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PROCEEDTINGS

w N~

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Call the meeting of the Seward
Peninsula Subsistence Regional Advisory Council back to order
at 9:00 a.m.

o

7 (Off record comments)

8

9 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Did you call the meeting to order?
10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes. One of the things I've been
tRinking about over the previous evening is I'd like to -- the
CBair would entertain a motion to reconsider Number 41. I've

téme up with a few more ideas for proper justification for
ifhcreasing the brown bear harvest from one every four years to
bhe every year.

17

18 MR. BARR: Do you think we hashed this out enough
o ...,

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, yeah, we did but no, we

d2dn't, and that's why I would entertain a motion to reconsider
28 real quickly.

24

25 MR. SEETOT: So move.

26

27 MR. BARR: Second.

28

29 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us to
Bé8consider Number -- Proposal Number 41, do I hear a second?
31

32 MR. SEETOT: Second.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion. Under

dhscussion, there's a few things that I would like to bring up
®oth regard to justification for Proposal 41 I had been
BHinking of yesterday but I didn't manage to get out during the
B8me we were considering this one.

39

40 The first thing that I think that we should all bring
4P now is that the moose harvest and the caribou harvest in the
YAalakleet River Drainage is already pretty well documented,
48d I'm sure Steve and Jim would agree with me on that. So we
Bdve resources which people rely on that are not only important
46 people as food but also to other animals. And one of the
ébher animals is the bear.

47

48 The reason I bring this up is one of the new buzz words
é6ming down the pike that I keep hearing about that I have yet
50
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to see in practice is ecosystem management. To my way of
£hinking it doesn't make any sense to try to develop resources
3f they're not, in fact, also making sure that your predator
population is also being harvested at the same rate, because
gou're skewing the system. And in the short-term, it's in
favor of the black ph) bear but overall it's not in favor of
dnybody because -- and I think that's probably one of the main
Beasons why we're having such problems with moose in the
Onalakleet River area. Considering the habitat they have,
there should be more moose in that area. And I think one of
the prime reasons is the number of brown bears in the area, the
éAtire drainage.

13

14 I have yet to hear any figures on what the brown bear
pbpulation is in the Unalakleet River Drainage System, but I
kbow they're not limited to a drainage, they're -- I've seen
tHeir paths on ridge lines, nd I know they move between
d8ainages.

19

20 So that was one of the justifications that I was

Phinking of over the night is that this should be an ecosystem
2¥%pe proposal change because we want to make sure that our
PBedators, in this case the brown bears, are also harvested at
d4similar rate to the moose, which is one of the resources and
dbso maybe the caribou. The caribou have a slight advantage
@6er the moose because they migrate out of the area for their
2dlving.

28

29 Can anyone either on the Council or on Staff think of
3fly other reasons to justify Proposal Number 41 before we move
8h? And another -- while we're thinking, is another one that
32 well, it goes back to the -- any other comments or
38stifications for Proposal 41? The Chair would entertain a
Bétion for the question or entertain a question.

35

36 MR. BARR: Question.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The gquestion's been called, all

BRose in favor of Proposal 41 signify by saying aye.
40

41 IN UNISON: Aye.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay.

44

45 (On opposing responses)

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We now

48 we did 42, we now move onto Proposal Number 43. Mr. Kovach.
49
50
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MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm going to do this one,
r. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Ms. Armstrong.

oUW

MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Proposal Number 43 was submitted by
fhis Regional Advisory Council, and it requests a positive
Bustomary and traditional use determination for muskox in

Onits 22 (B), 22(C), 22(D), 22(E) and for 23 west of the Kiwalik
River. I Jjust wanted to note right now that that was amended
b¥ the Northwest Arctic Council to include Buckland and
D2ering, so it would be up to the Buckland River Drainage .....
13

14 MR. KNAUER: West of and including.

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... west of and including the
Bickland River Drainage.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The entire drainage or from the
2llver west?

21

22 MR. KNAUER: The drainage.

23

24 MR. KOVACH: On the record, it indicates from the river
@west.

26

277 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So it'd be from the river proper,
@¥8st, the western .....

29

30 MR. KOVACH: Yes.

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... drainage of the river.

33

34 MR. BARR: Is that Buckland River?

35

36 MR. MACHIDA: Actually, Mr. Chairman. .....

37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Sir.

39

40 MR. MAGDANZ: ..... the State definition, by the way,

4% the water shed, the Buckland River water shed west. And I
#hdy not have been listening very .....

43

44 COURT REPORTER: Jim, I'm having trouble hearing you.
45

46 MR. MAGDANZ: Okay. The State definition is the water
glled not the river. And perhaps, someone else was at the
#w8eting, Bill, I -- my memory was that the Northwest Arctic
B8gional Council adopted the same definition as the State. Is
50
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that not true?

2
3 MR. KNAUER: No. They'd indicated on the record the
#4iver -- from the river west. Now, I don't know what their

Sntention was but that's the way it came out in the record.
6

7 MR. MAGDANZ: Okay. Well, we should be aware of that
8iscrepancy.

%O MR. KNAUER: That may be a point that needs .....

%% MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Maybe we can clarify that with them.
%2 MR. KNAUER: ..... to be corrected at the -- .....

%2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

%; MR. KNAUER: ..... at the Board meeting.

%(9) CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

g% MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

gi CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So for the record, we'll keep it

£bom the river west so that we're only including the west half
36 the Buckland River Drainage.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And I'm not saying this Council has
26 do it that way, I'm just, you know, pointing out that that's
Bhe way the other council did it. The reason for that was

B&cause of testimony that was held at the State Board of Game
B2eting and the discussions that followed that.

33

34 Anyway, this proposal is directly related to Proposal
Nomber 44 that Steve is going to talk about. And in

B6oposal 44, we deal with the seasons and bag limits, and he'll
33 over the biology in detail at that point. I'm only dealing
®#8th the customary and traditional use determinations.

39

40 The Federal public lands that are in this region
éhcompass approximately 20 to 25 percent of the area and
dAcludes BLM lands and Bering Land Bridge National Preserve. I
#Bink it would be useful to just show at this point, Steve will
446 over this more, but -- can you get the overhead?

45

46 MR. KOVACH: Which one, the map-?

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The map.

49

50
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1 MR. KOVACH: Okay.
2
3 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. The map that's in the book we

dctually have updated and we'll have a more up to date one in
bur final book. But this is one that shows you where the
uskox are located at this time. And a point I wanted to make
dbout doing C&T determinations, and we'll get more into this,
8s even if you don't recommend that there be a hunt at this
Bime, you could do a C&T determination. And to -- and then
jQist not have a season. And what you've asked for is for hunts
ih all of the areas on the map up there that are shown up
there. And you'll hear later on about whether or not we should
d3tually have hunts in all of those areas. You can see that
there are muskox in each one of those regions, and then Steve
%211 go over the numbers that are in the regions. And from
this map, you can also see where the Federal public lands are
a2 well.

18

19 As you know, muskox were intro- -- reintroduced in 1970
i the Seward Peninsula, and that you haven't had a harvest
8&ason or a harvest limit for hunting muskox. As Sheldon was
d2scussing yesterday, people have cared for these muskox over
£Be years and have been waiting a long time for the hunt. In
2érms of how we get to doing our C&T determinations -- and this
25, by the way, one of our first that we will be -- the Board
@611l be making a decision on, not the very first. And up to
Adw, they've been calling them interim determinations, waiting
AB8til a point when they can make them -- make a more detailed
4a8d thorough analysis. Whether or not the Board will do that
BRis time, I don't know.

31

32 And to give you a little bit of background. When we
8Barted this program, not having the time nor the Staff to do
B4T determinations all at once, we simply adopted the existing
3bate determinations and then made a promise that we would go
Bé&ck and amend those as necessary. In your book, there's a
B8dble, Table 1, that shows the C&T determinations that have
B&en made by the State which we adopted, transplanted
B8rrestrial mammals. And you'll note on there, about midway
4Arough the page, there's one that actually says yes for one
#hat had a historical range and also had C&T status, and that's
£3r muskox in Kaktovik.

43

44 And the question has been asked can you go back and
éhange a C&T determination that's already been made by the
g6ate. Well, in fact, the State did that. The original
détermination they made for Kaktovik muskox was negative, then
48 was brought back before the Board and it was changed. From
B9 -- my understanding is it was changed because they brought
50
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forth some new information to indicate that it did, in fact,
Rave historic range and was, in fact, in the memories of people
Bhat there was some -- there were people who'd had some memory
6f people who talked about muskox and who had actually seen --
knew a little bit more about muskox hunting.

6

7 A couple of the other ones that are worth noting in
8here is caribou for the Nushagak Peninsula, they also had a
Bistoric range and were given a positive C&T determination, as
#8s deer on Kodiak and Yakutat, which did not have a historic
tange and were given positive C&T determinations. The State
hdd different reasons for addressing these all differently, but
I3think the point is is that it has been done before, and it
héeds to be considered as a possibility again.

15
16 Another point I think worthy of noting is that in the
$8ward Peninsula, moose weren't in the region -- had not been

18 the region since the late 1800s and early 1900s, and have --
h8d returned and expanded their range in the 1940s, and have a
POsitive C&T determination. I think that anyone thinking about
RAdose would find it ludicrous to think that moose did not have
gidstomary and traditional uses in this area. And it gives a
g8od example for how a resource that has come back into a

2égion gets re- -- gets incorporated as part of the subsistence
A5es in that region.

26

27 And I think it could be very effectively argued that

PBe same would happen with muskox, that once people were
2%lowed to hunt it that they would also, as they did with
BBose, incorporate it into their subsistence lifestyle and
8&asonal round of the subsistence activities.

32

33 What I've done for this C&T determination -- since
BAere is no current use of muskox, it's very difficult to say
®hat people are doing now. So what I did was try to look at
®hat happened in another example with muskox in Kaktovik,
B&cause they do have a positive C&T determination, and they
B8ve incorporated it into their subsistence activities.

39

40 The way this -- the format for this whole proposal is
different from what you've been seeing because it has to deal
w2th -- and I'm not sure how -- what's going to happen with

#Bis. But when I did this, we were still using the eight
fdctors, and not having a final decision on how we're going to
Bb& addressing that, you know, I'm not sure where this is going.
4But nonetheless, this was written weeks before our meeting
4dst week. So the eight factors are used here. And actually,
48'd be a good case study for you to see how this works with
d48ing the eight factors.

50
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1

2 The first factor is the long time, consistent pattern
8f use of the resource. We do know that muskox occupied this
#egion at one time. Paleontological evidence indicates that it
bccupied most of the unglaciated interior, western and all of
borthern Alaska during the Pleistocene. By the time we got to
fhe 19th century, muskox were only found in northern Alaska.
Bhere are lots of accounts of muskox skins, skulls, meat and
Barvesting activities in northern Alaska; most of those are all
f@om west of Wainwright. But there have been cases of finding

$kulls and bones in this region. In the 1950s, there was --
#Rat's been called a fresh which means it wasn't, I assume, too
®3d -- a fresh muskox skull in -- found in a case near

Kdvalina. And then there have been skulls and bones found in
Kbyukuk (sic) and Nome.

16

17 In 1826 when Beechey was here on his expedition, he
t8llected a muskox skull at Elephant Point. And he found at
tBat time, when he was asking Natives to identify different
dfilimals, that people knew what muskox were and they could
2dentify them. So they had names for them, so at least in the
22ving memory of those people they knew about muskox even
£Bough there were, at that point, none known to be alive in the
dfea.

25

26 They don't really know why muskox disappeared. They
Rflow that they were extinct by the time that the Yankee whalers
d8rived, and that it probably occurred sometime at the end of
2Be 18th or 19th -- or 18th century or early part of the 19th
gd@éntury. I think we can assume that muskox was used for food
dhd for utensils and clothing just as people did with caribou
3A8d sheep. And I think it would be a fair assumption to say
BBat they were also incorporated into the seasonal round.

34

35 I think even though there are no muskox in the region
3hd haven't been for some time that we could assume that
B&cause the primary subsistence hunters in the region are
FBupiat and -- that they would harvest, use and process muskox
38 much the same way as the Kaktovik people have. There are a
46t of similarities in the cultures and the resources that they
d%e are similar, and that we could make the assumption that
#Heir uses would be similar.

43

44 In Kaktovik, over the last almost 10 years that people
Aave been hunting muskox, they have included muskox as a
#ésource that they share with people. They use it for their
THanksgiving, Christmas, Nalukatak feasts. And they share with
p8ople in the village as well as throughout the region. They
d9%rectly participate in the harvest. There's -- they use the
50
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fhuskox hides, furs and horns in the manufacture of arts and
2rafts items for trade, barter and cash. And people have
Beally quite fully accepted muskox as a part of their
gubsistence uses in their lifestyle.

5

6 The second criteria that -- or I should say factor is
lses in specific harvest season. Now obviously because muskox
Basn't been hunted, there is no specific season that -- for it.

9But in an area like Kaktovik where muskox has been hunted, it
18 limited of course by regulation. However, interestingly
éhough, I mean it is limited but they have been asking for a
hdmber of years now for a different season which I think
iddicates that they don't want to just hunt it when the season
14 there, they want to hunt it when it fits into their customs
ahd their traditions, which to me indicates that it is
§6mething that is -- it would have been customary and
t7¥aditional and has become customary and traditional.

18

19 The third factor is an efficient and economic harvest.
2Muskox hunting is extremely efficient. The muskox cluster and
8tand their ground and are easily approached. And this
22ustering that they do makes it easy for -- or relatively easy
£8r a hunter to choose the animal that they prefer. There in
Phe Kaktovik area, the muskox are hunted by snowmachine and are
25 they take snowmachines up into the mountains and then
dpproach by -- on foot. They use large caliber rifles, and I
Rilow of at least one hunter who also uses a bow.

28

29 The cost of muskox hunting would be, in this region,
86mparable I think to moose hunting. In this area I think
Péople would travel by boat in the fall or by snowmachine in

BHe winter. In terms of the muskox being locally available to
m3ke it a more economic hunt, in the communities of Wales,
B#evig Mission and Shishmaref they -- it would be the most

8bFficient and more efficient than caribou because the muskox
d6e in closer proximity than caribou are.

37

38 The fourth factor is reasonably accessible use of
B8sources. The muskox in the Seward Peninsula are reasonably
d408cessible. On Federal public lands muskox are found in

ghits 22(D), (E) and in 23. It's been the custom in this
#2gion for communities to harvest large terrestrial mammals
w3thin the bounds of their traditional hunting territories
widthin reasonable access of local communities. And that would,
I5believe, continue to be true with muskox as well.

46

47 The fifth factor is traditional processing methods.
ABthough muskox hasn't been hunted here, we could assume that
p8ople would treat muskox much like they would, perhaps, other
50
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large terrestrial mammals like moose, which are usually taken
2n the fall when the meat is easily preserved. And if it's
Baken late enough, it can be fresh frozen in caches. It also
dries well. A lot of people in this region are using the newer
technology, the freezers, but there are still people who use
60ld storage pits that are dug in the well drained ground and
7- in order to cut down on freezer space and to cut down on the
Bost of electricity.

