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1                   P R O C E E D I N G S  
2  
3             (Hooper Bay, Alaska - 3/16/2007)  
4  
5                  (On record)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  We are down to  
8  Proposal -- I think we're down to crossover proposals  
9  this morning.  If I'm correct.  
10  
11                 Do we need a roll call?  Mr. Secretary,  
12 could you call the roll, please.  
13  
14                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  James  
15 Charles.  
16  
17                 MR. CHARLES:  Here.  
18  
19                 MR. ROCZICKA:  John Andrew.  
20  
21                 MR. ANDREW:  Here.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Raymond Oney still  
24 remains absent.  And I was informed by Staff this  
25 morning, too, that he's not going to be able to make  
26 it.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Who?  
29  
30                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Raymond Oney.    
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No, I don't.....  
33  
34                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I thought he might he  
35 might be able to make it in.  William Brown.  
36  
37                 MR. BROWN:  Here.  
38  
39                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Harry Wilde, absent.   
40 Edgar Hoelscher.  
41  
42                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Here.  
43  
44                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mary Gregory.  Mary's  
45 not here yet this morning.  Philip Moses is also  
46 absent.  Lester Wilde.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Here.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Elias Kelly  
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1                  MR. KELLY:  Here.  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Joseph Mike.  
4  
5                  MR. MIKE:  Here.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Greg Roczicka's here.  
8  Robert Aloysius.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Here.  
11  
12                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chair, we have nine  
13 present, four absent.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Quorum's been  
16 established.   
17  
18                 Alex Nick, do you have any  
19 announcements?  
20  
21                 MR. NICK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  For the  
22 record, my name is Alex Nick, Council coordinator.    
23  
24                 I have a couple of announcements this  
25 morning.  Most of the Regional Council members' travel  
26 arrangements has been made to return tomorrow from  
27 Hooper Bay all the way to the village.  And it's my  
28 understanding that some Council members are planning to  
29 return this evening.  If you need to return, or if  
30 you're planning to return this evening, I need to know.   
31 At least two people already told me that they're  
32 returning this evening.  I need to know who's returning  
33 this evening and who's staying over.  Maybe during the  
34 break you could come and tell me.  I already know Bob  
35 and William John plan to return this evening.  And if  
36 there are more council members who are planning to  
37 return at least back to Bethel, I will need to know,  
38 because if you are planning to overnight in Bethel, I  
39 also will need to know where you're going to be  
40 staying.  If you will need hotel room, that hotel room  
41 will be made by special arrangement after I contact our  
42 office in Anchorage.  
43  
44                 And since some of you has made a travel  
45 change already, these are the people that you should  
46 call hopefully by noon today or during lunch.  Those of  
47 you who are travelling by Hageland Aviation, I  
48 understand the local agent is Peter Green, and his  
49 phone number is 758-4249.  Again, 758-4249, and his  
50 name is Peter Green, local agent for Hageland Aviation.   
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1  Grant Aviation's agent, his name is Glen Joe, and his  
2  phone number is 758-4232.  758-4232.  Make sure you  
3  call them and let me know so that I could also make  
4  your travel change through our travel agent.  
5  
6                  The other announcement I want to make,  
7  Mr. Chair, is by special arrangement breakfast, lunch  
8  and dinner has been made right next door.  And we need  
9  to give our support to this and try to eat there as  
10 much as possible.  By noon today those cooks will need  
11 to know how many people plan to eat dinner next door,  
12 so they won't waste any food.  So let me know by noon  
13 if you plan to, or maybe during lunch if you plan to --  
14 even right now, how many of you plan to eat next door  
15 this evening?  (In Yup'ik)  I see one hand.  How about  
16 audience?  Please let me know by noon.  Lunch, how many  
17 are -- well, lunch is no problem, because they will be  
18 prepared for us.  But this evening, they will need to  
19 know how many people are eating next door.  
20  
21                 Doi.  Quyaunga.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.   
24 Any other announcements need to be made before we get  
25 down to business.  
26  
27                 (No comments)  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  There being none,  
30 we are going to attack the crossover proposals this  
31 morning.  The first one on the agenda is WP07-23,  
32 revised caribou harvest limits for Unit 9 and 17.   
33 Staff.  
34  
35                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair.  Proposal 23  
36 was submitted by the Bristol Bay Regional Council, and  
37 they've requested the Federal regulations for harvest  
38 limits of caribou, it's 9B and 17, align with the  
39 current State regulation.  You could find the analysis  
40 of this proposal on Page 134 of your books.    
41  
42                 The open seasons would remain the same,  
43 but harvest limits would be reduced from five to three  
44 caribou.  It would remove the restriction on bulls only  
45 harvest in the fall season, and would allow more than  
46 one caribou to be harvested prior to November 30.    
47  
48                 The Mulchatna Caribou Herd has  
49 undergone a drastic decline in population, so the  
50 proposed changes are aimed at maintaining a stable  
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1  population.  
2  
3                  This action would also align Federal  
4  harvest limits with the State regulations which were  
5  adopted by the Alaska Board of Game in March of 2006,  
6  and are effective for this current regulatory year.  
7  
8                  Mr. Chair, note that the proposed  
9  Federal regulations for Unit 17A remainder and 17C  
10 remainder found in your books on Page 135, 136.  The  
11 areas designated as remainders in Unit 17A under State  
12 and Federal regulations are not the same geographical  
13 areas.  Mr. Chair, if you would please turn your  
14 attention to Maps 2 and 3 in the analysis, and they can  
15 be found on Pages 140 and 141.  Pages 140 and 141.   
16 Notice Map 2, Page 140, sows the current Federal  
17 regulations, and you can see the area indicated there,  
18 17C is remainder, it's outlined with a dashed line.   
19 And if you look on the next map, Page 141, it says  
20 current State regulations.  Remainder is a slightly  
21 different area.  There is less area indicated on the  
22 Federal map.  The State map shows an area more to the  
23 west.  So the remainders for State and Federal  
24 regulations are not the same on the map.  
25  
26                 The intent of the proponent was to  
27 align with State regulations which retains a harvest  
28 limit of five caribou in a geographical area so that  
29 the revised proposed Federal regulation reflects this  
30 as shown in your book on Page 135 and 6.  135 and 136,  
31 pardon me.  
32  
33                 When the Mulchatna Caribou Herd was  
34 growing during the 1990s, there were liberal harvest  
35 limits and long seasons to allow hunters the  
36 opportunity to harvest surplus animals.  More recently  
37 though there was a reduction in the harvest limit under  
38 State regulations that became effective for the current  
39 regulatory year.  Last year, in March of 2006, the  
40 Alaska Board of Game adopted new State regulations that  
41 reduced harvest limits in Units 9, 17, 18, 19A, and  
42 19B, and to reduce the fall bull harvest.    
43  
44                 Results from the most recent photo  
45 census conducted in July of 2006 estimate the herd size  
46 to be 45,000 caribou.  This updated estimate,  
47 indicating a substantially reduced herd size, will have  
48 considerable bearing on future management decisions.  
49  
50                 There are currently several Alaska  
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1  Board of Game proposals for the Mulchatna Caribou Herd  
2  to further reduce and/or change harvest limits and open  
3  seasons across the range of the herd.  These proposals  
4  were considered by the Alaska Board of Game during its  
5  March 2 through the 12th, 2007 meeting that was  
6  recently held here in Anchorage.  
7  
8                  Mr. Chair, an update on that meeting  
9  would be that they Alaska Board of Game dealt with  
10 State Proposal 209, which modified seasons, bag limits  
11 and methods and means for the Mulchatna Caribou Herd.   
12 The Alaska Board of Game adopted the proposal with the  
13 amendment to modify the bag limit to two caribou, but  
14 no more than one caribou to be taken between August 1st  
15 and January 31st, and no more than one caribou can be a  
16 bull.  All the other elements of Proposal 209 were  
17 adopted as stated.  
18  
19                 Mr. Chair, a summary table of the  
20 Mulchatna Caribou Herd can be found on Page 142 of your  
21 books, and it's listed as Table 1.  It shows the  
22 estimates of composition counts for the population.  In  
23 particular, if you would note the last column off to  
24 the right showing the significant population decline of  
25 the herd, and also the first column on the left there  
26 which indicates the declining bull/cow ratio, plus the  
27 percentage of larger bulls has shrunk to only nine  
28 percent.    
29  
30                 Caribou affected by this proposal are  
31 in a herd whose range encompasses approximately 60,000  
32 square miles which includes Units 9B, 17, 18 south, 19A  
33 and 19B.  
34  
35                 Mr. Chair, on Table 2 in the analysis,  
36 you can see for reported harvest figures for the herd  
37 that occurred during 1999 through 2005, Page 143 of  
38 your books.  The overall harvest has declined and non-  
39 resident hunters have significantly declined as well.   
40 While non-resident hunters slightly exceeded or were  
41 roughly equivalent to the resident hunters in 1999  
42 through 2003, from 2003 through 2006 non-resident  
43 hunters have decreased to about half or one-third fewer  
44 compared to total resident hunters.  
45  
46                 Mr. Chair, if this proposal were  
47 adopted, Federally-qualified subsistence users still  
48 have an opportunity to harvest caribou, but their  
49 harvest limit would be reduced from five to three  
50 caribou.  The restriction on bulls only harvest in the  
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1  fall would be liberalized to the harvest of either  
2  bulls or cows.  
3  
4                  The Mulchatna Caribou Herd's range also  
5  includes portions of Units 18, 19A and 19B.  Therefore,  
6  in this proposal, if it were adopted, the regulatory  
7  changes should also take place in these units as well.  
