WESTERN INTERIOR SUBSISTENCE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNSEL
PUBLIC MEETING
September 30, 1993
McGrath, Alaska

SN

GOUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
6

HAROLD HUNTINGTON, CHAIRMAN
S8HARON GUTLER-STRICK
9ACK REAKOFF
FBANKLIN SIMON
RAYMOND COLLINS
ANGELA DEMIENTOFF
PATL GRAHAM

14

DAVID JAMES, Regional Coordinator
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

477

48

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



PROCEEDTINGS

(On record)

SN

MR. JAMES: This meeting is now in session. This 1is
Bhe meeting of the Western Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional
Bdvisory Council, September 30th, 1993. I'm David James, I
Work for the Subsistence Management Office of the U.S. Fish &

Wildlife Service. I am the Regional Coordinator, Advisory
Qouncil Coordinator for this Council and also the Eastern
Ifiterior Council. In accordance with the Federal Advisory

Committee Act, I have been designated the Acting Chair
t@mporarily, just until the Council can elect their own Chair
13 accordance with the Federal Subsistence Management

fégulations.
15
16 I'd 1like to start off by having each member state their

hdme and community of residence, and that will serve two
fnctions; it'll introduce yourselves to the audience, and
$8cond of all, it will be roll call. We'll start with Sharon.
20

21 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Sharon Gutler-Strick from Ruby.

gg MR. REAKOFF: I'm Jack Reakoff from Wiseman.

gé MR. SIMON: Franklin Simon from Huslia.

gs MR. HUNTINGTON: Harold Huntington from Koyukuk.

gg MR. COLLINS: Raymond Collins from McGrath.

gg MS. DEMIENTOFF: Angela Demientoff from Holy Cross.

gg MR. GRAHAM: Phil Graham, Lime Village.

gé MR. JAMES: Okay. For the record, all principally (ph)

S36éated members are present except for Kenneth Madros of Kaltag
3id Pollok Simon of Allakaket. Also, this morning, we have
B&en joined by our Court Reporter who is Barbara Caraway.
B8lcome, Barbara.

40

41 COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

42

43 MR. JAMES: The first order of business, we'll have the
#hémbers review the agenda, it's Day 2 in your binder,

g6ction 1. As you can see, the first order of business we have
wé have listed is the election of officers. The next will be a

#@view of the bylaws, which are constituted by the Council
éBarter and also by the Operations Manual which is the draft
49
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stage, and which we do not have a copy of but you will have a
thance to make some comments on that, if you wish. The next
2tem Suggested Business, it's not listed on here, it would be
Bhe SRC appointments that you already discussed yesterday.

4

5 After lunch, at 1:00 o'clock, of course, 1is the
beginning of public testimony, in any individuals wish to do
go. And identification of regional issues is a general
Bategory as the Council sees fit. There will be opportunity
for development of regulation proposals and also review of the
$0mmary sheet that is available here. And a couple of other
items -- suggested items that are not listed on this would be I
¥2uld like to get some direction from the Council on how to
hd8ndle the annual report. And there is another item of
bdsiness, it's a letter from the Kuskokwim Native Association
which we will be reviewing.

16

17 This evening's session will convene to allow any
d8ditional public testimony, if there is any. Of course,
f9nish any business from earlier in the day. We will have to
détermine the time and place of the next meeting. And
2hmediately after that, we can take care of some business, the
PZavel voucher business and whatnot; administrative work that
#8eds to be done.

24

25 At this time, are there any suggested changes or
ddditions?

27

28 (Pause)

29

30 MR. JAMES: There are no suggested additions or changes
Bd the agenda. The first order of business then is the
d2ection of officers. The first officer to be elected, of

38urse, is the Chair, and also the Council will want to elect a
$¥4ce chair and a secretary. Either discussion is in order or a
Bb6tion for nomination for the Chair of this committee.

36

37 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, some of us discussed
$8sterday possibly postponing the election until we had the
811 Board seated, and maybe electing a temporary chair for

4Ais meeting, and then -- to allow the other two absent members
4d take part in the election then.

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: That sounds like a pretty good idea to
#é (indiscernible - background noise) .....

45

46 COURT REPORTER: I couldn't hear you, sir.

47

48 MR. JAMES: That was Mr. Huntington, and he essentially
49
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was agreeing with what Mr. Collins just said. I don't mean to
put words in your mouth (indiscernible).

2

3 MR. HUNTINGTON: No (indiscernible).

4

5 COURT REPORTER: Just speak up, sir, 'cause it's hard
6o hear you.

7

8 MR. JAMES: Okay.

9

10 COURT REPORTER: There's lots of people coming in.

11

12 MR. SIMON: Well, we're missing two Board Members here,

33 we're missing two votes, Madros and Simon Pollok
I14ndiscernible) vote, and there is nobody (ph) here for open
1ph) for introduce (indiscernible) officer. Pollok was a
b6ficer of the Board here (ph) (indiscernible). I don't know
Iph) -- what you say bothers me. We can have somebody there at
tBe next meeting (ph), some of us might not show up for the
$8me reason or something like that. So we could
Z2flndiscernible) somebody on Board from here right now,

dppoint (ph).

22

23 MR. JAMES: Could you clarify that for me, Franklin?
R#e you suggesting that you -- that the Council elect a
£bmporary chair or a permanent chair?

26

277 MR. SIMON: Well, it don't make any difference to me,
28mporary would be all right, too, you know.

29

30 MR. JAMES: Okay.

31

32 MR. REAKOFF: My first gquestion would be, I have never
8Baired anything and I was -- I feel that whoever's got the
Bést experience at handling that position, and then the Elders
385 our Council should chair -- I feel should chair the Council.
380 who all's chaired any kind of advisory committee or
dflything?

38

39 MR. GRAHAM: Good suggestion. I haven't.

40

41 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Ray, I think weren't you vice --
w@ren't you vice chair of our regional council?

43

44 MR. COLLINS: 1I've chaired a few things, yes. 1I've

B8en the chairman of the McGrath Committee since the mid-'70s
4hd chairman of the School Board.

477

48 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.
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1 MR. COLLINS: But that doesn't mean that somebody else
gouldn't get the experience.

3

4 MR. SIMON: I don't gquite understand elections of
6fficer. Now, what do you mean by elections (ph) officer? Can
we nominate somebody here or -- tonight, you know (ph). As far

ds I'm concerned, I could nominate Huntington here.
8

9 MR. JAMES: Yes, to answer your question, Franklin, any
hémber on the Council.

11

12 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

13

14 MR. JAMES: And so I suppose even somebody that's not
hére, although they may not appreciate that.

16 MR. SIMON: Right.

17

18 MR. REAKOFF: 1I'll second that.

19

20 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And I'll nominate Ray Collins.

21

22 MR. GRAHAM: Are we nominating for a temporary chairman
38 .....

24

25 MR. JAMES: I have a suggestion here. I wonder --

@wé've had two different viewpoints stated; one was to go with a
£@mporary chair and the other viewpoint seems to be to go with
d8permanent chair. I suggest that a motion is in order to
d8cide that issue first, before we proceed. Any discussion on
Bhat?

31

32 MR. GRAHAM: 1I'd say go with a temporary chairman, and
BBen the next meeting, we'll have everybody here and we'll see
Béw the Chairman likes it and see how we like that person. And
Bhen maybe on the second meeting, make a decision on a
Pérmanent Chairman.

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: Are you moving that, I'll second it.
39

40 MR. GRAHAM: I move that we not -- we elect a temporary
Chairman.

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. I'll second that.

44

45 MR. JAMES: Okay. The motion has been made to elect a
#émporary Chair for this committee, and it's been seconded.
Biscussion. Question. Okay. The motion before this Council
48 to elect a temporary Chair until the next meeting. Have I
49
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stated that .....

1

2 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah.

3

4 MR. JAMES: ..... the way you wanted? Okay.

5

6 MR. GRAHAM: At the next meeting we can .....

7

8 MR. JAMES: Okay. All right. That's the motion. All
Bhose in favor signify by saying aye.

10

11 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

12

13 MR. JAMES: All opposed, nay. Okay. It passes
hAanimously, seven members in favor. Nominations. Okay.
Well, we already had some, is it you .....

16

17 MR. SIMON: Yeah, I nominated .....

18

19 MR. JAMES: Franklin nominated Harold.

20

21 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

22

23 MR. JAMES: Okay. There's one. And we also had
d4other nomination. Who was that that nominated --

3haron .....

26

27 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: (Indiscernible) Ray.

28

29 MR. JAMES: ..... for Ray. Okay. Ray Collins was
A6minated by -- .....

31

32 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Second (ph) .

33

34 MR. JAMES: ..... by Sharon. Point of procedure here,
S8hould these nominations be seconded (indiscernible -
Fbterrupted) .....

37

38 MR. KNAUER: A nomination does not need to be seconded.
39

40 MR. JAMES: Okay. Great. Thank you.

41

42 MS. DEMIENTOFF: I move that the nominations be closed.
43

44 MR. JAMES: 1It's been moved that nominations be closed.
4Seconded?

46

47 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Second.

48
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MR. JAMES: Seconded. All in favor, signify by saying

dye

2

3 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

4

5 MR. JAMES: Opposed, nay. Okay. It's unanimous, the
hominations are closed. Okay. I propose to do it this way.

7'11 call for Harold Huntington's name first and then Ray
8ollins second, in the order they were nominated, and I'll
Pecord just a hand vote, is that acceptable to the Council?
10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: Can I say a few words here on my
b2half.

13

14 MR. JAMES: You sure can. Go ahead.

15

16 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I don't know if you guys don't

kiiow me, but I've been Chief in my village for about four
¥8ars, and Mayor for about two years, and State Administrator
f8r about six years, and been on the Corporation Board for
dbout six years, and been on the Yukon Planning Board for about
Phree years, and so I've got some experience of chair

22ndiscernible). Thanks.

gi MR. GRAHAM: You wouldn't mind taking on .....

556) MR. HUNTINGTON: ©No, I wouldn't.

g; MR. GRAHAM: ..... another one?

gg MR. HUNTINGTON: I'm more than glad to. I think it's a
@hallenge and I'm ready for it.

g% MR. COLLINS: My experience has been Fish & Game

Bdvisory Committee Chair in McGrath since the mid-'70s and then
8h the School Board since '76, part of that time as Chair, and
Bbhen I've been on the State (ph) former Interior Regional
Bduncil, the wvice chair for that. So I've had some experience
88o0.

39

40 MR. JAMES: Is the Council ready for the vote at this
4ime?

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: I am.

44

45 MR. JAMES: The nominees are Harold Huntington and Ray
861llins. All those in favor of electing Harold Huntington as
4He temporary Chair until the next meeting, please signify by
#8ising your hand.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



1 MR. JAMES: It appears that all seven members voted for
Harold. So Harold is now the acting Chair of this Committee.
Bnd so the next order of business will be a short recess, long
énough to shuffle chairs, if we feel it's necessary, and then
Wwe'll get back to in session here, just about five minutes or

0. So this meeting is recessed.

7

8 (Off record)

9

10 (On record)

11

12 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. I call the meeting back to

dBder. And after discussion with David here, we usually go
through the agenda, and it's either approved, added with some
d8ditions or whatever. But I guess I'd like to ask the
d6dience is there anything that they'd like to add to the
ddenda, or the Board any additions to the agenda? We have a
h8nd here.

19

20 MR. SMITH: Yeah. 1I'd like to make a comment.
Réthing, I don't believe, should be carved in stone as far as
80bsistence areas. And I think it's beholding upon the

28mmunity to impress upon the areas that you -- that you
?épresent to try to get them to go on the thing that we've
R&rped so much about and that has been harvest tickets. I

@w6uld imagine that somewhere down the road if you don't show
2V¥idences of using these areas that you've set up as
88bsistence areas, that conceivably they could be taken away
£9Pom you. So I think it's important that you show
3Ostification of those areas that you have made as a
Slibsistence area and have the people understand that they
S8Hould make reports so that you have something to back up your
38bsistence requests.

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you. Is there anything else?
36

37 MR. KURTH: I just wanted to kind of give you a little
B&t of information of how we're used to doing business. You
BAow, once -- now, that the Council's got its officers, we are

d4B8ed to the discussion belonging (ph) over the table here. I
khow sometimes you have questions and you look at the audience,
Bt generally, if you direct a question to us, we're going to
B8 more than happy to help you in any way we can. Otherwise,
wé're going to try and let the Council Members themselves

ébnduct their business. So feel free to call on any of the
Béderal staff here if you've got a gquestion. But otherwise,
w&'re going to try not to -- you know, we're going to let you
#48n your own meeting and go along at the pace you want. So if
49
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you look at us and we're not saying anything, it's not 'cause
e won't help, but we really want you all to tell us when you
ant our help.

3

4 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you. Well, I guess this motion
s in order to either accept the agenda .....

6

7 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I move we adopt the agenda
&8s presented?

9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Is there a second?

11

12 MR. GRAHAM: I second.

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been seconded that we move and

Péss to adopt the agenda as it's presented. Let's see. 1
&G6ess we're supposed to vote on that, huh? All in favor say

aye?

18

19 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed same sign. It's been

Pdssed. And the next order of business would be Introduction
38 Council charter, and I guess there's some handouts for that.
24

25 MR. JAMES: Okay. Mr. Chair, earlier, before the
?2écess, I mentioned that the Council may want to decide whether
@7 not they want to elect the other officers.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

30

31 MR. JAMES: The secretary and the vice chair. You may
®2sh to discuss that. Thank you.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. We can do that right now, I
ghess.

36

37 MR. JAMES: Sure.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: We have a suggestion here as to

élection of the vice chair and secretary, is there any
discussion?

42

43 MR. REAKOFF: Well, Mr. Chairman, .....

44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

46

47 MR. REAKOFF: ..... I don't think that it's necessary

48 elect a vice chair or a secretary since we have just an
49
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10
interim chairmanship right now. So maybe when we've got all of
bur members together, we can have one big vote then for
2hairman, vice chairman and secretary.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think that's a good idea, too.

MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I do, too.

QO ~J OOl W

MR. HUNTINGTON: Anybody have any other suggestions on
Bhat, do you want to hold off on election of vice and

$8cretary?

11

12 MR. COLLINS: I move we'll table them till the next
h8eting.

14

15 MS. DEMIENTOFEF: I second.

16

17 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and second to table

tBe election of vice and secretary until the next meeting. All
tBose in favor signify by saying aye.

20

21 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

22

23 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign. It's been

PA4ssed that we elect officers at our next meeting. And I guess
@8'll go onto the charter next, huh. The charter for the
Wéstern Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council.
2And I guess what we're going to do is go through it line by
28ne?

29

30 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: And Bill could help.

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: And Bill here, he's the expert on

BBat, maybe he can give us some input on this since we're a
f4irly new organization.

35

36 MR. KNAUER: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The -- as David
8%plained yesterday, there are two overriding documents which
38nstitute the authority for this Council. The first is the
38ction 805 of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation
ABt, ANILCA. The second are the implementing regulations, the
glibsistence management regulations, found in 50 C.F.R. and 36
€2F.R. that implement that. The third document is the one you
A3ve in front of you, the charter for this Council, and it is a
décument that is signed by the Secretary of the Interior and
pbovides the authorization for this Council.

46

47 The Charters are written in accordance with the Federal
A8visory Committee Act, FACA, and one of the things that that
49
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11

-— excuse me -- that that Act does is specify the time frame
for the length of the charter and certain requirements. So
fhere will be things in here that may seem a little strange to
$ou, but they are things that are specified either in that Act
ér in regulations or manuals relating to that.

5

6 Section 1 is the official designation, your Council 1is
7- the official title is the Western Interior Alaska
Bubsistence Regional Advisory Council. And we frequently just
S8ay the Western Interior Council or the Regional Advisory
COuncil, in documents you'll see it differently.

11
12 The objectives and scope of activity, this I'd like to
t8ad in its entirety, because it is fairly important. The

dbjective of the Council is to provide an administrative
$Bructure that enables rural residents who have personal
khowledge of local conditions and requirements to have a
h@aningful role in the management of fish and wildlife and of
38bsistence uses of those resources on public lands in the
t8gion. And you will notice that that comes from ANILCA and,
d6ain, emphasizes the role of the rural Alaska resident.

21

22 Section 3 there is the period of time necessary for the
g3uncil's activities and termination date. One of the things
Phat the Federal Advisory Committee Act specifies is that
26gional -- or that advisory councils, committees, boards and
Phis -- it doesn't make any difference what they're called in
dZcordance with that Act, but this Act -- but for this group,
@8 are a Council. It specifies two year periods. And the
P8@deral Advisory Committee Act indicates that if a council is
g@8tablished in accordance with the requirements of another act,
Bhe anniversary date is the date of the passage of that Act.

32

33 ANILCA was passed December 2nd, 1980, so December 2nd
84 even numbered years is when this Council would have to renew
36s charter. And so that -- you'll see that there, subject to
Béchartering every biannual anniversary. And that also
8pecifies that this Council can take no act -- actions unless
BBe requirements of FACA have been complied with. And one of
BBe requirements is a valid charter, which you do have in front
éfi you. And the chartering process is a fairly long process,
8d we will be starting in -- early next year with comments from
4Bis Council, i1f there would be any recommendations for changes
43 this charter.

44

45 The next section is the official to whom the Council
#éports. The Council is reporting to the Chair of the Federal
gilbsistence Board. That means the correspondence that you
pBepare, the reports and the Chair of this Council will be, in
49
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12

fact, presenting testimony to the Chair of the Federal
$ubsistence Board. David, as the regional coordinator, myself

adnd other members are staff to assist you folks. You're not
Beporting through any of us.

4

5 Support services is fairly explanatory. They're
provided by the Fish & Wildlife Service.

7

8 Section 6 there is the duties of the Council. And

9ou'll notice that they follow the duties that were outlined to
¥6u yesterday; to review, evaluate and make recommendations on
ptroposals, regulations, policies, management plans and other
hdtters relating to subsistence use of fish and wildlife on the
p8blic lands within the region, provide a forum for the
édpression of opinions and recommendations, encourage local and
t&gional participation, prepare and submit an annual report.

16

17 You'll notice Number 5 is very specific: Appoint two
h8mbers to the Gates of the Arctic National Park Subsistence
R8source Commission in accordance with Section 808 of ANILCA.
RAd Number 6 is: Make recommendations on determinations of
listomary and traditional use. The next is perform duties in
2dnformity with the operating manual which is the next topic, I
B&8lieve, on the agenda. Number 7 is an administrative thing.
24 talks about estimated operating costs, and that is all that
25 i1s an estimate based on a minimum of two meetings per year,
P2he number of members of the Council, David's salary and that
23 a figure that we generally have to put in. And that figure
@8s put in as the same for all of the councils here in the
3Bate.

30

31 Section 8 is meetings, this indicates that we will meet
32 least twice each year at the call of the Council, Council
BBRair, Federal Subsistence Board Chair or designated federal
8#ficial with the advance approval of the Federal Subsistence
Bbard Chair or the designated federal official who shall also
dpprove the agenda. That is in conformancy with the Federal
Bdvisory Committee Act which indicates that the designated
f8deral official has to approve the call of the council and
3%so approve the agenda. It doesn't mean that they necessarily
éB8tablish the agenda but they have to approve the items on it.
41

42 Number 9 specifies that this Council is composed of
A3ne members and that they must be residents of the region.

AAd also, that they are appointed by the Secretary of the
Ihterior and Secretary of Agriculture based upon the
#écommendations. All of you received a letter of appointment
§7gned by Secretary of Interior, Bruce Babbitt. That letter
Ww8s sent with the concurrence of the Secretary of Agriculture.
49
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13

That section also continues that when there is a wvacancy, the
$ecretary will appoint individuals in accordance with that
Brevious information; that they be members -- that they be
Besidents of the region and be knowledgeable and experienced in
latters relating to subsistence.

5

6 Terms of office. Term of office is generally three
Years, except for the first appointees, who will serve either
8ne, two or three year terms; the purpose of that is to achieve
8 staggering of membership such that two-thirds of the members
%11 always remain from one year to the next. There will --
bht that also means there will be on-third of the members that
%211 be either up for reappointment or might be replaced. This
d48so specifies that if resigning prior to the expiration of a
térm, members shall provide a written resignation. So if any
hémber, for whatever reason, whether they -- the press of other
pérsonal business, work or moving out of the region, feel it
dPpropriate to resign, there is a requirement for a written
t8signation. The Chair is elected for a one year term from the
h&mbership.

20

21 Removal of members. If a member misses three
2dnsecutive, regularly scheduled meetings, the Chair of the
B3ard may recommend -- it doesn't say will, it says may
2écommend that the Secretary of the Interior, with the
2bncurrence of the Secretary of Agriculture to remove that
2hdividual.

27

28 Compensation. Members of the Council shall receive no
28mpensation as members. Members shall, however, be allowed
Bfavel expenses, including per diem, in the same manner as
Pérsons employed intermittently in government service. We'll
B2 talking about that at the close of business today, about per
d2em and covering of expenses.

34
35 Number 10 there, Section 10, is the designated federal
86ficer. The designated federal officer, pursuant to

3@ction 10 (E) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, shall mean
BBe Federal Regional Coordinator or his or her designee; in
BRis case, that's David James i1s the Regional Coordinator for
4His region.

41

42 And then Section 11 sets forth the authority under
wBich this Council was established, again, the Alaska National
fAterest Lands Conservation Act, ANILCA. And you'll notice
4hat the Secretary of the Interior at the time, Manuel Lujan,
46. signed this on January 19, and the critical date is the
ddte the charter was filed, which is February 9th, 1993. There
d48e specific filing requirements that we have to do. It has to
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



14

be filed with the Library of Congress and the General Services
Administration, which is the agency tasked with administering
£he Federal Advisory Committee Act.

3

4 Does anybody have any questions about the charter?
Fhank you.

6

7 MR. SIMON: I got a question here on these members
Bere. I'm on here for a year. I'm here -- I'm on for one year

8ccording to the letter I got from Babbitt. I like to be on
f6r another couple years. Anybody can (ph) recommend that or
$bmething like that.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: They staggered the first terms is what --
hé's asking for one, two and three .....

15

16 MR. KNAUER: That's correct. Some of you -- one-third

¥ you received appointment for three years, one-third for two
¥8ar and one-third for one year.

19

20 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

21

22 MR. KNAUER: We will be starting in early spring the
28cruitment process to fill the terms of those of you that
?éceived a one year appointment. Those of you that didn't
28ceive a one year appointment can certainly express your
désire to continue and -- in your position.

27

28 MR. COLLINS: All the other terms will be three years
£9om now on when they begin (ph) again.

30

31 MR. SIMON: Okay. What happens after like I'm on for

8#e year, then when does that begin, last February or this year
38 what?

34

35 MR. KNAUER: It would begin on your -- on the
dppointments, that begins from the date of the letter of your
dppointment which is, I believe, August 11lth.

38

39 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

40

41 MR. KNAUER: So that's when those -- your appointments
ékpire. They're not -- they are not tied to this charter as of
#3ght now. Does that answer your question?

44

45 MR. SIMON: Yeah. I still don't get it (ph) because
#6ght now, this is the first time one of these hearings (ph)
4indiscernible). And back from (ph) today till next year

48ound this time, I can't (indiscernible) after October --
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



15

August next year, 'cause my term will be expired, see.
1

2 MR. KNAUER: Right. But hopefully, either you would be
Beappointed, if you so desire, and if the Secretary and the
BFederal Subsistence Board -- the Federal Subsistence Board, you
know, recommends you for reappointment, and the Secretary
feappoints you. If you were reappointed, it would be for a
Three year term then.

8

9 MR. SIMON: Do you have to fill out another report or
46 you have to .....

11

12 MR. KNAUER: Another application?

13

14 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

15

16 MR. KNAUER: We haven't gotten that far yet, we may do
1% -- resurrect your old application.

18

19 MR. SIMON: Well, it's open for questions (ph) so I'm
2Q4st asking you.

21

22 MR. REAKOFF: I was wondering would the Federal Board

A3ke those appointments and on their agenda before that August
24 that would be the spring meeting?

25

26 MR. KNAUER: We will start the -- because this is a
PUblic group, we do have to open the vacancies up to
dpplications from anybody.

29

30 MR. REAKOFEF: Um-hum.

31

32 MR. KNAUER: This Council can recommend that Franklin

38d the other members that are indicated for one year be
Béappointed if they so desire. The Federal Board then makes
Bheir recommendations to the Secretary, and they could then,
3bso, recommend that those individuals be reappointed for three
y@ars. We will be starting that in the spring, because it does
B&8ke a period of time to do the recruitment and to provide the
Blprerwork that's necessary for forwarding to the Secretary of
#hBe Interior.

41

42 MR. REAKOFF: My concern is that sitting on the SRC for
G3tes, there's been real lax and timely appointments, we just
44ke slide on off and we're not really sure what's really
BAdppening. And I was wondering if the Board was going to be
#h6ére in line with these dates, these August 11lth dates and so
#3rth

48
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MR. KNAUER: We are going to make every effort to.

1

2 MR. HUNTINGTON: So do we have to approve or adopt this
8harter now or .....

4

5 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: There is an emergency phone call
6or a Winchell Tilknur at the hospital.

7

8 MR. KNAUER: ©No, Mr. Chair. This charter is the

8stablishing document for this council. No action is
hécessary, other than recognizing that you, in fact, all
hhderstand your duties and responsibilities under it.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: I had a question. You said that this
%411 be renewed, it'll be 1984 (sic), so it'd be this next year
they'll be working on it for renewal again, right, before
Décember? And at that time or before that date, we could
3llggest changes in the next charter, if there was something
tBat we wanted to modify or change?

19

20 MR. KNAUER: That is correct. ©Now, some of the items
dte pretty standard, but there are other items that might be
dppropriate for recommendation. One of the things might be the
Admber of members on the Council, if you feel that nine is Jjust
2étally improper, for whatever reason, that there should be
2hly seven or .....

26
277 MR. COLLINS: Well, one I made note of was on removing
m8mbers here. That a member would not be removed until he's

R¥%ssed three meetings. Well, if we're only going to meet twice
d0year, that means you could have a seat vacant for a year and
dlhalf. That seems like an awfully long time. I know three 1is
82andard, but most meetings take place monthly or something
E3ke that. You'd be waiting a year and a half before you could
8%¥en consider removing someone. And -- well, that's not up for
dbhscussion not, but I was wondering is that firm or could it go
86 two or something; if somebody missed a year, I would think
BHat that would be enough to consider.

38

39 MR. KNAUER: That is one of the particular items that
w8 could entertain recommendations for change on.

41

42 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. It may not be a problem, this may
B8 an active board, but if somebody did become inactive, you'd
Adte to have a seat vacant for a year and a half.

45

46 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Would it be appropriate to say that
4Hey would be unexcused absences; like in the case of a medical
éBergency, that would be excused or whatever; that we may want
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to write something like that in. But I think the

fecommendation of one year is good. I'm thinking of the
Weather, keeping us -- you know.

3

4 MR. HUNTINGTON: So when will be a good time to do some
dmendments to this?

6

7 MR. KNAUER: We will be requesting to place the

8iscussion for changes on this on your agenda, probably at your
Bext meeting. But we did want to provide this to you now,
¥6u'll have a chance to go over it and ask some questions. And
this way, you'll be able to look at it and think about it
didiring this winter period here.

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: 1Is there any other discussion on the
Cobuncil's charter? Well, hearing none, we'll go onto the next
thing on the agenda, and this was added, it's SRC appointments.
1And if Clarence or Steve can come and maybe explain a little
b&t on that part.

19

20 MR. ALBE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Steve Albe with the
Rational Park Service, Subsistence Manager for Gates of the
RZctic National Park. And if you prefer, I could lay the
83tuation out again the way I see it. We've -- Clarence
3dmmers from our regional office and I and others have
dhscussed this.

26

27 There's some complicating factors, but as the letter
£8om the Regional Director of the Park Service here in Alaska
28quests that you consider the nominations of the two
3fidividuals to the Gates of the Arctic Subsistence Resource
Bémmission. Now, we set that up based on discussions at the
38bsistence Resource Commission, and the fact that Anaktuvuk
Bdss was originally included within this Western Interior
Bégion. As a result, a request from the Mayor there, this
S8tmmer, the boundary was redrawn to include Anaktuvuk Pass in
Bbhe Arctic Region.

37

38 So the way it seems to me, I guess my recommendation
®#8uld be, that Pollok Simon, who's also a member of this body,
48 a current, standing member on the SRC appointed by the old
8tate Interior Regional Council. So I guess I would suggest
4Bat you consider reappointing Pollok Simon to a three year
48rm on the SRC.

44

45 The second seat that is currently held by Joe Cleveland
£#6om Ambler is the one that becomes complicated, because he
d4des not live within the region, and that would be the seat
4HBat you folks would consider appointing another individual. I
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guess my -- what I plan to do is that in mid-October, we will
be having a Subsistence Resource Commission meeting in
Pairbanks. One of the things on the agenda will be to discuss

Bhis issue and see how the SRC members feel about
Zepresentation. And my suggestion to them will be that
Bnaktuvuk Pass is a very important community for subsistence
Gse in the park. And I think that now that they are within
Region 10 it will work nicely to change the charters for both
8his body and the SRC next time around, so that each regional

8ouncil -- each of the three regional councils appoints one
§8at to the SRC.

11

12 So I guess having said that, I would suggest that you

t8nsider reappointing Pollok Simon and that, perhaps, you
ténsider tabling discussion of this other appointment until
¥bur next meeting. And I think by then, a couple things would

héve become clear. The most important of which would be the
$RC's recommendation about this whole thing.

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, it's been discussed that I guess

B@obably the best bet is to have Pollok Simon reappointed, if
Phere's no objection.

22

23 MR. SIMON: I will second that Pollok reappointment.
24

25 MR. REAKOFF: I was going to second but .....

26

27 MR. HUNTINGTON: We better have a motion, though,
B8obably.

29

30 MR. REAKOFF: I don't know, he's the second (ph).

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: I introduce the motion to have Pollok
S33mon .....

34

35 MR. SIMON: Yeah, I'll reappoint Pollok Simon.

36

37 MR. REAKOFEF: Um-hum.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Second.

40

41 MR. REAKOFEF: Um-hum.

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: TIt's been moved and seconded to have

BP4dllok Simon appointed to the SRC. All those in favor, signify
By saying aye.

46

477 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

48
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MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.
1
2 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I move that we table the
Second appointment till our next meeting waiting for the
éomments from the other regional councils.
5
6 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been moved to table the next
dppointment until the next regional council, is there a second?
8

9 MR. REAKOFF: Second.

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to
dppoint -- to table the appointment till the next meeting, all
tBose in favor, signify by saying aye.

14

15 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

16

17 MR. HUNTINGTON: All those opposed, same sign. Tabled
t811 the next meeting.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I move that we draft a
2&tter to the Eastern Interior Regional Council and the -- what
28 it -- Southcentral .....