9

10 In Kaktovik, people have quartered muskox in the field
ahd brought it back to the community for final processing and
dZ2stribution. And they prefer it fresh but it is also frozen
tBere as well, and occasionally processed into dry meat. It's
ténsidered a fairly desirable meat there as well by most
p&ople. There are some people who don't like it. I think some
®6 the Elders who haven't grown up with it have told me that
tHey just don't like the taste. But other -- most people I
h8ve talked to in Kaktovik really like muskox quite a bit.

19

20 The sixth factor is intergenerational transmission of
Rhowledge. In the Seward Peninsula Region, hunting knowledge
28 typically taught from parent to child. And it would be
d3sumed that with muskox hunting it would be the same, although
2% hasn't existed as of yet. People are very aware of muskox
2h this area, and they discuss their locations, their habits
dad their behaviors. There's been a real strong prohibition
ddainst muskox hunting in the Seward Peninsula and -- on the
P8esumption that the population would grow faster. And that
4921 -- all of that discussion that goes on contributes to the
Bftansmission of knowledge that is occurring about muskox even
Bhough they are not yet being hunted.

32

33 The seventh factor is the sharing of resources. And I
BAink everyone here knows that in this region there's extensive
8haring and distribution of wild resources that occurs.

S3baring involves almost without exception every household in

BHe communities. There are certain resources which are more
g@8mmonly shared like seal 0il or whale muktuk. There are
38rtain resour- -- certain communities are recognized as

plrticularly good sources of certain resources; like Shishmaref
4% recognized for seal oil and Kivalina for dolly wvarden.

THere is some sharing that occurs ceremonially, in feasts at
TBanksgiving and Christmas and Easter or on the occasion of a
éhild's first kill.

45
46 I think without -- it goes without saying that sharing
43 -- continues as a key feature of life in the Seward

B&8ninsula today. And we could expect that muskox would be
d9mediately incorporated into that characteristic of the region
50
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df sharing resources that people harvest. It's often found,
oo, that unusual or significant harvests are widely shared.
Bnd for example, the first moose of the season is often more
widely shared than a later moose in the season might be.

5

6 The eighth factor is reliance upon a wild -- wide
diversity of resources. In this region, the people depend upon
8 very, very wide diversity of resources. And I think this is
8 characteristic that you could find some distinction upon --
0l in from region to region. And you know, we were finding
this in the Kenai Peninsula that the number of resources people
hd@rvest is significantly lower than the number of resources
p8ople harvest in a region like this. And not only the number
bdt then the percentage of wild resources that they actually
tbnsume.

16

17 Over 90 -- in the region as a whole -- or in most
t8mmunities, over 90 percent of the households harvest at least
$8me subsistence resources, and they harvest some type of large
Bmmal. I think if you look at the fact that even though a
2bm- -- a household may not harvest a large percentage of the
£2dtal pounds of meat consumed, they do provide some variety to
PBe diet.

24

25 I guess my feeling is that if the intention of ANILCA
@Wés to provide for the continuity of the social and cultural
£3brics surrounding hunting and fishing of wildlife resources
2a8d to allow the continuing use of those resources that part of
Qr -- the subsistence way of life here is the continuing use
3fi resources. And when a resource becomes available that then
pé&ople will use it. I think it goes without saying that
®21dlife resources are not static, that environmental
@8nditions vary and herds migrate, populations grow and they
décline. And as we saw with the immigration of moose in the
38ward Peninsula in the 1940s, the populations have increased
3hd grew into -- migrated into the area, people then began to
3%e it. There's not been a recent customary and traditional
38e of moose in the region since the 1940s, but today it is
®8dely accepted that the residents have customary and
#fladitional use of that resource.

41

42 I think in conclusion that based on the experience of
BE3ktovik residents incorporating muskox into their subsistence
wdy of life, and based on observing how moose has been
dhcorporated into the subsistence way of life here, that if you
d6cept the premise that ANILCA intended to provide for the
édntinuity of the subsistence way of life, the continuing use
68 wildlife resources and the utilization of locally available
48sources, then it could be concluded that residents in

50
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Units 22(C), (D), (E) and 23 west of the Kiwalik River, and if
£he Council chooses to amend it as we previously discussed,
Bhat then there should be a positive customary and traditional
dse determination for muskox in the region.

5

6 For public comment, we only had one comment and that
Was from the Alaska Department of Fish & Game. They were
fleutral on this proposal stating that they opposed the Federal
8stablishment of any interim C&T determinations. Continuing to
416 interim determinations they feel is wrong, that it should be
1+ we should be doing final determinations, that it does not
$2rve the purpose of Title VIII in ANILCA. They also agree --
tBey said although they agree with the intent of the
tdoperative management planning effort that they wanted a
d&cision to be postponed until the Board of Game decided on
their regulations, which they already have. So that kind of is

h@ longer -- that's sort of a mute point now.

18

19 That concludes my presentation, Mr. Chairman.

20

21 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong. Before

@2 leave your analysis, there are a few things that I've been
@Biting while you've been giving everybody your analysis. A
£éw things that I'd like to add on the reason for changing the
26gulation, because this is the Council, the Council was the
@6iginator of the proposal.

27

28 Right there at the bottom of the reason, I would like
26 add the affected local village residents have been
placticing de facto animal husbandry of the transplanted musk
8%en. And the State Board of Game has used the excuse of no
B&T use or determination as Jjustification to have only a sport
B8@nt without regard for the subsistence priority as required by
Bdtle VIII of ANILCA.

35
36 As far as the analysis, on Page 11, it says "the
8listomary and traditional use determinations were made by" -- I

®#8uld like to insert, if it's okay with you, hostile to
3@bsistence take and adopted by the Board. On Page .....
40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chairman.

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes.

44

45 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 1It's our policy not to put
dpflammatory .....

47

48 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

49

50
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1 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... things in.
2
3 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. We'll drop that one then.

dust a correction on Page 13, while you were reading your
dnalysis, under Factor 1, you said muskox skulls and bones from
Boyukuk, it's not Koyukuk, it's Koyuk. And I wanted to correct
Zhat for the record.

8

9 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Slip of the tongue.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And in the third paragraph on that
$dme page, I would like -- would ask that you insert "legal"

b8tween "no" and "muskox" so that it would read: There has
béen no legal muskox hunting.

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Because I know there have been a

féw animals taken incidently. And in the second paragraph on
2hat where it says "consequently, there are no," I would like
2d ask you to insert "official accounts of customary and
22aditional uses" on that particular paragraph.

23

24 On Page 16, under Factor Number 7, between "shared" and
25t" in the second sentence, I would like to have you add "and
Bés been shared in some Seward Peninsula villages." So that
Rdrticular sentence would read: It also is shared and has been
8Bared in some Seward Peninsula villages' community feasts such
48 Thanksgiving and Christmas.

30

31 Under Factor Number 8 under the first sentence, I would
38k that you add between "Seward Peninsula" and "harvest" add
8338s other Inupiat around the pole, are opportunistic, and" so

BAat that particular sentence would read: Inupiat in the
38ward Peninsula, as other Inupiat around the pole are
3pportunistic, and harvest a wide variety of resources. Is
BHat okay with you, Helen?

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Sure.

40

41 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those are some of the notes that I
#hdde in -- while you were presenting your analysis. Are there

48y other comments or additions to the analysis, comments from
ddybody? Mr. Barr.

45

46 MR. BARR: Didn't the State determine the boundaries
4Hat, you know, they can hunt on the west side of Elephant
B8int or Buckland River instead of Kiwalik? I think this is
A8w to me, you know.
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1

2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yes, they did. They did change that
Boundary. And the Northwest Arctic Regional Council also
#ecommended that the Kiwalik River not be the boundary, that it
be the Buckland River Drainage.

6

7 MR. BARR: Because I remember this so frankly, you
Bnow, that they said west of Buckland River not west of
Biwalik, you know.

10

11 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: They did, you're correct. But this
pZoposal was done long before then, and this Council proposed
18 to be west of the Kiwalik River.

%é MR. BARR: This Council decided?

%s CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: In October.

%g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That was our proposal that we made

28 October that it be west of Kiwalik, and the Northwest Arctic
2838id west of Buckland River.

24

25 MR. BARR: So we have to change our determination -- or
Z26mean our boundaries then won't we or what?

27

28 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, that's what they added right
28 the beginning. They outlined that the Northwest Arctic
B8gional Council had put in from west -- from Buckland River

wést, and that's why I marked mine like that. So it's up to
$2u, if you want to change your boundary. The way it's written
B3ght there on Page 8 under Unit 23 west, that was our

B#oposal. If you want to change it to be the same as the
Nbrthwest Arctic, it's up to the Council.

36

37 MR. BARR: I would think that should be changed, you

BBow, because the Buckland people, you know, when they
B8stified at Kenai, you know, they stated that they wanted west
66l Buckland River instead -- well, they didn't even mention
Kiwalik, you know, at that time. They said west of Buckland
B2ver. So I don't know how come, you know, this way didn't --
w8 got this determin- -- I mean we made the determination at
4Aat time without providing too much research on it, I guess.
45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah, that's up to the Council.
W& could change it if you want for it to be uniform across
B8tween the two Councils, I would entertain that motion.

49
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1 MR. BARR: So move, Mr. Chairman.
2
3 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us to

éhange Unit 23 west from the way we've got it written, interim
8etermination of the Kiwalik River. Residents of Unit 23 west
6f the Kiwalik River to read from: Buckland River west,

including the western drainage of the Buckland River. Do I
Bear a second?

%O MR. SEETOT: Second.

%% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

%2 MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

%2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

tHose in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.
18

19 IN UNISON: Aye.

20

21 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously.

22

23 MR. BARR: Another thing.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Barr.

26

27 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman. It sounded like, you know,
PBat we don't want -- the Federal Government doesn't want us to

Bnt the musk oxen because they don't have C&T, you know. You
Bfiow, that if you talk to some people back in my village, you
Bhow, they find -- they dig these old houses up in -- you know,
WRere Shishmaref was originally, it had a site there at one
B83me, you know. And they found all kinds of bones of this, you
Bdow, of muskox and whatnot, you know. And the whalers, they
wére determined to get a whale, they weren't determined about
Bbhe muskox at that time, you know. And there used to be
®Halers up here, and they didn't go after the muskox, they went

38ter the whales. They -- so they got nothing to do with this
Bfiskox thing, you know.

40

41 You know, another thing that we had up here on the

g2ward Peninsula was the sheep on the Sawtooth Range, you know.
48ntil the miners came by and then they wiped everything out,

#le muskox, the sheep. So -- .....

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

47

48 MR. BARR: ..... so what do we have, you know? We have
A8thing today, you know, because of those early miners. They
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ot to eat, you know, something so they shoot anything that
Boves, you know. So you know, this is the reason why, you
Bnow, they should introduce the sheep back up there, you know,
4nd whatnot, you know. But they did the muskox, and now we're
$finally, you know, provided -- we're finally going to start
bunting this coming fall. You know, but it seems like we're
getting a lot of, you know, flak from the Federal side of it.
8

9 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Barr. Bill.

10

11 MR. KNAUER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I'd like to correct
bAe statement that Mr. Barr made. The reason there is no
t8rrent C&T is because the -- when the Federal program took

b¥er from the State, there was no C&T determination that the

$fate had. The Federal Government is neither opposing nor in
févor of a C&T determination, we are currently neutral. And

tHat's why this Council is making the proposal to have a C&T

d8termination on this.

19

20 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Knauer. Also, on
Page 13, I'm going to ask Helen if you know about those muskox
8Rulls, and I believe they're -- if I remember correctly from
By drunken days, there's probably one in the BOT and I think
PhAe in the Nugget, those old muskox skulls. Have you seen
2hose?

26

27 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: (Shakes head negatively.)

28

29 MR. KATCHEAK: And Polar Cub.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Did you know about those? Polar
GBib? Check with the bar owners in Nome and find out where they
g3t their muskox, you know. I also would like to know if you

8Becked with the Smithsonian or did you do any research in
B8ward William Nelson's book, the Eskimo about Bering Straits,
dbout any utensils or other items made of muskox parts that
®ére purchased by Mr. Nelson when he was .....

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, I'm sure there are. I can put
g0mething specific in there if you want that.

41

42 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. I'd appreciate that.

B8cause I know he made an extensive collection during the three
gdéars he was up here. And I don't remember exactly if there
w&s anything pertaining to muskox in there, but I'd appreciate
d6check.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 1I'll check it out. Um-hum.

49
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you.

MR. BARR: What is the guy's name, the author's name?

adwbdh -

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Edward William Nelson. He lived
6p here from I think it was 1879 to 1881 or 2. And his
Eskimonic name was loosely translated as the man who buys
®orthless things.

9

10 Any other comments or additions that we'd like to see
oh this interim proposal? Any further discussion?

12

13 MR. OLANNA: Mr. Chairman.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Olanna.

16

17 MR. OLANNA: Okay. Just -- I've just reviewed some of
tBe stuff. Some of this of what Tom said is what Kawerak
$fBpports as far as a positive C&T determination. The Kawerak
3Q0bsistence Committee suggests -- I mean their recommendation
2% to assist this Board, also urges other -- I mean the -- that
Y2u find a positive C&T. Because we —-- you know, the name
@B8mingak is in our vocabulary so .....

24

25 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Olanna. And let
Phe record reflect that oomingak is spelled o-o-m-i-n-g-a-k,
ddmingak.

28

29 COURT REPORTER: I was close.

30

31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And my definition that means

B2arded one, and it's not two-legged either. Any other
d@8mments regarding Proposal Number 43? What is the wish of the
Béuncil? I will entertain a motion.

35

36 MR. BARR: I would move —-- .....

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We can .....

39

40 MR. BARR: We would move it, Mr. Chairman, to accept
#his or what?

42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. Have a motion to adopt the

ddalysis and justification for changing Proposal Number 43.
45

46 MR. BARR: What'll that do to 44, though?

47

48 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: It backs up 44. We'll get into
4Bat right next. So .....
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1

2 MR. BARR: I so move, Mr. Chairman.

3

4 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, we have a motion before us
Bo adopt the analysis and recommendations of Staff regarding
Broposal Number 43. Do I hear a second?

7

8 MR. KATCHEAK: Second.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

11

12 MR. BARR: That's where we concurred with the State
Gd8me, right? I mean, you know, we can -- we're approving the
$#ate Game recommendation?

15

1o CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, this is -- .....

17

18 MR. BARR: To post (ph) .....

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... this is more to provide a
LT determination.