8  
9                  Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion  
10 of the Staff analysis support the proposal with the  
11 modification to include Units 18, 19A and 19B.  And you  
12 can see this on Page 143 in your books for the modified  
13 regulation under preliminary conclusion.  
14  
15                 The justification for this conclusion  
16 is based on the Mulchatna Caribou Herd's population  
17 decline, and management concerns necessitate a  
18 reduction in harvest.  
19  
20                 Including the additional units in the  
21 modification would align harvest limits and open  
22 seasons with State regulations across the range of the  
23 herd.  
24  
25                 Also, Mr. Chair, I'll point out that  
26 the Staff modification in Unit 18 mirrors the State's  
27 regulation, so it shortens the season by one month from  
28 April 15 and ends it on March 15th.  
29  
30                 And I'll stop there.  Thank you, Mr.  
31 Chair, and I'll answer any questions you may have.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Pete.    
34  
35                 Any questions for Pete.  Greg.  
36  
37                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
38 And also for the record I'll just mention Mary Gregory  
39 did arrive at 9:05 a.m.  So she's here.  We do have 10  
40 members present.  
41  
42                 Pete, some of the manager's I have  
43 spoken to regarding this, the decline in the Mulchatna  
44 Herd have -- well, most everybody pretty much agrees  
45 it's not the human harvest that caused the decline in  
46 this herd, it's pretty much naturally driven and a  
47 range issue.  But as far as reducing the bag limit,  
48 I've had some folks say that these animals are going to  
49 die anyway, why not have them on somebody's table and  
50 let them be eaten if this drop just driven by the  
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1  natural cycle of things.  And what kind of discussions  
2  have you had on that?  
3  
4                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Well, Mr. Roczicka's  
5  comment is correct.  I mean, we do go through these up  
6  and down cycles.  You know, the cycle can be pretty  
7  dramatic as far as declines.  
8  
9                  I guess expanding from your comment, is  
10 the Council making that recommendation.  Are you making  
11 a recommendation to have a different harvest limit that  
12 would reflect your comment.  
13  
14                 MR. ROCZICKA:  No, I wasn't ready to go  
15 there yet.  I just wanted to hear what your thoughts  
16 were on it, and what discussions you've had regarding  
17 it.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
20 questions for Pete.  
21  
22                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Just that this is what  
23 the managers have concluded, the best way to go  
24 considering the long-term conservation of the herd that  
25 would comply with the current management objectives.  I  
26 work within a small box, which is writing this  
27 analysis, and I have to go with the best possible  
28 information I have at the time.  I look at the data,  
29 and look at the management objectives, and after  
30 talking to everybody, this seems to be the most  
31 appropriate way to go with the proposal recommendation  
32 with the modification.    
33  
34                 MR. ROCZICKA:  And should we have the  
35 State manager of 18 up here.  I'd like to hear his  
36 thoughts, too, if he came forward.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  He's the next one  
39 on the list.  Alaska Department of Fish and Game  
40 comments.  
41  
42                 MR. PERRY:  Good morning.  Yeah.  My  
43 name is Phillip Perry for the record.  I'm the area  
44 biologist for Unit 18.  
45  
46                 I guess, Greg, the short answer to your  
47 question there is, yeah, we're pretty sure that the  
48 drastic decrease in the numbers of Mulchatna Caribou is  
49 not a problem because of harvest.  The reason now that  
50 we would like to reduce harvest is not because we think  
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1  that did something in the past, where we are right now  
2  with the caribou herd, if we have harvest levels that  
3  are what they have been, they actually could hurt the  
4  herd, you know.  When we had 100,000 animals, and we  
5  killed 4,000, it wasn't a big deal, but when we have  
6  40,000 animals and we kill the same number, it could be  
7  a big deal.    
8  
9                  And another part of that is we do have  
10 a little better idea now of why this herd declined the  
11 way it did.  At least part of the equation.  The table  
12 that Mr. DeMatteo referred to on Table 1 on Page 142  
13 had a lot of information on it.  It needs some  
14 interpretation to kind of show you what's going on.   
15 The important numbers for us to look at when a manager  
16 looks at a caribou herd are on the far left, the number  
17 of calves per 100 cows and the total bulls per 100  
18 cows.    
19  
20                 The number of calves per 100 cows in  
21 the mid 90s until '98, '99 were in the neighborhood of  
22 30 to 40 calves per 100 cows.  And that gives us an  
23 idea of recruitment.  These surveys that we come up  
24 with this number, we derive this number from are done  
25 in October.  These calves have lived through the  
26 summer.  Most of the mortality that's going to happen  
27 on them has happened.  You can see after 1998 that  
28 those numbers are well below 20, sometimes in the  
29 teens.  Most caribou herds throughout the State to  
30 maintain a population, they need to be mid 20s at  
31 least, if not in the 30s.  An example, the Western  
32 Arctic herd has been in the mid 30s and 40s for  
33 probably 15 years, and has either slowly grown or  
34 maintained the number.  So know that the calving has  
35 been poor, or that calf survival has been poor  We  
36 don't know exactly why.  It may be habitat related, it  
37 may be just environmentally, you know, weather related,  
38 that's the million dollar question can't really answer.  
39  
40                 We do know that because of this the age  
41 structure in the Mulchatna herd until recently has been  
42 -- we've had a lot of old animals.  When caribou get to  
43 -- when a bull gets to six, seven, eight years old, his  
44 year-to-year survival goes from about a 90 percent  
45 chance of surviving from one year to the next to much  
46 lower than that, say 50 or 60 percent.   And for cows  
47 it ends up being closer to, you know, when they're 10  
48 or 11 or 12 year old cows.  Their year-to-year survival  
49 goes from like 90 percent down to 40 or 50 percent.    
50  
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1                  So just the age structure of this  
2  population, the last five or six years, a lot of these  
3  cows have been dying off.  They've just been getting  
4  old.  They've been getting in their early teens.   
5  That's why this herd has declined so quickly.  When  
6  we're not having enough calves to replace what's dying,  
7  that's why it's gone down.  
8  
9                  I guess the good news of that is we've  
10 kind of stabil -- or the modeling shows that we should  
11 stabilize in the next few years in the neighborhood of  
12 35 to 40,000 animals.  And at 35 or 40,000 animals, we  
13 need to reduce our harvest to keep it that way.  A lot  
14 of the caribou researchers would like to keep any herd  
15 in the state above 35 or 40.  It seems like it's a lot  
16 easier to get a herd to recover and become a large herd  
17 again if you don't let it get below kind of that  
18 threshold number.  
19  
20                 So that's why we'd really like to keep  
21 it pretty stable where it is.  We may be able to, we  
22 may not.  The only control we have is hunter harvest.   
23 We don't have a lot of control in many other things  
24 with caribou.  So that's why we've asked for, you know,  
25 this reduction.  
26  
27                 So that's a little bit more.  I hope  
28 that helps answer the question, at least a few of the  
29 questions.  
30  
31                 As far as the State comments, the Board  
32 of Game did pass that just last week to reduce the  
33 harvest to two caribou and reduce the -- or the bag  
34 limit to two caribou, and reduce the season to end  
35 March 15th, which parallels what we -- at least the  
36 closing date we had this year.  I know there's been  
37 actually a couple of you have called me in the last few  
38 weeks.  There's been a lot of confusion on the lower  
39 Kuskokwim on exactly when the closing date was this  
40 year.  I've had to answer kind of, well, on State lands  
41 it's March 15th, on Federal land it's April 15th.    
42  
43                 So it makes it hard on local hunters to  
44 have two answers instead of one distinct answer, so I  
45 think having the seasons end the same day is a good  
46 idea.  And I really do think having bag limits that are  
47 very similar for State and Federal bag limits is a good  
48 idea.  I think all of you realize how hard it is,  
49 especially when you're out on a snow machine out there  
50 figuring out if you're on State land or Federal land,  
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1  or exactly what.  So I think we need to strive to make  
2  these regulations as close as possible.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  
5  
6                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I've got a question  
11 regarding predators.  Have you guys have any  
12 information on wolf kills and number of wolves have  
13 been going up or down in this vast area that we're  
14 talking about, Units 18, 19, 17 and 9?  
15  
16                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah, Bob.  We actually  
17 don't in Unit 18 have any direct studies going on with  
18 wolves, so what I can tell you is kind of what I've  
19 seen and what I've heard from other people, and try to  
20 interpret.  And the same with at least parts of Units  
21 17 and 9.  They've done a little bit of wolf surveys in  
22 Units 19A and 19B, primarily looking at wolf packs that  
23 are eating moose though.  So we really don't have a  
24 good idea of predators, either wolves or bears on  
25 caribou.    
26  
27                 Obviously anybody that's been out and  
28 hunted caribou knows that there are packs of wolves  
29 that follow the caribou.  They're definitely present.   
30 Whether or not they've had an effect.  
31  
32                 What I've been told for other large  
33 herds is when a herd is large, the predators really  
34 have not affected the numbers a lot as far as calving  
35 or overall numbers.  We worry a little bit more now  
36 that the Mulchatna herd is in the 40,000 range, that,  
37 yeah, they could help keep this population low and not  
38 allow it to grow again.  But we don't have direct  
39 evidence on that.  
40  
41                 They are doing a -- they started a  
42 study last fall mainly down near Dillingham and by King  
43 Salmon where they're looking at calves and they're  
44 trying to figure why so many of them are dying.   
45 Sometimes that predator related, sometimes that's  
46 environmentally related.  But they'd like to answer  
47 that question.  
48  
49                 The hard part of answering that  
50 question sometimes is we may find the answer and we may  
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1  not be able to do anything about it.  If it's habitat  
2  related with caribou, we have a real hard time  
3  enhancing lichen or other important food items.    
