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44

1 PROCEEDINGS

2

3 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Good morning. I'd like to call
#he meeting back to order. First of all we'd like to have some
announcements. Do you have any announcements?

6

7 MR. MATHEWS : Yes, Mr. Chairman, I do have an
&nnouncement. In front of you you have a map, if Angela would

Bold it up, and there's also a large version on the wall of that
$8me map. That is a map of Region 6, it's kind of a draft map
fight now. If you have time during the meeting, take a look at
12 and look at it for its accuracy and any other additions or
t3rrections you would like.

14

15 You can make the corrections on you smaller version map
&6 up on the large map. If you make it on the large map I would
t&commend that you get a hold of Terri Edwards, so she notes it
®8 the map somewhere so it's clear. That can include some of
tBe boundaries, river drainages. And lot of the communities
Phat are listed on there no longer exist, so I Jjust wanted to
2&t you know that.

22

23 And then there's a sign up sheet for the public on the
2éunter there and I believe it's not running lavender for today.
2Beople need to sign in so we have an accurate record of who's
dttending and it also assists the Court Reporter or Recorder in

RiAiowing the right, correct spelling for the transcript. And
2HBat's all the announcements I have.

29

30 We will be getting a update sometime this morning on

ybur request of what transpired with the Subsistence Resource
B2mmission appointments and recommended appointment from your
B3uncil and that'll be in sometime this morning. And I have
8éme additional items when we get to new business from agency
Béports that I'll bring up at that time. And that's it, Mr.
GBhairman.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I had one because Hollis
d8lled me. As you know he turned back to Denali Park. He's
§6ing to try it again today, I guess, but he called me this
#drning 'cause I'm on that Commission and Steve Eluska was
dppointed by the State, so that letter was dealt with. He said
B8 could find out on the other, but I guess you got a request
44, too.

45

46 MR. MATHEWS: Right. Sandy with the Park Service 1is
§ding to Dbe <calling their headquarters and getting that
48formation, so we'll have that later this morning, an update on
4Bhat.
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MR. COLLINS: Okay.

SN

MR. MATHEWS: And I don't know if there was any other
bssues that Hollis had, but I think if he did he would have
6onveyed it to you.

7

8 MR. COLLINS: I do, I have some other ones. When we
get down to reports, 1f he's not here, then I could mention
tBem. He had four items.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, I think we have some people
tBat'll be leaving on the plane this morning that want to make a
féw statements, so I guess we'll open the floor for that.

G&orge.

16

17 MR. YASKA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I apologize for
l8aving early. I'm getting the flu and running down pretty
h8rd. And incidently, Mr. Collins, the -- I'm not sure if the

£Qight, they'll be able to fly towards Fairbanks, they had a
£1light just go to Fairbanks and it turned around.

22

23 MR. COLLINS: Okay. Yeah, he said he would try but he
dddn't know.

25

26 MR. YASKA: Three 1issues concerning subsistence within
@MU 21 (E). Another issue here around the McGrath region towards
B8g River and the game management unit escapes me for the
A8ment, 19 (D). And another issue surrounding fire management
38d 810 evaluations from the Federal agencies.

31

32 I'll start with Game Management Unit 21(E), Federal
p8blic lands within the Innoko Drainage. The numbers have been
fd4irly low for the past couple of years. As you might be aware

Bhere was a flood three, four years ago, I don't remember
Bbecisely, within the Innoko Drainage. Or very high waters, I'm
B3t really sure 1if we could call it a flood, but very high
®8ters. And a lot of the game seemed to move around and perhaps
38t of the region.

40

41 Success rate during the hunting season Dby local
#2sidents has been very low. We've also seem to have seen much
#B3re unreported harvest outside of the season. People are
gdmply trying to catch up, they haven't been able to compete
w811 within the local season. And have had to catch up -- play
é6tch up for the subsistence after the season 1is over. And
édnsequently this goes as unreported harvest.

48

49 I think we need to begin to address that very seriously
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here for the next fall moose hunting season. The counts are way
down, unreported harvest is way up and it's an issue that I've
Been hearing a lot more about in the last couple of years. And
just in the last month people have been very vocal about it with
the Tanana Chiefs, so I think we definitely have to look at
those number very hard and begin to talk about a Federal
Fubsistence only season on Federal public lands within GMU
81 (E) .

9

10 A similar situation, although probably not as hard,
¥ithin Game Management 19(D). I understand they have a
tdntrolled use area within this region. It's been helping out,
d3though the moose counts are very low. There's currently a
p#oposal in front of the Department of Fish & Game for wolf
tbntrol as a means to expand the moose population. However,

whether that goes forward or not and when it does will probably
¥3n't result in anything for nearly 10 years. And that doesn't
h&81lp the subsistence users in this region within 19(D) this year

0P next year or the next two or three years. They seem to be
g6ing a lot further and a lot longer to hunt.

21

22 I'll Jjust relate a personal experience. When I was

m3king about 10-15,000 a year 1living on the Kuskokwim at
Ahuathbaluk (ph) I could usually only afford to go out three of
£6ur days maximum, maybe five days. I know I could never afford
26 go out 20 days, I had to go out 20 days twice and to have to
Rint for 20 days is a very hard experience, you know, to spend
m8nies that were otherwise dedicated for other purposes. And
£Be economy is quite low around this region, 19(D), and I don't
BAink the subsistence users in this region or rural residents in
Bhis region can afford to do that. They appear to be hunting a
23t long.

33

34 The success rate, again, is going down. The discussion
Bhat I have been hearing from the rural residents within this
Bégion, outside of McGrath, and some residents in McGrath are an
8¥%pansion of the controlled use area. They'd like to talk
d88ain, though, about a subsistence only season. I think first
BRey'd like to review what's possible under the expansion of the
ébntrolled use area.

41

42 And on the last issue the Fire Management Plans put out
4Be -- rather the fire protection areas proposed by the U.S.
Fdsh & Wildlife Service, State of Alaska and the Bureau of Land
Management and the village and regional Native corporations. I
4hink you have to go and under much more extensive review for
gllbsistence purposes. The Federal law in ANILCA requires an 810

é8%aluation. Or very roughly and simply put what are the effects
48 subsistence of these plans?
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1

2 Depending on the severity of the fire and on what's in
Bhe country a fire could take out a trap line, could reduce the
#oose numbers. If there were caribou 1in the region, lichen
Wwould burn, become not as hospitable for caribou as it was
before. Could lose many trees for logging purposes. Birch for
Making sleds and snowshoes. The effects seem to multiply fairly

uickly and again depending on the severity of the fire.

9

10 And it's not very clear how this Council could relate
this to the Federal agencies and the State agencies. But the
F2deral agencies currently do not now make an 810 evaluation for
f3re protection zones. Much of the lands now are going into
l4mited protection, what's commonly referred to Lit Burn, the
Lht Burn Policy.

16

17 There doesn't appear to be a good deal of consideration
8ven towards the effects on subsistence uses as a result of the
f9re protection areas. And, again, I don't have any definite

28commendation because I'm not exactly sure what to do about it.
2The Federal agencies haven't considered implementing the 810
g%aluations for fire protection areas. I suggest that -- I
28commend that you speak with the Federal agencies here and they
2éuld, perhaps, relate best how they would respond to that.

25

26 That's all I have, Mr. Chairman.
27
28 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you, George. Is there any

g@festions from the Board? From the audience? Thanks, George.
B8ve a good trip back.

31

32 MR. YASKA: Okay.

33

34 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Now, I think the next on our

dgenda we'll go down to the annual report to the Federal
36bsistence Board, status of the '93 report.

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that's under Tab 6.
B8t in case we really get into the annual report I'd kind of
4flke to jump ahead there to B there to make sure I get that
ddldressed, under 2b, Adequacy of geographical representation on
€2uncil. The Federal Subsistence Board needs kind of input from

4Re Councils -= their feeling about the geographical
#épresentation.
45 What's precipitating this 1s two Councils, one 1is

g6éutheast, I can't remember the other one, are asking for
ddditional seats and they're requesting additional seats because
#Bey feel certain areas in their region are not getting
#8presented. The Board didn't want to act on those requests
50
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fintil they had talked to all the Councils about their feelings
dbout adequacy of representation in their Council, so I need
8ome kind of direction from the Council. If you feel the
present makeup of the Council, i.e., nine members is adequate
and that the region is being adequately represented. And then
we'll get into the annual report. That could be part of the
dnnual report.

8

9 Based on past records I'm not sure where the Council
$8ands on an annual report. So first if you could give me some
lhput on the geographical representation and we could
1RAcorporate that into doing an annual report. If you're not
&3ing to do an annual report then I'll carry that information to
the Board separately of the report.

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: There was a couple of Councils
tHat wanted more Council members on their Council or .....

18

19 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, Southeast was one and maybe somebody
2lse remembers, I don't remember what other region.

21

22 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Kodiak/Aleutian.

gi MR. MATHEWS: What?

gg MS. EDWARDS: Kodiak/Aleutian.

g; MR. MATHEWS: Yeah, Kodiak/Aleutians at their last

M8eting i1s requesting that they be split into to regions, so --
3 vyou're comfortable with the way it 1s now, then there's
Béally no action to take, but if you feel that representation is
82t to the level that you would desire to perform your task this
®3uld be a time to discuss that.

34

35 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, it seems to me 1in our
déscussion last spring we touched on this somewhat. We were
B8d1lking about Aniak not being represented. We were a little bit
p8luctant to have somebody brought in from there. We saw the
38ed for that area, but we felt it would diminish the other
dfteas. And I know there was a question raised could we increase
hémbers. And I don't know what others thought about that, but I
4Hought we had expressed, at that time, that maybe one way to do
4Bat would be to increase the number. You'd probably have to do
44 by twos to keep the odd number.

45

46 MR. MATHEWS: And you do have a member now that is from
Afliak.

48

49 MR. COLLINS: Right, but we had to take -- give up one
50
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df the other areas that was represented in order to do that.
2

3 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, the makeup of the Council
#egions right now, 1t seems like it's pretty good right now,
&xcept maybe -- well, Southeast has 13 members already and

Bodiak has seven members and maybe the should just add a couple
More seats to the region.

8

9 MR. MATHEWS: The real question 1s not numbers, it's
df8equacy of information getting into the Council to perform its
diities. If it can be done with seven then it fine, if they --
$3utheast, I worked in Southeast, as you know, they're more
18o0lated because of the water systems and et cetera, so -- but,
¥éu know, 1it's your chance to ask on it. I don't know exactly

héw well additional members will be received by the Board, but
i6's your chance to let them know if you desire more members or
1% you desire some other way of addressing representation.

18

19 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't have any problem with
£Ris right now.

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: I'll just move back, then, to the annual

28port directly, then, if there's no more discussion about that.
24

25 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: I have a question, Mr. Chairman.

26

27 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

28

29 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Is there going to come a time in the

BQture where we could appoint two alternates, besides the nine
Bémbers? Like, for instance, say Aniak is not represented, had
BHey had an alternate in Aniak we could have gotten someone else

B&re. Like one from the north and one from the -- farthest
A4érth and farthest south in the region. Alternate people to
B&ke part in the meetings so they will get representation. Is
Bhere a time that'll happen?

37

38 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I've never heard anything on 1it,

Bt that sounds like a good idea 'cause most committees and
é6uncil members usually have an alternate and I don't think that
dhere's been much discussion on that yet, but it sounds like a

g42od idea.
43
44 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I don't -- and I'll hope

§bmeone else in the crowd can verify this, I don't think there's
4h option for alternates within the system as it stands now.
¥3u're mirroring the Local Advisory Committee system where you
é8uld have a alternate for X community. You are representing a
#8gion. Excuse me, representing an area within a region, so you
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tould make a recommendation to have alternates available, that
2s someone 1is 1ll or whatever and could not attend that the
dlternate would attend. But I don't know, I haven't dug into
#his enough to know if that option even exists. That doesn't
hean you don't have to take action if there's no option.

6

7 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there anyway that we can maybe
8et the Federal Board know our wish or intention?

9

10 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, you could draft a resolution or a
técommendation under this adequacy of geographical
t@presentation that you would want an alternate system
@é3tablished. And then give us some direction if you have ideas
®4 how to establish that. I'm just not sure that mechanism
ékists right now, but let's -- my philosophy is with any
d@visory group 1is go ahead and do your action, we'll find out
ldter if it falls within your purview or is available. Not to
t8strict at this juncture because I don't have all the data.

19

20 So it's up to you. It would make -- if I could say
hat, it would make my 1life a 1lot easier, too, if we had
d2ternates because at times people's schedules change so rapidly
28 would be easier to be tracking an additional person incase
Phat one falls out and then the alternate and the standing
mémber would have to communicate quite well so they would know
@What each other would have said at the meeting.

27

28 So you have the option of a resolution or
28commendation if you'd like to take that.

30

31 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: What do you think on that? Write
8P a resolution later on or .....

33

34 MR. COLLINS: I can see some merit in that. I guess

8he way it could work is if you had two that were kind of at
R&rge, but that they would be chosen for geographic spread so
BHat they would not be backing up an individual member, but they
®8uld come from an area that was kind of the weakest in ours and
BBen when members cannot come, at that meeting they would be
B@ought in. It would help establish quorum and -- like now,
dhere's five of us here and we're talking about this whole huge
d?ea, trying to decide on annual report. And if we had people
é8me 1in, even though it wasn't, let's say, another person from
Adiak because then that would -- suppose he's here, but there's
dhother area that's not represented, but if they came from areas
#hat were not represented then, at least, we would be getting
B&tter of the area.

48

49 MR. MATHEWS: And I need to note that those alternates,
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



51

I would assume, would have to go through the
Aomination/appointment process, so it would have to go through
Bhat and they would go through that panel review and et cetera.
4

5 MR. COLLINS: I would guess that they would be able to
éttend or have the options of attending most meeting because at
Most meetings somebody's going to have an absence that they
B8an't make it, so that would mean that we would keep in seven --
9ou see what I mean? They're not representing one person, but
they would be called in if somebody else can't make it and would
Give us a chance of having seven instead of five at this
h2eting, let's say, 1f there had been two alternates who could
tBme.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: But they would be pretty much assigned to
316 to make it simple for discussion, they would be assigned to,
1ike, half the region, per se, and the second one would be
dflother half of the region, something like that?

%8 MR. COLLINS: Right.

g% MR. MATHEWS: It's up to the Council, Mr. Chair, to
dd8cide if you want to .....

gg MR. COLLINS: It's just an idea.

gs MR. MATHEWS: I'm heavily influenced by the State's

8%stem since that's where my experience comes from, but is --
d%ternates make life a lot easier for the administration and it
3Ppears to be they work quite well for maintaining the flow of
Fhformation.

32

33 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

34

35 MR. COLLINS: I could see it as also a training

8gperience for somebody who would become a full-fledged member
®Hen there's an opening then, something like that. If they've
B8en an alternate, maybe they've only attended one meeting,
88mething like that, but then when openings come up they might
B8 given a regular appoint, there would be some other alternates
#hat would be Dbrought in and be gaining some experience or

édnnection. Well, it's an idea.
43
44 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I'll take the opportunity,

48's just a very new idea that's in my mind that has not gone
Béyond that, but I've been exploring with the State, when I
Wwdrked for the State, and now I'm exploring with the Federal
§gstem of having an apprenticeship program. That Council
#weémbers that so desired would have a young adult be apprentice
50
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to them through a school system and incorporate within the
8chool because I see that we need to start expanding our pool of
Potential people.

4

5 In my experience with the different bureaucracies we
tend to get more paper oriented as we proceed and so we need to
Bring the youth along with that 'cause they'll be the future

Beaders. So I'm Jjust bringing that up as something that
Bopefully I'll be able to get some level of approval and come
b8ck to you about. But that, again, addresses the need for
ttaining additional people to fill in during a term and then
d2so0 developing people for future filling in -- future seats.

13

14 So I'm kind of getting an indication you're close to

hédybe drafting a resolution or why don't we «call it a
técommendation on this adequacy. Is that a fair assessment that
Y¥3u're wanting to recommend to the Board to have alternates?

18

19 MR. COLLINS: What do you think? I don't want to put
@Brds in your mouth.

21

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, that sounds 1like a good
2dea. I don't know what would hold more water, recommendation
% a resolution.

25

26 MR. MATHEWS: Well, I think since the Board was asking
adBout adequacy of representation, I think we'll just call it a
28commendation. Whatever it is called it's still going to have

£Be same impact, you're telling the decision makers on this that
$6u would like alternates and then we need to flush that out
8dme more. It would be cleaner for the record if we went
BRrough the, you know, motion and second it, so it's clear to
8%erybody that the Council, as a body, discussed this and
84pported the idea.

35

36 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think a motion is in order.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: I'd like to hear from the other members

B8w they feel. I'm willing to make a motion, do you think it's
40good ideas to have alternates?

41

42 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think it's a good idea.

43

44 MR. COLLINS: I was just looking now and we have one at

Ablakaket and Wiseman and then Koyukuk, but the whole Koyukuk
BHver, Hughes/Huslia, which is a huge area in there there's
Adbody from that area now and won't be for another vyear. And
4HBen we go from Koyukuk all the way down to Grayling and because
4Be Kaltag seat was not filled that's quite a long area there,
50
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too, so there are areas that we don't hear from.

2

3 MR. MATHEWS: Also, Mr. Chairman, 1t needs to be noted
#hat, you know, it's based on nominations and I would encourage
Bhe Council members to, you know, if you know of people in that
érea that are interested to apply 'cause then they'll -- if this
Becomes a positive action through the Board then there would be
8 pool of candidates to pull from and represent those areas.
9'd have to defer to David James to know how many applications
%6 had, 1f we need it, but I'm not sure 1it's needed at this
time.

12

13 But this is a new process, I'm not sure how many people
téally know about getting nominated and all of that. And so we
dbh1 need to work more on that to make sure that those that are
lfterested nominate (sic), not that they're elected by the
T¥ibal Council or appointed by the Village Council.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: Let me make a motion, then we can discuss
£Re motion. I move that we draft a resolution recommending a
8¥stem where there would be two alternates appointed in addition
28 our nine members, who would fill in in the absence of some
2Be regular members.

24

25 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion on the floor to assess
86me set up for alternate Council members.

27

28 MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: Second.

29

30 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Second. Questions? It's Dbeen

Bbved and second to set up a system where we can have alternate
Bémbers. All in favor signify by saying aye.

33

34 IN UNISON: Aye.

35

36 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

37

38 (No opposing responses)

39

40 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion passed.

41

42 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, Mr. Chairman, I'll go back to the

d8nual report section and that's under Tab 6 of your book. And
44m leaning or looking for a direction from you on how to
pboceed, but essentially I'll go over the section there so it's
ébear to everybody what the annual report is set up to do and
4Hen we'll get into your status of your last report and then
WwHBere you'd like to go from there.

49
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1 This section here, under Tab 6, I put together and it
Basically gives you Section 805 that deals with the preparation
8f an annual report to the Secretary. And the annual report
ghall contain:

5

B(i) an didentification of current and anticipated subsistence
7 uses of fish and wildlife ©populations within the
8 region;

9ii) an evaluation of current and anticipated subsistence needs
10 for fish and wildlife populations within the region;
11iii) a recommended strategy for the management of fish and
12 wildlife populations within the region to accommodate
13 such subsistence uses and needs; and

14v) recommendations concerning policies, standards guidelines,
15 and regulations to implement the strategy."

16

17 I just kind of summarized the key points of the annual

t8port and that's identification of uses; evaluation of needs;
t8commendation of strategy or design for management; and then
28commendation on guidelines. I also pointed out important
pdints to remember. The audience of the annual report is the
P2deral Subsistence Board and in general the entire Federal
383bsistence Management Program.

24

25 In my opinion that annual report may be reviewed as a
2éport card on subsistence programming, including Regional
R@visory Council system. The annual is a means outside Subpart

D8 process to document existing conditions, needs and concerns.
?Be annual report can provide directions and guidelines for
BOture Council members.

31

32 And then your copy of your annual report for 1993 is
®3thin that tabbed area. My understanding the annual report,
$éu have not received a reply from the Federal Subsistence Board
38h your annual report and I'm not sure where that reply -- the
déte or the timing of that reply. So right now your '93 report,
®Hich 1is there, has not received a reply from the Federal
3fibsistence Program.

39

40 For the new member and others you may want to turn back
4d Tab 3, sorry to keep you bouncing around here, but I want to
#adke sure I get across what you had done in the past. In Tab 3
#Bere's that letter we talked about that was a summary of your
4éleconference on May 19th. I can read it into the record, the
paragraph that I want you to note, but it's the last paragraph
éh that page there that gives me indications that you have some
édncerns about the use of the annual report or its need. So I
wB8uld encourage you to read that last paragraph on the letter
d8ted May 31st, 1if everyone has it or else I can read it into
50
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the record.

2

3 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if we have any
éstimate on how long it'll take us to go through the rest of our
business today. The reason I say that is it looks like we could
6chedule at this meeting a block of time of a couple of hours,
gay we finish the regular business, where we could -- a report
8s written better in a kind of a workshop atmosphere and we
®ould have, then, the discussion of all of the business we're
déaling with there and have a little better ideal maybe what

1%sues come up or what things that we could put in. Like,
f2agging things where needs are not being met or where
dfticipated needs are. If we try to generate a report right

héw, I don't know that I'm ready to do that myself, but there
h8y be some things come up throughout the meeting that we feel
3bhould go down into this. That's one thought.

17

18 MR. MATHEWS: Also another option, you can have a
$8bcommittee that I could work closely with at this meeting or
B¢ phone or something like that and then run it by the full
gbuncil via mail and, 1f my memory serves me correctly, with
Pdstern Interior, I hope I got it right, it's 1in my notes
£Bough, that the agreement was that I'll draft a, jokingly, a
féur volume report and ship it to them and if I hear nothing

@whthin seven days, I'm taking that as approval. Otherwise we
2hd up dragging this on.

27

28 They're used to be a deadline, and I'm not sure how
£9rm that is, of November 15th on the annual report. Don't look
38 that because that -- I'm not concerned about that because if

Bhat's the case then we'll have to make adjustments elsewhere.
BHe main thing that I think is before you is do you want an
d8nual report and the second phase of that is how do you want to
8éme to some idea of what you want in that annual report.

35

36 And then vyou'll, hopefully, be getting some direction.
37 wish I could say you will be getting direction on your last
B8port, but I have conflicting information on that, so I'm just
G8ing to say I don't know what's going to happen on your last

#8port.

41

42 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, I think Ray had a good
#8commendation for, maybe, a short discussion on it after we get
#Arough with most of this other stuff. We can come back to it
ahd .....

46

47 MR. MATHEWS: Is that the wishes of the Council that

w8'll put it as the 1last item before you set the meeting
48cation for the next meeting?
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% CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: If there are no objections.

2 MR. MATHEWS: Is that the wishes?

Z MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Sounds good.

g CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, that sounds okay.

%O MR. MATHEWS: Okay, Mr. Chairman, I can proceed then.
Ilm kind of your show for today for a while. We can move on to

E2 which is status of navigable waters and fisheries management,
18 you'd like.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, that sounds okay.

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, Mr. Chairman. Now, first off I'm
m8t a lawyer, so I'm going to go over this in my interpretation
©8 the situation. There's the -- I don't know where to begin
@wth it, there's quite a -- there's several lawsuits that are

it there and I think I'll just kind of review them to give you
a#d idea and that will trigger any type of questions, I hope.
R3d then I'll try to answer those questions.

24

25 Okay, there's the case called the Katie John case,
which 1is consolidated with another case concerning Secretary
Bdbbitt and in the case and the consolidation there are a couple
B8 issues there. There is the who issue and the where issue.

29

30 The who issue -- well, okay, with that court case the
®ho issue the court ruled the Federal Government has authority
3r day-to-day management of subsistence uses. The State has

d8gued that Title VIII does not grant that authority for day-
Bé-day management activity, such as setting seasons, harvest
Ebhbmits, methods and means.

36
37 There are two where issues and hopefully I'll get these
38rrect. The where 1 issues is whether Title VIII subsistence

BPiority applies to subsistence fishing in navigable waters.
THhe judge ruled on that that for the purposes of Title VIII
Advigable waters are public lands, thus subsistence priorities
dpply. However, the court's decision has been stayed while it's
dppealed in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. To my knowledge
#he Ninth Circuit Court may take action some time by the end of
#his year, but that's not for sure.

46
477 Let me see what else we have here on that. Okay, that
pBetty much covers the where 1 and the where 2 and the who
glestion. Then we have a lawsuit, the Quinhagak litigation
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#%hich has the -- I'm not doing this well, I've lost my notes,
But essentially the Quinhagak case has to deal with subsistence
Bishing for rainbow trout in navigable waters and the court has
denied the request. The villages have appealed to the District
Gourt and the Ninth Circuit Court has reversed the District
Gourt's decision and the issue has returned to District Court,
g0 that's again dealing with navigable waters.

8

9 The other Council asked, and I Dbelieve 1it's on the
dgenda later, I'm almost positive it is, so I could cover it
mow, if you'd like, which is an update on the NARC Petition,
¥Hich stands for the Northwest Arctic Regional Council Petition
add others involved in the petition. If you'd like me to kind
®f cover the NARC Petition.

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, go ahead.

17

18 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. Let me see if I gave you. I
dpologize, I'm still -- I now -- when you put together two of
Phese for two regions it's hard to remember which one has what.
2lnder Tab 7 you have -- yes, you have the last page under Tab 7

d2letter concerning the NARC Petition and essentially:

23

24 "The NARC Petition requests the Secretaries of the
2hterior and Agriculture to promulgate an interpretive
2égulation to the effect that:

27

28the Federal Government has the authority to regulate hunting
29 and fishing on non-public lands if such uses
30 interfere with subsistence wuses on public
31 lands, and

32

33selected but not yet conveyed lands are within the purview of
34 the subsistence priority."

35

36 Essentially what's going to happen with the two issues

BHat are contained within that petition is there's going to be a
B8deral Register, no date has been set, that will go out asking
88r comments on those two areas and there's no date, that I know
66, for when the Federal Register will come out dealing with the
HARC Petition.

42

43 Now, the NARC Petition ends up asking the question of
#he where 3 issues because it addresses Native selected lands,
Bt not conveyed. You have the who question the where 1, where
26and where 3. The reason I bring up these terms is because is
42 these proceed and are covered in the media and that, there'll
p8obably be using this where 1, where 2, where 3 terminology.

49
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1 And with that and not being an attorney that's pretty
fluch the fisheries management litigation. And you have the
Better in front of you that covers a bit more of it. As far as
#he planning aspect, the Board charged the Office of Subsistence
Hanagement to come up with a contingency plan for managing
fisheries. That plan is in the process of being reviewed and so
e have a plan in draft form of how we would proceed in case the
8isheries did become underneath Federal Jjurisdiction.

9

10 And 1if there's any questions on that I'll try to answer
them with assistance from members of my team and others.
E8sentially everyone 1is waiting to see what the Ninth Circuit
C3urt does.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So by the end of the year we
théght have some kind of an answer on that, huh?

17

18 MR. MATHEWS: When the Ninth Circuit Court does its

@l€cision it should be front page and then we'll probably have
28formation distributed if it activates that the Federal
@bvernment has Jjurisdiction, 1if it agrees to that. Then, I
@wduld assume that we would have some kind of a document
28plaining what the Court did. And then I would think down the
2éad, I'm just guessing here, but I think the Council system
@buld have to be restructured. Something would have to be done,
a6 least, as far as number of meetings, if not as far as
?&presentations. And I'm guessing on that, but I would assume
£Bere would be some restructuring of that because you would be
d@aling with all the fisheries issues.

30

31 MR. COLLINS: Question, Mr. Chairman. If the issue is
B@solved on the navigable waters that would clear up this
B3undary line dispute we were having before, 1is that zright?
B4ght now the State 1is considered to have Jjurisdiction on
Aavigable, so on Federal lands you have to hunt above the high
®éter mark and so on?

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, correct.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Now, if the court upholds this that this

ddes fall under Federal then that issue would be resolved then
#Bat they could hunt on the shore as well as above the high
w3dter mark, is that true? Plus the fact that, then, on State
44nds, I guess the whole corridor up to high water mark would
Abw become Federal?

46

477 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Under Federal.

48

49 MR. COLLINS: Under Federal management, but what would
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



59

happen in terms of seasons? I'm trying to figure out what the
2mpact 1s going to be on the actual subsistence hunters. As
®ell as fish, I'm thinking how this is going to apply on game or
does 1t?

5
6 MR. MATHEWS: I know that you, at your last meeting,
@discussed quite a bit on the ordinary high water mark. I'm

§oing to defer to someone else on that because I've mainly
focused on the navigable water issues and the high tide issues,
b8cause of my experience in Southeast, so the ordinary high
water mark I can barely pronounce, so I'd have to defer to
&@meone else on staff to see, but I would guess that if it went
tBrough positive in Ninth Circuit Court that would -- there
wéuld not be this sliver of season, but maybe the State would
#&nt to comment on that, there would not be this sliver of land
that would have a different season if there was a different one
bl State regs for that area, but maybe the State would want to
d8scuss that or someone else that's present.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

21

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, we have someone in the
dfidience.

24

25 MR. MORRISON: No, Mr. Chairman, I have no comment on
2hat. I would have to defer to the Attorney General's office to
2@me up with their interpretation on that.

28

29 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay.

30

31 MR. MATHEWS: It'll obviously be brought up if it goes

83 the positive. I think the State would make a strong stand on
BBat that they would still have Jjurisdiction on the ordinary
B4gh water mark area. The water would be cleared up.

35

36 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

37

38 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: So the focus has Dbeen mainly on the

f#isheries questions, the management fisheries in the navigable
wdters, is that right?

43
44 MR. MATHEWS: No, there's been two focuses and that's
why I kind of stumbled around. There's been two focuses, one

ébviously been fisheries because the fish that are a strong
dfiderpinning of a subsistence economy is threatened by other
d8Bes. So there's been strong push for that, but there's also
#wéntion of in the relationship to migratory caribou that the
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dffect of outside Federal 1lands affects what opportunity or
gxposure to those populations within Federal lands.

3

4 And then the Native selected but not conveyed lands is
8lso addressing that concern there. Because as you know the
6onvey -- but not conveyed -- what's 1in somewhat of a limbo
gtate, once 1it's conveyed it's considered private lands then
8t's underneath State Jjurisdiction. So there -- Dbasically
Bhere's movement by user groups, subsistence users, to expand
the jurisdiction of the Federal Subsistence Program beyond the
bdundaries of Federal lands.

12

13 And if I could speak freely, a manager would rather
mdnage based on the resources and what the resources need for
their development, habitat, harvest, et cetera, so essentially
péople are reflecting management prerogatives that you can't --
I7don't know of any moose that knows when they're on Federal
18nd or when they're on State land. And the caribou I'm pretty
$8re don't know either, so for the management of the herds and
PBpulations it's Dbest to have a united management. So
2%3sentially the subsistence users are saying the Federal system
8Bould expand out beyond land jurisdictions.

23

24 Anything else, Mr. Chairman? Those are fairly
2bportant issues there, but we're still waiting to have final
décisions on those by the courts.

27
28 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think we'll just have to wait a
29ttle longer on that. So we'll just have to get on with -- you

®8nt to start on the next one down, Operations Manual?
31

32 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I've passed out -- no,
¥3didn't, I'm sorry, I didn't. You received this earlier, at
$éur last meeting, it's a green covered one. We do have extra
8bpies if you do need to look at them.

36

37 At vyour last meeting my understanding was that you
B8bled it for later in the meeting and I'm not sure you brought
8P again. This is -- i1if we take the charter as defining who you

dfte and what you can do, this tells you how you can do what you
é3n do. And you may want to take a look at it and see. Pretty
#idlch, most of the Councils have already reviewed it and have

dadopted 1it. Or -- yes, at their last meeting, meaning other
#éeting in February and March of last year.

45

46 So I don't know where vyou stand. We've already

discussed the one issue of removal of members and in that
é8arified that 1t would be two meetings instead of three
éOnsecutive meetings. You may want to look at this -- I don't
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know how much you looked at it at your last meeting, Mr. Chair,

8o -- but essentially it is near, if not at a final stage.

3

4 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Is the organizational chart the
S5ame?

6

7 MR. MATHEWS: ©No, the new organizational chart is under
®ab 3. We have gone through a flattening of the organization,

Per say, so you have under Tab 2 this organizational chart. The
g@fifect the it has for vyou 1s essentially the regional
tbordinator used to report to branch chief, that branch chief
p@sition has Dbeen eliminated and the coordinator reports
dl3rectly to the division chief. Other than that there's been
&éme moving around of positions and throughout the
bbganizational chart there are no longer branch chiefs. So the
diefferent areas, like Fish & Wildlife, Social Sciences, Data
P¥ocessing report directly to the division chief.

18

19 I don't envision any of this affecting you directly,
PGt I Jjust wanted to point out those are the major changes in
2hat and the following page gives you the phone numbers. We

Rdve moved, we have all new phone numbers, the 800 still exists,
@wBich is 800-478-1456, but if you wanted to get a hold of your
84aff person, Conrad, on the biological issues, his number is
25sted there. George Sherrod is up in Fairbanks now, and his
AGmber is listed there, so you can give them a call. But the
@r¥ganizational chart has changed in the Operations Manual.

28

29 And, for instances, like on Page 33 and 34, it gives
$6u a kind of schedule of showing you how things transpire and
Gives you an idea of events that are coming up as far as
d2tivities. And then on 34 is other activities. And I've
PBovided you under the last tab, Tab 10, the nomination process,
Bdnd of an organizational chart on that.

35

36 Mr. Chairman, on your -- I Jjust got an update on the
PHone numbers and it is critical because if you have questions
dBout biology or that it would best to bet a hold of Conrad
B&cause essentially if you ask me and I'm not real clear I'll
#0rn to him, so his is under Conrad Guenther in the first column
dhd his number is 786-3883, so you need to cross off that 2.
Afdd you can still reach him through the 800 number, but if for
48me reason you are calling the direct line to him.

44

45 And our office location has moved, if you're looking
#6r it in Anchorage. We are now over at the regional office for
Bégion 7, Fish & Wildlife Service, which is on Tudor Road. And

w8 encourage you if you're in town to stop by. But we have a
A8w office there, we're no longer on C Street.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Does it have a different phone
Aumber or the same phone number?

4

5 MR. MATHEWS: The 800 number is the same, but all the
bhew ones are here, they're all 786's.

7

8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay.