22

23 MR. BARR: Okay.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Because that was one of the

2gcuses at the State BOG meeting last month. Their excuse for
A3 subsistence hunt is that there is no C&T. Now, we're in the
BB8ocess of trying to adopt an interim C&T and, hopefully, this
@911 carry forward into a permanent C&T. That was the original
3ftent of making this. The only reason that it is considered
dh interim C&T is because we had been apprised of a schedule as
d2termined by Staff that showed that we would not be able to do
33C&T determination until our region came on schedule in 1996,

34believe. So that's why -- that's the only reason why this is
8&8lled an interim determination.

36

37 (Whispered comments)

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. With regard to our

wOrk session on C&T determinations that was held I think it was
4he 12th and 13th of February, I would at this time entertain a
Bation to amend the original motion to adopt so that we strike

#Be interim -- the word "interim" from this proposal where it
éécurs. So that this will now be changed to read rather than
dhterim determination, we could leave it initial or just leave
46 as determination. And I would entertain such a motion at
4His time.

48

49 MR. BARR: So moved, Mr. Chairman.
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% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to amend the
8riginal motion to adopt. Second, do I hear a second?

é MR. SEETOT: Second.

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

g MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

%2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

tBose in favor of the amendment to remove the term "interim"
W%Bere it occurs signify by saying aye.

%é IN UNISON: Aye.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

%g (No opposing responses)

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We now

Bdve onto the original motion to adopt the Staff analysis and
28commendation of Staff regarding Proposal Number 43. Any
f4rther discussion?

25

26 MR. BARR: Question.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All
PBose in favor of Proposal 43 as amended, signify by saying
3fe.

31

32 IN UNISON: Aye.

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

35

36 (No opposing responses)

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. And

B&fore we move on from Proposal 43, I would like to thank
MB. Helen Armstrong and Mr. Steve Kovach for a very well-
written analysis, and I thank them on behalf of the Council.
42

43 Moving onto Proposal 44.
44
45 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chairman, for the record, I just

wanted to apologize that this didn't get done earlier for you.
47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, for the record. Moving
éAto Proposal Number 44.
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MS. H. ARMSTRONG: This one's Steve's.

(Off record comments)

U W

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We struck this interim. Wherever
it occurs, we struck the word interim from this proposal and
8rom the analysis. Moving onto Proposal Number 44.

Mr. Kovach.

10

11 MR. KOVACH: Number 44. This proposal again was
$Abmitted by this Council. It specifically requests the
&é3tablishment of a Federal registration permit hunt for muskox
14 Unit 22(D), 22(E) -- in 22 (D) and (E) for the period of
QObtober 1st through November 15th, the harvest limit being one
béll per hunter; up to ten permits to be issued in Unit 22 (D)
afld up to five permits to be issued in 22 (E). The proposal
d8so requests closure of Federal public lands to non-
$fBbsistence hunters for the taking of muskox.

20

21 As Helen described a little bit earlier, consideration
%2 the - this proposal, with this being the hunt, is contingent
Apon the Board making a positive customary and traditional use
détermination for muskox.

25

26 Federal public lands in the Seward Peninsula and areas
PHat are occupied by muskox only comprise approximately 20 to
28 percent of the area. And this includes the Bering Land
BPidge National Preserve and Bureau of Land Management lands.
Bhe muskox were brought to the Peninsula in 1970. The initial
Bransplant was of 36 animals. In 1981, a supplemental
BZansplant of 31 animals occurred. From 1981 to 1994, the
B&8rd's been experiencing a fairly consistent growth rate of
dpproximately 15 percent per year. They have also expanded
Bheir range on the Seward Peninsula tremendously.

36

37 The most recent surveys which was a cooperative effort
B&tween the Department of Fish & Game, Park Service and BLM was
38nducted prior to calving in 1994. Those surveys documented
4He presence of 925 muskox on the total Seward Peninsula. This
#dble's a breakdown of the number of animals found by subunit
48d the proportion of the total is by subunit and the number of
d48imals found on Federal public lands. As you can see, the
#hdjority of the population's in Unit 22 (D), a sizeable number
4h 22 (E) and a 184 and 246 over in Unit 23. There was -- 405
#htskox were found in Unit 22 (D) but only 14 of them, or about
#llree and a half percent, were found on Federal public lands.
Approximately 65 percent of the animals in 22 (E) were found on
B8deral public lands and approximately 86 percent of the
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dnimals in Unit 23 were found on Federal public lands.
2

3 if the current growth rate continues, the population
éould exceed 1,050 animals prior to the calving season this
gear. And i1if all goes well, we hope -- as Steve Machida

pointed out, we'd hope to have a census, at least ways, of a
Hunt area this coming spring.

8

9 A cooperative planning effort for the management of
thlskox on the Seward Peninsula was begun in 1993, coopert- --
bt active cooperators included Bering Straits Native
C2rporation, Kawerak Reindeer Herder's Association, the Deering
IBA, Nana Regional Corporation, the Bureau of Land Management,
Ndtional Park Service, Soil Conservation Service and Alaska
Départment of Fish & Game. That cooperative effort produced a
thénagement plan that was signed off in the summer of 1994 and
1% contains harvest guidelines and other management actions.

18

19 Because the Bureau of Land Management and the National
PArk Service were heavily involved in the creation of this plan
4% well as the Native organizations, that we have pretty much
28o0ked at this plan and see that it contains the desires of
28cal residents as well as sound management principles for
BPdsing future management decisions on and it appears to be a
g86und way of approaching management of muskox on the Peninsula.
26

277 The Board of Game had four muskox proposals before them
28 their meeting last month, and I won't go into a great bit of
d8tail as much of it has already been discussed yesterday. But
30st in quick summary, what the Board of Game did is they
3reated a hunt area that includes all of Unit 22(E), Unit 23
w28st of and including the Buckland River Drainage. So it's --
BBe boundary swings way out in this direction over here,
Bdcking up a bunch of BLM lands. And 22 (E) north and east of

Bhe Grantly Harbor, Imuruk Basin and Pilgrim River area. So it
d6ts off this southwestern portion of Unit 22 (D).

37

38 The Board of Game did that over the request of the

38cal Fish & Game Advisory Committee fearing that the road
ébnnection into Teller would cause quite a few problems with
p&ople driving up from Nome in attempts to get permits.

42

43 The Xs on this map indicate muskox groups that were
ébserved in that 1994 census that I described. The size of
éach group ranges anywhere from 1 to 36 individuals. So each X
46 a variety of animals.

47

48 The management plan calls for harvesting a maximum of
#Bree and a half percent of the muskox population in Unit 22 (D)
50
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dnd two and a half percent of the population in 22 (E). There
2s no guidance in the management plan for a harvest rate of
Buskox in Unit 23, but generally it is agreed upon by all the
Biologists involved that the harvest rate of approximately
three percent is the goal there. These harvest rates are as
6omparable to the harvest rate we have for muskox in the
Raktovik area up on the North Slope. It is a rate that allows
8or the harvesting of bull muskox, while at the same time
8llows for the population to continue to grow and expand.

10

11 There was a meeting of all the cooperators involved in
tBhe development of the management plan two days ago in Nome to
d3scuss the best -- how to allocate permits and distribute
pérmits within the hunt area. And what I'll do is defer to
$feve Machida to talk -- to address the Council on that.

16

17 Local hunters do not need a favorable ruling from the
F8deral Subsistence Board to -- you know, on Proposal Number 43
t® participate in the State hunts. It is viewed by Staff that
26cal hunters will have an exceptional opportunity to obtain a
3tate registration permit; these permits being good both on and
BdZf of Federal public lands if no Federal hunt is authorized.
H3wever, 1f there are both State and Federal hunts, very close
2éordination will be necessary between all parties involved to
2hsure that over harvesting of the muskox population does not
décur.

27

28 Based upon the guidelines within the management plan
aAd looking at the distribution of muskox found in that 1994
d@énsus, what we find is that two and a half percent of the 119
dhimals found in Unit 22 (E) equals three. Three percent of the
321 found in 22- -- in 23 equals six. And three and a half
p8rcent of 4- -- of the 14 in Unit 22 (D) would be zero. And
BlBese would be our recommendations to the Board for the numbers
8F permits based on 1994 counts of animals.

36

37 Muskox are not well adapted to digging through snow as
38e caribou, and they generally restrict their winter
d8tivities to areas of relatively shallow snow and wind blown
dfteas. During the winter, the daily movements of muskox
décrease and their group sizes increase as they concentrate in
d2eas of suitable forage and habitat. Data collected from the
#i3skox population on the North Slope by the Arctic National
Widldlife Refuge indicates that periods of activity are their
4bwest during the November through February period. All these
d6tions by muskox are efforts to survive the winter conditions
4fld the poor quality of forage.

48

49 If animals are forced to move or increase their
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dctivity due to poor foraging conditions, being harassed or
2hased by predators or hunters, these energetic increases
Become significant. Many muskox biologists that I have talked
with believe that these energetic costs are, in fact, additive
Wwith each incident. Studies of marked muskox in the Arctic
Fational Wildlife Refuge show that most mortalities in mid-
Wwinter are due to poor physical condition of the animals
8hemselves.

9

10 Fish & Game biologists who have participated in live
tdpture operations on both the Seward Peninsula muskox
pPBpulation and those on Nunivak and Nelson Islands in both
d¥erage and severe winters have noted that the Seward Peninsula
hdskox are typically more emaciated than those found on Nunivak
dhd Nelson Islands. This indicates that the Seward Peninsula
théskox would be more susceptible to stress imposed by a mid to
ldte winter hunt than those on Nunivak and Nelson Islands.

18

19 Muskox biologists I have spoken with believe that
Rrvest seasons on the Seward Peninsula should be limited to
d¥oid the high stress winter time period until such time as
ddditional data are collected from the Seward Peninsula herd
8pecifically, and we can learn more about how we can manage
Phese animals.

25
26 In conclusion, there are sufficient animals on the
3&ward Peninsula in certain areas to provide a hunt. The

PBpulation is healthy and growing. The desire of the local
?8sidents, based upon the results of the management plan, is
86r the herd to continue to grow in size and expand its range,
3dhd the conservative rates of harvest set forth in the
Banagement plan are, in fact, appropriate.

33

34 Participation in the State registration permit hunt
®6uld allow local hunters the opportunity to harvest muskox
B6th on and off Federal public lands. And whereas a Federal
Bégistration permit hunt would limit local hunters to hunting
88 Federal public lands only. And in some cases, like in the
38se of Wales, they would have to travel a fair distance in
éftder to reach those lands.

41

42 As I explained earlier, looking at the '94 census
é3timates, the number of permits that would be recommended
wéuld be only three for Unit 22 (E), none for 22(D) and six for
ghit 23. If a census does happen in the spring of 1995, these
AGmbers could be adjusted accordingly to reflect current
édnditions as of that time.

48

49 Given the current state of knowledge of muskox on the
50
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feward Peninsula, we generally believe that a hunt going beyond
Rovember or December is necessary to avoid unnecessary impacts
8n the animals during the high stress period of the middle of
winter. And although, your -- the conclusion in the Staff
beport there as printed before you has we do not understand at
this point in time that there really needs to be a closure of
Federal public lands due to the limited extent of the hunt at
8his time.

9

10 The public comments we've received to date on Proposal
Nimber 44 is a single one, this is from the Alaska Department
®f Fish & Game where they say they are neutral. And it basic
33 they basically refer back to Proposal Number 43 in the
g¢dtablishment of an interim C&T decision, which of course
pbecipitates a hunt.

16

17 The Northwest Arctic Council, when they met and
d&liberated on Proposal Number 44, voted not to request a
Federal hunt from the Federal Subsistence Board for Unit 23,
BOt opted to go with the State permit hunt for this first year
2d see how well it works, knowing that if things fall apart, it
d2dn't work out the way the people of Buckland and Deering
PBought it was going to work, they could always go back to the
Béard and request a hunt.

25

26 That concludes our report, Mr. Chair.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Kovach. Again, I

@8s making some notes during your presentation. On Page 21,
ffider your preliminary conclusions, I kind of take exception --
®&ll, I won't say kind of, I say -- I'll state it flat out, I
B2ke exception to the third sentence there. It says: It is
p8commended that the harvest quota be based upon the portion of
BAe population residing on Federal lands. I know from personal
85perience that these musk oxen are migratory and they don't go
dbead and say well, I'm going to reside on Federal public land
3% I'm going to reside on State lands. They migrate wherever
BBeir habitat takes them. And I really think that this is an
dPbitrary limitation of harvest opportunity, this particular
#8commendation.

41

42 The overall plan called for a harvest of between two
48d a half and three and a half percent; three percent of 925
d44imals, the last known amount. The number of animals that we
Badve a hard number for would yield a total harvest of 27.75
dbimals. If you go by the projection for 1995 of 1,050
dflimals, that three percent of that yields 31.5 animals. So in
4HBe interest of safety, I would round off those fractions and
48y under 925 animals of the hard number we have on the
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population in the entire Game Management Unit, three percent of
925 animals would yield 27 animals, or in this case bulls, as
Being an optimum harvest rate or acceptable harvest rate.

4

5 So also on Page 21, I would ask, because it is
érbitrary and artificial, that Staff think about striking the
Jast four lines of that bottom paragraph so that that last
Bentence would read: Assuming these two factors are present,
9t is recommended that the Board authorize up to 15 permits,
périod. With the rest of that language stricken because it is

dtbitrary and it would limit the oppor- -- harvest opportunity.
12
13 If you knock off the animals in a viable range as I'm

$4re that this Federal land is, there's going to be other
dhimals to replace them. So I don't think it's a requirement
that you take three percent of the animals residing on Federal
ldnds. You -- I would recommend that we go by the overall
th8nagement plan that calls for harvesting a maximum of 3.5
percent and 2.5 percent or an average of three percent.

20

21 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

22

23 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach.

24

25 MR. KOVACH: One correction is you're correct in that

2he total population estimate was 925 as of the last census.
Bit I need to remind you that 90 of those 925 were found in
38bunits (B) and (C) which are outside of the proposed hunt
dPea. This Council only requested a hunt for (D) and (E), and
Bhe analysis included 23; (1) because of the size of the area
3dhd (2) because of Proposal Number 43 which requested an
RAterim C&T for a portion of Unit 23. So that's why the
d8alysis included those musk oxen in 23.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach, again, I take
8fception to that because these animals are opportunistic. And
wlen it comes time to breeding, they don't say well, I'm going
88 only breed with those found in Unit 22 (D) or (E) or Unit 23.
3%hey say well, I'm going to find the nearest one that has the
#Zflght smell. So the other animals that you're attempting to
é%clude from the hunt area, they are still available in the
g2ne pool. And I'm sure that they have the adequate drive to
43ke part in the annual reproductive cycle. So I take
é4ception to that also. That's an artificial limitation.
Those animals are still part of the population regardless of
which district or subdistrict that they reside in. They're
4{ist having additional protection over there. Do you follow
Hhe?