4  
5                  So, yeah, I don't have a real good  
6  answer for exactly how many are out there, how much  
7  they're affecting the population. We do know they're  
8  present at fairly high numbers.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  The reason I  
11 brought that up is because that's been the concern of  
12 the old people at home.  You know, wolves are predators  
13 24/7, 365 days a year where the humans are very limited  
14 to the amount of time that they have access to the  
15 caribou, but the wolves and bears -- well, especially  
16 the wolves, they're 24 hours a day, 365 days a years,  
17 and the bears are smart enough that they're going to go  
18 after the young ones right after they're born.  So  
19 that's the reason I asked those questions.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more questions.   
22 James.  
23  
24                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
25 How much of Unit 19 and 17 is State land?  
26  
27                 MR. PERRY:  I don't have those exact  
28 figures off the top of my head.  Quite a bit more than  
29 in Unit 18.  A good portion of the upper Unit, at least  
30 19B has State land in it.  I think it's just a part of  
31 19A.  Actually a part of that is up on the wall there.   
32 If you look at the middle picture there, it shows the  
33 -- I guess yellow is BLM and pink is Fish and Wildlife  
34 Service.  So that shows at least part of Unit 19A.  So  
35 there is more State land or -- that doesn't show the  
36 difference between State land and privately owned land  
37 and corporation land.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don.   
40  
41                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Don  
42 Rivard with the Office of Subsistence Management.    
43  
44                 James, the answer to your question  
45 specifically is on Page 137, at the top of the page,  
46 extend of Federal public lands.  If you want, I could  
47 read it.  I don't know if you just want to read  
48 yourself, but it breaks down the amount of Federal land  
49 in units 17 and B.  
50  
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1                  MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Don.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
4  questions for the Department.  Thank you -- oh, go  
5  ahead, Mr. Brown.  
6  
7                  MR. BROWN:  Yeah.  I've just got a  
8  comment about myself that not too long ago I had a snow  
9  machine trip from Goodnews Bay area, and on my way  
10 home, I was just seeing a smaller group of caribou  
11 scattering in one place, one different places.  It was  
12 like there was some predators along the line.  This is  
13 the first time I've seen those kind of smaller groups  
14 of caribou scattering in the park, you know, not in one  
15 group like past years I've been seeing those large  
16 group of caribous in one spot.  But this here I was  
17 just wondering about these groups, they're scattering  
18 in like 10, 5, and some places they're like 15.  Is  
19 there more predators like Bob says.  
20  
21                 MR. PERRY:  Yea.  The one thing that's  
22 consistent about caribou is they're not consistent in  
23 where they are year to year or their distribution or  
24 numbers, so when you see different things year to year,  
25 it's hard to, without having the big picture of where  
26 the large aggregations are, it's kind of hard to  
27 interpret.  
28  
29                 But I think the number of predators we  
30 see in the wintertime as far as wolves with the caribou  
31 herds are kind of to be expected when we have large  
32 numbers of caribou around.    
33  
34                 I know from experience this year with  
35 where the caribou have been, the last few years there  
36 have been a lot more caribou towards Quinhagak and  
37 Goodnews, and this year they were not down there as  
38 much as they were other years.  The last few weeks  
39 they've been kind of on the upper north fork of the Eek  
40 and the Kwethluk Rivers.  So when they're not where  
41 they were the year before, sometimes that does mean  
42 something, it does mean that, you know, there's less  
43 caribou.  Other times it just means that caribou aren't  
44 there.  
45  
46                 You know, caribou in many ways, because  
47 they move so much, and aren't real predictable, when we  
48 get a census done to give us a good number, a good  
49 estimate of the numbers out there, we have to put a lot  
50 of faith in that, because it's really hard to interpret  
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1  the other stuff we see the rest of the year as far as  
2  how many caribou there are and where they are.  It's so  
3  variable.  That's the best answer I have for what  
4  you've seen is just caribou are variable and don't  
5  necessarily do the same thing year to year.  
6  
7                  MR. BROWN:  And my last comment is I've  
8  seen more wolf tracks in my area this year, too.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Some more what?   
11 Snow-go tracks?  
12  
13                 MR. BROWN:  No.  Wolf tracks.  
14  
15                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Wolf tracks.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Oh, wolf tracks.   
18 Okay.  
19  
20                 (Laughter)  
21  
22                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  James.  
25  
26                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
27  
28  
29                 Bag limit is down to 2 in 18, and what  
30 area?  Is it 19 -- I mean 9 and 17 also?  
31  
32                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah, when the State passed  
33 what was referred to, what Mr. DeMatteo said, Proposal  
34 209, that included Unit 19A and B, Unit 18, I think all  
35 of Unit 17, and I don't remember, I think it's Unit 9A  
36 and B.  They all have the same bag limit now, and the  
37 same opening date and closing date, so it's consistent  
38 throughout the range.  
39  
40                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you.  That's a good  
41 number, but I don't like to see closed completely now  
42 before we open the moose season on 18, because one time  
43 we were promised that we will have substitute meat when  
44 we close that moose season, or when we got that moose  
45 moratorium.  And I don't like to see it closed, I mean  
46 caribou closed completely.  
47  
48                 Thank you.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You've got a  
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1  comment?  Any further questions, comments.  Edgar.  
2  
3                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
4  Chairman.  
5  
6                  On page 144 it states that, under  
7  justification, as noted above, there are currently  
8  three Alaska Board of Game proposals, Numbers 76, 77  
9  and 78.  Is that concurrent with Page Number 136,  
10 existing State regulations?  Are there copies of the  
11 proposals available?  
12  
13                 MR. PERRY:  No.  Actually the proposal  
14 numbers that are in there, if -- and I'll have to go  
15 off memory here.  Proposal 76 was to change just a  
16 couple areas, and it was submitted, oh, several months  
17 ago.  What ended up as Proposal 209 actually went to  
18 the Board of Game In January as an agenda change  
19 request, asking for the Board to look at not only the  
20 areas Unit 9 an Unit 17, but actually Unit 9, 17, 18  
21 and 19A and B.  So instead of just adding onto that,  
22 they decided at that point to add it to the proposal  
23 book as 209.  So it didn't actually make most proposal  
24 books. It was kind of an addendum to those proposal  
25 books.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don.  
28  
29                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Don  
30 Rivard.  
31  
32                 Edgar, those State regulations on Page  
33 136, those were during -- those were the existing State  
34 regulations prior to their March meeting.  So they've  
35 changed them now to what was stated earlier.  So  
36 they're no longer the existing State regulations.  
37  
38                 Thank you.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Don.    
41  
42                 Any further questions.  Another one?   
43 Go ahead, Bob.  Mr. Brown.  
44  
45                 MR. BROWN:  I'm just wondering how long  
46 are you guys are going to hold that bag limit to two.   
47 For how long?  This year?  Next year?  
48  
49                 MR. PERRY:  I can't predict the future.   
50 I have no idea.  It will probably stay at two if the  
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1  caribou population stays where it is.  If it goes dow,  
2  we may be looking at, you know, more reductions in the  
3  future.  But if it goes up, I anticipate if it goes up  
4  by much, bag limits will be liberalized again,  
5  especially in a growing herd, there's no reason to not  
6  harvest animals.  So it really depends on what happens  
7  with the caribou population, if it goes up or it goes  
8  down.  That's how we're going to at least propose  
9  changes.  
10  
11                 MR. BROWN:  Why you guys are closing  
12 the moose for the moose numbers to climb up and I just  
13 don't want to see you guys completely close the caribou  
14 hunting in the future before you guys do anything about  
15 the moose hunting.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
18 questions to the Department.  
19  
20                 (No comments)  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Federal  
23 comments.  
24  
25                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Mr. Chair, Council  
26 members.  Hollis Twitchell, Yukon Delta Refuge.  
27  
28                 The Refuge would be in support of this  
29 proposal seeing the decline in numbers of the herd over  
30 the last few years.  And it does raise some concerns in  
31 terms of conservation.    
32  
33                 In speaking with the Refuge manager, we  
34 weren't really concerned about having the August -- or  
35 the April 15th date changed back to March 15th.  We  
36 didn't feel that that would be a significant impact or  
37 effect on harvest.  Snow conditions in March can be  
38 very variable.  Some years not accessible because of  
39 limited snow or opening of river channels, so it really  
40 goes up an down whether hunters are going to be able to  
41 utilize that later April hunt.  So from the Refuge  
42 standpoint, we're not concerned with the closure dates.  
43  
44                 But seeing the declining numbers in  
45 population, we do feel there's justifiable reasons to  
46 reduce the harvest limits back this time.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
49 questions for the Service.  
50  
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1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
4  other State comments.  
5  
6                  (No comments)  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Tribal agency.   
9  Tim.  
10  
11                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
12 You got me right when I had something in my mouth.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  That's why I called  
15 you.  
16  
17                 (laughter)  
18  
19                 MR. T. ANDREW:  For the record, Timothy  
20 Andrew with AVCP.  
21  
22                 On March 2 through March 12th at the  
23 Alaska Board of Game meeting, AVCP testified in support  
24 of Proposal No. 209 because of the difference in the  
25 eligibility criteria for what defines a resident and  
26 what defines a Federally qualified user.  Because this  
27 area would -- on State land would allow on State land  
28 for any resident from Anchorage, Fairbanks or wherever,  
29 in a non-subsistence use area to come out and hunt.    
30  
31                 And we also advocated at the Alaska  
32 Board of Game meeting to eliminate the non-resident  
33 hunt altogether.  And this is based on some of the  
34 numbers that were created in a caribou management  
35 report by Kathy Brown in 2005.  