23

24 MR. KNAUER: Yes.

25

26 MR. COLLINS: ..... on the Denali Park appointments,

Bécause we have two resident communities within our region but
#8 seats on the Board as now designated, and that we bring this
26 their attention and ask they discuss that. Previously, we

w8re with the Eastern Regional Interior Council and we made the
dppointment, we appointed somebody from Telida. But now we're

83t -- we've been separated from that group, we won't (ph) be
33ked to make an appointment. And we've got Nikolai and Telida
34 our region that are in that area but not -- well, T
S8houldn't discuss -- that's my motion, that we draft a letter
86 them pointing out the situation.

37

38 MR. GRAHAM: ©Now, who is the letter going to, to

BBe .....

40

41 MR. COLLINS: The two seats are in the Anchorage area
48d one seat is in the Eastern right now.

43

44 MR. GRAHAM: Um-hum.

45

46 MR. COLLINS: 1It'd be like we just faced in this one,

Wlhere we have two seats and we only made one appointment
Bb8cause now one of the seats is held by a region that doesn't
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have a seat. We have the same situation with Denali, and I
S$uggest we draft a letter to those others and ask them
2onsidering designating one of the seats to our Council.

3

4 MR. GRAHAM: Can I .....

5

o MR. COLLINS: Is there a second to that? I don't know.
7

8 MR. GRAHAM: Well, is that a motion?

9

10 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. That was a motion that we write to
lthem.

12

13 MR. GRAHAM: Well, this might go along with the same

thing that Lime Village is close to Lake Clark National Park,
ahd our Western Interior doesn't have a representative on that
$BC, and maybe we want to put somebody in there too, maybe the
§dme sort of letter could go to the Lake Clark people too.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: 1I'd be willing to adopt the motion to
2ficlude that, if you want, and also write a letter concerning
Rake Clark, if you want to do that.

g% MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. I'm not sure if we do, but we --
Béw many people are on these SRCs at each park?

52 MR. SUMMERS: Well, Mr. Chairman, there are .....

g; MR. HUNTINGTON: There's nine. Nine members.

%8 MR. SUMMERS: ..... nine members on the Subsistence

Bésource Commissions; three appointed by the Governor, three
dPpointed by the Secretary of Interior and three appointments
3Be made by regional councils, the appropriate regional
8éuncils.

35

36 MR. GRAHAM: What Ray was saying about Denali I think
3pplies to Lake Clark, and maybe the same sort of letter is --
38 you want to include Lake Clark in your motion?

39

40 MR. COLLINS: I will if you'll second it.

41

42 MR. GRAHAM: TI'll second it.

43

44 MR. SUMMERS: Mr. Chairman, just a little more
B&ckground on this situation. The boundaries for the new
#6égion —-- Regional Council Program are new. Under the old

8%ate program, I guess it's my impression that membership and
dppointments function well. But with these new boundaries,
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knowing where they are now on the map, I think Ray's made a
ood point. The Commission's -- the charters were approved and
dppointment authority identified in the charters but, you know,
Bhat can change. These charters are simp- -- the charter for
#he Commission's similar to yours, the authority comes from
PACA, the Federal Advisory Committee Act. So if you decide to
flake a recommendation that will affect appointments, that's
Wwithin your purview, within your authority to do that.

8

9 A number of the national parks, we'll use Wrangell/St.
EQias as an example; it's a large area, and the park boundary
1% affected by -- well, Southeast, Eastern Interior and
$3uthcentral, so it representative comes from each region. And
33 I think you're on the right track, if you're trying to get
tépresentation from your region on the Commissions by making
the recommendations that you're discussing at this time.

16

17 MR. HUNTINGTON: Can you restate that motion?
18
19 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. I move that we draft a letter to

PRe Eastern Interior and the Southcentral Regional Councils and
£he Lake Clark Regional Councils requesting that they consider

Rdv- -- designating one seat to our region in the respective
28mmittees or -- .....

24

25 MR. GRAHAM: SRC?

26

27 MR. COLLINS: SRC, yeah, that we be desig- -- that we
B8 allocated one SRC seat in each unit since part of those
B8rks are in our area. That's kind of a long motion

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, that's a long motion
32ndiscernible - voice lowers). It's .....

33

34 MR. COLLINS: I think part of it would come into
dbhscussion, I guess, you know (ph).

36

37 MR. JAMES: Also, for clarification of where the letter
38 the second letter is to go, Lake Clark does -- it's --
88cupies, in a sense, three of those regions.

40

41 MR. COLLINS: So it would to go to three then?

42

43 MR. JAMES: So if you want to send -- you have to go to
44 well, .....

45

46 MR. COLLINS: The other two.

47

48 MR. JAMES: ..... three including this one. So, the
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same situation for Lake Clark, it would be two letters, .....
1

2 MR. COLLINS: Okay.

3

4 MR. JAMES: ..... I guess, to two different -- two of
Bhe regional .....

6

7 MR. COLLINS: And the Secretary of the Interior also, I
Buppose, should be copied that, because he -- they were written
9- he has to renew the charters, right?

10

11 MR. ALBE: I would suggest that you copy a letter to

tBhe Regional Director of the Park Service here, and which is a
$8andard requirement when you make a reappointment or an
dppointment or suggestion about an appointment or suggestion
dbout an appointment. And I think the important thing is here
16 that what Congress intended with the Subsistence Resource
Cdmmissions for the parks was is that people closest to the
t8source use and the issues most affected by the creation of
that park area should have a voice in the subsistence
mAnagement in that park area.

21

22 And so, I suggest that you'll probably get a little bit
38 direction from the SRCs now that these bodies, such as this,
d4e up and running as to how they feel those appointments

8hould be shifted around. In our situation, at Gates of the
Rf6ctic, it's just that Anaktuvuk Pass was in this region, and
2% of this summer was no longer. So we feel that it's

dppropriate to look at the Arctic having one seat appointment.
2Be .....

30

31 MR. COLLINS: Well, the same is true. We -- see, we
w8re in the Interior Region and now we're out of it; it's Jjust
8plit into Eastern and Western, so the same thing happened.

34

35 MR. ALBE: That's right. And we can -- we, with the
3BC, can address this when the charter comes up for renewal,
3fd you have that same opportunity here as well as the other
38ems that you discussed earlier. I think what you've come to
®9th Gates of the Arctic is a very reasonable solution with the
#8appointment of Pollok and tabling the second seat for now.
And we'll see what the SRC has to say about it.

42

43 MR. SUMMERS: Mr. Chairman, just for your information
44 regards to membership, our charter allows a member to
ébntinue to serve until action's taken by the appointing
g6éurce. And so it's a similar situation where the term of
dppointment is for three years, but if the appointing source
£#8i1il1ls to take action, that individual continues to serve beyond
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that three year period, sometimes reappointment takes awhile
dlepending on a number of things. That's just one point I
@wanted to make in regards to the term of appointment and the
8bility of a person to continue to serve until the appointing
gource takes action to either reappoint or .....

5

6 MR. COLLINS: Steve Eluska from Telida is filling one
3@f the seats, isn't he, so a member from our area is filling
8ne of the seats currently.

9

10 MR. ALBE: So he'll continue to serve in that position
hhtil action is taken.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Mr. Reakoff.

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman, I would just like to direct
dbquestion to Bill Knauer. Would the Federal Board be -- do

¥3du think that changing our charter to include that language
tBat Clarence discussed about our SRC charters that we have a
tBree year term -- and what was the exact language -- until the
dPpointing source makes another appointment, a three year term.
2But it allows leeway, like I would hate to see Franklin cut
B@Zf of our Council 'cause the Board gets screwed up during the

88mmer or something. Would that be a favorable -- or a prudent
2écommendation to the Federal Board?

25

26 MR. KNAUER: I would think that that would be something

PHat you would want to make a recommendation on in February
#Ben we discuss the charter, that to me sounds very reasonable.
2Blso, in February, that would be the appropriate time to --
B8ving had communication with the other councils, to make a
Bécommendation that your charter be revised to include the
dPpointing -- the appointment of the SRCs. Their charters will
38so, I believe, be up for renewal next year, so it will
84incide very nicely. There would be the opportunity to make
8tire that the SRC charters and your charter, as well as the
3ther affected council charters, reflect the consensus on those

dppointments.
38
39 MR. SIMON: I have a question here for the Chairman.

We're at (ph) this meeting here, we're talking about Anaktuvuk
dhd this lower Kuskokwim stuff. I would like for one of these
#Bémbers to go to one of their meetings over in -- Nana
@3rporation over in Anaktuvuk, someplace, so we know what's
46ing on, you know, like we have a meeting here. We don't know
what their opinions or what they're doing over there. 1It'd be
dbgood idea to have one of these members here go over there and
d%ftend their meeting or -- you know, so the next time this is a
#h8eting like this, we'll know what we're talking about instead
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of just saying we're talking about Lower Yukon, Upper Koyukuk
dnd over in Nana region and stuff like that. You know, you're
3ust guessing right now, and it would be a good idea to have
S3omebody over there and get their information, write it down
dand put it on the book (ph). And we'll have something to say
for them (ph). Since we're -- like Joe Cleveland, he's from
Bobuk, I don't know (ph) how he's on there, so I don't think
Tindiscernible) to say anything about them or whoever it is,
gou know.

9

10 MR. ALBE: Mr. Chairman, a comment on that. I
dppreciate what Franklin is saying. One thing you have sitting
®A this Council are several people who also currently sit on
Pa8rk Subsistence Resource Commissions, so you've got a very
mdce interchange of information and knowledge right at the
tadble. I don't know that Lake Clark has an SRC member here, I

&Gess —-- but Denali and Gates of the Arctic do.

17

18 The other thing is is that this Regional Council and
tBe Coordinator are already on the mailing list for all
d0tivities of the Subsistence Resource Commissions. So you

@11l be receiving all of the recommendations, and the agendas
a#d the plans for meetings and that kind of thing. So there
@211 be an opportunity keep up with the activities of the
3dbsistence Resource Commissions. And they also will be using
2his body and the other regional councils as a sounding board
26 review and make comment on all of the things that they
RZopose. That was the original intent of Congress, that the
280 groups interact very closely on park subsistence issues.
29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Is there any other discussion on this?
3We have a motion on the floor to send out letters to the
Bdstern, Southcentral and the Lake Clark regional councils.

33

34 MR. COLLINS: The Bristol Bay, I guess, 1is the other
8he, is that right?

36

37 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yes.

38

39 MR. COLLINS: Yeah (ph).

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: Bristol Bay, 1is that Lake Clark area?
42

43 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. Yeah. That's the one down

Aére (ph).

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: We send them a letter to .....

47

48 MR. COLLINS: Requesting that we be designated seats on
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the Denali SRC and the Lake Clark SRC.
MR. HUNTINGTON: Is there a second?

MR. GRAHAM: I'll second 1it.

U W

MR. HUNTINGTON: 1It's been moved and second to send a
Jetter to the Eastern, Southcentral and Lake Clark regional
B8ouncils to have us appointed a seat on those regional
@ouncils.

10

11 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Discussion. Questions? Ready for a
Yéte on that? All in favor of the motion, signify by saying
age.

16

17 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign. It's been

Bbved and approved that we send some letters out. And going
Adw to our next item on the agenda, let's see, draft Federal
3dbsistence Regional Advisory Council Operations Manual. And I
gdess Bill here has the information on that.

24

25 MR. KNAUER: Thank you, Mr. Chair. That is the fourth
décument that will provide the operating guidelines for this
¢duncil; the other three ANILCA, the regulations and the
2Barter that we Jjust went over. That operations manual is
2@rrently in a draft stage. It will contain things such as the
Béguirements under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as far
3% meeting notice, accessibility to the public, public comment,
BRe duties of the three officers, the duties of the council,
BBe duties of the Regional Advisory Committee coordinator. It
wds also explain a little bit about the two annual reports, the
BACA annual report and the ANILCA annual report and other
8perating guidelines, such as what constitutes a quorum and
BHings like that.

38

39 You will receive a copy while it is in it's draft stage
£6r comment, as will all of the other regional councils. We
Adpe that will be coming up within the next couple of months,
Bt we just wanted to let you know what the status of that was
48d the fact that you will be receiving a copy to review and
éémment on.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Is there any questions on this draft
BEdderal Subsistence Regional Advisory Council manual?

48
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MR. SIMON: I got a question there. Like you said in a
touple of months and things can change quite a bit in a couple
2f months. If they started now or two months back, what do you
Bean by a couple of months?

4

5 MR. KNAUER: We have been working on it for I think
ébout a year trying to put this together. And every time our
Zoordinators have met and gone along, we have come up with
8ther suggestions and ideas. We based -- initially, based it
&n the operating manual for the State regional councils and
16cal advisory committees, came up with some ideas and a
framework there, but recognized that there were also some
f28quirements under FACA that we had to include. So it has been
d3fairly complicated process. We have got, I think, most of
the ideas, that we're now trying to simplify some of the
l&nguage in it and try and get out some of the bureaucratic
pérts that we really don't need; make it as understandable as
pdssible to all people.

18

19 So you -- I think you will find in -- as being now part
i the bureaucracy yourselves, that things sometimes move a
2ittle slower than you would like.

22

23 MR. SIMON: So, in other words, it's a year old, right?
24

25 MR. KNAUER: But it's never been put into effect, it's
86111 a draft; it's on about the fourth or fifth draft version
27ght now.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: So when would be an estimated time
Bhat it would be completed?

31

32 MR. KNAUER: I'm hoping that within the next two months

®8 will be able to have a draft out to you folks for review.
34

35 MR. GRAHAM: Does this -- I mean, is -- the one you're
wérking on is a legal document or -- I don't quite understand.
37

38 MR. KNAUER: It is more of the instructions. It's
3¥most like a Roberts Rules of Order as far as telling what the
#8quirements are for the Council to operate under. It's not

4hite that specific, but it takes about the requirements; for
éRample, because this Advisory Council has to operate under the
43 under FACA, FACA has the requirement that there has to be
Adtice published in the Federal Register and in the local
A8wspaper at least 15 days in advance of the meetings. That's
46 there, that's one of the examples of things that talks about
pliiblic meetings.

48
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It specifies that your meetings have to be open to the
public and an opportunity provided for public input. Well,
2ertainly, that's one of the things you want to do, but it's
8ne of the things that we have to write. It says that records
éf your meeting have to be accessible to the public. And one
6f the ways we're doing it is the meeting summary minutes that
bave i1s taking and the transcript that will be conducted by
gach of -- by the Court Reporter for each of your meetings.
Bnd it says where the record -- those records will be kept so
Bhat they're accessible to the public. Things like that occur.
10

11 So this notebook that you got today is more background
i#formation for you and not so much a manual.

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: Mr. James.

15

16 MR. JAMES: Bill, it's -- I'm not sure if I'm correct

hé&re, but as I recall, an operating manual is required, is it
h8t? I think it's either in the federal regulations or in FACA
®2 both, I'm not sure which, but that's part of being a federal

d@visory committee is there will be -- in this case anyway,
Phat there will be an operating manual. So it's one of those
2Rings. It's not something we dreamed up.

23

24 MR. GRAHAM: Okay. And then you got FACA, what

25 ...,

26

27 MR. KNAUER: FACA is the Federal Advisory Committee
R8t.

29

30 MR. GRAHAM: Okay.

31

32 MR. KNAUER: And like I said, that is an Act, it
3pplies to the Subsistence Resource Commissions but it applies
B84 any group -- organized and established group of people that

dbe brought together specifically to provide continuing advice
86 a body of government; in this case, you're providing it to
BHe Secretary of Interior, but it might be to someone else, you
Bfow, some other organization. But the idea was to provide
88me uniformity and consistency and openness in that process.
40

41 MR. SIMON: Then in other words -- excuse me, you were
#21king about drafting it like at (ph) this meeting here, we'll
B3ve them today or are they (ph) -- that'll come up next year
é4 —-- you're a year behind on this book here so, that's what

w&8're saying here, right now, is we come up in two or three
wénths, right?

47

48 MR. KNAUER: One of the -- we had hoped to have it for
49
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this meeting, but then the suggestion was made that since it
%ill affect the operation of these councils, it would be
dppropriate for the Council Members themselves to have an
8pportunity to review it and comment on it before it becomes
#inal. So we, in fact, did delay that and are using it to do
another draft so that the Council Members can comment on it.
We certainly recognize that 84 members, there's a lot of
gxperience and intelligence there that might have some really
g§ood ideas on this for revisions to this before it becomes
final.

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: Sharon.

12

13 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I have a question for Bill. Did

¥éu want any input from us before you come out with this in two
hdnths? 1In other words, if we have any recommendations now, do
¥6u want to hear it or is it in stone already (indiscernible)?
17

18 MR. KNAUER: It is currently a draft, it will be a
dgaft when you receive it.

20

21 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.

22

23 MR. KNAUER: You can either make comments then or I

@411 certainly take notes and see if I can incorporate it now,
2hat's at the pleasure of the Council and the Chair.
26

27 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, Sharon.
28
29 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I had a couple of suggestions.

Bfirst of all, a gquestion, you said something about publishing
}h a local newspaper. What is the time frame of that, is it
Piblish it for a week or 10 days, the publishing of a meeting?
33

34 MR. KNAUER: Most of the announcement process is
Ba&ndled by a subgroup within our office called Publications and
Béblic Involvement, and they normally try to have it in
BUltiple issues of newspapers. They try and publish -- well,
BBey do publish with display ads, not back in the legal
88ction, but regular display ads like in the Anchorage Daily
¥M8ws, which does receive statewide circulation. And then if
dhere i1s a regional or a local newspaper; well, such as the
Tdndra Drums or something like that; they also try and publish
48 multiple issues. I don't know the exact -- how many times
4ley do it, but they do try and do multiple issues on that.

45

46 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: So it would -- those are almost
#égional newspapers because most of us don't have local
A8wspapers, as you probably know. We have a radio in this area
49
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2 MR. KNAUER: Right. We also use Public Service
Bnnouncements and something called Enhanced Public Service
Announcements which, in fact, we can specify the time of
announcement and so on.

6

7 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I was going to suggest our TCC
8ouncil paper.

9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: We have a few questions here from the

ttowd, and I'll go to the hands I see first. Winchell, do you
hdve a question?

13

14 MR. TILKNUR: Yes. I was just wondering if the
dbdience here can ask questions at any time or is this locked
iato the Board here?

17

18 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I suggest you can ask questions
dfAy time.

20

21 MR. TILKNUR: Okay. Well, I got a question here. It
d2des- -- you know, 1t doesn't specify that your -- that this
g3uncil's meeting is locked into -- or the region it represents
@4 -- you know, this twice a year or is it -- or can they hold

25 in Anchorage, for instance, or in Fairbanks or wherever?
26

277 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, Dave here might have an answer
£8r that.

29

30 MR. JAMES: Let me see, how do I want to answer that.
Nd. It doesn't have to always be here.

32

33 MR. TILKNUR: In the region?

34

35 MR. JAMES: That's a good question. No. No, it
déesn't have to be in the region.

37

38 MR. TILKNUR: And the other question I had was it says

BRhat there will be two meetings per year, does that include the
g8arly meeting where you have to review the charter? I guess
41lm reading it wrong (ph) but .....

42

43 MR. JAMES: First of all, Winchell, it says at least
#Wwo meetings a year.

45

46 MR. TILKNUR: At least two meetings.

47

48 MR. JAMES: At least two. ©Now, I didn't quite get the
49
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second part of the question.

1
2 MR. TILKNUR: I was asking i1if that -- does that include
Bhe December 2nd when you -- each year when you have to review

#he charter or the Board has to review the charter?
5

6 MR. JAMES: If you're asking if there has to be a
Meeting at that time of the year, no.

8

9 MR. TILKNUR: Well, I guess (ph) .....

10

11 MR. JAMES: ©No. That process is long and drawn out, it
%211 be keyed to -- you know, to occur before the appropriate

h8eting at which action has to be taken, I guess is the way to
ddswer that.

15

16 MR. HUNTINGTON: Do we have another question over here?
1Jack.

18

19 MR. SMITH: Yes. I would like to pursue what Sharon

@w8s saying, that most of the people out here in these villages
dd not receive the Federal Register. And I'm sure if we were
23 ask people in this room how many of them read the Federal
R&8gister, I would say that maybe one or two might, if they're
24 the process. As far as the publication in a local paper, by
2he time we get our papers out here, they're three or four days
d6d and sometimes much older than that.

27

28 I think it's beholding upon -- on any of the notices
2Rat you receive, if you're going to get proper public input,
$6u must let the public know what is going on. And the only
®ay you're going to do that, because not everybody listens to
BHBe radio, not everybody listens and watches Channel 9 which is
38r only other public T.V., is that you should pursue the
Béssibility of four notices in each one of these villages;
Bérhaps, the Post Office, the store, one or two places.
Btherwise, you're not going to receive public input because the
PUblic is not aware of what is going on.

38

39 I attended an Air Force meeting last night, that was
4He very thing. They said we put it in the local newspaper, we
BAave no local newspaper. A lot of villag- -- all the people

#Hat were here in McGrath that was at that meeting, not of them
g8ts a Anchorage paper. And so I would suggest strongly that
44 you're going to get the coverage from the villages, and I
4hink it's your responsibility to let the villages know what
4bhey're doing, is that you should put it in public places like
#Hle Post Office and the others. I think that's the
#8sponsibility that you have.
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1 MR. HUNTINGTON: And I think that's a pretty good
8uggestion there, that it's hard to get communications in the
Bush now. So any way that you can do it helps out. Do you
Aave anything else on that, Bill? Any other discussion on the
hanual?

6

7 Well, hearing no other discussion on it, and looking at
8he agenda, it looks like it's time for lunch, which is kind of
8arly. Maybe we can rearrange the agenda or something. Any

3Qggestions or -- Phil.
11
12 MR. GRAHAM: Since I didn't get here yesterday until

18te and Angela was late, Bill (ph) came late, we didn't meet
the staff members. I think you people met, and maybe they

tbuld -- we could get some names.
16
17 MR. HUNTINGTON: For Phil and for the people that

¥8ren't here yesterday, we have two Council Members that are
Na8tive, there's Phil Graham from Lime Village and Angela
P8mientoff from Holy Cross. And they want to know who some of
Ybu people are and maybe, I guess I suggest you can all, you
RAow, just state your name and your agency you're from,

28presenting, you know, and just go -- and we can start from
Phis gentleman here.

25

26 MR. KOVACH: My name is Steve Kovach, I'm the chief

Biologist for the Subsistence Program with the U.S. Fish &
WR1dlife in the main office in Anchorage.

29

30 MR. DeMATTEO: My name is Pete DeMatteo,
Rbyukuk/Nowitna Refuge based of Galena, I'm the Subsistence
B@ordinator there.

33

34 MS. SAPERSTEIN: Lisa Saperstein, I'm a wildlife
Bhologist at the Koyukuk/Nowitna Refuge.

36

37 MR. EARLY: I'm Tom Early, Refuge Manager of the Kanuti
B8fuge just south of Bettles.

39

40 MS. MORKELL: Ann Morkell, I'm a wildlife biologist

with BLM Kobuk District, which is in the northern part of this
particular (ph) region.

43

44 MS. REID: I'm Laura Reid, Assistant Manager here at
Zbhnoko in McGrath.

46

47 MR. YASKA: And I'm George Yaska, Director of
W8ldlife & Parks for the Tanana Chiefs Conference.
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1 MR. ALBE: And I'm Steve Albe, Subsistence Manager for
Zates of the Arctic National Park.

3

4 MR. SUMMERS: Clarence Summers, National Park Service
Begional Office, Subsistence Division.

6

7 MR. MERRITT: I'm Ed Merritt, Manger of the Innoko
Befuge stationed here in McGrath.

9

10 MR. KURTH: I'm Jim Kurth, I'm the Deputy Assistant

Régional Director for the Fish & Wildlife Service and
$fAbsistence Program in Anchorage.

13

14 MR. YOKEL: David Yokel, a wildlife biologist for the
Bireau of Land Management's Arctic District. And I'd like to
ddd also that Jeff Denton from our Anchorage District was here
Tllesday evening and all day yesterday, and he had to leave this
h8rning to attend a similar meeting in Nome.

19

20 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I don't know if Winchell wants to
2htroduce himself.

22

23 MR. SEAVOY: My name is Roger Seavoy, I work for the

Départment of Fish & Game, I'm the acting area biologist here
28 McGrath for Jack Whitton (ph) until February when he
zéturns.

27

28 MR. ARVEY: I'm Bill Arvey with Fish & Game Sport Fish
2@t of Fairbanks, area biologist.

30

31 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Got it.

32

33 MR. GRAHAM: I wish we could have been here yesterday
B4 get that infor- -- you know, one at a time.

35

36 MR. HUNTINGTON: And have you met all the other Board
Bémbers?

38

39 MR. GRAHAM: Hum?

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: Have you met all the other Board
M@mbers?

43

44 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. Mr. Simon.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Any suggestions on the change on
A&re (ph)?

48

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



33
MR. JAMES: Bill has a short item.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Bill has a item to discuss.

SN

MR. KNAUER: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I have here a
Detter that the -- that Mr. Ron McCoy, the Chair of the Federal
Bubsistence Board received relative to the membership on this
Qouncil. I think it's appropriate that you be aware of this
Better, attached to it is Mr. McCoy's response. And this
%etter relates to the fact that the community of Aniak does not
h@ve a member sitting on this Council.

11

12 (Pause)

13

14 (Side conversations)

15

16 MR. KNAUER: As we mentioned yesterday, although the

1deal situation would be to have one member from every
t8mmunity represented, that is fairly infeasible Jjust because,
f8r example, in this region alone there are 28 communities.
2fid we mentioned that, in fact, it's incumbent on the members
T this Council to represent large areas and more than just
2Reir own community.

23

24 Also, in the area of Aniak, the river corridor that is
A5ed by the people in that area, for the most part, is not part
6 the federal jurisdiction; it is either corporation lands or
8fate lands along the river and, therefore, under state
328risdiction. And that is in reference to the -- Mr. McCoy
R8kes reference that attention was also directed to the
E6cation and use of federal lands. And he does point out that
B&cause these meetings are open, you, in fact, can solicit
FAformation from the local community, either by letter or they
338n have someone attend. You also, yesterday, addressed the
Aécessity to work with adjacent regions to resolve issues of

3bncern that are border issues. And the -- also the
8pportunity, because of the membership -- one-third of the
BEmbership being -- coming vacant every year that there is the

8Pportunity for additional members or additional individuals to
3Pply for membership, also.

40

41 But I felt it was important that you be aware of this
édrrespondence, and the responsibility is to represent areas
#W3re than just a specific community. Many of you have family
6% friends in areas throughout the region.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

47

48 MR. GRAHAM: Well, yeah, when I look at where
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everybody's from, you know, it is only Ray and I who are on the
Kuskokwim side. And I mean, 1t does seem like Aniak or that

drea might -- would it be possible to add ano- -- some of these
ddvisory boards have more than nine members, some have less.
€ould we add another, is there any -- why does the Western
Bnterior have nine or -- I don't know who answers that.

6

7 MR. JAMES: It's easier to answer the first question,
Baybe we'll have to talk about the second one.

9

10 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah.

11

12 MR. JAMES: And the answer, I think, is yes, when the

t8charter comes up, you know, that that's one of the
técommendations that this body could make is to increase the
hbmber of members .....

16

17 MR. GRAHAM: Uh-huh.

18

19 MR. JAMES: ..... on the Council.

20

21 MR. GRAHAM: That would be when we look at the charter
28 .....

23

24 MR. JAMES: When -- yeah, that's -- the charter has to
B& rechartered every two years, and that means it's due next
Y6éar, and that's the process that's going to start right after
PHe first of the year. So yeah, there's the possibility that
8u could change the number of members on this body, and it
@w8uld go into effect by the end of next year.

30

31 MR. GRAHAM: Would it be appropriate to send a letter
B3 these people and say maybe we'll have more members and maybe
38mebody from their area will be appointed?

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think it would be appropriate to
Gbve them some kind of answer.

37

38 MR. GRAHAM: At least they'd get a response from us and
Bfow that we're thinking about them.

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. I think it's something to
é@nsider.

43

44 MR. GRAHAM: So I move that we send a letter to

Mb. Kameroff at the Kuskokwim Native Association and tell him
wé're going to -- what are we going to do -- review our charter
¥ we're going to -- I haven't got that yet. We're going to

#8view our charter in '94 and possibly add another seat.
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1 MR. COLLINS: Well, we'd have to add two seats, I
£hink, because we're -- they usually keep an odd number, you'd
Bave to go from 9 to 11, I think.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

MR. GRAHAM: Maybe -- go ahead.

O 0 ~J oy U1 >

MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chair. One thing, really no matter
hOéw many seats you have, there is nothing that specifies which
tbmmunity your members come from. Also, if I might address the
$28cond part of Mr. Graham's thing about how the numbers were
dldcided. Back about two years ago when the Environmental
I#hipact Statement was ending up, and the State was divided into

16 subsistence resource regions, I personally queried the -- at
that time, the chairman of the State Regional Council within
&dch area. I queried the State coordinator for each region and
t8gional council. I queried regional and local readers and

49%so federal land managers asking them two questions; what do
6u think would be an appropriate size of regional council to,
Phe, provide adequate representation within your region and
82condly, to have a council of workable size.

23

24 I took the information from all of those sources, and
2hat is why some councils have seven, some have nine, and one
2é6gion has 13. Now again, that is not a hard and fast number
Adw, and as Mr. Collins pointed out, when it comes time for
28chartering, a recommendation could be made to revise that.
29

30 MR. GRAHAM: Let me withdraw that motion. I think we
S8hould send a letter to these guys and tell them, you know,
BBRat we want to work with them, you know, we're not trying to
F8ave them out. And that, you know, they can get their input,

$4u know, through -- you know, I would be the closest
Bépresentative. But I don't want them working against, you
Bbow, I think they can work with us. Some sort of letter back
8@ Mr. Kameroff.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. It's been suggested that we
88nd a letter to Kuskokwim Native Corp- -- Association stating
4he situation on the appointments to the Board. And I think it
wduld be -- I think it would okay to, you know, if they sent a

48tter to the (ph) response to the question here. I think they
Bdve a legitimate question and, you know, I think it would be
46 our advantage to work with them. And so if there's no
ébjections, I think the letter is in order from this Council,
47ld the State can come up with the specifics on that, huh?

48
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MR. JAMES: I was Jjust going to ask if I'm going to be
the one to draft this letter, I'd appreciate a little more
direction. Would you want me to say -- to state that this
Bouncil is willing to consider a number of alternatives, one of
which would be the possibility of increasing membership on this
Gouncil; am I following the line of thought here now or .....