49
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1 MR. KOVACH: Well, yes, I do, Mr. Chair. And this gets
Znto one of the points of wildlife management that gets
difficult for some people to understand, including some
Biologists. But the way we manage groups of animals is we have
to arbitrarily establish management areas based upon some kind
6f a boundary system. And based upon the ecology of muskox
here solitary bulls are the ones that are responsible for
Bange expansion, the very small size of muskox numbers found in
Subunits (B) and (C) is such that experience has shown that we
36 that you do not want to disturb those animals at all; to
éhcourage further range expansion, the solitary bulls going
bdck and bringing in mixed sexed groups that establishes
bBeeding groups within those expansion areas.

14

15 That is why we basically ignore those animals in (B)
ahd (C) at this point in time for purposes of thinking about a
hiint, because we want to encourage animals to continue
@8pansion in those directions into suitable habitat, which we
b8lieve does exist and it can hold more animals than what
2Orrently occurs there. And you know, so that's basically the
Zéason why we kind of exclude those 90 critters that are out
PRere, albeit, they are predominantly bulls and the proposal
£38r the hunt is for bulls only. It's just it's best for
MmAnagement reasons to leave those animals alone and kind of
2bunt them out of the picture at this point in time. That's
A6t to say that that won't change in the future as the herd
g¥ows.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach, they are automatically
8ficluded by the fact that we are not proposing a hunt in any of
Bhose subdistricts, as far as they're protected. Those are
glaranteed protected animals. What I am saying is that they're
88ill1l a part of the gene pool regardless of whether or not we
d4low a hunt in that area. It's an artificial -- the
Bbundaries are artificial, but they will protect those animals,
Bbe 90 animals that you're talking about. And those animals
3¥e still free to colonize those subdistricts. But they still
B&ke up approximately 10 percent of the overall population, and
F9don't see any reason -- you have not presented a reason that
Z0can accept for disallowing them from your overall calculation
éh -- of the three percent.

42

43 I -- you know, if you have a fence between these
gd4bdistricts, I could understand that, that you could say you
ghouldn't count those 90 animals in your overall calculation.
B6t these animals are migratory, they're opportunistic, and I'm
gllre they have a very strong sex drive as demonstrated by their
48 percent annual growth rate. So they're not in danger, from
B9y perspective, and I have yet to hear anything from Staff that
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indicates that they have a valid reason for excluding those 90
dnimals from the overall total of animals available, even
Bhough they are protected.

4
5 So for the record, that's my objection to the exclusion
6f those animals. I still stick with my recommendation that we

do with three percent of the known animals which is 925
8nimals. And those 90 just happen to be protected, they're not
$n a huntable area but they are a viable part of the overall
pbpulation. That's my perception, Mr. Kovach.

%% MR. KOVACH: So noted, Mr. Chair.

%2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Any further comments, questions
fbom anybody on the Council?

%g MR. SEETOT: Mr. Chairman.

%g CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot.

gg MR. SEETOT: The second sentence on the preliminary

2dnclusion because of the desire of local residents is for the
B8rd to continue to grow and expand its range, I don't think
Phat the Department of Fish & Game in the early 1970s conferred
@whth the local residents or even conferred with the Seward
Péninsula residents about transplanting musk oxen into our
23dnd.

28

29 Right now, I think the local residents consider musk
3fen to be a nuisance on land that was used traditionally for
Bérry picking and land that was used for gathering certain
P2ants such as sourdok (ph) which is favored by the local
B8ople which is also favored highly by the reindeer and by the
8d4ribou.

35

36 And where does -- this analysis say that because it is
BHe desire of the local people. I don't think it is my desire
88r -- it is my desire for the musk oxen to grow, you know,

®#9thin 22 (D), that is our land, what's in the community. And I
4Aink our reindeer herders have griped that musk oxen are
ébmpeting with our reindeer for the same type of food. That
#Be desire of local residents, I would like to see this musk
é63en herd grow but also to be harvested by the people within
8éward Peninsula using sound harvest plans presented by either
Bhsh & Game or you as Fish & Wildlife.

46

477 It's just that we have been regulated so much by the
B8deral Government and the State Government that, you know,
4Bat we should continue to work with maybe Kawerak with -- as
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fion-region -- or a non-profit organization where the local
ribal governments, you know, maintain their -- or set their
8wn guide limits, their own seasons. We are restricted by
weather during the spring sometime that we're supposed to
harvest a certain number of animals. We are also -- are
festricted by certain conditions where we do not harvest game
When they are breeding, when they are raising their young
Because of the taste and difference and because it was passed

&n down to -- passed from generation to generation to respect
wldlife.

11

12 And it would be not in the best interests, you know, to

t38mpletely destroy, you know, the species that was introduced
there. And I think that it should be up to the local tribal
&bvernments within the community, you know, to set the harvest
lémits.

17

18 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Seetot. Any other
t8mments from the Council? Public? Staff? ADF&G?

20

21 MR. MACHIDA: Well, as the public comment said, you
RAow, I can think of one thing that people have asked us if the
P8deral Board passes a hunt, you know, what would happen to the
3fate hunt. And I think the State hunt would just have to
28adjust their totals, reduce the totals to compensate for
whatever the Federal Board decides on it as a quota.

27

28 How that's going to be done, I can't say. I mean what
Rappened is the Federal Board set up a session and a quota,
BOmber of permits, then I would guess that the State Board
®duld be polled as to see how they wanted to readjust the size
382 the quota. So I can't say what they'll do, but that's just
BBe scenario that I see happening, you know, if the Federal
Béard does establish some type of hunt.

35

36 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Machida, I
3pPpreciate your optimism with regard to the adaptability or
w8llingness by the State Board of Game to accommodate a Federal
B@nt if that is indeed the outcome of our action here. And I
BOpe that they would do that in a cooperative manner. I do
Ad1ld some hope for that happening, because I know that one of
é6ir colleagues from the Northwest Arctic Regional Council, he's
g3tting on the Board of Game now. So I'll share your optimism
£6r the time being.

45

46 Any -- yes, Ms. Armstrong.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I just wanted to point out, too,

#Bat because we have a recommendation to hold off on
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éstablishing a Federal hunt from the Northwest Arctic Regional
Qouncil that if this Council were to have a different
Becommendation on this proposal, that somehow we'd have to
#esolve those differences between the Councils at some point in
Btime. Because the Board doesn't really like to deal with
things -- I mean they want to see some consensus of opinion, I
Zhink, or some way of working out differences because they
8on't want to get in the middle of two opposing Councils'

8pinions.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Well, I don't think you really
hdve to worry about getting -- the Board getting between the
N3rthwest Arctic and the Seward Peninsula Councils. I can just

dabout guarantee that. We're very, very similar people and we
think the same way, and we're always open to a good argument

dhd we're willing to listen. And I'm sure they are, too. So I
didn't see that as a problem.

%g MR. MAGDANZ: Mr. Chairman.

g(l) CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Magdanz.

g% MR. MAGDANZ: One of the things that was discussed at

Phe Board meeting in Kenai was the action that might be taken
By the Federal Board. And I think everyone here is aware of
Béw the land status is distributed in the area, but were the
Rérmits -- the 24 animals that the State feels are available
4a81 used by the Federal hunt and the State did not have a hunt,
B8obably the most significant effect of that on local people
®0uld be to constrain the hunt to just -- to Federal public
B&nds which are not evenly distributed in the units. So there
wds some discussion at the Board about how certain villages
w3uld benefit from a Federal hunt and other villages would have
Bétter access under a State hunt.

35
36 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Magdanz. Any other
3@@mments or questions regarding Proposal Number 43 -- no, I

B8ke that back, 44, I'm sorry. I went back one too far.
39

40 MR. ADKISSON: Mr. Chairman.

41

42 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Adkisson.

43

44 MR. ADKISSON: 1In discussing numbers, I think, you

kbow, it may be useful to keep in mind that the original
p6oposal or the original recommendations of the Cooperative
Miiskox and Management Plan called for a total of 15 animals to
éB8me from 22 (D) and (E). The State Board of Game, when it met,
d4Acluded that portion of 23 and raised the total to 24 animals.
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1Twelve of those were to be allotted to the drawing permitted
Bunt as Jim explained and twelve of them were to be by
Begistration permits to be allocated in the villages on a first
éome, first serve basis.

5

6 The 24 animals isn't that much different from the 27
fhat you mentioned. One of the concerns that we have is just
®hat will happen if you run a joint Federal and a State hunt.
Bnd I think there's real concern among some of the land
hlnagement agencies of any kind of a proposal that will result
ih an increase of total animals much above 24 to 27 animals.

12

13 And I know from discussions inside our park -- among
bddr Park Staff there is real concern on any kind of a proposal
that would push any kind of more hunting pressure into that,
&6pecially 22 (E). What the Park's response to any such
pr¥oposal would be at this stage, I can't really tell you. I
jfst know that the discussions are there and the concerns are
tBere biologically. I'm aware of the remarks that you made
28rlier, and I understand that. But I have to still say that I
Phink there's concern on some of the Park Staff and the
22source management people on the Park. What the final result
@211 be, I don't know, but I think you should just be aware of
Phat situation.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Adkisson. Any
d%her comments, Staff? For the record, I'd like to welcome my
88cond cousin to the proceedings, Mr. Robert Charles. Any
dfher comments regarding Proposal 44 and the Staff analysis --
dftaft Staff analysis? Hearing none, I would entertain a motion

B8d adopt.

32

33 MR. KATCHEAK: I move.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us to
ddopt the proposal and analysis. Do we have a second?

37

38 MR. BARR: Second.

39

40 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

41

42 MR. BARR: Question.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

#hose in favor of adopting the proposal and the analysis
d6gnify by saying aye.

47

48 IN UNISON: Aye.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

2

3 (No opposing responses)

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. And on
behalf of the Council, I would like to thank Staff again for a
Pretty well-written analysis. Thank you, Mr. Kovach and

HBs. Armstrong.

9

10 Moving onto Proposal Number 45, this one probably won't

take all of two minutes. Mr. Kovach or Ms. Armstrong.

12

13 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm doing this one. You're right,
14 shouldn't take too long.

15

16 This proposal was submitted again by this Council, and
1% proposes to close the coyote hunting season to subsistence
hB8ers in Unit 22. There is an error in this proposal as well
48 a couple of others, not one that Steve and I put in of
26urse, but something that somebody editing did. The Federal

23dnds listed are incorrect in there. Federal pu- -- .....
22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The what?

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The Federal lands, they did a

déscription for Unit 23 instead of Unit 22. It should read:
F&deral public lands in Unit 22 include portions of the Bering
2&8nd Bridge National Preserve, the Yukon Delta National
®W91dlife Refuge and the Kobuk and Anchorage (ph) districts of
Bhe Bureau of Land Management. Overall Federal public lands
8bmprise approximately 50 percent of Unit 22, no Federal public
32nds occur in 22 (C).

33
34 There is, at the moment, a State hunting season for
3byote and for -- and a Federal hunting season. These are both

$6ry limited, two coyote in the season from September 1 to
Bpril 30th. There's also a trapping season under subsistence
B8g- -- Federal Subsistence regulations of no limit from
N8vember 1lst to April 15th. The way our regulations work, if
¢6u have a trapping license, you can also take something with a
firearm.

42
43 There are apparently no -- or there's not a viable
pépulation of coyote in the unit. There are coyote currently

4h Unit 18, and they are expanding their range in a northerly
dbrection. They expect that at some point in the future that
dHey will be established in Unit 22.

48

49 There is no customary and traditional use determination
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for coyote in 22 -- Unit 22, and that -- which means that all
federally qualified rural residents in the State of Alaska can
Bunt coyote in the unit.

4

5 We would recommend that the Regional Council and the
Bederal Subsistence Board consider modifying this proposal. We
Zhink an amendment should read that the Council should
8onsider, as well as the Board, closing Federal public lands to
Bunting and trapping, not just to hunting, in order to better
ifiplement the desires of the Council which is to eliminate all
tbyote hunting.

12

13 But in addition to that, we would like to recommend
that you consider allowing trappers who incidentally catch
tbyotes, that they be able to retain the coyotes; which we have
that case in the arctic fox trapping regulations in Unit 24.

$3@ there's probably an occasional coyote wandering through, and
18 somebody traps it, then they should be allowed to keep it.
19

20 This proposal conforms to sound wildlife management
Btrinciples and the requirements of ANILCA, and we recommend
ddopting it.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong.

25

26 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And comments on 45, the Alaska

D&partment of Fish & Game was neutral on it. They support the
BBoposal. And the Alaska Wildlife Alliance supports the --
86rry. That we support this proposal, they say it makes no

88nse to have a season where none exist. That's it.

gé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong. Any
d8mments from the public?

gé MR. BARR: Move to adopt with amendment.

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to adopt

BB8oposal 45 with the suggested amendments to, Number 1, also
B8strict trapping but allow incidently caught trapped animals.
400 I hear a second?

41

42 MR. SEETOT: Second.

43

44 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

45

46 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Knauer.

49
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1 MR. KNAUER: Clarification when he said on -- with the
dmendments, would that also be closing Federal public lands or
Bot? It's down there in that larger paragraph just before
Preliminary Conclusions with the .....

5

Q) MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman.

7

8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak. Let me read what
9ou're saying, Mr. Knauer.

10

11 MR. KNAUER: The last full sentence. It's the last

fAll sentence there just above Preliminary Conclusions.

13

14 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: So if we adopt that, then we would
b& disallowing coyote hunting and trapping on Federal public
lénds, is that not correct?

%; MR. KNAUER: (Nods head affirmatively.)

%8 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: But they would -- we would still
B& allowing other hunting and trapping?

gg MR. KNAUER: Oh, yes.

gé CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Mr. Maker of the motion,

@wéuld you consider amending your motion to include that we
2Jose Federal public lands to coyote hunting and trapping?
28

29 MR. BARR: Um-hum.
30
31 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to amend the

382iginal motion to adopt by including the Board should consider
83osing Federal public lands to coyote hunting and trapping.
BAd I think I would just leave it at that instead of to all
d5ers.

gs (Side conversations)

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do I hear a second?

jg MR. SEETOT: Second.

j% CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

ié MR. BARR: Question.

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The gquestion's been called on the

dmendment to include the Board should consider closing Federal
pblic lands to coyote hunting and trapping. All those in
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favor signify by saying aye.
IN UNISON: Aye.
CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

(No opposing responses)

OO0 JdJo U W

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. The
bftiginal motion to adopt Proposal 45 has been amended to
ifhclude that the Board should consider closing Federal public
l2ands to coyote hunting and trapping. We now have the main
h3tion before us, to adopt Proposal Number 45 and the Staff

ddalysis.

15

16 MR. BARR: Question.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All
tBose in favor signify by saying aye.

20

21 IN UNISON: Aye.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

24

25 (No opposing responses)

26

277 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. One

28mment with regard to no customary and traditional use
détermination for coyote, I would like to have that last phrase
38fi that particular sentence struck from the analysis because it
dbesn't make sense in the proposal to close all coyote hunting
38d trapping that you then turn around and say therefore all
Bral residents are eligible to take coyote in the unit.