36  
37                 And in that report she indicated that a  
38 large number of -- or the larger bulls were being taken  
39 by primarily non-residents.  And as the Federal Staff  
40 had indicated that has reduced significantly down to I  
41 believe it's 8.9 composition of the caribou herd.  
42  
43                 Some of the things that really concern  
44 us is that people out here, according to a 2004  
45 Institute of Social and Economic Research report  
46 indicated that people out here consume 664 pounds per  
47 capita of wild food.  You know, and if you don't  
48 consume the 664 yourself, somebody else will.  And 20  
49 percent of that is primarily from large game animals.  
50  
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1                  And with the reduction, significant  
2  reduction, in the moose populations in Unit 19 and the  
3  opportunity to hunt moose in Unit 19 and also the  
4  Kuskokwim River moose moratorium, this reduction from  
5  five to three animals or perhaps, or perhaps even the  
6  State regulation from three down to two animals, places  
7  a real hardship on the people that are living in the  
8  Kuskokwim River corridor, and perhaps some of the Yukon  
9  villages that do harvest some of the Mulchatna caribou  
10 resources.  
11  
12                 There are some other things that were  
13 indicated in the report from 2005 that kind of caught  
14 my attention.  One was in 1996 population the  
15 population declined and in 1998 there was an outbreak  
16 of foot rot.  I'm not sure -- you know, I'm not a  
17 biologist of any degree of what that really indicates  
18 or how much mortality it creates within caribou, but  
19 there was an outbreak of foot rot in 1998.  
20  
21                 And also in 1995 there was a high  
22 incidence of lung worm within the Mulchatna Caribou  
23 Herd.    
24  
25                 In 2006 6 of the 10 calves examined in  
26 the October 2000 showed evidence of bacterial  
27 pneumonia.  
28  
29                 These caribou are -- they're faced with  
30 -- I mean, the place that they live is extremely harsh.   
31 Huge variations in weather.  Extreme hunter pressure,  
32 not only from the residents, but also from the non-  
33 residents.  I believe some of the non-resident reports,  
34 let's see if I can put my hand on it here real quickly,  
35 indicated that there was at least 5,000 animals that  
36 were taken by non-residents compared to perhaps about  
37 1200 animals that were taken by the resident  
38 population.  So the hunting pressure is there by both  
39 residents and non-residents.  Different modes of  
40 transportation, and with the modern transportation  
41 mechanism that we have with the airplane, and  
42 transporters and guides getting people out there, it's  
43 making the hunter more efficient, or the non-resident  
44 hunter more efficient.    
45  
46                 And, you know, we've got to think about  
47 our people first, because, you know, we've been here  
48 for many, many years, of what our bodies that we have  
49 at this point are as a result of what we've been fed  
50 for generations and generations.  And meat is one of  
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1  those big resources.    
2  
3                  And we advocate for the elimination of  
4  the non-resident hunt  And we would also support the  
5  harvest reduction down to three despite the extreme  
6  hardship it would create for the people in our  
7  villages.  
8  
9                  And, you know, based on the actions  
10 that you took yesterday, there might be some  
11 opportunity for some of the people to harvest large  
12 game on the Yukon River side, but that's all dependent  
13 on the cost of transportation, snow conditions,  
14 environmental conditions that may occur at whatever  
15 point in the future, primarily during the winter moose  
16 hunt.  
17  
18                 But the sustainability of this  
19 population is extremely important to the people for  
20 continued use by us and also for future generations as  
21 well.  
22  
23                 AVCP is also working with Bristol Bay  
24 Native Association in trying to address this issue, but  
25 that will be explained in further detail as we give our  
26 agency report this afternoon.  
27  
28                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
31  
32                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I just have to echo what  
33 AVCP is saying, because one of the things that has  
34 happened to us as the residents of Unit 18, 19, we have  
35 been sacrificing for years and years and years and  
36 years.  And yet the damn head hunters have come out  
37 here, the non-residents have no restrictions on them,  
38 you know.  So it's time that we started saying enough  
39 is enough.  We sacrificed for years and years.    
40  
41                 We used to have four seasons of moose  
42 at home, and James knows that, too.  Now we're down to  
43 20 days a year.  We used to have an early August moose  
44 hunt, an October moose hunt, a November moose hunt and  
45 a February moose hunt for either bulls or cows.  And  
46 now we're down to 20 days in a year.  And because we,  
47 the people on there out there, okay, we know that we're  
48 losing numbers, we know we're losing, we'll sacrifice,  
49 we'll sacrifice.  And yet the damn head hunters still  
50 come out here and just bump off the animals for the  
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1  antlers, and they don't care about the meat.  You know  
2  that as well as I do.  So, you know, this is something  
3  that is of concern of the old people, when are we going  
4  to let them other people start sacrificing, too.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any other comments  
7  or questions to Tim.  
8  
9                  (No comments)  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Tim.    
12  
13                 Okay.  We're at Staff Committee, they  
14 didn't have any reports as stated yesterday.  
15  
16                 Do we have fish and game local advisory  
17 committee comments.  
18  
19                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman.  No  
20 comment.  We didn't have meeting on the game  
21 regulations this time.  Thank you.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, James.  
24  
25                 Summary of written public comments.   
26 Alex.  
27  
28                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  There are no  
29 summary of written public comments.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.  
32  
33                 Go ahead, Don.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  Both the  
36 Bristol Bay Council and the Western Interior Council  
37 took this proposal up.    
38  
39                 The Bristol Bay Council supported the  
40 modification per the Staff recommendation.  Based on  
41 the Mulchatna Caribou Herd population decline,  
42 management concerns necessitate a reduction of harvest.   
43 Including the additional units in the modification  
44 would align the harvest limits and open seasons across  
45 the range of the herd.  The overall size of the herd  
46 has dropped from a high of 200,000 in 1996 to 85,000 in  
47 2004.  And now we've heard it's also now at 45,000.   
48 Whereas the ADF&G management objective is to maintain a  
49 herd population size of between 100,000 and 150,000,  
50 and a minimum bull to cow ratio of 35 to 100.  In an  
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1  October 2006 composition count there is an extremely  
2  low bull to cow ratio of 15 to 100.  
3  
4                  The Western Interior also supported the  
5  proposal as modified by Staff, and they have some  
6  comments here.  They were meeting at the same time as  
7  the Board of Game last week.  The Mulchatna Caribou  
8  Herd has declined from 200,000 to 45,000 since 1996.   
9  The Council felt this precipitous decline must be  
10 proactively arrested, and current regulations are not  
11 addressing the decline and the extremely low bull to  
12 cow ratios.  The current levels of harvest of bull  
13 caribou are beyond the sustainability of the herd.  The  
14 continuing herd's decline along with the moratorium on  
15 moose hunting and a Section 804 hunt and Tier II hunt  
16 in portions of Unit 19 for moose will place an  
17 additional undue hardship on Western Interior  
18 residents.  The hunting of this herd has to be  
19 curtailed and given serious attention by the Federal  
20 Subsistence Board.    
21  
22                 The Western Interior Council shared its  
23 comments on pending State Board of Game proposals,  
24 specifically requesting the non-resident harvest that  
25 needs to be eliminated.  Non-resident harvest targets  
26 the biggest bull caribou that need protection to allow  
27 this herd to reverse its steep decline.  The Council  
28 was informed during its public meeting of the Board of  
29 Game's action to allow the non-resident hunt to  
30 continue.  The Council was disappointed with this  
31 action because of the dire situation with the herd and  
32 the restrictive subsistence harvest limit implemented.  
33  
34                 The Council affirmed its recommendation  
35 after reviewing the Board of Game's action to support  
36 the Staff recommendation to modify the proposal to  
37 include Units 18, 19A, and 19B with the three caribou  
38 harvest limit.    
39  
40                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Don.   
43 Mary.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
46  
47                 Don, can you tell me what Bristol Bay  
48 Regional, direct from Bristol Bay and the Western  
49 Interior, do they have availability for moose harvest  
50 outside of caribou.  
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1                  MR. RIVARD:  Pete, do you want to  
2  handle the question.  Pete DeMatteo.  
3  
4                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes.  Mr. Chair.  Ms.  
5  Gregory.  Your saying for Bristol Bay.  Which portions  
6  of Unit 17?  
7  
8                  MR. RIVARD:  No, do they have access to  
9  moose harvest is the question.  
10  
11                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Oh, yes.  They do.  They  
12 have a limited moose season.  
13  
14                 MS. GREGORY:  How about Interior?  
15  
16                 MR. RIVARD:  And Western Interior, yes,  
17 they have access to moose.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you.  
20  
21                 MR. DEMATTEO:  The Interior, for moose  
22 for Unit 17, 17A they have an August/September season.   
23 17B, an August/September season.  17C, an  
24 August/September season.  17B and 17C remainder,  
25 there's an August/September season, and there's also a  
26 December 1 through 31 season.  Does that answer your  
27 question?  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  I just want to make  
30 sure that they have other red meat access.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any other  
33 questions.  Greg.  