9

10 MR. MATHEWS: For that office, excuse me. The other
hiimbers that give you the other regional coordinators are at
tBReir location. For instance, John Andrew for YK Delta his
hdmber is listed there. And I should mention that your numbers
14 Fairbanks are still -- still exist, George Sherrod is using

that office for now and once the coordinator is selected and
that, those numbers will go directly to that coordinator.

17

18 We have not eliminated those numbers, so -- just right
héw, 1f you can remember, instead of calling the 800 number in
FP@irbanks which maybe the message will be recorded and then
2ransferred to me Anchorage would be to call the Anchorage
Almber directly wuntil +this position 1is filled as -- vyour
28ordinator position is filled. But if you forget to do that
dAd call the Fairbanks number George will answer it and field
¥6ur question to me or directly answer the question.

26

27 CHAIRMAN  HUNTINGTON: What's the status on the
28ordinator right now?

29

30 MR. MATHEWS: My understanding when I left the office

3% that the announcement for the position will go out next
Bdnth, hopefully early in the month. And the way it's been
83plained to me, from the date of announcement, in general, you
3éok at 12 weeks before someone is selected and then you add on
86 that as to -- you know, they may have other commitments that
dén't allow them to start, you know, two weeks or a month or
8@mething like that. So I'm envisioning February, but it could
B8 possible January, but it's unlikely.

39

40 And I would -encourage vyou to mention it to any
édndidates that you know of that would be interested to look for
#Hat announcement. It will be under a general announcement of
@8fice of Personnel Management, which means you don't have to be
44d in-service employee to apply for it, and encourage them to
apply. And you can get the information, once it's available,
#6om our office through that 800 number. And I don't have
@Fffice of Personnel's number, but you can obtain it that way.
BP8us I believe there'll be gquite a bit of work on getting that
4Aformation out throughout your region and the state for
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tandidates that may not be 1in the, vyou know, the large
Retropolis areas.

3

4 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. Is there any questions
bn the Operations Manual? Well, I guess that pretty well wraps
6t up, huh?

7

8 MR. MATHEWS: I'll take that to mean that you kind of
8pprove the Operations Manual and I'll kind of look to Dave or
$06meone else -- does this come up again; does this have a life
§pan, does anyone know on the Operation Manual?

12

13 MR. JAMES: I don't.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, I Jjust wanted to ask, 'cause

$6mething was telling me that it's up again in two years or
three years, so we'll see, but I think as you progress in your
d8tivities the issues that are not addressed in this manual will
hlve to be resolved and so I think it will be addressed through
@fher means and then eventually they'll be incorporated in the
Pperations Manual.

22

23 Okay, let's see where we are. We've just completed the
perations Manual and we didn't have any other old business.
M5. Chairman, it's either deal with Proposal 54 and 58 with
méose regulations in Units 19(A) and 21(E), which I would kind
¥ recommend since it's possible that Hollis might get 1in,
BH811is Twitchell. 1It's up to the Council to where they want to
BBoceed, if they want to get into those two proposals.

30

31 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Didn't we have someone that
#anted to comment on it?

33

34 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, yes and no. I mean, last

Ahght you mentioned, and maybe you need to reiterate for the
Bécord that if there's public present that want to testify at
3flytime all they need to do 1s get your attention and come
B8rward and can testify. Staff is ready, I see the State area
B%ologist here and your biologist and everyone else that's here,
461 you would like to proceed with 54 and 58.

41

42 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, we might as well go ahead
48d proceed with 54.

44

45 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, I'm going to turn it over to Conrad

G6enther, then, to handle that. And obviously you can call up
dflyone else if you want to deal with that. The only thing I
A8ed to point out to you and maybe I should just pass it out and
#Ben drop out of this is that Herman Morgan did send in comments
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dbn Proposal 54 and I'll pass them out, but I'll read them into
Phe record, so that those in the crowd that are involved with
Working through these proposals that they have the same
dnformation.

5

6 This are comments that were faxed to me -- well, it
doesn't matter when, I can't make out the date that clearly.
Bis comments are: Having two winter moose season might put too
fluch strain on the moose population. We need to think of the
fOQture, for future generations. Should change winter season for
thdose (both State and Federal and have only moose season in
January) for Russian Christmas. We need to a moose census in
bdBder to make rational decisions.

14

15 So you have his comment in front of you and that's all

Iochave to add. Oh, Mr. Chairman, there'll be a map that Conrad
%711 be speaking from that I'll pass around.

18
19 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, Council members, just to give
Y6u the history on this for the new Council member. This

Broposal was brought up last year in the proposal process, it
@Wds presented to this Council, and we're talking about Proposal

33, was presented to this Council. The Council passed the
R#oposal with a modification. I'll get into specifics on that
2h a moment. When it went to the Federal Subsistence Board

Phere was a realization made that it affected people who had cé&t
2 the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council area also, but it had not been
P8esented to that Council. The Federal Board, at that time,
déferred action until the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council could meet and
M8ke a decision on that.

31

32 Now, let me back up and I'll present the proposal and
BBen give you the additional history from when the
Ydkon-Kuskokwim Delta Council met at that time. This proposal
®&8s a request to change the moose season and the bag limit for
Bhait 19(A) moose. The proposal would have changed the bag limit
B¥om one moose, however antlerless moose may be taken from
J&nuary 1 through January 10th and February 1 through February
30th, to one bull. So the change would be from the season that
Abw exists in Federal regs, which was January and February, any
Bbose, to one bull during that period of time.

42

43 It would also have changed to open season dates from
géptember 5 through 25 to September 1 to 20. And the January 1
4hrough 10 season would have been eliminated. There 1is

é6rrently now not a November season under current Federal
#@gulations and it would have added a November season of
KH8vember 20th to 30 and it would have changed the current
B8deral season of February 1 to February 5 to February 1 to
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February 10.

2
3 Basically the proposal would have aligned Federal and
8tate seasons. When you met last fall or last spring regarding

this proposal you adopted the proposal with the modification
that antlerless moose could only be taken during the February 1
Zhrough February 10 season in that portion of Unit 19(A)
fipstream from, but not including the drainages of the Kolmakoff

Biver and the Holakuk River. And, of course, that excluded the
Lme Village area, which 1s under its own special management
régime.

12

13 Now, when the Federal Board met and realized that there

hdd been a mistake in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council not acting on
this proposal since it affected people that lived on the Lower
KGaskokwim River also. They requested that Yukon Council meet on
tHis. The Yukon Council met and they basically, at that time,
t8jected the proposal and said, no, we want to have a cow season
b8 the lower river, that's where our people hunt. We also want
26 continue to have a January 1 through 10 season. That season
@was originally established by the Federal Board to accommodate
B2ing able to harvest a moose during Russian Orthodox holidays.
23

24 So then the Board, in its summer's meeting, said since
Phere was not a concurrence between the two Councils, they
dérected the two Councils to try to have some kind of a joint
RAdeting and make a decision on this. Well, unfortunately that
RM8eting did not occur. At this last Council meeting on the YK
P8lta Council, the Council revisited this particular issue and
®hat they adopted is this -- I have the regulation here or the
Proposed regulation that they are passing on at this time.

32

33 They have accepted the change 1in season dates, the
3éptember seasons dates, they've also accepted the November
36ason. They accepted the February season dates and they

d6cepted your proposed amendment to eliminate cow harvest on
BHat lower section of the Kuskokwim. The only thing now that is
A8t 1in concurrence between your proposed regulation with the
3fendment and the Yukon Delta Council's recommendation is they
wlnt to retain that January 1 through 10 season. They felt it
wds important to retain that season to provide an opportunity
#3r people to harvest a moose for the Russian Orthodox holidays.
43

44 From a biological perspective, I can reiterate some of
4he information I presented last year, just to update you on it.
46've gone through and collected a 1lot more information on
pdtential harvest. And, again, I primarily Jjust have reported
BW8rvest data and only speculation on non-reported harvest data.
430 we do have a bias in the data because it is only reported.
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It's been estimated that, at least, during the September season
fhat as high as 65 percent of the harvest is not reported
Barvest of the local harvest through that area.

4

5 So, generally, in my estimates of what's going on, I
Gsually us about a -- I double the number of reported harvest
dnimals to give me some sort of a realistic figure of what the
8eal harvest is. The information I'll be giving you is actually
Bhe reported harvest, though, so you many want to speculate that
that number is possibly twice as big or a little bit more of the
dttual harvest.

12

13 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, real quickly for those that
héed to know, it's under Tab 8, the analysis that he's dealing
#%hth. And also the YK proposal is at the end of Tab 8.

16

17 MR. GUENTHER: Thank you.

18

19 The map that I gave you gives you an idea, also, of
@¥hat we are dealing with because we are only dealing with
Péderal land again. There is no Federal land that touches the
?22ver, the Kuskokwim River in that lower sections where there is
d3desire to restrict cow harvest during the winter season. It

@wéuld appear that the Federal lands that are north of the river
B&cause of their location are more difficult to get to and
Phere's very little or almost no harvest, reported harvest or
Br¥obably other harvest in the Federal 1lands north of the
Rfskokwim River.

29

30 On the Federal lands south of the Kuskokwim River, that
Bajor block of land on the left hand side of the page, right as
$2u get into Unit 19, that's -- most of that land 1is
¥3kon-Kuskokwim Delta National Wildlife Refuge. There 1is --
B4om what I can find out during winter access there's a lake
8§stem into there and people do get into there and there's some
Bérvest coming off of there.

37

38 You really do not have good information as to
8Pecifically what amount of the harvest occurs on those Federal
48nds and what does not. That's about the only area within all
6T 19 where there's substantial harvest off of Federal lands for
#hdose. Also there's caribou come up through that area and so
#Bere's caribou hunting down there, which may have some impact
é4 the take of moose, but we're not certain of that.

45

46 By the way, the numbers on your map are related to --
#lle State has broken up all of the management units into the
g8bunits that they have numbered and so when reported harvest
éOme 1in, by the location, they are written the reported harvest
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form, they put them into those units. There's somewhat helpful
and I have 10 years of reported harvest data relative to those
gnits, i1f you're interested in it. Unless you have a particular
dnterest, though, I'll try to Jjust summarize it and go from
Ehere.

6

7 So that's what those number refer to and we have
Bpecific harvest data for a period of 10 years related to each
ne of those numbers. Most of the harvest during the winter
that occurs by people located in Unit 18 on the Kuskokwim River
dldwn in Unit 18 occurs in the first unit to the south side of
the river. A majority of the reported harvest for the winter
$8ason that occurs by residents of Unit 19 occurs on the -- up
pdst that area and probably very little of it occurs, if any, on
F&deral land.

16
17 It appears there have not Dbeen specific moose survey
t8nducted in that area. The State biologist may have some

d8ditional information to add to this when I'm finished, but
£here haven't been specific moose surveys conducted on this area
@é're talking about on the Lower Kuskokwim that are comparable
f?2om one year to the nest. So most of the information we have
28 incidental or casual observation type of data. It would
dppear that the moose population is moderate in that area and
2hat there may be a slight growth occurring in the moose
Pépulations in that area.

27
28 Winter harvest over that area is relatively small, it's
BBobably not significant to the overall harvest. The overall

B@rvest, the total harvest for all of that area generally,
Béported harvest again, 1s somewhere in the vicinity of 150 to
320 animals with the low harvest in the last five years being
388 animals. And, again, this is reported harvest. And this is
Bétal harvest for the fall and the winter season. The winter
Barvest 1s a percentage of that and it's been wvariable, but
Génerally we're talking about a small number of animals,
Bdssibly as many as 20 animals or so during the winter harvest.
38

39 In that first area where the majority of Federal land
608curs on the left hand side of your map, on the National
Wildlife Refuge land, 10 years of reported harvest data would
d4Adicate that we have a reported harvest of approximately 24
#3ose in 10 years. So even 1f we double that number we're
441king about 50 moose in 10 years, so we're talking about five
hbose a year in that subunit, that minor unit, on Federal lands,
p6ssibly, if all the harvest occurred on Federal lands.

47

48 And, again, at this point the only deviation we have
B8tween what the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta has passed and vyour
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proposals is that January 1 through 10 season. Now, as far as
Zeported harvest during that January 1 through 10 season, that
Begulation for the January season has been in effect, I believe,
#his is the third vyear. We've got a reported harvest of one
moose, I have some indication their may be one other moose that
was harvested that's non-reported. There could be significantly
More moose harvested that are not reported during that period
8nd I do not have that information. But it would appear that
Bhe harvest is fairly small during that period of time.

10

11 I can answer questions if you have questions. I have
13ts and lots of information, but most of it is not directly
p8rtinent to, I think, the decision you're making now.

14

15 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I've got a question. If we
wént with their recommendations they would end up with three
¥inter seasons? November, January and February 1 through 10.

18

19 MR. GUENTHER: Yes.
20
21 MR. COLLINS: Did they discuss at their meeting at all

£2ading that January for either of the other winter seasons?

23

24 MR. GUENTHER: No, not really. Earlier the discussion
Bad been that the November season was not a season that they
félt was viable option. And the reason they felt for that is
B&cause the snow conditions and ice conditions were not safe for
@W8nter travel. In fact, at their earlier meeting they brought
Ap the safety factor for the November season for the major
B8ason they rejected it initially. They said, the people that
ddé travel, it's a risk to them because there's lots of open
Bdter and thin ice. And, of course, the river is frozen up at
BBat point and so you -- boat travel is out of the questions for
Bést years, at least. So they felt that basically a November
86ason was a moot point as far as they were concerned.

36

37 Looking at harvest data, and I have actually villages
88 -- this 1is again reported harvest and I have villages of
B8sidents for where people 1lived when they took moose in
KHOvember. The November harvest is nearly exclusively, with one
6t two exceptions, a harvest by the residents of Unit 19,
Basically Aniak and some from Kalskag. It would appear that
pBobably people are getting out in the more immediate wvicinity
d4ound their village at that time because of travel conditions
4hd occasionally taking a moose. The reported harvest, at
4éast, 1is very small. For a 10 year harvest it's very, very
gMall. Like half a page, I think there was something like maybe
48 moose. And I could go back and tell you exactly, but it was
49very small number over 10 years during a November season.
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1

2 That's about -- I have -- again, you know, I can answer
More questions relative to that if you want, but that's it in a
Autshell.

5

6 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I have a question. How long has
Zhe November season been in effect?

8

9 MR. GUENTHER: I really can't answer that specifically.
1@e eliminated the November season two or three years ago when
the Board acted on setting up that January season. The

1Adividual that came 1in and testified was a resident, and I
t38n't remember which community, came in and testified requesting
d4January season. At that time the Federal Board basically was
bpposed to it, but with continued discussion from the individual
16 the individual said that he felt that local people would be
¥71ling to give up the November season for the January season.
A8d so the Board agreed that that was a viable option.

19

20 The State did have a November season at that time and I
2éally don't know how long it was prior to that. Possibly Jack
23uld tell you that specifically.

23

24 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, that was November
26th through November 30 on .....

26

27 COURT REPORTER: Excuse me, please.

28

29 MR. WHITMAN: Just to answer that question, Mr.
Bhairman. For the record, I'm Jack Whitman with Alaska

Bépartment of Fish & Game, it was November 20th through November
38th, so an 11 day season in 1980.

33

34 MR. COLLINS: Has that been eliminated? Is that still
3h? So that two State seasons then?

36

37 MR. WHITMAN: Yes.

38

39 MR. COLLINS: November and February.

40

41 MR. WHITMAN: The remainder of 19(A), this area in

d2scussion has a September 1 through 20 fall season, November
28th through November 30th and February 1 through 10.

44

45 MR. GUENTHER: So, Mr. Chair, in reality ever since the
dénuary season was put into place, several years ago in the
Bdderal Board, there has really been three winter seasons in
p8ace and there is right now.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



70

1 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Seems like too many season.
2
3 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, that's interesting. I wish that

Morgan was here, but again for the record, if this hasn't been
bead in, he said that having two winter moose season might put
oo much strain on moose. We need to think of the future for
Future generations. Should change the winter season for moose
gboth State and Federal and have only moose season in January) .
9So the representative from that area, and I assume he's been
18volved in discussion down there, would have recommended
téducing of those, but I don't know what his position is

f2lative to these issues. I don't know who he's speaking for.
%2 MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman.

%2 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Henry.

%; MR. DEACON: I got two questions on this time table,

téunt of moose taking and cow moose taking, but there's not that
88ys there's that many moose in that area, in Unit 19. And it's
Rard for me to say it's okay to hunt this year without those
Admbers. To make decisions on how much moose should be taken in
PBose areas without that number, because we're looking at
8émething that's for about -- you know, moose population. So
P2hose are the questions I have. And if we do have a moose
86ason 1in that Kuskokwim area, I cannot speak for, but cow
8&ason in winter that's not too wise to me.

28

29 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, and, Mr. Deacon, I guess the
d3fiswer I would have to give to that is we don't really have any
Béally good data on what the population is in that area. The

FAformation -- it would appear that the population is a moderate
PBpulation for the available habitat, probably could be a higher
Pépulation. It also appears that the population probably is
8%ightly growing.

36

37 Looking at harvest data, the actual number of hunters

38 the area, people coming into the area to hunt has declined
8%ightly during the last 10 year period, where the harvest has
#8mained relatively constant. We could infer from that that
féwer hunters are still taking the same number of moose, so that
wduld also tend to indicate that the moose population is, at

48ast, stable or growing slight. Again, this 1is an inference
4Ad it's not an absolute relative to that.

45

46 Again, Jack may have something that he would like to

4dd to that, but I think probably that's a fairly good picture
48 what we understand about the biology there.

49
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1 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I think Conrad has
done a good job of describing the situation down there. I think
Bis point that there's very little Federal land that's generally
Aunted, especially during the winter seasons, there's very
ittle winter hunting anyway, or at least winter harvest.
Beported harvests are considerably lower than suspected total

Harvests. The moose populations down there below the Kolmakoff
8nd Holakuk Drainages is quite a bit reduced over what is above
Bhose drainages. The habitat is not quite as good and moose
pOpulations are near as healthy.

11

12 As Conrad mention, too, I don't have a annual trend

¢3unt that I do down in that area, I do one farther up in the
Hélitna where the hunting pressure is quite bit higher. Most of
the harvest out of Subunit 19(A) comes out of the Holitna. But
déwn there in that lower area moose populations are quite a bit
l3wer. I think they are relatively low in comparison to the
d%ailable habitat. In other words, the habitat isn't as good as
hpstream areas, but it can handle much more moose than 1is
2Qrrently there.

21

22 With increased cow harvests, if this does lead to
28creased cow harvests, I think Herman Morgan has reiterated
d4so that that's probably not a good idea down there, there's a
Bbtential for higher moose populations. Increased taking of
26ws during the winter would probably negate the possibilities
% that population increasing to its capacity.

28

29 One other point. You had a question earlier on Herman
BOrgan's -- whether he was representing -- or who he was
Bépresenting, 1f he has discussed these things. We had a
B2eting, Fish & Game Advisory Council meeting in Sleetmute about
33 days ago and this was discussed. Herman is the chairman of
BBAat Fish & Game Advisory Committee and this issue was
dhscussed. One of the points that they brought up at that
Béeting, and I don't have the notes in front of me, but I do
B@member distinctly that they discussed the importance of no
Fficreases in cow moose harvests with the distinction of that
B81makoff and Holakuk Drainage being cut off. They didn't want
#0 see harvests of cow moose below that, downstream of that.

41

42 MR. COLLINS: And the Federal proposal that they
dpproved, they were going to eliminate the cow harvest, is that
#4ght? So they went along with .....

45

46 MR. GUENTHER: Yes, that's correct. They agreed to go
4Tong with eliminating cow harvest on that lower section of the
Z8ver.

49
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1 MR. COLLINS: But the State still allows 1it? There
@would have to be a proposal to change the State cow moose in the
Winter?

4

5 MR. WHITMAN: Let me check. The State regulation in
Bnit 19(A) says: that portion of the Kuskokwim River upstream
from, but not including the Kolmakoff and south of the Kuskokwim
Biver upstream, but not including the Holakuk. So the State
8oes make a distinction. One moose, however, antlerless moose

h8y only be taken during February 1 through February 10th season
ih that upstream area.

12
13 MR. COLLINS: Okay. So the early winter season they
td4n harv- -- 1it's a bulls only and the February one you're

dblowed to harvest cows. And the boundaries sounds like they're
is line with the way we proposed at our last meeting, which
#%#3uld be in line with the State using the Kolmakoff and those
b8her rivers.

19

20 MR. WHITMAN: Yes. And the current State regulations
Bélow the Kolmakoff and Holakuk there is no legal cow harvest
AAder State regulations.

23
24 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, to get this moving let me
make and motion and then we can discuss that to see. I would

R6ve that we recommend for the Federal season that the November
8&ason be eliminated and that that January 1 to 10 be instituted
d8d it be bulls only. And then they keep the February 1 to 10
28 Federal, too, but it would be a bulls only. I guess I would
38y we would keep the January 'cause that's on the books now for
Béderal, but that we would eliminate the November one and it
®3uld be bulls only.

33

34 MR. DEACON: I second the motion.

35

36 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded.

BHe change is to eliminated the November season on Federal lands
88 bulls only?

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Eliminate that and retains the January
dhd February, but bulls only.

42

43 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay. It's a little Dbit
éénfusing, but .....

45

46 MR. WHITMAN: Mr. Chairman, may I make a comment?

47

48 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

49
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1 MR. WHITMAN: The November seasons were implemented by
£he State in response to requests by people. It's not used very
Buch, there's very little harvest during the November season.
And as Conrad pointed out, travel conditions are very poor. The
Season was not implemented for -- to encourage people to travel
6n the area to hunt moose. It was enacted to allow some of the
Zrappers that were already on site, up at their trapping cabins,
80 be able to take a moose earlier in the trapping season. And
9t wasn't designed to encourage people to travel long distances
t6 come up and hunt moose. If I remember right, that's why the
$tate seasons have that short November season. Thank you.

12

13 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to
@4iminate the November season and to keep the .....

15

16 MR. COLLINS: I guess I would say, would that impact

t¥appers? Are there trappers on that Federal land there that
@8imination of the November would impact then?

19

20 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair.

21

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

23

24 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, if I could comment. Even if
Phe Federal -- as there 1is no Federal season now during the

Révember season, there is still a State season in place. And so
aflybody can hunt under the State season on or off Federal land
28 this time within that area. And so even though the Federal
88ason 1s not on the books, there 1is still a season available
diring that period for local residents.

31

32 To give you an 1idea of the take during the November
88ason, this 1is 10 years of reported harvest taken in all of
38 (A) for the November season. Even if you double that number
38's a very small number of moose, it's Just 27 moose 1in 10
$6éars as reported. So even if you double that number, triple

3%, we're talking about small numbers of moose being taken
d8ring that particular part of the season.

39
40 Also if I -- let me read exactly what the season dates
dte in the current Federal regulations. We have the September

g2ason, which is September 5 to 25; we have the January season,
43through 10; and we have a February season, 1 through 5, just

46 clarify.

45

46 MR. COLLINS: Oh, then my motion is out of order
B&cause we don't have -- there's no November Federal season to
é8iminate. So I guess the motion would be to just retain the
F8deral season. Unless what this recommendation was from Herman
50
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Wwas to be, to retain the January and close the February. Is
2hat what the people want down there? I don't know.

3

4 I'm having a 1little trouble with it without knowing
Wwhat the fact are. I know up here in the winter season there's
Gery little hunting in the winter season. The harvest people
Just don't get out and so really often in that February 1 to 5,
8 mean, it might be 40 below at that time, so that's -- and the
S8ame with the January one up there, so it's probably not going
t6 impact hunting. There's a chance that somebody's going to go
ot and get one for Russian Christmas, but it's probably not
§@ding to have any impact on the moose. Any noticeable, that's
¥Bat I'm thinking. But I don't know the conditions down there,
hdybe they're different, maybe there would be more travel, but I
jast .....

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, it might be worthwhile to
180k at the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta proposal and remind you that
tBis issue has been deferred twice by the Federal Subsistence
Bbard to allow the two Councils to come to some kind of a
2bmpromise on this. And unless I missed something here, you're
PZetty darn close to a compromise with the two regions. So I
@w8uld be very careful with the motion on the floor.

24

25 And that YK proposal is on the last page, under Tab 8.
26

27 MR. COLLINS: So what did the Yukon Delta Council
B8opose?

29

30 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, it's the very last page of

Bab 8 that lists the actual proposal they adopted at their last
B2eting this October and they're submitting that to the Federal
S38bsistence Board. And I haven't Dbeen pay total close
d8tention, so I apologize for covering the ground again, but
85sentially they are agreeing to adopt in the Federal regulation
8gisting State regulation and add in the January 1 to 10th
8&ason. So your original proposal as amended last time was to
3d8opt State regulations into Federal regulations, so we're at a
8@8mpromise. Unless I'm missing something.

40

41 The only thing that 1is there is Herman Morgan's
é2ncerns and I caution you, the fact that there is a subsistence
PBiority that available, that's there, that exists and you're
d4king -- or Herman is asking to eliminate a season and I'm not
gbre there's a biological reason to eliminate that season.
Again, I'm not a biologist, you have two here to ask on that.
83 I caution you on restricting a subsistence use without a
B&ological justification. You still could go ahead and do that,
Bot .....
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1

2 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, a comment on that. Really
whether you propose to have a November Federal season or not
Aave a November Federal season, again, as I said before, it
beally a moot point, since there is a November State season,

that season exists. And the only advantage to having a Federal
feason during that time 1s a consistency between State and
Bederal regulations. So, as Vince said, at this point the only

@8ifference between the proposal with the amendment that you had
d@reed upon as a Council last year and the YK Delta proposal is
this January 1 through 10 season.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I'll withdraw my motion
wdth concurrence of the second.

15

16 MR. DEACON: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

17

18 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion withdrawn?

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. And move that we accept the Yukon
Délta's proposal as stated here.

22

23 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: So they would still have three
winter seasons?

25

26 MR. COLLINS: There would be three, but they would

2dnform with the State, except for that January 1 to 10 and I
d8n't think that January 1 to 10 1is going to make much
d9fference. If it does, I think that that information can be
B@iought to us in the future and we can recommend elimination or
3losure, if they don't do it.

5123 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

gg MS. GURTLER-STRICK: That's bull only.

gg CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Huh? Bull only?

gg MS. GURTLER-STRICK: That's bull only on these.

jg CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: January 10th?

jg MS. GURTLER-STRICK: All of these 1is Dbull only. And
é4ly -- and then a cow for (indiscernible - interrupted)

32 MR. COLLINS: The bulls only in the February one, five
ddys in February is the only cow season.

j% CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh.

5
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1

2 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Ten days 1in February. They
Increased it five.

4

5 MR. COLLINS: Oh, 1 to 10, okay, yeah, that's right,
6t's an increase of five days in February.

7

8 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Antlerless only. Ten days for
antlerless.

10

11 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: What about January? Antlerless?
12

13 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: No, that's bull.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Bull only?

16

17 MR. COLLINS: January is bull only. February 1 to 10
18 yeah.

19

20 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, you're right, in the

Péderal regs it's February 1 through the 5th. And the proposal
PRat the YK Delta has submitted it's February 1 through 10.
23

24 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: And that's antlerless?

52 MR. MATHEWS: Right.

g; CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yes.

gg MR. GUENTHER: Excuse me, Mr. Chair. Sharon, their

Proposal would be antlerless only above those two drainages, the
B31makoff and the Holakuk Drainages, and so it would be bulls
38ly below that.

gg MR. COLLINS: Oh, so the lower would be bulls only.

gg MR. GUENTHER: Right, it would be the same regulation
38 the State has at this time.

28 MR. COLLINS: Except the State is February 1 to 5 and
4his is proposing February 1 to 10, right?

jg MR. GUENTHER: No.

jg MS. GURTLER-STRICK: No?

ig MR. COLLINS: Oh?

g% MR. GUENTHER: I'm sorry, you have a copy of the
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Federal regulations as they now exists.

2

3 MR. COLLINS: Oh, I see, okay, okay. So adopting this
proposal brings us in line with the State, except for the
January 1 to 107

6

7 MR. WHITMAN: Yes.

8

9 MR. COLLINS: And that would be a bulls only? So I
Gless I'll let my motion stand.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: We have a motion on the floor to

ddopt the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Advisory Proposal.
14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Has there been a second to that?

16

17 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's Jjust a motion just now.
I8 there a second?

19

20 MR. DEACON: I second 1it.

21

22 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to

ddopt YK Delta Advisory Council proposal. Questions?

24

25 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I need to make sure I
Ahderstand that you're asking us to submit a proposal exactly
2Hle same as the YK Delta?

gg CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

gg MR. MATHEWS: Okay, thank you.

gg MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman, discussion.

gg CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Henry.

gg MR. DEACON: It says here one antlerless from February

¥8th and down below it's one moose, so there's two moose can be
B8ken there, huh?

40

41 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah. Cows only above this
Ed1makoff River.

43

44 MR. DEACON: Oh, I see.

45

46 MR. COLLINS: The bag limit is still one.

47

48 MR. DEACON: I sure question that cow harvest (ph).
49
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1 MR. COLLINS: Is that up in the Lime Village area where
£he cow would be then, is that -- I mean, those rivers up --
3t's only up .....

4

5 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, it's .....

6

7 MR. COLLINS:  ..... where there's a healthier
population of moose in the area that remains open, 1is that
#ight?

10

11 MR. WHITMAN: These regulations -- by State regulations
tBis takes out the Lime Village management area, so it doesn't
i8clude that, but it's everything from -- maybe I could show you
®4 this map over here a 1little bit easier. The area 1in

drhestion, 19(A) goes from Kalskag on up the river all the way up
t6 the mouth of the Swift, the confluence of the Swift and the
Kidskokwim. The Holakuk and the Kolmakoff are in this area right
18 here. So everything up above, all of this area, would
1ficlude legal harvest of cow moose during the winter seasons.
Blerything below the Holakuk and Kolmakoff, down here, would not
dllow harvest of cows.

22

23 MR. COLLINS: During all the winter season or just
ddring the February 1 to 107

25

26 MR. WHITMAN: No, just during the February season, the
@wdy I understand it.

28

29 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

30

31 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, in addition to that, the back
Badge of -- in your book, and I don't know what page it is, has a

B3p that shows the area that would be affected by that cow
$érsus bull season.

35

36 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more discussion.

37

38 MR. DEACON: Call for the question.

39

40 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: The question has been called for.

4A11 in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.
42

43 IN UNISON: Aye.

44

45 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.
46

47 (No opposing responses)

48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motions carries.
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1

2 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, Mr. Chairman, that brings us up to
Broposal 58.

4

5 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Could we have a 10 minute recess,
break?

7

8 MR. MATHEWS: Sure.

9

10 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, 10 minute recess.

11

12 (Off record)

13

14 (On record)

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, I'll guess we'll get
$f%arted with our meeting again, so if everybody want to take
tBeir seats, we'll get started with the meeting. We're on
PPoposal 58.

20

21 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair, Proposal 58 was a proposal
2Hat was presented last year. I'll read the proposal. The
BPBoposal said: to prohibit moose hunting within half mile of
PBe river corridor in Unit 21(E) during the February 1 through
28 season. So only dealing with the February season in 21 (E)
@wothin a half mile of the river corridor.

27

28 When vyour Council met last spring you had voted to
d8cept this proposal. This proposal had been originally

pPloposed to the State by local people, the State had adopted
Bhis proposal, it's 1in State regulation, and then the State
PZoposed it to the Federal Board that we adopt a half mile
B8gulation to have a consistency between State and Federal

Bégulations.
35
36 Now, again, this 1is one of those proposals that when

BHe Federal Board looked at it they realized there was a cé&t
d8termination for one wvillage in Unit 18, that's Russian
M9ssion. And that the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council had not reviewed
#Bis proposal, so they felt that it was imperative that that
@duncil, the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council, also have an opportunity

43 review this before they acted on 1it. So last spring the
Fdderal Board deferred action on this until the Yukon Council
d4uld meet -- the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council could meet.

45

46 The Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta Council met and their

#@commendation to the Board on this proposal was that they would
A8t accept the proposal, that the half mile restriction imposed
#6860 much restriction on people coming up in Unit 18 to hunt.
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And that most of the moose were along the corridor and that was
dccess was available to them. And so we had a conflict between
gour Council and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Council at that point.

4

5 The Board, then, met again in their summer session and
took the same action that it had taken with the previous
Proposal we discussed, that the two Councils get together and
8ome up with a concurrence. Again, unfortunately, that did not
Bappen. At the last meeting that the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta had
they did not take action on this specific proposal, their debate
éhded up a discussion of the previous proposal we talked about
aAd they took no additional action on this.

13
14 From a biological perspective, and again I have lots of
data, but Jjust to give you this very briefly. The proposal

that's in your booklet and again I don't know exactly where it's
l3cated, that one has a couple of maps in it so you know what
%8're talking about. There's this map that basically shows the
t8mmunities involved along the river an then on the back side of
28 there's a map that just shows that section of the river
gbrridor and approximate locations of Federal land. Now, again,
PRis is not exactly accurate, but it's fairly close, to give you
a3 indication.

24

25 Somewhere between six and 10 percent of the land along
Phe river corridor falls within Federal land. In reality, the
Rdose -- the major moose concentration along the river falls in
a8 area, and I'm sorry this map is inaccurate. This map shows
£Be Innoko River coming in the Yukon River down by Paimuit, in
Bality it comes into the Yukon River down by Holy Cross. Up
Aéar Holy Cross the Innoko River actually does come into the
¥dkon River there's a high moose concentration area and large
A8mbers of moose have been counted there on a regular basis.

34

35 We can make the assumption that a large percentage of
Bhe harvest probably occurs through that large concentration
3¥ea. To give you an idea of what kind of a harvest we're

B&8lking about I pulled up five years of harvest data and
d8tually since that time I pulled up 10 additional years of
BArvest data. But during the last five vyears, and 1it's
#épresentative of the full 10 year period. And there's a chart
44 the proposal that breaks this out. February harvest have
#3nged from zero to 10 animals, and again, this 1is reported
Barvest. We can probably, at least, double this number as the
dbtual harvest. The highest reported harvest was in 1988-89
g§6éason, actually in February of 1989 and that was 10 animals and
4He lowest was the next year, which was zero, again, reported.
48

49 Also I want to make one additional comment. Basically
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211 of the harvest data we have is based on State harvest data.
2In other words, the State collects the information and I'm just
pulling it together into a central point and also population
data, for the most part, all of the population data I've
presented so far is all State data. And even though I failed to
lention in the past, it's just an oversight on my part. On
@ther proposals I'll try to indicate if it's State harvest data
Bpecifically or if it's combined State/Federal data, but for the
Bost part all of the data that's available on big game is State
déta. And so even though I'm presenting it to you and I've
tbnsolidated it and done some analysis of this data, I'm working
pZimarily with State data.