34

35 So it's my motion that the analysis be concluded at
86here has been no customary and traditional use determination
83r coyote in Unit 22, period" and strike "therefore all rural
B8sidents are eligible to take coyote in the unit." I would
8fAtertain a motion to amend Proposal 45 in that regard.

40

41 MR. BARR: SO move.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us, do I
Béar a second?

45

46 MR. KATCHEAK: Second.

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

49
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1 MR. BARR: Question.
2
3 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

#hose in favor of the motion to strike "therefore all rural
besidents are eligible to take coyote in the unit" signify by
saying aye.

7

8 IN UNISON: Aye.

%O CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

%% (No opposing responses)

%2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. Moving
bdbhto Proposal 46. Ms. Armstrong or Mr. Kovach.

%g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: That's me. Proposal 46, also

$8bmitted by the Seward Peninsula Regional Advis- --
$8bsistence Advisory Council, asked to shorten the season for
R@res in Unit 22 from July 1 to June 30th to change it to
3éptember 1lst to April 15th. This proposal also -- the
dAalysis also has the incorrect lands for the Unit 22
d8scribed, and they are as were previously described in the
P#evious proposal and I won't read that again; I think we know
“Where the Federal public lands are by now.

26

277 As with the coyote, there is no -- no customary and
£8aditional determination has been made for hare in Unit 22.
BRAd also, as is the case in all no determinations, that means
Bhat any rural resident of the State can harvest hares in the
ghit.

32

33 The hare population has been depressed since the mid-
3280s, and the snowshoe hares typically have cyclic population
Bighs approximately every nine to eleven years. The current
d¢clic depression has been protracted due to unknown causes.
Biid although, we haven't done any -- no one has done any
88rveys, the population doesn't seem to have recovered yet.

39

40 Local residents have known that the current hunting
g&éason occurs during the breeding and rearing periods. And
4Hey've expressed concern at the fall meeting, as you probably
#8call, of this Regional Council, the local residents felt that
B4ving the hunting season occurring during the critical part of
4he life cycle may be jeopardizing the population. The meat is
dhedible during the breeding and rearing seasons, and I think
p&ople just recognize that there's no reason to have a hunt if
48's not a time when people would be hunting them.

49
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1 In one study, not to say that -- you know, I'm not sure
gxactly about this. But anyway, one study indicated that the
8ustomary and traditional season for hunting hares in the
#egion was generally from freeze-up, late October through late
Bpril. But as with all hunts, this could vary according to the
weather conditions in the year.

7

8 Closure of the hunting season from mid-April through
Bugust would benefit the hares by protecting them during the
bfleeding and young rearing periods. And as with the previous
bhe, this proposal conforms to the recognized principles of
¥21dlife management. Closure of Federal public lands to the
tdking of hares by all hunters during the proposed closed
périod should be considered by the Board to make the season
thange truly effective. Which means you could make an
damendment to this saying that you would also recommend that all
F&deral public lands be closed to the taking of hares by all

hB8ers during the time period of April -- what -- April 1l6th to
Afigust 30th.

20

21 MR. KATCHEAK: I have a question on .....

22

23 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak.

24

25 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... or a comment on that proposal to
2bose out April. Traditionally, we've been hunting around that
£ime when the rab- -- hares are together, it's much more easier
£8 get then. And I haven't -- in my experience, I haven't had

d9problem with eating the hare at any time of the year. I get
3@ whenever I can.

31
32 And a question on you're distinguishing arctic -- or
B38re -- or snowshoe hare and arctic hare. I always think that

BAe snowshoe rabbit and arctic hare are two different things.
35

36 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Ask the biologist here.

37

38 MR. KOVACH: I'm sorry, I missed the gquestion.

39

40 MR. KATCHEAK: The question was I had mentioned that
dhere was snowshoe hare and arctic hare. Okay. What's the

d2fference between the snowshoe hare and the arctic hare?

43

44 MR. KOVACH: They are different species entirely. The
dbctic hare or also known as the tundra hare occurs more
A6rtherly and generally on the coastal areas. And the snowshoe
BAdres which also do generally occur on the coast but also are
p8edominant in the interior. Snowshoe hares are about one-half
#8 one-third the size of tundra hares, tundra hares are much
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3 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Jack rabbits.

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those are what we call jack
fabbits.

7

8 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Uh-huh.

9

10 MR. KOVACH: That's another common name for them, yeah.
11

12 MR. KATCHEAK: Yeah. Well, I don't have a problem with
tBe snowshoe hare, I know how it looks, arctic hare I also am
dware of what it looks like too, we call it a jack rabbit. But
$howshoe hare that's, you know, a different description of some
dther kind or hare or rabbit. But I think that I would leave

that hunt whenever it's available. We -- like I said earlier,
%8 hunt it whenever it's there and when it's available, easier
t® get. Either -- I've never had a problem with people

26mplaining about when they're rutting they have a different
Raste or a wild taste.

22

23 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: So you do hunt it year round?

24

25 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes.

26

277 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

28

29 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr, Katcheak.

Bf. Tocktoo.

31

32 MR. TOCKTOO: No.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: You just wanted to wave at me?
35

36 MR. TOCKTOO: I thought I had a question but I don't.
37

38 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Tocktoo. Any

Brther comments or questions? And again on behalf of the
€6uncil, I'd like to thank Staff for their analysis. What 1is
#he wish of the body? The Chair will entertain a motion.

42

43 MR. KATCHEAK: 1I'll move, Mr. Chairman.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak moves to adopt, do I
BAéar a second?

47

48 MR. BARR: Second.

49
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

MR. SEETOT: Question.

adwbdh -

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All
those in favor of the Proposal Number 46 and the Staff analysis
gignify by saying aye.

8

9 IN UNISON: Aye.

10

11 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

12

13 (No opposing responses)

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We'll
teke a 10 minute break.

17

18 (Off record)

19

20 (On record)

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We are now back in order. Looking
a8 Proposal Number 47. Ms. Armstrong or Mr. Kovach.

24

25 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chairman. Proposal Number 47, again
g6bmitted by this Council, requests a reduction in the wolf
Rinting season for all of Unit 22. The current season being

Rfgust 10 through April 30. The request being to reduce that
88 November 10 to April 15. The primary reason being that this
86rresponds to the period of pelt primeness. It's when wolves
dte traditionally taken and it promotes proper conservation of
wdlves by not allowing their take outside of the period of pelt

BPimeness.
34
35 This is the third and last of the proposals where

36mehow electronically the description of Federal lands got
B¥ansposed with that found up in 23, and that will be corrected
88r the Board meeting.

39

40 The Federal Subsistence Program has had a no limit for
wblves in 1990, a 10 wolf harvest limit from '91 to '93, and a
43 limit again beginning last year. State regulations, their
43mits for wolves under hunting has ranged from as low as two
wdlves to as high as no limit. The Federal Subsistence Board
dbcreased the harvest limit last year from 10 to no limit at
4bhe request of the Alaska Department of Fish & Game. This
@duncil specifically objected to that proposal at that time
é8ting that the season included times when pelts were not prime
4Ad allowing to take wolves outside of the prime pelt period
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was wasteful.

2

3 Currently, the Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Believes that the wolf population within the unit is on an
Sncreasing trend. Compliance with sealing requirements with
wolves is considered to be relatively low. Sealing records for
fhe most part do not separate animals taken while hunting from
8hose taken while trapping. However, the sealing records do
Provide us some insight as to who is harvesting wolves, the
dPproximate locations of harvest activities and the timing of
those activities.

12

13 Overall, residents in Unit 22 have sealed a total of
237 wolves between 1984 and '93. Other rural Alaska residents
dhd non-rural Alaska residents have sealed two and four wolves
téspectively over the same 10 year time period. In a multi-
Y&ar study by the Alaska Department of Fish & Game Subsistence
D&vision in Brevig Mission, Golovin, Shishmaref and Stebbins,
tBere were only two wolves reported by the residents of
@6lovin. From sealing records it is known that the villages
Rhinting the most number of wolves in Unit 22 is Shaktoolik.

22

23 As you can see from this graphic, the December through
MArch period accounts for 88 percent of the wolves sealed by
28sidents of Unit 22 with January accounting for 34 percent of
£he total. This graphic shows the number of wolves sealed by
dnth. There, as you can see, only three wolves or 1.2 percent
38 the total were sealed during August or September. No wolves
@¥8re -- had been reported during the month of October. So for
BAis time -- 10 year time period for those wolves that have
B&en reported, the period that the Council wishes to restrict,
BHere's only been three out of the total reports.

33

34 Adoption of this proposal, though not necessarily -- is
86t necessary on a biological basis, however it would bring the
®61lf season more in line with the average period of when pelts
3d¥e prime and, presumably, would reduce some of those wolves
B8ken outside of the period of pelt primeness.

39

40 Adoption of the proposal would also allow for hunting
wdlves only during that time period when wolves are customarily
4Ad traditionally hunted.

43

44 Adoption of the proposal would not prohibit anyone from
#8king a wolf with a State hunting license during the

Atgust 10th through November 9 period on Federal public lands
diiless those lands were closed to the harvest of wolves
gpecifically by the Board.

49
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1 The -- there is one recommendation that we would like
2o make to the Council and to the Board and that is the request
Bhat you consider modifying the proposal to change the opening
date from November 10 to November 1st. This would result in
8lignment of the hunting and trapping seasons so they have the
same date for opening.

7
8 The public comments we have received to date on this
Proposal are two. The first was from the Alaska Department of

Flsh & Game saying they were neutral on this proposal. A
$@écond was received from the Alaska Wildlife Alliance and they
$Apported with the modification. Basically, they wanted a
tBosure date of April 1st instead of April 15th. And that
téncludes our report, Mr. Chair.

15

16 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Kovach. For the
t@cord, I'd like the electronic coordinator to make sure that
tBey put the right Federal public land description in the
dPpropriate unit. The Chair would entertain a motion to amend
2He proposal as recommended by Staff to make the proposed
Z2égulation from November 1lst to April 15th to coincide with the
PZapping season, and also to close Federal public lands to the
R38rvest of wolves to by other than federally qualified
8d4bsistence users. And the Chair would entertain such a

mbtion.

26

277 MR. KATCHEAK: Move.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I have a motion before us to

BO6dify the original proposal to change the season date from
November 10 to April 15th, to change it to November 1lst to
Bpril 15th to coincide with the trapping season and also to
dmdend the proposal to close Federal public lands to the harvest
384 wolves by other than federally qualified subsistence users.
35

36 MR. BARR: ©Now, who would that be, Mr. Chairman,
f&derally qualified, is that the Federal people alone or what?
38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: That's a good question. We could
48y that. No, it says federally qualified, those that are --
#éet the definition of Title VIII, is that not true,

M?. Knauer?

43

44 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach.

47

48 MR. KOVACH: The current customary and traditional use

d8termination for wolves includes all rural residents of
50
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Unit 6, 9, 10, which being those on Unimak Island only, 11, 12
dnd 13 and Units 16 through 26. Those are the people who are
Gualified federal subsistence users of wolves for Unit 22.

4

5 MR. BARR: Well, that answers my question.

6

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: One note for the public record.
8'd also like to note that we would -- we will -- in light of

8ur work session that we had on customary and traditional use
déterminations earlier this month, that at our October meeting
& will be entertaining proposals to change the customary and
tzaditional use determinations of all species covered by the
F8deral Subsistence Management regulations and trapping
tégulations -- hunting and trapping regulations with regard to
C&T use. And this will apply to not only these proposals but
dbso all resource species listed under the Federal Subsistence
M3dnagement Program.

18

19 Mr. Knauer.

20

21 MR. KNAUER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. What you may wish to
42 is as you did on the -- one of the earlier proposals, not

23ose Federal public lands during the season but close the
Péderal public lands during the time that the Federal season is
2hosed. In other words, you would still allow, possibly,

26sidents from over -- I think that's the -- was the major
2fitent.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Hearing that, I would

g8fitertain a motion to modify our amendment to Proposal 47 so
Bhat we are closing Federal public lands during the August 10th
82 November 9 period.

33

34 MR. KATCHEAK: Move.

35

36 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us to

B@dify our closure of Federal public lands to that period of
B8me from August 10 to November 9 for the harvest of wolves.
39

40 MR. SEETOT: Second.

jé CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

ii MR. BARR: Question.

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

4Hose in favor of the amendment to Proposal 47 to change the
é8osure to the period from August 10 to November 9 signify by

48ying aye.
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é IN UNISON: Aye.

2 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

Z (No opposing responses)

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously.

%O MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

%% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Chair -- Mr, Knauer.

%2 MR. KNAUER: It might be easier to say that the Federal

ptblic lands are closed except during the open Federal season,
that way, for example, you've previously modified it to
N@dvember 1, and if there are other modifications you choose to
h8ke, that way it floats with you .....

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

21

22 MR. KNAUER: ..... and 1t's consistent.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So noted. Staff will make the

dppropriate changes in the proposal before the Board. It's on
2he record, right, Madam Recorder?

27

28 COURT REPORTER: Yes, sir.

29

30 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: What is the wish of the body with

Bégard to Proposal 47? We'll entertain a motion at this time.
3By the way, for the record, I would like it to be entered in
BBe record that Proposal 47 was one of the last proposals put
férward by our untimely deceased colleague Mr. Roy Petie Otun
3ph), and I hereby designate Proposal 47 as the Roy P. Otun

B6oposal.
37
38 MR. BARR: Is there a motion on the floor?
39
40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We do have a motion I believe to
ddopt. Do I hear a second? Was there a motion to adopt?
42
43 MR. BARR: Yeah, he made a motion.
44
45 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes.
46
47 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. We need a second.
48
49 MR. BARR: Didn't you second it or .....
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% MR. SEETOT: (Nods head affirmatively.)

2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a second. We're in
8iscussion.

g MR. BARR: Discussion?

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah.

%2 MR. BARR: Question.

%g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Is that not where we are?

%é UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yeah.

%g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. That's where we are. We

h8ve a motion, a second, we're in discussion on the adoption of
P2oposal 47 and the amended draft Staff analysis. What is the
@wish of the body?

21

22 MR. BARR: Question.

23

24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

Phose in favor of the proposal and draft Staff analysis signify
B¢ saying aye.

27

28 IN UNISON: Aye.

29

30 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

31

32 (No opposing responses)

33

34 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We
Bave adopted the Roy P. Otun Proposal Number 47.

36

37 Moving onto Proposal 48, Mr. Kovach or Ms. Armstrong.
38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Bhhoposal 48 was also submitted by the Seward Peninsula Regional
Advisory Council, and it asks for permission to use nets to
Aarvest ptarmigan in Unit 22 (B). This proposal is closely
#8lated to the next proposal, Proposal 49, which increases the
dd4ily harvest and possession limit of ptarmigan in 22 (B).

45

46 In 22(B), there are Federal public lands mostly
édnsisting of Bureau -- or entirely consisting of Bureau of
L8nd Management lands which are located primarily in the
A8rtheastern portion of the subunit. They make up about 20
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percent of Unit 22 (B).