34  
35                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
36 I've just got to respond to that on the record  
37 regarding Mary's question.  As far as GMU 19A, for  
38 Kuskokwim residents as far as their access to moose,  
39 GMU 19A was chopped in half.  It was totally closed  
40 above the George River last year.  They have no moose  
41 up there unless they go out of their own region.  The  
42 lower half of GMU 19A, around -- from Aniak up to  
43 Chuathbaluk and including Kalskag went to a Tier II  
44 hunt only where there's enough -- in a Tier II under  
45 the State, that means there's not enough to provide for  
46 subsistence, so the people of that area are now faced  
47 with competing under a State system for a limited  
48 number of permits.  The lower river was totally cut out  
49 from that, and they formerly had a customary and  
50 traditional use recognition, it was taken away for the  
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1  Federal hunt in that area.  And as far as their access  
2  and what kind of success they get where they used to  
3  have when that herd was -- when the moose populations  
4  in that area were as healthy as they were for many,  
5  many years, and they'd get success rates in the  
6  neighborhood of 60 and 70 percent.  Under the Federal  
7  hunt last year, their success rate, they were expecting  
8  a harvest of 20 and they got 6.  Six people out of 100  
9  permits issued caught moose.  And under the State  
10 system I believe it was in the range of 15 to 20 out  
11 the 2 to 300 permits that were issued.    
12  
13                 As far as, yeah, they got access to a  
14 moose hunt.  Is there anything there to catch?  Very  
15 little.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Greg.  Tim.  
18  
19                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
20 Earlier I misstated or misrepresented the study by the  
21 Alaska Department of Fish and Game.  The actual harvest  
22 say I should say is 1,800 -- well, the reported actual  
23 high was 1877 by non-residents, an 178 by the local  
24 residents in 1988 and 1999.    
25  
26                 And what got me -- and I was just  
27 trying to figure out the reason why I was making that  
28 statement earlier about the non-residents taking 5200,  
29 and the residents taking 1300 was -- I think it was  
30 part of this one here.  The hunter residency and  
31 success, the non-residents made up 52 percent of the  
32 reported hunters in 2002 and 2003, and 13 percent was  
33 the local Alaska residents in that report.    
34  
35                 And thank you for the opportunity to  
36 make that correction.  My apologies.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Tim.   
39 Any further discussion.  
40  
41                 Public testimony.  
42  
43                 (No comments)  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No public  
46 testimony.  We're now down to Regional Advisory Council  
47 deliberations, recommendations and justification.  What  
48 is the feeling of the Council on Proposal WP07-23.  
49  
50                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Mr. Chairman.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Hoelscher.  
2  
3                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you.  I move we  
4  support with the modification that's indicated on Page  
5  143.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's been made  
8  to support with modification.  Do I hear a second.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Second.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by Bob.   
13 Any further discussion.  
14  
15                 (No comments)  
16  
17                 MR. MIKE:  Question.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The question's been  
20 called for by Mr. Mike.  Mr. Secretary, could you  
21 please call the roll.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  To support Proposal 7-23  
24 with the modifications earlier discussed.  Bob  
25 Aloysius.  
26  
27                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
28  
29                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Roczicka, yes.  Joe  
30 Mike.  
31  
32                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
33  
34                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Elias Kelly.  
35  
36                 MR. KELLY:  Yes.  
37  
38                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Lester Wilde.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  
41  
42                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mary Gregory.  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  No.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Edgar Hoelscher.  
47  
48                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Yes.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  William Brown.  
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1                  MR. BROWN:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  John Andrew.  
4  
5                  MR. ANDREW:  Yes.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  James Charles.  
8  
9                  MR. CHARLES:  Yes.  
10  
11                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Nine in  
12 favor, one opposed.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion to adopt  
15 Proposal WP07-23 passed.   
16                 We are now down to Proposal WP07-25,  
17 close land within two miles of certain rivers to non-  
18 Federally qualified subsistence users.  Staff.  
19  
20                 MR. RIVARD:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  Don  
21 Rivard with the Office of Subsistence Management.    
22  
23                 The draft analysis for this proposal  
24 begins in your book on Page 148.  This proposal,  
25 submitted by the Bristol Bay Regional Advisory Council  
26 requests that non-Federally qualified subsistence users  
27 hunting moose in Unit 9 or 17A may not harvest their  
28 moose on Federal public lands two miles on either side  
29 of certain rivers and creeks.  The proponent requested  
30 this two-mile buffer on both sides of specified rivers  
31 and creeks, because it would help moose populations  
32 remain stable and even increase.  The proponent's  
33 concerned that too many moose are harvested on either  
34 side of the rivers by hunters using boats.  
35  
36                 The specific rivers and creeks in the  
37 proposed regulation for Unit 9 and Unit 17A are noted  
38 in bold on Pages 150 and 151 in your book, so you'll  
39 want to take a look at that.  There's quit a list  
40 there.  
41  
42                 For most areas in each unit, there is a  
43 fall season of varying dates during August to September  
44 and a winter season during December to January.  
45  
46                 In Unit 9, moose on the Alaska  
47 Peninsula had declined two decades ago from previous  
48 peak levels.  Currently the moose populations in most  
49 of Unit 9 are considered low, but stable, and overall  
50 in Unit 9 the management objectives for bull to cow  
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1  ratios are being maintained    
2  
3                  Moose are relatively new inhabitants to  
4  Southwest Alaska and to Unit 17A.  The current  
5  population is estimated to be around 1,100 animals in  
6  Unit 17A which meets the Alaska Department of Fish and  
7  Game management objectives.  
8  
9                  Generally most suitable moose habitat  
10 occurs along the waterways.   
11  
12                 Moose harvest in Units 9 and 17A are  
13 primarily in the fall, with about 25 percent of harvest  
14 in Unit 19 (sic) using boats, about half of whom are  
15 Unit 19 local -- excuse me, Unit 9 local hunters.  
16  
17                 In Unit 17A the fall season for one  
18 bull is open only to residents, and boats were used  
19 exclusively as a transport mode during the fall.  
20  
21                 The effects of the proposal.  If  
22 adopted, in some areas, questions could arise when  
23 considering land status along the rivers, and it would  
24 be very difficult to determine the two-mile boundaries.   
25 Plus, determining a two-mile corridor in a very  
26 meandering or braided river system would also be very  
27 difficult.  
28  
29                 In addition, the State has jurisdiction  
30 for rivers up to the ordinary high water mark, so moose  
31 harvested below the ordinary high water mark would be  
32 allowed under State of Alaska regulations.  
33  
34                 This proposed change would not affect  
35 Federally-qualified subsistence users as they would  
36 still have the same opportunity to harvest moose.  Non-  
37 Federally-qualified subsistence users could not hunt  
38 moose on Federal public lands within two miles of a  
39 river, but past the two-mile buffer, moose could be  
40 harvested by them.  
41  
42                 Mr. Chair.  The preliminary conclusion  
43 of the Staff analysis is to oppose the proposal.  The  
44 reasons for that, Federal public lands in Unit 9 and  
45 Unit 17A should not be closed or restricted to non-  
46 subsistence users for the taking of moose unless it is  
47 necessary for the conservation of healthy populations  
48 of moose in those areas, or necessary to continue  
49 subsistence uses.  Moose populations in Unit 9 an Unit  
50 17A are not currently a conservation concern.  
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1                  Creating a buffer along the rivers  
2  would be a closure to non-Federally-qualified  
3  subsistence users, and may not be consistent with  
4  ANILCA.    
5  
6                  Even if there were adequate rationale  
7  for a closure, a two-mile closure area would be  
8  impractical for the user, and very difficult to  
9  enforce.  
10  
11                 And while I'm doing this, I'll say that  
12 the Bristol Bay Council voted to oppose the proposal.   
13 And the reasons they say is that Council members are  
14 concerned the moose population is getting near the  
15 threshold of becoming a conservation problem.  Also,  
16 they want Federally-qualified subsistence users to have  
17 more opportunity than non-resident hunters.  They would  
18 also like to submit proposals in the future to consider  
19 some alternatives to this issue.  
20  
21                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Don.  
24  
25                 Alaska Department of Fish and Game.  
26  
27                 MR. PERRY:  Good morning again.  This  
28 is Phillip Perry with Fish and Game.  
29  
30                 I have two fairly brief comments.  We  
31 concur with the Staff analysis as far as opposing the  
32 proposal.  
33  
34                 One additional reason is in the  
35 proposal it sates that too many moose are harvested on  
36 either side of the drainage by hunters using boats.   
37 When they looked into this a little closer, it actually  
38 -- they find that very few of the people using boats to  
39 harvest moose are non-Federally-qualified users.  So  
40 part of our reason for opposing this is the regulation  
41 is asking for something that probably would have no  
42 effect if it was passed.  
43  
44                 So those are the two brief comments I  
45 have.  Thank you.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Phillip.   
48  
49  
50                 Service?  
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1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comments.   
4  State?  
5  
6                  (No comments)  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comments.    
9  
10                 Tim, tribal agencies.  Not present at  
11 the moment.  If he comes back in, we'll give him an  
12 opportunity to make comments.  
13  
14                 The Interagency doesn't have any  
15 comments.  
16  
17                 Fish and game local advisory committees  
18 comments.  
19  
20                 MR. CHARLES:  No comment, Mr. Chairman.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comment.   
23 Summary of public comments.  Alex.  
24  
25                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  Unless I  
26 overlooked any, there are no public comments.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.   
29 Mr. Don Rivard.  
30  
31                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  I already gave  
32 you the Bristol Bay's recommendation on this, the  
33 Council's recommendation.  Thank you.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Thank you.   
36 Public testimony.  
37  
38                 (No comments)  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Regional Advisory  
41 Council deliberations, recommendation, justifications.  
42  
43                 Go ahead, Greg.  
44  
45                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  When I  
46 look at the changes that are being asked for in this  
47 proposal, I don't see any area where our region, our  
48 people from out region are going to be affected.  I  
49 think it got put into the crossover proposal, because  
50 we do have a couple of our villages that have, you  
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1  know, C&T recognition in 17A, but 17A is really not  
2  affected by anything in this proposal.    