6

7 MR. GRAHAM: Possibly, yea, a number of alternates.
g MR. JAMES: As a possibility.

%2 MR. GRAHAM: yeah.

%% MR. JAMES: But that's not specifically what you're

&déing to do but you're willing to consider it at this time, is
that .....

16

17 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

18

19 MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman, since of the members of our

gbuncil didn't show up yesterday, 1t was very apparent to me
Phat we have a large area that we're dealing with, and I feel
PRat it's appropriate in the future to add on a couple of more
88ats to include, possibly, Anaktuvuk and the Lower Kuskokwim.
280 I think it's within our prerogative to advise these people.
2%5t's my feeling that we need a couple of more seats on 'cause
26 we have one absentee, we're really lacking; we have a real
23rge region. And I feel, personally, that we should assure
£Be people of the Lower Kuskokwim that we're very much in favor
28 changing our charter to include two more seats to
d8commodate areas that are under-represented.

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have a question for Bill. On this
d8ncern here, did they have any people that applied for this
Béuncil, do you know (ph)?

35

36 MR. KNAUER: Yes. Yes, there were some individuals
B¥om there that applied.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think we should send a letter,
¢6u know, stating our situation here.

41

42 MR. SIMON: I got a question for this gentleman (ph)
B8re, like yesterday, I said that -- two showed up here today,

wé talk about some stuff like the region and Anaktuvuk and
gbuff like that. This letter here is telling us right now that
4bhat we're running their place (ph). And like I said, I know
4Here's people down there so it's not advisable for us to make
#Beir laws, you know. It's more right for them to come up here
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



37

and say something for themselves, you know, from their area.

$o this first time we start (ph) meeting here and they're more
welcome to further (ph) (indiscernible) -- whatever, you know,
e don't live around there and stuff like that. So it would be
good for them to come around and go to the meeting instead of
bunning somebody's village or something like that, you know;
gou know (indiscernible) or stuff like that.

7

8 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

9

10 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. Maybe we can, you know, encourage
them to attend .....

12

13 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

14

15 MR. GRAHAM: ..... until, you know, if -- until they
&iét representative -- represented, encourage them to attend
tHese meetings in this letter that .....

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have a question from George.

20

21 MR. YASKA: Yeah. 1I'm sort of steering away from

4d8king questions from back here. But I would just suggest
BRd8ving a meeting down in Aniak or in Kalskag, your next
Méeting, your February meeting.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, that could be up for discussion
BRére somewhere along the meeting. I think that'll come up at
2Be end of the meeting here, we have -- we're going to

d8termine the time and the place of our next meeting, and maybe
®8 can consider that as one of the meeting places.
31

32 MR. SIMON: It'll be after 7:00 p.m. I say (ph).

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. I think they have a legitimate
3bncern here because they stated they have a lot of fly-in
Bénters and they're not being represented. I know it's out of
38Ur hands right now, but I think we can -- close to a solution
B8ying to have as much -- have as much of the area represented

38 possible, within the legal bounds anyway. Yes.
40

41 MR. JAMES: I want to make sure I don't get left
B2hind. Now, I think you withdrew that motion. I'm trying to
#8ep track here. So there's not a motion before .....

44

45 MR. GRAHAM: I withdrew the motion to -- yeah.

46

477 MR. JAMES: Okay. This is not a motion. All right.
¥8t.
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1 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think a motion would be in order to
2- you know, to Jjust writing a letter to -- giving them an
dnswer anyway. Introduce a motion, anyone-?

4

5 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. I thought I withdrew my first
motion and made a second one.

7

8 MR. JAMES: Maybe you did. I just .....

9

10 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah.

11

12 MR. JAMES: Try again.

13

14 MR. GRAHAM: I move that we draft a letter to the
Kbskokwim Native Association and all those note- -- you know,

télling them that we want to work with them, we might possibly
t?y to increase the number of seats. We invite them to attend
a8y meetings we have.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Or direct concerns to us by letter or
gbmething like that.

22

23 MR. GRAHAM: Right. We're .....

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: A motion made to write a letter to the

RGskokwim Native Association stating that we'd like to work
@7th them and consider all our options.

28

29 MR. JAMES: I think you need a second to that.

30

31 MR. REAKOFF: Second.

32

33 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's moved and second to have a letter

d#afted and, I guess, it's stating that we're willing to work
®#2th them and do whatever we could to include them in our
déscussions. And is there any questions?

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Well, Mr. Chairman, I think one thing
®8'11 have to look at closely, and the suggestion was made that
w8 meet somewhere. We have to look and see whether our agenda
wlll affect the people we're concerned with in choosing a
#h2eting place, because as was mentioned, there may not be much

43nd down there that is under federal Jjurisdiction. So even
#Aough they have problems, we may not be addressing them,
B&cause the -- it isn't federal land. Whereas, there may be an

d46sue that's related to Kanuti or something up there and we
wduldn't want to be meeting in Aniak talking about an issue
4Bat's for an area that's directly effected by (indiscernible)
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



39

whatever we're discussing.

1
2 So I think it's good that we get their input, but I
Bhink we have to look to see how much -- what our business here

will really affect them down there, and it may be that it won't
&dffect them very much, because there's no federal land right
éround close that we have any say over.

7

8 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, it's been moved and second to
8raft a letter, and all those in favor signify by saying aye.
10

11 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.
12
13 MR. HUNTINGTON: All those opposed, same sign. Well, I

Gdess we'll have Dave here draft a letter for the Kuskokwim
Native Association.

16

17 And I guess -- what else, is there anything else you
%8nt to bring up?

19

20 MR. JAMES: Yeah, we have to talk about travel
2duchers, you know, stuff which doesn't have to be at a public
B2eting. So if you want, you can recess until 1:00, and we can

23 before lunch (ph) (indiscernible) staff will be busy (ph).
24 you want.

25

26 (Whispered side comments)

27

28 MR. HUNTINGTON: Dave here has .....

29

30 MR. JAMES: I forgot to mention at the beginning that

8¥%en i1if you did sign in yesterday, if you'd sign in again today
3r this portion of the meeting, please, I'd appreciate it.
33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Seeing no other items for this
Bb6rning's session, adjournment is in order.

36

37 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Take a recess.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Is there a motion, a motion to
d8journ?

41

42 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Recess.

43

44 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Recess.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Recess, yeah, I'm sorry about that.
B&cess for lunch.

48
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UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Move to recess for lunch.

1

2 MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been moved to recess for lunch,
3s there a second?

4

5 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Second.

o

7 MR. SIMON: I second.

8

9 MR. HUNTINGTON: Second. Moved and second
I19ndiscernible - background noise) .....

11

12 (Off record)

13

14 (On record)

15

16 MR. JAMES: We're ready to start the meeting.

17

18 MR. HUNTINGTON: The meeting will now come to order at

1930. And the first thing we have on the agenda here is open
POblic comment period. And I guess the floor is open for
gbmments from the public.

22

23 MR. JAMES: 1If anyone from the audience would like to
P#ovide testimony to the Council, we ask that you come forward
ahd sit here, identify yourself and affiliation and speak
2éward the microphone so that we can get it recorded.

27

28 MR. YASKA: All right. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My
A8me is George Yaska, I'm the Director of Wildlife & Parks for
BAe Tanana Chiefs Conference, and I just briefly wanted to ask
$bu guys, urge your consideration for a recommendation to the
38cretary of the Interior on federal jurisdiction, specifically
f8deral subsistence management on navigable waters.

34

35 The reasons for this are all likely known and we're
P6obably not going to get much biological testimony or
8¢ientific discussion of the fact. However, some of you --
B8obably all of you know that fish is the primary component of
8fr diet and very important, in some cases, it's 80% of our
dflet. And I just wanted to urge your consideration of that
fidct, and that when we talk about subsistence, we have to talk
dabout all of the resources. ANILCA specifically talks about
£3sh and wildlife for subsistence management, yet it chooses
A4t to discuss fish. And I just wanted to urge your
ébnsideration of some of the rest of the story, and that's
#6ally that I have. 1I'll take any questions, if you have any.
47

48 MR. HUNTINGTON: Just -- go ahead. Just repeat on just
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state navigable -- on the state .....

1

2 MR. YASKA: On navigable waters.

3

4 MR. HUNTINGTON: ©Navigable waters.

5

o MR. YASKA: The Yukon River, the Kuskokwim and so on,
Royukuk River.

8

9 MR. COLLINS: George, what specifically do you think we
$hould do, you say we should request of the Federal Government
that we be granted jurisdiction or I mean, is there -- I don't
k#Aow the legal -- .....

13

14 MR. YASKA: Sure.

15

16 MR. COLLINS: ..... where it's at legally right

hdw (ph) .

18

19 MR. YASKA: You might be aware that there are several
28ses that are requesting -- or rather challenging the previous

ddministration's attempt to not discuss fish in federal
8#bsistence management, and we're saying that it should be.
W8've -- we're doing this in court. There is also another
R#ocess, and that is to administratively petition directly to
Phe Secretary of the Interior to take over fishing -- fish
86bsistence management from the State of Alaska.

27

28 And that's not necessarily going to be, I think, in its
28plementation. And again, mind it's just a simple theory and
86t really worth a whole lot. The -- my simple theory,
Bdwever, though, is that it be a tandem effort, a joint effort,
®2th the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, and probably a
B38irly well coordinated effort to manage somewhat differently
BAan the ADF&G has been doing in the past years. I think it
wbuld be an effective effort, but I don't think we're going to
36e the Secretary of Interior, if he chooses to take over fish
Bdnagement do it completely by himself; I don't think we're
G8ing to see that at all.

39

40 MR. HUNTINGTON: So we —-- you would -- we would have to
#&commend it then, huh, this Board?

42

43 MR. YASKA: Yeah. 1In a letter directly to the
gécretary.

45

46 MR. SIMON: But as far as (indiscernible) -- pick a lot
6% people in the Yukon River and all (indiscernible). The

g8ate's (ph) talking right now would affect like next year and
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the Federal Government or State have a right to set the fish
down for people for subsistence?

2

3 MR. YASKA: I suspect that we'd see results fairly see
4f the Federal Government would take that over. I think one of
Bhe elements in the Department of Fish & Game's plan to monitor
6ur -- well, not our fish but the public's resource, the fish
Would be under immediate review. Many of the projects that are
8onsidered .....

9

10 MR. DEMENTOFF: Excuse me, sir, I'm just a country boy.
1When you guys make mistakes on fish eggs .....

12

13 MR. YASKA: Point of order.

14

15 MR. DEMENTOFF: We're stopped (ph) fishing, we've got

té6 eat. We've got to something more than fish. Hell, you got
tHe game warden (ph) too.

18

19 MR. YASKA: Many of the projects under consideration by
Phe Commissioner of Fish & Game and then their actual
2hplementation aren't subject to public review. We asked,
88veral years ago, for a genetic stock identification and
28gging study of Western Alaska salmon; chum salmon, king; and
Phat also run through the Alaska Peninsula fishing districts.
®W& asked for an independent review of this study. They have
86nce agreed to do the study, but we don't if they're doing it
dfly different than they have in the past. And well, we don't
Rfiow what they're doing. They say they're doing something but
@8 don't know if they're going to do actually a better job than
Bhey've done in the past, there's just no way of knowing that.
31

32 And I think under a federal subsistence management
PBogram for fisheries on navigable waters, we'd have probably a
péview panel, at least, by the Federal Government to try to
Bhgure out what are they doing; are they doing it correctly.

B6 many of you know, the primary burden of conservation for
@Hum stocks in Western Alaska is only in Western Alaska; it's
88t shared throughout the rest of the migratory path of the
881lmon. And I think that's just wholly improper, I don't think
4hat's correct at all. Everyone who uses that resource and who
édtch those salmon should have to share in that burden. 1In a
d2fferent system of management, I think we'd see that, but
w8're probably, definitely not going to see it in the
pélitically motivated system that's in the State right now.

45

46 Any more questions?

47

48 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have a (indiscernible -
49
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interrupted) .....
1
2 MR. SMITH: Yeah. I'd like to make a comment, George.

31 think those points are well taken, however you have two
problems; you have a river here that's self-contained within
the State, and you have a river, the Yukon, that goes clear
@énto Canada. And those fish that the commercial fisherman,
Both on this river and the lower river, are getting, you're
§oing to have a very substantial amount of conflict with the
@ommercial fisheries that already exist.

10

11 And another thing is that, if I am not mistaken, I
tRink the Statehood Act, on most of the navigable streams, are
b8ing titled to the State; and that goes clear back to the
$4atehood Act. I just don't know where you're going to get
#%5th that sort of a recommendation at this point in time, but
16 certainly is a point well taken to protect the subsistence
a¢tivity. But since it's navigable, most of these streams, I
a4l not sure that you're going to get very far wit it.

19

20 MR. YASKA: Any more questions? Otherwise, that'd be
Phe extent of my testimony. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

22

23 MR. HUNTINGTON: 1It's just been brought to my attention
Rére, if you have some comments to make, would you please come
Ap to the microphone so we can have it on record. Sometimes,
P£he mike don't carry that far back. Thank you. Is there any

@fTher -- more comments, public comments, concerns?

28

29 MR. SEAVOY: 1I've got a question before I present any

plblic comments. I think that .....

31

32 COURT REPORTER: And state your name, please.

33

34 MR. SEAVOY: My name i1s Roger Seavoy and I'm from the

Bhaska Department of Fish & Game. I made some statements last

Boght, and the two Board Members who weren't here probably
B3dven't heard them. But basically, I want to make sure that
BHe things that I stated last night are part of the permanent
B8cord. So I guess I'm going to go through a number of the
g8me things, and I'll probably condense it somewhat, but it'll
Bbe familiar to the people who were here already.

42

43 And I'll start out then with as the agency having the
p#imary responsibility for managing fish and wildlife resources
4h Alaska, the Department of Fish & Game is concerned about the
£#6llowing. We have basic in subsistence management which are
43 protect the productivity, abundance and sustained yields of
£8sh and wildlife populations upon which subsistence depends;
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provide fair allocation for fish and wildlife resources to
$ubsistence users as well as to other users.

2

3 We have additional concerns about the problems of dual
lanagement. One being the potential impacts of fish and
wildlife populations from improper harvests. Two, concern for

équitable access to fish and wildlife resources by all classes
@f users, subsistence, sports, non-consumptive and commercial.
8Three, in absence of federal customary and traditional
8eterminations and lack of a federal process for making them.
AAd four, discordant state and federal regulations, public
tbnfus- -- which would result in public confusion over property
bdundaries, season dates, permit validity and law enforcement.
13

14 I will be around, I could discuss them while we're at
the table here if individuals choose. I will be around for
bther discussions with individuals later on. I'm stationed in
MZGrath, so I'll be here for as -- and available as long as
¥8u'll be here.

19

20 This is the basic statement that I would like to have

ph the record, but if anybody has any other comments, please
£2el free to ask. Okay. If nothing else, I'm done.
23

24 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Roger.

25

26 MR. SEAVOY: You're welcome.

27

28 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

29

30 MR. GRAHAM: I just -- you know, Mr. Seavoy, .....
31

32 MR. SEAVOY: Sure.

33

34 MR. GRAHAM: ..... so what you're saying is the -- are
$6u saying the Department of Fish & Game can handle it fine?
B6e you saying that the federal subsistence thing -- what are
3% put it in words that I can understand. Are you
38ndiscernible) .....

39

40 MR. SEAVOY: 1It's basically .....

41

42 MR. GRAHAM: ..... are right to exist?

43

44 MR. SEAVOY: I should probably come up to the front
4Gain.

46

47 MR. SEAVOY: Basically, the State does have concerns

dBout federal and state management and having two sets of rules
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for the resource. As I said last night, and I know you weren't
here, that's where, at least the biologists and I know that's
ffhere I feel is the concern, a concern for the resource; the
dmount of animals out there and the amount of animals available
for harvest.

5

6 There are certain legal considerations that are beyond
My expertise, and I don't feel comfortable commenting on issues
Buch as navigability, because I don't know personally; I know
Bhat there is a definite concern there. There's a definite
tbncern about the property boundaries and who has which
jlirisdiction over which lands. I know that there is a huge
d2screpancy between the definition of subsistence users between
tBe state and the federal government, and that's the whole
ftéason for having the federal take over fish and game
h&nagement on federal lands in the first place.

16

17 The legal ramifications are things that I am not an
@8pert in. Biologically, I do have concerns, including
téncerns about say small sizes of, you know, game populations
26 or excuse me, game populations that don't stay on the small
8ize of some federal landholdings. Game populations that cross
@%er both, and issues of other users where -- besides
88bsistence users in places where game populations are not --
d4e not so small that you have to limit the number of users.
?he Mulchatna caribou herd comes to mind, it's over 120,000
dhimals. It seems like there are enough animals for
8llbsistence users to be satisfied and still support some sport
Bfinting. Those are the kind of concerns that the State has.

29

30 MR. SIMON: Yeah. I sort of have a question for you
Bére.

32

33 MR. SEAVOY: Okay. I'll do my best.

34

35 MR. SIMON: Yeah. You said borderlines for fish and
Géme a couple -- you're out of -- here for like a particular

3ilbsistence management regulation game book, are you guys in
38ntrol of that, borderline of Unit 24 or 217

39

40 MR. SEAVOY: The water line?

41

42 MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible) .....

43

44 MR. SEAVOY: Is that what you're saying, the high water
hark?

46

477 MR. SIMON: Yeah. ©No, just the borderline of that,
wBat I said yesterday.
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1 MR. SEAVQOY: The border between .....
% MR. SIMON: 21 and 24 or 29 .....

é MR. SEAVOY: ..... 21 and 24.

g MR. SIMON: ..... and 30, you know.

]

MR. SEAVOY: We could probably put up a sign. I don't
%O6rk in Unit 24, Tim Osborne does. And I think if you
féquested a sign in a certain location, he'd probably be able
t2 put one up.

13

14 MR. SIMON: Yeah, on stuff like (ph) .....

15

1o MR. SEAVOY: You know, I know that there have been
tdses where I -- when I was working in the Fairbanks office, I

b8dered signs and put them up. So it doesn't seem like that
§Bould be that much of a problem.

20

21 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

22

23 MR. SEAVOY: If he has a request for a sign at a
2értain location, yeah.

25

26 MR. SIMON: Well, that's what I'm asking right now.
P3ts of people (ph) in somebody's yard or something, you
28ndiscernible - interrupted) .....

29

30 MR. SEAVOY: Yeah. I think it would .....

31

32 MR. SIMON: ..... you guys (ph) live in the city or

88mething like that, you got a yard there, and you don't want
Aébody to come into .....

35

36 MR. SEAVOY: I think borders between game management
@fits can be marked fairly easily, at least at points of, say,
@8nfluence of rivers. Trying to mark all of the borders
B&tween land ownership would be next to impossible. You know,
Z0suppose they could do it outside where they've got boundary
ahd range, and if you fly over it, it looks like a
éBeckerboard. But -- and you know, of trying to put a sign on
é8ery one of these lines on this map up here, that's not
pédssible. But some of those other ones, like the ones that I
4hink you're asking for, I think it could be done, and I think
Tém Osborne in the Galena office would be the person to
dpproach for that.

48
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MR. SIMON: I think like that, you know, you can fly
bver it and take a bunch of picture from satellite or something
2ike that. You know, there's people down there that's got
Besponsibility for -- I live here all my life, for near 60
fears now, and I have a right to say something about the land
&dnd stuff like that.

6

7 MR. SEAVOY: Um-hum.

8

9 MR. SIMON: Some guys come around and try to make a

bbrderline out of your (indiscernible) into your house or your
Yard out there, you can't say you can't come in here because I
d2n't know you or something like that.

13

14 MR. SEAVOY: Um-hum. Yeah.

15

16 MR. SIMON: The same thing (ph) (indiscernible -
idterrupted) .....

18

19 MR. SEAVOY: I can't help but agree with you.

20

21 MR. SIMON: ..... program (ph) that you have the right

23 your land, you know, for subsistence, you know.
23

24 MR. SEAVOY: Um-hum. I can't help but agree with you.

25

26 MR. SIMON: Right. So you probably got a law someplace
Hat can tell (ph) you do this and do that.

28

29 MR. SEAVOY: No, that's why I have this and that's why

F0read it this way (ph).

31

32 MR. SIMON: You walk right here -- if you walk on that

33nd right now, you know, it'll be a lot different than flying
38%er it, you know, different .....

gg MR. SEAVOY: Um-hum. Yeah, I'm sure.

g; MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman.

1318 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

jé MR. REAKOFF: The State of Alaska's sent Roger here to

#4811 us that they are worried about the subsistence resources
44d stuff. But it's my personal experience where I live that
4he State of Alaska has had a poor subsistence record for
égcluding subsistence users from resources and making
dAVailability of those resources to non-resident sport hunters.
48he State of Alaska's new subsistence law, which is a non-
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subsistence law making large, non-subsistence areas, excludes
mon-residents of Alaska, subsist- -- borough subsistence users
adnd residents of Alaska from large tracts of land for non-
Besident entrance to compete on an equal footing with the
gdubsistence users and the residents of Alaska.

5

6 And the State's statement that they're worried about
fhe subsistence users is so -- is 180 degrees opposite of what
8heir actions show. The State's subsistence -- non-subsistence
8r anti-subsistence law is what it is is a detriment to all
tésidents of Alaska, and especially to rural residents. I hear
dbout large non-subsistence areas down in the Kulitna (ph)
R2ver area, the Tanana Flats, all over the place where this
@Rcludes any kind of priority for residents of Alaska and
d4lows entrance of non-resident sport hunters. So the State's
$batement that there worried about subsistence is not true.

16

17 MR. SEAVOY: I guess the only area that you mentioned
tBat is within the region that we're talking about is the area
that you mentioned, Units 19C and 19B have -- there is a
BBoposal, and it's probably worth lots of people looking at, to
2teate non-subsistence areas out of Units B and -- 19B and 19C.
23ome of the ammunition that is going to be used by people who
@2sh to create that area is going to be harvest figures. And
Phere is very little record of -- from harvest tickets of
28sidents of Unit 19 and Unit 18 using that area. Whether
Phat's reflective of what's really going on or not is the same
Pr¥oblem that came up time and time again last time, was the
28ck of reporting.

29

30 I am not going to get into a discussion of trying to
défend non-subsistence areas. I -- first of all, I'm not an
8kpert in it, and I guess, for some personal reasons, 1'd
PBefer to stay away from that. But -- and I guess the biggest

Béason for not doing it is I don't know enough about it. But I
Bhink your statement puts it on the record that you're not
Béppy with it, and I'm -- I guess, the State's -- my response
32 the State person is just going to be no comment.

38

39 MR. REAKOFF: Well, you came and put your statement on
#48cord, and I felt that I -- .....

41

42 MR. SEAVOY: Sure. I .....

43

44 MR. REAKOFF: ..... it's my position from -- the
8bate's actions are worth more than words. The

g6ate's —— .....

47

48 MR. SEAVOY: Yeah, you and I talked about that
49
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yesterday, and I know what you mean.

1
2 MR. REAKOFF: ..... the State's words say one thing,
Bheir actions reflect a different -- 180 degree opposite. Non-

gdubsistence areas are totally unconstitutional state-wise, and
dccording to the 1981 vote (ph) which prioritized consumptive
Gse for subsistence preference, there's no bearing for any
Jands in Alaska to be considered for non-subsistence areas.

8

9 MR. SEAVOY: Um-hum. Does somebody want -- anybody
¢é0se want to have at me?

11

12 MR. SIMON: Yeah, since you mentioned that.

13

14 MR. SEAVOY: That was supposed to be a good way out of
this.

16

17 MR. SIMON: I'm sure that the harvest ticket

t8ad (ph) .....

19

20 MR. SEAVOY: Pardon me?

21

22 MR. SIMON: About the harvest tickets and stuff.

23

24 MR. SEAVOY: Uh-huh.

25

26 MR. SIMON: You're from Fish & Game so I take it
PHere's another way to go at this. It depends on who is --

28ke in the Village of (indiscernible), big fish (ph), you
RfAow, and send in their license and stuff, giving out these
Bflckets and stuff, you know.

31

32 MR. SEAVOY: I may have a suggestion.

33

34 MR. SIMON: Just -- I'll just get through with
3bndiscernible) .

36

37 MR. SEAVOY: Okay.

38

39 MR. SIMON: 1In my opinion, I don't think -- from my
épinion, from me, I don't think -- I wouldn't go over there

4indiscernible) and the competition and stuff like that, you
BAow. It's stuff that you're talking about and you brag it
d4Bout it and how good you are and stuff like that. But you
¥dow, somebody else can get it in a different place, you know,
éatch your fish (ph).

46

47 MR. SEAVOY: With the harvest tickets, now one thing
d4Bout going to get it, realize that Fish & Game is not

49
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basically a law enforcement agency. There are individuals in
Fish & Game who have been deputized, but the responsibility for
2aw enforcement lies with the Division of Public Safety --
Bet's see, Department of Public Safety, Division of Wildlife
BProtection. And everybody who is out there gets called Fish &
Game, those guys are not Fish & Game, they're State Troopers,
énd they're State Troopers first. They are not biologists, but
Zhey do know some stuff about biology.

8

9 I am a -- I'm a biologist first, I get put in a
pOsition where I have to do some law enforcement but, you know,
Ilspent one week in law enforcement training and about eight
Y2ars to become a biologist; I prefer to be called a biologist.
12nd I think it's proper for people to think of Fish & Game as
d4biology based organization rather than a law enforcement or
@%en allocation kind of an agency. That's one thing.

16

17 The second -- and that was just a comment that I wanted
t8 make. A second thing is that I agree with you, there are
pfobably other ways to handle harvest reporting. I think,
PRil, you were involved in something like that in Lime Village,
20 help with something with Jack.

22

23 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah.

24

25 MR. SEAVOY: And I think .....

26

27 MR. GRAHAM: 1In fact, we're doing it again; we're
R8eping a community calendar of moose and caribou taken, when
2Bey're taken, the sex, the location in relation -- and -- but
Bhere's no names on it.

31

32 MR. SEAVOY: Yeah. And I think something like that can
w3rk out, and it may work in other villages. The individual
®ho shoots the animal doesn't have to be the same person to
511 out that card and send it in. If there is an individual

36 a community who can perform that function, I think that
®3uld be at least a step in the right direction. It would give
38 better harvest figures, but I think there's room for
8Peativity there, too.

40
41 MR. SIMON: And it never works out (ph). If you could
B3rvest -- like I don't know you, so I come up here and I say I

g§Bot a moose and I get a harvest ticket, well who's who?
¥4u're working for somebody and the other guy is working for
4bme different program. That, you know, if I come up to you
d46d I say I shot a moose here and I got a right to turn a
Adrvest ticket in. But a lot of guys got a different opinion,
g8u know, and their lifestyle and everything. And things like
49
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that, you guys should -- if you guys want to do your job, you
know, we're a taxpayer, if you can reverse your law, you can do
2t, you know. You can come in the village and say you got to

Bave -- buy (indiscernible) and licenses, it's 45 to 50 bucks
for a license for me just to hunt, you know. We're paying
those taxes. You guys are getting the money, and you're short

6f money, so you just fly (ph) around and cut somebody else;
you know, you automatically cut somebody now and then, you
Bnow. It's the federal government, these are federal -- you
Bnow, they got money. You can enforce your law and to force
those people to feel free to pull out their harvest ticket and
$tuff like that. You are free to come and ask me any time you
#dnt to, you know, the same thing.

%2 MR. SEAVOY: Yeah. I don't have a comment. I can't.
%2 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Thank you, Roger.

%; MR. SEAVOY: Okay. Thank you.

%8 MR. HUNTINGTON: One more time (ph). Okay. The floor
2% now open for some more comments.

g% MR. YASKA: Tom keeps (ph) Jjumping up here. I Jjust

@wdnted to leave you a copy. Mr. Chairman, again this is George
2&ska, I wanted to leave you a copy of this document that we
Réve. Would you hand that to the Chairman. It's our
ddministrative petition to the Secretary of the Interior with a
BR8ndy address an all that. Thank you.

29
30 MR. GRAHAM: Could I just -- so are you -- do you think
Bhat the -- excuse me. What you're saying is you think that

BHe federal system would be more sympathetic or they'd help you
B3re than the state system of .....

34

35 MR. YASKA: Well, I don't know that they'd be more
S8¢gmpathetic to our concerns but they do have a definite
Silbsistence priority law in force. And I think we definitely
38e sensible management rather than a political system of
Ba&nagement. In a political system, the State -- we can't win,
#hBe subsistence users cannot possibly win, we don't have
pdlitical leverage. If we had political leverage, we'd be
d2ing okay, but otherwise, we don't have that. And that's not
#8ally much of a worry in the federal system.

44

45 And in my eyes, I've seen federal management done in a
génsible fashion. And I think that could be applied to --
p&rhaps, not easily, but you have (ph) to be applied in the
£8deral system.
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1 MR. GRAHAM: Well, and what you're asking is that we
fake over navigable waters?

3

4 MR. YASKA: Yeah, the federal subsistence management
program would be taking over jurisdiction -- would enforce
purisdiction on navigable waters and would be managing --
Probably co-managing salmon fisheries and others along with the
Blaska Department of Fish & Game. I think we'd see a much more
Pesponsible system. I think we'd see fish back in the river.
10

11 MR. SIMON: Excuse me. In other words, federal's got
h@dre to say about this or the State, who's got more to say
dBout this that you're talking about right now, like the
féderal or State?

15

16 MR. YASKA: Yeah. The Federal Government hasn't said
daflything yet about whether it's going to take over Jjurisdiction
®8 navigable waters. The Secretary hasn't said that he's going
t® take over jurisdiction over salmon management. And we
R@ven't see the State make any commitments to true subsistence
Ranagement for fish. We've asked them time and time again. As
A7 example, we've asked the Governor to declare a disaster on
£Be Yukon River, and we've asked him twice; it's been two and a
R41f months now with no response, no phone call, no reference

ab all. He has made no commitment whatsoever to research in
dhy better fashion than he has in the past salmon on the Yukon
River. We have no information on run timing and abundance,

28ry little genetic stock identification, very few tower
28unters, very few sonars.

30

31 It's been a very poor effort by the State. And so
®2've asked them, time and time again, and just lately at the
B8eting in Tanana, we've asked them well, what can you do
Bétter now, and they made absolutely no commitments, refused to
B&ke any commitments. And it's been several weeks and we still
Béven't heard anything.

37

38 MR. SIMON: And you could never just wait (ph) until
fPeeze up -- count fish anyway so .....

40

41 MR. YASKA: Probably, I don't know.

42

43 MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible) next meeting, though, it
ghould be brought up. Somebody will bring it up, fishing and
dbuff (ph).

46

47 MR. HUNTINGTON: So this letter is actually -- it's

éB8forcing our stand to take over jurisdiction on navigable
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waters?