2
3 As you know, ptarmigan are known for their boom and
Bust cycles. There have been no surveys of ptarmigan in

Bnit 22, so we don't know exactly what the population is at
this time. Anecdotal information from ADF&G and the Park
Jervice indicate that current populations are pretty strong of

ptarmigan.
9
10 All residents in Unit 22 and rural residents of 11, 13,

1%, 16, 20(D) and 23 have positive customary and traditional
h2e determinations of ptarmigan.

13

14 Federal Subsistence management regulations allow the
h5e of snares to take ptarmigan; however, as you know, there
d6e many people in this region who have used nets for
hdrvesting ptarmigan in the past and I'm sure probably
tfrrently do as well. The practice of using snares to take
pBarmigan is a customary and traditional method today,
RArticularly in 22 (B).

21

22 The way this is done -- I might add that Barb worked --
8Be worked on a number of these proposals, and some of this was
Bdrb's work. And I think she needs to be -- this is her first

2bvolvement in doing proposals and she needs to be given some
26edit for doing a good job on these. But the practice
2flcludes loosely stretching a net among the willows where
P8armigan feed, and as that ptarmigan land on the willows then
2Bey become tangled in the net. The nets are checked daily and
Béset as needed. Other practices include stringing a net
B&étween the poles, raising the net as ptarmigan feed up slope
3@ the morning and dropping it down on the birds, therefore by
BBapping them.

34

35 The local people indicate that the use of nets is a
$6ry efficient way of capturing ptarmigan and of capturing a
2drge number of birds in a very short period of time. As with
B8res, ptarmigan are used during the winter as a fresh meat

3fpplement to put -- to the food that they put up during the
8Pring, summer and the fall. Nets are an efficient means to
éapture ptarmigan. The efficiency could cause an adverse
éffect to -- impact to a locally depressed ptarmigan population

4Bat is in a cyclic low. Such impacts could result in
é4tending the time required for the population to recover to
pbevious abundance levels. Also, the use of nets to capture
weldlife carries an inherent risk of capturing non-target

gecies. This risk rises substantially if nets are left out
48d unattended.

49
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1 This change would legalize a customary and traditional
Bractice that is currently used. The use of the nets in itself
Would not affect the health of the ptarmigan population;
Aowever, in combination with increased harvest and possession
Pimits, it could have an adverse impact during some periods in
their abundance cycles. So while, you know, now they're
Zonsidered to be fairly large populations and reasonably
Btrong, it's probably all right. But it may be something that
would need to be reconsidered at another point in time.

10

11 And in comments on this proposal -- just a second -- we
hdd a comment only from ADF&G, and they were neutral on this.
TBey said that although this change would increase the

p#armigan harvest, they didn't -- had no idea how much. And
they said that ptarmigan are hunted heavily only in the western
pértion of 22(B). They suggest that in the interest of
t@nservative management that the area be only limited to 22 (B)
&8st of the -- I don't know how you say that -- Niukluk/Fish
R9ver Drainage.

20

21 That concludes my presentation.

22

23 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong. For

£Be record, on Page 33, I would recommend that we strike the
2a8st two sentences because that's not how the nets are
gastomary and traditionally used. You don't leave them up.
23u might leave the ones that are strung in the willows up.
28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Are you saying the last two
88ntences of the first paragraph?

31

32 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The last two sentences on
Bdge 33 .....

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... of the top paragraph.
38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those sentences reading: Also,

4He use of nets to catch wildlife carries an inherent risk for
é3pturing non-target species. And the nets I'm thinking about
46 not capture non-target species because they are only raised
46 capture ptarmigan that are flying through. And you don't
46ave them up and unattended because it's just not done, that's
d7wasteful occurrence.

48

49 And as far as increasing harvest, it will not increase
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the harvest because these practices -- this custom and
fradition is part of the customs and traditions of how you --
Bhese people of 22 (B) currently harvest ptarmigan when they're
4n that abundance. It's not like we go out there and try to
Batch ptarmigan that are in a depressed part of their cycle in
this way. When ptarmigan populations are low, it's not an
@fficial means of trying to catch ptarmigan because they do not
8ly about in flocks large enough to allow an efficient harvest
8f large numbers.

10

11 So I would ask that the Staff analysis be changed so
tBhat there is no statement saying that this will increase the
h3rvest because it will not because this is an ongoing custom
d4d tradition currently being practiced. So that the harvest
t&te will remain the same, all we're doing is legalizing the

téstom and tradition of using a net to capture -- efficiently
tdpture ptarmigan.

18

19 I would like to thank Barb for taking part in this

3@8aff analysis, and I thank Helen and Steve for putting
Pbgether a pretty good analysis. And hopefully, they will
2Bhange their analysis to reflect our concerns.

23

24 MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chair.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak.

27

28 MR. KATCHEAK: I'd 1like to add Unit 22 which is --

B8cause it's already a existing practice on the Unit 22 area
3lso. I would like to add Unit 22 (A) because to protect the

8hes that are already practicing use of net to cap- -- to .....
32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I wasn't aware of anybody in 22 (A)
34ing nets but if you do, well, then we'll add 22 (A). I would
g8htertain .....

36

37 MR. KATCHEAK: I don't really but .....

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... a motion.

40

41 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... some of the elderly people do
4Hat.

43

44 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Down around Stebbins?

45

46 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes.

47

48 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Then I would entertain a motion to
d4Aclude 22 (A) as part of part of 20- -- or Proposal 48.
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1

2 MR. BARR: We use snares, Mr. Chairman, we don't use
dets.

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Then you're not included.

6o would you make a motion to include 22 (A), Mr. Katcheak?
7

8 MR. KATCHEAK: I so move.

%O CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to amend
Ptoposal 48 to include 22 (A).

%g MR. BARR: Second the motion.

%é CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

%g MR. SEETOT: Question.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

2hose in favor of the amendment to Proposal 48 to include
Dhit 22 (A) signify by saying aye.

22

23 IN UNISON: Aye.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

26

27 (No opposing responses)

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. Now,
®8 have -- yes.

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I just had a question about this
B8fore we moved on from it 'cause I wanted .....

34

35 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: We still haven't adopted .....
36

37 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... to have this .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... the whole thing yet.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It was Jjust for the analysis. I

wanted to just make sure I understand the way this is done,
4Bat it's not possible to take other species of birds with the
Aéts?

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: No. You're out there with your
Aét. The way I understand this practice is you're out there
w8th the net, and generally it takes two people.

49
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MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

w N~

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: You have one on each end of this
det, and you put it up and hold it up until such time as you
5ee a flock of birds coming your way .....

g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Okay.

g CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... and they're flying.

%2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So you wait, and as soon as they
&ét close within the range of the net, as soon as -- before

they even hit the net, you start pulling it down. Because if
¥6é6u wait until they hit it, that net is going to .....
17

18 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. Um-hum.

19

20 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... go back this way. So you
Rave to push it .....

22

23 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... down just before they hit
£he net and you push it down like that.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

29

30 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: So it's not like you leave it out
Bhere because, you know, you ain't going to catch any -- you
d32n't going to catch too much.

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm going to add a little more to
Bhis to explain that better.

36

37 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Thanks.

40

41 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: And it will not increase the

B3rvest because these are currently practiced customs and
#Baditions .....

44

45 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... in the harvest. So they're
48ready included in the harvest.

49
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MS. H. ARMSTRONG: They're already being done. Um-hum.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So there's no increase. That was
y objection .....

MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

OJoOUdS WM P

CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... to that statement. So any
ther comments or questions regarding Proposal 487

10

11 MR. KATCHEAK: Just one. I might kind of incriminate
h¥ people, that is if that's how we're going to propose and to
ddd Unit 22, I see some of these people that practice that
h4ing use of net, they put it right on the willows and you
tédn .....

16

17 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. That's -- it's already in
h&8re on using the willow part. That's no problem. But they
dén't use the big nets like you do .....

gg MR. KATCHEAK: Right.

g% CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... out in the open area.
gé MR. KATCHEAK: Yeah.

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: I'm —— I think Edward William

N&lson even has those in his book, little short nets about this
B2%g that are made from sinew, and they string them in the
#flllows. So I don't have any problem with that either.

31

32 What is the wish of the body with regard to Proposal 48
38d analysis?

34

35 MR. BARR: Motion to adopt.

36

37 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to adopt. Do I
B&8ar a second?

39

40 MR. SEETOT: Second.

41

42 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

43

44 MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

4Hose in favor of adopting Proposal Number 48 as amended
§8gnify by saying aye.

49
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IN UNISON: Aye.
CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

(No opposing responses)

~N oo wbdh

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We now
Bove onto Proposal Number 49. Ms. Armstrong or Mr. Kovach.

9

10 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Hold on one second. Okay. 49 is
thine. This proposal also was proposed by the Seward Peninsula
$Absistence Regional Advisory Council, and it would increase
tBe daily bag limit for ptarmigan in Unit 22 (B) from 20 per day
té 40, and the possession limit from 40 to 80. This proposal
15 closely related to the previous proposal, as you know, which
dsked for the use of nets.

17

18 The Federal public lands are as they were described in
tBe previous proposal that make up about 20 percent of

gait 22(B). We've already discussed the C&T determinations for

2+ in the previous proposal. And the status of ptarmigan, I
2Rink if the Federal Subsistence Board adopts Proposal 48 to
23low the use of nets to harvest ptarmigan, then an increase in
Phe bag and possession limit is needed to reflect the increased
2bficiency from the use of nets since captures of 20 or more

ptarmigan at one time are common. I think that's the basic
?2&ason for making this proposal.

28

29 The daily harvest and possession limits could be

Fficreased as proposed without affecting the health of the

Ptarmigan populations during those periods in their abundance
3¥%cles when, as currently is the case, those populations are
88rong. And again, it might become necessary to reduce those

Fdmits during other periods in their -- the low part of their
dbundance cycle.

36

37 And for comments, the ADF&G was neutral on this

B8oposal, noting that although this change could increase the
PRarmigan harvest, the Department is not sure again by how
#llch. And they -- their comment was essentially the same as
4he one they gave for 48, asking that it be limited to 22 (B)
édst of the Niukluk/Fish River Drainage.

43

44 That concludes our presentation.

45

46 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong. As far

42 the proposal itself, I would entertain a motion to modify
4HBe proposal itself under Effect where it says "unknown,"
§Brike unknown and insert "currently practiced customary and
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traditional methods and means of harvest, no additional effect
dn ptarmigan population. And under Effect of proposed change
8n subsistence users, we'd change the sentence "more in line
with customary and traditional practices" to legalizes ongoing
Bustomary and traditional practices.

6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman, could you
Bepeat that change you wanted made? I didn't follow where it
#¥as going.

%2 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The first or second one?

%g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, why don't you start with .....
%é CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

%g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... both of them.

%g CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The first one under Effect of

PBoposed change on fish and wildlife populations, I would .....
21

22 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay.
23
24 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... ask that "unknown" be struck

ahd that substitute language be inserted to read: Currently
Pbacticed customary and traditional methods and means of
Rdrvest - no additional effect on ptarmigan populations. And
Afder Effect of proposed change on subsistence users, strike
28ore in line with" and insert "legalizes ongoing customary and

Bfaditional practices." Is that plain, .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yes. Got it.

33

34 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... Ms. Armstrong?
35

36 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Got it.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Does that change your
dfalysis any?

40

41 MR. KOVACH: I don't think so.

42

43 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No. I -- although, I might just add
§émething to that effect .....

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... in the analysis.
49
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1 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Any other comments or concerns
Zegarding Proposal Number 49? I would entertain a motion to
Bodify Proposal Number 49 as outlined.

4

5 MR. SEETOT: So moved.

o

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to modify

Broposal 49 as outlined on the record. Do I hear a second?
9

10 MR. BARR: Second.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

13

14 MR. BARR: Question.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called on
PZoposal 40- -- on the amendment to Proposal 49, all those in
f8vor signify by saying aye.

19

20 IN UNISON: Aye.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously,

PBoposal 49 has been amended as outlined on the record. We now
Rdve before us the main proposal. What is the wish of the body
@hth regard to Proposal 49 as amended? The Chair would
ghtertain a motion to adopt.

5573 MR. KATCHEAK: I move.

%8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to adopt
Btoposal 49 as amended, do I hear a second?

gg MR. SEETOT: Second.

gé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

gg MR. BARR: Question.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The gquestion's been called. All

4Hose in favor of Proposal 49 as amended signify by saying aye.
41

42 IN UNISON: Aye.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

45

46 (No opposing responses)

47

48 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We now

#w8ve onto Proposal Number 51 which has been added to the back
50
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df our booklet. Staff.

2

3 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to lump
#ogether Proposal 51, 64 and 65, I'm going to discuss them
Simultaneously that'll make it easier for you and probably for
e as well.

7

8 51 was proposed by the Northwest Arctic Regional
Qouncil, and it basically asked for in Unit 23 for caribou a
tBange in the harvest limit of five caribou per day to fifteen
tdribou per day. In Proposal 64, which was submitted by the
N3rth Slope Regional Council, it asked for a increase of five
t3 ten caribou per day in Unit 26 (A), from five to ten per day
14 26(B) and from ten to ten per day in 26(C). Proposal 65
which is closely related was submitted by the Kuukpikmiut
V6llage Council of Nuigsut, and they asked for an increase of
hdrvest from five to ten per day in 26(A), but that the limit
i8 26 (B) be increased from five total to ten total.

19

20 These proposals have already been brought forth before
Phose Councils, and Northwest Arctic supported Proposal 51
@WAich was for Unit 23; the Northwest -- the North Slope
R&8gional Council supported Proposal 64 but not 65. And they
2d4ch deferred to the other Councils as to what to do in their
26gions. I mean they appreciated us bringing them before them
Bét said that they would leave it up to the Council of that
Rdrticular unit.

28

29 The reason it's being brought before you today is
B8cause one of the herds in those regions, the Western Arctic
Baribou Herd, does come down into this area. Basically, the --
32m going to really briefly summarize since we're running out
88 time rapidly here. But the Western Arctic Caribou Herd, you
Béard yesterday from Steve, is estimated to be about -- the
E&st count was 450,000 caribou; probably I think he mentioned a
Bégure of 500,000 today. The C&T for the Western Arctic

Bdribou Herd includes Units 22(A), (B) -- (A) and (B) which is
®By we're bringing it before you.

39

40 The Board had a similar proposal to these in 1992 which

d3¥ked for a no harvest limit of caribou in Unit 26. And at
4Hat time, the Board opposed it based on lack of evidence to
gd8pport that the change was needed and a concern that such a
44mit would result in waste and the requirements of ANILCA to
#Baintain healthy wildlife populations.