3  
4                  And I guess for my part, I'm going to  
5  go ahead and just move that we take no action on this  
6  proposal.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  A motion's been  
9  made to take no action on this proposal by Greg.  Do I  
10 hear a second to the motion.  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by Mary.   
15 Any discussion.  
16  
17                 (No comments)  
18  
19                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Question.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Question's called  
22 for.  All in favor signify by saying aye.  
23  
24                 IN UNISON:  aye.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed, same  
27 sign.  
28  
29                 (No opposing votes)  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's carried.    
32  
33                 Take a 10-minute break.  
34  
35                 (Off record)  
36  
37                 (On record)  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Before we go on  
40 with the proposals, I'd like to suspend the rules to  
41 get Carl Jack up front and have him explain or give us  
42 the status on the closure policy.  
43  
44                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  On the what?  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Closure policy,  
47 what the status is.  You'll find out what it is.  
48  
49                 MR. JACK:  Yeah.  Thank you, Mr.  
50 Chairman.  My name is Carl Jack.  I work as the senior  
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1  advisor to the Federal Subsistence Board, how their  
2  pending action would impact the Alaska Native  
3  community, an also support Staff support to the  
4  Chairman, primarily to keep the lines open between the  
5  Office of Subsistence Management and the Alaska Native  
6  representative organizations such as the Alaska  
7  Federation of Natives, AVCP and that.  
8  
9                  On the proposed closure policy, the  
10 closure -- this resulted from direction from the  
11 Washington office.  A lady by the name of, let's see,  
12 what's her name again, the Director of Policy within  
13 the Interior -- Lynn Scarlett directed the Board to  
14 refine the policy wherein in cases where the Board  
15 certain areas to non-qualified subsistence users.  Lynn  
16 Scarlett's letter was very specific to the point that  
17 before the policy's adopted by the Board, it should be  
18 vetted or reviewed by the Regional Councils.  
19  
20                 The draft was submitted to the Regional  
21 Councils last summer.  It was reviewed for the most  
22 part by all of the 10 Regional Councils during last  
23 fall meeting of the Councils, and comments were made.  
24  
25                 Right now it's my understanding that  
26 the Secretary's Office has directed the Office of  
27 Subsistence Management to expedite the adoption of the  
28 closure policy.  And I think the target for the closure  
29 policy to be adopted by the Federal Subsistence Board  
30 is before the -- would be before the Federal  
31 Subsistence Board meets to take up the wildlife  
32 proposals.  It's a very short time frame.    
33  
34                 That's where that policy is right now.   
35  
36  
37                 And I think this policy will probably  
38 will probably have -- will come into play when the  
39 Board takes up what you have just taken up yesterday,  
40 and that's the closure of the remainder of Unit 18 in  
41 lower Yukon.  And also there are some other proposals  
42 which will be affected by the closure policy.    
43  
44                 That's all I have, Mr. Chairman.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
47 questions for Carl.  Any questions.  Thank you, Carl.   
48 Oh, go ahead, Greg.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.    
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1                  Carl, has there been records of  
2  statements and what kind of responses came from the  
3  Regional Councils that you got back?  
4  
5                  MR. JACK:  Greg, and through the Chair,  
6  from what I could see from the Council comments, the  
7  Council comments varied on the proposed policy.  I want  
8  to be -- without having them in front of me, I would  
9  rather be right than wrong, so that's  
10  
11                 (Laughter)  
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  If I could follow up on  
14 that, Mr. Chair.  
15  
16                 MR. JACK:  You know, in the event that  
17 somebody from my superiors, you know, decide to take me  
18 to the outhouse.  
19  
20                 (Laughter)  
21  
22                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, that's right to  
23 the point of the concern that I have, too.  I haven't  
24 seen those either.  I wondered at what level they have  
25 been incorporated into what this final policy may be.   
26 This to me gets to right to the point of what little  
27 protections we might get out of the Federal system, and  
28 criticisms many of us have put forward on that is  
29 deferral to the Regional Councils.  And if it comes out  
30 with some kind of an abstract reason as to why we might  
31 do it or not.  I think they're really missing part of  
32 their responsibility and duty to get that back in front  
33 of us, and to take the concerns of the Councils into  
34 account and have them incorporated, not just --  I  
35 mean, what is the deference all about, and we  
36 predicated our passage yesterday on the continuing  
37 restrictions, that subsistence needs are not being met  
38 for continuing with the closure for the non-residents  
39 for moose in this area.  And for something to be  
40 expedited at that level.  I mean, again that gets right  
41 to a major problem with the Federal system being run by  
42 directives out of the East Coast.  
43  
44                 MR. JACK:  As far as I know, the  
45 comments that were submitted by the Regional Councils  
46 are public knowledge.  What I can do is when I get  
47 back, I can send those out to your coordinator and get  
48 those out.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don.  
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1                  MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  Just to kind  
2  of clarify a little bit.  Part of the closure policy is  
3  basically trying to set kind of a time frame as to how  
4  long a closure should be on the books before it's  
5  reexamined to see if it's necessary to stay as a  
6  closure in some area.  And most of those times, what  
7  will happen, this is my understanding, that if it's  
8  deemed that it's time that maybe a closure ought to be  
9  looked at again, that it would be put in the form of a  
10 proposal and it would go through the regulatory cycle  
11 so that your Council and other Councils that are  
12 affected would also review that.  Because the Board  
13 still -- it's a change in regulation, it's got to go  
14 through the regulatory process, so you would have an  
15 opportunity to review that and comment on it, make a  
16 recommendation to the Board whether a closure should  
17 continue or not as well.  Just basically like you did  
18 with Number 32.  It's just that a private citizen  was  
19 the one that submitted that proposal last year as  
20 Number 30 and it was deferred for a year and then it  
21 came back around this year, you know, to remove that  
22 closure, and you acted upon it yesterday.  
23  
24                 Thank you.  
25  
26                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Just one more time if I  
27 could, one more follow up.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  I was  
30 wondering where that voice was coming from.  
31  
32                 (Laughter)  
33  
34                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Something of this  
35 magnitude that gets right to the very heart of what of  
36 what the Regional Council system is supposed to be  
37 about and what the Office of Subsistence Management is  
38 supposed to be about and the reason it was created, and  
39 I mentioned the deference before, but one of the  
40 primary driving goals when the Federal takeover took  
41 place back in the -- following the McDowell decision in  
42 '88 was in the creation of these Council, was that you  
43 would have meaningful input, and I don't see that  
44 meaningful input occurring here if those concerns  
45 aren't incorporated.  And not seeing the final product  
46 in front of me with how those were put into place, and  
47 seeing how things may have been basically disregarded  
48 or explained away, you know, it raises one heck of a  
49 lot of concern in my mind.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  I agree  
4  with Mr. Roczicka that before a policy is made, we'd  
5  like to be a part of that process to make sure that our  
6  people are not shortchanged.  
7  
8          MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, when I get back, I'll  
9  pass that on to the ARD of OSM.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
12 further -- Elias.  
13  
14                 MR. KELLY:  Mr. Chairman, yes.  Thank  
15 you.  Mr. Chairman, I'm trying to think how to phrase  
16 this question.  
17  
18                 You know, when the issue of deference  
19 comes up and where we -- like yesterday we had three  
20 proposals regarding lower Yukon moose harvests.  I  
21 don't know how do we prioritize which proposals we  
22 support first, or, you know, two of those proposals  
23 asked for -- or requested an extension for a longer  
24 seasons and the third proposal is in regards to opening  
25 for, what was that, or opening for non-qualified  
26 Federal subsistence users.  How much weight do local  
27 letters of support or oppositions from local  
28 communities, how much -- is that a weighted factor in  
29 this decision making.  
30  
31                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Kelly, through the  
32 Chair, the public process that is used by the Office of  
33 Subsistence Management and the Board allows for the  
34 most part for everyone to have a say.  For example,  
35 this is a public meeting where the public is encouraged  
36 to have a say or make recommendation on every proposal  
37 that is in front of you, or one that you will take up,  
38 and that does not stop there.   That same opportunity's  
39 open to the public during the Federal Subsistence Board  
40 meeting which is going to be this spring shortly.  
41  
42                 With respect to the deference  
43 requirement of the Federal Subsistence Board to the  
44 Regional Council, that is inscribed in the public law  
45 itself, to try -- and that is the Federal Subsistence  
46 Board will not just throw away the recommendation of  
47 the Regional Council, but is required by law to turn  
48 down that recommendation based on three criterias of  
49 what I stated yesterday.  And if it's detrimental to  
50 the subsistence user, that's one factor.  Inconsistent  
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1  with principles of fish and wildlife management, that's  
2  another one.  Or not supported by substantial evidence.  
3  
4                  Where I have seen this come into play  
5  is the Southeast Regional Council, for every action  
6  that they take, they address these three issues on the  
7  record.  And they're the Council that have, from what I  
8  have seen, have made sure that these three criterias  
9  are addressed in their recommendations, and they bring  
10 these forcefully to the Federal Subsistence Board.  And  
11 for the most part, the Federal Subsistence Boards have  
12 listened to them, and it was for that purpose where I  
13 briefed the Council yesterday about these deference  
14 requirements.  
15  
16                 Thank you.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, Elias?  Any  
19 further questions for either Mr. Rivard or Jack Carl.  
20  
21                 (No comments)  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.  
24  
25                 MR. JACK:  Quyaunga.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  One more little bit  
28 of item before we go on.  Alex, you stated something  
29 about somebody donating or making donations for the --  
30 could you cover that before we go on so we don't have  
31 anything else on our minds before we start  
32 deliberating.  