1

2 MR. YASKA: Yeah. To reinforce the position of the
Blaska Native community. And again, every regional non-profit
d4nd profit corporation in Alaska for Native people and the
Blaska Federation of Natives have submitted this administrative
petition.

7

8 MR. HUNTINGTON: So what, you recommend we submit this
Yetter?

10

11 MR. YASKA: Well, a letter.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: A letter.

14

15 MR. YASKA: From this Western Regional Council. And
d6tually, Jjust a very simple, direct letter, that's the logical
t&sponse, I think.

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

20

21 MR. YASKA: It's definitely within the powers of this

g2uncil to do something like that, and you do have that direct
23nk.

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

26

277 MR. GRAHAM: I'm just wondering, I don't know who can
dfiswer this, but what is the legal basis that puts navigable
W8ters in state jurisdiction rather than federal; what -- where
dBes that get divided, is that .....

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: The gentleman back there has a answer.
33

34 COURT REPORTER: Can you go to the mike?

35

36 MR. KURTH: This is a very complex issue, obviously,

3fld it's one that is in litigation, as George very properly
p8inted out. The lands that fall under the jurisdiction of the
BRaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act and Subsistence
Tltles are the federal public lands in Alaska. The definition
éf what are those lands, in the law, are the lands, waters and
dAterest therein, title to which is in the United States' name;
éRcept for lands validly selected by Native corporations or by
#le State of Alaska.

45

46 What has happened is that in trying to determine just
whHat that is, when a state is admitted into the Union, at the
#8me it's admitted to the Union, all of the land underlying the
49
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navigable waters in this State, the title to those submerged
lands, passes to the State of Alaska or whatever state it might
Be; except those that had been previously withdrawn from the
Bederal -- from public domain for a specific federal purpose.
That's the case with, I think, Glacier Bay Park, Kenai Refuge
Were withdrawn and set aside for specific purposes prior to
statehood.

7

8 When we initiated the federal subsistence program, a
%egal interpretation and a policy decision was made that
b8cause the title to the lands under navigable waters belonged
#1lth the State of Alaska, that jurisdiction for the management
®f those waters lied with the State of Alaska. The State
b8lieves that all waters should be under their jurisdiction,
d4d many others have argued that that is a very narrow
tbnstruction of the definition of federal lands.

16
17 And what George again has very accurately portrayed is
tBat the Native communities in this petition that -- the name

8 it is under the Native American Rights Fund but it's
8Qpported by a wide variety of Native interests has done is
Pdinted out and crafted for the Secretary's consideration a
228ry detailed legal analysis that says Mr. Secretary that
P38licy and legal interpretation was in error. It was very
Adrrow, that the United States does have valid interests in
2hose waters, and therefore, they should be included within the
définition of the federal public lands for the purposes of
BZoviding for a subsistence priority.

28

29 George obviously pointed out the obvious, that fish are
8fRtremely important to the subsistence way of life. The format
Bhat this was put to the Secretary in -- again, it is before
BHe court, in U.S. District Court in Anchorage. But it's been
pit before the Secretary in an administrative format, which
Bdsically gives him the opportunity, should he be persuaded by
Bhe legal argument that was made in this petition, to say wait
dbminute, I agree with the petitioners that this was a narrow
@dnstruction of the definition of public lands. And in fact, I
38ree with your interpretation that the navigable waters of
BRis state, for the purposes of the subsistence title and
ANILCA, should be considered public land. If he would make
4hat decision, then navigable waters would be afforded the same
PZiority for rural Alaskans under federal law as are wildlife
g§pecies on the federal public lands.

44

45 The matter is before the Secretary. He has not made
Afs decision. I have absolutely no idea what decision he may
#hidke. That's the point where he -- you know, his lawyers and

B8s staff are analyzing that petition that, you know, portrays
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a very articulate train of thought. I'm not a lawyer, I don't
know, but it is a legal and policy issue. I think what George
2s asking, and I don't mean to speak for him, is that he's
dsking you to consider supporting that legal analysis that
would ask the Secretary to consider a less narrow construction
6f what pub- -- federal lands are so that the ANILCA
gubsistence priority rather than the State subsistence law
Would apply to navigable waters.

8

9 It is a very complex and very critical issue. You can
jOst imagine for a moment the increasing complexities of your
dlécision making that you would be recommending should you be
ifvolved in the management of navigable waters in your region.
13'm not here to tell you what, you know, you should do or
houldn't do. But it is a very cre- -- a key issue, it's
&&tting consideration at the very highest levels in the
Départment now.

17

18 And the Secretary, in some public remarks, indicated
tBat he would be making a decision in a rather timely fashion.
20 don't have a date, but I would expect that, you know, he
Rhows the importance of the issue and the importance of making
d2timely decision.

23

24 MR. HUNTINGTON: I guess that clears up (ph) .....

25

26 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. Yeah.

27

28 MR. SIMON: I have one question here. You said U.S.,

@Ray (ph), does that include the states down in the 48 or --
BBwer 48 or just here in Alaska?

31

32 MR. KURTH: This decision just would apply to
B3nagement of the fisheries in Alaska.

34

35 MR. SIMON: Okay. Well, you said U.S., so I figure

déwn in the States. We got nothing to do with down in the
S3%ates as far as .....

38

39 MR. KURTH: No. I'm sorry, the law just applies to
#8deral and public lands in Alaska.

41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: Any more questions for George?

43

44 MR. YASKA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: The floor is now open for some more
édmments. Tom Sheets.

48
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MR. SHEETS: Yeah. My name is Tom Sheets, retired
$cience teacher and proprietor of Tukusko Hall (ph). I have
2ived about 25 years mostly -- well, all but two in rural
Blaska, lived all over the State. I was president of the
Alaska Science Teacher's Association. And I've been concerned
with what's happening with Fish & Game and subsistence
throughout the time I've been here. And I was going to talk

dbout -- well, I've got two things I'd like to talk about.

8

9 The first is what George Yaska brought up, only it's a
l@ttle different outlook, and I'd like to bring that to you
bé&cause it was a big concern of mine. I had an interest as a

13dge owner to get Native people guiding fisher people to their
t3aditional fishing places, and tried to find out what the
légal ramifications were for Native people to do this, and
féund out that if they were to do this without a six pack
lécense from the U.S. Coast Guard, they would be in -- they
#%¥3uld be thrown in jail. They would be doing things outside of
tBe law. But it would be okay if a person from Miami with a
$9x pack license came up and did it.

20

21 And this really concerned me, so I called the
@dvernor's Office, called the U.S. Coast Guard in Anchorage and
PBe U.S. Coast Guard in Juneau, and called Don Young and
3énator Stevens. I called the President's Office. I called
2%eryone because there was something rotten in the State of
Rtbaska going on here, by my estimation. Because there are a
23t of Native people -- older Native people who can't read or
@WB8ite or pass very difficult Coast Guard tests. As a matter of
fact, our former superintendent of schools took the test and
f8iled it the first time. What do you think of that?

31

32 Now, what I am saying, though, is that we have a
88bsistence kind of issue here. 1It's a natural resource that
Bélongs really to the people of Alaska, but they can't utilize
Bhis resource because they can't meet some federal law that
83&ys that they have to jump through these hoops to be able to
déd this kind of thing.

38

39 As a lodge owner, I did not want to hire a person from
Héw Jersey to be a fishing guide in the Bush of Alaska and go
£fYom Tukusko Hall to somewhere. He -- first of all, they'd

p8rish. The only good pilots on the river are the people that
43ve here and know how to manipulate on these rivers and how --
what to do with the people after they get them there and
édmping techniques and all this. And it's the Native people
#hat own the land that these people would be camping on and
#Hings like that.

48
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And it is my concern, and I don't know if you have any
jurisdiction or you have any capacity to look and see a natural
Zesource that belongs to the people here that can't be utilized
By the people; and that natural resource is tourism, it's
dctually eating the fish, it's whatever. But this is kind of a
5ide issue, and I think it's a real important one. I was very,
Gery frustrated with my efforts to find out what I could from
d11 of the different people that I called. And I said there's
Bomething really wrong here, the Native people cannot be
9nvolved in the process of being fishing guides on navigable
wAters.

11

12 By the way, the waters are navigable, I found out
t8cently from the U.S. Coast Guard, up to McGrath. From
MéGrath all the way up to Nikolai and all the other river
§ystem above McGrath, including the Tokotna River and Big River
dahd all those river systems, are not navigable as far as Coast
Gdard jurisdiction is concerned. Had I known this, I would
h8ve hired Nick Dennis or one of the Nikolai people to be a
df@ide and I would have just taken off. But I was told by the
3flate Fish & Wildlife protection officer here that if I did,
f2hey would take my boat, and they'd do all these things, you
RAow; I'd be in big trouble. Now, I know more.

23

24 But I think -- you know, I think there's something that
#8eds to be looked at with use -- concerned with use of the
2ésource and the people that are the real owners of the
2&source. And that's really -- it's really bothered me that we
R8ven't been able to get this kind of thing, you know, going.
386 I open this to question or comment on this particular issue.
30 have one other thing I'd like to talk about.

31

32 MR. SIMON: For one thing, you're right about these
pP8ople that don't know how to read and write. We live around
Bér all our lives and, you know, a lot of guys -- there's a lot
85 old peoples, you know.

36

37 MR. SHEETS: That's what I mean.

38

39 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

40

41 MR. SHEETS: The older people that I was .....

42

43 MR. SIMON: We come from here and the people that --
Béfore our grandfathers and people that have been here all
4heir life. And that's -- as far as (ph) the Coast Guard is

ébncerned, they have no right to come around and tell us what
#3 do because we don't know what the Coast Guard is. We don't
48ve on the ocean or .....
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1 MR. SHEETS: Exactly.

2

3 MR. SIMON: ..... New York or someplace, you know. So
gou're right -- you are right -- for me, you're right, you
know.

6

7 MR. SHEETS: I'm not sure what we can do about it.
Bhey recently -- they have a new permit that is good for three
9ears, this being the first. And even the permit is difficult
t6 get. And after that time, they are going to be -- this is

from the Coast Guard that I'm telling you; I just got this
idformation recently. After the three year grace period where
tBey'll allow a permit, they are going to -- the Coast Guard is
&déing to come up to McGrath and they're really going to start
éhforcing the laws that are on the books. So it's going to be
hére difficult for the older Native people that don't read or
¥7ite to, you know, make use of this resource and this earning

p8tential. I'm concerned about it.

19

20 MR. SIMON: In other words, the Coast Guard
Zindiscernible). And these waters (ph) come from Nenana and
PRey haul fuel up there, I've been working for 26 years for
RRaska Village (indiscernible). You can't spill a cup of oil,
Y4u got to report it. The Coast Guard will turn -- take over,
¥6u know. And we're going to have to -- we're not on the coast

@6 something, you know, but we're interior. And they want to
g8Hut our plant down and stuff like that just for spilling a cup
38 oil or something. I take objection (ph). As far as
8Peaking of Coast Guard, you know, they had no business up
Bhere.

31

32 MR. SHEETS: I know, but I'm sure the people here don't
®#38nt to have Fish & Game or Wildlife Protection people or Coast
Gdard confiscate their equipment if they're doing something
Bhat doesn't meet with some law that was made in Washington,
B6C. that really doesn't have anything to do with the reality
3% what's going on here. And so it's the federal -- it's
d8other federal agency but it's connected with this one, I
BAink. And it would be nice if something could be written to
#he Coast Guard stating the concern, and maybe somebody like
#his group could get more of a response than I did. I was
#2ally frustrated. I spent an awful lot of time and money
d8aling with this, and it really didn't get me anywhere. So --
Bdt they sure heard me.

45

46 (Pause - whispered comments)

47

48 MR. SHEETS: So we'll have outside people from outside
49
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of the State of Alaska, and we'll have White people come in

that have no -- they have the license and they come in and
fhey'll do it.

3

4 MR. SIMON: We'll buy you stamps, and they're traveling

6bn our (ph) money, so we'll buy you stamps from (ph)
Washington, D.C., the postal stamps, all that stuff is taxed.
They're traveling and telling us what to do, what is not right

8or us (ph). If they'd buy our stamps, it might be different;
®¥e have no (ph) stamps.

10

11 MR. SHEETS: Well, that was one concern, and the other,
I2just thought I'd make a comment. It's like subsistence use
¥8rsus -- or the -- let me start this. It's like the plastic

W#ap society versus subsistence use, and over a period of
¥6ars, I've kind of looked at this circumstance; the
ténservationists, people like you people here, and the people
tHat would misuse the game on this end, and the people that
¥8uld like to preserve on this end. The preservationists, a
18t of the preservationists are people that I call -- that are
plrt of the plastic wrap society that buy all of their food in
Plastic wrap in some supermarket somewhere in the USA. And
2Hese people, many of them are persuaded by real large groups
38 people that have questionable -- I think they have a lot of
Rérsonal gain involved here in the administrative aspect of
8bme of these large organizations that have to do with

Pb6eservation.
27
28 And what's happened is the plastic wrap society, if you

@911, have come against those of us in Alaska that live out
B8re and have made efforts at managing our resource; by that,
dlscontinuing wolf hunting and things of this nature. Which
BHere is a competition for the natural resource here, the moose
38d that kind of animal, that the people must use here. This
34 a competition that I think will become gquite readily -- more
B&adily evident by -- in the future as the wolf population
B6ilds up. But they would have us buy all of our food in a
Plastic wrap, they don't want us killing animals in the woods.
38hey'd like to make it something we don't even walk on the
38nd, let alone use it, and use the resources that are there,
4 a conservation oriented way to maintain populations.

41

42 They would rather raise their animals. And here's the
§3de of it that most of you might not be aware of. But I made
d4trip from Idaho to California a few years back, and I saw
48nd that had been beautiful forest turned into pasture land,
461 the way up into the mountains where the natural habitat
43ed to be. And all I could see was a big yellow McDonald's
d8ch over that pasture land, and all I could see was a big
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supermarket wrapped hamburger. And that is preferable to the
plastic wrap society to uti- -- very carefully utilizing the
2and in such a way that we maintain a population. We use it
dnd we don't abuse it, but we keep track of the populations.
The biologist here is watching to make sure that the
populations remain healthy, but the plastic wrap society is out
there trying to stop us from doing this.

7

8 And how they're trying to stop us from doing this is
@oming up with their emotional outlook on how to manage the
l8nd. Discontinue shooting of wolves, discontinue many things
that are counterproductive to the utilization of the animal in
12s natural habitat without destroying the habitat, maintaining
tBe habitat. They would prefer to turn, which from what T
téuld see, most of the productive part of the United States
ihto a big pasture land.

16

17 It's a different way of looking at this thing. And
18's something that I came across, and I really am quite
d8amant in my -- and strong in my belief about this. The
Bflologist that came -- that was here back in the '70s went out
dhd saw in some years it's worse than others, but many -- all
%2 us know this happens, where the wolves will come in and cut
d3wn a whole population of moose in a certain area; just cut
Phem all down during -- in the springtime when they can run
d6ross the ice, the crust on the snow, and the moose are just
26t down.

27
28 And so, I'm concerned about some of the new political
BBessures on this -- on the federal organization and the state

3ftlganization as well to eliminate wolf hunting. And I hope
Bhat you will give that some consideration, because the plastic
®Z2ap society is knocking on your door. And if they win, then I
BBink if you can -- 1t'll happen here in Alaska just like it
Bdppened outside. There won't be much habitat that the animal
3&n use any more, the wild animal, and it'll just be a plastic
®6ap society. Any questions or comments?

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: Hearing no questions.

39

40 MR. SHEETS: Okay. Thank you.

41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Tom.

43

44 MR. SHEETS: Yeah.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, the floor's open again for more
égmments. Winchell.

48

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



61

MR. TILKNUR: Good afternoon, my name is Winchell
Tilknur, I work for Tanana Chiefs. I'd just like to start off
By saying that I have traveled to quite a few places since I've
Been working with Tanana Chiefs. A lot of the times, I sit
down and listen to some of our Elders, and they keep harping I
8on't want to draw food stamps, I don't want to draw welfare; I
want to hunt but regulations have permitted me not to do this,
dnd that's why I'm drawing food stamps. And I would like to
Bay to this Board to be careful about too many regulations so

Bhat we can -- so the elder -- older people can help themselves
t6 do what they used to do before.

11

12 And the other thing I'd like to say is the regulations

a8d the federal regulations have not really explicitly told us
®4 what lands to hunt and not to hunt. I just found out
T&cently that people can hunt till the end of September on
their Native allotment if they weren't conveyed over. So in
tHis area, it was very explicit, and I think this needed to be
t8nveyed to the people so that they would understand where they
t8n hunt and not to hunt.

20

21 And also, I would like to see this Board work closely
@w2th the State of Alaska to make the regulations all the same
88 it wouldn't be from 1 to 25 or 1 to 30, you know, so people
24n understand; make it simpler. And the State regulations in
Dhit 19, they have about three or four interpretations that we
Réve to read, and people are not very understanding of this.

33 this is what I'd like to say.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have a question on you say that the
38ason is open till the end of this month on unconveyed land to
Bhe Native owners?

32
33 MR. TILKNUR: The federal regulations, you can do that,
F4found our recently under the federal regs. If you had a

Native allotment, if it's not conveyed, you can hunt there
gatil the end of September on federal lands under federal

Bdlicy.
38
39 MR. HUNTINGTON: So you can hunt on your Native
d0lotment?
41
42 MR. TILKNUR: If it's not conveyed, that was my
d483derstanding, yeah.
44
45 MR. HUNTINGTON: I didn't know that myself (ph), that
wéuld be (ph) .....
47
48 MR. SIMON: I didn't hear about Native (ph)
49
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particularly (ph) for being Native when you got your own (ph)
dllotment and you talk like that. That's, you know, and you
Rave had that (ph) or something like that you cannot eat any

Bore (ph).

4

5 COURT REPORTER: Where's his microphone.

6

7 MR. SIMON: They could all figure it out (ph), if you

8an get a moose or had that (ph) or something like that. So
énly, you know .....

10

11 COURT REPORTER: It fell off.

12

13 MR. SIMON: ..... for Native (indiscernible -
thdcrophone interference) -- I think it's under that .....
15

16 COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, I'm sorry.

17

18 MR. SIMON: ..... Native allotment.

19

20 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Winchell. The floor is
dpen again for some more public comment.

22

23 (Pause)

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I guess that's about it on the

peblic comment for now. Moving along, the next item on the
ddenda would be Identification of Regional Issues. Maybe Dave,
R8ve you got something on that?

29

30 MR. JAMES: Well, since we haven't had time to, you
Rhow, consolidate all of these issues that were talked about
B2re yesterday, I think the things that we talked about
y$8sterday afternoon would, you know, logically fit under that
Bépic. I just would call that to your attention. And of
3burse, Angela and Phil weren't here, but the others,
86pecially, thinking back to those issues that were raised
y@sterday, that might provide you some ideas on subjects you
®8nt to pursue right now. Now, you may not want to. But I
BAow that one of them that just pops to mind was Jack was
#81king a lot about C&T determinations for that corridor up
there as an example of the kind of thing that the Council here
#hdy want to discuss further, it may want to develop a
#8commendation or a resolution or a request, you know, or
Whatever seems appropriate.

45

46 As a suggestion, you might -- when it comes recess time
4ild you want to take a break, it might be an opportunity, you
¥8ow, to circulate along the wall here and refresh your memory,
49
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and maybe then you'd want to come back to the table and deal
%ith some of those right now, maybe you wouldn't.
2

3 MR. HUNTINGTON: Ray.
4
5 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I can think of one issue

that's come up that I'm not sure how we go about solving it,
But there seems to be a lot of confusion, as Winchell just
8ndicated, on the part of the hunters as to what lands is open
8nd what isn't open, even though we've got a season and bag
19mit here. That I would hope that before the next hunting
$@éason we could identify within our region the areas of land
tBhat are and are not open, at least, some kind of a description
®3 one place people could go to find out.

14

15 Like in this area, we don't have the refuges right
dbound McGrath, but there is some public BLM land. But if
p&ople knew that they could at least call BLM in Anchorage at
tBis number and identify the lands that are open or something.
1But maybe we would be directing the staff of Subsistence to be
@Orking at identifying the federal lands on some kind of a
81imple description at least that could be available to hunters
2Hat they could look at and see, and where they could go for
PArther information to clarify.

24

25 Because on this matter of allotment that was just
méntioned, I had heard that also. And then somebody from one
¥ the agencies yesterday, I'm sorry I forgot who, said that
A8, federal allotments aren't open because it's private land or
80mething like that, even the unconveyed. So there's a
difference of opinion about whether allotments are or are not
3fpen. If that could be clarified so that people would know
B2fore the season that yes, if you have allotment and it hasn't
B8en conveyed yet, that is considered federal land.

34

35 MR. KURTH: I can clarify that for you right now, if
gou'd like.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Okay. But the point I was making that

B&fore next season, if that would be written down for people so
#hat they would have something that they could refer to to

khow, with some of those answers on it. Yeah. Go ahead.
42
43 MR. KURTH: Right. Again, all the lands, when the

#d4tle is in the United States, are public lands, except for
#hose lands that it lists here; less the State land selections
4hd land selections made under the Native Claims Settlement
AZt, which are Native corporations and some certain exceptions
48 Southeast. Native allotments aren't selected under the

49
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Native Claims Settlement Act, they're made under the Allotment
Act that was much earlier. So until the title to allotments is
Pransferred to the person entitled to it, the title is in the
Bnited States and it's not one of those exceptions; therefore,
4t is part of the federal lands that is eligible for priority

bPor subsistence uses. So unfortunately, it's Jjust complicated.
6
7 Another thing, perhaps, for the record, in our

Begulations booklet, in the very end of it, there's a fairly
8xhaustive list of the federal offices throughout the State of
ADaska. And most people, I think, recognize the local offices,
ahd we've got all their phone numbers and all their addresses
i@ there. So I don't expect everybody knows that, but we have
h8ard from the public that they want these addresses, and we've
t4ied to provide them. It does take time for folks to get to
kbow us and who we are, so appreciate your comments.

16

17 MR. COLLINS: Maybe that information you just conveyed
t8uld come out in next year's season and bag limit and about
d%lotments or some of that (ph) or -- you know, whatever can be
dbne to clarify this so they would be able to figure out from
Phere as to what is or is not open, what (ph) the federal lands
d?2e used for.

23

24 MR. SIMON: As far as allotment is concerned, it
g8barted in '71, I think, Native allotments.

26

27 MR. KURTH: One thing .....

28

29 MR. SIMON: Before that it started but, you know, for

28nd claims and stuff like that, it started in '71.

31

32 MR. KURTH: We are concerned about the allotments and
BBat, even before the title is conveyed, it is occupied,
3ftentimes, by the person whose allotment it is, and we're not
B8ally wanting to encourage people to use other individual's
dblotments. So it is a priority use there, but yet it's not
83@mething we really want to publicly encourage everybody to go
88 somebody's allotment, because the actual transference of
B2tle often takes a long time after the person really is
é6cupying the allotment and using it and things. So it is a
¥éry special category of land.

42

43 MR. COLLINS: As long as it's held in trust, is it
#dderal land then?

45

46 MR. KURTH: The -- my understanding of Native

dT7lotments is the title is actually transferred to the
48dividual, but it's a restricted title; in order for them to
49
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sell it or do some things, it does require some additional
$teps with -- you know, with the government to clear that. So
2t's -- the title is in the individual's name once it's
Bransferred but there are some restrictions on how that person
éan make a subsequent transference of property.

5

6 MR. COLLINS: And at that point, it becomes private
Jand and it would be under State Fish & Game .....

8

9 MR. KURTH: That's correct.

10

11 MR. COLLINS: ..... regulations? Okay.

12

13 MR. KURTH: That's correct.

14

15 MR. SIMON: And as far as Fish & Game is concerned, if
I6got a -- like I got a allotment right now, is it breaking of

fdderal rules if I go out and kill moose on my land?

18

19 MR. KURTH: ©Under the existing law, the regulation of
Pish & Game on the Native allotment would be under the State's,
gbu know, hunting and fishing regulations, and they would apply
23 the activities on that allotment.

23

24 MR. SIMON: In other words, I don't own the place,
2hght?

26

27 MR. KURTH: You would own the place, yet there still
d8e laws that would apply by the State.

29

30 MR. SIMON: It's in my name and I'm here, and if I'm
gbne or somebody -- my kids or my grandkid takes over, what's
B2 going to (indiscernible). I have no right to kill anything
38 my own allotment?

34

35 MR. KURTH: The -- you know, again, this is a State
Bénting and fishing regulation process. But on all lands in

BHe State of Alaska, other than federal public lands for
88bsistence purposes now, the State hunting and fishing code
3Pplies on all lands in the State of Alaska, and that's the

48gal framework. I'm not trying to make an editorial whether
4hat's right or wrong, but that is, you know, what the law is
#2ght now.

43

44 MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible) on papers, though, I'm just
45king you to see if .....

46

47 MR. KURTH: Yeah, I understand it, it's a very valid
4flestion.

49
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1 MR. SIMON: Yeah.
2
3 MR. KURTH: And people ask that often, it's a good

dguestion. But that's the way the lawyers tell me now, 1is other
than federal public lands for subsistence, all of the State
bish & Game regulations apply on all lands in the State of
Alaska.

8

9 MR. SIMON: When I have no right to -- if somebody is
fom down in the States or someplace, coming and kill a moose
there, I have a right to kick them out or something?

12

13 MR. KURTH: You have the right to -- your prop- -- when
¥éu have title to the property, you can tell anybody else that
they can't use that, that is your right; they can't trespass on
yé6ur property without your permission.

17

18 MR. SIMON: I didn't know that. 'Cause I own the place
b8t I have no right to say anything according to federal and
3fate.

21

22 MR. KURTH: 1If you own the title, it's your private
BBoperty to control the access to it however you choose.
3émehow -- I recognize that's not necessarily an easy thing to
d5 (indiscernible - voice lowers, away from microphone).

26

277 MR. SIMON: Yeah. Well, I see some guys get in trouble
d8ound here that's how come I'd asked.

29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Coming back to the agenda, I guess Ray
Bad a legitimate concern among the issues. I think we should
Baybe break for recess, a 10 minute recess and come back with
838me more main concerns. How does the Board feel on that?

34

35 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Sounds good (ph).

36

37 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Fine.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. We'll take a 10 minute recess
aad .....

41

42 (Off record)

43

44 (On record)

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. I call the meeting back to
é6¥der. And the next thing on our agenda was Identification of
B8gional Issues. I guess we have some issues here that we

49
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could probably bring up. Any Board Members here have some
$pecific issues or whatever you want to discuss, any order?

2

3 MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman.

4

5 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

o

7 MR. REAKOFF: I'd 1like to ——- I think that the C&T
8eterminations for the area that I come from near the Dalton
Bighway for -- at least for the big animals that are lacking,

#hich would be black bear and caribou, I think that it would be
ptudent of our Regional Council to bring it to the attention of
tBhe Federal Subsistence Board that this area is a high use
$port area, and that these customary and traditional
dléterminations need to be brought up to the forefront of their
C&T determination list. And I'm not really sure how we would
&6 about doing that. Would we make a proposal or are we —-- can
%@ deal with these kind of things with a proposal or .....

18

19 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chair, in response to that, that would
A6t be a proposal but it would be a recommendation to the
Péderal Subsistence Board, and you would do that by letter
28commending whatever you chose there.

23

24 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, is there need for
Bhological data? Should we be requesting, from your
départment, that data be gathered on that so that they have
8dmething to go to the Board when they make their decision or
348 we wait for them to get that information? I mean we could
R8ke a recommendation now, but what do they need to make their
décision? Is -- you know, do we need to direct some of your
8taff to go out and do field work or to gather information --
S3#pporting information?

33

34 MR. KNAUER: The way I understand Mr. Reakoff's
B&commendation would be that they prioritize the process, not
Bbhat they make a particular determination of Community A for
BTack bear or Community B for caribou, is that correct, .....
38

39 MR. REAKOFF: Well, I'm -- .....

40

41 MR. KNAUER: ..... at least a start?

42

43 MR. REAKOFF: ..... I'm making a rec- -- would like to
#dke a recommendation that would prioritize Unit 24 which is
where -- which is part of our regional area, and to prioritize

#he C&T determination to the head of the list for those
dfiimals, which are caribou and black bear, because of the
éBance of sport use of this area.

49
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1 MR. KNAUER: Right. And your justification is because
3f the impact on sport users in that area.

3

4 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum.

5

6 MR. KNAUER: And you're making the recommendation that
fhey prioritize the study .....

8

9 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah.

10

11 MR. KNAUER: ..... that is occurring there, not for a
padrticular community right now, but that that would be -- that
¥%3uld come out .....

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah.

16

17 MR. KNAUER: ..... as a result of the study, .....

18

19 MR. REAKOFEF: Yeah.

20

21 MR. KNAUER: ..... is that correct?

22

23 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum. Well, it's my understanding that
Phere is a 12 year process for these C&T determinations. And I
£8el that I don't want Unit 24 pushed back to Year 11, I want
OAait 24 pushed up to the front 'cause this -- in our region, it

2% not the or the only high use area but it is one of the high
#B8e areas without C&T determinations with caribou and black

Bear. There's probably other areas in other units, but I'm not
f@miliar, you know, like the Innoko area and the high use; they
Blist have a C&T for moose there. I don't know.

32

33 But this is an area that I am familiar with, and I know
BAat this is going to be a problem in the near future. And I
want -- would like to see this C&T pushed up to the forefront.
36

37 MR. KNAUER: The information that you have provided

B8ght there is some of the significant justification that you
®w8uld wish to have included in your letter. The specific --
4He specifics is the information that after the staff received
direction from the Board that they would obtain biologically
4a#d culturally, that's material that they would put together
d8ring the process itself.

44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON:
dhere.

47

48 MR. YOKEL:
49
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with the Bureau of Land Management, R (ph) District. If the
Council chooses to make this recommendation, I would like to
8uggest that it be more comprehensive, to include GMUs 20F, 25A

and D, and to also include wolves in those -- all those units
d4nd in 26B.

5

6 There is a C&T determination for wolves, but it's, in

My opinion, basically a non-determination because it includes
®olves in about 17 units for all the residents of those 17
finits, which is very little different from saying no
dlétermination. All the other units that I have listed are --
ifhclude part of the Haul Road Corridor issue.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Another question there.

14

15 MR. KURTH: Yeah. I might point out, I think one of

the things that is important for the Council to do is to try
afld think again about the things that we don't know. We
t8cognize this is a problem, and what I thing can be very
h8lpful for us is if you tell us, from your perspective, who
R8s customarily and traditionally hunted those species in those
Ahits of the Dalton Highway Corridor. I mean, you have a lot
2?2 knowledge about that that can help us.