13

14 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I didn't get a chance to
bbief Conrad on the action of what the YK Delta did, but they
d6d take up 58 at their October meeting, so I don't know if you
¥dnt that now.

18

19 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

20

21 MR. GUENTHER: Go ahead.

22

23 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. On October 4th they took it up and
Phey maintained their Council's earlier opposition to defer
Pboposal 58. Their Jjustification, the Yukon-Kuskokwim Advisory

géuncil opposed the proposal to prohibit moose hunting within
dile half mile of the Yukon River during the February season in
PAit 21(E) because it would Dbe difficult to determine in the
£9eld where the one half mile distance from the Yukon is. This
®Ould result in confusion amongst subsistence users, resulting
3h potential citation for subsistence users hunting in their
B2aditional ways.

33

34 The Council also believes their tradition of respecting
®hldlife and their cultural beliefs will protect the moose
pépulation present along the Yukon River during the February
8&ason. And in addition the Council could find no biological
B8ason to restrict subsistence use of moose along the Yukon
B8ver. That passed with the majority vote.

40

41 MR. GUENTHER: Thank you, Vince. I'm sorry that I did
A2t have that information when I made my presentation.

43

44 In addition for biological information I pulled up the
#8sidents of reported harvest and during the February season of
#éported harvest there was not one reported harvest from Russian
Mission. Now, there may be an error to this in actually
#8ported harvest because as you can see this is a residency of
B8rvest and, by the way, this is 10 years of reported harvest
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



82

dlata for the area that encompasses that half mile corridor.
?his 1s actually a much larger area that Jjust a half mile
dorridor, but this is the Yukon River corridor and this area
dctually extends back up as much as 10 miles or more from the
biver. So this includes more harvest are than that.

6

7 There were approximately 70 moose harvested over a 10
§ear period that were reported. A majority of the moose that
8re harvested during that February season are harvested by
t8sidents of Unit 21 (E) and there's very little outside harvest.
1There is some harvest of Unit 18. And as I mentioned there
%2re no harvest reports of Russian Mission, but there are a
hdmber of places where either the person did not put down the
pdace of residence or the person that was keying it into the
tbmputer file could not read it and so deleted it. So we have a
mémber of blanks and those could be Russian Mission reports that
jiist haven't been put into it.

18

19 From a biological perspective, the moose population is
206 during the February season there's a fairly large number of
mdose 1in the area. The area has an overall moderate moose

2dncentration. Probably the harvest that occurs during February
28 not significant to have any significant impact on holding the
Pépulation down or causing the population not to be able to
2hcrease. Of course, any harvest has some significance on
Pépulations, but this is probably not of a statistical
8ignificance on the population.

28

29 If the State has anything else to contribute to that or
3} you have any questions I'll be glad to answer those.

31

32 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Jack.

33

34 MR. WHITMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I, again, agree
®hth just about everything Conrad mentioned on this again. One

péint I would like to make as far as the November moose surveys
BHat I conduct over there. Conrad mentioned that it is moderate
BB8ose populations and I think that's probably an accurate
d8piction for the broad area. However, the river corridor,
d@self, from -- basically from the area up around Deer Hunting
8lough and Paradise on down to the 21-18 Dborder, along that
#2parian corridor does have moose densities -- some of the
BA3ghest moose densities 1in the state in November. It's in
#Adgnitude of what is seen at Three Days Slough. Moose densities
45 wintering moose densities or November moose densities right
dtong the river in the neighborhood of 15 moose per square mile.
83 it's pretty dense moose population.

48

49 Deer Hunting Slough on this map is about -- oh, I think
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it's about half way between what's marked on this map between
Paradise and Holy Cross, 1it's on the west side of the river

Bere. So there are relatively high densities of moose right
dlong the river corridor, wintering densities. Other than that
3 have no comments -- no further comments on what Conrad gave
gou.

7

8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you.

9

10 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I notice 1in the statement
from before it says: Alaska Department of Fish & Game stated

tRat incidental observations along the Yukon River corridor
iddicted that the population of moose is declining. If adopted
this regulation would help keep the moose season consistent in
25 (E) and 21 (D). I don't know what the source of that was,
héybe it was the Galena meeting that was from someone further up
tiver.

18 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, 1it's only hearsay where that
ifformation comes from. That was presented during the year that
20 was absent from here. And in my estimation, based on the
gbmposition and trend count areas that have been conduct four
£2mes between -- basically, every other year, 1987, 1989, 1990
add 1992, and hopefully here within the next three weeks I'll be
dd¢er there again to get a little better update. But from those
2hdications -- well, to put it succinctly, out of the 12
gémposition trend count areas that I do in this area every year,
PHis is the highest moose per hour and highest density of moose

PBat I count. There's been no real trend indication that
PRBere's a downward trend at all.

30

31 The data are kind of tough to interpret. From the

B82ble here that Conrad here put together you see the 1987, 89
3d38d 90 data looks 1like a tremendous increase 1in total moose
8Bserved. It goes from 570 in 1987 up to 583 in '89, which 1is
86t much of an increase, but up in 1990 up to 658 moose. The
3892 data, there were a total of 483 moose, so if you just look
3% total moose observed it looks like we saw a dramatic decline
B&8tween 1990 and 1992. However, those have to be tempered with
BRe amount of count time, moose per hour figures, bounce around
ébnsiderable and these trend counts, again, I should reiterate,
dte dependent quite a bit on levels of snow. If the snow 1is
B2avy, there's going to be a tremendous concentration of moose
48 there.

44

45 A Dbetter thing to look at is trends in some of the
#6tios, bull/cow ratios and calf/cow ratios, and those have not
d¥amatically dropped showing any definite trends. Again, it'll
b8 real important to get in there this year and look at those
49ends. And I do plan on being over there sometime in the next
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three weeks.
CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more discussion on 587
MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Henry.

OO0 JdJo U W

MR. DEACON: Why is it it's only the Innoko River, I
théan, the Yukon River is half mile from the river bank not the
Ihnoko River?

12

13 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, Mr. Chairman and Henry. I'm not
$4re why that was only -- under State regulation it was only
dbong the Yukon. I do remember discussions that came out of the

GASH Fish & Game Advisory Committee, the Grayling, Anvik,
$Hageluk, Holy Cross Fish & Game Advisory Committee, that there
¥8re tremendous numbers of snowmachines coming up from down
t9ver during the winter seasons and shooting moose right along
2He river and they were pushing a lot of the moose off of those
gbod food areas that are ice scoured on an annual basis,
PZ2oviding good moose habitat.

23 So they wanted to, at least, right along the Yukon have
PAat half mile corridor to try to keep massive numbers of snow
m&chines from pushing the moose out the real good habitats into
mérginal habitats. I think that originally why that proposal

@wds put in. I'm not sure why the Innoko -- the Lower Innoko
R8ver wasn't included in that.

29

30 MR. DEACON: Well, the moose, you know, they're along
Bhe river for -- that's where they live, eat the willows, that's
®Here the willows are.

33

34 MR. WHITMAN: Sure.

35

36 MR. DEACON: So that's the reason, I guess. But I'd
Eike to see -- include the Innoko River on that too. And I have
Gfestions -- I don't know, it might be off, but this is only for

B8bruary, but I see them on the Federal land, you know, there's
401 seasons, it should be shorten, those seasons, because a lot
6T high power boats are going in those rivers and, you know, who
¥Aows how much moose they take and what kind of moose they take.
43

44 That's been going on for the last four or five years in
8hageluk area and going up the Innoko River, the coast people
woth high powered boats. And so I'd like to see this Board here
#&commend some regulation control on boats and how they should
Afint. Because it's very -- it's not a very good way, you know,
4Be local people are complaining about that stuff. So I'd like
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to see, 1if it's not too wrong here to recommend that fall season
Be shortened from August 20th to September 5th maybe. Because
3f they want to get moose, those local people, they know how to
det it.

5

6 See in the fall time when moose always trying to run
dround and then outsiders come in and take those moose.
Bspecially those boats, those high powered boats that's going in
Bhere, I'd like to see that changed. I was told by Anvik before
I0came there that they wanted meeting next week in Anvik about

&ds boat going fishing -- I mean, moose hunting in those areas.
12
13 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair. Henry, the only response I

tdn make to your statements at this point is for the most part
%8 really don't have the kind of data we would have to make --
té6 make a decision about those change of the season, we'd have
t3 look at that, but I think that you bring up a good point.
I8's extremely important that people report harvest and I think
19 you know, you, as a Council, are making recommendations to
£Be Board on changing the season.

21

22 And the best that we can do is present the best harvest
ddta we have and that the State has and that's primarily based
@A people reporting harvest. When people don't report harvest
@8 really don't know what's being taken. If everybody was
2éporting harvest it would be much easier for you to make
d@cisions on these things and we could present much better
28formation to you.

29 So I think it's important that each one of you try to
pomote more and better reporting of harvest, so that there is
Bétter information available for you to make decisions.

32

33 MR. MATHEWS: Also, Mr. Chairman, if I understand
Bénry's discussion there, he's talking about changing a season
3h 21 (E), correct?

36

37 MR. DEACON: (Nods head affirmative)

38

39 MR. MATHEWS: This meeting 1is set up to draft

ploposals, if this Council so desires, to take that action, so
ddn't lose sight of that option. And that would kick into what
B2 was saying that when the proposal goes into the process they
B3ve to do a full analysis on what data exists on that. So you
H4ve the option, Henry, to either -- probably now or later in
4he agenda, to ask for the Council support to draft a proposal
46 change the season, or whatever you were trying to do.

47

48 I would have to consult with quite a few staff if we're
48ing to deal with boat or horse motor restriction, I would have
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to huddle with quite a few people on that one if we're going to
dttempt that, but we could still do that. But I just want to
Bake it clear to Henry you have the option of soliciting the

€ouncil to draft a proposal. You also have the options as an
Sndividual to submit a proposal. Thank you.

6

7 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Mr. Chairman.

8

9 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Angela.

10

11 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: On the Innoko River they're getting a
h2gher amount of hunters going up the Innoko. Holy Cross
C3rporation is Deloicheet. Deloicheet has closed all their
ld4nds to all non-share holders, That means the down river
p&ople, those with big, fancy, high powered boats have to go
farther up. Now, Zho-tse, which is a Shageluk corporation has
j3ined in with Deloicheet in closing their lands to outside,
h8n-members to hunt in their lands. So now the hunters are
§®ing further up off of Zho-tse land.

20

21 And when we have the big, high powered boats coming up
PRey do disturb the waters. Always over on the Innoko I know.

WBen I first started going up the Innoko you could go drifting
déwn the river, you know, taking your time, taking a break. You
2buld look down into the water and you could a long ways in the
W&ter. Now you don't. The water is dirty. When you used to go
2ito the Innoko, when you got to the point called Railroad City
2Be water was clean, not no more. You got to go further in,
df8other five or eight miles in, the water changes color now.
Bhere's been a lot of disturbance in the Innoko by the high
péwered boats and some of it might be the mining coming out of
B2at, we're not sure, but the waters are changing there.

33

34 MR. WHITMAN: My observations on that 1s what comes
déwn the Iditarod seems to be clean, so I imagine your point on
Bhe disturbance -- wake disturbance by boats has probably
Rhcreased. Just increased number of boats increases back
88osion, silting in the river more.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, from what I've heard so far

41 think would have to stay with our original position of
g§pporting this proposal. The reason being the data indicates
43 Dbased on the data that the major wusers of this for
g§4bsistence purposes are the residents of that area, Holy Cross,
4hd that. That only showed one harvest from Russian Mission. I
dén't think they've established that they've had a long term
#¥aditional or at least that their's is in proportion of the
éfies up above.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



87

1 And it's the local subsistence users that are asking
for the closure to protect the resource and I think we should go
dlong with that. And I would guess that those local people
dren't confused about what a half mile 1is, they know that
Bountry better and would know what was closed and opened. And
6nless the lower river people can establish they've got a
fraditional winter subsistence use of that are and show by their
Barvest data that they had harvested up there that we should go
#ith the recommendation of the local people. That's all I can
@6 at this point.

11

12 I think this 1is an example where hunting habits are
tBanging and we're now calling customary and traditional
$émething that was not customary and traditional. The fact that
there weren't any winter season, the fall season 1is an open
$6éason and they're going up there now, but now that the winter
$2asons are established they're extending their hunting to new
d8eas with snowmachines. And I think that's going to lead to
jf@st more conflict in the future. And since this is meant to
pBotect the resource asked for by local people, I'd have to go
dlong with that. That's my comment.

22

23 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, you may want to share,
PAat's up to you, that you had a conversation with the Chair of
Phe Advisory Committee of Grayling, Anvik, Shageluk and Holy
g6oss, the conversation this morning, you may want to share that

2Mformation with the Council. And I don't know what, I'm
dB8suming he was speaking as the Chair of Committee and not as an
28dividual, but I thought they -- what was their feelings on
Bfioposal 587

31

32 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: I talked to Ken Chase, the Chair

38 GASH Committee and they were more or less confused about what
BlBe proposal was all about. And I told him it was to prohibit
Bhe taking of moose within one half mile of the Yukon River
déring the February hunt. And I told him that there's some
B&asons from further down river that were opposed to it and I
BBought that the majority of residents up river weren't very
BfAch in favor of it for the protection of the future of moose
pbpulation.

41

42 Because the same situation occurs in my area right now
WwBere we have moose is off limits within a half mile of the
¥dkon River and it works pretty well. You know, everybody in
#hat area knows what a half a mile is and they pretty much have
A6 problem with it, so I think it would just be probably a
#hdtter of time before they figure out what a half a mile is.

48

49 MR. MATHEWS: So you're saying that .....
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1

2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So Ken didn't have any opposition
Bo it, you know.

4

5 MR. MATHEWS: So vyou're saying the GASH Chair,
Mr. Chase was in support of 58, then?

7

8 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: He said he didn't mind either
way, you know.

10

11 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, thank you.

12

13 MR. GUENTHER: Mr. Chair.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Conrad.

16

17 MR. GUENTHER: Just for to insure clarification. My

dflalysis of it, from purely a biological perspective, it does
hét appear that harvest during February on the corridor, within
£He half mile corridor, has a significant biological impact on

2he moose population. I just wanted to make that clear that
PRat's my analysis on it.

23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So vyou're saying it doesn't
2mbpact moose population?

26

27 MR. GUENTHER: Not significantly from all of the
28formation that we have at this time. That would be my
dfalysis on it. I guess I can't speak for Jack.

30

31 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, as far as I'm aware it has

38 impact because a few years ago before the law was on the book
BBohibiting hunting within a half a mile, you know, there was a
36t less moose. But now there's seems to be a pretty heavy
pbpulation right now in the wintertime, so I think it helps.

36

37 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, if I could. I think
38 in terms of number of moose harvested, I agree with Conrad,
38 probably doesn't affect the moose population taking a few

#wOre bulls. The February harvest is relatively low. In terms
6T other impacts on the moose population, things are a little
B2t more difficult to measure. I think it does impact.

43

44 Again, going back to the original reason for this half
#hle -- one of the original reasons for the half mile

#4éstriction is when there's an awful lot of traffic, and not
4{ist snowmachines running back and forth, but 1if there 1is
#8affic as well as shooting and killing moose right along the
é8rridor, the moose are going to step off that corridor into
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tharginal habitats and it's probably not healthy to push them
Back into habitats that are not quite as good. Let them be out
Bhere where the ice has scoured the banks every year and it's
good productive habitat.

5
6 And so in that respect I think it probably does impact
fhe moose if there's -- the more activity right along the river

8n the winter, the more those moose are going to back off the
Piver. If the hunting is a half mile off the river that may
éficourage moose to get back on the river, which I think is good.
11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: You have a question back there?
13
14 MR. DENTON: I'd like to make a comment. My name is

J&ff Denton, I'm with the BLM. In support of what Jack said
there's been several studies done in Alaska, but in the Lower 48
télative to snowmachine traffic and moose response. And most of
tBose studies 1indicate, even without shooting, snowmachine
teaffic even on highly controlled traffic lane of snowmachines,
MBose will abandon areas.

21

22 This is well document by Brocks Lake National Wildlife
R&8fuge, the study went on there for several years. It was very
611 documented, the moose had moved, 1n some cases, several
mhles to get away from the disturbance. And there are other
8tudies 1in Montana and other studies, I believe, in Wyoming as
@211l that indicate the same thing. Animals will tolerate

28rtain levels of traffic for a certain amount of time and then
2Bey back out of it. They do go to marginal habitats, it does
pbtentially affect the calf crop the next year. The females are
8h a substandard diets, they may have only have one surviving

32lf instead of two. Or maybe even none or the calves will be
B38rn too light to survive.

34

35 So those are kind of indirect impacts, but you need to

Bé aware of those things because snowmachine traffic, I feel, in
BTaska 1is potentially one of the biggest impacts we're going to
B8ve on game animals up here. And it's not really well
B8cognized yet, but these animals are going to behave similar to
4he same critters elsewhere.

j% Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

ii MR. DEACON: Mr. Chair.

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Henry.

2; MR. DEACON: I don't know, I question, I mean, I don't

#48ally agree with that, that snow traveling will move the moose
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back further because of snow travel. They want to stay where
fhere's willows on the river, that's common sense. The moose
@will live around where they can eat better. They're not going
40 go back into where the trees are, ain't nothing to eat there.
550 this one half mile stuff is -- I think that's a good idea
for winter hunting in that area. So I would stand with that,
you know, it's a good idea to me.

8

9 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Just to elaborate a little bit on
this. I travel between Koyukuk and Nulato approximately 40-50
time per winter, snowmachine. I see a lot of moose and the
h@ose seem to know that this is a protected area so they pretty
%811 hang out there quite a bit. A snowmachine doesn't bother
them at all. I've had lot of times where, vyou know, they
#duldn't get out of the way, you know. So I doubt if the
$fowmachines really are that big of a problem.

17

18 MR. COLLINS: Because they're not hunted you think,
h@h?

20

21 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah. So I feel a lot better

@WHhen we have some kind of a protective area for them. And they
88em to know that too. Yeah.

24

25 MR. MERRITT: Ed Merritt, Innoko Refuge. I just have a
g@Gestion or a clarification. Jack, you said something that
2dnfused me a minute ago. Something you said led me to believe

£Bat you think the February season is bulls only? As I read it
28 is either sex. Did you say that or did I misunderstand you?
30

31 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, to answer that question, 1f I
B2ght. Yeah, if I said that that was in error. Hopefully you
Bisunderstood, because it is either sex.

34

35 MR. MERRITT: Thank you.

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, you have a question, Carl?
38

39 MR. JERUE: Mr. Chairman, after hearing Ray comment on

4hey have not proven to wus this 1is their customary and
4taditional use, so just by that statement I do have to support
#Ais half mile. After traveling in this Unit 21(E) this past
£311, in August and September, I went from Anvik, Grayling,
8hageluk, Holy Cross and back to Anvik. I counted three moose
4hd something like 10 boats, so there is a lot of traffic.

46

47 I can see the point made by this half mile restriction.
4Brom what we see down in Anvik is when you do disturb the moose
4Bey are stampeding, they're running. When they do that the
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Young calves get hurt 1in the process, break their leg. It
Breaks them apart, too, they stick together for not only the
Beeding areas, but for safety reasons because of the influence
6f the number of wolves in the area, which has been increasing.
5

6 So there's a couple of thing to consider in this half a
mile. As we all know that people, Natives, 1living all their
8ives 1in these areas know what half a mile is, there 1is no
Guestion, they know where they are in a blizzard, so by them
$Bating that it would be difficult to determine half a mile, I
think that's a little understated there.

12

13 So I do support the half mile restricted area. And I
é -- would like to state from the travel I made this fall, I've
b&en hearing a lot of concerns from local -- from each wvillage
dbout the large number of boats coming up from down river. It
12 going -- the population of moose is going to decline. It is
d8ready declining already in my point of view. I don't think
tBey have an argument on this proposal, legitimate argument.
Zhank you.

21

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you. Any further
d3scussion on Proposal 587

24

25 MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman.

26

27 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Henry.

28

29 MR. DEACON: I don't know if this is the right thing to

38y, but, you know, talking about hunting. What I'm thinking
dbout now is wolf and bears that kill all the young moose in
8pringtime and during the winter. I know it's not this kind of
38bject, but I'd like to see that control on Federal land. Fish
§4Wildlife should have control, you know, the wolf population of

Bhe area of Federal lands. And also the bears. You know, they
Béke lot of animals, those bears.

37

38 There's 50 wolves, that's a moose a week, maybe, or
Bére. So that's something to really consider on those Federal
48nds to have control over those, whatever, wolves. And bears
4h springtime. Those are really serious things to think about.
42 know I'm off the subject with this thing, but I Dbrought
B8cause that's been concerned with me for many years. I live in
4hat area and I see. In springtime when I went across (ph), I
88e a lot of moose been killed by wolves, they just lay there
4hd crows come along and eat there. And there's lot of wolves
8 the Yukon and they're on Federal land.

48

49 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Henry.
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1

2 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, I'll make a motion that we
o on record as continuing to support Proposal 58 for the reason
dtated in this session here.

5

6 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: There's a motion on the floor to
ddopt or to continue supporting Proposal 58 as it is.

8

9 MR. DEACON: I second the motion.
10
11 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to

tdntinue supporting Proposal 58 to prohibit moose hunting within
d3e half mile of the Yukon River during the February 1 through

18 season in Unit 21 (E). Questions?
15
16 MR. DEACON: Discussion on that. I still question that

hdlf mile in that Federal land area and when there's only on the
Y8kon. I'd like to see that on the Innoko River too.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: The way to deal with that, then, would be
2b come in with a proposal to extend it. See, what we're doing
28 we're discussing proposals. If somebody would just draw up a
BBoposal and we would propose that. Then it would be published
dAd then it would be discussed at the next meeting.

25

26 MR. DEACON: Okay, that's good.

27

28 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more discussion on the
P8oposal 582 Hearing none. All in favor of the motion signify
By saying aye.

31

32 IN UNISON: Aye.

33

34 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

35

36 (No opposing responses)

37

38 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion passes.

39

40 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, that brings us back to --

w& can either go ahead into new business or if we have an update
648 the Subsistence Recourse Commission appointments, and I'm not
48re we do yet. We can go on into new business and proceed.
AAd I've been noting that Henry Deacon may have a couple of
pboposals to present. So it's up to you which way you want to
46. We may have an update on the SRC appointments, if not,
w&'ll go on to the new business which has agency reports.

48

49 MR. RABINOWITCH: I have a partial.
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1

2 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, we have a partial update on the SRC
8r Subsistence Resource Commission appointment, if you want to
éover that now.

5

o CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, we can do that.

7

8 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. That would be .....

9

10 MR. RABINOWITCH: I'm Sandy Rabinowitch with the

National Park Service. The partial update I have, and I'll work
t3 get the rest for you, is the following. That the charter,
¥8ur charter provides for you to make an appointment to the
Gdtes of the Arctic Committee, but not the other two, not Lake
Chark and Denali. And on those other two, the charter does
dblow you to make recommendations, so that's the distinction.
APpointment versus recommendation.

18

19 The one appointment, I think you already heard this
Abrning, was made. And the part that I don't know, and will
wbrk to follow wup on, 1s that 1s a response to the
28commendations, to those other recommendations that you've
R3de. So I'll keep trying to get the answer to that and we'll
gét it to you, one way or another.

25

206 MR. MATHEWS : Because, Mr. Chairman, your
2@commendations were to the Governor to appoint certain
28dividuals or a representative from the community to that. And
49 vyou know, the Governor appoints, the Regional Councils
dPppoint, and the Federal Government appoint people to the
@bmmissions.

32

33 I think that covers as much as we can on that and we
34n proceed into agency reports, 1f you want, or what's your
®hshes?

36

37 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, vyeah, we can do that.
B&8deral and State agency reports. National Park Service first.
39

40 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, Mr. Chairman, we do have a person
who Jjust kind of arrived late or on time depending on the
w@ather, I do have some other information that maybe Hollis can
éRarify, but I received from Gates of the Arctic, and I
d4scussed it with your former coordinator, David James, and it

48ems to be a new issue, so let me review that. It is a Park
gérvice issue that was brought up. The Gates of the Arctic --
Bdy, are you on the Gates of the Arctic?

48

49 MR. COLLINS: ©No, Denali.
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1
2 MR. MATHEWS: You're on Denali. Okay. Anyway, 1t's
Bollock, I apologize. Anyway, the Gates of the Arctic

8ubsistence Resource Commission requests for Region 6 and 10, 6
s your region, the Western Interior, 10 1is the North Slope.
6 The boundary adjustment in the wvicinity of Anaktuvuk
Pass in an effort to keep the entire traditional use area of the
Bommunity in the North Slope region.

9

10 Let's see. The way I understand it now 1is that the
Park Service has met with the residents or elders of Anaktuvuk
Pdss and active trappers to mark a map. One copy was lost to
tBat, but another map was generated and was passed on to the
$d4bsistence office in Anchorage. They're hoping to have that
h&p presented to the Federal Subsistence Board on November 14th.
16

17

18 That's the full information that I know, but
&8sentially, if you look at your map, either your small one or
£He large one on the wall, there would some adjustment on the
Abrthern boarder of Region 6 that goes east and west to move
PRat south to cover the traditional use area of the Anaktuvuk
P38ss community. I was informed, and maybe you can verify this,
2hat Region 6, your region, Region 8, which is Northwest and
R&gion 10, North Slope, were informed and in agreement on making
£his change.

27

28 I couldn't find any information to that effect. I
£Bink there may be some confusion when you were talking about a
Bfioposal Number 59. Last year you were talking about some

Bégulations that needed to change boundaries of where people
d2uld hunt, but not the boundaries of the region or boundaries
38 the game management unit. So we may need to -- 1if you want
Bd4rther discussion, may need to get a few more people up here.
35

36 And that's the issue there and they wanted to inform
$du that Gates of the Arctic Subsistence Resource Commission
®811 be trying to meet again in early December in Shungnak or
B8irbanks. And the last thing we already confirmed is Pollock
gflmon is serving as your appointment to the Gates of the Arctic
ahd it's too bad that Pollock isn't here because I think he
wduld know more about this request from the SRC to change that
#8gional boundary.

44

45 That's it that I can share with you. There is a letter
Bhére from Raymond Paneak of Anaktuvuk Pass to Debra Williams,
€Hairperson of the Federal Subsistence Board, asking for the
B8undary change. And there's a letter from Ron McCoy, Interim
€hair for the Federal Subsistence Board, that they have received
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the letter and that they were forwarding it to the Office of
3ubsistence Management for analysis and comment. To be honest
with you, I'm at a lost to tell where you plug into this,

But .....

5

6 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I have a question on that. You
mentioned the Chairs of the Federal Board. I think Willie
HBensley is the Chair of that Board.

9

10 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, these are earlier letters.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay.

13

14 MR. MATHEWS: This was a letter of April 8th, 1994 and

that's why it was sent to Debra Williams, I think that was a
hostake to send it to Debra at that time, I don't think she was
37 I don't think she's ever been the Chair of the Federal

$8bsistence Board. And then the April 27th letter to the
Chairperson of the Subsistence Resource Commission was from Ron
MBCoy and was Interim Chair. Right now, that's correct that

Mt. Willie Hensley 1s the Chair of the Federal Subsistence
Bdard.

23 And I think David may have some more to talk about.

24

25 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Dave.

26

27 MR. JAMES: Yeah, Mr. Chair, Jjust to clarify a few
p8ints, but not solve your problem. First of all there's also

dfother member of your Council that's on that SRC and the Jack
38d I think he's either the Governor or Secretary appointee, I
dén't know which. So you have two people that are on that SRC.
32

33 Second of all, don't get confused, there are two
S8éparate issues. What you all dealt with last year at the last
Béeting had to do with the division of authority to make

dpprointments to the SRC, as you recall. And what they're
B8dlking about now appears to be a completely -- not a new, a
d@fferent issue. Okay? So what I suspect is what's going to

B8ppen 1is you'll probably be dealing with this at the spring
#éeting. There may be a formal proposal, perhaps, by then or
gdmething. But I'm not clear on that.

42

43 But I just wanted to reemphasis two different things.
¥4u all did not deal with the boundary issue last year. It was
4tist that SRC appointment thing. This boundary issue, you could
é6bnsider that to be a new issue for your business.

47

48 MR. COLLINS: There was a boundary issue in one of the
pPoposals, was there not? Was it on some hunt or something?
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And we did adjust. I remember we were looking at the map and
£inding out where that would be.

3

4 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

5

6 MR. COLLINS: What was that?

7

8 MR. JAMES: Yeah, that was a proposal that had to do
#ith moose, moose seasons, moose hunting.

10

11 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: Okay, so it's a completely different --
w%é1l, it's not the same boundary as their proposing -- I mean,
ig's not .....

16

17 MR. JAMES: What they're talking about here is a
t8gional boundary.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Right, right.

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: Also, I think, maybe there was some
28dication they wanted to discuss. If not -- I'd have to

2Avestigate if this 1is part of Subpart A or B area and those
dben't open now, so I'm at a lost with this one what's going on
dhd what process this 1s running under to have this change.
Mdst likely -- the on the street assessment is that the boundary
@8uld not change because the boundaries are based on harvest
Afits, so under the State system of game management units, I
dén't know what we would do with the change.

31

32 MR. JAMES: Well, excuse me. Mr. Chair, I'm sure at
88me point what's going to happen if the SRC wants to pursue
BAis is they will be looking for approval from this body at some
pbint. I mean, that's what you can expect coming down, you
Bfow, in the future here, near future. So at some point they're
Gding to want to lay out the Jjustification and what their
d8guments are. But that's all I have to add to that.

39

40 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Dave.

41

42 MR. RABINOWITCH: I can't solve the problem either, but
é8e bit of information that might help a 1little bit. Debra

Wdlliams 1is a Special Assistant to the Secretary of Interior.
A5 probably most of you know, Ron McCoy is an assistant to Debra
Welliams. To help put the pieces together a little bit.

47

48 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



97

MR. YOKEL: Mr. Chair.

CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

adwbdh -

MR. YOKEL: My name 1is Dave Yokel, BLM Arctic district
énd I'm completely a bystander in this, but I was present at the
North Slope Regional Advisory Council meeting earlier this month
®here this same question came up. And the people of Anaktuvuk
Pass 1live on the boundary between your region and the North
$0ope region and that has presented some problems to them since
the beginning of the Federal Regional Advisory Council system.
12

13 They originally asked to be -- the Federal system
b#iginally placed them in Region 6, whereas they felt they had
thoser ties, of course, with the culture of the North Slope.
Afd so now 1if they have a representative on a Regional Advisory
CAuncil it would be with the North Slope. Anyway, they would
18ke to have all of their traditional use lands represented by

tBe North Slope region. So if this were to come to pass then
B8sically Region 6, the Western Interior, would lose some if its
2tirisdiction.

22

23 The North Slope Regional Advisory Council, I believe,

Pdssed a motion on this issue to support the boundary change, so
2hat the North Slope region would include all of Anaktuvuk
Péss's traditional use areas. The Park Service, represented by
3%eve Ulvi from Gates of the Arctic National Park -- Steve's
P8sition was that the needs of Anaktuvuk Pass could be met
@w9thout a boundary change. He felt that with all the boundaries
®8 have now between GMUs, subsistence regions and this and that,
Bd add on new boundary or boundary change would Jjust add more
d2dnfusion to the issue than anything else. And it also might
38t a precedent for the rest of the state because Anaktuvuk Pass
34 certainly not the only community in the state that is on or
¥&ry near to a regional boundary.

36

37 But despite Steve Ulvi's comment, the Regional Advisory
B8uncil did side with Anaktuvuk Pass on that issues. And I
Gfless they voted to make a recommendation to the Board for this
éhange. So 1it's possible that the Board may come to you for
gbme similar recommendation, one way or the other, at some time.
42

43 MR. COLLINS: Mr. Chairman, there is a map that they
pfopose, could that be circulated to, at least, the members in
Ablakaket and up in Wiseman, up in that area, so they could see

what -- how it might change. In a way this could resolve a
g§7tuation that we have right now between Russian Mission and
B8ly Cross. There is concurrence by the residents of an area of

WwBere their traditional areas are, where they usually hunt and
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$easons are set.

2

3 So instead of saying Unit 18 residents have rights in
49, the whole unit, this might actually resolve potential future
Gonflict or 4issues, if there is agreement in the area about
where their respective groups hunted traditionally.

7

8 MR. YOKEL: The current regional boundaries are set up
Bhrough the EIS process for the development under Federal
th8nagement and I think what vyou're suggesting might be a
tdmplete redrawing of all those boundaries based on traditional

h8e areas as opposed to -- right now they're set up to follow
GHU boundaries to prevent some confusion on that side of the
ldsue. You're right, you might solve one problem, but create
dhother.

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I would kind of advise, if

¥8u want to, you could make a recommendation that you request
fom the Park Service that vyou Dbe informed of what has
Panspired on this and copy of this map provided to you. And if
Ybu so desire to have it to the individual communities do that
d2so. I'm not sure where this is going, I just know it's going
23 the Federal Subsistence Board on November 14th. But I think
2% you would put in that recommendation, we can get it to the
Bbard and say you want to be involved with it.

26

27 MR. YOKEL: I think, Mr. Chairman, that the people of
RBlakaket and Wiseman out of your region would be the ones that
B8st likely would want to be involved. I think they have
dlready seen this map, although it certainly appropriate to take
Bhe move that Vince suggested. I'm a little bit hesitant to
dZzaw on my memory this much more, even though it's only been
BBree weeks. But I don't believe they had an objection with the
8Bange, but I would certainly not act until conferring with
Bb6llock and Jack on that.

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, what would be the impact on
B8llock and Jack's position on the Gates of the Arctic? Would
BReir position be eliminated; their seat?

40

41 MR. YOKEL: No.

42

43 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: No?

44

45 MR. YOKEL: No, they're still -- again, I'm not with
#bhe Park Service. I'm sure that Wiseman is a resident zone

édmmunity inside Gates of the Arctic Park and I think Allakaket
48 also.