33  
34                 MR. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Alex  
35 Nick for the record.  
36  
37                 I wanted to ask for a small donation  
38 from the participants from this meeting, because of the  
39 policies that we got, and because in the previous  
40 meetings the Council has requested that we provide some  
41 snacks, we do the best we can on our own.  And one of  
42 our Staff went out on his own to bring some snacks to  
43 this meeting on his own expense.  And to cover some of  
44 that expense, what I ask is that those who are able and  
45 willing, even including the audience, if they could  
46 provide a little donation, maybe just if we have a  
47 little hat or something passed around, provide a little  
48 donation so that this person could cover most of his  
49 expenses, you know, by a small donation so that it  
50 don't have to come out of his own pocket.  So, you  
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1  know, I'm just asking this so that, you know, in the  
2  future we'll deal with it that way.  Because of our  
3  policies, we cannot officially provide any snacks for  
4  the meeting such as this.  That's all we're asking --  
5  I'm asking.  Nobody's asking, I'm asking that.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
8  
9                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  This was brought  
10 up last meeting, and I suggested that we, you know, put  
11 in whatever we need, but if we can get the total  
12 divided by the number of people actively taking part in  
13 the snacks, then you could tell us, you know, what the  
14 minimum donation would be.  
15  
16                 MR. NICK:  Yeah, I think the total  
17 comes to a little over $40 is what I was told.  Oh, I'm  
18 sorry, the total comes to about $80, for the total  
19 snacks that were brought here.  So we need to kind of  
20 try to help toward that somehow.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  So if attendees  
23 would like to contribute a few bucks towards our snacks  
24 that you've had and enjoyed during the course of the  
25 meeting, please feel free to donate in Alex's cap  
26 whatever you can.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  Can they pass it around  
29 now?  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, why don't you  
32 just go ahead and take care of it right now then.    
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Before we change our  
35 minds.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Take a five-minute  
38 break just for that, and then we'll get back.  We don't  
39 have that many more proposals.  I feel that the last  
40 three proposals the Council will probably oppose those  
41 three because of the home region, all will be opposing  
42 those three last proposals, so we'll have time.  
43  
44                 Yeah, we'd like to thank the individual  
45 that was thoughtful enough to get those things, because  
46 they're not available here in the villages that we meet  
47 in, and we appreciate having snacks during our meeting,  
48 and coffee whenever it's available.  So thank you.  
49  
50                 (Pause - while they collect money)  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  We are ready  
2  to get back down to business, Proposal WP07-35, revise  
3  moose season, harvest limit for Unit 19A and 19B.  Pete  
4  DeMatteo.  
5  
6                  MR. RIVARD:  Yeah.  Pete DeMatteo is  
7  going to do this, Mr. Chair.  I passed out a summer  
8  report.  It's the latest information we have from the  
9  Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge who administered  
10 this hunt that's pertinent to 19A, and so Pete's going  
11 to give the Staff presentation on Proposal 35.  
12  
13                 Thank you.  
14  
15                 Go ahead, Pete.  
16  
17                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, members of  
18 the Council.  The analysis of Proposal 35, in your book  
19 it can be found on Page 157 of your book.  And this  
20 proposal was submitted by the Western Interior Regional  
21 Council.    
22  
23                 The proposal requested the Federal  
24 Board adopt the temporary regulatory actions that it  
25 took on Special Action Requests WSA06-01a and 01b, and  
26 this was for moose in Units 19A and B.  
27  
28                 The two special actions I just  
29 mentioned, they were taken up -- adopted by the Federal  
30 Board late in the summer of 2006, and they went into  
31 effect for the fall seasons for 19A and B.  
32  
33                 Mr. Chair, this is a rather lengthy  
34 proposal, it has three parts to it, and I'll do my best  
35 to keep you track.  To do so, on top of Page 157 of  
36 your book, in the second paragraph of 157, the proposal  
37 is divided into three parts or three elements, 1, 2, an  
38 3, and you can follow along there.  But I think for  
39 simplicity's sake we'll do 1 and 3 first, because those  
40 two parts deal with 19A and then the last part, which  
41 is element 2, deals with 19B.  So with your indulgence  
42 we'll deal with 19A first.  
43  
44                 The first part, it requests that the  
45 Federal Board close the Federal season in Unit 19A  
46 north of the Kuskokwim River, upstream from, but  
47 excluding the George River drainage, and south of the  
48 Kuskokwim upstream from, but including the Downey Creek  
49 Drainage.  And this does not include the Lime Village  
50 management area.  
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1                  Mr. Chair, the reason for this is that  
2  the biology for that area is as follows.  The  
3  Department of Fish and Game did surveys conducted south  
4  of the Kuskokwim River during the spring of 2005.  This  
5  showed a population density of less than 0.27 moose per  
6  square mile.  Further analysis of results also  
7  indicated that this population had less than 17 percent  
8  calves in it revealing that the calf production and  
9  survival are contributing to the ongoing decline of  
10 this population.    
11  
12                 Also analysis results from the Fish and  
13 Game surveys conducted during the fall 2005 revealed  
14 that there was a total of 370 moose observed in the  
15 Holitna and Hoholitna River areas.  Analysis of this  
16 survey also revealed a low population density of 0.35  
17 moose per square mile, and an extremely low ratio of  
18 only 8 bulls per 100 cows, while the management  
19 objective for the subunit is 25 to 30 bulls per 100  
20 cows, and they found 8 bulls per 100 cows, which very  
21 low.  There are currently not enough adult bull moose  
22 available for breeding to allow for adequate breeding  
23 that would lead to an increase production of calves.  
24  
25                 Now, that's the first part, Mr. Chair,  
26 of the proposal that requests Unit 19A north of the  
27 Kuskokwim River, upstream and excluding the George  
28 River drainage, and then on the south side of the  
29 Kuskokwim River upstream and including the Downey Creek  
30 drainage, to close that whole area to moose hunting,  
31 because of the drastic declines in moose.  This does  
32 not include the Lime Village area.  
33  
34                 Mr. Chair, the third part you see on  
35 the second paragraph of Page 157, the third element  
36 there requests that the Board revise the Federal  
37 regulations of the remainder of 19A to adopt a Federal  
38 drawing permit system that would work in concert with  
39 the State's September Tier II for the antlered bulls in  
40 that area.  And this is for the State's September 1  
41 through 20 season.  The State, Mr. Chair, established  
42 the Tier II hunt for that area and this proposal would  
43 create a drawing permit hunt that would work in concert  
44 with the State's Tier II hunt.  
45  
46                 Mr. Chair, in this area again here has  
47 been drastic declines in the moose population.  The low  
48 number of calves per 100 cow moose and the number of  
49 adult bulls per 100 cow moose of the Unit 19A  
50 population.  There's a great deal of concern over those  
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1  two facts.  The overall est -- pardon me.  The overall  
2  estimated population density in 19A is .035 moose per  
3  square miles as I mentioned before.  Additional  
4  analysis of survey results showed a composition of 20  
5  bulls per 100 cows in an area where the management  
6  objective for population is a minimum of 25 to 30 bulls  
7  per 100 cows.   The results from data analysis also  
8  reveal the composition of 23 calves per 100 cows where  
9  the management objective aims for a minimum of 30 to 40  
10 calves per 100 cows.  
11  
12                 Because this area has a very low moose  
13 density, a low ratio of the number of bull and calf  
14 moose per 100 cows and has been subjected to high  
15 levels of hunting pressure, additional regulatory  
16 action that would alleviate some of the hunting  
17 pressure is warranted for this area.  Results from  
18 additional analysis for the affected area reveal that  
19 the harvestable surplus on Federal public land is  
20 limited to 20 bull moose, necessitating the application  
21 of Section .804 of ANILCA criteria to establish  
22 priority among Federally-qualified subsistence users.  
23  
24                 Mr. Chair, essentially what that means  
25 is that instead of closing the season down altogether,  
26 Section .804 of ANILCA allows the Board to restrict use  
27 or the taking of moose amongst the current qualified  
28 hunters.  If you look on Page 167 of your book, there's  
29 a map that says Map 2, Page 167.  And if you look on  
30 the left portion of that, Unit 18 there, this proposal  
31 would affect those communities in Unit 18, Kuskokwim  
32 River drainage.  Okay.  Those communities have C&T for  
33 moose in Unit 19A, and also the communities in 19A also  
34 have C&T for moose in 19A.  But unfortunately there is  
35 not enough moose to go around for everybody.  So  
36 instead of shutting down the season altogether,   
37  
38                 .804 allows the Federal Board to do an  
39 analysis and look at which communities out of all of  
40 those has the greatest amount of dependence on moose  
41 compared to the others.  And, Mr. Chair, without  
42 reading nine pages of notes to explain all that, the  
43 Staff did what's called an .804 analysis to look at  
44 which of the communities out of those that had the  
45 great dependence.  And out of all those communities,  
46 there were six communities that were identified that  
47 have the greatest dependence.   
48  
49                 Now, again this proposal does not aim  
50 to change the C&T for moose in that area.  All it does  
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1  it take the communities that have the greatest  
2  dependency of moose.  So C&T would remain the same.  
3  
4                  The six communities that have been  
5  identified are Tuluksak, Lower Kalskag, Upper Kalskag,  
6  Aniak, Chuathbaluk, and Crooked Creek proved to have  
7  the greatest dependency on moose.  