46

47 There is no biological reason to oppose the limit to
d48crease to 10 per day in Unit 26 and then the proposal for 15
P8r day in 23 as long as there is -- the only problem we see is
50
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there's a current restriction of the number of caribou that you
2an actually export from Unit 26. And you don't want to see
Beople coming up the Dalton Highway and taking excessive
Aumbers of caribou. So we had recommended and the North Slope
Gouncil accepted and actually amended that the existing
festriction be kept at five caribou per day that are allowed to
Be exported from Unit 26(C); that's the existing
Becommendation, and then they amended that to all of Unit 26
@ith the exception of Anaktuvuk Pass.

10

11 We had a pretty good discussion in Kotzebue about this
pZoposal and discussing part- -- the reason that they wanted
tBe increase that they can actually take up to 20 or, perhaps,
thére caribou in a boat. They have large boats so -- that they
h&ed to go out to Norton Sound. And I think it was the boats
that they were more considered -- concerned about even then,

p@rhaps, how many they could carry on their snowmachine sleds.
18

19 If anybody has any other questions, I can fill in, but
Phat's the gist of it.

21

22 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Ms. Armstrong. On
PBoposal 51 and it might carry -- let me look at 50- -- 64 and

B8. Yeah, I think it would carry probably to 64 and 65. Under
BEfect of proposed change on subsistence users, I would
2écommend that -- well, this is their particular proposal, 23,
R@rthwest Arctic or the other two in the North Slope. But
Af8der the Effect of proposed change, it would -- I would change
PBat first sentence to read: This will have a positive effect,
BY increasing the efficiency and maximizing the time of the
Barvesters. Mr. Knauer.

32

33 MR. KNAUER: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Because that is their
34 those are their words, we would not be changing that part,
Bhat's what they submitted. We would at various times change
Pérts of the analysis, but we do not try and change the
FfAformation that an originator puts in.

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. I would move that those be
46 that change be moved to the analysis then under Discussion,
wherever the effect is discussed. That's the only change that
42would recommend. And I would entertain a motion from the
B3dy with regard to Proposals 51, 64 and 65 at this time.

44

45 MR. BARR: So move.

46

477 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion to I'll assume
48opt or support .....

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



164

1 MR. BARR: Yeah.

2

3 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... Proposals 51, 64 and 65. Do
4 hear a second?

5

6 MR. SEETOT: Second.

7

8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Seconded. Discussion.

9

10 MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All
tBose in favor of supporting Proposals 51, 64 and 65 signify by
$4ying aye.

15

16 IN UNISON: Aye.

17

18 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

19

20 (No opposing responses)

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. We
BR38ve move- -- Mr. Knauer.

24

25 MR. KNAUER: Yes. I would like to clarify or

Ahderstand a little bit. Are you saying that you are
8llpporting what the primary Council did with each of those
d8tions?

29

30 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes.

31

32 MR. KNAUER: Okay. Because in one case, they chose to
B8ject a proposal.

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: They rejected 65 and supported 64,
Bécause 65 was more limiting.

37

38 MR. KNAUER: 64 and 65 are covering essentially the

88me thing but 65 is more limiting, so that particular Council
#8commended adoption of 64 and they recommended rejection of
65 .

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And the basis of that was?

44

45 MR. KNAUER: Because 64 was more liberal and more in
d6ne with their customary practices.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 65 asked for -- wanted an increase

figom five total caribou to ten total in 26 (B), and 64 asked for
50
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dn increase of five total to ten per day. So they supported
Proposal 64 instead of the more limiting one of 65. And you
Beally have to either support one or the other because they
éontradict each other.

5
Q) CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: One thing I like about 65 though
is -- okay, 1t has the same thing in 64. What is the wish of

8he body, do we wish to support Proposals 51 and 64 in line
@#ith our colleagues on the North Slope Regional Advisory
COuncil and the Northwest rather than being ambiguous and
$tlpporting 65 also?

12

13 MR. BARR: Do we make a new motion?
14
15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I would ask for an amendment so

that we only support the actions of the Northwest and the North
$Jope Federal Subsistence Regional Advisory Council with regard
t8 Proposal 51 and 64.

19

20 MR. BARR: I amend to go that route.

21

22 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have an amendment, do we have a
28cond?

24

25 MR. SEETOT: Second.

26

27 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

28

29 MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

30

31 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All

BHose in favor of amending the original motion to support
BBoposal 51 and 64 only signify by saying aye.

34

35 IN UNISON: Aye.

36

37 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

38

39 (No opposing responses)

40

41 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously.
42

43 MR. BARR: I'm glad you brought that up.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We now move onto Proposal
Hémber 37.

47

48 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chairman. Number 37 was submitted

b9 the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Regional Advisory Council. It
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tequests the creation of a caribou hunt north of the Yukon
River. They request a five caribou per day harvest limit,
Bimiting the -- with the exception that cows may not be limited
4- may not be harvested from May 16 through June 30th. They
bequest a season of July 1lst through June 30th.

6

7 This request was basically precipitated by a Federal
B8ubsistence Board action that occurred last November. As you
fay recall, a large number of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd,
f6r the first time in a long time, occupied the Andreafsky
Mdéuntains portion of the Nulato Hills in the area north of the
YAdkon River. In response to that movement of animals, there
#%38s a petition to the Board requesting an emergency opening to
tdke advantage of caribou.

15

16 The Federal Subsistence Board originally closed car- --
471 hunting of caribou by all users north of the Yukon River in
1892 due to concerns over the low numbers of the Andreafsky
Méuntain Herd if, in fact, it still existed. There was a
glestion as to whether or not it still existed. The Board
2&opened hunting for caribou because of the massive numbers of
W&stern Arctic's present would basically negate any taking of
RAdreafsky Mountain caribou, if in fact they still existed.

24

25 The Board also created an interim C&T decision listing
26 communities, one along the Kuskokwim River, 11 along the
fidkon River and two in the southern portion of the Norton
38und; these being Stebbins and St. Michaels. That's why this
Bfoposal is being brought to you today.

30

31 Basically what the proposal is just asking for is to
Bt in permanent effect the temporary season that the Federal
B3ard authorized. The Federal Board only authorized a season

BAat was similar to what was on -- what is currently on the
Bboks with Alaska Department of Fish & Game, that being a one
8&ribou bag limit -- one caribou during the period of
Bébruary 1lst through the end of March.

38

39 The Yukon Delta Advisory Council will be meeting next

w8ek to deliberate on their proposals. And that's all I have.
41

42 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you, Mr. Kovach. One
é8ncern that I have about this particular proposal is the fact
#Bat it does not -- it is not conditional on the migration of
#he caribou south of the Yukon -- I mean south of the

Uhalakleet River. And that was one of the provisos which the
Bdard made when they did that emergency change in November.
TBat was their -- their concern reflected concern over the
Afdreafsky Caribou Herd, and I mentioned that the McDonald Herd
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thight be part of that herd. That there has been a small group
@f caribou/reindeer in the McDonald area of -- that area
Between the Yukon River and the Unalakleet River since -- ever
gince I could remember, even though they're pretty hard to get.
5

6 But I would have concern over that herd with this five
Zaribou per day limit absent the presence of the Western Arctic
8aribou Herd.

9

10 MR. BARR: Mr. Chairman.

11

12 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Barr.

13

14 MR. BARR: The -- that Advisory Council hasn't met yet
dh this have they?

16

17 MR. KNAUER: No, they have not.

18

19 MR. BARR: Well, .....

20

21 MR. KNAUER: They're meeting next week.

22

23 MR. BARR: ..... I'd suggest we wait until they go over

2% and act (ph) on our October meeting I would think.

25

26 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I understand your concern over the
dZliberations of the Yukon Delta Regional Advisory Council, but
@% concern is over the Andreafsky/McDonald Reindeer Herd there
28 the southern Unalakleet area. And that's within the purview
8fi Unit 22 (A) which is part of our region here as the Federal
Stibsistence Advisory Board. And the majority of those lands,
8@rrect me if I'm wrong, Staff, those are BLM lands in that
3Bea.

34

35 MR. KOVACH: And there's a little bit of Refuge land as
w611.

37

38 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. There's gquite a bit of

B9sh & Wildlife Service land and BLM land. The Fish & Wildlife
88rvice being the Refuge lands?

41

42 MR. KOVACH: Correct.

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum.

45

46 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So I would entertain a motion or

43k that we modify this particular proposal since it does deal
with that area north of the Yukon River. I would ask that we
d8end the proposal so that we make this conditional on the
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thigration of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd down into this
drea as originally deliberated by the Board in November. And I
Would entertain such a motion.

4

5 MR. SEETOT: So move.

o

7 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a motion before us to

8mend Proposal 37 to make it conditional on the migration of
fhe Western Arctic Caribou Herd south of the Unalakleet River
48 deliberated by the Federal Subsistence Board at their

Noévember 9 meeting in Anchorage. Discussion.

%g MR. BARR: Who seconded?

%é CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Seetot.

%g MR. BARR: He made a motion.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: He made the motion?

gg MR. BARR: I second the motion.

g% CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We have a second. Discussion.
gé MR. KATCHEAK: Question.

gg CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Before I call for the question,

M8. Katcheak, I'd like to make sure that Mr. Barr understands
@By I am requesting this amendment, even though the Yukon Delta
BBuncil has not deliberated on this proposal, in that I am
dbncerned about the caribou/reindeer in the Andreafsky Mountain
d2ea and also the McDonald area of Game Management Unit 22 (A).
33

34 MR. BARR: That answers my question.

35

36 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. I will entertain a call for
BHe question.

38

39 MR. BARR: Question.

40

41 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question's been called. All
#Hose in favor of amending the Proposal Number -- or did we do

4Bat? Okay. Of amending Proposal 37 (A) to make it
éénditional on the migration of the Western Arctic Caribou Herd
gbuth of the Unalakleet River as deliberated by the Federal
86bsistence Board on November 9th signify by saying aye.

47

48 IN UNISON: Aye.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: All those opposed, nay?

2

3 (No opposing responses)

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Motion passes unanimously. That
6oncludes our consideration of change proposals at this
Meeting.

8

9 We now move onto Item 8. administrative matters, Barb.
10

11 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: There's 7.E., Sheldon, for the
téindeer grazing permits .....

15

16 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Reindeer gra- -- .....

17

18 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... that BILM I think .....

19

20 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: I'm sorry, Mr. Katcheak. We move

2+ we regress back to Item 7.E. reindeer grazing permits.
22

23 MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Kovach.

26

277 MR. KOVACH: TIf I may interject for a moment before we

m8ve on. I would like to state for the record that the
d8velopment of all these analyses for all these proposals was a
gdfifort by a large number of people, including members of the
Bépartment of Fish & Game, the National Park Service, Bureau of
Band Management as well as the Staff in Anchorage and your
B8ordinator, Barb, up in Kotzebue.

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chairman, I have

dbother -- .....

37

38 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Ms. Armstrong.

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... I have another. I didn't want
4d interject this earlier, but a little while ago you were
4321king about in the fall you're going to make proposals to --

43want to make sure I understood correctly -- to change or to
440k at all of the C&T determinations.

45

46 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think -- now this'll be new, the

w8y we're going to do it. But I think the way we'll have to do
50
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it is to have a proposal specific to that region or that
gommunity, however it is, changing it. And to say we want all
8f them examined probably won't be the way we'll want to do it.
4And since I'll be the person writing those, it would be
helpful to me if I could have a head start on knowing what it
6s that we'll need to be looking at. If you or anybody could
gtart examining those C&T determinations, doing some scoping to
Bee what it is you want changed, because there may be some that
9ou'll be happy with.

10

11 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Can we -- do you got a copy
®f the regulations?

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yes, sir. We could do it right now,
that'd be great.

16

17 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Real quickly. Unit 22. Okay.
U8der hunting black bear, I would like -- I'm going to speak on

b&half of the Council and you guys can correct me if you feel
20m misspeaking on your behalf. Black bear, I would like to
8&e a determination; brown bear, I would like to see a
d2termination.

23

24 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, brown bear it says rural
?28sidents of Unit 22, 1s that .....

26

277 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. We'll leave it at that
2Hen.

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Leave it at that? Okay.

31

32 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right. Caribou.

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Those need to be fixed.

35

36 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

37

38 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: We're not going to do them by herd,
®8're going to do them by region.

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Just on the caribou, right?
42

43 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

44

45 MR. KOVACH: Right.

46

47 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So you would change .....

48

49 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: We're going -- it would say
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gomething like all residents of Unit 22 have C&T, you know, it
#wouldn't say .....

3

4 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Of caribou .....

5

o MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... would have C&T for caribou.
7

8 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... within .....

9

10 MR. KOVACH: Right.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The caribou that are still within
tBe region.

14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

16

17 MR. KOVACH: Right.

18

19 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

20

21 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Exactly.

22

23 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Great. Excellent. Moose, that

dhAe looks good. Muskox, I would like that one changed pending
a6tion on our -- .....

26

27 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... our request. Coyote, I
®0uld like that one changed. All the foxes, hares should have
dldetermination. Wolverine -- wolf and wolverine should have a

d2termination. Grouse, ptarmigan also. As far as trapping --
388e other thing that I would also like to add to the hunting
®hich is not listed is beaver. Beaver are customary and
Bbaditionally hunted both in the spring and the fall for pelts
3dhd also for food. The pelts are used for trim around mukluks
3fd parka sleeves and borders of parkas, mitts, gloves, rugs,

B&8ts. Coyote, we have already deliberated on. Marten, mink,
Biskrat and otter should also have a hunting -- they should
40so be listed under hunting because they are hunted
épportunistically .....

42

43 MR. KOVACH: Excuse me, Mr. Chair.

44

45 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... during their prime .....
46

47 MR. KOVACH: Which ones are those again?

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Marten, mink and weasel, muskrat,
50
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btter

2

3 MR. KOVACH: 1Include as hunting?

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes. Customary and traditionally.
6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: What we'll probably want to do in
8he fall is make proposals to make those -- .....

9

10 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

11

12 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... change the hunting regula- --
18 to a hunting regulation.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Great. That was one thing

that slipped by the way. We were trying to get done down there
i@ Unalakleet, if I remember correctly. Those are items that I
#B8uld like to see added to hunting. Any other items that we
3Bould add to hunting to make sure we don't miss anything?

2nx. Lynx should be on there. They're already on there under
Rinting, okay.

22

23 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, they are.

24

25 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: There should be a determination

Afnder lynx also. Under trapping, are we satisfied with the
P¥apping determinations? We should customary and traditional
d8terminations for beaver, fox, all species, lynx, marten, mink
aA8d weasel, muskrat, otter, wolf, wolverine and also bears,
860, I believe. Because I grew up around both -- well, not
Black bear but brown bear especially under -- they are trapped
8dstomary and traditionally, depending on what their
RBteraction is with the particular person.

gé MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chair.

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yes.

gg MR. KOVACH: On bears, are you referring to the use of
gflares for trapping bears?

jé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Not only snares but also dead

£#311s and also the most dangerous of all is the 55 gallon drum.
4@ne of the Elders in Unalakleet had a problem with a nuisance
B&ar around his cabin, so he went ahead and chopped a hole in
#he top of a drum and put some bait in there. But he chopped
4Hat hole to where all the triangles that he made on the top
w8re all facing inward. He said it must have took that animal
d4Bout half an hour to die because he tore the hell out of his
50
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place. Apparently, it was one of those trap-wise animals, you
Rnow. But -- and I think Edward William Nelson makes mention
38f the sinew trap and also the dead fall trap with regard to
Bears.