49
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MR. WHITMAN: Yes, I think so.

MR. YOKEL: So they would still have their seat or be
ligible for a seat on that SRC.

U ®WN

CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, if there's no other
discussion, I think we'll take Vince's recommendation on that.

8

9 MR. MATHEWS: So you're saying that I should draft a
l8tter to the National Park Service that this Council be
ihformed of what's transpired up to this date on this boundary
18sue and that the map be distributed to the communities, if it
h8s not already?

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, thank you.

18

19 MR. YOKEL: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

20

21 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

22

23 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, that was my little part of the
Rdtional Park Service Report. They may have some other items
2hat I'm not aware of. Thank you.

26

27 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

28

29 MR. TWITCHELL: Mr. Chair, and Council members. My
g@me 1is Hollis Twitchell, I'm with Denali National Park as a
8libsistence coordinator. I apologize for coming in late today.

32 tried to get here yesterday, but wasn't able to because of
®8ather. I'm happy to be here today. I just have four issues,
Béur items that I'd like to discuss with you. Three of them
3hvolve action that occurred with Denali Subsistence Resource
Bémmission at their last meeting, which was June 8th.

37

38 The Denali Subsistence Resource Commission made a
Bnting plan proposal to the Park and subsequently was submitted
46 the Secretary of the Interior and the Governor of Alaska,
which requested a alternate winter for moose in Unit 20(C).
WRich is on the north side of the Alaska Range in the Denali

d3ea. They were addressing a concern of subsistence users who
d#ilized the Park and Preserve areas for trapping, typically
#bom November on and off through January to February. Trappers

46ilizing that area traveled, at times, very long distances to
4Hle area from Tanana and Nenana and some individuals out of
M&nchumina and subsequently stayed for extended periods of time
48 that north sector.
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1

2 They had requested that an alternate period be made
dvailable to them to harvest their moose during the times that
they're in the Park area. The existing fall hunt was September
st to September 30th, in which case they were not in the Denali
érea, they would need to harvest their moose in these outlying
dreas and than, in turn, transport quite of their resources and
Beat to the park for their extended trapping period.

9

10 Their recommendation was to create a second hunt in
20 (C) from November 15th to December 15th. That proposal was
$2nt down to a variety of advisory groups. Four local Fish &
G8me advisory committees as well as at the time this proposal
¥ds submitted to the State Regional Councils. This proposal
b&ing originating before the Federal Councils were formed. It
¥&s also sent to several of the State subsistence coordinators
1% the Interior and into the south.

18

19 After this submittal to the Secretary, he responded
B8ck to the commission identifying that two things had to be met
Béfore the hunt could be established. One, there was the

B2ological ability of the moose population to sustain any
28creased harvest that might result from this hunt. As well, as
PAat there be a customary and traditional history of utilizing
mbose at that time of year.

26

27 The Secretary directed the Park Service to make the
dflalysis and in which case we completed it last year and found
£Bat there is, indeed, what we consider a natural and healthy

pbpulation of moose in this region. We also looked at the
Bégulatory history and found that there was a 15 year record of
BAnts during that November and early December period. So those
B®0 conditions, indeed, were met.

34

35 One of the concerns the Park had was that there was

$éry low density of moose in the eastern side of the Park area.
3And subsequently the Park made a recommendation to the
S3fibsistence Resource Commission that the additional hunt begin
a8 an area of the Kantishna Hills and extend westward, which
wluld exclude this area of really fairly low density of moose
pbpulation. The Subsistence Resource Commission considered this
4Add made a second recommendation that the Dboundary be
é3tablished at the Toklat River, which lies just to the east
g4de of the Kantishna Hills. That would be a much more
j8entifiable boundary for subsistence users, rather than using
46st a general top of the Kantishna Hills boundary as proposed.
47

48 That proposal was then carried forth to the Federal
88bsistence Board in mid summer and the Federal Subsistence
50
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Board passed the proposal unanimously, which established this
dlternative hunt in 20(C). And the boundaries for that now is
Brom the Toklat River westward within Denali National Park and
BPreserve.

5

6 Are there any questions regarding that action? I'll go
@n then.

8

9 Last summer I traveled to two villages in your region,
the wvillages of Nikolai and Telida, both of which are
$hbsistence resident zone for Denali National Park. That being
dfyone residing in those communities are eligible to utilize the
P8rk for subsistence purposes. I went to discuss with the

V4llage Council members and the elders of those communities a
t&quest to have them identify where the boundaries for the
tésident zone community should be.

17

18 The recommendations from the Nikolai Village Council
%8s that the boundaries could Dbe established at a one mile
28dius from around the eastern end of the airstrip. As such, it
@wduld encompass all of the existing Nikolai houses, as well as
PRe additional new housing units that are being built there.
RAd in doing so would encompass the users in that area.

24

25 I met with the Telida Village Council, which is a
Pbetty small group, there's only 11 people residing in that
23mmunity. We met with several of those members, all the people
#Bo were present in the community and asked them the same
gfestion. They recommended that from the airstrip over to the
39ift fork of the river would encompass all the existing housing
dteas where people live in Telida at this time.

32

33 Those two recommendations were carried back to the
S3dbsistence Resource Commission and presented to them in June.
Bhd the Subsistence Resource Commission agreed that those
Béundaries would be appropriate. So those two boundaries now
®711 have those resident zone boundaries established.

38

39 There are two other communities in Denali that have
#8sident zone, that being Cantwell and Lake Minchumina. Those
Bdundaries had been established prior, in about 1985 or '86 the
80bsistence Resource Commission recommended the boundary for
M3nchumina of one and a half miles from the lakeshore. And that
wds another hunting plan proposal that was submitted and that
wa8s approved. The community of Cantwell has a boundary of three
thbles from the Community Center. That was established in '81
afld later confirmed by the Denali Subsistence Commission when
4Bey became functional in the early '80s.

49
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1 The third issue I wanted to mention was the
dppointments to Denali Subsistence Resource Commission. As you
Becall this Council made a recommendation that they be allocated
éne appointing source to Denali Subsistence Resource Commission.
5In the meeting before this summer the Denali Subsistence
Besource Commission considered your recommendation and passed a
Mmotion that when the charter comes up for renewal in 1995 that
8he charter be changed to allow Western Interior Region to have
&ne appointing source to Denali; the Eastern Interior to have
bfle appointing source to Denali; and Southcentral having one.
That motion was passed.

12

13 I subsequently sent a letter to this Commission
$4ggesting that it might be very difficult, if not impossible,
6r this Council to find someone from the villages of Nikolai
dnd Telida who traveled all the way over to the Park area within
D&nali National Park and engaged in subsistence activities on

P8rk lands. As you are aware, that is a requirement of the
R8gional Council appointees to the SRCs. And it appeared that
2here might not be anyone who could meet that requirement. I

8liggested that the Council may want to pursue two of the other
dppointing sources, the State of Alaska or the Secretary of
23terior to insure that these villages have representation on
Pénali's SRC.

25

26 I believe this Council, then, forwarded a letter to the
3%ate recommending an individual, Steve Eluska, from Telida as a
B8ssible candidate for them to consider. Sometime right after
£Be June 8th meeting the State did appoint Steve Eluska to sit
8 Denali's SRC, so he currently has standing as a State
dppointee and 1in doing so insures that these villages have
B2presentation.

E3think we have pretty good representation on the north side.
Bé have, of course, Ray Collins on the SRC and Steve Eluska from
B&lida. And we have two Collins from Lake Minchumina who reside
36 that community who are on the SRC, that being Mickey and
BJorence Collins. And also Percy Dike (ph) from Nenana. So I
B&8lieve that this particular northern side of the region has
¥8ry strong representation and feel very comfortable with that.
40

41 Any questions?

42

43 The last issue I wanted to bring up is a new one and it
dAvolves Kantishna Hills, which is located in 20(C). I'll give
¢bu a general reference off of this map where it is. On this

B6g map Kantishna Hills is located pretty much at the end of the
Bdrk road that goes into Denali, just to the north of Wonder
L&ke.

49
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1 Beginning this summer one of the -- several of the
gommunity members from the resident zone community of Cantwell
dontacted the Park and indicated that they were going to begin
Aunting in the Kantishna Hills. That cause a fair amount of
Bontroversy as the lodges and the media and other people became
éware that these individuals would be traveling to the Kantishna
Hills to hunt. Unfortunately the media spread some
Bisinformation that these people were going to be hunting within
Bhe old Mount McKinley Park boundary, which 1is not open to

$Qbsistence. And that caused a significant amount of comments
athd phone calls and letters and other actions.

12

13 We didn't know what the final effort was going to be

o4t of Cantwell. Cantwell is a community of about 147 people
dhd we had no way of knowing whether there would be just a few
®6 a very large number of people coming to the Kantishna Area.
AZ it turned out we had about six individuals who traveled to
K&8ntishna and engaged in subsistence hunting in the hills. For
tBe most part upon request from the lodges the subsistence
RBlOnters contacted them and let them know when they were coming
2d the area and inquired about visitor activities that might be
BPZesent. This was a very important thing to do since the
R3ntishna area has grown significantly as a visitor destination
add there is over 200 people a day that utilize this vwvalley
Bb6ttom of Kantishna. That's how many beds and how many visitors
2hat the four lodges and the private campground can accommodate.
2In addition to that there's a wvariety of other back country
AB8ers and people involved in the valley bottom.

29

30 That raised quite a bit a concerns about visitor safety
8ince many of these lodges provided guide hikes though the
$dlley bottom, some provide recreational gold panning along the
8Beeks 1in the Dbottom. There's guided horse pack trips and
Bdture walks and a fairly intensive level of activity.

35

36 What the Park is proposing, and you will see it come
Bdrth in the proposals for Federal regulations for 1995 and '96,
38 that a proposal for a closure to subsistence in the valley
B8ttom of the Kantishna community which would extend from the
BE@ntishna airstrip along the Kantishna Road along the old Mount
MtKinley boundary. A distance of four and a half miles in
42ngth. We're proposing that the closure be for one mile on
é3ther side of the road, this would involve a total closure of
dbout 10 square miles. And this closure is only to be in effect
dbring the time that the lodges are functioning and there is a
Bogh level of wvisitor activity. That being from June 1lst to
g&ptember 30th. The remainder of the year the area would be
épen to all of the authorized subsistence uses.

49
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1 We feel that there is a situation in Kantishna where we
Rave fairly large number of visitors and fairly concentrated
drea utilizing the valley bottom, primarily, which happens to be
#he same habitat that is available for moose. The Kantishna
drea timber, sparse timber, primarily just shrubs, in the valley
bottom, which give way very quickly to tundra slopes as you move
3ff the valley bottom itself. So the moose habitat is primarily
Bocated in this wvalley bottom. In addition with the lodges and
8ther activities going on there, there's a reasonably high
pOtential that there could be -- either a confrontation between
dlsubsistence user and a non-subsistence recreational user. And
tRere's also a potential for someone being injured if a bullet
18 fired and ricochets or passes through and animal or continues
oh.

15
16 We feel that this 1is only a visitor safety concern,
tHere's no biological grounds for this closure. And we'd like

t8 just let you know that something the Park is concerned about.
1Bven greater 1is the concern that vyou're <closing off a
8Qbsistence use activity 1in the Kantishna Hills area and we
g8hould approach this with caution. I say this because you'll
BZ2obably see a whole range of proposals being put forth by
P8ople asking for different extents and different closures in
Phe Kantishna Hills area by different interest groups.

25

26 And I want to just let you know what the Park Service
P3sition was on it. And, again, it's limited closure, June 1lst
28 September 30th, it would only apply in this wvalley bottom
@¥Bere we have lodge facilities, private campgrounds and fairly
Rfitensive recreational use. And it would extend for one mile
8lther side of the road from the airstrip to the Park boundary,
dPout 10 square miles.

33

34 If you have any questions I'll try to answer them.

35

36 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any questions from the audience

871 what Hollis just said? You made it pretty clear, thanks.
38

39 MR. TWITCHELL: Thank you.

40

41 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I talked with the staff
H2re and they're ready for lunch.

43

44 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I'm ready for lunch, too.
45call for recess. I guess we'll have one hour off. Come back
46 one hour.

47

48 (Off record)

49
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(On record)

w N~

CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I'd like to get started again, I
éall the meeting back to order. Can everybody take their seats.
5

6 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, some logistical stuff we
fleed to go over. Those that are planning to leave on the flight
8ater this afternoon or this evening, that are staying here,
feed to let Cindy know if they're going to be staying for dinner
0 not. So we need to coordinate that. ©Possibly during break
ldok at how to arrange that. So those that are planning to
l2ave at the 7:00 o'clock or later flight need to talk to the
th3nagement here about if you're staying for dinner. Thank you.
14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Maybe on our break later on this
dfternoon we'll have a better idea. We're still under new
biisiness and next is Fish & Wildlife Service Report.

18

19 MR. MERRITT: For the record, I'm Ed Merritt, Manager
i the Innoko Wildlife Refuge. And, Mr. Chairman, I need to
Bégin by conveying a message to you and the other committee
B2mbers from Tom Ely at Koyukuk-Nowitna Refuge, he and Pete
D8Matteo were unable to get out of there because of the weather,
Phey send their regrets in not being able to make it. For the
28cord, he wanted me to let all of you know that he didn't have
dhy concerns relative to subsistence at the present time to
z@port.

28

29 I essentially came into the meeting this morning with
Bhat same feeling, however, I do feel compelled to respond to a
dbuple o0f, I guess, 1issues that were raised earlier this
B3rning. One has to due with perceived resource allocation
PBoblem relative to moose in 21 (E). And the other has to do
®dth the relationship between 810 evaluations and the fire
Banagement and planning process. And I think I'll begin with
Bhe fire management relationship with 810 evaluations.

37

38 Innoko, and as far as I know the other Interior
B8fuges, all operate under, as you probably know, an interagency
#lre management plan. In our case it's Kuskokwim/Illiamna Fire

Management Plan. And if or to what extent that particular plan
dddresses subsistence concerns I'm not in a position to say.
B3wever, I would like to point out to you all that refuges that
Bdve an active fire management program are required to have step
dbwn station specific fire management plan. And in that plan
wé're required, you know, under ANILCA to conduct an 810
éV¥aluation as part of that process.

48

49 Innoko is currently working on their plan, including an
50
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810 evaluation. And our plan is due to be -- the draft is due
2o be finished early next year. And I would be very surprised
3f any refuge 1in the Interior that has a significant fire
lanagement program and has a plan in place has not addressed

5ubsistence concerns. So that's my response to that one.
6
7 Regarding what I'm going to call a perceived resource

8llocation problem in Unit 21 (E), we don't have any data for the
South half of the Refuge, but we do have moose population and
t@itical winter habitat data for the north half of the Refuge.
Add I think it would be useful relative to a number of different
18sues and concerns that have been discussed here if maybe I go
tBrough the results of that survey work that we did real
b#iefly, if that's okay with you guys?

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, go ahead.

17

18 MR. MERRITT: Okay. We conducted a moose population

$f8rvey last March, again, on the north half of the Refuge. And
@8 came up with a total population of approximately 1,200 moose

2t that area. And for those of you interested in statistics
2Rat shook out at plus or minus 20 percent at 90 percent
28nfidence interval. So the range is between 900 and 1,400
Réose on the north half of the Refuge.

25

26 So if you take a look at that and consider it in terms

% density per square mile, then, what we're coming up with is,
28 critical winter habitat we're averaging four to six moose per
88uare mile. And that's primarily in the Innoko corridor and on
Bhe Yukon above Blackburn Island. As Jack indicated earlier,
B&lative to further south on the Yukon, you know, at times we
32e densities as high as 15 per square mile in these areas where
BBey really congregate.

34

35 In the low strata or the poorest winter habitat we
d6eraged point one per square mile or another way of looking at
BHat is that it takes about 10 square miles to support on moose.
380 1if you average it all out for the entire survey area, we
38me up with approximately three moose per square mile, which I
#Bink is kind of typical for the Interior, isn't it, Jack?

41

42 MR. WHITMAN: That's pretty good.

43

44 MR. MERRITT: Okay. Feel free to jump in here if you
A&ve any comments.

46

47 We're defining critical winter habitat as relatively

48rge and sufficiently dense stands of willows and it's
p8imarily the species Salix Alexesensis, which are the willows
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that grow on the river bars. In close proximity to timber
8tands, commonly white spruce, and these areas again tend to
8ccur primarily within the river corridors. This data that I've
just given you reflects moose use during a relatively mild

Winter all over. It was about average in terms of snow fall,
but it was quite mild in terms of temperatures.

7

8 And during this survey period, given those climatic and

Snow conditions parameters, during this period approximately
tAree quarters of the moose observed in the survey area at large
wére found right on the river bars, right down on these large

%21low stands in the river corridor. Seventy-five percent of
tBe moose were in the river corridor. Again, not in a tough or
$éver winter.

15

16 So we believe that in a severe winter essentially 100

p@rcent of the moose would be in these areas and that they would
b8 in there for a longer period of time and that a die off from
$Barvation 1is likely. And this 1s something that we have
@bserved during severe winters in the past on the Innoko Refuge.
21

22 So our results from a combination of the population
#8rk and the assessment of the feed availability on these
2#itical winter range areas, we're concluding that the
Rbpulation on the north half of the Refuge is at or very near
£he caring capacity of that winter range. Now, with regard to
2He south half of the Refuge, which includes the Lower Innoko
R8ver and the Yukon River from Blackburn 1Island Down,

28sentially 21(E). That portion of the Refuge that falls within
20 (E) . We don't have recent data of this quality. You've
d8lready heard what Conrad Guenther and Jack had to say about
Bdose population down in that area. We Dbelieve that, if
d8ything, the moose population is healthier in the south half of
BBe Refuge in 21(E), than it is up north. Because we believe
Bhere's better -- there's more high quality moose habitat down
38 the neck of the woods.

37

38 I'm going to pass around a map here that delineates

3Pitical winter moose range that comes from pretty exhaustive
wbrk over the last four or five vyears with using satellite
dthagery and on the ground investigations and ground truthing
4ph) and it's based on a combination of vegetation studies and
43tual observations of moose locations during the most severe
part of winter. And as you look at this map if you take a look
4b the areas that sort of have a rusty dark red color those are
4he areas where we consistently find the most moose in the
wintertime. Unfortunately I only have one copy of this, I need
48 have 1t back, but I'll be glad to provide copies to everyone
48ter.
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1

2 I'll pass another map around just for general interest
dnd it's sort of outside the scope of this meeting to really
dnterpret this map now, but this is a basically a veg cover map
bfrom satellite imagery work as well that relates to that.

6

7 A couple of other comments. With regard to
flon-subsistence use within the Refuge boundary, there's
Pelatively little non-subsistence use in Unit 21 (E) within the
Ré8fuge Dboundary. We sort of have a situation on the Innoko
Réfuge where recreational or sport hunters and subsistence
hiinters sort themselves out, generally, because of the
t3ntrolled use area and the lack of aircraft access below the

héuth of the Iditarod. Most of our use of non-subsistence
hbnters occurs upstream from the Iditarod. We do recognize an
iAcrease in activity from people boating the area -- accessing

tHe area by boat. Primarily people from further down the Yukon.
18

19 I was going to mention a little bit about water fowl.
W8 don't have our figures back vyet from the Division of
Migratory Birds, but we had a good production year, the flood
@Wdters in the Innoko and the Iditarod flood plane didn't persist
28ng enough to displace nesting and nesting was also good in the

Upper Innoko Corridor. We had good numbers of molting and
8baging geese. And we also discovered this year that we have
26le geese, which we've suspected for a long time. That's a

8llbspecies of the white-fronted goose that's a small population
PBat winters in Northern California and Oregon. It's in decline
2aAd it's a species of special concern. They put radio collars
38 90 of them down there last winter and five of them turned up
38fh the Innoko River, so we think we have a possibility of some
82gnificant Tule white-fronted goose presence there, so we're
BBetty interested in that and that's something we'll be looking
3% in the future.

35

36 We're planning a wolf survey this winter or spring. As
3dck mentioned, he's planning on some moose trend work down in
BBe area of 21(E) of concern, around Holy Cross there. We'll

3%so be doing an intensive grouse survey on the critical winter
#8nge down there, the same thing we did with this map that I'm
ghowing you. And we're going to do a full blown population
glrvey a year from March on the south half of the Refuge, so
w8'll have some pretty good information.

44

45 But, again, bottom line from my perspective is we don't
#6ally have a shortage of moose, we have a healthy population.
THere's not a resource allocation problem there. And until we

K8ve some pretty sound data to support a closure to
A8n-subsistence use on the Refuge, I don't think I could come
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but in support of it.

2

3 The only other thing I wanted to mention is that we've
Been doing quite a bit of work over the last few years with the
fditarod Area School District in trying to develop a program
where rural area vyouth interested 1in wildlife careers can
gomehow find a way to step (ph) through a process that will end
fp encouraging them to go on to the university. And we've had
Some success with that and I just wanted to mention that we
trrently have two Native Alaskan students up at the university
bdth interested in careers in wildlife.

12

13 One, Patrick Snow, from here in McGrath is currently in
dd4r cooperative education program, he's a junior now. And he's
ih a program that will insure that he has a career position with
$érvice in wildlife management when he graduates. And the other
12 Darrin Walker from Holy Cross. Darrin has gone through out
¥8uth employment program and he's now up at the university and
38 we're kind of keeping our fingers crossed and hoping that
2hat works out too. And we're going to continue those efforts.
21

22 And I guess that's about it from Innoko. If you have
a8y questions I'll be glad to try to answer them.

24

25 MR. COLLINS: In looking at that one vegetation map or

28entifying it there, it looks like the area from Shageluk up to
PHe mouth of the Iditarod and so on, there isn't as much of that
P8ime habitat there as there is further down and below, is that
2Pue for that stretch in there?

30

31 MR. MERRITT: That's correct, there's quite a reach of
BHe middle Innoko Corridor that's not good critical winter
B38bitat for moose.

34

35 MR. COLLINS: The reason I note that is because that's
Bhe area where's there's the greatest potential for conflict
B&cause people from down river that are having to go up --
f8rther up the Innoko, that's the area they're likely to reach,
F8t's say the boats, plus you got Shageluk and other hunters in
4here so you go hunters in the area where there may be fewer
#dose than in some of the other areas that (indiscernible -

ddterrupted)

43

44 MR. MERRITT: Well, bear in mind that's a snapshot.

45

46 MR. COLLINS: Right.

47

48 MR. MERRITT: That's only meaningful 1in the context

#Bat we flew those transects and summer and fall 1it's a
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dlifferent story.

2

3 MR. COLLINS: In other words, that was the actual moose
population, that red mark (ph), wasn't the (indiscernible --
Snterrupted)

6

7 MR. MERRITT: That map is based on the moose telling us
By virtue of where their located where the critical winter range
9s. It works both ways. The Iditarod flood plane is loaded

#flth moose all summer long, but in the winter, if you look at
that map, you'll see that there aren't any moose out there. The
¥2asonal shifts.

13

14 MR. COLLINS: Okay, yeah.

15

16 MR. MERRITT: There's no timber out there. We

dliscovered the correlation between these large willow bars in
tBe river corridors and some sort of timber stands adjacent --
%8 don't know 1if it's thermal cover or predator avoidance or
g8sier to get around in in the trees or what, but there's

g8bdmething going on there, there's definitely a correlation. We
PRink.

23

24 MR. COLLINS: It doesn't surprise me, what I heard from
Phe people at Nikolai who wused to hunt at the foothills out
Phere. When we go out in the fall the moose move up into those
@7llow Dbars, it's open country in the willow. As soon as a

88orm or something comes in they're back in the timber, so even
28 the fall you see some of that movement depending on what the
®8ather is doing. They'll use the timber up there for shelter,
Blit they'll stay up and feed on those willow when the weather is
B21d and not storm or something.

33

34 MR. MERRITT: Yeah. There again, you know, at the risk
8F being a little redundant, this was all based on what the
B6ose are telling us by virtue of where they are. We're not
8Peculating here.

38

39 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, right.

40

41 MR. MERRITT: So we think we have lots of moose.

42

43 MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman.

44

45 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Henry.

46

47 MR. DEACON: I'm still on this wolf business. You

§8udying how many moose have been killed by wolves in that area?
49
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1 MR. MERRITT: We have not data on wolves.

2

3 MR. DEACON: I'd like to see that studied because
#hat's a critical point of view. In our area -- when we go to
Bonvention that's a stress (ph) by -- pretty well they want to

know how much moose been killed in the Innoko Refuge and I think
fhat should be studied.

8

9 MR. MERRITT: One thing that can give you a lot of
1fisight 1in terms of wolf predation 1is this winter food
htilization study on the winter range. If you know that the

¥2nter range 1is being fully wutilized and that if you had a
l3rger population of moose then vyou would probably have

$#arvation. Then that leads you to assume that you probably
d6n't have a predation problem.

16

17 You know, if we were seeing, maybe, 50 percent of the

f8ed utilized instead of 70 or 80 percent, you know, we might
&d9sume one possibility or one answer for that could be that the
@w6lves are taking too many. We don't feel like that's the case
2ight now Dbecause we don't feel that the land can support a
BR2gher moose population than what we've got. We have 80 percent
AB8ilization of all winter feed on the -- available to the moose
A4 the Yukon -- on the Innoko River and right at 70 percent on
£he Yukon River. And this was a year in which 25 percent of the
Réose were not down in the river corridors. If this had been a
2@ry severe winter and the moose had been all down in the river
28rridor for a longer period of time, we think moose would have
B8en starving.

30

31 Does that make sense in relation to wolves?

32

33 MR. DEACON: (Shakes his head negatively)

34

35 MR. MERRITT: No?

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, one statement you said that

¥8kind of find it hard to believe is there's not enough land to
f8ed the moose.

40

41 MR. MERRITT: There's what?

42

43 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: There's not enough land to feed

#he moose you stated and I never heard that in my life.

45

46 MR. MERRITT: Well, 1if you look at the Innoko Refuge
gdu'll find that there is feed all over the Refuge. In fact,
4HBe Iditarod flood plane is loaded with willows, but the moose
dPen't there in the winter because there's something else they
50
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heed in conjunction with the feed in order to survive. For some
Zeason, even though there's feed out there, they can't survive
3ut there. There's no shelter, thermal cover or something, we
don't know what the relationship is for sure. Se even though
$ou have feed available to them, it isn't really because they
6an't get to it and make use of it.

7

8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Because of the shelter, huh?

9

10 MR. MERRITT: Well, that would be -- we think it's got
$dmething to do with shelter and thermal cover. I don't know,
Iack, do you?

13

14 MR. WHITMAN: Yes, we suspect it has something to do
#hth thermal cover and predator as well.

16

17 MR. MERRITT: Predator avoidance and that type of
tBing? We don't really have any good sound scientific data to
ifterpret or explain that. We just know from where we see the

mbose that that's what they're doing and not doing. But it's
23dsy to understand how, 1if you were out in your Cub flying
dzound over the Innoko Refuge in the summertime and looking at
4231 those willows out there it would be easy to conclude that
2he land could support many more moose than it does.

25

26 MR. DEACON: You mean the summertime?

27

28 MR. MERRITT: Yeah.

29

30 MR. DEACON: No, they got a lot of vegetation on those
Rakes and all areas, that's what they feed on, on that lake
$2getation. During the winter, I think, they graze on willow,

$38u know, they eat grass and all that freshly grown stuff in the
Fdkes and around the lakes.

35

36 MR. MERRITT: Right. What I'm saying is that a lot of
BHe willows are fed on in the winter simply because the moose
388n't access them and survive. It's just like you were saying
88rlier this morning, in the wintertime they congregate right
46wn 1in the river corridors, that's where they live. So the
f£act that 10 miles out in the middle of the flats there in the
4ditarod country there's a bunch of willows, it doesn't matter
B&8cause the moose are right down there in the river bottoms
Wwhere they can live, basically.

45

46 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Mr. Chairman.

47

48 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Angela.

49
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1 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Mr. Chairman, I have to agree with
Henry. I really think that a wolf study should be done in our
8rea, you know. Holy Cross, where I live, we never used to see
wolves so close to our community as we have been for the last
Bouple of years. They're coming closer and we're starting to
6ee more moose kills in that area. And when we travel to
Jhageluk we notice there's more wolf tracks as we're going
8hrough the cross country parts, not the river, itself, and not
&n the Innoko, itself, but when we have to cross country to get
t6 Shageluk we're starting to notice more wolves up that way
tdo.

12
13 So I really agree with Henry that a wolf study should
bé done 'cause we're getting a lot of them in that area. And

mb6t only that, one of the dogs in Holy Cross has half wolf pups.
160 that's how close they're getting.

17

18 MR. MERRITT: I think if there's a lot of interest
d8ross this region in seeing a wolf study done in that country,
28 should be proposed and I certainly wouldn't be opposed to
2hat. I'd like to see it myself. We are going to try to get
83me information on wolf numbers and come up with some sort of
a3 actual trend index Dbeginning this winter. But 1if the
2Aterest is there for something that's more involved than that,
2hen I certainly would support that.

26

27 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I know in my area they have a
@81f study going on, on the Koyukuk Wildlife Refuge and Pete and
Paul Liedburg have been doing a lot of that stuff.

30

31 MR. MERRITT: Yeah. And I would welcome that, I think
BRat would be fine.

33

34 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more questions on the Innoko

B&fuge? You're area covers the Kaiyuh Flats too?

36

37 MR. MERRITT: No, that used to be part of the Innoko
B&8fuge, but it's been transferred to Galena, 1it's now under the
B8yukuk-Nowitna.

40

41 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay.

42

43 MR. MERRITT: Yeah, we just administered the lower unit
44t of McGrath.

45

46 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Uh-hum. Okay, thanks.
47

48 MR. MERRITT: You're welcome.

49
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1 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I just need clarification
fhere where, were you indicating that you want to give support
Bo a wolf study or not? Did the Council agree to that?

4

5 MR. COLLINS: Yes.
6
7 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, it would make it easier if I had

8ind of a motion to deal with that, 1f someone wants to make a
Botion to the effect that it would like a wolf study done of the
dfea in question or whatever and then it gives me more power to
@t that in there.

12

13 MR. COLLINS: Is there a time that we can do that.
T4ve never seen us taking action in the middle of reports and I
thought there would be time after the reports or something.

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: We can do it then, I can note it and try
b8ing it up later.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, 'cause there might be information

2t others that would shape the difference of whatever motion we
B2ght make of something.

23

24 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: That pretty well covers Fish &
®Wh1dlife Service Report. I think you're next on the agenda,
R6h?

27

28 MR. WHITEHILL: Hi, Mr. Chair, and Council, my name is

Barry Whitehill, I'm with Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge and
ke Ed Merritt, I'd like to share what we've been doing at
Bénuti Wildlife Refuges. And if I could, I brought some brief
32ides that might help illustrate some of the things. We have
83 issues that we're aware of, but I thought maybe I'd use that
Bdme brief you with our moose study that we just did. So if
38's all right I'd like to dim the lights and show you a quick
8&ide show.

37

38 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

39

40 MR. WHITEHILL: I must confess I have a hidden agenda,

there were a number of slide that we just got back, including of
A2lakaket and Alatna, the flooding that I haven't seen. So I
4Brough them in real quick to help illustrate that. For people
who are aware, Kanuti straddles the Arctic Circle, we're south
45 the Brooks Range and to our west sits Alatna and Allakaket,
what's left. And Bettles is on the north.

47

48 So I'll start with Bettles, that's -- we have a
g48b-headquarters that we do a lot of our work out of there with
50
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the airport facility. And a year ago -- oh, I take that back, I
3ust got these slides back, haven't even seen them myself, from
Just this fall. Kind of give you a quick overview of some of
éur habitat, some of our areas on the Kanuti Flats. So that's
the type of country that we're dealing with.

6

7 A year ago we did an intensive moose survey, I don't
Bnow i1if you can see that, that's one moose you can count in
8owntown Bettles. We found -- we did our last survey in '89 and
%8 were pleasantly surprised to see generally an increase in our
hdose population. We think we have healthy moose population.
TBRroughout the whole area about 2,500 square miles it averages
136 moose per square mile. It might not see a lot compared to
$éme of the figures I heard, but we saw 33 calves per 100 cows,
dbuble the number of yearling bulls that we saw in '89. Yes.
16

17 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: 1Is that a wolves or a moose?

18

19 MR. WHITEHILL: That's actually caribou, but this is
@what it looked 1like last year when we were flying the survey.
Rhd, again, caribou -- this was actually the spring for- -- and
PRere are wolves in the foreground on this shot. We have had in
2Be last few years more caribou down on our Flat area, which I
2Aink has taken off some of the pressure of the moose as far as
@wblves goes. I might add, maybe the folks from the BLM might
@wént to shed some light, but I know that there was 20 collars
Pit on some Ray Mountain caribou Jjust recently. And so were
g8ing to be interested to see if some of these caribou aren't
R4y Mountain caribou as opposed to Western Arctic or whatnot.
$6s.

31

32 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: What's this on the bottom here;
338ribou kill?

34

35 MR. WHITEHILL: The dark spot on the bottom there?

36

37 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

38

39 MR. WHITEHILL: That's three wolves an a caribou.

40

41 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay.

42

43 MR. WHITEHILL: And there's a line of caribou in the
d4stance there. Just briefly we do trap 1line surveys and
éaribou surveys Jjust where the uses are. And we try to do

4hings, we've been 1looking at carcass so we can get age
édmposition, sex composition, general conditions of the animals
48d do the wishes of the trappers. Many of vyou might know
d8hnson Moses who recently was with our staff, he basically
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tetired last December, but Johnson takes the carcasses back and
Zn the traditional fashion places them back in the woods.

3

4 Some of the other activities we've been involved with,
uickly, are we're doing more with neo-tropical bird migrants on
what bird species we have. We set up different transects,
Breeding bird surveys. We've been doing an ongoing banding
8ffort for white-fronted geese, just off our area on Bureau of
Band Management land on Lake Todatonten. And we find that our
bflrds are central flyward (ph) birds that head to Louisiana,
Téxas country. And our ecosystem is fire driven. It seems like
%2're doing some studies there, small mammal populations and the

t8lationship with after these recent burns. So that's been a
16t of our efforts.

15

16 We've been doing some vegetated work as well limnology,
13oking at the water in relationship to these burns and the
¥8ter fowl use that corresponds to 1it. And, vyou know, we

h8nitor hunting activities, 1in this case, sport hunting
d0tivity, this is on the south fork where we're seeing a few
RAdre of these air boat driven hunters coming down that system,
2Re Jim River, the South Fork, just outside of the controlled
A8e area.