23
24 Further, I think that really what you're asking is to
2%pedite a review for (ph) that. I think everyone recognizes

Phat, in general, it's best to have an orderly process where
Y3du go from one project to the next. However, the Board has
28cognized, in certain circumstances, there are problems that
2Bey have to solve outside of a preset schedule.

30

31 What you need to do, i1if you want to prevail on the
B3ard, to change its priority, is to give them some compelling
B8asons why. And I think that you know those reasons why; you
Bdow, you know what's happening there; you know, you have
3bncerns that you know about. And so as you ask the Board to
@6bnsider that, tell them why it's important to do it now; that
BHere's got to be a compelling reason to change the schedule
38d address a problem that truly exists at this time. And then
8811 them, if you can agree, who you believe are the customary
49d traditional users, because that helps us in the process.
While we have anthropologists and biologists, this law places a
A2avy emphasis on local knowledge.

43

44 And so, we're here for the first time trying to figure
ébt how to do that, but that's really what this is all about,
46 for you to give us the local knowledge that we don't have.
47

48 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you. Well, as you stated, it's
49
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kind of confusing for somebody that, you know, really don't
fhinderstand what C&T is and the area that's affected. You know,
2t doesn't affect everybody, but it affects like Jack's area
Bere and maybe a few other areas. And it's open for comment.
8haron.

5

6 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Maybe I'm coming from another
Place, but I was under the impression, when I was on the
Begional Council, that this is something that was our
Pesponsibility to see that was -- to see that it was done for
dQr community, a C&T on all the species that -- you know, that
W& use locally. And I see from the book that only a few of the
$pecies are C&T for our area. And I thought that it was
$8mething that -- I don't know if I am supposed to start it or
thdke a formal request for staff to do studies for C&T. But
that it was our responsibility to make sure that these were
dléne on everything, and that it was in the process of being
didne, but somehow, I can see that it wasn't.

18
19 So I don't know what steps to take or what I should say
26 get thing- -- get the ball rolling, so to speak, because I

8&e some species here are C&T in our area. And do I have to
@wdit until there's a problem, like in our area, I mean a real
23 a definite problem before a study is begun or shouldn't we
ddready have it in place. If it's customary and traditional,
2hen it's all there already; you know, it's not being
déveloped, it's been customary and traditional. And there's
B¥obably some research already done on the law, that the
28formation may be there already.

29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

31

32 MR. REAKOFF: That brings up a question that I have.
BBe State was making the C&T determinations, and then they --
BAis process stopped. Does the -- did the Federal Subsistence

Bbard get all their data their determinations and plug that
}bto their computer or are they just going to go from Square 17
37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: Bill?
39
40 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman. The -- when the Federal

Gdvernment took over the management of the priority on federal
42nds, the adopted what were the State C&T determinations as of
d4dne 30, 1990. They didn't adopt the State process, they
ddopted the State determinations. We were aware —-- we are
dWware that, as you said, it was the State -- it was an ongoing
p6ocess. And we have access and work very cooperatively with
#Hle State Division of Subsistence and share information and
H8ve access to their data.
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1 And Helen Armstrong and her branch, which includes
Zaylor Brelsford (ph) who had to leave to go to the Naknek
Beeting today, and her staff have, in working with the Staff
Committee and the Federal Subsistence Board, developed a sort
6f a map that shows different areas of the State based on, you
know, problem areas such as the Dalton Highway Corridor and
Zertain other problem areas around the State. And they've
8ssentially said okay, here is the layout of how we are going
8o do things, the road map, using the State information and
h8ing the information derived from the Regional Council and
from cooperative agreements that are in effect with
bZganizations and the literature.

13

14 So they are not starting from scratch. And they do
h&ve a process. And each agency 1s participating to work on
d6eas where they are a primary landowner; for example, in some
d¥eas, the Forest Service or the Park Service of Bureau of Land
M8nagement of Fish & Wildlife, depending upon who is the
p®imary landowner, is working on it. So that there may be a
AQmber of these studies in place at the same time. But part of
Phe process is the identification of an area that is being
@WBrked on, the accumulation of the information that already
23ists and the involvement then of the Regional Council in that
dfea.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you. So it would be the
2&commendation (ph) of this Board would probably need a lot
B8re time to determine which areas that we want to see
2istomary and traditional use areas. It would seem like we
®O0uldn't have enough time today to even get into it too deep.
31

32 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.
33
34 MR. HUNTINGTON: But what I would probably recommend is

36 looks (ph) like we should have another meeting some time to
Béally go over some of these issues that we've identified
B8dday, because I know you can't just cram everything in one day
3d8d figure out (ph), you know, try and take care of it. So
®Bat I suggest, maybe if we just get all the issues that we
4Aink that'll be reasonable issues and try to come to a
ébnsensus on another meeting -- another day or two meeting
§2metime before the February meeting, or would that be out of
4Be question or .....

44

45 MR. JAMES: No, not at all. I remind you again that
4he issues that were talked about yesterday, and this is one of
4Hem on these, will be consolidated into, you know, a report
£8rm, and I'll get it out to all of you as soon as we can. So,
49
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you've got that to refer back to to keep kind of track of where
You've been.

2

3 You know, I think what I hear you saying makes sense.

4 mean, Jim Kurth has told us that essentially, in so many
Words, he's simply saying I know this is a problem, I know this
heeds to be taken care of doesn't carry much weight with the
Board. What the Board wants to know is well why, what do you
Bean when this is causing a problem, what is the problem, you
Bnow. And who, which communities, you know, and that sort of
tBing; how much history and whatnot. If all of that that you
tdn provide will just increase your chances of prevailing, you
kiow, of convincing them yeah, this is a high priority, that
dBviously is going to take time. You can't do it .....

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah.
16
17 MR. JAMES: ..... with the time we have remaining. And

k8ep in mind, and you probably know this, this isn't part of
tBe Subpart D process and you're not looking at a November 1st

déadline. So, you know, you have time to build your case and
pht it in writing.

22

23 MR. REAKOFF: So it would be within our parameter to
dddress this issue further at our next meeting and possibly
2bme up with some -- with a recommendation that could hold some

@Wéter with the Federal Board for their spring meeting?

27

28 MR. JAMES: That's what makes sense to me. You may
@8nt to, you know, provide a working draft for this Council for
Bheir next meeting, whenever that might be, or get it out to
Bhe members sooner through me so I can distribute it or I can
B2lp you to whatever degree possible. But what we're talking
dBout here is not getting the staff all set up to do the
Bésearch, because they're all clogged up anyway, and that's why
®& had this problem in the first place, you know what I mean.
36

37 MR. REAKOFEF: Yeah.

38

39 MR. JAMES: What they want to know is your point of
dhew .....

41

42 MR. REAKOFEF: Yeah.

43

44 MR. JAMES: ..... and the information that you have to
£6ed into the system.

46

477 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah. Well, I think that we should table

48 for our next meeting and come up with some ideas on that or
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it could be on our agenda for our next meeting. It's -- 1T
would prioritize it.

2

3 Another -- the other thing that I have seen in our
dreas 1s the statewide problem that has affected our area is
hilitary bases -- or military installations having -- that are

put into rural areas, and those military personnel have rural
Ftatus to compete with the real rural residents who reside
8here. And I think that that problem should be addressed at
ur next meeting also, with possibly recommendation to the
F8deral Board with a similar recommendation to -- for them to
dddress this military installation problem in rural areas.
TRey have addressed it with Adak, then they quit. There's a
¥HBole bunch of other military installations all over. There's
ld4ttle golf balls (ph) all over the hills out here with
hhlitary personnel that qualify for subsistence. And this was
b6ought to light last year with people from Fort Greely
t@mpeting in the sport hunt -- or the subsistence hunt on the
h&8ghway. Alls that did is shine a light on the problem that's
béen there from when I was a kid in Galena, when there's dead
B8avers floating all over the place 'cause military people are

8hooting everything that moves. They're not subsistence
P2ople, they're just out there goofing around. And this, also,
8Bould -- I feel should be worked on at our next meeting as

8déme type of C&T work by the Federal Board on that military
2hstallation problem.

26

27 MR. HUNTINGTON: David.

28

29 MR. JAMES: I think what you're talking about rural
détermination.

31

32 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum.

33

34 MR. JAMES: Which is apart from C&T. The gquestion I'd
Bhke to have clarified by maybe Bill or Jim is who's —-- what's

Bbe authority for changing rural determination, does that rest
®#ith the Board or does that go to the Secretary?
38

39 MR. KNAUER: It rests with the Board.

40

41 MR. JAMES: So that is within their authority?
42

43 MR. KNAUER: Yeah. Other than in a very unusual

é4drcumstance where the Board has kind of expressed its
dhtention not to review rural status until the next census in
#he year 2000. And further, the -- when community status would
éHlange from rural to non-rural, there'd be a five year lag
p8riod in our regulations before they would lose the
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subsistence priority. So, you know, in terms of addressing
$ome of these places like Fort Greely, I'm not so sure that
Zural necessarily is the way to do it. But I think it'd be
Pretty straightforward to articulate they haven't customarily
d4nd traditionally hunted in some of these areas for subsistence
purposes.

6

7 But I mean, I think it's pretty obvious to all of you,
gou know that I don't know and I don't live up in that country.
9But you guys know it and it seems very obvious, you know, at
l8ast to those of you from that part of the country. And I
think with some thought, you could draft out something that
#%B3uld describe your observations and your knowledge about who
di8es use those parts of the world.

14

15 MR. JAMES: So it sounds like C&T would be the
dppropriate .....

17

18 MR. KNAUER: Um-hum.

19

20 MR. JAMES: ..... step (ph).

21

22 MR. SIMON: Mr. Chairman, I got a question here about
BRlitary stuff here. I'm from around here, and this military

Pdsiness and stuff like that, as far as I'm concerned, that
2hey are here to protect America and USA and stuff like that.
RAd we have no right to say well, you don't belong or they're
dV¥er (ph) in Asia or someplace. And we have right -- they're
PB8otecting our lands and they're protecting the people of USA.
2Bnd what we got against them? Young kids come up here and do
Bhey want, and I don't know (ph). I've never been in the
Bllitary but from my opinion that we should, you know, get
32ong with the peoples. People that we don't where they come
fB8om first place (ph) (indiscernible) we are (ph). From my
3¢inion that's for right here, right now that I'm just in-
Bé&tween right now.

36

37 MR. REAKOFF: The military people wouldn't be excluded
B8om hunting, they would -- but they wouldn't have the
3@bsistence priority. If there was a problem with the moose

B8rd in and around Huslia, they wouldn't have a priority to
ébmpete with you if there was some, you know, problem with the
#wdose herd. If they want to go hunting, they can hunt on state
43 they can buy a resident hunting license, they can hunt on
84ate land in the State season. But right now, when they put
#hlitary into rural areas, they have a priority with the rural
#ésidents for subsistence, but they don't live from
gilbsistence; they're just sport hunting. And they can buy --
4HBey can hunt under the State seasons and go sport hunting and
49
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fiddle around just like they always would. But if there is a
problem with the moose herd or a game population, they wouldn't
Rave a priority to hunt those animals, just the people who
Gustomary and traditionally hunted those animals would have
#hat priority.

5

6 MR. SIMON: Well, for the information, your parents
Zame from down in the States, okay.

8

9 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum.

10

11 MR. SIMON: Well, you got a right to hunt around here,

t2o0, but we don't go down there (ph) and hunt. We have no
t3ght to say what they're doing in their state.

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: But they're not -- they haven't chosen to
léve or they don't live there and live from those animals.

17

18 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

19

20 MR. REAKOFF: They don't rely on those animals for
Pheir living to eat. They eat in -- they live in -- they eat

28 the mess hall, they have a commissary. They have these
£Bings that it's not that they're residents, they don't even
Rdve a house; they live in a military base. So they're not
28ally residents, they just are coming here. If they want to
Rent, they could hunt under the general hunt. But when it
2@mes to subsistence they're not really living a subsistence
28festyle, they don't live from the .....

29

30 MR. SIMON: Well, who doesn't? We come from down there
3% they come from down there. We come -- they come from down
34 the States, well, Canada, Asia, anyplace. (Indiscernible)
f8deral -- do we have a right to say anyone's special (ph),
34's federal government.

35

36 MR. HUNTINGTON: It sounds to me like there's a

Edophole in the determination status for rural residents, and
®Bat could we do to, you know, correct that problem? I see
}8's a problem in Galena, because every now and then someone'll
4Arow a whole moose away in the dump, you know. And it's no
gécret that, you know, the military has got guys coming and
43ing all the time out in the boats (ph) and stuff like that,
48d it's been a problem for years. And it's going to be a

p#oblem until it's corrected. I can see their point of view.
45
46 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I just wanted to add to that that I

43 see that they have some privileges that the rest of us don't
B8ve, and that is things like the commissary, the BX or
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whatever. So they have their privileges because of the
lifestyle they have chosen, and we should maintain ours.
2

3 MR. HUNTINGTON: So what's the suggestion here, we'd
probably recommend that maybe military personnel in the Bush be
Pimited to subsistence -- or not doing (ph) subsistence

6r .....

7

8 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: State resident status, not rural
Status.

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay, yeah. I think that is probably

pZetty more likely of getting passage on that. So is it the
B3ard's wishes to recommend that maybe we give the military

pérsonnel in the Bush State status instead of rural status?

l18ause it's a problem and nobody seems to be doing anything

dbout it.

17

18 MR. SIMON: In my opinion, excuse me, but we should
l18ave it up to the next meeting or something.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Well, right now, I think we're
28st going to identify the issues that's .....

23

24 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: ..... really a problem and trying to
gét all the information we could before the next meeting and,
¥8u know, .....

29

30 MR. SIMON: Right.

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: ..... come to a conclusion on what's

BBe proper steps to address them. And I agree, it's a problem.
34

35 MR. REAKOFF: The Federal Board would have the
d6thority to make that determination, would they, I guess the
Gilestion is for the staff on whether who is rural and who is
B88t. I mean, they determine that, right?

39

40 MR. JAMES: Under the C&T determination process, they
#w11ll not come to the conclusion that somebody is, you know,
Adn-rural. They've come to a different conclusion, which I

#Bink would be no subsistence, would it not? But I'm not that
fdmiliar with the .....

45

46 MR. KNAUER: Well, as Jim Kurth stated, they could make
d7determination that they were non-rural. But you also heard
A8m say that the Board is disinclined to make any new non-rural
49
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determinations until the 2000 -- year 2000 census is out. So
that would not be an immediate solution. Another solution
@would be -- or another way of resolution would be during the
Gustomary and traditional use determination process. And I
#hink it would be pretty -- it could be pretty clearly shown
that the military personnel do not have customary and
traditional use of the resources. I think that will be a
Guicker process.

8

9 Mr. Reakoff is correct in stating that the military
pérsonnel would still be able to harvest fish and wildlife on
féderal lands under general State regulations where they have

hdt been precluded by the Federal program. So the -- there
#3uld not be the total loss of opportunity .....

14

15 MR. COLLINS: Right.

16

17 MR. KNAUER: ..... for them.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: But they wouldn't have customary and
taditional use, he means (ph)?

21

22 MR. KNAUER: Right.

23

24 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

25

26 MR. SIMON: Well, I got a question on that. This
military, non-military, I think that means (ph) white face (ph)
8 Indians or -- for federal land. There's white guys going up
£Bere non-military, too, hunting, things like that. We're kind
8fi having discrimination here. My opinion that we're -- you

Bhow, White guys, Indians, the small (ph) people like that. Do
$2u have a right to turn the military down because they're
BBite or colored or what you got there?

34

35 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman, that would have nothing to
dé with racial background or ethnic background. It would have
8@ do with their customary and traditional use of that
B8source. Congress chose to pass ANILCA with a geographic
d%scrimination factor. The geographic discrimination factors
48y rural Alaskans, they didn't say Natives or they didn't say
gbme other ethnic group, they didn't put a dollar amount saying
#Rat if you made less than $10,000.00, but they chose
g8ographic. And so that is the process that we're under right
Adw.

45

46 MR. SIMON: Excuse me. I don't think it's right for us
43 make (indiscernible) against another people -- against
dfother people because we're all Americans.
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1 MR. COLLINS: Franklin, I don't hear us doing that.
Pranklin, what we're saying is that those military people there
didn't have customary and traditional use. I mean, their
families haven't been living in rural Alaska for hundreds of
Years depending on the resource (ph). All we're saying is that
they don't have a customary and traditional use of that game
TJike your people do and other peoples that have lived in the
Bush for a long time. They've come to depend- -- they've
Paised their family on game, military personnel have not.

Wé're not discriminating against them, we're just saying that
they have not had a dependence on that moose and game to feed
tReir families like other rural residents have. You see,
tBat's .....

14

15 MR. SIMON: Well, in other words, we have people from
Aftaska and the State (ph) that we have people that's in
hilitary and National Guard from the State.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: Right. But if -- that wouldn't exclude
2hem if they, at the same time, when they weren't in the Guard,
2ived in the rural area, then they would have the customary and
£2aditional use as a rural resident. But yeah, I see what you
m8an. But the bulk of the military personnel or if not all
@éuld be mostly be non-Alaskans or non-(indiscernible - wvoice
2bwers) .

26

27 MR. YOKEL: 1I'd like to point out that the customary
4d8d traditional determination does not say we will exclude so
2aAd so from use. It says we will include such and such people.
380 you're not excluding a particular group. When you make a
détermination for caribou along the Dalton Highway Corridor,
g2u'll be excluding Ms. Demientoff from use there, too, under
f8deral regulations; people in Holy Cross won't be included in

BAat customary use -- customary and traditional use
détermination, I don't believe.

36

37 So you're not singling out a group to exclude from the

38e of the resources, you are singling out a group to include
38 the use. And I'm hopeful that this will clarify some of the
é6nfusion that I perceive right now.

41

42 MR. COLLINS: See, and if you look in this -- on the
#8gulations here, it'll pick out in -- on the use of this, it
g84ys customary and -- well, I'm looking at Unit 23, Page 95,
dhder brown bear, for instance, it says: Customary and
46aditional use determinat- -- rural residents of Units 21 and
23 it says have a customary and traditional use. So it tells
wBo is. But I guess they would have to make a determination
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that rural residents except military personnel or something
like that, or except the military base of Galena or whatever
Rave customary and traditional use. That's the kind of
determination they would give (ph), because they list who has
#he -- who's the ones that have customary and traditionally
hunted there. And that excludes everybody else in the State
éxcept the ones that are listed under those findings.

7

8 MR. JAMES: A suggestion. In the regulations, which
Qre Section 8, 1n the back, it has all of the C&T
déterminations in a tabular form here. They're not -- here,
they're scattered out. Here, they're condensed. Okay. You
tdn see the format. This is the result of an action, of a C&T
d8dtermination, which, you know, conceivably would fit the
$4tuation you're describing.

15

16 Okay. And you start off, it identifies the area.
W&1l, one could envision that they would say Fort Greely there,
I8guess. And then it would have the species that you were
ifiterested in. That might be one way to determine -- anyway,
£hen you could see the categories over on the right-hand column
dte no subsistence or they go ahead and identify yeah, these
dze bona fide (ph).

23

24 You see, so the only point I'm making here is I'm not
£2bying to get involved in the discussion between whether you
8bhould do something or not, but all I'm saying is -- just
2¥ying to shed some light on the process, the C&T process, you
Rfiow, how it would end up showing up in the regulations here,
28 that were to take place. And of course, that's different

BRan this rural determination thing that Bill was -- 1is
8%plaining.

32

33 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chairman.

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Bill.

36

37 MR. KNAUER: I might point out an example. On Page

328962 there in the document that you're looking at, about
B8lfway down the column, this is in GMU 26. As you find it,
#Hen go across to moose. If you go across to the right side,
gbu'll see it says Residents of GMU 26 (except the Prudhoe
Bay/Deadhorse industrial complex) and it continues, and
#8sidents of Point Hope and Anaktuvuk Pass. That is an example
6% how it might -- you know, the wording might be. It would
é6rtainly be a little bit more complex because of the wvarying
g6tuation of the military. But that's just an example.

47

48 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I guess 1is there any more
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discussion on that? I guess that's one problem -- one area
that we'll have to discuss further and see what kind of a
golution we can come up with. It seemed like it'd just be

Bewording the law, but it's not that easy; there's a process we
got to go through and to find out the easiest way to get the

8etermination. I hope we don't have to wait until the census,
the next census.

7

8 Is there any more discussion on that? We'll put that
8own as one of the areas that needs some attention. Does the
$fate (ph) have any other recommendation?

11

12 COURT REPORTER: Could you speak up?

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Well, any other ideas on this
&b suggestions?

16

17 MR. SIMON: Yeah. I got -- I still don't get clarified

®8 this through (ph) military people that now (ph) have a right
t® hunt and this (indiscernible) right here on federal lands
afild stuff. I might be military and I don't know (ph). But the
Péople -- I'm trying to get across to you guys that we can't
Rdke this cutting (ph) for these people till the next meeting,
A3ybe (ph). We'll have somebody from military that knows, that
24ves in there. I got kids and maybe (indiscernible) -- got
2&5ws and something like that. And there is people -- a lot of
Péople here that I have a right to say something about. We
32Ust can't make law. That what we're saying right today it's
g8ing to affect our next meeting or something like that, in
B9nutes (ph), you know. So we don't know where peoples live,

$6u know.

31

32 In other words that I'd like to clarify that I don't
®w3dnt to misunderstand you, because I've been asking a lot of
ddestions before I came here and stuff like that. So it's up
86 the Board or it's up to the people (indiscernible). What

$6u're saying right now, somebody is going to ask you what's
Gding on later on, not today, maybe next day. So it's up to us
88 decide what you're thinking about, you know.

39

40 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, moving onto something else. I
4dhess we've got some other concerns that we better start
ddentifying before the end of the day. Any other concerns from
4HBe Board or -- I guess some of the issues that we are
ééncerned about are up here on the sheets there. I guess one
645 the main concerns is we have a letter here that was passed
d6ound that some of you Board Members might have looked over.
47

48 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Do you need it back right away?
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MR. HUNTINGTON: ©No, not right away.

MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Can I finish reading?

gadwbdh -

MR. HUNTINGTON: I read it and I think understand the
©ssues. We'd like to recommend that this Board recommend to
fhe Secretary that we would like to have the federal lands --

8r federal navigable -- state navigable waters under the
9urisdiction of federal management. And that was from Doyon
dfid Tanana Chiefs. And I think it would be one of the -- I
think it should be one of our main goal, to try to get that
18sue recommended anyway. I think that's one of the issues
tBat we should -- we're going to have address sooner or later.
14

15 MR. GRAHAM: 1Is this basically the same thing that

M6. Yaska was talking about?

17

18 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, it's the same thing.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, what if we approached it in

dlslightly different way and said that we believe that the
28sidents of the Yukon and Kuskokwim River (ph) have a
£8aditional dependence on fall chum salmon and ask the Federal
@évernment to do what they can to assure that people have
2bntinued use of that as a subsistence resource or something,
adhd not make a statement about navigability or non-navigability
¥ -- I mean that's kind of a legal question that somebody else
28 going to settle. But we could identify that as a
28@bsistence species that those people are dependent on, and
whatever efforts is in the Federal Government probably (ph)
Bhey should act to make sure that they continue to do that.
B2cause we're supposed to make recommendations about the
B8sources and the use of those resources is where I see us.
Béuld that be a different way of approaching this?

35

36 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I think what he wants is a
fiified effort from everybody that's involved. Because on the
¥8kon, this is a real hot issue.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Right.

41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: And it's something that I think this
B3ard can make a difference, you know. I think this Board is

gét up to make recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior
éh our right to exist, subsist, you know, and that's being
4breatened right now. I'd like to see this Board recommend
#Hat the Feds take over on state waters to ensure that we have
éfough fish -- the rural residents have enough fish to survive.
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1 How does the other Board Members feel about that? You
Rnow, I know it's important in the Holy Cross region and we
depend a lot on fish. And you know, when you see the State cut
6ff the fish like they did, you know, it kind of leaves us in a
bind. And I see this Board as being one of the process -- or
6ne of the ways that we can address the problem. I think this
Board carries some weight. But we're just going to have to
Bind of work it out and come to some kind of a solution.

9

10 Is there any other .....

11

12 MR. SIMON: Yeah, I got a question here about the fish.
13 live on (indiscernible) River, I don't live on the Yukon
R4ver but (indiscernible) -- Yukon River. These people depend

oh fish for years, you know, we're subsistence hunters and
things like that. And these people, they got cut off, but it
d7n't right (ph) for Federal Government or State to do. And
18's something that our -- we came from around here, we live
dPound here. It's something that -- something down at Juneau
38 Washington didn't have the right to cut people off from
£ishing, that's subsistence, you know, fish and wildlife and
g82uff like that, you know. 'Cause I am speaking for a lot of
P8ople right now, 'cause like I say for Interior Secretary or
g84mebody, that a lot of peoples got cut off and a lot of people
@bn't eat fish this winter (ph). They said somebody
Z26ndiscernible) and they're selling it by pounds instead of
£ish. So you got 10 pound fish, you got 16 ounce for 10
PBunds, you know, things like that for (indiscernible) and
£8deral (ph). These people depend on those (ph). People who
dfbe living out at (indiscernible) -- stuff like that, those are
Bhe fish persons (ph), State. But it isn't right for like
32ndiscernible) and stuff like that and people that depend on
338nd. We've lived like that for years. I would say that -- I
wéuld speak for (indiscernible), I'd have to help them any way
E5could as far as their fishing is concerned. You know, it's
36r lifestyle, you know.

37

38 MS. DEMIENTOFF: Well, I'll speak for Holy Cross, you
Bfow. Traditionally, in Holy Cross, we fish from June until
AQgust every year. Okay. During the month of June, we catch
éhr king salmon. We do not fish fall chum -- or summer chum
B&cause we do not mix the chum salmon with the king salmon. If
¢3u catch any chums, you put them in the open catch (ph) where
géu don't mix them with your kings. So the only time we ever
46 after those fall chum is when our smokehouses are empty and
ébeaned out. We clean out smokehouse, and we got it all ready
4%¥or fishing, and then we got the big phone call; no fishing.
48
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We have 29 Elders that need that fish. Of those 29
Elders, I think three may have some fall chum in their home
2ight now. The other 26 are going to go begging. When the
State cut us off, they cut us off hard. Many of us don't have
jobs. Out of 140 able-bodied people living in my village, 35
people are employed. What's the rest going to do? How are
they going to feed their kids this winter? Those who have dogs
low have to go to the store and buy dog food. We never had to
Buy dog food. We always had the fish. You know, and we hung
ur fish, the good ones we ate, the ones that spoiled we fed to
o&Qr dogs.
11
12 So we were really hit hard when the State closed us
ddwn. Anvik, Grayling and Shageluk were hit the same way. We
tdlled Shag, well, we got some fish left over but just enough
f6r us. He couldn't sell us fish. We called Anvik looking for
foésh to feed the dogs, no, we don't have any fish. Anvik was
hdrd hit because they had two commercials this year, they
d8dn't get the chums like they usually do. Grayling, the same

way.

20

21 So when the State closed us, they hurt us badly, and I
@wAuld like to see the Federal Government come in and do
88mething to help us out. All this -- you know, in the past,

@wé've always had enough, but now we don't. And I prefer to see
£8deral management of our waters.

26

277 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Angela.

28

29 MS. DEMIENTOFF: You're welcome.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

32

33 MR. REAKOFF: Actually, I live way up ahead of the
Béyukuk River, and we don't get very many salmon. But we used
86 get chum salmon up there and now I -- we see kings but we
dén't see any more chums. The chums have been going down,

ddwn, down. We're the last place where those fish go, and I
38n still see the effect. And I agree with everybody here that
BRhe State -- I don't think that the managers are to blame so
#lch but the State's government has -- they've pushed the
dllocations down into False Pass where they have high chum
édtches, bi-catches and allow that interception to continue.
Bdople I know for years and years and years in Western Alaska
Hd4ve been screaming to reduce that chum cap down to where they
45 if they catch too many, that that's the end of it, and let
4he fish go up the river. But the State system has allowed the
dfiterception of those fish for years and years.

48
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And I agree with everybody here, that the Federal
Government would probably be more inclined to listen to the
20cal subsistence users inland than the State hierarchy down in
Juneau. The hierarchy down in Juneau doesn't -- turns a deaf
dar, I know because I've been hearing the people in rural
Blaska screaming for the fish. Rita Williams in Allakaket is
telling me last year that there's no fish there, and she's --
Fhe was really sad because these chum salmon were going
8ownhill.

9

10 And so I know that the fish have been going downhill.
Ilve heard the rural residents screaming to allow more fish to
&2 up the river. The State's turned a deaf ear to it. Again,
$8bsistence has gone wanting when other interests have won out.
14

15 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Jack.
16
17 MS. DEMIENTOFF: Another comment regarding the fish. I

kBow of a person who's working in the Anvik River that counts
f9sh. He gave me a figure at the end of the season of how many
£flsh went through the sonar, so he knew because he lived there
211l summer long. Fish & Game came to my house and tells me
@21l, only X number of fish came into the Anvik River. I said
A3, I talked to the guy who worked there all summer long,
g6u're 2,000 fish -- 200,000 fish off. You're trying to tell
A5 only 500,000 went to the Anvik to spawn, there was 750,000
Ap there. And then you cut us off on fishing. So I know

Pish & Game is cheating on some of the things they do. And

2Bey looked at me like you're -- you know, you don't know what
¥6u're saying.

30

31 But the reason I can be so sure of what I'm saying, the
gy who works in the Anvik River for the Department of Fish &
Gd8me is my brother, and my brother will not lie to me. 'Cause
Bé told me last year how much there was, and I -- and he's been
wbrking there three years so he knows what goes in and out of
Bbhere. So I know Fish & Game does not give us the right
3%atistics, that's a known fact.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: So I guess everybody pretty well
4§reed that we don't have much choice. I guess what we should

plish for is federal management on State waters to protect the
giibsistence use. And I'm all for that. And I think the State
B38s done a pretty poor job of taking care of the indigenous
péople.

45

46 So any other Board Members that doesn't agree with me
67 most of the Board? What I would like for this Board is to
#8commend federal management on state waters for subsistence,
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



85

and how to go about it is -- you know, it's up to the Board, I
Guess. Any ideas, any comments?

2

3 MR. JAMES: Are you suggesting then that you or someone

én the Council is going to move that a letter be drafted to
that effect and send it to the appropriate place?

7 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, that could be one way, yeah.

8

9 MR. JAMES: I'm just trying to keep track here so
I0.....

11

12 MR. HUNTINGTON: Also, maybe back up the letter that we
hdve in front of us on Doyon and Tanana Chiefs' proposal to let
the Feds take over management on State waters. Bill.