5

6 Any other considerations for our C&T next fall? Does
fhat answer your question?

8

9 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yes, thank you.

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Moving on, where were we?
W& were looking at .....

13

14 MR. BARR: Reindeer grazing permit.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Reindeer grazing permits.
I7had asked yesterday for some Staff on -- research on what is
t8quired. It doesn't seem to be part of our regulation

b8oklet. And what is the policy and what is the procedure? Do
@28 have a policy on reindeer herding/grazing permits?
21

22 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: We've got the answer by BLM.

gz MR. BROWNELL: Mr. Chairman.

556) CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Sir.

g; MR. BROWNELL: I don't know about the other agencies

B8t as far as the Bureau of Land Management is concerned,
d80rrently we manage approximately one dozen reindeer permits in
Bart or in total, most all on the Seward Peninsula. Everybody
®Ao has a permit -- it's required to have a $10.00 filing fee;
BBey must be Native. We've issued permits for up to five
$éars, and we've tried to coordinate the issuance of the
Bérmits with the Park Service and the State; although, the
3tate currently has -- I don't believe they have any
B&gulations in place for reindeer herding. Any lands that have
B8en selected that are within the reindeer permit area need
A8n-objection from the Native corporation before we'll allow
4he permit to be placed on those lands. Private lands are
é%cluded from the permit, and any grazing on those lands would
A3dve to be done under the regulations or rules by the private
43ndowner.

44

45 Currently, the entire Seward Peninsula is under grazing
pérmit except for basically an area just north of here, in
MZCarthy's Marsh where we had no grazing for about the last 10
¢8ars. We've had a couple applications, one from Tommy Gray,
é6fBe from Don Olson, about 1986, for trying to get some grazing
50
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dlone on there. The applications were reviewed and rejected.
2'm unaware of any grazing permits that we have issued south of
Bnala- -- south of Shaktoolik.

MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to .....

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak.

O 0 ~J oy U1 >

MR. KATCHEAK: ..... educate the Council a little bit
dfl the reason why I'm requesting support from the Council. The
féason is that I -- I'm applying for a loan (ph) with the
R2indeer Herder Association for to pay back that Stebbins -- or
tBe St. Michael Herd is going to be making to BIA. And I --
técently, I talked with Dennis Strom (ph) who is the Wildlife
Reéfuge representative for Bethel, Yukon-Delta Wildlife Refuge,
dfong with a lady named Lisa with the University of Alaska up
i Fairbanks that told me that she would do a study in that
$8ebbins/St. Michael area this summer, walk through that area
t® see what kind of vegetation, what kind of plant life there
28, 1f there's any, if it's sufficient for grazing. Dennis
3trom indicated to me that he would -- he came to meet with me
23 see what -- kind of feel of what I was talking about, my
28tention of to raise a herd and what area I was concerned
adbout.

25

26 So he said he would give me 22 months before they make
PHeir opinion after the summer study made by Lisa from U of A,
FP8irbanks; I don't recall her last name. So that's where I am.
2Bnd the reason I came over here, I didn't know who to see or
®#ho to talk to concerning that area of St. -- Unalakleet
B&cause it's mostly Federal and State lands that would be
3ffected.

33

34 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Katcheak, one of the things
Bhat I personally would have concerns about would be the fact
Bbhat the customary and traditional range of the
B3avik/Unalakleet Caribou Herd. I know that there are
d&scendants of the original herding family there in Unalakleet
BRat I'm sure have aspirations for someday reestablishing the
B@avik/Unalakleet Caribou -- Reindeer Herd. And in light of
#hat, I would have some objection to your applying for a permit
#3r those ar- -- all those areas south of the Unalakleet River
43 being part of the customary and traditional reindeer herding
#4nge of the Egavik/Unalakleet Reindeer Herd.

45

46 MR. KATCHEAK: Mr. Chairman. I'm not requesting for a
43rge area. This area that I'm concerned about, I don't have
48y maps so .....

49
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CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: There's one in your book.
MR. KATCHEAK: Okay.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Way back here.

~N oo wbdh

MR. KATCHEAK: Okay. The only area that I was
8oncerned about is south of St. Michael Native Corporation
%ands and the .....

10

11 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

12

13 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... Stebbins Native Corporation lands
hp to -- east to the Klikitarik River.

15

16 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The entire drainage of Klikitarik?
17

18 MR. KATCHEAK: Yeah.

19

20 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

21

22 MR. KATCHEAK: And south.

23

24 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

25

26 MR. KATCHEAK: From there south. And I don't see why I
Aded to go as far to -- east to -- as far as Golsovia 'cause I
d8n't go that far in my herding days to find reindeer that
wlndered away. So my request was to support me -- the Council
86 support me to graze on Klikitarik south and then from
Blikitarik south to -- west toward the coast -- to the coast.
32mething -- if I draw it on this map, it would be something
B3ke this.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right across the top there?

36

37 MR. KATCHEAK: Yeah. Right on that. It goes to Point
B8manof .....

39

40 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

41

42 MR. KATCHEAK: ..... from Klikitarik River.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I think it would be a lot easier
#8ther than drawing straight lines, I would recommend that you
apply for a permit that's lit- -- drainage delineated. So that
wduld by -- that would be my recommendation. That you apply

£#8r a grazing permit from the Klikitarik River Drainage south
4Ad west to those drainages into the Norton Sound .....
50
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% MR. KATCHEAK: South and west to .....

2 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... to keep .....

Z MR. KATCHEAK: ..... Point Romanof.

g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right, to Point Romanof. Outside
8f village corporation lands, right?

%2 MR. KATCHEAK: Well, some of it will be .....

%g CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. You'd have to get .....

%é MR. KATCHEAK: ..... bordering there. Yeah.

%g CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right. You'd have to get .....
%g MR. KATCHEAK: A letter of non-exception from .....

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

g% MR. KATCHEAK: ..... those area organizations.

gé CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Are you familiar with the area
Bé's talking about?

g; MR. BROWNELL: Not at all. Our Anchorage .....

gg CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Right.

g% MR. BROWNELL: ..... District office.

gz CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: There's only one little block in
Bhere that's BLM land.

gs MR. KATCHEAK: Um-hum.

gg MR. BROWNELL: Well, there might be some selected lands
4Hat BLM would be managing, too.

j% CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. Subject to the other
#8gula- -- the other petition. One thing, the Fish & Wildlife

8érvice would be interested because there are these other
dbainages that are included into the Refuge, the Yukon-Delta
Béfuge, there and I'm sure you could work it out with them. So
42 far the BLM is concerned, we'd only be concerned about this
é68e little chunk of land and also the .....

49
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1 MR. BROWNELL: And whatever selected lands we would
BRave managed (ph).

3

4 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Selected but not conveyed.

5

6 MR. BROWNELL: Right. I will pass on this information

Zo the Anchorage District office to talk to Mr. Katcheak.

8

9 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. That you, Mr. Brownell,
dPpreciate that. At the initiative of the Chair, I will move
that we direct Barb to draft a letter of support for the
t2indeer herding/grazing permit of Mr. Ted Katcheak subject to
h3s getting some reindeer from the Stebbins -- .....

14

15 MR. KATCHEAK: St. Michael herd.

16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... Stebbins/St. Michael. It's
$8ebbins/St. Michael herd?

19

20 MR. KATCHEAK: It -—— the herd is kind of combined.

Phey haven't had any separation, they're still kind of .....
22

23 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: So it .....

24

25 MR. KATCHEAK: Stebbins is managing that herd for St.
Méchael and vice versa.

27

28 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: And you're planning on getting a

R8rd for yourself, is that why you're asking for a permit?
30

31 MR. KATCHEAK: Yes.

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

34

35 MR. KATCHEAK: The BIA paying back -- or the St.

M&chaels herd's paying back BIA for the loan they got from BIA.
3EZnd it should be sometime between now and '96.

38
39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. This is kind of putting the
406 well, it's not really. It doesn't make any sense for him to

b&é applying for the herd without getting a grazing permit
£2rst.

43

44 MR. KATCHEAK: Well, I have -- the Reindeer Herder
A5sociation has indicated they will -- or BIA will loan the
Bérd to me and the Herder's Association is supporting that. So
4Here is —-- I've already talked to the Herder Association and

48so I talked with BIA. So there's a commitment there already.
49
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1 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay.

2

3 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Do you have it in writing? Do you
Aave it writing?

5

6 MR. KATCHEAK: Yeah. I'll have that.

7

8 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: From them?

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. Forward copies of all your
tbrrespondence to Barb so that we have a file.

12

13 MR. KATCHEAK: Okay.

14

15 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: A ongoing file for this. And
%é'll go ahead and have Staff -- Barb draw up a letter of

$lUpport for your request for a reindeer grazing permit for the
d8eas which you delineated as being from the Klikitarik River
DPainage south and west to Point Romanof, all drainages
dffaining into the Norton Sound area. So this'll more or less
fdllow this big black line until you get about here, and it'll
BZeak off to the Klikitarik Drainage.

23

24 Any other co- -- that was my motion. Do I hear a
g28cond?

26

27 MR. BARR: Second.

28

29 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Second. Discussion.

30

31 MR. SEETOT: Question.

32

33 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: The question has been called. All

BlBose in favor of the request for support for a reindeer
Gbazing permit for Mr. Ted Katcheak signify by saying aye?
36

37 IN UNISON: Aye.

38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Those opposed, nay?

40

41 MR. KATCHEAK: One abstain.

42

43 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: One abstain. For the record, we
Bdve three, four -- one abstention and motion passes. Barb

whll be drafting a letter for my signature. And that concludes
4bhe reindeer grazing permits. We can run through the next few
4%¥ems and be ready for lunch here shortly.

48

49 Administrative matters, Barb.
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MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Nothing.

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Thank you. Number 9.

U W

MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No. Yeah. 1I've done all this (ph).
750 thanks, thanks for being here. 1I'll see you guys next
gall.

9

10 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Okay. Number 9., next meeting
dldte and place. Barb?

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. On that meeting for next

f4ll, Northwest Arctic will be meeting on the 12th and 13th.
Ahd you should have this calendar there with you somewhere.
16

17 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: I've got it somewhere I know.
H8re we do.

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Northwest Arctic has proposed
for October 11th -- 12 and 13.

22

23 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: 11, 12 and 137

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No. Just 12 and 13.

26

27 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: 12 and 13.

28

29 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And the North Slope has asked to

Béet during AFN in Anchorage, but I don't know when the AFN
®#111 be. Is it the week of the 15th?

32

33 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: I don't either.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Usually it's the last week or the

&st three days of the middle part of the week. I would think
BHat it might .....

38

39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Either .....

40

41 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: ..... be 19, 20 and 21 or
§2dmething like that.

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, that might be. 19, 20 and 21.
45

46 MR. SEETOT: That'll be the AFN time?

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Huh?

49
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1 MR. SEETOT: AFN time, huh?
2
3 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That's when they propose to

#ieet 1is that week in Anchorage, but I'm going to talk with them
because since they're the Council, they have to meet in the
érea where they are representing for the purpose of the

public .....

38

9 MR. BARR: It seems like .....

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... to be able to attend their

h2eting. But then that's still up in the air right now.

13

14 MR. BARR: It seems like it's been like common sense to
h5e a couple of days before the convention or a few days before
the convention.

17

18 MR. KATCHEAK: So that you can present them to the
ténvention, if need be.

20

21 MR. BARR: Right.

22

23 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum.

24

25 CHATRMAN KATCHATAG: How about these two days, 16, 17,
Béautiful downtown Nome?

27

28 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I might be gone that whole week,

£Bough. They require us to be in Anchorage that whole week for
36 they have booths and then they have us working in Anchorage
dhring that week.

32

33 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah. I guess during the AFN
®éek, .....

35

36 MR. SEETOT: 10 and 117

37

38 MR. SEETOT: ..... it's pretty hec- -- not really
PPetty hectic, .....

40

41 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

42

43 MR. SEETOT: ..... but they have a lot of workshops,
¥4éu know, that .....

45

46 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. And then if they have
e .....

48

49 MR. SEETOT: ..... are available to the public.

50
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1

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: If the North Slope has their meeting
3- do have their meeting in Anchorage, then I'll have to be
ghere.

5

6 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: We can't have it on the 11, that's
My daughter's birthday.

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Well, you have the bottom
péart.

11

12 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: It's my daughter's birthday and
I3m catching flak for -- I Jjust about missed my mother-in-law's
bdrthday day before yesterday. You got control, you can
tbntrol anything, don't tell me can't help it, you're the
Chair. So any suggestions on meeting dates?

17

18 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Can we do it the 17th?

19

20 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Can't do it on the 17th either,
2hat's another daughter.

22

23 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And I can't do it the week of the
28th.

25

26 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: 23, 247

27

28 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yeah.

29

30 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Or up here. It's too close to
Btreeze-up, huh?

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

34

35 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Let's get away from freeze-up.
36

37 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 26, 27.

38

39 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: How about 26, 272

40

41 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That makes full (ph) days at home.
42

43 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Do you have any problem with 26,
277

45

46 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: No.

477

48 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: You? I don't.

49
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1 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I don't.

2

3 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

4

5 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So let's look at 26, 27. Any
suggestions on place?

7

8 MR. SEETOT: I would -- Mr. Chairman, I would think
fhat we should go to .....

10

11 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: The Wales?

12

13 MR. SEETOT: ..... the western portion, either Nome or

WAles, you know, where they have these facilities or, you know,
dbeas where the public, you know, can have their say.
16

17 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Shall we try Nome?

%g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. I'll go down the list.

gg MR. SEETOT: That would be the majority .....

gg MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

gé MR. SEETOT: ..... place there.

gs MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

gg MR. KATCHEAK: Accessible.

gg MR. SEETOT: ©Nome, 26, 27th. We need to get flak from
BBe public, you know.

5131 CHATIRMAN KATCHATAG: Yeah.

gg MR. SEETOT: We haven't gotten any flak from the public

8@ date and we'll see if we can manage under stress or .....
38

39 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: So we have dispensed with
Hlmber 9. Number 10. There is no public here.

41

42 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: No.

43

44 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Bill you have any comments you
wbuld like to make?

46

477 MR. KNAUER: No.

48

49 CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Mr. Bone (ph), you're not. No
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572 272-7515
Fax 274-8982
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



183

tomments from the public? I hereby adjourn, 12:08.
MR. BARR: Motion to adjourn.
CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: No motion is required.

MR. BARR: Power of the Chair.

OO0 JdJo U W

CHAIRMAN KATCHATAG: Power of the Chair.

11 (Off record)
12
13 (END OF PROCEEDINGS)
14
15 * % % % % *
16
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