24

25 And one thing that we initiated this year in this area,
@wérking with the elders, we did a challenge grant to do a
@w71dlife camp for the students of Allakaket and it -- this was

d8r first year trying it, unfortunately it came the week of the
gPeat flood, right before, so in this case got the last shot of
301lot of structures as they were, including -- this is Johnson's
8thoke house the day before it went down the river.

32

33 And with that, I think these are shots that I haven't
8éen up on the wall, but these are the aftermath of Allakaket.
B6r those of you that aren't familiar with the community, the
B&g building up to the right is the school and maybe George
$dska explained to you, but I know water was up to right
3f8derneath of it. And in the foreground there it used to be all
B8uses and there's nothing there anymore.

40

41 This was looking down where Johnson Moses's smoke house
d8ed to stand. I believe this is the village center that's now
d43wn stream a couple of miles. And that shows the siltation
d4dong the river after the flood. Oops, and that was it. So
haybe I'll back up that one, maybe -- no, I guess that was —-- 1
wés trying to think if that was Alatna, but I really can't tell.
47t had a major effect on those communities. So that's my brief
g48ide show.

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



117

1 The only thing I can think real quick is I Dbelieve
We're going to be involved with a wolf survey this spring with
Blaska Department of Fish & Game and other folks in that area,
go those are some of the other activities I can think of. If
anybody has any questions I'll be glad to entertain those.
Bgain, we think our moose population is pretty healthy right
low.

8

9 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. If there's no questions,
I0thank you.

11

12 MR. WHITEHILL: Thank you.

13

14 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: And is there any more Fish &

Whldlife Service Reports? Wildlife Refuge Managers?
16

17 MR. MERRITT: I think that's it for refuges.

18

19 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's it for refuge, huh? Go on
26 the Bureau of Land Management.

21

22 MR. YOKEL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Council. Again,

23m Dave Yokel with BLM's Arctic District. The Arctic District
Aly overlaps with your Western Interior region along your very
Abrtheastern edge. The eastern edge of Unit 24 in the Dalton
Hoghway area. That's the eastern upper watershed of the Koyukuk
D¥ainage.

28

29 I don't have any issues 1in the area to report to you
pértly because with your help we did solve one of our
Slibsistence problems last year. We had a problem with a lot of
BAral residents of Alaska hunting the area, residents from Delta
38nction, Fort Greeley, Haines and using rifles. And the
Béderal Subsistence Board passed my proposal last spring to
Fimit rifle wuse within five miles of the highway to 1local
Bésidents only. Residents of the corridor and residents of the
$7llages, such as Stevens Village, Allakaket, Alatna, Bettles
3d8d Anaktuvak Pass.

39

40 And so I will not be submitting any proposals to the
Bdderal Subsistence Board this year for that area and no issues
42 report to you, so if you have any questions I'd be glad to
éf8tertain them. I might add that we still have problems with
#4fle hunters in the Dalton Highway Corridor, however, these
Abnters are no longer under the impression that thy are
gdtbsistence hunters, they are merely people hunting under State

#@gulations that are breaking the State law. And that will
pBobably be an ongoing problem.

49
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1 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you, Dave.

2

3 MR. YOKEL: Thank you.

4

5 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: We have Alaska Department of Fish
& Game Report.

7

8 MR. DENTON: I'm going to give the other one for the
Bnchorage District BLM, if I could.

10

11 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, go ahead, Jeff.

12

13 MR. DENTON: My name 1is Jeff Denton and I'm the

ddstrict biologist for the Anchorage District of the Bureau of
Land Management, which the Anchorage District is probably the

héjor BLM district in your particular region. And I have
$@veral things, they're not issues, but I want to update you on
tBe things we've been doing. Also I would like to solicit, at

18ast, some assistance or a proactive role on your part in
B8lping us accomplish some of the goals that are of mutual
2hterest to both parties.

22
23 While people are on the wolf issue, Angela noted that
8he was interested in a wolf type study of her area there. A

26t of those are BLM lands, Federal lands in that particular
d6ea, they're not refuge lands. But 60 percent of those lands
2lvolved are regional corporation and village corporation lands,
#8t Federal public lands. And I think the corporations have a
¥8ry large role to play in the subsistence management. To date
BBat has not been a mutually shared interest and I implore the
Bduncil to serve as a liaison to try to generate some interest
®2th the regional corporations and village corporations in a
38operative effort to manage these subsistence resources.

34

35 As BLM lands, in particular, in this district, the BLM
déstrict of Anchorage becoming extremely fragmented to due to
B&gional selection and State selections. And we're all going to
B8ve to work together, much closer, because the Federal public
&nds are becoming very fragmented, much the subsistence
#8source dependency folks have will not be on Federal lands any
tbre. Most of the high quality lands have been selected. And
#BAdst of your resources are really coming off of your own lands
63 State lands. And I think it's getting to be a critical time
4hat all the players get involved in this, the management of
#hese resources.

46

477 As far as resolving some of last year's problems. In
L8me Village we do have a harvest reporting system that is being
dfplemented right now. I'd like to take this opportunity to
50
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tompliment the excellent job done by Phil Graham in turning in
2he reports so far. We've got three months of this year's
Beports in, they're excellent. They are providing information
40 specific land ownership as where harvest is taking place,
5ex, age and date of harvest. It's probably the best harvest
data we've got in the State.

7

8 I strongly also recommend to the Council to consider
ways to facilitate harvest reporting in all villages. The Lime
Vf@lllage situation is of -- 1is a particular -- it's a situation

where they have a village harvest quota, so they don't fall
hAder the normal report card system for reporting harvest under
tBe State regulations, but the rest of the villages do. And if
that's a system that's not going to work, let's work together
dhd find a system that will work to -- it's a chronic problem
dahd everyone that's been up here today says we're sitting here
80 and 70 and 80 percent unreported harvest. And this is not to
tBe subsistence users advantage in the long run because there's

49 documentation of less harvest than you folks require. And
hat's going to work against you in the long run.

21

22 And I'm sure you've heard this before. One of these

ddys the stuff that's on paper and the stuff that people report
24 going to be what 1is going to be determining when it's
dblocation of resource time. And if you're only reporting 40
Pércent you may only get 40 percent when push comes to shove.
Riid the Federal land base 1is getting smaller and smaller out

PBere. And it's not going to produce -- probably doesn't
BPoduce the 40 percent now.

30

31 What we're doing, our plans are for this year and what
®8 did in the last year in terms of moose surveys, we did what I
3811 -- it's a disciplined reconnaissance flight over some areas
BAat have never been even looked at for moose in the past in any
BPpe of disciplined fashion. That was the
BAvik/Bonasila/Chiroskey Drainages. Some things that we saw
BHlere rather alarmed us that related to fire planning. But the
®8rk we're doing is basically kind of a stratification flight to
B9gure out relative abundance and distribution of moose. What

B@bitats they're in, what they're using, where they're not. And
4111 talk to the fire planning here in a minute.

42

43 This vyear we're looking at doing the Innoko-Yukon
Béttom up to the Iditarod-Innoko divide, that eastern part of
25 (E) . And if the weather is willing we'll get that done.

26'11 be, hopefully, done in a 1little bit of conjunction with
d3dck's intensive classification counts around Holy Cross and the
#8uth of the Innoko. So we'll have two types of data, one is a
¥8ry generalized type inventory and one that's real intensive,
50
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o we'll have some comparable data there.

2

3 Last year we placed 15 radios on Lime Village caribou,
4 portion of what we considered, I guess, to be the Mulchatna
herd that winters around Lime Village. Because before this no
6adios of the Mulchatna here, of which there are a lot on the
Mulchatna herd, of ever showing up around Lime Village and so we
8re following those particular animals to see what their
@istribution is. Some have shown up with the main Mulchatna, a
l8rge number of them for the summer time period have been over
there in the foothills of Revelations Mountains. So we'll
t3dntinue to follow those probably for several years.

13

14 Right now we're entertaining the thought of revisiting
the existing fire plans for the Anchorage District. The State
o6 Alaska takes care all of the fire suppression work in
$3uthern Alaska, but we coordinate with them very closely. The
d8iginal plans when they were written were designed to save
$f8ppression costs, that was the major objective for doing the
Plans at that time. The management of natural resources was not
dlmajor contributor to those plans. We're reaching a point in
£2me where we've got to be considering habitats and the effect
38 fire suppression activities and fire management on
8d4bsistence resources as well as all the wildlife resources.

25

26 I mentioned when we did the Anvik country and Bonasila
PHat we were fairly alarmed with what we're seeing there. The
28ng term suppression activities have created what, I guess what
29 would term, as spruce desert in a lot of that country.
BEftremely low moose densities except where you find an old burn
8t except along the river bottoms. Much of that country is
88sentially empty. And this impact even more Yukon folks where
B3ose could possibly be moving out of some other habitats in
BAat higher country, in the Chiroskey and go down to the Lower
¥bkon country to winter. They don't have a source of moose to
Béve out there, there's no moose in that country. And so there
3¥e some 1impacts that 1involve subsistence and potential for
B8tter subsistence resources being available to folks.

39

40 What we proposed doing is with game and fish and
¥illages and the State is to sit down and integrate wildlife
Aabitat needs 1into fire management. We've got areas that
pBobably get too much fire, we got large areas that don't have
édough fire. Fire suppression for 80 years 1is having a very
dhtensive long term impact, accumulative impact, on wildlife
Hébitats in Western Alaska. And we need to get a handle on it.
47 know this is a little bit contrary to what George had said,
B8t we feel there are problem areas because of lack of fire, not
B8cause of too much. And there some long term field build ups
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that are going to create catastrophic fires that are going to do
2 lot of damage. So we got to get into real management of our
Bire situation. This includes prescribed fire as well.

4

5 I haven't heard, as I did 1last year, there were
6éonflicts on the Kuskokwim River with access and people moving
ip river trying to camp and being denied campsites and so on.
Bctually, some lives were threatened and gun shots have fired
&nd so on, I haven't heard a lot of that this year. However,
the BLM has in the past and I'll make this offer again, the BLM
1% more than willing and more than eager to work with the
tdrporations to help mark the 17(B) easements, of which there
dB8e a great many along that stretch of the river that access
pdblic lands and allow for places to pull out and stay over
mhght. We were willing to work and share the cost of marking,
ldentifying these trails and these sites, but we're not going to
4@ it ourselves Dbecause we have to cooperate with the
t8rporation folks who own those lands. But there are easement
t8servations all along that country. If this is going to become
a4l issue and people really want to resolve it, let's resolve it.
2%0 fare we're not seeing a willingness to resolve 1it.

22

23 I guess all of you are aware of the State's selections
Rdve finished up 1in the 1last vyear. There's considerable
@%erselection still that the State has, some of those lands will
Bé relinquished back to the BLM, but we don't know what those
2d@nds are. And until they're relinquished back they're still
AB8der State management, they don't fall under the definition of
P8deral public lands. And that's why you see the fragmented
plblic lands, BILM lands, they way you do. We don't know the
Bate at which lands will be relingquished back, it may be 20
$2ars, it's hard to say. Two days ago we had 350,000 acres come
B38ck to us, and that surprised us that it even came back.

34

35 So the 1land status, you can expect 1t to be more
gébmplex down the road, we're going to have to deal with
B¥agmented lands, you're going to have to know whose land you're
8. It comes up and goes through my mind time and time again in
BRese meetings, we're passing a lot of regulations here and in
406me cases it affects so little public lands that it's almost a
#dot point. These river corridors are primarily corporation
42nds. There's Federal lands —-- there's very little acreage of
E8deral lands 1in these river corridors and that's where the
#hdjority of some of the harvest goes on, especially for moose.
45

46 It's not the same for caribou, but you've got to put
4lings in perspective, folks. We've got to get the perspective
68 what Federal lands are really and truly contributing to the
g8bsistence need of folks out here. Put it in perspective and
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et the right players that are providing for the majority of
Your subsistence use, and that may be your own corporations.
Bhey're a major player and they've, so far, refused to play.

4

5 That's all the preaching I have for today. If you have
ény questions I'll be glad to answer them.

7

8 MR. COLLINS: In looking at the Chiroskey, how far up

9- you're looking up towards the Unalakleet Portage, that whole
dftea up through there? I guess what I wanted to ask you, you
33y spruce is growing up, I heard caribou are starting to come
back, how is it in terms of caribou habitat, is it become more

PBime out there because the fires were suppressed or -- and will
that (indiscernible - interrupted)

15

16 MR. DENTON: Okay, I'm not sure which area you're -- on

the way to the south, okay, the south end of that Bonasila/Anvik
b8ock of country, it's kind of the next drainage up from the
h8in Yukon as it goes east and west there.

20

21 MR. COLLINS: Oh, okay.

22

23 MR. DENTON: And my answer to your questions is that it

24 pretty sorry caribou habitat at the moment because it's all
Bhack spruce and very little lichen come into that, now the high
géuntry on the upper end of the Anvik is what I would term
g%cellent caribou habitat and they are using it to a high degree
4a8d have been for several years. They were up to 5,000 caribou
A8ing that country all last winter. Up to 50,000 caribou from
Bhe Western Arctic came down through there and moved clear on to
Bhe YK Delta Refuge last winter and then back up again. So we
d2n't know 1if that an aberrant caribou movement or if we can
8%pect that more to increase in years to come. We'll just have
B4 see what happens there. But the head of the 0ld Woman and
Béad of the Anvik have been pretty consistently used for several
$6ars now by a few thousand head of animals in there.

37

38 MR. COLLINS: So the fire plan will address that then,
38 well as looking at the black spruce for the moose habitat
4flndiscernible - interrupted)

41

42 MR. DENTON: Right, most of the fire stuff that we're
43o0king at 1is more the old mature birch forest and the heavy
dd4ty black spruce forest that's there. And most of it provides
¥&ry, very little moose habitat, there's time, I'm sure, we flew
15 minutes between moose observations, it was terrible. Until
¢3du hit an old burn and there's not a lot of them in that
é8untry, but when you hit the old burns you picked up moose or
4%ong the river bottoms. And even the river Dbottoms weren't
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that good. So it was pretty disappointing and fairly alarming
##hen we took a look at that.

3

4 MR. COLLINS: One other one, is there current maps in
this area of land status? I know 1it's mostly State now and
6ther, I guess there were more selections up in the upper .....
7

8 MR. DENTON: We have -- you know, we're constantly in
Bhe state of updating maps because it's -- you know, there's
l8nds Dbeing conveyed all the time, there's -- the State's

$@lections are pretty much solidified now and there's no maps
jfst available for the public. The map you have there is fairly
t8asonably accurate for the general lay of the countryside there
héw in terms of ownership.

%2 MR. COLLINS: That's all I had, thanks.

%; MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Mr. Chairman.

%8 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Sharon.

g% MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Jeff, I just wanted to address a

83tuation. You said that we have to improve or work on our ways
26 facilitate the reporting system, that the lack of figures
Phat we have will come back to haunt us. And I have tried to
@wérk with the State for years now pointing out that because of
dlir traditional way of life of sharing that when we harvest an
dflimal that animal is shared, maybe two or three parties are
28volved. And if one person claims that animal then that person
B8ally can't go hunting and get another one -- or, you know, it
3list might happen that that person might harvest and animal with
dAother party.

33

34 And I'm not saying one person would harvest more than
35 needed, I'm saying one person would be involved with two
Bénts or two kills, say, and that one person would still only
gét one moose, but over a period of three weeks. And because of
BBe reporting system you're supposed to claim it right now.
Be1l1l, you claim that moose and then you're not allowed, really,
¢6u can go hunting, but you can't harvest anything.

41

42 I tried to work with our area biologist on that and he
wdsn't -- well, first he'd have to go the State and change the
£#6rm and all of that. So one year I attempted to make it work
£6r us and on mine I put point five. My hunting partner, when
Bé turned in his, he put point five, total one moose. We're
B&ing honest about it, we're hunting. And yet my partner got a
AB8tice in the mail later in the year that he had turned his in
wBen, in fact, he had, they just threw it away. They must have
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tounted mine because I didn't get a report that I didn't turn
Mmine in, we both did.

3

4 MR. DENTON: Which half did you kill?

5

6 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: I think it's -- the form, itself,

is part of the problem for people who are hunting 1in a
Bubsistence sense.

9

10 MR. DENTON: Yeah, and that's the State form and, .....
11

12 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: That's the only one we have.

13

14 MR. DENTON: ..... you know, the biggest interest that

%& have in terms of biologists is not an enforcement oriented
bphe, 1it's when a moose i1s dead we want to know where, its sex,
t&lative age and when it was killed. Those are basic items we
t8ally need to know and that's all I'm requiring the people from
L2me Village to report. I really don't care who kills it. Now,
@where people have tags and a report card associated with that
ag it's just like anyone else, one or the other of you have got
23 decide to put your tag on it. I mean, that's nothing
ABcommon to Alaska subsistence users. Every state I've ever
RBdnted in people have to make those decisions about, well, who's
gbing to tag this one, we both plugged it. You understand what
26m saying?

27

28 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Sure.

29

30 MR. DENTON: And when you go out again, the two of you

Gd out again and you kill another one you put that other tag on
}2. You know, there's got to be some reasonableness about it, I
B8an, you can't report have an animal, you don't shoot half an
dd4imal, you know, animal dies, it dies here, it was a bull and
3t was killed on this day and that's the real information we're
Ihterested in. And, of course, that's the State's system, maybe
3dck can enlighten you a little more. And I don't know if they
38e these heavy duty for enforcement or not, but I know the
B8sic information that Jack uses is the same stuff that we're

dfiterested in, 1is basically the locations -- we don't really, in
st cases, don't care who does it.

42

43 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Right. We weren't working with
dd4ck at this time, I was in Ruby, but I see that as part of the
pboblem in reporting and when -- and in my dealings with the

péople around Ruby I would just ask that when the season is over
4Hat they do send in their harvest tickets and that it is
d@portant for future wuse of the land the way they're
49aditionally used to using it that it does get turned in. Some
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body claims, it doesn't matter who, but it's just awkward the
way it is now, you know, we have to do it.

3

4 MR. DENTON: But if somebody -- if people don't want to
Burn them in, have somebody within the wvillages collect when
people kill one, just go collect cards and send them in in a big

gnvelope or whatever it takes to report. Because 1in the long
8un you'll be the losers it won't be everybody else, it'll be
you. That's an unfortunate way that it works, but really
that's going to be the situation.

11

12 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Yeah.

13

14 MR. DENTON: Anything else.

15

16 MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman.

17

18 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Henry.

19

20 MR. DEACON: You said you done moose study harvest in
Rhvik area?

22

23 MR. DENTON: No, we Jjust did a general survey for
ddstribution and relative abundance of moose, relative to the
R&bitats available there. What it actually is, is, as you've

descussed before with some of the other folks here, it's
BPdsically what we call a stratification flight over the entire
dBea so we can make a determination on smaller units within
£Bat, which ones have high, medium and low density of moose.
BAd that's the extent of what we did in terms of dollars and
®&ather and what have you because that area had never been
33oked at before with even that kind of an intensity.

33

34 We really didn't know distribution of moose, relative
dénsities, that sort of thing in there. We did not do an
Fhtensive survey for population count in there, we just had need
B@ get a generalized idea if there's habitat problems, if
BBere's distribution problems, if there's some opportunities to

F}8prove those within that area. And so when can, at least --
when issues come up in there we have, at least, some rudimentary
Baseline information about moose in that area. And from a BLM

g2andpoint, budget wise, manpower wise and the fact that all of
48 are located in Anchorage, you know, we don't have a an
dAfrastructure of people out here in Western Alaska to do this
k5nd of work, so that makes these things pretty inefficient to
46, so we try to pick off a little bit of country every year
#lat we've never even seen before sot that we can, at least,
H8ve some idea of what we have there. And when issues come up
w8 have to depend, to a great deal, on what you folks know about
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the country.

2

3 MR. DEACON: I know the moose don't stay among the
Aills. I know that's common sense, nothing to eat around there.
5

6 MR. DENTON: I agree.

7

8 MR. DEACON: So even if you had fire on there, a bunch
8f spruce trees going to grow back up. That's -- like I said

b8fore, those moose stays in the lakes, vyou know, 1in the
mmertime, that's where they like to be.

12

13 MR. DENTON: Right, but a lot of the Upper Anvik
dldesn't have any lakes.

15

16 MR. DEACON: There's a lot of brown bears and bears.

17

18 MR. DENTON: Right, and there are some old burns, but
¥Ben we get burns we find moose. We find moose that they're
dbsolutely untouched by hunters up there. They never come down

2b the rivers, they stay on those burns. One of the little burn
d2eas we found up there, you know, was almost 50 percent bulls,
@wBich indicates we're not harvesting too heavy in there.

24

25 MR. DEACON: You know the moose are migrating down to
Phe coast for the last five or ten years now. They never did
8&e a moose 1in that -- around there, that area, I was told by
p8ople down there.

29

30 MR. DENTON: Yeah, we had radioed animals that .....

31

32 MR. DEACON: St. Michael's area, they say they never
838e moose, but they start seeing them. So they're migrating
déwn the coast, I think.

35

36 MR. DENTON: Yeah, and a lot of those -- some of those

dflimals are coming out of the Unalakleet area, which has fairly
G8od moose numbers along the Unalakleet River. And we have also
B&d in the past radioced animals gone from, 1like, Horseshoe
8lough or Horseshoe Bend there, right out of Holy Cross that

éhded up clear out by Marshall in the summertime. They winter
64 the Yukon River, they go all the way through the Anvik
é3untry, through the Andreafsky and go clear on out to -- way
44t on the delta.

45

46 It's not real good habitat right now because it hasn't
Bdd really much in the way of -- fires have been suppressed in
4Bere to a large degree for many, many years. There's a few

#8cent fires been 1in there, but they're not distributed very
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#%ell and there's a large acreage in the '50s that was fairly
good moose habitat and fairly open because it had burned in the
340s that is now pure dense stands of black spruce. Like I say,
4t's basically a spruce desert, it's not producing much.

5

6 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more questions for Jeff?
Thank you, Jeff.

8

9 MR. DENTON: Okay.

10

11 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more BLM reports? Alaska
D@partment of Fish & Game Report.

13

14 MR. WHITMAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I'll try to go

through this fairly quick. And if any of these points, if you
héve questions on them at the end or during the presentation,
t&rtainly speak up.

18

19 First of all, I guess, I should explain I'm the area
m8nagement biologist here in McGrath and the area that I'm
2é&sponsible for goes from -- basically it's all of Unit 19 and

22 (A) and 21(E), so it includes everything almost to Unalakleet
23 Minchumina and part of the Nowitna, the Innoko all the way
déwn south to the head waters of the Holitna and so forth. It's
ah area of about 60,000 square miles.

26

27 About half of that area doesn't have high subsistence
AB8es in terms of most species. It's upland area, mountainous,
29ther in the Alaska Range or toward the head waters of the
3Anoko and the Nowitna it does have -- certainly has some

3libsistence wuses, but access to those areas by subsistence
BAnters is usually quite a bit less. The other half of the area
33 the lowland areas, along the Yukon, the middle and lower
Fdnoko and, of course, the lowland 1levels of the Kuskokwim
Bhver.

36

37 As far as moose are concerned, I'll just run through a
38st of things that have been conducted relatively recently.
Barvest monitoring continued, we had a check station set up.
THe Department of Fish & Game set a check station up in the --
#dbward the head waters of the Holitna River or the Hoholitna

B2ver, excuse me, to monitor float boat traffic. We have
483aditionally had a check station at the mouth of the Holitna
ééntacting upstream hunters coming up in big boats. The Board

45 Game requested additional information on float boaters, so
#hat's why we set the check station up much higher this year.
THere's also a check station over at Paimiut that was set up by
4Be area biologist out of Bethel.

49
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1 There was -- in speaking of the mainly subsistence uses
df moose along the Holitna and Hoholitna Drainages there was a
Bawsuit -- actually the court date was the day before moose
deason opened. Boat Owners United, a group out of Bethel
brought suit against the State trying to -- they asked to
6verturn the 40 horsepower restriction on the Holitna Drainage.
7 The judge granted them -- granted their wishes and overturned
8he Board of Game's 40 horsepower restriction in the Holitna.
So there were quite a large number of boats with greater than 40
hBrsepower that went into the Holitna this year.

11

12 Fifteen days into the season or about 15 days, the
ABaska Supreme Court overturned the Jjudge's decision and it
téverted back to a 40 horse restriction. Well, there were
tértainly a lot of hunters up there at the time not monitoring a
tédio every hour to see what would happen, so there was -- in

tdnsequence, there was very 1little enforcement by Fish &
W81ldlife Protection of that 40 horsepower limit on the Holitna.
1%hat certainly affects a lot of subsistence users in the lower
2a8d middle Kuskokwim.

21

22 Moose surveys, we'll continue to document trends
£Broughout the area, like I say, it's a large area and I was
génerally spread pretty thin, but I do have 12 traditional trend
gbunt areas that I look at. I try to look at on an annual
Bésis, sometimes that depends on weather patterns. There were
A@ trend surveys done last year and so we're a year behind in
28c0king at trends. There will be additional surveys conducted
£Bis year, moose surveys, in the north fork of the Kuskokwim
®here there's been a noticeable decline in moose populations.
Bhd at the same time a noticeable increase in wolf populations.
3Zhere have been complaints out of Nikolai and Telida and out of
B38Grath here also about the declining moose situation up there
34d so we are looking at expanding moose surveys into that area
Bhis year.

36

37 Continuing on with moose, calf surveys this past summer
38 I should tell you a little bit of the history of the calf
3firveys, moose calf surveys 1in this area. Generally what I've

#6und over the years has been accumulative calf percentage in
4he herd through the summer months up until the 31 of August of
about 20 to 22 percent. That seems to not be highly wvariable
d8pending on the previous winter, which is kind of a surprise to
Hhé . We aren't -- following a severe winter we're not seeing
d&6creased calf production or survival. This year, following a
#6latively mild winter, calf production seemed to be very good,
#W#inning percentage was very good. At the end of August for the
é8mulative calf percentage in the summer we come up with 11
p&rcent. That's half of what it normally runs. I can't
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dtatistically point any fingers yet but I assume with good
Broduction following a relatively mild winter that there should
Bave been lots of healthy calves not prone to starvation or
disease or any of the problems that might occur.

5

6 I think predation is obviously one of the things that's
@ffecting this local -- relatively local moose population. Wolf
populations seem to be increasing. Numbers of packs doesn't
Seem to be increasing tremendously but size of individual packs
10 based on a little bit of work that I did this spring when I
bt back, wolf pack sizes seem to be increasing. In conjunction
%2th that, as Henry has mentioned, bears undoubtedly have some
ifpact, especially on calves. Black bear numbers locally here
dfte relatively high. Again, I apologize for not having good
thean cut statistical data on black bear populations. But I
jast -- I don't have that, those numbers. As far as harvest of
hdose this year, around McGrath and along the Kuskokwim River
f8rther down harvest -- I don't have the information back from
tBe statistics section yet, and won't until next summer until
201 the moose seasons are over and the harvest tickets have been
Pt in, but my general impressions were the moose season got off
23 a very slow start this year but it did catch up. I was
88rprised at the apparent success rate locally. I don't know
@What it was like over on the Yukon and Innoko at this point.

25

26 One thing I have listed down here, and I hate to get
3fHaron going here, chronic problem with non-reporting. And I
?28ally -- I hadn't heard about your .5 moose. That seems like a

g8od way to go and I might ask you to help me with my taxes this
$6ar. But I think to reiterate what Jeff said, I don't know a
Bétter way to do it. I wish there was a better way to do it.
B8 a representative of the State and one that's been to the
P3lice academy in Sitka, I can't very well go against protection
34d say Jjust report at the end of the year. But I think either
®hen all the moose seasons are over, after the winter seasons,
36 you remember to send in your harvest ticket, send it in. If
$du get the reminder letter, send it in. I think the losers are
G8ing to be the local people. We have excellent reporting rates
fPom non-local hunters and from non-residents. Because their
#8porting rates are so much better than ours. I look at the
gtatistics and I say, gee, well, this area's not used by any of
#He local people. The Board of Game looks at those things very
é3itically and says, well, you know, if we do have to go on
pérmits or something, so many of those are going to be allotted
£#6r non-locals. And I think it's in the -- certainly in the
Bést interest. I hate to keep, as Jeff said, preaching about it
Bt I think that's real critical. And I hate to see the people
48 the local people are going to be the losers if we don't start
BAying off on some sort of system. And I'm disappointed that I
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haven't been able to change that around in this country. Still
@we have chronically low reporting figures. Whether vyou're
Successful or not, it's very important that the effort be shown.
4

5 I guess the last thing as far as moose are concerned,
&'m sorry I'm taking so much time, is -- I'll echo Jeff Denton
dgain here on the fire effects. I think there is a problem.

Bver the past 70 or 80 years there's been suppression of fire
8ctivities and it has changed the habitat to the detriment of
hot only moose but I think furbearers. And I'll get down into
fhrbearers pretty soon. But I think fire is a very important
@2ological tool in this country. And we need to, in some areas,
é8courage wild fires to burn or even look at potential
p#escribed burns. I think the best example that we have is the
1965 as well as the 1977 Farewell Burn area. Bull/cow ratios up
h6otil three years have been very good. That's an area that gets
fdirly intense hunting pressure. But following the hunting
$8asons the bull/cow ratios have been very good. Spruce is now
t8-invading that burn area. It's growing up some of the brow
8Pecies. Salix Alexesensis in particular is growing up in a lot
3T cases out of reach of the moose. It's just becoming a non-
PZ2oductive area compared to what it could be. I think repeated
#M3saic fires, not big huge fires that burn a tremendous area,
B4t a mosaic of different-age stands in there would benefit

2%erything.

26

27 I'll switch gears and mention a 1little Dbit about
28ribou. This summer's photo census that we conducted on the
M@lchatna animals indicated an estimate of about 180,000 animals
38 that herd. With the herd growing at 17 to 20 percent
dhnually, they're not only increasing in numbers but they're
RAcreasing in range. I think a lot of the caribou influx that

BBe McGrath people saw last year were probably offshoots of the
Bdlchatna animals and not their traditional Big River herd that
86rmally comes up here. 1I'd certainly like to see these remnant
Bérds, the six 1little remnant herds that we have in this
dduntry, be supplemented by Mulchatna animals. I don't want to
88y that we should overrun the Mulchatna area and cause major
dé8clines but I like seeing the caribou up here. We've done some
#femendous increases in season lengths and bag limits for those
dhimals. Also subsistence uses are certainly increasing as that
A2rd moves farther north and becomes available to people along
#Be Kuskokwim River.

44
45 Wolves, the indications are very high populations in
géme areas. Relatively high populations wvirtually all over.

BP¥edation effects I think are certainly something in some areas
4Bat are probably at the point of being critical already and
pPobably will continue to be real problems. As I mentioned in
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dliscussions of moose, I think the upper north fork or middle

Aorth fork of the Kuskokwim already is in -- potentially in a
Predator pit situation. I do have -- I will do increased moose
gurveys in the area this fall and I also got a little bit of
honey to do wolf -- a wolf census up there this spring. So I

ghould be able to give this Board better information on wolf
fumbers. And we may be able to do something about the ratios of
®olves and moose in that area.

9

10 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Excuse me, which area?

11

12 MR. WHITMAN: This is the north fork of the Kuskokwim.
1Basically it's everything from -- you could almost say from

hére to the headwaters of the Kuskokwim on the north fork.
Thaditionally that's been a big hunting area for people from

Nékolai in particular. I've heard for several years that
tHey're very disappointed in the number of moose they're seeing.
18 tried to establish a trend area in there in about 1989 -- '88

0% '89 and I couldn't find enough moose to make any of my ratios
B8 statistically significant. So hopefully I can find something
it this fall, find a pocket of moose or at least do some sort

BfZ surveys. This 1is a 1little bit anecdotal and I probably
8Bouldn't get into it, last spring I came from -- I had to go to
Midnchumina to pick up some marten carcasses. I came back and

32tist along the north fork, this was in the first of April, I
féund 22 moose carcasses, two wolf packs within five miles of
2dch other, consisting of 41 -- at least 41 wolves. So, again,
PBat's anecdotal information, not real scientific but I think it
d8es confirm some of the things that the local people have been
B88lling us for years. And we're pretty hard headed and it takes
B& quite a bit to get some money to look at wolves and expanded
B@ose surveys also.

33
34 The fourth thing I have here was furbearers. And we've
dhscussed -- we've hardly discussed furbearers at all. 1It's one

Bhing that with low fur prices recently it seems to have kind of
d¥opped out of everybody's minds. I still look at it. I hear
BBe Native corporations and wvarious entities always talking
3dBout things that will increase the employment in this country.
4Pur prices, it looks like we're starting to get a little bit of
dlrebound. And traditionally trapping and taking of furbearers
B3s been an extremely, extremely important, both economic and

48cial -- I guess social may not be the right word, traditional
d44e of the area. And I'm very disappointed to see the low fur
pbices. I can't do anything about that but the decline in

AGmbers of people out there trapping, I think it's got potential
43 be one of the highest employers again in this country. And I
4Bink it's something that as managers, the federal agencies as
w81l as the State, we ought to start paying as much attention to
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ds we can.

2

3 As I said, there seems to be a slight rebound in the
fur market. I don't know how long it's going to last but prices
dre increasing. I'm going to continue to devote a lot of effort

6- it doesn't take much money but quite a bit of effort, into
gome of the fur bearer management problems that we have, marten
8n particular in this country. I will continue to collect
Barcasses and do the management based on carcasses, also based
&l the track survey that I do and based on the trapper
dhestionnaire. I'd like to ask this Board's help in getting the
#2rd around that I am interested in collecting marten carcasses
18 particular to keep on top of trends in young to adult female
tdtios. I think it's real important.

15

16 We had a problem when I first came here. Many of the
t7appers talked to me about low -- chronically low marten
p8pulations. Again, I don't want to get into it in detail

hfAless you want to discuss it, but I emergency closed the season
aA8d took a real black eye over the whole thing, took a month and
dlhalf off the end of the season. Well, after that -- I'm not
8dying it was exactly, entirely because of that season closure,
BAt ever since then marten populations have rebounded and look
24 pretty good shape.