15

16 MR. KNAUER: Whatever action you take, whether it's a
hdtion for the -- for a federal takeover of fisheries and

h8vigable waters or a recommendation that the Secretary assure
d9subsistence resource such as Mr. Collins suggested. Whatever
%06u choose to do, remember this sheet that David indicated in
2hinking about supporting it by substantial evidence, couching
22 in terms that does recognize principles of the fish and
@R1dlife management and that would be protecting the
8d4bsistence needs. If you do those things, you will, as he
88id, stand a much better chance of success, no matter what you
a6 .

27

28 MR. SIMON: I have a question, Mr. Chairman. I don't
gfiite get it for actually for Federal to take State over, the
Bé8deral and State -- (indiscernible) State for Fish & Game, for

Béderal Wildlife (ph) and stuff like that. We're all still
3fder the same outfit in Washington, so what's the difference
B&8tween taking the rights of people. We're going to run
8émebody out of a job or something like that, whoever is
wbrking there. Coming right down to it (ph) somebody's going
86 lose a job here and there or something like that.

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: Bill, have you got .....
39
40 MR. KNAUER: Yeah. 1In response to Mr. Simon. Whether

#he Federal Government or the State Government manages the
g80ibsistence fishery resource, there would probably not be --
g3u know, I don't -- I can't say but there would probably not
Bbé a net loss of jobs. Currently, the laws of the country say
#bhat the state will manage the fishery in certain situations.
There are other laws, such as ANILCA, that say that on federal
43nds, the Federal Government will manage the fish and wildlife
#8sources to provide the subsistence priority.
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1 So, you know, there are laws that say who does what.
And whether or not we agree or disagree, we have to follow
Bhem. Now, where we can make -- where you folks can make

#ecommendations and have some chance of success are things that
belate to policy and some of the implementing regulations,
which is the area in which the Secretary is soliciting your
Input on all issues related to subsistence on federal lands.

8

9 MR. SIMON: In other words, excuse me, we take over
that but (ph) the State have a right to say something too. A
ldt of peoples employed by the State or Federal Government,
tBhere are a lot of State workers for Fish & Game and stuff like
tBat. These people under what we are saying right today, if we
thdke a law (indiscernible) or something like that, they're
&bing to come back to us and what's the reason.

16

17 MR. KNAUER: Just remember that whatever action you
t&ke here it is a recommendation to the Board -- to the Federal
$8bsistence Board and to the Secretary. It is not a final
dé8cision. And at that time that the Board and Secretary choose
2b deliberate, all parties, including the State of Alaska,
@fher parties throughout the State, will also have their
@pportunity to provide input.

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

26

27 MR. GRAHAM: Well, the way -- and I can't remember his
A8me, the way this man explained it, the Secretary of the
2Aterior is -- has this thing on his desk, and he's going to

BBke a determination whether navigable waters are under federal
Jhirisdiction or they're going to remain under state

3risdiction, am I right on that or -- that's what I thought I
B&ard him say.

34

35 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Um-hum.

36

37 MR. GRAHAM: He's got to meet (ph) sometime. So can't

®8 just recommend to Bruce Babbitt that navigable waters be put
3fder federal jurisdiction. Can we Jjust send that as a

#8commendation from us to him through the State -- or the .....
41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: Under federal jurisdiction?

43

44 MR. GRAHAM: Um-hum.

45

46 MR. HUNTINGTON: That's what I'm trying to get at
#dally, and we probably need a motion or something to that
éB8fect from you (ph), or discussion. It's an issue that is
49
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pretty important. I'd like to recommend to the Federal Board
br the Federal Council that, you know, this body (ph) that
Yeah, we'd recommend that the Feds manage the State waters.

3

4 MR. GRAHAM: And they'll pass it on to the Secretary of
the Interior.

6

7 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Um-hum. That's all we can do

8s recommend. So I guess we might as well keep going on, I
uess. What do you suggest (indiscernible)?

10

11 MR. COLLINS: There should be a motion or something,
$8me action regarding this, I think, if we want (ph) .....

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: Uh-huh. Okay. Well, I guess a motion
15 in order to recommend to the Board that we suggest that --
©6 you know, we recommend that federal management on State

wdters. Is there a motion on the floor?

18

19 MR. GRAHAM: Well, I do so move. It seems like we're
401 in agreement, and I will -- even though I don't live on the
¥hkon River.

22

23 MR. HUNTINGTON: TIt's been moved that we recommend to
2He Board that the federal management -- Federal agency take
d%er management on State waters. Is there a second?

26

27 MS. DEMIENTOFF: 1I'll second it, but could it be
A8vigable water rather than State.

29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. 1It's State navigable waters.
31

32 MS. DEMIENTOFEF: Okay.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: TIt's been moved and second that we

B&commend to the Board that the Federal take federal management
36 State navigable waters. All in favor signify by saying aye.
37

38 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.
39
40 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign. It's been

dpproved that we recommend to the Council, federal management
6% State navigable waters. And how we go about it is probably
4p to the staff.

44

45 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I suggest for the record
4bhat we also make a statement about why we are concerned about
4Hat; a summary such as Angela made or something. The fact
4Bat people are dependent on that resource and it's been
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declining. And it's a concern to the residents of our area
that that be managed in such a way to ensure its continued use
By subsistence users or something like that as to why we're
Making this motion, so it doesn't just go alone.

4

5 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, the letter is there that we have
6én front of us that pretty well state the problem.

7

8 MR. COLLINS: Then we should make that letter part of
ur official record .....

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think so.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: ..... or something, if you're using that.
14

15 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. I would recommend using that
létter and backing it a hundred percent.

17

18 MR. JAMES: I need to have something clarified here.

TBe motion that was passed unanimously was to recommend to the
BBard that federal management be extended to navigable waters
2fh Alaska. But now it sounds like it's something very
d2fferent, we're talking about a letter in support of another
28tter. So I've got to have that clarified for me so that I
Rdow what to do here and to follow-up on this.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: Could we use that letter to back up
dllr recommendation?

28

29 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Sure.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think it would be a little bit (ph)

8dsier to see than (ph) writing another letter to join that
R8tter.

34

35 MR. COLLINS: Okay. So the minutes would need to
Béflect, though, what letter you're referring to, you can't
3idst say that letter; you see what I mean, it's got to be
38cluded in the minutes or something. The letter from Doyon as
8% such and such a date or something like that.

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: On what page (ph)?

42

43 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I'm not sure where that is.
44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON: At the end of it (ph).

46

47 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Have you got that other page
48side here?
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1 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: One more page (indiscernible).
2

3 MR. COLLINS: The third page to that letter.

4

5 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: We -- only two got this far.
Here's one.

7

8 MR. KNAUER: No, that's the wrong .....

9

10 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: That's not the right one.

11

12 (Side comments)

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: The last page is missing.

15

16 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: It's probably around here
$@mewhere.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: It is a loose page.

20

21 (Indiscernible side comments)

22

23 COURT REPORTER: 1Is this on the record? 1It's hard to
Réar anything you're saying.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: After a little discussion here, I
2Hink it'll be in our benefit to recess for 10 minutes. I

bP8lieve we lost part of the letter here and why don't we recess
£6r 10 minutes.

30

31 (Off record)

32

33 (On record)

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. We'll get back to -- back on
Bbhe meeting here. I call the meeting back to order. We're

8%il1l1 on identification of regional issues. And during the
B8cess, we came up with some conclusions, maybe we should
B8&commend Dave James as the coordinator draft a letter stating
#hat we recommend jurisdiction on the federal management on
Advigable waters. And he could draft a letter and send it to
421 the Council Members for review, and if there's any changes,
4Bat we could probably discuss it then. I think that's
p#obably .....

45

46 MR. COLLINS: And who will the letter be to,

M¥. Chairman, that's to the Secretary of the Interior?

48
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MR. HUNTINGTON: This would be the Council,

Ilindiscernible) the Regional Council. Yeah, the Regional
ouncil.

3

4 MR. COLLINS: The Board -- the Federal Board?

5

6 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. The Federal Board. So I guess
Zhat's probably -- that's what we're going to do, I guess.
Bave.

9

10 MR. JAMES: To have that clarified for me, this -- in a

tdrryover from the discussion before the recess, you're talking
dbPout a letter that basically supported the position expressed

18 the letter from -- that George Yaska left with the Council,
14 that correct?

15

16 MR. HUNTINGTON: Correct.

17

18 MR. JAMES: Okay. So you want a letter that reaffirms
that this Council supports that point of view, and you want it
d8dressed to the Chair of the Board -- the Federal Subsistence

Bdard, not the Secretary? And the reason I ask this 'cause
PRat was discussed earlier, you want it to the Federal
38bsistence Board?

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Is there any more discussion on
2hat? I'd like to get onto some more of our concerns here.

27

28 MR. JAMES: One further question. When I have this
dgaft done, I will send it to all the Members, and then their
30mments will come back to me, then what does the Council wish?
3Come up with a final draft and send it back out or send it to
$2u or wait for the next meeting or what?

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: How does the Council feel they should
ds (ph)?

36

37 MR. SIMON: Well, I for myself, I know when the next
B8eting —-- where it's going to take place and I'll be -- I'm on

d9%one year term, so I don't know if I'll be there or not. But
Z0think it's right for us to give our attention (ph) to the
Aéxt -- whoever is coming up, you know. 'Cause if I'm -- for
dflother year or something like that, I'll bring something up
4Bere (ph). From what I learn here the last two days, I'll
BZ4ing it back up at the next meeting, you know, that's the way
4he meeting goes (ph) for reappointment or -- I don't know who
dppoints you or something. My term would be up so I'd like to
B& on the Board for another couple years, if possible,
48ndiscernible) guys right here (ph).
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1 MR. JAMES: And you are concerned that if we put this
3ff until the next meeting, it'll be too late as far as your
Rnvolvement .....

4

5 MR. SIMON: Right.

6

7 MR. JAMES: ..... is concerned, 1t'll be -- well, I can

8o it whenever, I'm just waiting for you to tell me.

9

10 MR. COLLINS: It might be the most expeditious if David
ditafts the letter, sends us the draft and we could write
t3mments or corrections, and then he could take those and
t38mpile that, and then send out a final for our review, and

then send it back in. If there's no additional changes -- if
thhght be time consuming but it'd probably get done before our
héxt -- in a pretty short period of time compared to next

F@bruary at the next meeting. And then, your final, if you
¢8uld sign it .....

19

20 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

21

22 MR. COLLINS: ..... when you send it in to them as the
¢Bairman. Would that .....

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: That sounds like a good suggestion
2here, you know.

27

28 MR. REAKOFF: That way, this would happen long before
£Be next meeting. It would be nice, since we're talking about
g8vigable waters, if we could get -- you know, I don't -- I'm

Bt sure about all of the legalities of the navigable waters,
Bt if we could get the Federal Board to recognize that there's
d3problem harvesting game on these navigable water systems in
BAis same letter, you know. Yeah, the fish are one problem but
dbso shooting a moose on the -- in the willows on the side of
Bbe river also falls under State land navigable waters, and
BHat's a subsistence issue also. And whether the Federal Board
38n do something about it or not, I don't know, but maybe we
3Bould point that out. Maybe they don't fully realize that
4hat's a pretty big problem for a lot of the subsistence users
4h the high flood plain areas, like the lower parts of some of
#Hese drainages. Well, it would be anywheres on a river, but
é3pecially in these high flood plain areas.

44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON: It sounds like that could be used as
gd6pporting evidence, you know.

47

48 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum. And I'm not sure how David would
49
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craft that into this letter.

1

2 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I think if we did get federal
Jurisdiction over navigable waters, then we wouldn't have the
problem shooting -- worrying about game above the high water
hark. It seems like it's pretty simple.

6

7 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum. Well, it would be nice.

8

9 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Even I can handle that.

10

11 MR. REAKOFF: It would be nice to point that out.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Uh-huh.

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: That there's a problem there.

16

17 MR. COLLINS: Except the two are -- the State would

$8i11 own the land under the river, and as soon as the water
18ft the sandbar, that's State land; that's the problem. I
gless if the moose would be standing in the water then it would
2ph) be above the high water mark maybe. But there's -- yeah,
PRere's still -- it gets pretty tricky. I guess one thing that
2Be Board could do would be to make sure that they spell out
@hat is mean high water. I mean say something to the hunters
86 that they know what to look for or something. I mean,
Péople are confused about where they can and can't shoot a
Rdose, what does that mean, you know. I don't know i1if you can
d&8fine that, but if you can, try to say something about it in
2Be Regs so people are even aware of .....

30
31 MR. SIMON: Excuse me, I'd like to -- Mr. Chairman, I'd
B2ke I have to point out one thing. It seems like we're lost

IBh) in just hunting, moose hunting and stuff like that and
Bdgh water mark. But as far as everyone of us there, which we
Ehve on the river, we should know, in fact the (ph) high water
mérk and stuff like that. As far as I'm concerned, that
®Hatever you live or whatever you do, there's a lot of peoples
dB8esn't know where's the high water mark, and a lot of people

d8es (ph).

40

41 MR. COLLINS: Right.

42

43 MR. SIMON: And in other words, like for here in
MéGrath, I've never been here. It's the first time I've been
Aére -- I've been here before but just the airport, kind of low
wéter around here (ph). Where is the high water mark around

Bdre? I don't even know if this place gets flooded.
48
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



93

MR. COLLINS: Yeah. It depends on what mean high water
is and I'm not sure what it is.

2

3 MR. SIMON: Yeah (indiscernible - interrupted).

4

5 MR. COLLINS: Floods -- this floods right here. We had
water (indiscernible - simultaneous speech) .....

7

8 MR. SIMON: Yeah (indiscernible - simultaneous speech)
Springtime.

10

11 MR. COLLINS: Right.

12

13 MR. SIMON: Flash flood (ph).

14

15 MR. COLLINS: There'll be water in here.

16

17 MR. SIMON: Yeah. So you can't even go by that because
18 depends what time of year and .....

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Right.

21

22 MR. SIMON: ..... and time you're hunting. Mostly,

@w8're talking about hunting moose, like right now, and you have
Phe water rise (indiscernible) .....

25

26 MR. COLLINS: Right.

27

28 MR. SIMON: ..... it's their nature (ph).

29

30 MR. COLLINS: But I don't think mean high is the flood

3§ it? What is the definition for mean high? It's not the
B200d, it's some other high, isn't it the normal high or
B8rmal .....

gé MR. YOKEL: Average.

gg UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Average.

gg MR. KNAUER: Mean high is the average high water. It's
A6t flooded high.

jé MR. COLLINS: 1It's between the highest and the lowest

4Ben, the average between the highest and lowest?

ié MR. JAMES: It would be between the highest and lowest.
is UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: The average high mark.
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MR. JAMES: The average is not always at mid-point, I
Guess is the contrast (ph).

2

3 MR. COLLINS: Right.

4

5 MR. SIMON: Am I understanding that -- I might

fiisunderstand but if you got a flat (ph) down here
Tindiscernible) or something like that, do you think it would
Be a flood (ph). So people that make these law right now in
fhe federal and down the state in Washington or something like
that, you're behind a dam. In other words, (indiscernible) a
b&aver dam or .....

%g MR. COLLINS: Right.

%é MR. SIMON: ..... a waterfall or something like that.
I6's not manmade, it's just nature, you know.

%; MR. COLLINS: Right.

%8 MR. SIMON: You guys are talking about two different

Phings, high water mark and low water mark. Nobody knows
@wRat's going on.

23

24 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, maybe until we get a real
définition of what a high water mark is, maybe we should just
Rond of let the issue -- kind of leave it alone, I guess for
Adw.

28

29 MR. COLLINS: Well, I guess what we would be doing at
86me point here is pointing out that that -- to the Federal
Bdard that that's a concern.

32

33 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. In the same letter?

34

35 MR. COLLINS: I don't know if it's in that, maybe it's
A6t appropriate in the letter.

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Although, what Jack -- you were

gliggesting that somehow that how be mentioned in the letter,
agd .....

43

44 MR. REAKOFF: I don't know, maybe it's not appropriate
4bight now, maybe in a separate .....

46

47 MR. COLLINS: We could list it as one of our concerns.

4¥e were identifying concerns, we could list it as one of
49
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those.

1

2 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Um-hum. I think that would be
8 good supporting evidence. So maybe when you draft the

detter, you can use that as some of the supporting facts, the
high water mark. Did I state that correctly?

6

7 COURT REPORTER: Please speak up.

8

9 MR. JAMES: I might need some more help on that one. I
gfless -- I want to make sure I understand what your intention's
hére. I think there's confusion now, or uncertainty, about
¥Bether management authority over navigable waters, while that
¥3rks for fish may not work for land animals. Is -- that's
bkay (ph). Because even though you might get management

dbthority over fish through the middle of a refuge, for
iAstance, you may still not on solid ground, no matter what the
wdter level is, because that still belongs to the State.

18

19 I'm so totally confused now, I -- you know, I've got to
gét that straight before -- if I try to address that in a
2étter, I'm going to have to make sure I have it Jjust right.

33 there's some confusion in my mind what exactly you want by

28cluding -- I'm okay up to the point of where we were before
Phe notion of the problems that high -- that the navigable
w&ters create for the hunting of wildlife. I was okay up to
2he point of fisheries. So .....

27

28 MR. REAKOFF: Maybe we better just exclude that whole
g8@bject and deal with it as a separate issue.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: And I think we should .....

32

33 MR. REAKOFF: 1If we're dealing with fish in the water,

34d the Feds can deal with that, but they can't deal with the
3&nd under the water, to the mean high water mark, then maybe
®#6 ought to just stick with the water and wait for the courts
3% somebody to decide what this -- what's going to happen with
BBe State land thing and the mean high water mark. But it is a
PPoblem that the Board, I feel, should know about, but maybe we
ghouldn't (ph) tell them about it this spring.

41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have a question in the back.

43

44 MR. YOKEL: I may be off base but it seems to me that

45 you mention management of subsistence resources in navigable
wéters, you include fish, moose, trees, whatever's growing
#Hhere; I mean, whether it's underwater at the time or not.
88ate land is defined by mean high water in navigable waters
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but you're talking about the subsistence resources that are
there, and it doesn't matter if they're above water at the time

2indiscernible) .
3
4 MR. REAKOFF: But that might be an appropriate wording

%s to utilize subsistence resources in navigable waters, and
then that will include terrestrial and aquatic resources.

Me'll be —-- kind of be alluding to both. So using subsistence
Besources in navigable waters might be a correct term.

9

10 MR. SIMON: Mr. Chairman, I want to clarify this. You
&d fishing down (indiscernible) on Bristol Bay, you're at
W2seman because (indiscernible) hike up there and fishing. You
ddn't fish up there, right?

14

15 MR. REAKOFF: On Wiseman?

16

17 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

18

19 MR. REAKOFF: There's not too many fish.

20

21 MR. SIMON: Well, you're talking fishing, navigation of
PRe water, right. But right now, you know, for your opinion,
28ause you're in two different categories like (ph). You know

Y4u go fishing down Bristol Bay, and you go up north and you
2hve up there year-round. And as far as this water right and
g6uff like that, you don't get that much water up there, you're
27 the mountains (indiscernible) Koyukuk River, right? You
RBow, you're a sheep hunter, caribou.

29

30 MR. REAKOFF': Yeah.

31

32 MR. SIMON: I think, you know, you're on Unit 21
d3most, Anaktuvuk.

34

35 MR. REAKOFF': 24.

36

37 MR. SIMON: Well, it's up for (ph) 24 but then for a
38t of peoples there -- I know there's people down this way.

B8t we're talking about right now, you know, what's going on,
#0r your opinion, you know. You're in two different states
4ph) right now.

42

43 MR. REAKOFF: Well, what happens down river affects
where I'm at, 'cause there are salmon that come to where I
45ve, and those salmon die in the water, and their eggs and so
#6rth -- the grayling and things live from Nome (ph). You
klow, so what happens down river even affects me way up there,
4Bat's .....
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1 MR. SIMON: Well, you might see one king salmon out of
320,000 down river, 1 out 30,000.

3

4 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah, but I mean .....

5

6 MR. SIMON: I mean, you're new right (ph). But you
Rnow, these people down there is now (ph) what you're talking
8bout, you know. But you're making this is -- that we're

Balking about subsistence, yeah. With 30,000 (ph) down --
I9ndiscernible) Kuskokwim or wherever you fish, you get 30,000

fish and you go up here you get one fish in one year. So
¥3u're a long ways from the fish down here and up here. It
tdkes four years to go up the river or seven years, something
ldke that. (Indiscernible) fish before you now it or exact
hdose (indiscernible) .....

16

17 MR. REAKOFEF: Um-hum.

18

19 MR. SIMON: ..... to clarify that. I just want to make

d0point of you (ph) that people don't understand what we're
Palking about, you know. And you're on the highway
422ndiscernible) a moose, you know, (indiscernible) -- you can
g3 down the other way, fish down the other way maybe.

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, maybe we should delete the high
Wéter issue on this. It's something that's getting pretty
2dmplicated here. I guess it's up to what the Board feels,
8Bould we delete it or leave it in there or what?

29

30 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I think under our topic
Bdncerns, we should list it as a concern that we've identified
BY maybe not get involved with a letter right now.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay, yeah. I think that's a good
}8ea there. It is a concern, so maybe we'll just list it as a
@6ncern, after we get this letter here finalized as to what
®&é're going to do on it or include (ph).

38

39 Is it pretty clear now that .....

40

41 MR. JAMES: Yeah, I'm fine, I'm set. Thank you.

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Well, we'll just -- I guess

44's pretty well unanimous that we draft a letter and have it
gént to the Board for review and to have the Board make any
ébanges and send it back to Dave, the coordinator here, and
d7aft up a final on it and send it back to us, huh?

48
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MR. JAMES: Right. That's what I'll do.

1
2 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Okay. Well, I guess there's no
8ther questions on that. We'll move onto our more —-- other

éoncerns. And one of the concerns here is the high water mark.
51 guess we'll just state that is one of our concerns here and
we'll try to keep the meeting going. That is a concern and --
you know, well, as long as it's stated down, I guess it's --

®e'll just -- we can keep going, I guess, huh?
9
10 MR. JAMES: Um-hum. Yeah. I maybe can clarify that,

that and the two or three other main concerns that have been
dZscussed here today. As I understand it, the Council wants to
h3ke sure those are placed on the agenda for the next meeting,

14 that my -- that's my understanding.

15

16 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Um-hum.

17

18 MR. JAMES: Okay. All right.

19

20 MR. HUNTINGTON: There's -- is there three issues so
Par?

22

23 MR. JAMES: I lost count, but that sounds about right.
24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Three or four issues. Is there any

mére concerns, regional concerns, issues that we should
2dentify for our next meeting?

28

29 MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: Phil.

32

33 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. I have a regional concern that I
want to make sure -- but I think it was explained to you people
$6sterday, and to me also when I got here late, that -- and
Bbhat's around Lime Village. So up till now we've been -- well,
@ider the current regulations, the Village is allowed a quota
88 40 moose. And since the State has -- there used to be quite

39%pit of federal land around Lime Village, and now the State
BAfs selected some of that land, so there's not as much federal
43nds. This is putting it in my own words. And so we should
42 I guess we're not going to be allowed the 40 moose on
#8deral land any more.

44

45 We're -- and talking to the biologist today, he says it
héy be cut to 10. This is the first I'd heard about it. And I
#Hink he's going to submit a proposal that will cut down our
¥81lage moose quota from 40 maybe down to 10, and this is going
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to be a shock to Lime Village residents. And so I'm thinking
that at our next meeting, i1if this propo- -- if he does submit
Phis proposal, that we could discuss it, and I just wanted you
3811 to be aware about this. And I'm going to spread the word
4n Lime when I get back.

Z MR. HUNTINGTON: Sharon.

g MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Yes. 1I'd like to ask Phillip how
Bany residents are there in Lime Village.

%2 MR. GRAHAM: Forty-two.

%g MR. HUNTINGTON: We have a question back here.

%é MR. KOVACH: Mr. Chairman, if I might kind of elaborate

da6little bit on the Lime Village situation there. The Federal
Bdard established a community bag limit of 40 moose about two
08 three years ago, I believe. And what has happened since the
d8vent of State lands selections is that the land base that
26ntains moose habitat has shrunk dramatically now.

21

22 And what Jeff Denton was trying to explain to Mr.
@Baham, I believe, i1s that there is so little moose habitat
2émaining on federal public lands in the vicinity of Lime
¥51llage that in order to maintain a healthy population of
Réose, which is one of our legal mandates, is that we only --
WHat Jeff's assessment of the situation is is that the habitat
4a8d the population that is supported by that habitat that is on
£8deral public lands is a reasonable allotment of moose may
3fly be 10 animals in .....

31

32 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah, that's what he said to me.

33

34 MR. KOVACH: Right. So it's not so much as like, you

Bhow, the moose population hasn't shrunk so much, it's just
Bbhat the land base where there's federal public lands has
S8Hrunk so much that the number of moose is going to be
8Brinking down. But again, it all hinges back to this
B@intenance of healthy populations. If there is so little --
80 few moose left on federal public lands that if you still
dllow a quota of 40 to come off of federal public lands, we
wduld be then placed in a situation where we would no longer be
é83suring a healthy population of moose on federal public lands.
480 that's where this shrinking number is coming from.

45

46 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, but I think you'd have to
édnsider there that those moose don't know where the boundaries
48e. And if you took every moose off the federal land, if it's
49
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just a small one, a moose 1s going to move over the boundary if
there's a lot of food there. So .....

2

3 MR. KOVACH: Right. Exactly.

4

5 MR. COLLINS: ..... in setting the quota, you wouldn't

et it just based on what's left on federal land, I think you'd
Have to look at adjacent land .....

8

9 MR. KOVACH: Well, yeah, exactly. As I explained to
¥6u yesterday .....

11

12 MR. COLLINS: ..... to some extent.

13

14 MR. KOVACH: ..... what we do when we first look at a

pbpulation, we look at the whole population, irregardless of
where it's living.

17

18 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

19

20 MR. KOVACH: You know, we don't care whose land it's

8tepping on. And then we have to back off 'cause the law says
A federal public lands, you have to maintain healthy
PB8pulations. So then, we look at how man- -- you know, how
mdch habitat is on federal public lands, what kind of a
Bbpulation is that habitat supporting, things like that.

26

27 You know, if there is 60 moose on federal public lands
B8 the average year-round, we could not biologically support a
BR8rvest quota of 40, you know, two-thirds of that, because then
Bhe remaining population using federal public lands would not
B& considered a healthy population; irregardless of the other
BHRings. It's just the way the law is written right now.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Sharon.

gg MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I have a question. You said the
f&deral public land base shrunk.

gg MR. KOVACH: Right.

jg MS. GUTLER-STRICK: So, therefore, when we were talking

dPout 40 moose, we were talking about 40 moose that used to
#8side on federal land but then federal land was taken away and
#épossessed, okay. So —-- but the moose are .....

45

46 MR. KOVACH: I like that word.

47

48 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: But then we have -- so what you're
49
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saying is from the federal lands that are now -- from the lands
that are now designated as federal lands, 10 moose can be
Paken, but they could still get 30 moose from the remaining
Bands?

4

5 MR. KOVACH: Not under the Federal Regulations.

6

7 MR. GRAHAM: No.

8

9 MR. KOVACH: No.

10

11 MR. GRAHAM: Unh-unh.

12

13 MR. KOVACH: ©Under the Federal Regulations, that's one

0% the things that Jeff is still working on; he's still trying
t6 figure out what is the maximum allowable number of moose
that can be taken from federal public lands and not Jjeopardize
tHe health of the average number of moose utilizing those
18nds. I wish Roger were still here as I don't recall the
$8ate Regulations for the Lime Village area. Didn't they go to
d0registration tag or something a lot like that or .....

21

22 MR. GRAHAM: It's a Tier II.

5131 MR. KOVACH: Tier II tag.

556) UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Tier II.

g; MR. GRAHAM: Twenty-eight moose. Well, you know,

PBere's 14 Tier II hunters, I think 12 of them from Lime, .....
30

31 MR. KOVACH: Um-hum.

32

33 MR. GRAHAM: ..... are allowed two moose each.

34

35 MR. KOVACH: Okay. You're right. So 28. And then if

3éff determines it's 10, that gives you 38, so that's down two
B@dose from the old level of 40 is what that would be. But

BHat's -- I just wanted to kind of try and clarify this issue a
E9ttle bit for the Council because it's a real complicated
48sue. State land selections or repossessions or however you

want to call it is making our lives difficult in trying to
f#2gure all this stuff out and whatnot.

43
44 MR. JAMES: I think maybe from what I'm hearing here,
haybe some of the Council Members want some clarification. I

#hink what they're looking for is assurance that it's not just
d7cut and dried formula; that if the land base shrinks by, you
¥f8ow, 50%, therefore your quota automatically shrinks by 50%.
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I think most biological analyses are much more inclusive, they
include other considerations. Like -- and you were alluding
2hat, too, Ray.

3

4 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

5

6 MR. KOVACH: Right.

7

8 MR. JAMES: You know, 1it's not Jjust strictly a numbers
ame.

10

11 MR. KOVACH: Exactly.

12

13 MR. JAMES: They try to incorporate all of the .....
14

15 MR. KOVACH: Right. 'Cause what we're looking at 1is

wé're looking at what habitat is remaining on federal public
ldnds, what's the quality of that habitat, what's the density
®8 moose in that habitat; you know, there's just -- you know,
there's a lot of variables going into that. That's one of the
?28asons why BLM is spending a tremendous amount of time
2éstratifying that area trying to get an accurate picture of
@whRat the current moose densities are and things like that, to
23y and determine what the appropriate value is for moose. And
24.....

25

26 MR. COLLINS: I guess i1f I were suggesting you took 15
mdose out of the 60, you might come back the next year and find
¥8u still have 60 moose, .....

29

30 MR. KOVACH: Exactly.

31

32 MR. COLLINS: ..... if it's a healthy population on
ddjacent lands, 'cause they'll .....

34

35 MR. KOVACH: Right. Because of the dynamics of
dhimals .....

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Right.

39

40 MR. KOVACH: ..... and they don't care where the line
4% going across the tundra or through the willows or whatever.
4Pxactly. It's just -- but until we learn more about how moose
g§Pecifically use a parcel of land -- and again, this is where

M#. Graham and people in Lime Village could help us out
4bemendously is if they can help us in telling us how they move
g6éasonally through the areas and things like that, if they do.
43ome moose do, some moose don't. That can help us out a lot,
480, in trying to figure out the best allocation of the
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resource base out there.

1

2 MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. What -- you call it poor moose
Babitat, maybe it is, but people in Lime don't see a shortage
6f moose in that area.

5

6 MR. KOVACH: Right. Poor is a relative term. Poor in
7felation to what, you know.

8

9 MR. GRAHAM: Uh-huh.

10

11 MR. KOVACH: You know, and in comparison to the Koyukuk

R2ver and Three Day Slough, it may be really lousy in
td8mparison to that, you know, but that's one of the highest
dlénsities of moose that are found in the State, too. So you
khow, poor and moderate and high are all relative terms and
whatnot. So that's why we try and avoid those terms and try
afnd use numbers, if at all possible; you know, numbers of moose
P8r square mile or whatever it may be.