25
26 Marten, of course, 1is the most wvaluable fur Dbearer
8Pecies here. My estimates in the 1986, '87 -- no, '87, '88

88ason, excuse me, just for Unit 19, it doesn't count the parts
8 21, was right at half a million dollars direct income to the

Btappers. So it 1s something that 1is important socially and
8tonomically and we ought to spend as much time as we can, I
BRink, dealing with fur bearer issues. That's a guick run down
88 things coming up and things that have been going on. And I
dppreciate the time to be able to mention it. Can we entertain
dhy questions? Thank you Mr. Chairman.

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, one question here.

38

39 MR. DEACON: I know this 1s not related again to the

Ffilsh and Game. You're with the State Fish and Game?
41

42 MR. WHITMAN: Yes, sir.
43
44 MR. DEACON: Yeah. You know I was told by the village

H8re where I'm from, we driftnet and it's against the law. And
wé've been after the State for four or five years to try to get
4HMat 1n place, ©pass resolutions on that stuff, by TCC
é8nvention. And we tried as individuals to get that.

49
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1 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah.
2
3 MR. DEACON: And they just kind of say, well, you know,

£#ish where you have to fish, and I was told to report this by
5ome elders in the village to this group here. But since you're
6n the Fish Board I'd like you to know about it and see what you

Zan do about it because the people are concerned. And they're
8- we're breaking laws because of the State wouldn't act on our
part.

10

11 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, and I'm -- I hate to sound like I'm
padwning this off. I work for a different division. I'm in the
Gd8me Division and not with the common .....

14

15 MR. DEACON: Yeah.

16

17 MR. WHITMAN: ..... commercial fish or anything. But I

t8n certainly give you a name of the person with the Department
08 Fish and Game that is in commercial fisheries and should be
Abtified of this. And I think in a situation like this, Henry,
2t may be good for the -- for a letter to come not only from you
@2 for the Village Council but from this Board and let them know
PBat you're real serious in looking at changes in regulations.

B4t I really -- I'm completely ignorant of almost all the
fhsheries' issues. I just haven't time to -- I have to spend
26l my time on big game and furbearers. But I can sure give you
2Hat -- the guy's name is Russ Holder I think. Do you know
Rfss?

29

30 MR. DEACON: Oh, we do this every summer. It happens to
3lir village all the time. But it's .....

32

33 MR. WHITMAN: Yeah, I'm sorry I can't help.

34

35 MR. DEACON: People are concerned and they told me to
Béport this to this group. I wouldn't feel right I talked to
$du and you say we're not on Fish Board. I just had to report
38 but I would feel bad if I didn't say something about it and
38 home. That's -- now I let it out and so I feel -- I feel I
46ne my -- what I was told.

41

42 MR. WHITMAN: Well, I think if you continue on and get
d43hold of Russ because I can't -- I can mention it to him that

géu brought it up and I certainly will. But I can't personally
45 anything about it. And a lot of times in a lot of meetings
4hat I go to people mention things and then nothing ever
Adppens. And I think if the people over there are certainly
é8ncerned about it, then it should go farther than Jjust
#wéntioning it. I think it's a good point.
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1

2 MR. DEACON: I think that's one of the reasons why the
Native people trust the federal subsistence more than the State
because the State wouldn't listen to our subsistence use where
the federal agency does try to listen to us. So I would be glad
6f it turned over water and fish and everything to the
Government. I think it would make the State think.

8

9 MR. WHITMAN: Oh, I'm sure it would get their
dftention, vyes.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more questions, Angela-?

13

14 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Just a comment.

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, a comment, yeah, go ahead and
t@mment.

18

19 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: When we were in Huslia last spring

dfldn't we submit a proposal on the driftnet for Grayling? And I
Phink it's going to be coming up before the Board of Fisheries
a2 their next meeting to allow driftnet fishing for Anvik and

@3ayling.

24

25 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't remember.

26

27 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: I remember doing it. I remember
?8ading it.

29

30 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't think we're -- we don't
Béally have -- I think we have our hands tied on navigable
®adters so far until the State comes out .....

33

34 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: No, I mean Jjust to answer Henry's
ghestion about driftnetting.

36

37 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't think it was on this

B8uncil because we never hardly dealt with any fishing issues.
39

40 MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: But I remember hearing last spring
4hat they were going to submit a proposal to the Board of Fish
43 that Anvik and Grayling could drift.

43

44 MR. DEACON: We drift anyway.

45

46 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: We have been.

47

48 MR. DEACON: That's -- you know, that's the way it's
48ing to go.
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1

2 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, getting on with the
Beports, do we have any more of Alaska Department of Fish and
Game reports? Any other reports from different agencies, missed
anybody? Do you want to go ahead and go on to the next item?

6

7 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, you may want to take a deep
Breath before we move on. We're up to B of New Business, which
$s Migratory Bird Treaty Update. In the minutes of your last
h8eting I believe you requested an update on that. Under Tab 7
1% all the material that I was able to obtain from the Migratory
B2rd Program on the Migratory Bird Treaty Update. If you want,
I3can summarize that or you can look at the first sheet which

kdnd of covers the issues. It's up to you. I can summarize it
1b you'd like.

16

17 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think it's pretty clear.

18

19 MR. MATHEWS: It's quite important to subsistence use
afild I can summarize it. I just would need your direction.

21

22 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: We've been attacking this issue

2%er since I got on the Subsistence Council and nothing has
2Banged hardly.

25

26 MR. MATHEWS: I'm having a hard time understanding you
7 that one. It -- you cannot -- it's not part of the Subpart B
BPB8ocess or the process of submitting proposals to deal with
m9gratory birds. But under here, charged to look as to be a
B6rum on subsistence issues and to look at subsistence issues,
8bviously waterfowl plays a component in the subsistence way of
F2fe. And that's why it's here to be discussed.

33

34 MR. COLLINS: Has anything changed; is there anything
3h the works or .....

36

37 MR. MATHEWS: The only thing that's changed, if you'd
280k at -- I don't want to say it's changed but the -- where it

38 going is on Page 2 of that Tab 7 on the back side. 1I'll just
#8ad it because I would be more comfortable doing that.

41

42 The Service -- the Fish & Wildlife Service prepared an
é8vironmental assessment which addresses the alternatives for
#ésolving the migratory subsistence harvest issue. The
éhvironmental assessment was finalized and became effective
AGgust 8th, 1994. The preferred alternative -- there were
d@veral alternatives in there, I don't remember all of them, but
#Be preferred alternative is to amend the 1916 treaty with
€8nada to accommodate subsistence hunting.
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1

2 The conditions of that preferred alternative would be
3811 seasons closed until open by regulations; available to
Alaska Natives and other qualified residents residing in rural
dreas; regionally limited; birds used as food for personal and
family wuse and shared with community; and levels of harvest
Based on population status. Formal negotiations between Canada
8nd the U.S. may begin in early 1995. And it needs to be clear
8o everyone that the agreement must be ratified by the U.S.
$8nate and so -- and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act will also
héed to be amended by Congress so it's a full-blown treaty.

12

13 And the last thing I'd like to point out is that the
l4st sentence of that page summarizes the relationship of the
Mhgratory Bird Treaty to ANILCA, or Alaska National Interest
Lénds Conservation Act. And it says, thus the provisions of the
Migratory Bird Treaty, I believe it's amendment or -- and the
MBgratory Bird Treaties would govern subsistence hunting of
h9gratory birds. There is nothing in the MBTA or the treaties
@which support a preference. Subsistence wusers of migratory
BPirds under Federal regulation would not receive priority either
@w2thin or outside of Alaska.

23

24 Mr. Chairman, in the future if the Council would like
Bbre detailed information on the Migratory Bird Treaty or the
Mégratory Bird Program within Fish & Wildlife Service, we can
Rdve staff here for it. But when I reviewed your minutes you
£8nded to Jjust want an update. And that's why I didn't pursue
Raving staff, but there 1is staff available. And that also
3Pplies to Henry's concern about fisheries. As you know, you
dén't have Jjurisdiction over fisheries, but Eastern Interior
B2quested commercial fisheries' input and we can have them here.
3%ou can't take -- you know, you can make recommendations, but
$éu have no Jjurisdiction over the area. But in the future with
Bhe generation of the agenda, let us know and the commercial
Bésheries' staff is more than willing to come to the meeting if
BHey knew 1t was on the agenda and they could actively

P&8rticipate.

39

40 And then in addition to that migratory and subsistence
Bird hunting issue, kind of update some materials that were
g2nerated for the AFN Conference. It gives you a fact sheet

4Bat you may want to read on your own. And then it gives you a
éémposition of total harvest of geese and ducks, which is
¥8luable information for you. And that's pretty much the update
éh the Migratory Bird Treaty. So it will take awhile and be
Adégotiated with Canada and then it has to go to the U.S. Senate.
48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any dqguestions on the Migratory
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Bird Treaty? Vince.

2

3 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I think since -- 1if it's
411 right with you, I still have the floor, I would like to just
bring up the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Council
fesolution before George covers the Designated Hunter Task
Force. If that's okay?

8

9 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, go ahead.

10

11 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. I'll pass that out. Why I want to
42 it now 1is it follows the lead that Mr. Deacon brought up
daBout fisheries. I thought I had more copies but apparently

they have disappeared. Let me read one and then I'll pass it --
the few I have. I don't know what happened. I thought I had
hére of them, but anyway the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory
C3uncil met in Tok October 19th through the 21st. During their
h8eting they passed this resolution concerning factory trawlers.
18nd I'll read their resolution.

20

21 WHEREAS the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Council
28 concerned with the health of salmon stocks 1in the Yukon
d3ainage; and

24

25 WHEREAS it is well documented that factory trawlers
Pbesently operating in the Bering Sea for pollack are allowed a
By-catch of other species, including salmon;

28

29 WHEREAS it is also documented that a portion of those
881mon, chum and chinook, are of western Alaskan origin.

31

32 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council would like to
38e immediate curtailment of this wasteful practice.

34

35 This resolution will be sent to the Secretary of the
Baterior and the Secretary of Commerce. The resolution passed
®ith a unanimous vote of eight for and one absence. I only have
BBree copies. I'll gladly share those and I apologize, I
BRought I had additional copies. They Jjust wanted me to make
g8Qre that you were aware of their resolution and thought that
gdbu might be interested in whether to add on that. And that --
4?2 there's no questions on that, that will lead into Designated
Hinter Task Force.

44

45 MR. DEACON: Mr. Chairman, and are we going to do
g§6émething about this, supporting it anyway or -- this group
ddesn't support that?

48

49 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I guess they just want us to be
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aware of it, huh?

2

3 MR. MATHEWS: Made aware of it, you have the option
just like they do. If you want to make a motion to support it
and the Council adopts it, then I can Jjust send a separate
fetter or attach your concerns to it. I'm not trying to say
Zhat's what you need to do. That 1s an option you have.
Bealize that the Federal Advisory Council system does not have
9urisdiction over navigable water and does not have jurisdiction
dffer open seas. So I think I covered all the legal points.

11

12 MR. DEACON: It affects subsistence, though. Mr.
CRairman, I'd 1like to support this. It does affect the
$dbsistence.

15

16 MR. MATHEWS: Is that the wishes of the Council?

17

18 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Personally I'd like to hold off a
19ttle longer on it because right now it's -- we don't have no
2Qrisdiction on the waters. But in -- but by the end of
Décember I'm pretty sure we'll come up with a decision. And if
@2 do have jurisdiction then, we could go on this 100 percent,
Y3u know, jump on this issue. But it's an issue that's pretty
2dportant to us, you know, along the -- people that live along
Phe river. And 1it's something that we couldn't do anything
about until you have this decision. It's about to come out so,

27don't know, I'd like to hold off on it, you know, until we
28uld do something about it instead of just, you know. I don't
RBow, how about the other Council members?

30

31 MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Yeah, I agree.

32

33 MR. MATHEWS: So you would 1like to wait until the
3d4risdiction on the question is clarified?

35

36 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, if that's all right with
you?

38

39 MR. DEACON: (Nods affirmative)

40

41 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: How about Ray, do you have any
édmments on that?

43

44 MR. COLLINS: Well, they're exactly in the same
ghtuation we are in terms of jurisdiction.

46

477 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, yeah.

48

49 MR. COLLINS: And they're really not -- all they're
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dloing 1is saying that they oppose that, going on record as
@pposing the practice. And I think we could still do that even
@without Jurisdiction Dbecause it affects subsistence users.
We're not proposing a regulation or something like that. We're
9ust going on record as opposing that wasteful practice.

6

7 MR. MATHEWS: I just needed to warn you. I didn't want
80 mislead you. I'm not deterring you when I say that you don't
Bave jurisdiction. I don't want to give you false information
bt vyou could do exactly the same. And 1it's Jjust going on
técord that you're concerned about the issue.

12

13 MR. DEACON: I'd 1like to go on record just supporting
this resolution.

15

16 MR. COLLINS: You want to move adoption of a comparable
t&solution? And we can Jjust write it up.

18

19 MR. DEACON: I don't know. What do you think?

20

21 MR. COLLINS: It ought to be simple. It's just a move

d2resolution, same resolution, if that's what you want.
23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: How about a motion to adopt this
2&6solution.

26

27 MR. DEACON: I so move.

28

29 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay. It's been moved to adopt
Bl@stern Interior Regional Council's resolution concerning salmon
8th the Yukon River Drainage. Is there a second?

32

33 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: 1I'll second.

34

35 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been seconded and all in --

Rét's see, questions? All in favor signify by saying aye.
37

38 (Ayes respond)

39

40 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

41

42 (No opposing votes)

43

44 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion carries.

45

46 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. If I understand that correctly,

4Hen, that vyou're adopting the Eastern Interior Regional
A8visory Council resolution, and I'll put a letter to that
é8fect that you support that.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

3

4 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. That moves us up to the Designated
Bunter Task Force report and that, again, follows discussion.
Bhis is almost pre-planned. The discussion that Sharon had on
fhe concerns about reporting requirements that do not reflect
8raditional practices. George will Dbe discussing some other
8ptions or guidelines. This 1s a guideline to look at some
bfBher options. That's this purple -- blue, sorry .....

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Excuse me, can we take a five-
h3nute recess?

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Sure.

16

17 (Off record)

18

19 (On record)

20

21 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay. We're going to get started
A our meeting again. Can everybody take their seats. We're
28nning out of daylight. We're going to get started. We still
Rdve about three more hours of business to take care of here. I
gbess we're going to start with George.

26

27 MR. SHERROD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The report that
8u have in front of you is sort of the final product in the
BPocess. It was stimulated by a number of proposals that came
Bé8fore the Board last year, the proposals originating 1in
Sdutheast Alaska and on the Kodiak/Aleutians area. In summary

BHese proposals commenced as a way to allow an individual to
B38rvest resources on the behalf of another individual unable to
dé so, mirroring in some cases the State's proxy hunting
Pbovision. However the proposals were modified to be a bit more
R&beral 1in the species which could be harvested and the
3dnditions under which an individual could take resources for
3fother person.

39

40 When the Board reviewed these proposals last spring
4hey decided that the issue that was brought forth in these
pZoposals was not limited to simply Southeast Alaska or Kodiak
431and and directed the formation of a task force or working
g#oup to look at this issue and try to develop some sort of
#échanisms or means by which it could be implemented 1in a
B6oader context than just those two areas. The task force was
édmposed of representatives from Alaska Department of Fish &
G8me, the Regional Councils and the staff, the Board staff or
8Qbsistence staff, as directed by the Subsistence Board.
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1

2 During the first meeting it was decided that because of
Bemporal considerations that the group would 1limit their
Attentions to three species; deer, moose and caribou. It was
8lso decided in the context of the first meeting that options
would not be not considered or there would not be the use of,
flo, we can't do that simply because it has not been done before.
8The first meeting then identified four options that would be
further developed by working groups. All four of these options
$rove to try to provide a means by which one individual or
mlimerous individuals could harvest game on behalf of another
1Adividual or harvest resources. It's recognized that the four
bptions that were put forth were not the only means of
décomplishing this or mirroring more traditional practices. But
these were the four options given the time and the manpower that
#6éuld be developed.

17 Two of the options are not available under the Subpart
D8 process, that is the tribal management option and the 1local
hlnagement option. But given the fact that the working group
BRAd decided that they would consider any option initially and
Phat these two options did accommodate the essence of the
PPaditional practice of one individual or multiple individuals
£28king game for other people, these options were flushed out.

24

25 Currently these options are undergoing legal review by
Phe solicitor's body from both the Department of the Interior
aind the Department of Agriculture to decide which avenue they
8Bould be best forwarded on through the process, whether they
8Bould go directly to the Secretary, whether they should go to
Bhe Board, how they should be handled. So they weren't set
d%ide. They haven't been dropped. They just currently are not
3%ailable for consideration under Subpart D because basically
BBey deal with transference of authority, which would be in my
fAderstanding a Subpart A matter.

35

36 The other -- all of the options were basically flushed
8t by working groups. Between the first meeting and the second
B8eting they were reviewed, they were modified to accommodate
388ncerns of individuals at those meetings. And then the essence
#6u have before you is the final product. During both meetings
#here were a number of concerns that continued to resurface.
@fe was the importance of the resource conservation. All of the

#w8mbers recognized that the -- to perpetuate subsistence uses,
4hat the resources had to be considered.

45

46 Another theme that came --= reoccurred was the
dfportance of flexibility, that for a system to work it must be
£8exible. It must be able to accommodate changes in resource
48vels, changes 1n user groups, et cetera. And the last
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teoccurring theme was basically the belief that whatever came
gut of the product of this group or the regulations that would
Be produced by this report would have to be tailored to deal
with regional conditions. That is, that the group decided that
the cultural diversity, the resources and stuff across the state
precluded the development of one proposal or one method that
Would accommodate everybody, that there were Just -- the
8ifferences were just too vast and too significant to do that,
8o that whatever came out would have to be flexible enough to
déal with changing situations and to be tailored to regional
tbncerns.

12

13 While at one level this seems to have gone against what
the Board had initially sought to develop by directing the body
t6 come up with a means of accommodating this traditional need,
I6think that it did go forward and has accomplished the essence
©¥ what the Board wanted. In that light the task force -- or
tBe report that vyou have before you basically should be
ténsidered, I think, as a handbook to be wused in either
déveloping proposals or reviewing proposals that come in. That
2fh each of the four options, a considerable amount of effort and
2Rought went into trying to flush them out so that they could
2ddress some of the many concerns that people thought would come
Ap, but that no one option should be considered the sole answer
25 the problem. And what is -- the Board is not asking that
£2his body say, you know, give us Option A or select Option B in
2%¥s entirety, rather that in either reviewing or developing
88milar type of proposals, that you simply review the thoughts
£Bat went through here and use it as sort of a guidance to doing
$6ur job that you've been charged with.

31

32 A Dbrief history as to what has happened since this
PBoduct was completed, the Southeast Council basically adopted
BhAree proposals I believe -- no, excuse me, two proposals, one

86r deer for all of Southeast, that closely mirror the
désignated hunter option presented in this document, with the
8%ception that they did decide that to ensure that waste did not
388cur, that one individual could only be in possession of two
B&g limits at any one time. but that they could hunt for as many
péople as they wanted. They could have actually tickets from
£bur or five people but they could not be in possession of more
#Han two individual bag limits at any one time.

43

44 There was another proposal for Yakutat that allowed the
#bansference of designated hunters for moose in that area. They
d6d not consider moose on the Stikine because of the fact that
pdrticular area there was a no-determination, cé&t determination,
68 Stikine moose. And it was felt that that would potentially
é8use problems, opening it up to everybody in the State.
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1

2 The Kodiak/Aleutians Council also adopted a slight
Bodification of the designated hunter proposal for deer on
KHodiak Island. Tok, last week, the Council at Tok, the Eastern
Bnterior, basically decided to place this on hold feeling that
the general public, the wvillagers, should be aware of it and
Zhat the proposals, I guess, should come from them, the guidance
8rom them. Along that same line in Southeast, they decided that
Bhey would notify, send letters out and mock proposals to all of
the wvillages allowing them to pursue the community harvest
bption. And I believe Gabe George, who 1s the wvice-chair of
tBat body, was going to put forth a proposal for Angoon for a
tB8mmunity harvest option there.

14

15 As far as what is expected of this body at this time,
there should not be the feeling that you're obligated to do
dallything with this, except perhaps read it. I know that there
%8s some confusion in Tok as to whether they had to act on it,
d8cept one or the other, or whatever. That is not necessary but
6u do have, of course, the option of moving on any or all of
Phese options in one way or the other. And I guess that sort of
2dncludes it and I'll entertain questions.

23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there any questions for
@8orge?

26

27 MR. MORRISON: Mr. Chairman.

28

29 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

30

31 MR. MORRISON: I might make some additions to what
B2orge has presented.

33

34 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, come on up to the mic.

35

36 MR. MORRISON: My name is John Morrison. I'm the State
B&deral Regulations coordinator for the Department of Fish &
G&me. As George pointed out. we participated in these two

®8rkshops to come up with these proposals that you have before
Fou. The Federal Subsistence Board, when they entertained the
Proposals from southeast and Kodiak last April, and feeling that
4Hey weren't at that point ready to make a decision about which
68 those proposals might be best, asked that these workshops
44ke place and also specified that the State be involved in
ébder that we might provide whatever knowledge we'd gained about
#his kind of program from our first year of operating the proxy
Aiinting regulation that the Board of Game created.

48

49 The Board of Game designed the State's proxy hunting
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tegulation with the primary purpose in mind of helping people
get meat for food who were not able to hunt for themselves.
Bhey realized there was quite a possibility for fraud to be
dnvolved in issuing special permits for this purpose. So they
put the restrictions on that the beneficiaries of this had to be
people who were either blind or otherwise physically handicapped
@r over 65 years old. And they also limited it to those three
Bpecies that George mentioned, deer, caribou and moose, because
9t was thought they were the most prominent food species taken
f6r subsistence in quantity.

11

12 So this first year of operation at the end of the
$8ason there had been 440 of these proxy permits issued over the
ftate. An interesting distribution of these permits developed

15 that about three-quarters of them were issued to people who
loved either in Fairbanks, Anchorage/Palmer or on the Kenai
Péninsula, mainly Soldotna and Homer. About 54 ©percent
48together were Anchorage/Palmer. About eight percent of the
tétal permits went to people in the southeast part of the state.
2Bnd 15 percent of them over the rest of Alaska. And you might
2bok at this in one of two ways; one is, well, they -- most of
P2Re permits are going to go where most of the people are, which
28 of course Fairbanks, Anchorage and Kenai. On the other hand,
2% represents a high proportion of these permits going to urban
B&ople rather than the rural people, which originally was the
Pérget part of the population that was felt to be most in need
3% this.

28

29 So in working with the Federal Subsistence office on
BBis our major interest has been in trying to come up with both
8tate and Federal regulations that are fairly similar, as
82milar as possible. And at the same time the Department has
33o0ked at the analysis of this first year's application with the
F}dea of finding any way that maybe the State regulation might
A8ed to be improved on. And we have seen that from this first
$6éar's operation a great need for trying to simplify the process
3nd make it a lot less cumbersome and complicated. It's
dg8fficult for a lot of rural people to handle the complex manner
3% applying for one of these permits.

40

41 So they -- the Department personnel who have been
dAalyzing this have been coming up with some suggestions to the
B3ard -- to give to the Board. They haven't done it yet in any

dégree except for one item that will be looked at by the Board
4h its meeting in January, I think, to clarify who does the
#éporting from such a hunt. The hunter who takes the
Bbéneficiary's permit out and applies it then has to, of course,
#8turn the meat to that beneficiary. And the Board will look at
49 regulation that clearly specifies that it will Dbe the
50
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beneficiary who reports the harvest, not the hunter.

2

3 In the previous discussion that Sharon was pointing
éut, the problem of hunters, not in this particular process, but
Wwho just ordinarily would go out and get game and then share it
with the community, which is common practice, would use up their
ZTag and maybe only get a quarter of the meat for themselves
Because they'd given the rest away. So they're stuck. I
flentioned you described that at one of the meetings we had last
&Qmmer. And it made me think of the fact that there are two
tégulations about transferring meat, both a State and a Federal
t@gulation that require that when meat is transferred there is
t3 be a statement signed that describes when and where the meat
wds killed and other information about it. And I've wondered
jost how often does that document get filled out for these kind
06 transfers.

17

18 This is another example of some of the complexity that
p8ople in our organization are up against when people come with
glestions 1like Sharon had about how can it be changed. We
gértainly don't have any ready answer for that. Again, these
d2e questions that have to go before the Board or the
P8gislature even in order to get some kind of change that would
mdybe benefit a greater and wider variety of the populous.

25

26 Whatever we do on this in trying to not only improve
Plle State system as we go into future years of applying the
38ate's regulation but also in trying to get up a system that's
£8irly equivalent with the Federal system so that the public is
86t faced with so much confusion and differences of style here.
3We need this information that we've mentioned several times
d2ready in the meeting, the need for Thunters, or the
B&8neficiaries in this case, to let the agencies know what was
Bdrvested. 1It's extremely important if the -- either Federal or
3bate sides are to give the public the best service. We have to
Bhow what's going on.

37

38 Now one of the activities the State's involved in
PPetty heavily right now is taking the lead in putting together
40symposium that will be held next April out at Girdwood focused
éth rural harvest reporting questions and methods and what have
g2u. We have people coming from Canada, I think Greenland, some
Biropean countries, where other forms of subsistence by rural
péople occur and for which there have been several ideas for
éhcouraging and improving the reporting of those harvests, not
#6r law enforcement purposes, but for the need of good
Biological and sociological information, so that we can
é8nstantly improve the way these programs are handled. I will
#8111 to the Council members a brochure about this symposium so
50
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that you're familiar with what's going to be included in it.
And hopefully the Council might be able to send a representative
Bo that meeting next spring and contribute to it. It would be
Beneficial not only to learn what goes on and what systems are
Balked about for improving this kind of reporting but you can
61so maybe add some ideas that would benefit other folks.

7

8 That's all I have on that and would be happy to answer
8ny questions about it.

10

11 MR. COLLINS: Did you have a report by you said 400 and
&3me .....

13

14 MR. MORRISON: 440.

15

16 MR. COLLINS: 440. How many of them actually harvested
d7moose of the 440; do you know what kind of .....

18

19 MR. MORRISON: I don't know how many took moose, Ray.

20

21 MR. COLLINS: Or game.

22

23 MR. MORRISON: Or game, all of them reported game.

24

25 MR. COLLINS: Okay.

26

27 MR. MORRISON: Most of them I think were deer, some
28ribou. I don't believe there were many moose. These figures
d%e still under analysis by the folks in the Department that are
36oking at all this. And we'll have a report out on it

8¥entually that gives a pretty thorough run down on what took
B2ace and what kind of alternative recommendations for any
8Banges might come out of it.

34

35 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Thank you George -- or John, both
36 you.

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, if there's no questions for

B8orge on that, I'd recommend you keep this copy in a good place
B8cause these are guidelines to help you analyze proposals that
Bhdy come up this next round. And they're also guidelines to
B2lp you if you decide to write proposals dealing with this. So
please hold on to it. Thank you.

44

45 Mr. Chairman, that brings us up to the main intent of
#his meeting, the fall meeting, is to look at the proposed rule,
Y another way of saying that, the regulations that are
éRisting. And if there's any ideas to change those regulations
A8w is the time for the Council to look at drafting proposals.
50
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Now, under -- not to confuse you, you can either look at -- in
general you can look at the green book for regulations, but we
Bay -- we'll have to be careful, staff, because the proposed
#Zule has some different things in it. So the proposed rule is
Gnder Tab 9, but it is in a Federal Register, which the print
6ize and et cetera is a little hard to read. But we have enough
gtaff here to make sure that if you are looking at drafting a
proposal for an area, we'll verify it's written the same in the
Proposed rule.

10

11 And I -- in earlier discussion there was some proposals
tBat Mr. Deacon was talking about. That's all the notes I have
$3nce the meeting started that appear to be potential proposals.
14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: You mentioned there was any
@léadline on this -- on the proposal?

17

18 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, the deadline -- I'm glad you brought
tBat up. The deadline to submit proposals is November 11th. So
2fldividuals could submit proposals. The Council, it would be

bBést if we could try to hold off writing proposals now SO you
23uld have a vote for those. But November 1lth is the deadline
23 have proposals in and that will be put into the process of
ddalyzing them and also put into the proposal book which will

2bme out in -- I'm drawing a blank. There's a schedule in your
26 you don't have it. Well, I'll get you that, but there's a
8%hedule, and then the proposal book will come out -- I don't

28member. I'll get you that information. What page is that on?
29

30 MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Tab 9.

31

32 MR. MATHEWS: Tab 9.

33

34 MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Yeah.

35

36 MR. MATHEWS: Boy, I Jjust -- I got so far ahead of
BYyself. It's under Tab 9 in your proposed rule about four or
B8ve pages in. There's this calendar of events which lists all
Bhe dates, and I appreciate Angela pointing that out. We're

#Zflght now 1in the segment that says Regional Advisory Council
pliblic meetings, October 4th through the 29th. And then public
pZoposal period ends November 11lth and then the proposal book
#3r distribution is November 28th. And then public review of
#hat proposal book 1is December 1lst through January 13th. And
B&gional Advisory Councils will meet in February.

46

47 And I provided under Tab 2, next to your agenda a
é8lendar, that shows you the window of time when the Councils
é8n meet. And so that kind of gives you an idea. And then the
50
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Federal Board takes up these proposals during its April meeting,
which looks like -- it's down here as April 10th through the
34th. And then final regulations are published and then the
#Zegulations take effect July 1. So that gives you a synopsis of

Bhe trend -- or the schedule I should say. So right now we're
6n the public proposal period.

7

8 Mr. Chairman, we have a request from the public to
Bestify that you may want to address.

10

11 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I have somebody from the public?
12

13 MR. BAKER: Yeah, my name's Brad Baker and I'm a
tésident of McGrath. And I was talking to you a little while
dgo about -- I Dbeen in and out of here because I been doing

things all day. But I keep hearing this harvest tag deal and I
t@me up with a little deal. I was telling Jack a while ago that
18 you get like a organization like Cabella or somebody to give
¥6u like a rifle, a four-wheeler and a video camera, say, three
Places, to have an incentive to send those harvest tickets back,
Ydbu would get a better count on your harvest and what you're
2aking. Instead of some guy Jjust, oh, here's a green piece of
B3per and throwing it away, he would see that he had a chance to
@wdn something. He would have a better chance of holding onto it
ahd putting it in a deal and you have a raffle like, pull the
ocket out saying that he won this raffle because he turned his
£icket back in. And it would make everybody have a little more
2ficentive and you would save lots of money because there'd be
28ss paperwork than you would if you fine them or whatever, you
RBfiow.

31

32 I mean you Jjust have the people automatically handing
BBeir tickets in to do this raffle. And I don't know how you
BAink that would go over or not, but I was just trying to think
8F something that would give people incentive on their part of
36 so they didn't feel that they were pressured or pushed into
dding something on that order.

38

39 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think that's what Jjust about
é{lery corporation in Alaska does to get their shareholders to
#éspond to proxies and surveys and stuff like that. And it
warks.

43

44 MR. BAKER: I don't think there's a great big
dhvolvement or three year down the road thing. I mean it could
Bé put into action pretty quick, I mean by July -- or what'd you
ddy,

48ly .....

49

50
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1 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, July 1 is when the proposals that
@would generate out of this meeting would go into effect if they
Were adopted by the Federal Subsistence Board.

4

5 MR. BAKER: But you would have to con- -- or somebody
would have to contact somebody that was interested in donating
it or something to the cause to get them and have all the stuff
Bere and done and these laws passed —-- or proposal passed and
8one so you were ready when it came time to get your hunting --
¥6u know, your hunting license and all the stuff that goes with
it so you could hand it back in, be ready. I don't know how

12ng it takes or how long you propose to -- this thing would
t38ke to put in perspective to get it going. But the longer you
¥dit the harder -- you're going to have a tougher time getting
¥6ur harvest tickets back.

16

17 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Brad, 1is this state wide or area
k8de?

19

20 MR. BAKER: It'd be state wide, state wide. That way
Ydu got -- I mean out of staters, overseas, whatever, and you
@Auld have to probably put it so that you would have to pick it
A on -- what did you say, on -- you'd have to be present to
Pdck it up or something, you know, in the area or the State of
Rhaska. You can't get a European person coming over here for
g86mething that he won that he couldn't get to or it wasn't
fasible financially wise. So you'd have to propose something

PBat 1t stayed 1in Alaska I guess so it didn't Dbecome
d9scrimination or otherwise, you know.

30

31 MR. MORRISON: Mr. Chairman?

32

33 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, John?

34

35 MR. MORRISON: Something that the Council would need to
@6bnsider if you formed a proposal on this, 1s there are both
B&deral and State permits or reports. Right now it's running

dBout 150,000 harvest reports a year on the State tickets and
3}8's about 3,000 a year on the federal. And it would have to
ke certain that the proposed regulation on this or opportunity
wbuld make sure that both sides are .....

42

43 MR. BAKER: Yeah, that'd be -- that'd be fair.

44

45 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Ray.

46

47 MR. COLLINS: I think to make it work in rural areas it

wB8uld almost have to be by game management unit though. Because
49 you look at statistically there's a lot more hunters in the
50
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hirban areas and their chances of being drawn and where they
RBunt, they're more likely to be getting all the prizes. But if
Jou had something for Unit 19 reports, everybody there, it's an
dncentive for all of them to turn it in and it would probably
have to be prizes that would go to everybody that hunted in that
6nit and so on or else there probably would be very few rural

Zhat would -- you know, statistically that would get it Jjust
Because of the different numbers maybe.

9

10 MR. BAKER: I Jjust thought it might be something to

ldok into and a 1little 1less paperwork and financial and
hpsetting the people as far as passing laws, fining them or
bdB8herwise, you know. Thank you.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

16

17 MR. COLLINS: Interesting idea.

18

19 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's common sense. Okay, where
@8 at on our .....

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, you're at the stage that is

@WBere the Council can be proactive and develop proposals that it
@wéuld 1ike to change regulations that may more reflect
Pbaditional practices. For example, Henry was discussing a
Pétential proposal about -- I believe about having a half mile
2&striction along the Innoko River. And there's several others
PBat the Council discussed earlier that could be potential
BBoposals. The areas you represent might have an interest. You
d6é not have to write proposals at this time. This is just your
8pption.