19

20 Anything else that I can help with?

21

22 MR. SIMON: Yeah, I got a question for you.

23

24 MR. KOVACH: Yes.

25

26 MR. SIMON: Talking about this -- now, you're talking
abut 40 moose or something like that for two moose a year,
28ght?

29

30 MR. GRAHAM: The Federal Regulations allowed the
¥illlage 40 moose total.

32

33 MR. SIMON: For 12 peoples?

34

35 MR. GRAHAM: For 40 people.

36

37 MR. SIMON: Okay. But anyway, talk about Three Day

38ough and Koyukuk River, you might have 2 or 300 moose but you
gét 4 or 500 people. Population between Koyukuk, Huslia,
4flndiscernible), Allakaket there might be a thousand people,
gdu know. The people come around there and go hunting and
g2uff like that, there's another thousand, you know. We don't
48t the reports of what's going on. There's a lot of moose
d4ound there, but in a few years, it'll be like up around Ruby
4ph) usually hardly any moose or around Fairbanks, Minto, you
46e a lot of moose, you know. So you can't have
4indiscernible) moose right today, it's -- no matter what you
48t. Believe me (ph) it's kind of wrong to do, we've got a lot
49
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of moose. And somebody will say that was -- you hear it from
$omebody at the meeting well, okay, Huslia's got all the moose.
2Well, why don't we go there and get moose or (indiscernible).
3It'd be kind of wrong for us to say something like that, you
know. Everybody know what's going on, no matter where you
bive, you know.

6

7 So I don't know. I don't know how many moose have been
Billed as of right now on the Koyukuk River alone all the way
fp to the east, there's Wiseman, Haul Road. You're speaking of
¥Our little village there, and you can't see that you're short
of moose until the time in the future when your kids or your
&Zandchildren or whatever, you'll be out of moose.

13

14 MR. GRAHAM: Well, that's -- they're not out of moose
¥8t. I mean, it doesn't seem like there has been a drop in the
hember of moose. It seems people in Lime say that there has
b&en an increase in the number of moose.

18

19 MR. SIMON: Well, that's good.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: Any more questions? I think we'll

Rdve that as one of our concerns for regional issues, put it on
8r agenda for next meeting.

24

25 MR. JAMES: Um-hum.

26

27 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, is there any more regional
28ncerns, issues for the next meeting, before we get into the
28st of the agenda here. We've got -- I think we're supposed
86 have dinner in about 20 minutes. Then, I guess we got at

R&ast a half hour of business right here to take care of before
w2 recess till 7:00. And then at 7:00 we have public comment.
33

34 MR. JAMES: Yes. If anybody shows up .....

35

36 MR. HUNTINGTON: If anybody shows up. We'll have
B3 .....

38

39 MR. JAMES: ..... and wishes to give testimony.

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: We'll have to come back for --
#2convene at 7:00. So hearing no other issues for the next

#h8eting, I guess we can go on with our agenda here, and that's
Bévelopment of Regulations, Proposals. And I guess Dave James
H8s some information on that.

46

47 MR. JAMES: Section 5 in your binders has two things.
THe larger document is the proposed rule that's already been
49
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mentioned, okay. The sheet that's just ahead of it is a
fummary sheet. Now, the proposed rule itself, as you may
2ecall from our discussion yesterday, is for the most part the
8xisting regulations; the ones that are in effect right now for
wildlife. Okay. So that's the basis for the proposed
begulations which will go into effect next year.

6

7 Okay. Now, there are a few minor changes to it, and
Bome not so minor but pretty straightforward. And that's what
Bhis summary sheet tells you. It just tells you what's
dfifferent in this proposed rule than what is existing in this
fight now, you know; that's what it's all about. And it's my
hAderstanding that most of these changes are fairly minor, and
tBey of a housekeeping nature; you know, to clean up a few
things, make it more understandable and that sort of thing.

15

16 But what we could do is quickly go through them, if you
désire, and we'll get a few comments here. Bill has some
kBowledge of some of them and Steve can help us, too. And I
t8ally -- I don't anticipate that this will generate a lot of
dfiscussion at this point, but you know, we can go ahead and get
8tarted, if you like.

22

23 Okay. The first is deletion of the
définition/classification for fur animal. And Steve, could you
R&ybe help us out with that one, just a sentence or two
P6obably would suffice?

27

28 MR. KOVACH: Basically, what it is is there's a group
28 fur bearers that have a dual classification of big game as
®#811 as fur bearer. And what we're trying to do is clean up

Bhe regulations and eliminate that dual classification. So
82ther you take -- you have a hunting license and you can take
BBese critters -- this list of critters, or you have a trapping

Bdcense and you can take this list of critters. We're just
Bbying to clean up the regulations and eliminate a category
Bbhat caused a lot of confusion and so on.

37
38 I believe the animals with dual status were wolf and
®8lverine. I think there was a third one but I don't remember

401 of a sudden. But the wolf and wolverine, in particular,
wére two of our problem species, because there was specific
BAfnting for wolves and wolverines as well as very specific
#B8apping things for them. There is -- you can take foxes and
d4¢nx and things like that with a hunting license, but there was
4his special category that the State has that was causing a lot
é6 problems for us.

47

48 MR. KNAUER: Yeah.

49
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1 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Excuse me.
2
3 MR. KNAUER: This category of fur animal under the

8tate program said that you could take those fur species, they
Gsed the term fur animal, when you were taking those species
with a hunting license. They used the term fur bearer when you
Were taking those same species with a fur trapping license.

Bhe seasons and the bag limits and the species and the methods
Bave not changed in here, we have just said that these are the
t@itters, here are the same seasons if you take them with a
hiinting license and here are the seasons if you take them with

d2trapping license. So we've just removed the confusion of the
t8rminology.

14

15 MR. KOVACH: Um-hum. This kind of falls along with --

16 you remember, with last year there was a proposal before the
Bdard to eliminate the terms big game, small game, things like
tBis. This was kind of a follow onto (ph) those changes
d8opted by the Board. In the regulations, we no longer refer
26 animal groupings as big game animals or small game animals
@t things like that.

22

23 MR. SIMON: Yeah. I got a question. You just said
8émething about license, hunting and trapping license, they're
Phe same thing aren't -- or last year was saying (ph) we get
£he hunting li- -- trapping license in September and the
Rinting license after January. So you are saying that they're
@8od after January of 1994, get a new one, then you could (ph)
2Papping license in September and it's good till '94 in
38ptember. And you are saying that the same license is good
Bbr year-round?

32

33 MR. JAMES: I don't think this regulation will change
BBe licensing requirement.

35

36 MR. KNAUER: It doesn't change anything relative to the
Bicenses.

38

39 MR. JAMES: The license stays the same.

40

41 MR. SIMON: Yeah. But what I'm getting at is I've got

#%o license, hunting and trapping from January, '94 or
88ptember, like right now, till next year for trapping. Well,
Wwho's trapping in the summertime? Nobody's trapping. I think
48's backwards. As far as hunting, you should have hunting

#6om like say November to April, then the trapping from -- you
¥fow, hunting, you know, you .....

48
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MR. JAMES: I hear you. I've heard that .....

1

2 MR. SIMON: ..... (indiscernible) backwards, you know.
3

4 MR. JAMES: ..... over the years over and over and
bver, see. But that's -- for what's going on here, that -- I'm
ure you understand that's a separate issue, .....

7

8 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

9

10 MR. JAMES: ..... you know, from this. And but this

dldesn't make any of that different, you know, that stays the
$dme even if it doesn't make sense, I guess is what I was
t3ying to say.

14

15 MR. SIMON: Yeah, that's what I'm saying.

16

17 MR. JAMES: Yeah.

18

19 MR. SIMON: But you pay $40.00 for a license right now.
20f you make so much -- you know, I work year-round so I make

8d much money. And where it used to be $.25 for a license for
d2sabled, I was (ph) in the hospital last year. I spent
28,000.00 in the hospital, and I don't get $.25 license. I

Méan that would interfere with -- you know, that's my business,
26u know. I don't know. Things like that should be understood
admong us, you know, we're people that under- -- don't
Aflderstand what the regulations are.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Frank.

30

31 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

32

33 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Well, is there any more on this
B4r animal .....

35

36 MR. KOVACH: I hope not.

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: ..... classification? I think it's

PPetty well understood. And the next one on the list is .....
40

41 MR. JAMES: New definitions of designated hunter,
B3rvestment (ph) and hunting marmot, ram and trapping. It's my
d4B3derstanding that this -- these don't change any regulations.
44

45 MR. KNAUER: That is true.

46

477 MR. JAMES: That basically -- maybe you could elaborate
#Ben?
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1 MR. KNAUER: That is correct. ©No regulations are
2hanged. It was just determined that we didn't have a
definition in here, and some people felt we needed a definition
for clarification. So these new definitions have been added,
but like I said, there have been no regulatory changes in that
6egard.

7

8 MR. COLLINS: Where are the definitions, though? I
wouldn't want to support that without seeing the definition
bé8cause maybe we don't agree with the definitions.

11

12 MR. KNAUER: The definitions would be found on --
$8arting on Page 46680, and they run through about midway on
14681.

15

16 MR. COLLINS: That's in the Federal Register?

17

18 MR. KNAUER: And this is in the Federal Register but
i8's —— ...,

20

21 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: 46680.

22

23 MR. KNAUER: ..... it is the Federal Register that is
ddted September 2, 1993.

25

26 MR. COLLINS: I see, we got two.

27

28 (Side conversations, simultaneous speech)

29

30 (Off record)

31

32 (On record)

33

34 MR. JAMES: The proposals that are -- the changes that

®&'re talking about right now, you know, you do have the
8pportunity of the February meeting to still make comment on
BHem, too.

38

39 MR. COLLINS: Okay.

40

41 MR. JAMES: You know, so it's —-- the deadline is not
£3r this meeting.

43

44 MR. COLLINS: Okay.

45

46 MR. KNAUER: Go on? Okay. The next section is the

ddéletion of fish and shellfish taking regulations. David has
#w8ntioned that before. That is a result of the splitting of
49
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the regulations, instead of having just one that addresses fish
dnd shellfish and wildlife, they have taken out the fish and
8hellfish and put it on a calendar -- are intending to put it
8n a calendar year cycle, January 1 to December 31, because it
doesn't make sense to change those regulations in the middle of
& fishing season. So that's what that is. That's why this one
that you're looking at only addresses wildlife.

7

8 The next two modified methods and means restrictions
8ssociated with the taking of wildlife by hunting and trapping
dfild modified unit tables is just a rearrangement and
tlarification of the regulations that exist. It does not
tBhange any that were in place before, but it rearranges them in
f3rmat hopefully to make it a little clearer to the user.

14

15 The next one is an addition. It says: Restriction on
the use of hooks to take wildlife. And that relates -- that is
1# trapping and there was concern that hooks or baited hooks
#%8uld be used to take, for example, wolves or wolverine, and
tBere was concern that this would be a rather wasteful and non-
dfiscriminatory method of taking wildlife.

21

22 The next one, it says: Deletion of same day airborne
?28gulations for taking of fur bearers. That is a little bit of
d4miswording because, although, it deletes some of the
26gulation, what it does, it actually deletes some of the
dpportunity for same day airborne. It makes it more -- it
mdkes the same day airborne situation more restrictive. And
£Bis is intended to protect certain species that would be
88bject to harassment and over-harvest through the use of
dflrplanes and is viewed as being more protective of the
8ilibsistence resource.

32

33 MR. COLLINS: Which specie- -- wolf, I assume, 1is one
3% those, i1s there others? How does that affect somebody
Bhying out to a trap line checking his traps, that means that
Bé can't take certain ones out of there if he's been in the air
BHat day or .....

38

39 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Only the person hunting.

40

41 MR. KNAUER: Yeah. I believe it only refers to hunt,
A3t to the trapping situation.

43

44 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I thought fur bearers meant hunt --
wéant trapping.

46

477 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yeah, it says certain fur bearers.
48
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MR. KNAUER: Under the State program it does, but

temem- -- but under ours, everything that -- all the furred
2ritters will .....

3

4 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: So you won't (ph) change it to fur
bearers?

6

7 MR. KNAUER: We will not be referring to fur animals

8nd fur bearers, just fur bearers, I think, right?
9

10 MR. KOVACH: Didn't we eliminate the term fur bearer as
&1l (indiscernible - away from microphone) .....

12

13 MR. KNAUER: No, we didn't. No, we did not. We left
the term fur bearer in.

15

1o UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Fur bearer includes all .....

17

18 MR. KNAUER: Yeah. Fur bearer includes beaver, coyote,

dPctic fox, red fox, lynx, martin, mink, weasel, muskrat, river
fiter, red squirrel, flying squirrel, ground squirrel, marmot,
wdlf or wolverine.

22

23 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: So in trapping, you would call them
£4r bearers or you're going to call them fur bearers whether
¥6u hunt them or trap them?

26

27 MR. KNAUER: Those animals that I just mentioned, .....
28

29 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Okay.

30

31 MR. KNAUER: ..... we'll call them fur bearers no
Batter what method is being -- is used to take them.

33

34 MR. SIMON: What do you mean by -- you know, I see a
26t of guys hunting with airplanes and stuff like that, but
gatil you -- I got one (ph) (indiscernible). I was born and
Bdised out in camp. I'm a trapper. And nowadays, you got snow

B&chines, you got airplanes, you got competition. Where you
38ed to make a living out on a trap line, you'll be lucky if
¢6u pay for the gas to go out that weekend or something like
#hat. And fur bearers, as far as I'm concerned, you got only a
é2rtain place where your forefathers and people been living all
4HBese years, centuries, price is low and takes are high and
g4uff like that. But there's people be landing here and kill
#bhe wolf or wolverine. But you have the jurisdiction over
#hat, as far as the fur bearers are concerned, you know. I
4{ist know you don't count (ph) ducks in September or November,
g8uff like that.
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1 MR. KNAUER: I'm not sure I understood what you were
8aying.

3

4 MR. SIMON: Yeah. You know, I'm a trapper but it

8oesn't sound right to me when you say you can do this and
that, it shouldn't (ph) be airborne and stuff like that. But
Just some of these people got airplanes and maybe I walk for 14
Bours and they'd be there in five minutes.

9

10 MR. KNAUER: What we're saying is this is removing some
of the opportunity to use an airplane.

12

13 MR. SIMON: 1If I had an airplane, you know, I'd rather
&é with the airplane than walk, or snow machine.

15

16 MR. KNAUER: Well, this Council will have the

bPportunity to comment on that in their February meeting and
@éfiter into discussion.

19

20 The last one there is, again, a wording change,
Wherever it was appropriate before for bull moose, it now talks
dbout antlered bull. It is just a change in wording again in
£Be regulations.

24

25 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Do they say in any of these changes
£he reasons why, have they made justification?

27

28 MR. KNAUER: TIf you read, there is a little bit in the
PPeamble on Page 46678, I'll let you read it yourself. You
w1l see in the middle column there are those -- essentially,

Bhe dots that I have just gone through, and then about the
£3llowing two or three paragraphs, it talks about some of the
B8asons why these were done. And I'll let you read those on
$4éur own because we are running a little short on time right
Bow.

36

37 MR. HUNTINGTON: Dave.

38

39 MR. JAMES: A question for Steve. Other proposals, by
#Be time the -- at some point later on in the process, there

#wlll be an analysis of those proposals weighed (ph) in the
dstification form. Can we expect the same for these changes,
43ter will there be an explanation? So what is in the summary
44 the beginning of this, essentially, is it?

45

46 MR. KOVACH: Right.

47

48 MR. JAMES: Okay.
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1 MR. KNAUER: I can clarify that by the fact that
Aormally the proposals that received analysis are those that
8re substantial proposals. If they are mainly of an

Administrative or wording clarification nature, they do not go
Bhrough an analysis process, but they are identified as such,
énd that's primarily what you have here.

7

8 MR. REAKOFF: This antlered bull that's to alleviate
Bhe taking of calves, bull calves?

10

11 MR. KOVACH: The antlered bull change was a point for
t2arification. There was some certain hunts, and I don't
t8member if any of them were within this region or not, but
there were certain hunts that there was a separate -- there was
¥6u can take any moose during this period but only -- and this
pb6evious period you could only take a bull moose, and there was
d71lot of confusion. So to try and clarify the confusion of all

tBose hunts that occur basically prior to the middle of
D&cember, we changed the definitions to antlered moose and
dfitlerless moose. Right -- you know, we kind of recognized it
24ries from area to area within the state, but generally the
n2ddle of December is when most of the antler drop from moose
@3curs. And so we just kind of -- we looked at a lot of those
Zégulations and tried to clean them all up 'cause there was
886me hunts that said antlered moose, some hunts that said bull
méose, and so we're just trying to get the wording consistent
PAroughout the state is what we're trying to do is all with
2Hat (ph).

29

30 If the hunts were limited to bull moose after the
Biddle of December, we left it at bull moose, recognizing the
f2ct that most experienced hunters can tell a bull moose even
BBough he doesn't have the antlers on top of his head, even if
Bé's out there in February type of a thing.

35

36 MR. SIMON: Yeah. Excuse me. Speaking of bull moose,
$du know, that we kill (ph), in my lifetime I see a couple
BB8ose that looks like a cow but I shot one (ph), you know, so
$8u can't tell by the antlers or, you know, there's all kinds
6fi moose out there; some white ones and stuff like that.
Bight. So speaking about (ph) antlers and stuff like that,

42ndiscernible) nature. You could go up to about a eight year
62d moose and got just a horn (ph) and it's a cow or something
44ke that, you know. But when you shoot them moving (ph) -- I
ghot (ph) a couple like that.

46

47 MR. KOVACH: Yeah. That is a rare thing that does
é8cur.
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1 MR. SIMON: Like right now, at home, there's a couple
3f white moose.

3

4 MR. KOVACH: Um-hum.

5

6 MR. SIMON: You don't kill them just because they're
White.

8

9 MR. KOVACH: Some people might.

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. I guess we pretty well went
b%er the proposed changes. And we had one more item on our

dgenda, but since it's pretty close to dinner time, what's the
Béard want to do on this, did you want to go over the annual
T&port now or 7:00 o'clock or the next meeting or what?

16

17 (Side comments)

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: I guess we should go ahead and recess
2hen. We can maybe reconvene at 7:00. So I call for a one
Rdur recess.

22

23 (Off record)

24

25 (On record)

26

27 MR. HUNTINGTON: I call the meeting back to order. And
£Be next thing we have on our agenda is public comment. The
£%00r is open for discussion.

30

31 MR. SIMON: I got a question here. Public comment
B2ans here in Bethel (ph) or -- here in Bethel or anyplace,
®Bere will it come from (ph)?

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Public comment would come from anybody

Bbhat wishes to testify or comment on the meeting. Anybody can.
37

38 MR. COLLINS: Anybody that's at the meeting. Anybody
38n come in. It's open to the public right now.

40

41 MR. SIMON: Yeah. 1In other words, public comment, I

wduld like to know what happens when we get stranded. And I
48t comments from these people here that live here and people,
¢4u know, got places to go and things like that. It might be
Bbom (ph) weather tomorrow or it might be good weather. 1It's
peblic comments and things like that, if you (ph) be able to
£ind out for yourself if people are guaranteed (ph) to go home
48 something -- anybody.
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1 MR. JAMES: Are you asking about people that from out
8f town?

3

4 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

5

6 MR. JAMES: Because of travel here?

7

8 MR. SIMON: Right.

9

10 MR. JAMES: They also have the opportunity to provide
¥titten comments, I believe, to this process. So, you know,
tRhat some people prefer not to give public testimony, but they
td8n always provide -- you know, give written testimony or
témments on any subject. Does that really answer what you were
a5king about.

16

17 MR. SIMON: No.

18

19 MR. JAMES: Sorry, try me .....

20

21 MR. SIMON: You didn't (ph) answer my question. We pay

it of our pockets and these people here (indiscernible) here
£28night or here this afternoon after 5:00 o'clock. We are here
add they say (ph) public comments, that public comes from

MBGrath here or anyplace. You guys are guaranteed for us to be
Bére and to say anything we want.

27

28 MR. JAMES: For the public comments you mean?

29

30 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

31

32 MR. JAMES: Well, it has to do with any issue related

83 subsistence use, you know, on the federal lands.
34

35 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

36

37 MR. JAMES: And that is a real broad, broad category.
38

39 MR. SIMON: Right. They got -- I know there's three
4Ph) -- clarify myself on that. Federal lands or state lands
#hat on Unit 24 and 23 -- or 21, that -- and you'll get
é2arified (ph) that I got nothing to bring home after this
#w8eting. I got to go to the meeting, I have to miss our own
¥d4llage Council. I bring up something that for which I'm done
Bére for, not (ph) somebody in Unit 21 or 24 there (ph). You

Aéver clarified to me that (indiscernible) border line or
dflything. You got that up in the air for next year or next

#h8eting.
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1 MR. JAMES: That's a good point. But -- and as I
Anderstand it, Franklin, you know, there are no clear answers
Bo those questions -- those situations; it's a dilemma, it
#eally is. And it does put hunters at risk.

5

6 MR. SIMON: Or do you speak —-- I'm speaking for my

Peoples, people that are from out of the state, Lower 48 or
8nyplace, 'cause you got no sign there that doesn't say that if
9ou go over here, you got a sign on this building (ph). You --
1l you don't know where you're going, you just can't walk it,
ydbu got to ask somebody. But just clarify that deal (ph), you
kiow. You should have right as a Board Member here, each one
®8 us. We got to understand that we are dealing with federal,

¥éu know. In fact, I asked earlier what -- then if you keep
$bate (ph). But we're not clear -- I'm not clear federal (ph),
I6can't guarantee nothing. It's just up in the air for next

h@eting and stuff like that. You can't guarantee nothing
18ause you're working under somebody, somebody is over you and

k€eps that check (ph). It's up to the majority of the village
@where you come from and whatever you want, you know, it's your
dpinion.

22

23 I just can't go home and say now we got everything.
3émebody will come up to me and say well, I can do this. I
2édn't do that.

26

277 MR. JAMES: Do you -- you do remember -- I mean this
dB8esn't answer all your questions. But earlier, when you were
£28lking to Roger Seavoy, .....

30

31 MR. SIMON: Right.

32

33 MR. JAMES: ..... the Fish & Game -- the State Fish &

Gdme biologist, he did say, as I recall, that for that one
Bboblem that you were talking about, the boundary between
Bhait 24 and 21, that he told us it was merely standard
P¥ocedure to post a sign. I mean, it's been done before,
BHere's no reason why it couldn't be done in that situation.
B8t I realize that doesn't answer the high -- the mean high
wlter gquestion. I mean, you know, I don't know what to tell
gdbu. You know, what you say, it's true, it's a dilemma because
#Here is no clear-cut solution to it right now.

43

44 MR. SIMON: 1In other words, if somebody asks me and I
48y it's not like cooking eggs or something, if the eggs are
A6t done, you throw it away; same thing, right?

47

48 MR. JAMES: Well, I don't know if I'd compare high
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water to eggs, but I think I get your point.

1

2 MR. SIMON: I mean, you know, what I'm getting at, you
Bnow.

4

5 MR. JAMES: Yes.

6

7 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

8

9 MR. JAMES: Yeah.

10

11 MR. JAMES: What i1if they ask you and your buddy over
tBhere, right? You guys clarify (indiscernible). Whereas (ph)
hy word is no (ph) good to my people at home.

14

15 MR. JAMES: Well, I guess 1it's like a lot of things in

lé6fe, you know, you don't always get all the clear-cut,
$%raightforward answers that we'd really like, that's just the
%8y it is. If you're asking for some follow-up, I'd be glad to
@® that. 1I'll do the best I can to provide you more
2@formation. For instance, I think one thing that you're
gétting at is you want a definition of this mean high water
Biédsiness, do I have that right?

23

24 MR. SIMON: No, you're wrong, 'cause I have no —-- T
25ve on flat country, the mountain is 40 miles away and there's
£he ocean right now. Right today, there's high water in
Hislia. From my (ph) you can see water, if you go to the
m8untains, anywhere, I don't care where it is in the springtime
28d no high water mark.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: Bill.

32

33 MR. KNAUER: Excuse me. Mean high water does not mean
f4o0o0d situations. You can disregard flood situations, that
dbes not enter in. Mean high water means the average high
wéter, excluding flood situations. So it would be the average
Bigh water over a number of years, not counting unusual
88tuations like floods. So if you're -- you know, 1f the whole

dPea is flooded right now, that doesn't make any difference;
#hat does not make it state land.

41

42 But we can provide you with a little better definition.
4Be will talk to the Bureau of Land Management and get the
détual legal definition, and then we'll try and simplify it
dbso for you. But this whole program is brand new. The Feds
Bhéve only had it for three years. We are trying to stumble
4Hrough with your help.

48
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It's going to be very frustrating, some of these
issues, but only working as a team with the local knowledge
Phat you folks provide, the biological knowledge that Steve and
Bhe biologists from the other State and Federal agencies can
provide, and some of the harvest information and cultural
history that Taylor can obtain from the subsistence folks, only
then can we work together as a team and try and make it better.
7And it has been and probably will continue to be frustrating
8or all those involved because it's real difficult to say yes,
9ou're here or no, you're not here. It's going to be well, I
d6n't know exactly where, and it's sort of like the eggs. And
¥é& just hope that you'll continue to have the enthusiasm that
I2ve seen here and work with us.

13

14 MR. SIMON: Okay. This -- I'm still against the high
%&ter mark and things like that. Maybe you go to (ph) Huslia
®6 go up to Wiseman or go down to Lime or someplace, each have
d7water mark but they're up in the air. 1If you live around
tBere, it'd make a lot of difference to you. You'll be under
¥8ter before you know it. Yeah. You never see hills like (ph)
H(Gslia, you got roundabout (ph) and all this -- you know, we're
pih flat country, but I'm speaking for the Village of Huslia,
a8d Houston (ph) and Allakaket; they're up in the mountains.
B8t I don't know where you come from, but I'll tell you one
Phing, is isn't right for -- to make -- for nine of us here to
méke some discussion for someplace that you don't live. You
Réybe live here or Anchorage or Juneau, I don't know. You're
3Ust going by the book. You fly over it maybe. 'Cause right
g8w it's high water, and we don't know what next year -- it's
@8ing to be higher yet maybe. You go down to Michigan or
36meplace, the high water, you know, the same thing, you know,

3indiscernible). You don't clarify. Well, that's
32ndiscernible) -- well, I'll go with you (ph).

gz MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman.

gg MR. HUNTINGTON: Ray.

g; MR. COLLINS: Franklin, if I hear what you're saying, I

BRAink you're concerned about using that high water mark as a
dé8finition. But the problem is we didn't set that definition,
dhd we can't. It has to do with when the State -- or the
B@deral Government gave land to the State, they gave them all
4Be water that's up to the mean high water mark. We even set
4Bat regqulation, it's not something we can change. It's in --
45 is when title was passed to the State, that's what they
d46ed. And unfortunately, that separates state and federal
43nd, and we can only set hunting regulations on the federal
48nds. So even if we wanted to change that, we can't. All we
49
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can do is try to clarify what that is so people -- so hunters
would know where it is. But it's not -- the Federal Government
didn't set that, it was in law when they passed law to the
S3tate that the State got land below that and above that is

4til1l federal lands. Does that -- do you see what I mean?
5
6 MR. SIMON: ©No. I still (ph) -- the State got land,

Zhe Federal got land, we still got the same land, we're not
8verlapping this here (ph), right?

%0 MR. COLLINS: Right. Right.

%% MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible - interrupted) .....

%2 MR. COLLINS: But that boundary is hard to tell because
the boundary line .....

%g MR. SIMON: It's not the boundary, it's just -- what

I8m saying right now, you say like I come from (ph) State.
19

20 MR. COLLINS: Uh-huh.
21
22 MR. SIMON: Okay. You're on federal. What can I do?

238u going to push me off and go over the bank or .....
24

25 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

26

277 MR. HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Franklin.

28

29 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

30

31 MR. HUNTINGTON: Good point. Is there any -- anybody
82se want to make public comment, the floor is open. Seeing no

883e else, I guess we're about ready to go on with the agenda,
B4h? Dave, the next thing on our list would be the annual
Béport.

36

37 MR. JAMES: Yeah, as you wish.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Dave can explain the annual report.

40

41 MR. JAMES: The question I would like clarified is --
4% possible, is if this Council would like to go ahead with
pRans to prepare its first annual report; the deadline of which
44 mid-November. That obviously doesn't leave a lot of time,
46 that means, I guess, 1is that you could forego the report or
g6u could do a shortened version of the report. And the
#4éport, to refresh your memory, if you turn to Section 2, under
B8les and Responsibilities that's listed in the middle of that
49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



119

page, and the four portions of the report are described under
prepare and submit to the Board an annual report containing the

following.

3

4 (Pause)

5

o MR. HUNTINGTON: So we have two choices, I guess, huh?

7Either skip it for now and do it the following meeting in
Bebruary or we can do a short version now?

9

10 MR. JAMES: That's the way I would assess it, Bill have
thight have some more perspective.

12

13 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chair, there does need to be something

p#epared. One thing that, as you can see, much of what is
&45ked for, this Council has not had time to discuss. And one
®6 the things, though, that you have discussed quite thoroughly
d7e some of the issues and concerns that warrant consideration
18 the future by this Council. So it would be possible to
hPilize that information in an annual report, identifying to
PRe Board that these are the issues of concern that we see on
Phe table right now that we will be looking at in this next
§8ar. And that as part of that, we will then be identifying
28rrent and anticipated uses and these other things.

24

25 That would be one way to handle that, both complying
@wHhth the requirement that David and I have to be sure that the
2&@port is filed, but also evidencing to the Board and the
38cretary that you are concerned about meeting your
Zz8gquirements and providing the Board the information based upon
Bhe local knowledge; that you're already starting to do that
Bhrough the identification of issues of concern of the local

Beople.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: How does the Board feel on this?

35

36 MR. SIMON: Well, I'm uncomfortable (ph) with what you

d¥e saying right now. You got a Board here that we're sitting
B&8re and what we're doing today or yesterday or tonight, it

w8uld affect till (ph) next year or -- the way you put it, it
wouldn't affect until the next meeting, most of them. How come
gdbu say you and them -- we, okay, we're the ones that can
42ndiscernible) -- and how the other people from (ph) different

B8liefs think. What do you think? I don't know.