32

33 In addition to that 1f individuals -- there are --
®éll, there 1is one public here. But in general 1if there's
poblic or individual Council members that have difficulty, you
Bhow, writing up a proposal, the staff is here to assist them
®ith that. You know, on some of them it's just hard to figure
388t how they want it changed. An example would be your Proposal
39, If you looked at that, that's quite a complex proposal.
THe staff is here to help with writing proposals for the public
ahd for the Council.

42

43

44 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there any -- anybody with some
48eas for proposals right now?

46

477 MR. COLLINS: Well, there's a need in 19(D) to do
g48mething about the moose seasons because they're -- there's

#Bree different seasons for 19(D) for winter seasons there.
50
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We've been working on the State side to try to get these
ogether. We actually had proposals in, which they did not act
8n 1t next time, but we'll probably resubmit them again this
Aext year, some of them. If they do, they're going to be on
sync. Telida has no season. One area's got December 1 to
Bebruary 28th. And then around McGrath it gets about 1 to 15.
Jt's pretty complex.

8

9 The problem is there isn't a lot of Federal land right
i this area. But I think at Telida they are close to that
Dénali Park extension, yes. They could actually go up into that
ddring the winter season and would have some Federal land. I'm
jdst trying to think of what -- what we're trying for was a
Décember 1 to 30 throughout the area. And then Nikolai with the
tbntrol use didn't want to shorten their's and I can see that.
$6 I guess for that -- for those other two parts of 19(D) if
tHere was a December 1 to 30, and then this control use area
¥8uld have this 1 to 28. That's one possibility. I can draw
$8mething up on that though I guess if you want to. It's not
26o .....

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: And obviously if a proposal is submitted
By an individual or organization, it comes Dback before this
géuncil at your late winter meeting. But you can -- Mr. Collins

2buld draft it now or with the assistance of staff and then
Bbesent it to the Council as a Council proposal.

27

28 MR. COLLINS: Yeah. And I think in 19(C) there's still
d9block of Federal land out there. Actually it's the

Béderal (ph) burn. It's only -- it has a September 1 to October
30 season but it doesn't have a winter season at all. But I
dan't know what -- I don't have any local input on what --
®Bether they would be interested in that or not. We'd have to
BAink about what the implications would be, whether -- I guess

8h the Federal season it could be limited to Jjust local
Bésidents, couldn't it? Is that what most of these are?
37

38 MR. MATHEWS: You would look at the c&t standing for
BRat.

40

41 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, and where are they at?

42

43 MR. MATHEWS: Well, for me it's easier to find them in
#le green book. And that's on Page -- we're talking moose,
ébrrect?

46

477 MR. COLLINS: Yeah.

48

49 MR. MATHEWS: That's on Page 104. And for 19(D) -- or
50
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19(C), excuse me, 1it's rural residence of Unit 19. For 19(D)
2t's rural resident of Unit 19 and residents of Lake Minchumina.
3

4 MR. COLLINS: Okay, yeah. So 19(C) is only 19, yeah.

5

6 MR. MATHEWS: And I'm calling up the assistance of your
Biologist, too, because in reality he's the one that's going to
Be reviewing the proposal. So the ones that you have mentioned
8o far as -- if I got them somewhat correct, you haven't passed
d0motion. You Jjust mentioned them, is 19(D) unit wide, to have

33 I think it's a September 1 through 30th season. And 19(C),
I2m not sure if I captured .....

13

14 MR. COLLINS: No, December 1 to 30, winter. I'm
150king just at winter seasons.

16

17 MR. MATHEWS: Oh, I'm sorry.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: See, the winter season 1is the one that
28ally is the discrepancy.

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. I'm standing corrected then.

¥38u're talking for 19(D) would be December 1 through December
28th.

25

26 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, except in that portion that has the
D&cember 1 to February 28th. And then maybe add a winter season
28 19(C) from December 1 to 30. And the down river one's
d%ready been addressed. That's -- 19(A) is down there and 19 (B)
38 -- that's not in this area. That would likely come from the
déwn river area if they were going to have anything on that or
P3ssibly Lime Village, Phil isn't here. But I think Lime
¥3llage is taken care of in the season they've got.

34

35 I'm wondering -- I guess we should look at caribou too
86 see what the growth of that Mulchatna if there's anything
BHat could be done to -- yeah. Oh, no, no, actually it's in

38 (D) is most of that Federal. There isn't much in 19(C); there
38n't much Federal land. ©No, there's probably no need to do one

£6r 19 (C). There Jjust 1isn't enough Federal land to make it
wbrthwhile out there, it'd be just the 19(D).

42

43 MR. MATHEWS: And, Mr. Chairman, to help the new member

44d others, essentially the proposal format is found earlier in.
4Bnd it's got these black boxes on it and essentially it asks
what regulation do you want changed; give page number and that.
430 if we did anything on this, we would put down Page 104 and
4Ben copy in there the direct regulation and how would you like
49 changed. I believe you want to add it's December 1 through
50
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30th season. Why should this regulation be changed? And give a
Justification. How would this affect wildlife ©populations?
Bell, then, now you can consult with your Dbiologist if you
desire. How will this change affect subsistence users of the
Gouncil? You could say this 1s a increased opportunity,
whatever it happens to be, and then additional information to
Fupport your proposal.

8

9 That's the format. So for others when you go back to
¥Bur areas you may want to next fall when you're with different
péople in your area ask them, you know, what do you want
tBanged, et cetera, go through these same questions, look
tBrough the book the way Mr. Collins is and see if the seasons
dppear to be meeting the needs.

15

16 Thank you.

17

18 MR. COLLINS: And you said you thought November 10 was
tBe deadline?

20

21 MR. MATHEWS: 1It's November 11th.

22

23 MR. COLLINS: November 11.

24

25 MR. MATHEWS : And as I mentioned earlier the
2p6dividuals can submit them. The Council, it would be best to
dd it during this meeting and then that doesn't preclude the
g8uncil. They will see them again at their -- at your February

BM8eting. And we'll have full analysis on it to both biological
3fd sociocultural.

31

32 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, I think I'll probably try to run
BBis through the Local Advisory Council. Since they meet on
S3%ate seasons we might be able to have one and get it in. Then

36 will be on the books and then this group can consider it next
8pring in terms of the position.

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: Will you be meeting before the 11th?

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Try to, 1f not, I may have to draft
gbmething and just turn it in to get a holding.

42

43 MR. MATHEWS: And Terri will give you copies of the
#é6rms so you have them. It just makes it easier. You can use
4he general form that you've done with the State if you're
éémfortable. But it's about the same questions as long as you
#drk it that it's a Federal proposal.

48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there any testimony from the
50
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public on any proposals? Any other .....

2

3 MR. MATHEWS: You may want to ask the crowd -- there is
#he one gentleman here that might have some. Agencies can
5ubmit proposals, too, but generally they do it earlier on and
through their processes. So I don't know if the gentleman has
dny proposals or not, but you may want to ask if there's any
public. They don't have to submit their proposals to you.

9

10 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

11

12 MR. MATHEWS: But you're here to kind of assist them
da8d give them some direction on their proposal.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there any proposals or ideas

féom the public on new proposals? Carl, yeah, come on up to the
hic.

18

19 MR. JERUE: Good afternoon. Well, this past hunting
88ason I took out a 13-year old. He bagged I think it was a
3%-inch moose. And we were -- or I was asking him, you know,
B2's only 13 years old, I was wondering if we had to report that
83nce he's under 16. So I was wondering what the requirements
@Wére on that. There has been a number of young hunters bagging
mbose out there and they're going unreported as far as I could
8ée. I was wondering 1if there was any requirements on that,
Rdndatory or what not.

28

29 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I'm not too sure on that.
Bfiybody here have an answer to that?

31

32 MR. MERRITT: I took my l4-year old son out hunting for

BBe first time last fall and I checked that out. And you are
84pposed to submit a harvest tag.

35

36 MR. JERUE: Oh, you are.

37

38 MR. MERRITT: From what I heard, sex, number and

date (ph). That's what I was told.

40

41 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, John?

42

43 MR. COLLINS: Regulations say all residents 16 years or
é4dder must have a license to hunt. All hunters have to get the
w&tal tag or whatever kind of tags are necessary. The hunters

#ést have harvest tickets, permits and tags while hunting that
#wduld involve a need to report.

48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Under 16 vyou wouldn't need
50
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license though, right?

2

3 MR. MORRISON: You don't need the license but you would
Aeed to have the proper tags though.

5

6 MR. MERRITT: That's what I was talking about.

7

8 MR. MATHEWS: And you get those free then if you ask
for them?

10

11 MR. MERRITT: They're free and of course they're not
t?oss referenced with a hunting license. It's Jjust the harvest
t38g that the minor has.

14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

16

17 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: I have a question.

18

19 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Sharon.

20

21 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Yes, on the other end of the

8pectrum I think there's an age, over 62 or something, where you
@8uldn't have to buy the license but you would have to have a
Rdrvest ticket?

25

26 MR. MORRISON: To get a little card there's a form that
Y3u can fill out, Jack may have those forms, you fill out and
88nd to Juneau and they send you a little ID card. And when you
g8 to hunt you just show that to the person that dispenses the
B8gs and they will give vyou whatever you need, or harvest
Bickets or .....

32

33 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: So then vyou would get vyour
Béporting form so that if you harvested -- well, even 1if you
dhdn't, you'd have to turn it in.

36

37 MR. MORRISON: But there's no ID card 1like that
d%ailable for anybody under 16 as far as I know.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: What is the age on that?

41

42 MR. MORRISON: Sixteen.

43

44 MR. COLLINS: ©No, the upper end?

45

46 MR. MORRISON: Sixty-two I believe it is.

47

48 MR. COLLINS: Sixty-two, huh. Getting closer.

49

50
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1 MR. MORRISON: A resident 60 years or older may obtain
a4 free permanent identification card. The card replaces your
8port fishing, hunting and trapping license. Disabled veterans
dre on the same page.

5

6 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's good to know. Anything
&lse?

8

9 MR. JERUE: There's another question I had on whether

10 how to determine whose land we're hunting on, Federal or
State. I really can't tell the difference, you know, the trees
130k the same, water looks the same.

13

14 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's been a big problem ever
$5nce we got formed, I guess. This issue's been coming up and
hébody could really come up with any kind of clear answer. But

I7think once this navigable water issue clears up a little bit
%8'11l have a better understanding of what land is what because
©8 the high water mark. I think it will basically eliminate the
RBfigh water mark. I guess, yeah.

21

22 Yeah, that's a big issue down there. At our last
£3811's meeting we had a pretty long discussion because there was
8éme people from Huslia that got caught hunting close to the
@water line, I guess. So that was discussed pretty thoroughly
26st year and 1it's never really cleared up yet. But I think
PHis decision that's going to be coming out in the Court of
BRBpeals will pretty much clear it up, a lot of it up.

29

30 MR. JERUE: The reason I was asking that question was
®hen we do report with the harvest tickets we put the location,
dpproximate location, and the State comes Dback with you and
8811ls you they don't have authority on that land that you hunted
84, you took game on. But do they refer you to the Federal or
35...

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't know. I ran into the
88me situation all the time for -- I got a moose where I wasn't
88pposed to and didn't -- they didn't ask me anything about any
#¥nd of -- of course, it might jeopardize my -- so, I don't know
4t's something that they pretty well, they let slide, I guess.
42's something that just -- it's just the way the situation 1is,

4Be way the make up of the lands are, and right now it's pretty
éénfusing to a lot of people. But I think it will be cleared up
451ittle bit more in the future. So I hope we don't have too
#tch confusion about that in the future, I hope.

47
48 MR. JERUE: Another question I had was in the past,
wBen I was growing up, we always hunted in -- I think it started
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on the 20th of August. If I recall right, I think it was 10
days or was it 20 days, I can't remember how long it was, but I
Bnew it was in August. Why has that been changed? If you have
any answers to that?

5

6 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't know. Maybe Conrad
Enows.

8

9 MR. GUENTHER: I really don't know for certain. They

0Aly thing that I've heard regarding that 1is there was some
discussion about the warmer weather and having problems with
h2at spoilage, so that may have been a major consideration,
thdking that change, but I really don't know what the answer is.
14

15 MR. JERUE: The reason I was asking the Council here,
the changes that I've seen 1in growing up. Now, the way the
hiinting -- the season is, it seems like the last five days that
¥Ben we do see most of the bulls out and they're in rutting
$8ason. And all the big ones they're going out drinking water
@hich makes them really easy to get. You don't have to go far,
Ydu don't have to look so hard. A half an hour you could have a
P2ophy moose. And I'm thinking it might be way to protect the
28rger bulls in our areas, maybe move the season back five days
% a week, something like that. And there is no problem with
2he warm weather now that we all got freezers and got
2bectricity to take care of the meat.

27

28 I see it as a way to protect the larger ones by moving
28 back. All the hunts that I've been on, you know, late in the
38ason that's when we see all the big ones out there near the
®ater, which makes them the prey.

32

33 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think Sharon had a question.

34

35 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Yes. Would this, then, be for

8tbsistence hunters only? In other words, you know, if there is
37 subsistence hunters only, I know in the Ruby area it's the
&8st five days of the normal season for antlerless. I mean
3fibsistence people can take antlerless. And instead of those
fflve days it would be five days preceded the season, which would
4ive them a chance to harvest a young bull, leaving the breeding
BAlls out in the field and leaving the trophies for the trophy

A3nters for later in the season. Is that what you're
g84ggesting; something like that?

45

46 MR. JERUE: Well, we don't a have a cow season, you
kow, preceding the regular antler season, bull season. So I

4fless my intention was to limit the larger bulls taken later in
#Be .....
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1

2 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: And it could be that the people
®ho would harvest an animal earlier in the season would be the
#esident hunters.

Z MR. JERUE: I guess.

g MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Because the larger bulls are later
&n. That would be for the trophy hunters.

%2 MR. JERUE: Oh, yes.

%% MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Thank you.

%g CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think one of the big arguments

A that around home is a lot of people don't get a big bull late
17 the season because they're already start rutting by then. A
18t of people would rather have a cow, you know, the last five
days. In fact, most people I know from around home we would
28ther pass up a bull if it's pass the middle of September, you
Rhow, and wait for a cow season to open. But it's good to get a
BPAll early in the season.

23

24 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.

25

26 MR. JERUE: August is good.

27

28 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, i1f Carl needs assistance or
@Whatever with writing a proposal as an individual, we're here.
38 he'd like. I'm gathering he's asking for an earlier season,

Bit anyways we can assist him with writing a proposal, if he
d@sires to do that. And he 1is bringing it before the Council,

38 you want to be involved with it. You will be involved with
34 at your next meeting i1if it is submitted.

35

36 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think maybe you could probably

230k at our season, you know, our season in 21(D), it's a little
B&t different from 21(E) in that we have a cow season and you
Glys don't have cow season. Maybe you could come up with a
ploposal that would allow for a cow season the last five days,
géptember 20th to the 25th. Yeah, I think it usually 21st to
4He 25th we have cow season and it seems to work pretty good.
83 if you want to come up with a proposal or something like
4hat, you know, now would be a good time while we have some of
#he staff here.

46 MR. JERUE: I haven't heard any input from the people
4 Anvik about having a cow season. The bull season 1is
d8equate, it's serving the people's needs. But what I've been
B8aring, you know, the last five days of the hunt is -- that's
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w%hen you see, like I said, mostly big bulls that are running and
2hey're not much use to us, we'd rather prefer the smaller ones
8r get them early in the season if we're lucky. So I guess what
4've been hearing i1s have the season moved up five days, but I
haven't talked to anyone in Grayling or Holy Cross, Shageluk on
that.

7

8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: We just went through that season
%ast year. We had September 1 through 5 subsistence hunt only
i 21 (D) and it was on the books for one year and we had a lot
©f opposition to it and it was finally changed Dback to the
d2iginal season, that aligns with the State. But it was
pBobably split 50/50 for or against early season, you know.

14

15 A lot of people like the early season because a lot of
péople are out of meat at that time of the year and it really
hélps out. And then there were a lot of people that were

bPposed to it because it was too much confusion with the State
$8ason, you know, so it eventually went back to September 5th to

2Bth season in 21 (D). So it might be a good idea to try it
dhyway, see what happens.

22

23 Any more discussion on proposals?

24

25 MR. MATHEWS: I think Carl is going to be working with

génrad on his proposal as an individual and I think Ray is
glbmitting proposals, as the Advisory Committee or as and
28dividual. The only thing that I have on my pad of paper here
PRat I'd 1like to check off 1is I thought Henry had a few
ploposals that he may want the Council to deal with.

31

32 MR. COLLINS: He's wanting a comparable one for an
g@3rlier one, he was talking to me about. Similar to the Aniak
34d Anvik.

35

36 MR. MATHEWS: You have an option, Mr. Chairman, if you

®dnt to kind of recess and then caucus, you know, a couple of
B8mbers and then work with the staff and then come back with
88me ideas, 1f you're more comfortable with that. That seems to
B8 productive at other meetings. I'll start fingering staff
Aére, but there's enough here that you should have, at least,
éAe or two staff persons per caucus area. And they would be
4Bere to assist you in looking at Federal seasons, looking at
44t determinations and looking at wording and justification. So

48 might be a good idea to -- I don't know, we'd have to see
what time frame you'd need to do that.

47

48 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: What's the Board feel on that?
¥8u guys ready for another break?
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1

2 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Yeah, sure.

3

4 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Get some proposals written up.
6kay, we'll take another recess, 10 minute recess.

6

7 (Off record)

8

9 (On record)

10

11 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Okay, I'll call the meeting back
t@ order. I guess we left off on proposals. Vince has some
idformation on new proposals here.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, I think there was some drafted for
the Council review, I'm not sure. You may want to ask your
Cduncil members if that's true. I think the proposals that were

b8ing drafted over here were going to be submitted by an
ifAdividual, so unless that individual wants to submit them to
£Re Council and then you draft parallel proposals that go in,
Ybu'll see those proposals at the next meeting. And I didn't
2zack .....

23

24 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, I don't have one for now, I'll
gtbmit one.

26

27 MR. MATHEWS: Henry, did you have proposals to submit
£28 the Council?

29

30 MR. DEACON: Two here.

31

32 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. I just got an update on Carl's
PBoposal, the public on that wanted it. He doesn't want to

B#esent it to the Council, he wants to take back what they
®b6rked on and go around the area he lives in and the village and
83ée what they feel about it. So he's not going to bring one
B&fore you tonight, but you will see some version of it at your
B8xt meeting. So I think that leaves us with the two proposals
Bhat Henry has.

40

41 MR. DEACON: Do I have to read or will someone read?

42

43 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I can read them if you want me
i4. I have two proposal here by one of the Council members,
Bénry Deacon, and this is covering a moose season in Unit 21 (A)
and 21 (E). And they want the season in 21(A) runs from
gdptember 5th to September 30, is that right?

48

49 MR. COLLINS: That's what it is now, this is what they
50
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kant.

2

3 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay. The existing season
#ight now is from September 5th to September 30th, 21(A) and
they want to see it changed to August 20th -- from August 20th

6o September 10th. And the other area is 21 (E), existing season
7ight now is September 5th to September 25th and they'd like to
Bee it changed from August 20th to September 10th.

9

10 And why should this regulation be changed? After about
$éptember 15th the moose start moving extensively and become
¥Alnerable to hunters. The excessive vulnerability can result
18 excessive harvests which is harmful to the moose population.
1How will this change affect wildlife population? An earlier
$8ason will protect the moose population, but still provide

ddequate harvest opportunity for subsistence hunting. It will
prZotect the moose population in Unit 21. How will this change
a8fect subsistence users? This change would not reduce

$fBbsistence hunting opportunity for moose, but would enhance
£Qture hunting by protecting the moose population.
21

22 Is there any questions on this proposal? It's pretty
23ear.

24

25 MR. MATHEWS: The Council may want to move to have it

26 make a motion to that effect when we get there.
27

28 MR. DEACON: I so move.

29

30 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved to adopt the
Ptroposal before us. Is there a second?

32

33 MR. COLLINS: 1I'll second that.

34

35 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been seconded to adopt the
p6oposal. Questions?

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: Is everyone clear on the Jjustification
88r the proposal and .....

40

41 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: This doesn't state antlerless or
42 what kind of moose is it?

43

44 MR. COLLINS: It should be one bull moose, is that one
Bhll moose?

46

477 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Bulls only?

48

49 MR. DEACON: It should be, yeah.
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; CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think somewhere on here
3t should be listed.

é MR. COLLINS: It should be listed right after here.

g CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

g MR. COLLINS: We could put that in, yeah.

%2 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I think we have a comment
fzom BLM, Bureau of Land Management, on that.

%2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

%2 MR. YOKEL: This is Dave Yokel, just a note, there is a

%¥inter season in each of those subunits also, you might want to
t8arify that you're not cancelling that winter season with this
tBange. Just to prevent confusion.

20

21 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I don't think this affects
P2Re winter season, this is just moving the season up in the fall
28 days or 15 days.

24

25 MR. YOKEL: Okay.

26

27 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more discussion?

28

29 MR. MATHEWS: I think there may be some. Mr. Chairman,

¥0don't know how you want to proceed with this because we can
Bfing up other information that may assist you 1in supporting
BRis proposal or rejecting this proposal as one coming from the
B3uncil. Do you want us to bring up those items at this time?
BA example would be with this one that you'd have a season that
®6uld be different than the State season. If it's concern about
@6nservation, you'd have a longer hunting period, then, with the
Pdssage of this proposal. If you look at both State and Federal
88asons jointly.

39

40 I'm not trying to say vyou shouldn't submit your
proposal, but do you want that type of discussion at that time?
42

43 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: This would only cover Federal
44nds.

45

46 MR. DEACON: Just Federal lands.

47

48 MR. MATHEWS: What?

49
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1 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Federal.

2

3 MR. DEACON: Federal. This is for Federal.

4

5 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, this is a Federal proposal, but the
moose don't know which season they're being hunted under.

7

8 MR. DEACON: Yes, I know that.

9

10 MR. MATHEWS: So you have to look at -- you do not have
td look at, I'm Jjust pointing out that the impact, 1if this
pZoposal was passed, would be more hunting days. And if you're
$8ying this proposal is to protect then you'll have to look at
thanging the State season also. I think someone else can

é%plain this better, I Jjust need to know 1if you want that
déscussion now or not? It will come when the proposal hits the
pZoposal book.

18

19 I'm not trying to stop the proposal, I just don't .....
20

21 MR. COLLINS: In other words, the State season wouldn't

g82ason, even on the Federal land there would still be a State
88ason unless you get the State to change their's, too, that's
#what he's saying. So you have to put a proposal into the State

26 change.
26
27 MR. DEACON: Oh, we got to talk to the State task

£8rce, once they see that, I think they can go along with that,
£60.

30

31 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, David James may have some
382her questions. And, please, I'm not trying to stop the
PBoposal, I'm Jjust laying out the information 'cause some may
FAterpret that I'm trying to prevent it. I am not trying to
Bbevent it. Thank you.

36

37 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Dave, go ahead.

38

39 MR. JAMES: Mr. Chair, I was just going to suggest that

what's appropriate is to pursue both proposal simultaneously,
gdu know, and you can pass and an appropriate recommendation or
#@solution or whatever it's called when it goes to the other
§9stem, to the Game Board, that you would 1like this, you know,
#le season changed. Because 1if you don't, vyou know, what
BAappens 1is you end up with a longer season. Because people
é6uld still go out and hunt on Federal lands under the State
#@gulation unless other hunters were specifically excluded. But
#Bat's a special case. I don't think there's anything wrong
w9th it, you just have to make sure that you try to, you know,
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et the State proposal to come along at the same time.

2

3 I mean, it's not an easy Jjob, but it could be
éoordinated. It's possible to avoid having your change with the
Pederal system and having the State remain the way it is, 1is
what you do not want, because that makes a longer season. It's
Possible, it Jjust would take a lot of coordination and
Bommunication between the two, you know, and at the last moment,
9f it was necessary, or for some reason the State Board wasn't
¥@1ling to cooperate then you could, you know, withdraw your
proposal or take whatever appropriate action is necessary.

12

13 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, I don't have the material
®A4 the Board of Game schedule. The Fish & Game representative
héy have that, but they're on a three year cycle, we're on an
dbnual cycle and I think .....

17

18 MR. COLLINS: Moose is up this year.

19

20 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, but I think proposals have

dlready .....

22

23 MR. COLLINS: December 7th is the deadline submitting
a4d then it'll come up at the spring Board meeting.

25

26 MR. MATHEWS: Oh, December 7th, okay.

27

28 MR. COLLINS: I just received notice that we have to
Rave proposal in by, I think, December 7th.

30

31 MR. MATHEWS: So you do have the option that David laid
84t, that you could submit as a body, if you did adopt this one,
83 the Board of Game asking to change their season. I was just

péint that out as an example that if you're bringing this up as
385 conservation concern, you're going to have to look at the
@6mposition for the area, as far as other regulations. It
ddesn't mean you don't submit your proposal, it just means .....
38

39 MR. JAMES: Mr. Chair, I would suggest, the process
wluld be, Vince will love this, 1is that you all could pass --
gdbu know, give Vince direction that you would like a State
pZoposal submitted to the State Board on whatever form it 1is
#Bey use, which is similar to ours, but probably different. And
Aé could submit it in the name of the Council, 1if that's the
dhrection that you give him.

46

47 MR. MATHEWS: And also the option still exists as an
48dividual, Henry can submit his proposal as an individual. You
d8n't lose that option as a Council member, you could still
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dubmit these proposals as an individual. It would be better if
2t was submitted as a Council, it carries more weight.
3

4 MR. DEACON: That's the way it should be.
5
o CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, we had a motion and

Feconded it, are we ready for a vote? Are we ready for a vote
8n it?

%O (Various nods and um-hums from Council)

%é CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: All in favor of the motion to
Hé8nry's proposal signify by saying aye.

%g IN UNISON: Aye.

%S CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

%g (No opposing responses)

gg CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion passes.

gg MR. MATHEWS: Just for clarification. That motion was

26 submit the proposal to the Federal Subsistence Board as
@whitten and that's where it stops? And you're going to proceed
@woth other action, maybe?

27

28 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

29

30 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Are we going to ask Vince to .....
31

32 MR. COLLINS: If you want it to go to the State we have

83 move that we submit it to the State Board, too.
34

35 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Okay, he moved to submit it to the
3tate Board, too.

37

38 MR. DEACON: I'd like to see that made by this Board
B&8re not by me.

40

41 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, this is going in from the Board. I
#B2an, we Jjust passed this to go from the Board.

43

44 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So we would also need a motion to
pa&ss it on to the Game Board?

46

47 MR. COLLINS: Right, because that's a separate action.
48

49 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Right, I'll second it.
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1

2 MR. COLLINS: For member, too, what this does is get it
Brinted. Now, it may be that the local GASH or something may
want to modify those dates, they may have another proposal, but

then when we discuss them in the spring we would have those. So
we could even change our mind in terms of the exact days if we
et in more information. But it does get it in there in the
Book so it'll be discussed in the spring.

9

10 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, okay. There's a motion on
the floor to .....

12

13 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: He moved, I seconded. Didn't you
6 move?

15

16 MR. DEACON: (Shakes head negatively)

17

18 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Oh.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: No.

21

22 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: I thought he did.

23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, I thought there was a
md6tion on the floor.

26

27 MR. COLLINS: Do you want to move submission to the
38ate, too?

29

30 MR. DEACON: Yes, soO move.

31

32 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Okay, I'll second it.

33

34 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: There's a motion on the floor to
8tbmit it to the State Game Board, it's been seconded. Any
déscussion?

37

38 MR. DEACON: Question.

39

40 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Question has been called for.
All in favor signify by saying aye.

42

43 IN UNISON: Aye.

44

45 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

46

47 (No opposing responses)

48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion carries.
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1

2 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, we'll have copies made of
Bhat, if you would like one?

4

5 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

6

7 MR. MATHEWS: And then definitely, Henry, you need to

8ake one with vyou, I'll keep the original and I'm making a
flental note that that'll be top priority next week to get it. I
kflow there's a December 7th deadline, but just to make sure it
dldesn't get lost in the shuffle, to get to the Board of Game.

12

13 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: And that was Proposal Number 1
fér this -- what proposal number was that?

15

16 MR. MATHEWS: You didn't have a number, but -- the
hilmbers are assigned later.

18

19 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay, vyeah. Okay, we have

dflother proposal here. Is this about the same thing?
21

22 MR. DEACON: No, it's about one half mile.

23

24 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, this is half mile. Unit
2% (E), one moose, however, -- oh, what regulation do you want
2bhanged? What existing regulation do you want changed? Give
Allmber, unit number of other species, if possible. Copy the
?8gulation from the published document. Unit 21(E), however,

28ly antlered bulls may be taken from September 5th to September
36th. That's the existing season.

31

32 How would you like to see the regulation changed? In
dddition to existing language moose may not be taken within one
B4lf mile of the Innoko River during the February season. Why
8hould this regulation be changed? Moose are concentrated on
Bhe winter feeding grounds in late winter. Hunting disturbance
38fld in this critical habitat can be harmful to moose population.
3Bow will this change affect wildlife population? This proposed
B8gulation should insure that moose are undisturbed in critical
48te winter habitat and, therefore, insure that the moose
pépulation will remain healthy. How will this change affect
g80bsistence users? By maintaining a healthy moose population
g88bsistence hunters will benefit in the future.

44

45 MR. COLLINS: I think, probably, you want the winter
géason dates at the time instead of that September 5, whatever
&Hat is.

48

49 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, February 1st through 10th
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in your area, that's winter season?

g MR. COLLINS: That's the only you want on top there.

é MR. DEACON: Yeah.

g MR. MATHEWS: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the season for 21 (E),
8he winter season is February 1 through the 10th.

%O CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum, that's okay, that's a

tbrrection on that. Any questions on this proposal? Is there a
h@tion to adopt?

13

14 MR. COLLINS: Yeah, he moved it already.

15

16 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, he moved, was it seconded?

17

18 MR. COLLINS: That it be submitted to the -- oh, no,
I9m sorry, I was just thinking about the Federal.

20

21 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, this is different proposal
B2re. There's no motion to adopt yet.

23

24 MR. DEACON: I so move.

25

26 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's moved to adopt the proposal,
23 there a second?

28

29 MR. COLLINS: 1I'll second it.

30

31 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to
3ddopt proposal. Questions?

33

34 MR. DEACON: I call for the question.

35

36 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Question has been called for.
B71 in favor signify by saying aye.

38

39 IN UNISON: Aye.

40

41 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

42

43 (No opposing responses)

44

45 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion carries. We'll also have
46 pass this on to the Game Board too. Is there a motion on the
£Jo0r to .....

48

49 MR. COLLINS: I don't think the Game Board has a winter
50
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eason, do they? No, I don't think they have.

g CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, this is Federal, huh?

é MR. COLLINS: Yeah, this is just Federal.

g MR. SHERROD: They do have one.

g MR. COLLINS: Oh, do they have one?

%2 MR. SHERROD: They do, yes.

%% MR. COLLINS: Okay, then it would have to go to them
téo. I'll move the it be submitted. The same proposal be
$bbmitted to the State.

%S MR. DEACON: Second.

%g CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved and seconded to

8Q0bmit this proposal to the State Game Board. Any discussion?
21

22 MR. DEACON: Question.

23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: The question has been called for.
2B11 in favor signify by saying aye.

26

27 IN UNISON: Aye.

28

29 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

30

31 (No opposing responses)

32

33 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motion carries.

34

35 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, here's the copies for the
g8érlier one, one is for Henry and one is for yourself. There's

31 extra one if someone would like it, I have the original.
38

39 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Ray, do you want since you'll be
é6nducting a meeting?

41

42 MR. COLLINS: No, it doesn't affect our area here, I

#Bink GASH and the others are the ones that need them for their.
44

45 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Okay, you need that.

46

477 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Any more proposals before the
BB8ard?

49

50
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1 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Mr. Chairman.

g CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Angela.

é MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: Could we direct the staff to write a
proposal to do a wolf study for Unit 21(E)?

g MR. COLLINS: Yeah, I would second that.

%O CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think that's possible.

%é MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Is that a motion?

%2 MR. COLLINS: Did you move 1t?

%2 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: No, you moved he seconded it.

%; CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It's been moved to adopt a
pBoposal for a wolf survey in 21 (E).

gg MR. COLLINS: Well, I think we're requesting, that
fBat, Fish & Game to conduct .....

gi MR. MATHEWS : That's what I was asking for

2harification on. Who are you asking this to do?
26

27 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Whoever has the most money.

28

29 MR. YOKEL: Maybe BPE (ph) will do it for us.

30

31 (Indiscernible -- simultaneous talking by Council)

32

33 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, I think Jack would be
Rdvolved in that.

35

36 MR. MATHEWS: I need clarification. You're requesting
d7study, you're not asking -- it's not a proposal under Subpart

B8 so it would be a request and others are advising me that it
388uld be part of the annual report or be a separate request.
48's not a proposal, we want to make that clear, it's not going

#hough.

42

43 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay.

44

45 MR. MATHEWS: And it's budget dependant and resources

4hd all those other good terms for that. And BLM is here in the
47kelihood. That's what I was looking to see the Federal land
p8ttern in that area and 1t appears to Dbe Bureau of Land
Mé8nagement for 21 (E).
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1

2 MR. COLLINS: I think also part of the Innoko Refuge is
3n that.

4

5 MR. MATHEWS: Okay.

6

7 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So what are we looking for; a
Bequest?

9

10 MR. MATHEWS: So the motion, has 1t been seconded and
that's where it stands, correct?

12

13 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Um-hum.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: I think what I will do with the request,
16 it passes, submit it to Bureau of Land Management -- or

tHough the process it'll go to them and then to Innoko and then
tBey can work it out who will actually do it, if they do
p8sitive. But it would help if there was some discussion as to
@why you want this study done, just briefly here. I know you
discussed it earlier, but it would be nice to capsulate it at
2Ris point why you want a study done in 21 (E).

23

24 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Mr. Chairman.

25

26 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Sharon.

27

28 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Yes, are we asking BLM, the Innoko

R8fuge and the State to do a cooperative wolf study here?
30

31 MR. MATHEWS: I don't know, that's what I'm trying to
g2t clarification on that. If you are directing it to an entity
83 just doing a shotgun approach.

34

35 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Well, we want a job done. Could
®6 write three letters saying the same thing?

37

38 MR. MATHEWS: I'll defer to the State on that. Federal

3Qrisdiction is on Federal land and et cetera, I don't know.
W8're not to meddle in their affairs as an agency staff person,
4 maybe they can speak to that.

42

43 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Would it be .....

44

45 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: John has some information.

46

477 MR. MORRISON: It would be appropriate to ask the Board

48 ask the State. The Board could take a look at the situation
4Ad the Board would Dbe representing the Federal agencies
50
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involved. At the same time, then, the Board could invite the
3tate to participate in this, Jjust like they've asked us to
Participate in workshops in designing the designated hunter.

4

5 MR. COLLINS: I think the reason, Mr. Chairman, or some
6f them that we stated is it's a critical subsistence area for a
TJarge number of users, it's a very important moose population
8here. Studies are being conducted on moose numbers and their
food base and so on, but we don't have corresponding information
i the predators that utilize that same area and it would be
&dod to have that to have a complete study of both populations
12 the area and their interactions. For the sake of managing
48d maintaining healthy moose populations in the future. That's
$éme of the reasons I can think of. And also there seems to be
dh -- local perception is, 1s there's an increasing number of
¥6lves using the area and we would like to know what impact
tHey're having on the moose populations.

18

19 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: So we'll direct a request to
20...

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: It's been moved and seconded, was there a
238te on that or did I miss the vote?

24

25 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: No.

26

277 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: No, we haven't voted. It's bee

m8ved and seconded to request U.S. Fish & Wildlife to do a wolf
8Qrvey in Unit 21(E).

30

31 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Is it U.S. Fish & Wildlife or to
B2quest the Board?

33

34 MR. MATHEWS: I think it would be Jjust best, 1like

Mb. Morrison said, to the Federal Subsistence Board and then
®é'll work it that way. I was just upgrading my knowledge of
wHat land base was in 21 (E).

38

39 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, okay. It's been moved and
g8conded to request the .....

41

42 MR. COLLINS: Some comment there.

43

44 MR. DEACON: 21 (E) and how about 21 (A); (A) and (B)?

45

46 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: This is for Jjust 21 (E).

47

48 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: That's where we're having the most
pooblem 21 (E).
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1

2 MR. DEACON: 21 (E) and that's the motion on the floor.
3We have a problem in the Innoko River, too. That's where the
wolves and the hunters are really hitting. Well, our area it's
bhe subsistence users, I think, more like.

6

7 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, are we ready for a vote?
Bny more discussion on this request?

9

10 MR. DEACON: I call for the question.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: The question has been called for.

1811 in favor of the motion signify by saying aye.
14

15 IN UNISON: Aye.

16

17 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All opposed, same sign.

18

19 (No opposing responses)

20

21 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Motions carries. Is there any
@fher proposals? Hearing none, we'll go on with the next thing
28 the agenda. And that's development of Council proposals.
24's over, huh? Future meeting plans.

25

26 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Oh, yes.

27

28 MR. COLLINS: We got the annual report.

29

30 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh, we'll we better skip that.
3994 Annual Report.

32

33 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, real quick. The copies

BBAat I just handed out, I'm changing them on the master, it says
Bhe name or organization as Henry Deacon, since you adopted that
386 your proposal, I'm making that Western Interior.

37

38 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

39

40 MR. DEACON: Yeah.

41

42 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, thank you. Yes, we're up to annual
#8port. I'm all ears.

44

45 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Who's got the annual report?
Who's got the annual report?

47

48 MR. MATHEWS: Well, the annual report for last year is
dfder Tab 6.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



174

CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: This is 1last years, 1993, I
hought we were suppose to discuss '94.

MR. COLLINS: Yeah, we have to compose one, though.

CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Oh.

OO Joy Ul N

MR. COLLINS: This is the one we sent last year, some
ofl the things, let's see what we did. I guess one thing is that
%& could note that the clarification on the mean high water
$2i11 remains a point of contention and the boundaries between
$8ate and the Federal areas -- I don't know 1if there's any
hdrking, like on the Koyukuk. It was suggested that, at least,
where one began there would be some flags on the river, did that
@6er happen this fall?

17

18 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't think so.

19

20 MR. COLLINS: Okay. We talked about that in the
gpring. So we might in this report that there is still
2dnfusion on the part of hunters in the Koyukuk about where the
3Bate and Federal lands are. I don't know if it's confusing
déwn in 21(E), 1is it? Does it pose a problem down there with
ahy of the late seasons or any of the -- which is State and
@which is Federal or not?

27

28 MR. DEACON: Oh, yeah.

29

30 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Well, we don't know, we Jjust know
Bhat the moose are there (ph). (Indiscernible -- away from mic)
32

33 MR. COLLINS: We dealt with that Aniak area, we do have
34 there's 1is a Council member down there not. I guess we

dbuld, 1in the annual report, note what we said about these
dbternate members that it is difficult with a large area and
3@me members not being able to make it for weather or other
B8asons that when we've had our meetings we've had areas
Gfrepresented and that's the reason why we're submitting a
#8quest for the two alternate members. So that could be written
4p as part of -- Jjust summarizing what we've already done here.
42nd I suppose the report, again, would include this issue on
4Bis study zright now. The fact that we lack the data about
what's happening in terms of wolf populations. Predators in
#8lationship to the moose and so on, the reason we're asking for
4hat study. That's not duplication, is it, to put that in our
dfinual report as issues that we're concerned about?

48

49 MR. MATHEWS: No, I was Jjust going to recommend that we
50
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dlo it both ways. That I would draft a letter for Harold to sign
Zequesting it, because it's not clear when the annual reports
®ill be reviewed by the Secretaries, so there could be a delay
4n that, so we could do it both, put it in the annual report and
then send a request as a part of this meeting.

6

7 MR. COLLINS: And I think that might be strengthened if
gou have comments from staff, they also mentioned that they
would like to see that kind of a study and maybe some of them

h8ve comments as to why such a study would be useful. So would
that strengthen the annual report if that .....

12

13 MR. MATHEWS: Yes, 1t would strengthen the report. If

T4 understand you're asking me to contact staff for additional
jostifications for doing this study, that's no problem to do

that. That's showing a cooperative effort with the management
afid the Council.

18

19 MR. COLLINS: Because I heard from the refuge managers

2hey were behind that kind of a request and they saw the need
fdbr that, too, so they may have further comments that would
g8Prengthen that.

23

24 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think also maybe the season
2hat was changed back from early season to the regular season
2hat was before on September 1st through 5th was changed back to
3&ptember 5th to the 25th in Unit 21 (D).

28

29 MR. MATHEWS: You would want that in the annual report?

30

31 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, it was .....

32

33 MR. MATHEWS: Because that's, you know, a proposal to
8Bange regulation request.

35

36 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's not a proposal, it was
8Hanged, already changed.

38

39 MR. MATHEWS: Then I'm not clear on what you're asking
£6r then.

41

42 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, what they want to know is,

#3re or less, what we accomplished in the last year, isn't it?
Ydder accomplishments.

45

46 MR. MATHEWS: You want to go over accomplishments for
4Hle last vyear 1n the annual report, 1is that what you're
48dicating?

49
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1 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, I can address it. May not,
2 guess.

3

4 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Well, I think Harold is referring
o Number 2 under important points to remember. The annual

feport may be viewed as a report card on the subsistence program
including the Regional Advisory Council system. In other words,
8his 1is something that was done that we may have recommended.
?t's -- the report would be listing something that was done, not
t6 be done. If it's to be done then it can't be reported yet.
11

12 MR. MATHEWS: No, the annual report is, as it's listed
hAder 805, is identification and evaluation of uses and needs
dAd recommended strategies. Yes, you can have a component in
the report that goes over what has been accomplished or done, et
tétera, but it's more identification and evaluation. It can be
$limmaries, but it's to point out deficiencies.

18

19 These are my opinions and I'm basing them the reports
PRat I wrote for the State, the annual reports. We were looking
at areas where there was a need for additional input or et
22tera. It can be the other, too, but this is a report that
R3nd of, in my opinion, is to flag issues of concern. Like
Y6u've mentioned already from your last report, confusion on
28entification of land jurisdiction and alternate members.

26

27 MR. COLLINS: Do you have a statement that could be
m8de as to how that positively impacted subsistence hunters. I
88e where something is implemented we might comment to say how
Bhat is making it possible for subsistence needs to be met, if
®& have kind of additional information on the impact of some

d2tion, that would be -- 1is that the case? Do you know? I
B8an, 1s there something we could say that would -- as to how
34's

3bfected .....

36

37 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Kind of eliminated some of the

d8nfusion as to two different season, hunting seasons on two
d?fferent lands, you know.

40

41 MR. COLLINS: I see, yeah.

42

43 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It did eliminate the confusion,

46 I think that should be noted in the annual report.
45

46 MR. COLLINS: So in this fall season, then, the
dllggested change eliminated the confusion that existed prior on
Afinting and it was -- and what, were the hunters pleased about
4Bat?

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



177

1

2 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, I haven't heard any
Gomplaints. Yeah, Dave may have a clarification.

4

5 MR. JAMES: Mr. Chair, thank you. As I recall at the

pring meeting there was general agreement that people in the
drea wanted to have that four or five day advantage, the did
8esire it. However, because it put them in jeopardy of breaking
Bhe law, they wanted to eliminate that possibility, so maybe the
pOint that should be emphasized in your annual report is this is
the dilemma that comes off this boundary problem. And because
©f the way jurisdiction is currently set up it prevents you from
hdving that kind of a four day early season. In other words, a
w4y to give local people an additional advantage or opportunity
b&fore the general season 1is opened. This is one of the
d6lemmas that you face. Now that's what I remember from the
$Pring meeting. That's seemed to be -- if there's any moral to
tBe story at all, I think it's something like that.

19

20 MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, since I'm way off base on
2his one, I would kind of request that on that section that I
28uld consult with you when I'm drafting that section in the
28port and possibly David James to get it clear, if that's okay
@wdth the Council.

25

26 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, fine.

27

28 MR. MATHEWS: Yeah, 'cause I'm not tracking you at all.
29

30 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: And if there's any other things

Bdr the annual report, you know, it would be good identify them
82w and then maybe we can work on it in the next few weeks or
83.

34

35 MR. MATHEWS: If vyou're indicating that if other
Bémbers have additional things that they can get a hold of me to
Rcorporate.

38

39 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

40

41 MR. MATHEWS: We need to kind of put a deadline on

d2opping that because then I can function more efficiently that
way. I would say 1if they have any additional things to add to
#le annual report that they should contact you and then contact
w& together so it's in agreement with the Chair, some sequence
46ke that, before the next Board meeting, which is November
47th. If that's agreeable, because then we can proceed. So why
48m saying incorporate the Chair is that the Chair needs to be
d48formed of what's possibly going in.
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1

2 Actually what would be best is you would contact me and
3 will contact the Chair and the people submitting it would
deave it up to the Chair's direction that it might not put into

Bhe annual report. If that's agreeable to all the members.
6kay. So it would be by November 14th.

7

8 Again, the 800 number is there to call and the past

Practice of utilizing the phone and charging it to the phone to
t811 to each other is still in effect. And David can explain
that one, but essentially if you want to call another member you
¥2uld charge it to the Fairbanks number so you don't end up with
43bill when you're discussing these issues amongst yourselves.
14

15 Okay, I think if that's it for the annual report, we're
bdh to where do you want to meet next and maybe before where we
$fhould discuss when. There's a calendar right next to your
d§enda, the X's indicated the beginning and end of the window
#%Bere Council meetings can happen. I would prefer or recommend
£Rat the Council try to meet either the week of February 6th
2hrough the 10th or the week of the 13th through the 17th
B2cause the Eastern Interior is meeting on March 1lst, 2nd and

38d, somewhere in that time. And that would allow me to
ddequately address both Council's needs.

25

26 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think I had a different date

g8t for that. I think maybe February 24th and 25th.
28

29 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.

gg MR. MATHEWS: What was the dates?

5123 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: February 24th and 25th.

gg MR. MATHEWS: February 24th and 25th?

gg CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

gg MR. MATHEWS: Mr. Chairman, the only reservation on

#Bat 1s the staff that's going to be assisting with you will
dlso be gearing up and working for the Eastern Interior, which

42 scheduled to meet March 1st, 2nd and 3rd. So there's
p3tential that weather could prevent us being -- one is weather
4Ad one 1is staff load. If it could be earlier in February it
wbuld make it easier on staff arrangements.

46

477 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I probably .....

48

49 MR. COLLINS: 17th, 18th-?
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1

2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I'd rather stick with February
33rd to the 25th if possible.

4

5 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: I would to.

6

7 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Because I have a lot of things to

8o the first part of February, the first half. And I might not
Be able to make it any other days.

%2 MR. MATHEWS: So we're looking now at the dates of the
23rd, 24th and 25th, then, somewhere in there?

%2 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

%2 MR. MATHEWS: Is that the wishes of the Council?

%; MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Yes.

%8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: And I think if something else

2ame up we might be flexible to, you know, move it up a few
ddys. We don't to overload you guys with work.

23

24 MR. MATHEWS: I'm taking indication by the nodding of
R&ads that the seems to be the most appropriate dates.

26

27 MR. COLLINS: That would work best for me, I think.
28
29 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think we're pretty much

38 agreement. We have longer daylight time, stuff 1like that,
Bdo, on those days and it's a little bit warmer.

32

33 MR. MATHEWS: The next question 1s location of that
Béeting.

35

36 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: What about Huslia? Since we don't
Bdve a representative from that area any longer.

38

39 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, we discussed Huslia and it
46unds like a pretty good .....

41

42 MR. MATHEWS: Since we don't have a member there, do we
A8ed to get permission to use -- I mean, there's no one here to
gpeak for Huslia. Or is there someone here to speak for Huslia

4hat they would like us to have the meeting there?
46

477 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think they would be more than
48ad to have it there.

49
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1 MR. MATHEWS: Okay.

g MR. COLLINS: You can check with them on that, I guess?
é CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum. (Affirmative)

g MR. MATHEWS: Okay, then we'll go with Huslia.

g MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Who's on their Advisory Committee?
%8 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I don't even know if they have
dfy meetings anymore.

%2 MR. COLLINS: I think that probably because of the time

©F the year we need to check the dates and the availability of
16 I mean they would have to be able to have places to put us up
amnd so on. I remember in Galena, even, it was a question for a
%Bile that there would be any place to stay there last year.
TRBat's a cold time of year, so there would have to be a check on
P2hat, so there needs to be a fall back, too, 1f for some reason
Phat won't work in terms of time or accommodations of being able
22 meet somewhere else.

23

24 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Maybe I have a suggestion here,
@811, if we can't make it Huslia for February 23rd to the 25th,
néybe we can make it in Galena a week earlier or the same date.
27

28 MR. COLLINS: Is Anchorage viable at all?

29

30 MR. MATHEWS: Please?

31

32 MR. COLLINS: Is Anchorage a possibility, was there a

d8termination on that or not? Inside the area or .....

34

35 MR. MATHEWS: I looked into that earlier in the meeting
36 that I could find there's no requirement that you meet in
$dur region, other than the fact that you are to solicit 1local
38mments.

39

40 MR. COLLINS: Right.

41

42 MR. MATHEWS: So local comments would have to go to
Adchorage.

44

45 MR. COLLINS: I was thinking because of the timing, if

gémething fell though on that, it might be easier to arrange a
£311 back, like in Anchorage, where there is accommodation, it's
éBoser to your office, then having to start all over trying to
dPrange it in another community or something.
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CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

SN

MR. MATHEWS: And also lodging in Huslia, I'm not sure,
Wwe'll have to get the community to offer the various government
6- village offices and et cetera and maybe homes. And the
gchool, I don't know, and the school is always an option too.
8o 1f I get it correctly Huslia is number one, if that does not
work out for some reason then the fall back is Anchorage?

10

11 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Or Fairbanks?

12

13 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Fairbanks.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Or Fairbanks?

16

17 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Fairbanks would be a little more
&8cepted for a lot of our areas.

19

20 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: For people from Huslia, Allakaket,
Hiighes, Galena, Fairbanks would be easier.

22

23 MR. MATHEWS: But for Anvik and the other areas, 1it's

24 we have to run you through Anchorage to get that .....
25

26 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: And McGrath.

27

28 MR. COLLINS: Where 1is most of the staff that will be
28volved in the meeting?

30

31 MR. MATHEWS: Your team is all out of Anchorage, as it
82ands now. Oh, I'm sorry, I keep forgetting about George, I
3pologize. George 1s in Fairbanks. Conrad and myself are out
3% Anchorage at this moment. I apologize, George. The
86ciologist is in Fairbanks or anthropologist.

36

37 MR. DEACON: Like for me, how do I travel to Huslia?
B8w do they do that; charter or go by some .....

39

40 MR. MATHEWS: We would make arrangements though
éharters or whatever. We would work that out, the travel
d?rangements. I mean, getting everybody into Huslia is going to

B8 also interesting, so it's just the nature of this area here
44 reach to 1is Anchorage driven and the other areas are
B8irbanks driven, so we Jjust have to work through it, that's
46l.

47

48 So is the fall back then, Fairbanks, then? It's good
48 have a fall back in case something .....
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1

2 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Huslia, Anchorage, Fairbanks now?

3

4 MR. MATHEWS: We can always throw in Juneau.

5

6 MR. COLLINS: Do you have -- you go to where, Galena,
dnd then -- can you go to Anchorage or Fairbanks from Galena-?

8

9 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, from Galena to Fairbanks,
¥8ah.

11

12 MR. COLLINS: Oh, you go there and done to Anch- -- if

18 was Anchorage. There isn't any Galena-Anchorage now?
14

15 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: No, no more direct flights from
Gélena to Anchorage.

17

18 MR. COLLINS: Oh, okay. We have the same problem in

tBat we would end up going into Anchorage and then up to
P8irbanks.

21

22 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Well, vyou guys would probably
23ke that.

24

25 MR. MATHEWS: Well, do you want to leave it up to my
P6ofessional judgment on your back up?

27

28 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: I think that's was we did last

Y8ar when came down here, it was pretty much charters going up
Bhere to down here.

31

32 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Um-hum.

33

34 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: It wasn't much of a problem. So

Baybe we'll have our second choice in Fairbanks, then?
36

37 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: These are the same dates?

gg CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

jg MR. MATHEWS: On the same dates.

jg CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Same dates, yeah.

ig MR. MATHEWS: Okay, pretty much on topics, issues and

gd6bjects, obviously you'll be doing Subpart D proposals; you'll
B& back again with the option of official recommendations on the
BK8nai cé&t, pretty much for sure, it's still pretty questionable
48 the Upper Tanana cé&t determinations. And there'll be other
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farious issues that may surface between now and then. Are there
dny issues now that somebody would like noted for this meeting?
3

4 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Angela.

5

6 MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: Jack, for the next meeting I'd like
o see a report on caribou. I'm very curious to know about
8hem.

9

10 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: For what region?

11

12 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: 21(E).

13

14 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: 21 (E)?

15

16 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: The reason I'm so 1interested, last

thdnth, in September, someone flew over our village from Aniak
§8ing up river and spotted 30 caribou on the bar, we don't have
t8ribou. So we thought the guy is still seeing things, you
Rfiow. We didn't believe it (ph), we sent two boats down river.
2We go down and drag out boat down in front of the bar and there
@Wds a lot of caribou tracks there. Then about two days later an
28der, who 1is 75 vyears old, he picks berries at Otter Hole.
Qéter Hole is about 10 miles down river from Holy Cross and it's
28 a slough.

26

27 He was back there picking berries and he seen something
8 the hill moving around. He's 75 and his eyesight getting --
28's good but not that good, so he took his binoculars and 1lo
38d behold there's a bunch of caribou up on the mountain, on the

Bill where he's going to go for berries. So I want to learn
BAre about caribou. If someone could give us a report on how
BBey travel. 1I'm curious.

34

35 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, we have the same -- almost
Bhe same situation from on the Koyukuk, you know. Two years we
Bdd, oh, over 50,000 caribou come out behind Koyukuk and about
BBEis time of year and head on up the Koyukuk River. That was
B®o, three years ago and then last year there was none. None

é0me, but there were, I think, 50,000 caribou came out around
gt. Michael. They thought that that was where the herd went,
frther south this last year. It might be some of the caribou
4Bat got slowed down, lost their way home or something.

44

45 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Um-hum.
46
477 MR. GUENTHER: Excuse me, Mr. Chair. Angela,

g§pecifically, what would you like know? I may be answer your
4fiestion now.
50
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1

2 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Where are the caribou around 21 (E)?

3

4 MR. GUENTHER: I would guess that what you're probably
etting 1is some really early migrants 1in the Western Arctic
6aribou herd. Because last year the Western Arctic herd came
down and -- I wish we had a bigger map that showed the whole

8rea. But the Western Arctic caribou herd actually ended up out
&n the Yukon River Delta clear down to the mouth of the Yukon
River. They didn't cross the Yukon River down there. So
Wéstern Arctic has been, every year for a number of years now
tBe range has been expanding farther and farther.

13

14 So probably, almost for sure, what you're seeing were
Western Arctic and most probably the front edge of the movement
6 Western Arctic animals moving down through that area onto the
¥intering area.

18
19 MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: Because at first some of the people
2Aought -- you know, Aniak people always have caribou in the

@intertime, but those things can't swim across the Yukon, it's
?2ally fast water.

23

24 MR. GUENTHER: Well, they cross some hugh rivers in
¢adnada, the Porcupine herd crosses some really large rivers,
2hey cross them with ice flows in them. I mean, caribou are
2dpable of swimming some very large rivers and some very rapid
28vers. In fact, some of the rivers in Canada, they had such
88rong current that a lot of the caribou are killed actually on
86me of the crossings. So they certainly are capable of doing
Bhat. That would be my guess at this point.

32

33 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: We have a question from the
3ddience.

35

36 MR. DENTON: Yeah, I missed exactly where you saw
BHose, but there's -- there 1is also a possibility -- where did
$8u say that they were seen again-?

39

40 MS. DEMIENTIEFEF: Right in front of town, on the
45land.

42

43 MR. DENTON: Okay, now, that could be what he Jjust
é4plained or we also had reports of Mulchatna animals crossing
4he Kuskokwim going north. In and around Crooked Creek last

g6ar there were several hundred head seen swimming across the
¥idkon, they were swimming across. And the ability of caribou to
é8oss the Yukon is well documented, they're major crossings in
#Be late 1800s of large numbers of caribou crossing further out
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dbn the delta and Marshall area, 1840's accounts of large numbers
2rossing the river at Anvik. And so there's -- it's been well
documented over the years of large numbers crossing the Yukon
Biver, so it's a fairly normal event for caribou to do that.

5

6 MS. DEMIENTIEFF: Well, I want more information.

7

8 MR. DENTON: We'll they were seen crossing the
Buskokwim down here. That was last fall.

10

11 COURT REPORTER: I <can tell it's getting late
M2. Chair. I mean, these ©people are moving away from
th3crophones and I'd appreciate them not doing so.

14

15 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I think 1is it and it's

about that time to check in pretty shortly here, so we'll try to
¥Zap it up in the next few minutes.

18

19 Yeah, I'm pretty sure we'll have an answer at our next
20 we'll have an answer on that, huh?

21

22 MR. MATHEWS: Is there going to need to be a report for
£Bis next meeting-?

24

25 MS. DEMIENTIEFE: Yes.

26

27 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. And it's clear?

28

29 MR. GUENTHER: (Nods affirmatively)

30

31 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, so there will be a report on the
ddribou for the next meeting then.

33

34 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Um-hum.

35

36 MR. MATHEWS: Okay, thank you.

37

38 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Is there any other topics or

38sues for our next meeting? If not, we can always call up.

40

41 MR. MATHEWS: And also there's just one topic I want to
B?2ing up, 1is that if we are in Huslia, I would ask the Chair or
d8yone else to invite one of the elders to come and -- other
€4uncil meetings have a moment in the beginning for a prayer or
g8bme kind of comment and then at the end a closure. I would ask
#he Chair or someone that's more familiar with Huslia to invite
§@meone to do that, if this Council agrees to that. It sets the
#8ne for the whole meeting. So that's the only other thing and
2911 work with the Chair to see 1f there's a particular
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individual that we should contract.

2

3 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, I have one person in mind
dlready on that, so that's no problem. What I'd like is maybe
et the Galena staff involved and let them know our intentions
6f having a meeting in Huslia, because they work pretty close
Wwith them too. Fish & Wildlife in Galena.

8

9 MR. MATHEWS: So you mean Pete DeMatteo and Paul
Lfledburg.

11

12 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, Pete and Paul and the other
&8ys. I forgot their name right now.

14

15 MR. MATHEWS: Okay. Thank you.

16

17 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: New guy anyway. Is there any
¢tB8mment from the audience or any other issues? We have a
&éntleman here that just came in.

20

21 MR. ALMSEY: I'd like to say a few things.

22

23 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah, come on up to the mic here,
Y6u're more than welcome.

25

26 MR. ALMSEY: Well, I'm Ted Almsey, I'm going on 50
§@ars in Alaska right now and 49 years in roadless areas beyond
2Be frontier. 1I've earned my livelihood as a registered guide,

B8ospector, miner, living off the land like most of the people
B8re. And I got my first registered guide license in 1950 and
BY current license -- I can't tell you all units I'm licensed
83r, but originally I was licensed for all of Alaska except
38utheastern.

34

35 And I'd like to say that two things that we should do
36 to bring moose and caribou back under the Guide Law because
BHere's too much waste and too many people coming here,
B8reigners come in here. Our local meat cutter here, he claims
Bhat waste, after he get is it, is about 50 percent and a lot of
#Be stuff -- this stuff that they bring in boned out, I'd say
#he meat loss on those are probably 75 percent or more. In
#3ct, I got something this fall from the game warden here who
B3d confiscated sheep meat that somebody boned out and by the
#dme I got done trimming it there wasn't a thing in it that you

ébuld use for fry meat, it was Jjust all stew meat. And I
p6obably lost half of it in the trimming. You know, it was
43ed, but not for human consumption.

48

49 And I feel that by putting none residents and aliens
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back under the Guide Law there's going to be more meat for the
Beople that live here because there's going to be less waste and
Bess people coming in to take our fish and game from us.

4

5 And there's another factor, it seems like today -- when
& got my guide license, I think there were only something like
@nly 40 guides, registered guides in Alaska. And you had to
Bave lived in Alaska continuously for five vyears. Have five
9ears of experience in order -- that was the first
@f@alification. And today, as I understand it, the majority of
the registered guides here are residents of the United States,
tRey're not residents of Alaska and I think that that should be
d3e requirement is in order to hold a registered guide license
14 Alaska that you should be a year around resident of Alaska.
15

16 And we're having trouble with too many guides. Before
$%atehood we didn't have a problem, but after statehood, they
@8cided that the more guides, the more money was going to come
ifto the country, so they ended up with some kind of a boy scout
déal where you could go down to a barroom with somebody, look
d¥er a map and go down and apply for a license and get it. Then
@2 got, what we call, sweepers coming in. We'll back at that
£3me none of us told where we -- our hunting area was because
2Be country was opened to everybody. And I wanted to put a
26dge in, but I couldn't. I figured, well, if I go and put
Rérmanent facilities in anybody that comes along with a rented
dirplane and a borrowed tent could come in on me and clean the
28untry out and leave and that was the way they were going, they
@w8re Jjust cleaning the country out and going off.

30

31 And so now they got this guide area business for
stfitters, well, why not limit an outfitter to one unit, the
g8it in which he resides. I can guide for any other outfitter
34 most of Alaska. I don't -- with the license I got I don't
Bave to have to outfit in the other units, but I'd be limited to
gatfitting in Unit 19 and I fell, well, that's acceptable, all
Bight. But by putting some of these restrictions on the guides
38d outfitters, there's going to be less of our meat that's

G8ing out of the country that we're not getting. And these
é06nfounded, damn, environmentalists that -- or wolf lovers,
dbmebody ought to hang most of them.

42

43 We're losing lots of our meat in the wintertime between
déep snow and starvation and excessive wolf population. And

wblves, I guess they figure like us with a deep freeze, they'll
é6éme along and if they run into a whole bunch of moose down on
#lle river they kill them, but then don't necessarily set there
48til they eat them up. They'll go on. Maybe if they get
BABngry they'll come back again. They do the same thing with
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taribou. They'll kill anything they can kill and they'll have a
good feed or two and then they go on.

3

4 And I remember one fall, I never thought about wolves
dating fish. While I was up here in the range and here were the
fast salmon come up to spawn and snow on the ground. I go up to
fhe cabin one morning and here's wolf tracks all over the place
8nd salmon dragged out of this little creek, all over the bank
adnd partly eaten and the wolves had gone. Well, they'll eat
daflything. And when they get hungry they'll clean out the
b&aver, they'll clean out the muskrat, they'll clean out
daAything, we ain't got nothing left for food.

13

14 And 1in these timbered areas -- now, I was up in
Fairbanks, I think it was '52-53, worked for Wien and Fish &
Weldlife had brought a dozen Super Cubs, they had their hunters
afid their pilots, and Jay Hammond was one of them, out killing
481 the wolves they could kill. Well, Wien's pilots would -- I
tBink they worked for two week straight or something like that
28d then they could get about a week off. Well, Arctic
gbntractors had left a bunch of fuel up along the north slope of
2Re Brooks Range, these guys knew where it was, so they didn't
R3ve to take any fuel up there. And they went up and between
2he Kobuck and the Noatak and the North Slope they were
8haughtering wolves to beat the band.

26

27 But the point is that they never wiped out the wolves,
481 they did was control them. And down in these timbered areas
BR8re, I don't care how much area hunting you do, you're not
G6ing to wipe the wolves out, that's all there is to it. In the
Barren ground up there there's a chance that you can wipe some
3% them out, but the caribou herds went something like 75,000 up
83 750,000 or something, over the next few years. And we had
®é1f control here for at least 20 years, from before statehood
8211 about 1970. And around 1970 and later in this part of
Btaska, right here in Unit 19, we were allowed two moose if we
®dnted. And there was lots of moose. And today, by golly, it's
gétting harder and harder and harder just to get a moose for

$0urself for the winter. And so there's got to be something,
g406me solution to that.

41

42 I don't know if I have much else to say on it, but I
4Bink those things should be addressed. You guys got any
éémments?

45

46 CHATIRMAN HUNTINGTON: You brought up some pretty good
pdints. I'm pretty sure of that because I noticed a lot more

48d more wolves and it's getting to be too much to handle right
48w 1in my area, too, because I've seen the results of what
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they've been doing last spring after crusts and they were .....
2

3 MR. ALMSEY: Well, that's it, they can run on the
érusts and then the moose and caribou are stuck, you know.

5

o MR. COLLINS: Our problem, Ted, 1is that we probably
Have no jurisdiction or no impact because the guides are under
8tate regulation. All we do is advise the Federal seasons on
Pederal lands, so we probably would not .....

10

11 MR. ALMSEY: You have no control of the guide business.
12

13 MR. COLLINS: No.

14

15 MR. ALMSEY: There's one other thing, too, that I
méticed the feds are giving us a bad time on -- years back,

b&fore statehood, the people along these rivers, didn't make any
d&fference if you were a Native or non-Native, families went out
dafd fished. And they got all the fish they could handle. Well,
£Rey had their fish houses, they put up dog fish and they put up
gating fish. And subsistence was never a cashless society under
P2S. rule in Alaska, i1t was less cash, but not cashless. We all
BR38d to have money for something.

24

25 You go out and cut your own wood, yeah, so you had your
£6el. You got your fish, yes, so you had something to eat. The
8lirplus fish that they could up for dog feed or something like
PBat, you took it down to the trader and you traded it in for

88mething to eat. You had extra salmon strips and things like
Bhat, you sold them to whoever wanted them. That wasn't a
@bmmercial operation, that was family 1living. And the same

BRing, we used to buy kegs of salmon bellies from people that
P8t them up and stuff like that. Well, that should still be the
B4y it went. Trapping was the same thing. It was a part of our
33velihood, guiding the same thing. I never made a living
g6iding, most of the guys didn't, that was just part of our way
8% life.

38

39 And so in years back, too, I didn't know any white man
4he country would have -- we all always called them clubs, these
glS. made snowshoes, everybody used Native made snowshoes. The

Hatives made moccasins; the Natives made mits and caps and
pd8rkies (sic) and everybody in the country wore that kind of
g8uff. So part of the fur that they took was manufactured
46cally and sold too. And I think there should be some means of
gétting back to that, that was subsistence lifestyle, that's
whHat it was. You used what you needed for yourself, personally,
48d what surplus you had you produced and sold. But you can't
€81l those commercial operations, they were commercial
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bperations, they were just a way of life. And I think that some
@f that should be returned.

3

4 Well, I guess that's about all I've got to say.

5

o CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's an ear full, that's good,
you made a lot of good points. But I think that's what were
8rying to get back to, you know, we lost a lot of -- a lot of

ur rights to hunt and fish where we used to and we're trying to
&6t some of that back.

11

12 MR. ALMSEY: Well, that's what I think -- 1like I say,
tBe family fishing deal, when they say you can't sell it because
¥éu took it for subsistence use, that's not right.

15

16 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.
17
18 MR. ALMSEY: I mean, 1if you're taking it and you're a

t8mmercial fisherman and you're selling off part of it or
86mething, that's something different, but I mean, when you're
3list subsistence fishing -- if you can't go out and get a bunch
df white fish, and I'm hungry, and I'm willing to buy a dozen
wRite fish from you, I should be able to do that and that
8hoculdn't be any commercial business or anything like this, you
Rbhow.

26

27 CHATRMAN HUNTINGTON: Yeah.

28

29 MR. ALMSEY: But I think those things should be brought
gp with these people and maybe let them know that that was the
®ay of 1life 1in the country. Everything has changed since

82atehood and with all this welfare stuff you can't say what's
®Bat today, you know. But that's the way it used to be years
34o0.

35

36 Well, I thank you guys for listening. I figured I -- I
débated about coming up. Everyone of these public meetings I go
88 everything seems to be predetermined before you get there,
$0u feel it's a waste of your and effort to even come, but I
d8cided that, well, I'd come up for a few minutes and see I
éduld made a difference. So I thank you people.

42
43 CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: That's the kind of comments we
44ke to hear. Any other questions or statements before we

48journ? I'm ready for adjournment, I call for adjournment.
46

47 MS. GURTLER-STRICK: Second.
48

49 MR. COLLINS: Question.
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CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: All those in favor signify by
aying aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

CHAIRMAN HUNTINGTON: Meeting adjourned.

OoOoJoyuU dwd

(END OF PROCEEDINGS)
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