44

45 You have to have input from us. I'm representing
B6slia and different village, you know. But from my own
épinion, I have a right to say what I think, 'cause I'm backing
da8bunch of people from Interior too. These peoples are from
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different places though. And you don't give them a chance to
think, you got whatever you think; you don't give them a chance
o answer your questions (indiscernible). 'Cause this is going
Bo come up in a minute (ph) of next meeting, maybe a year from
Aow or next month, when somebody's going to say well, they said
this in McGrath. How come those people -- go to Bethel, or
flliamna or someplace, different places than Fairbanks. Who do
Tph) you represent? It's your own opinion as to what we're
8ph) doing right now.

9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Any recommendations from the Board?
11
12 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I suggest we try to write a

$Bort report but state that since we've only been in operation

fér one meeting that we don't have information on much, but we

h&ve identified the following problems; and then just list some
06 those same ones that we put down as concerns or something in
tHere.

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

20

21 MR. COLLINS: And state that we plan to be working on

PRese at the next meeting or something like that, so we can
R3nd of bring them up to date where we are, and the fact that
@wé did meet. But that we haven't had sufficient time to
Phoroughly address -- fulfill our charge to meet, you know.
26's -—— I think you could use the minutes from this and kind of
d7aft that report and letter while (ph) we submit that. 'Cause
PBere won't be any meeting now between the time it goes in,
28's due in December 1is it?

30

31 MR. JAMES: That's correct.

32

33 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. I think that's probably our
Bést route right now.

37

38 (Off record - tape malfunction)

39

40 (On record)

41

42 MR. HUNTINGTON: We haven't had enough time in the past

4%0 days to get everything that it calls for in the roles and
#é4sponsibilities section. And so what I'm going to suggest
#aybe is after the minutes of the meeting is all published, we
é6uld come up with some areas of concern that we will address
4% the next meeting. Is that okay with the rest of the Board?
48haron.
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1 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: It might give us time to go back
adnd have our Fish & Game meeting and find out something. You
Bnow, we might be more up-to-date as to concerns within our
#egion, if we have been inactive for a while. Because right
bow, I'd have to either invent something, go along with what
gomeone else has said thinking well, that sounds reasonable. I
Zan't come up with something on my own right now, because I
8idn't come to the meeting prepared .....

9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. I think .....

11

12 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: ..... for -- to answer this.

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. I think we all feel about the
$&dme way on that, we're not fully prepared or don't have the
laformation we (ph) should have as far as this concerns. So I

%llggest, you know, maybe having a follow-up meeting on this.
WBat do you suggest there, Dave, any suggestions or .....

19

20 MR. JAMES: Yes, since you asked. I think two
different people here suggests that a short -- actually just a
28tter could be drafted that identified simply a half a dozen
@3 so concerns that have been discussed with no more than maybe
d4paragraph on each one. And you'd end up with maybe a two
Bage letter or something. At least you would have called
dttention to some major issues, even though you may not have
BRdd a chance to think through how you want to approach them,
A8cessarily; that's going to take time for you to think that
2Brough. But you can at least identify problems, even i1if you
dén't think you have solutions right now. Just an idea.

31

32 MR. GRAHAM: This wouldn't be an annual report, this
®#38uld just be -- would this count as the annual report?

34

35 MR. JAMES: Certainly.

36

37 MR. GRAHAM: Since we have only had one meeting

38d .....

39

40 MR. JAMES: Yeah.

41

42 MR. GRAHAM: Although, we're not doing the four things
4Bat they list, we're giving them something?

44

45 MR. JAMES: Um-hum.

46

477 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, it's interesting in looking

48 those four things again that fish is clearly mentioned as
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one of them here, and yet that was excluded. And if we really
did a thorough job, we'd be following up like on what Angela
8aid that our anticipated need of fish in the summer is X
dmount, and you'd almost have to serve each community. And you
would say under the current regulations, we only got X amount,
50 our shortfall is this much. I mean it says current and
énticipated uses of it, and then your current and anticipated
fleed.

8

9 So if we're really being thorough, we would be going at
18 -- like say we'd be fall moose hunting and we would say that
¥éll, vyes, maybe half of our village achieved -- got the moose

tRey needed. We needed another 30 or 40 moose or something
13ke that. You could take that approach if you went in to look
4% what you're getting now under current State and Federal regs
ahd what you really need, to see what the disparity is between
those two. But that require kind of surveying every community
i# our area or something.

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

20

21 MR. REAKOFF: Dave, is that what you would interpret

P2Ris type of language to mean is that we would evaluate certain
PBundages of subsistence resource or do they just want a more
géneral, Jjust answering a question are the needs being met and
45 we anticipate more need or less need?

26
27 MR. JAMES: When this has come up in discussion at
g88aff meetings, when we were all trying to define what -- you

RfAow, what does this mean, what are we going to tell the
BBuncil Members; how can we help them deal with this? One of
Bhe conclusions that surfaced from that was a general agreement

BHat these guidelines are really quite vague. They aren't
B8ally cast in stone. It's not clear what they mean.

B&-hum.

35

36 MR. JAMES: Use it to your advantage, if they're going
8@ be vague, go for it. You know, use it to address -- don't

B8y to fit your problems or viewpoint into some sort of a rigid
B81d. I think you're going to lose something if you do that.
40

41 Now, as much as you can, you still want to use these as
d2guideline, and that's exactly what Ray was just saying.
THere's -- there may be -- you may all feel there's a
d4fference between use and need. Maybe, you know, well, this
¥hllage is getting 20 moose, and to a lot of people, to the
B6ard, they might think hey, that's great, that's a lot; but in
#dct, it isn't. They don't know how many times folks in the
¥81llages eat meat, you know, three meals a day. They lack that
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perspective.
1
2 So again, it's an opportunity to what to you may seem

8bvious, and it's like you're almost having to tell a child,
But it's because people have a different background, and they
have a different experience and they don't understand that. So
this is another avenue or another opportunity to explain that.
7And beyond that, I really don't know what to tell you. I
Baven't done this before either.

9

10 MR. COLLINS: One reason I mentioned that is kind of
¥adtching what happened, how the State dealt with Lime Village,
afd they kind of ended up with something like that. You kind
®8 finally had to identify what your need was in terms of a
hdmber, in general, and they ended up setting a community bag
1bmit, and then asked the community to report back on -- as a
tébmmunity what they got. Now, that may not work for every
t@mmunity, but that's what they worked out in that area.

18

19 MR. GRAHAM: They gave us the number.

gg MR. COLLINS: Yeah. Okay.

g% MR. GRAHAM: Since (ph) this is what you need.

gé MR. COLLINS: Yeah. That's right. I re- -- yeah.

gg MR. GRAHAM: Yeah. We wanted to -- I mean, the number
2Bing is what it seems like everybody want- -- or the

D8partment wants, and for Lime Village people to come up with a
A0mber of how many moose they need or how many moose they take,
3t just goes against the grain. And people get a moose or a
@2ribou when they need it. And so finally, a lot of it 1is
fBustrating to us then, and .....

34

35 MR. SIMON: Yeah. Mr. Chairman, I'd like to ask him a
GGestion. Have you lived there all your life or .....

37

38 MR. GRAHAM: No, 16 years.

28 MR. SIMON: Not the way you sound (ph).

jé MR. GRAHAM: Pardon me?

22 MR. SIMON: How long you been living down there?

22 MR. GRAHAM: Sixteen years.

3; MR. SIMON: Where did your parents came from, down in
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the States or .....

1

2 MR. GRAHAM: They're from the States.

3

4 MR. SIMON: Okay. Well, you got a grandfather or you
Were married down there?

6

7 MR. GRAHAM: I'm married to someone in Lime Village.
8

9 MR. SIMON: Well, you got somebody besides you who
t8presents Lime Village, because you've been down there 16
Yéars. So to my knowledge, the way you sound, you came from
d2fferent (ph) places.

13

14 MR. GRAHAM: I did.

15

16 MR. SIMON: Yeah. But you have right to say anything.
1But, you know, I came from a old village like Jack here, all
®8 us. Like him, I don't know where he came from. But I'll

t811 you one thing, you got your background, everything there,
BOt it's not your roots, where you come from. You talk about
ddwn in the States, a different story. There are a lot of
P2oples from different -- down in the States all over here that
g3t different opinion. Look at your background, look at your
g#¢andfather or before that. I mean that kind of clarifies
@what's going on here with all the moose and stuff like that.

26

27 MR. GRAHAM: I'm trying to speak for the people in Lime
Y&1lage.

29

30 MR. SIMON: Yeah. But you wasn't born there, though.
31

32 MR. GRAHAM: I was not born there, no.

33

34 MR. SIMON: Okay.

35

36 MR. HUNTINGTON: So what's the Board feel on this
dfnual report? Jack.

38

39 MR. REAKOFF: I feel that these are vague questions,

w8'll answer with a vague answer, outlining our problems that
wé have identified so far, that should be sufficient.
42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: I agree.

44

45 MR. SIMON: And I'll tell you, I think we're helping
péople but then it never works. When you come right down to
4%, you come -- you are speaking for not only yourself but

¢8u're speaking for the peoples, their benefit or culture, you
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know. I'm a traditional chief, I'm an old-fashioned (ph)
thief, traditional, in Huslia, and there's the mayor and stuff
2ike that. I know what's going on and everything. So as far
ds I'm concerned, you know, I -- maybe I talk too much
4indiscernible), that's what we're here for.

5

6 MR. REAKOFF: Yeah.

7

8 MR. SIMON: To find out who is who, where your
Background and where you -- you know.

10

11 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum.

12

13 MR. SIMON: You just can't say I live over in Nome or
$émeplace, maybe I was over there (ph). I just can't represent
Wébme or someplace, you know, Barrow, or Anchorage. I got kids
déwn in Anchorage too. It's a pretty small world, you know.
Y3u have to think of about your grandchilds and your kids,
t8member who you are. You got a right to speak, at least
f&deral (ph) you know.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Thank you, Franklin.

22

23 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

24

25 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I suggest that we draft a letter
8bating that -- stating the issues that we've identified with a

glmmary. And I think that might fulfill the requirements here
8 this roles and responsibilities. Anybody disagree or agree?
29

30 MR. SIMON: Well, I disagree. There's two good Indians
dtound here against all this non-white -- or white
32ndiscernible) the Indians here, 2 against 14, that ain't
BRght.

34

35 MR. REAKOFF: So do you need a motion for that?

36

37 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think so, huh? I think it's in
38der or it's recommended or what?

39

40 MR. JAMES: I suspect if you're not hearing unanimous

dgreement, that it would probably be appropriate to, you know,
£3rm it into a motion and take a vote.

43

44 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. A motion is in order for
dbafting a letter stating our -- some of the concerns that
wé've identified. 1Is there a motion on the floor?

47

48 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Excuse me. I'd like to have those
49
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motions -- those concerns .....

1

2 MR. HUNTINGTON: Identified.

3

4 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.

5

6 MR. HUNTINGTON: Do you have those handy?

7

8 MR. JAMES: This will take, you know, a few minutes.
9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

11

12 (Off record)

13

14 (On record)

15

16 MR. HUNTINGTON: The meeting is now in session. We

hdve a list of the areas of concern that we've identified, and
D8ve here will go ahead and read them, go down the list.

19

20 MR. JAMES: 1I've come up with eight different key
2%sues that you all have discussed today. Working backwards,
2Re first thing on the list is Lime Village moose quota. The
88cond one is difficulty of interpreting mean high water mark.
2%he third is the federal assumption of navigable waters for
fhsheries management. The fourth is customary and traditional
déterminations for military bases in rural areas. Number 5 is
2ilstomary and traditional determinations for black bear and
28ribou in the Dalton Corridor. Number 6 is need for readily
29ailable maps for hunters for use in the field. Seven,
Bépresentation on the Subsistence Resource Commissions in the
Barks. And eight, concern about ethnic representation of the
3guth end of this region, down around Aniak. We can add to
BBat list or subtract from it.

34

35 MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman, I think Dave Yokel brought
36t a pertinent C&T for the Corridor that wolves should be
Rflcluded in that with black bears and caribou. There's quite
38 there's getting to be a problem with truckers driving up and
d8wn the road and shooting wolves from their trucks. So .....
40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: That's another issue.

42

43 MR. REAKOFF: Um-hum.

44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON: Is it okay with the Board to add it,
#he concern?

47

48 MR. SIMON: It's okay with me.

49
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1 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. We'll add that on the list
Phen. 1It's been moved to draft a letter with these concerns
Bhat we've identified, is there a second?

4

5 MR. REAKOFF: Second.

6

7 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think you (indiscernible -
8nterrupted) .....

9

10 MR. REAKOFEF: I'm -- okay.

11

12 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I'll second.

13

14 MR. HUNTINGTON: Second by Sharon. It's been moved and
$8cond to draft a letter identifying the concerns that we've
identified here, and all in favor by -- all in favor signify by
3dying aye.

18

19 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign. The motion
Rdsses. So we'll have a letter with some explanations on it
PBat's identifying the concerns.

24

25 MR. JAMES: And if you wish, I can also point out the

f&ct that because time is short, you've chosen this abbreviated
dpproach rather than a lengthy report.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. We did not have enough time to
B8ally —-- really do what it all calls for but we'll do our
Bést. 1Is there any other discussion on this?

32

33 MR. SIMON: Well, hopefully, next time there's a
Béeting like this, hopefully that (ph) will give us more --
ghve us more time for this. It's our Number 1 priority or
86mething like that.

37

38 MR. HUNTINGTON: 1I'll do whatever I can, give you all

BBe information or the staff will. And going down the agenda,
46l there's nothing else, I guess what we'd like to do is
détermine the time and place of our next meeting. I guess 1t's
épen for discussion from the Board. Dave has got (ph) a few
p3ints there.

44

45 MR. JAMES: The thought occurred to me, too, in
dddition to your discussion about time and place, you may also
wdnt to think about length of meeting.

48
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MR. HUNTINGTON: I think the issues that we've
ldentified now will probably be on the next meeting, huh?
2

3 MR. JAMES: Um-hum.
4
5 MR. HUNTINGTON: So probably it'd be at least two days

égain. It's be pretty hard to cram everything into one day,
fhe way things go. So I'd like to recommend maybe two day

Beetings, and it's up -- I'll leave it up to the Board for
@iscussion, time and place.

10

11 MR. SIMON: 1I'd like to appoint village -- like we're
&2ing to have one meeting, huh, and there's more people. It's
18 -- from the Village of Huslia and Nulato, Kaltag, all these
Pdaces, there's people -- a lot of people there concerned about
this meeting (indiscernible) -- place. So I will take it to
1ph) Galena. I don't know (indiscernible - voice lowers).

17

18 MR. HUNTINGTON: Galena is one of the towns that's
ténsidered -- we should consider, is there any more?

20

21 MR. GRAHAM: 1I'd like to see Galena.

22

23 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: I'd like to Aniak.

24

25 MR. COLLINS: I'm thinking of the weather in February.
26 think from the middle to the end of -- somewhere between the

#niddle and the end of the month would be more appropriate than
28rly in the month.

29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

31

32 MR. COLLINS: 'Cause sometimes there can be bad weather
38r travel and so on.

34

35 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, we've not (ph) determined the
Bbme vyet.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Right, I know, I just suggest, you know,
38mewhere in that time frame.

40

41 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I'd like to suggest McGrath
43ain, it seems like we've -- the foods good here and nice
p8ople.

44

45 MR. SIMON: As far as McGrath is concerned,
46ndiscernible) I know they treat you good. As far as I'm
édncerned, we're being treated like -- just like your own house

d8ound here. We got good hospitality here from this place.
49
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And before I came, I didn't know where I was coming. Now, I
thake phone calls like that. So we're up here where, you know,
Beople treat you good. Maybe we're in Aniak or Barrow or
Someplace, you know, it don't make any difference as long as --
what I -- what I pick up tonight or yesterday, there is more
benefit to me for next meeting, wherever (ph), but it's up to
gou guys, you know.

7

8 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to go to Galena if
fhey can secure a place for us there and meals and so on. If
1€ gets to be a problem, then I'll guess you'll have to
tbnsider an alternate, but .....

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, the Corporation owns a lodge,
dd4d I think capacity is at least 20. I know it can hold (ph)
ab least 20 people.

16

17 MR. COLLINS: So they could open (indiscernible)?

18

19 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Uh-huh. The only problem I see

@th that is there's no taxi there but, you know, there's a lot
3T vehicles there, we can make some kind of arrangement maybe
23 shuttle people around. And it's also a hub for the area,
2Be people got (indiscernible - voice lowers,

2Aterrupted) .....
25
26 MR. DeMATTEO: The Fish & Wildlife Service office in

@dlena could provide transportation to get around.

28

29 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. And everything is pretty well
d6ntralized, Fish & Wildlife, and the lodge, it's just next to
84dch other, and it's right in the center of town almost so it
S8Houldn't be much problem getting around. But I'll leave it up

83 the Board, you know. I'm flexible, either here or Galena.
34

35 MS. DEMIENTOFF: I'll go with Galena.

36

37 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, maybe we'll just entertain a

B8tion and have a vote on it, how does that sound? Maybe have
3d9vote between Galena and McGrath or is there any other place
4hat we might be able to hold our meeting at? Well, seeing or
Aéaring none, I guess we'll -- maybe we'll just ahead and take
42roll call vote on this, on either Galena or McGrath, how does
#Bat sound?

44

45 MR. SIMON: Well, I'm from (ph) Galena.

46

477 MR. HUNTINGTON: ©No, you're not.

48
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MR. SIMON: I (indiscernible - background

laughter) .....

2

3 MR. SIMON: I vote for Galena, though (ph).

4

5 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Well, could I see a show of

bands, all in favor of having the meeting in Galena? 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 6. And all in favor of having the meeting in McGrath?

Bne. I guess Galena is our next place of meeting. And now ,
e have to figure out the time.

10

11 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chair.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

14

15 MR. KNAUER: Disregard the month that is showing up
there. This is a comparable (ph) February.

17

18 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And the year.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: The 30th.

21

22 MR. KNAUER: I believe the 14th is Presidents' Day and
d3national holiday.

24

25 MR. YOKEL: I think it's the 21st, Bill.

26

27 MR. KNAUER: 1Is it the 21st this year?

28

29 MR. YOKEL: Yeah, that's what's circled on my calendar.
30

31 MR. KNAUER: You have a calendar?

32

33 MR. YOKEL: Yeah. Well, it's not big enough for people
B4 see.

35

36 MR. KNAUER: Okay.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: So i1if we meet that day, all the Federal
People can donate a day, right?

40

41 MR. KNAUER: Yeah. The 21st is the Federal holiday.
42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: So it's out.

44

45 MR. KNAUER: 1In February. No, that's just -- that
dé6esn't necessarily mean it's out, because if you choose to
#&et then, we'll come, that's fine. You know, we're at your
B&8ck and call.
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UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: On a Sunday.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Pete, do you have a question?

gadwbdh -

MR. YOKEL: It's probably important to keep in mind
that there's a February moose hunt, February 1lst through 10th,
in the Galena area. And maybe to solicit the max amount of
public participation, you may want to keep it after that, just
8s a suggestion.

%2 MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible) Monday, the 2nd, February.
%g MS. GUTLER-STRICK: That's the moose hunt.

%é MS. DEMIENTOFF: Moose hunt.

%g MR. KNAUER: I think what he said was the moose hunt is

tBe 1st through the 10th? The 1lst through the 10th. So if
¥8u're thinking that way, that would leave you some time in
2hese last two weeks.

21

22 MR. REAKOFF: Mr. Chairman.

23

24 MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

25

26 MR. REAKOFF: I'm trapping, and trapping season closes

2He end of February, so that week of the 22nd would be good for
n8 to go to a meeting, then I'd have to .....

29

30 MR. COLLINS: That's a good week you said?

31

32 MR. REAKOFEF: Yeah.

33

34 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: The 1lst through the 5th, isn't it
B&te?

36

37 MR. YOKEL: They extended it another five days.
38

39 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: They did?

40

41 MR. YOKEL: Right.

42

43 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: This year.

44

45 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: The State did.

46

477 MR. SIMON: (Indiscernible) 17th, Saturday and Sunday,
g8u know, or something like that.
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1 MR. HUNTINGTON: That's another thing maybe we should
discuss. Would we like to have it on the weekday or weekend?
3

4 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

Z MR. HUNTINGTON: You know, 'cause some of the people
Wwork and .....

g MR. REAKOFF: Yeah, that would be good.

%2 MR. SIMON: Like -- excuse me right now. I'm working

f2ght now for Alaska Village and I'm working for airlines, so
I3m losing two days here just to come to the meeting.
14

15 MR. REAKOFF: Right.

16

17 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Four days (indiscernible - away
f8om microphone) .....

19

20 MR. SIMON: I'm not getting -- I'm losing money in a
way but I speak my mind (ph) because it's up to me what I want
23 do. So each one of you guys (ph) -- is a weekend, maybe you

g8t more per diem, I don't know. Anyway, I'll tell
Pébruary 2nd is my birthday, so you guys cancel that date.
25

26 MR. COLLINS: What day?

g; MR. SIMON: February 2nd.

gg MR. COLLINS: The 2nd.

g% MR. SIMON: Yeah, Monday.

gz MR. COLLINS: What about a Friday/Saturday, is that a

3bmpromise, we'll use one day a weekend and one day from the
®6éek; like the 25/26th or something like that?

g; MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And we travel on the 24th, like?

28 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

j% MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And the 27th.

22 MR. SIMON: Excuse me. You just can't put it right now

4ph), because you got to ask the residents of Galena, too,
Bécause we don't know what's going on there about that time,
¢3du know. We got to ask their Chief and the Council there.
¥8u might have -- maybe they got something going on at that
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time too. So we Jjust can't set the date, we got to ask them
first. As far as I'm concerned, you know, it's a good date, no
Broblem there.

3

4 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, we got to have the meeting some
Bime.

6

7 MR. SIMON: Yeah. But in a way, you know, like I say,
gou know, .....

9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

11

12 MR. SIMON: ..... you got to ask the residents of

Gd8lena first, because a lot of things go on around that time.
14

15 MR. HUNTINGTON: Dave.

16

17 MR. JAMES: Another consideration is that, for
d8ministrative reasons, March 2nd is the last day that we can
pfesent all of your recommendations and every -- all the
Bsiness that you do at the meeting and get it to Anchorage to
Phe staff to prepare it for consideration in the rest of the
BZocess. So —-- but the closer you meet towards the end of the
A3nth is less preparation time to get stuff ready. It'll be
?éady, one way or the other, but you know, the more time there
25, generally, the better job that can get done on it.

26

27 MR. COLLINS: The 2nd, you said, of March, so that'd be
28Wednesday.

29

30 MR. JAMES: March 2nd, as Steve calls it, a drop-dead

date; after that, you may as well forget it because it's just
83t going to get into the system so .....

33

34 MR. COLLINS: What about 18/19, then that's kind of in
B8he middle -- more towards the middle, is that .....

36

37 MR. HUNTINGTON: That (indiscernible - voice

E8wers) pretty good dates.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Is that .....

41

42 MR. REAKOFF: Right.

43

44 MR. COLLINS: You said the other reasons (ph), would
#hat work for you (ph).

46

477 MR. REAKOFF: That's good.
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MR. HUNTINGTON: Is it okay with the rest of the Board
to have it on the 18th and 19th of February?

2

3 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And that means we travel on the
417th and the 20th, so -- .....

5

o MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, I .....

7

8 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: ..... so your two full days

ér .....

10

11 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think we should maybe discuss that,

b&cause I spent almost a whole day, you know, just kind of
¥8iting around the first day.

14

15 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Yeah, to get everybody together.
16

17 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. And I think we probably could
&8t this meeting in three days, you know -- three days away

ffom home instead of four. And if we can maybe work out
86mething that we could travel one day and maybe have a short
Méeting the day we get there or get started on it anyway, and
£Bhen maybe try and finish up the next day, put in a long day or
88mething, travel the third day. How does that sound, does
2Hat sound reasonable?

25

26 MR. SIMON: For me it doesn't sound reasonable because
dide to the weather, again. You can't guarantee that it'll be a
g8od day or whatever, you know, or misfortunate (ph) or
80mething like that, you know.

30

31 MR. COLLINS: What if we travel on the 17th and met
BHat evening for public testimony or something or to get
3Barted, that way people -- that way, we'd use the evening and
BlBen we'd start our business the next day or something. And
Bhen we'd aim at trying to finish on Saturday afternoon so
Béople could still travel that night to get home, especially
BHose of you -- I'm assuming there's evening flights out of
BHere to Anchorage or somewhere for those of us on this side?
39

40 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. There's flights from Anchorage
ahd to Fairbanks from Galena, I don't know what time they are
Bt we could find out, I guess.

43

44 MR. COLLINS: I don't know how late they fly at that
4bme of the year, it's shorter days.

46

477 MR. HUNTINGTON: No. They usually fly pretty late at
A8ght sometimes (ph).
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1 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: They don't fly late to get to Ruby,
£hough, without daylight.

3

4 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, that's the thing, you -- yeah.

5

6 MR. SIMON: 1I'd like to make a statement (ph). Like I
faid, due to the weather or get you guys' opinion, you know,
8rom my point of business (ph). It's up to you guys, you know.
9

10 MR. HUNTINGTON: Bill.

11

12 MR. KNAUER: Mr. Chair, one thing that it's very

d3fficult for us to estimate right now is how many proposals
¥é'1ll be having for you folks to look at and make
t&commendations on. That plus the items that you have
iAdicated of concern that you want to try and address during
tHat meeting may mean that it may take two days or -- two full
d8ys or maybe even a little more. So that's just something
19ke -- that is very hard for us to guess right now. Because
£Ris meeting, we had two purposes; one was to try and provide
8bme basic orientation and training for you, and then take care
22 some of the other business items. The next time, it'll be
a8 almost totally different meeting situation for you, since
Y4u will be reviewing the proposals.

25

26 MR. SIMON: I would like to point out one thing,

M#¥. Chairman, you know, I'm (indiscernible) -- or someplace.
B8t our time kind of (ph) expire. So at this time, I would
29ke to find out if I could run -- re-run again to maybe come
Bé@ck for next meeting. Is it up to you guys, you know?

31

32 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I think you're automatically
33ndiscernible - interrupted) .....

34

35 MR. COLLINS: You're on next time.

36

37 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: You're on.

38

39 MR. SIMON: Okay.

40

41 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

42

43 MR. HUNTINGTON: So is there -- have we come to a
décision on the dates, 17th, 18th, 19th?

45

46 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: And return on the 20th-?

47

48 MR. HUNTINGTON: Well, some of us can try to return on
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the 19th, and whoever can't could return on the 20th. You
know, we got to be flexible, we can't .....

2

3 (Off record comments)

4

5 MR. GRAHAM: Meeting in the evening, I think, is a good
6dea -- well, depending on how much we have, but it would allow
People who work .....

8

9 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

10

11 MR. GRAHAM: ..... to get in on it.

12

13 MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Well, it's something that we
téuld try for anyway, you know. I'm pretty sure we'll run into

d45few little problems but I think we can solve this. Was there
dhy objection to those dates on this Board? So okay,
well .....

%g MR. SIMON: I'll second (ph).

gg MR. COLLINS: Do you need a move (ph)?

gg MR. HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

gé MR. COLLINS: Okay. I'll move we meet in Galena,
Pébruary 17th through 19th.

g; MR. HUNTINGTON: It's been moved that we have our next

B8ard meeting in Galena on February 17th through 19th, 1994.
30

31 MR. REAKOFF: With travel on the 17th and return, you
BAow, at the end of the meeting, I guess.

33

34 MR. HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. Return back to your wvillages
385 soon as possible after the meeting.

36

37 MR. REAKOFF: Second.

38

39 MR. HUNTINGTON: Second. It's been moved and second to

HBve the meeting in Galena on February 17th through 19th, all
dfh favor signify by saying aye.

42

43 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

44

45 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign. The ayes have
46. So our next meeting will be in Galena on February 17th,
43th and 19th, 1994.
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MR. COLLINS: So, Mr. Chairman, in terms of proposals,
We just looked at the ones there, if we have concerns about
8easons bag limits, then we should individually turn those in
November 1 to get them in the proposal book, and then we can
#ake a position in February is the idea, huh? So either as
Sndividuals or the local Fish & Game could turn them in, huh?
6
7 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Is there any other business
8hat we should maybe address right now? Seeing none, then I
Bhink a motion is in order for adjournment.
10
11 MR. SIMON: I got one thing here. 1It's a pretty good
p2ace here in McGrath there, and I like (indiscernible) say
tBat they treat us pretty good here and things like that, you
kdow. Maybe some other day, maybe we'll have a meeting here
dGain. I'm glad to meet you guys and our response (ph) from
¥6é6u guys. As a Board Member, I'd like to thank the people that
W%Hho are staying here and everything (ph).

18
19 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think that's a good point that we
8hould consider, you know, this -- from this Board we should

Raybe show our appreciation to them for the hospitality that
#w@'ve had from the Tukusko House.

23

24 MR. SIMON: Yeah.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: I think we all agree that we've been

P¥eated pretty good here. Any suggestions on how to go about
2Rat?

29

30 MS. DEMIENTOFF: Send them a letter.

31

32 MR. HUNTINGTON: Send them a letter.

33

34 MR. GRAHAM: ©No, let's not send them a letter.

35

36 MS. GUTLER-STRICK: Pay them.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Pay your bill and (indiscernible -
Faughter) .....

40

41 MR. SIMON: Well, I would like to say one last thing to
¢2u guys that nobody said about -- anything about alcohol or
d8ything, but -- and I have partied (ph) too. But I suppose

Aéne of you guys drink or something like that, but from my
épinion, I really appreciate (ph) the meeting. It's up to you
46ys, what you do in your time when you go to meeting, it's up
43 you. And that's all I have to tell you right now. Have a
480o0d, safe trip home and enjoy your life.
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UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Thank you.
MR. REAKOFF: Thank you. Mr. Chairman.

MR. HUNTINGTON: Jack.

~N oo wbdh

MR. REAKOFF: 1I'd like to thank all the Federal people
8nd the State people that showed up and informed us about your
Specific areas and your concerns for the region. And I look
fOrward to working with you and your expertise in the future.
11

12 MR. HUNTINGTON: I have to agree with Jack on that
d8so. I'd like to thank you all, you're a great bunch of
péople. Thank you. I hope to be able (ph) to work with you in
the future. 1Is there any other (indiscernible) before
ddjournment? Hearing none, I move that we adjourn, is there a
§&cond.

18

19 MR. SIMON: I second.

20

21 MR. HUNTINGTON: 1It's been moved and second to adjourn,
421 in favor signify by saying aye.

23

24 BOARD MEMBERS: (In unison) Aye.

25

26 MR. HUNTINGTON: All opposed same sign?

27

28 MR. SIMON: I oppose.

29

30 MR. HUNTINGTON: Okay. Adjourned (ph).

31

32 (Off record)

33

34 (END OF PROCEEDINGS)

35

36 * * * * % *
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