8  
9                  Last September, 2006, the Tier II  
10 season under the State an the Federal drawing permit  
11 were implemented under the special action adopted by  
12 the Board.  There were -- there was an allocation of 20  
13 bull moose under the Federal season and 40 under the  
14 State season.  And a great amount of thanks goes to  
15 Hollis Twitchell from the Refuge and also Alex Nick who  
16 did a lot of work in the six villages to make sure that  
17 those permits were drawn and issued.  And they also  
18 worked with the hunters to help them with some of the  
19 details of the hunt.  If it wasn't for their efforts,  
20 it wouldn't have been possible.  
21  
22                 Mr. Hollis may want to expand upon that  
23 effort and then give you some more information of what  
24 took place.  
25  
26                 But essentially if this proposal were  
27 adopted, Mr. Chair, it would put that temporary action  
28 into place so that we don't have to shut down the  
29 season altogether and there could be a small limited  
30 harvest of moose by residents of those six communities.  
31  
32                 So that's the first two portions of  
33 this proposal as you can see on Page 157.  They deal  
34 with Unit 19A.  
35  
36                 The third part is for 19B, the area to  
37 the east -- or, I'm sorry, to the south.  This part of  
38 the proposal would request that the Federal Board  
39 revise the Federal regulations -- I'm sorry, revise the  
40 Federal regulations in Unit 19B to allow only the  
41 harvest of one bull with spike fork or 50-inch antlers  
42 or antlers with four or more brow tines on one side by  
43 State harvest ticket during the September 1 through 20  
44 season.  
45  
46                 Currently under Federal regulations,  
47 Mr. Chair, it requires a registration permit.  Adoption  
48 of this would drop the registration permit requirement  
49 and you would just be required to use the green State  
50 harvest ticket during that season.  
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1                  And also it would change the harvest  
2  limit, so it would be harvest of one bull with spike  
3  fork or 50-inch antlers or antlers with four or more  
4  brow tines on either side.    
5  
6                  Mr. Chair, without going into too much  
7  detail, and confusing everybody, I think I'll stop  
8  there and answer any questions you have.  Mr. Twitchell  
9  may have more to offer from his experience in  
10 establishing this hunt.  
11  
12                 Thank you.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Edgar, you've got a  
15 question.  
16  
17                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
18 Chairman.    
19  
20                 On the third element you mentioned 19B,  
21 but on the paperwork it states 19A, so it was a little  
22 error on your presentation?  
23  
24                 MR. DEMATTEO:  If I said that, I do  
25 apologize.  For the third -- or the second element  
26 which I mentioned last, it's 19B.  
27  
28                 I should also say that, which I forgot  
29 to mention, is the support -- the preliminary  
30 conclusion is to support with modification.  To  
31 delegate authority to the Refuge manager to annually  
32 establish the harvest quota and number of available  
33 drawing permits.  And that is because, Mr. Chair, the  
34 hope is that this population will improve, and, of  
35 course, if and when it does, then the Refuge manager,  
36 of course, can increase the quota of bull moose, and  
37 increase the number of permits.   
38  
39                 And you can look on the last page of  
40 the analysis, which is on Page 171, 171, you can see  
41 the preliminary conclusion that I just read.  And then  
42 under there you can see what the regulations would  
43 appear if this is adopted.  For 19A the first portion,  
44 as I mentioned, there would be no Federal open season  
45 in the eastern part of 19A because of the moose  
46 population situation just will not allow for a harvest  
47 right now.  And 19A remainder, which is the western  
48 part of 19A, and involves some BLM land, and also the  
49 eastern -- there's an eastern portion of Yukon Delta  
50 Refuge, that's the area that would establish a Federal  
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1  drawing hunt in concert with the State Tier II hunt.   
2  And lastly, at the bottom there, Unit 19B would drop  
3  the requirement for the registration hunt and you just  
4  go with the green harvest ticket you get with your  
5  license.  
6  
7                  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Pete.    
10  
11                 Any questions for Pete.  Mary.  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you.  I have one,  
14 that you switched two villages.  Akiak comes before  
15 Akiachak.  Akiachak is closer to Bethel than it is to  
16 Tuluksak on your map.  
17  
18                 MR. RIVARD:  Okay.  This is a map  
19 question, Pete, we've got a couple of villages wrong on  
20 the map.  That's all.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Oh, okay.  Any  
23 further questions.  Bob.  
24  
25                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah, the only question  
26 I have is where on the map do you find Downey Creek?   
27 I'm from Unit 19A on the State side and I'm in Unit 18  
28 in the Federal Side, but we on the Kuskokwim River have  
29 ever heard of Downey Creek, and I've asked several  
30 people here where Downey Creek was.  
31  
32                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Downey Creek is -- let  
33 me grab another map here.  Downey Creek is on the south  
34 side of the river, of the Kuskokwim River, and it's  
35 between the Hoholitna and the Stoney River drainage.  
36  
37                 (Laughter)  
38  
39                 MR. DEMATTEO:  I'm sure that doesn't  
40 help you no more than.....  
41  
42                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  That's the confusion  
43 that our people have, because nobody has ever heard of  
44 Downey Creek, and yet on the map that boundary starts  
45 right directly south of the Village of Georgetown, or  
46 the mouth of the George River.  So, you know, if that  
47 is the way that regulation is written, Downey Creek,  
48 you know on the -- the Kuskokwim River drainage from  
49 George River up to Downey Creek is still open.  
50  
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1                  MR. DEMATTEO:  So by your comment what  
2  you're saying is we would have to come up with a much  
3  better descriptor, some place name that people know of  
4  on the ground.  
5  
6                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  It would be a lot easier  
7  if they just said, you know, that the -- on the south  
8  side of the Kuskokwim River, that there's a straight  
9  line from the north -- or I mean from the mouth of the  
10 George River straight across the river to the south  
11 side of the Kuskokwim River.  Then that way people will  
12 know where the boundary is, because no one knows where  
13 the Downey Creek is.  And according to your description  
14 of where Downey Creek is, you know, that leaves that  
15 whole Kuskokwim River drainage on the south side up to  
16 about the Hoholitna as open.  
17  
18                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Correct.  I think the  
19 thought process there was that there's a river just to  
20 the west of there, I think it's called the Stink River.   
21 I think they didn't want to include that in the closure  
22 area, so by calling it the Downey Creek, they closed it  
23 including the Downey Creek, but left the Stink River  
24 open.    
25  
26                 But from what you're saying, we need to  
27 work harder on this to come up with better way of  
28 describing this that for allows that, but names a place  
29 where people know of on the ground.  
30  
31                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  The people up  
32 river from where I'm from never heard of Downey Creek  
33 on the Kuskokwim River.  That's why they're saying,  
34 well, according to the regulations, we can hunt moose  
35 on the south side of the river all the way up to the  
36 Hoholitna.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any comments, Pete?  
39  
40                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Appreciate it.   
41 Appreciate your comment and we will definitely address  
42 that.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, Bob?  
45  
46                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Thank you.   
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Anybody else.  
49  
50                 (No comments)  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If not, go ahead,  
2  Greg.  
3  
4                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  And then  
5  just to add to what Bob said, the way you explained  
6  where Downey Creek was, yeah, you did say it's between  
7  the Holitna and the Stoney River drainages, so you just  
8  told us that the Holitna's open by your description.   
9  You also just mentioned about the Stink River being  
10 excluded.  The Stink River's already excluded by the  
11 Lime Village Management Area.  It's actually the  
12 boundary.  It's upstream and including the Stink River  
13 on the Stoney River drainage.  So, yeah, you've got a  
14 lot of work to get that straightened out.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Anything more from  
17 the Council.  The Department -- who?  
18  
19                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Mr. Chair, Council  
20 members.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  He as next anyway.   
23  
24  
25                 MR. TWITCHELL:  I'll try to answer that  
26 question.  The description of where that unit is  
27 actually came out of the State regs description.  And  
28 Downey Creek is across from the confluence of where the  
29 George River flows into the Kuskokwim River.  So right  
30 in that vicinity on the south side of the Kuskokwim  
31 River is where Downey Creek comes into the system.   
32 That's as good of an explanation as I can give you.  So  
33 it's right in that vicinity, the confluence of the  
34 George River.  
35  
36                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  But there's no creek on  
37 the south side of the Kuskokwim River opposite the  
38 George River.  
39  
40                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Well, the people in  
41 Crooked Creek seemed to understand where it is, so  
42 we'll have to work to try to clarify that.  But that's  
43 where the description came from.  It was from the State  
44 regulations to describe that location, and that was  
45 incorporated into the regs.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  While you're there,  
48 you might as well give us your opinion on the Proposal  
49 WP07-35, because you're going to be called right after  
50 the Department.  You're sitting there, you might as  
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1  well give us your comments.  
2  
3                  MR. TWITCHELL:  Thank you, Chair.  The  
4  Refuge would be in support of the proposal, the  
5  preliminary conclusions as they are written.  
6  
7                  I would like to start off my comments  
8  first of all recognizing the cooperation and assistance  
9  that we got from the village tribal councils and  
10 coordinators that were identified by the councils to  
11 represent their area.  Their work in notifying their  
12 hunters in their communities through radio  
13 announcements, the distributing of the land status maps  
14 showing where the Federal lands were, that's only one  
15 of three maps representing this hunt area, all the way  
16 up to George River.  They were a critical component in  
17 getting the information out to their hunters, and  
18 coordinating with us through the application period,  
19 for the drawing permits as well as the drawing itself,  
20 and to help us make sure that we tried to get as many  
21 permits into as many different households in the  
22 different villages as we could.  They played a very  
23 important role initially all the way through the hunt  
24 clear to the latter end of the hunt and the reporting  
25 system, so credit given where it's due.  
26  
27                 We also received the very beneficial  
28 support from the OSM GIS mapping people to produce the  
29 maps, the three large maps such as this one that were  
30 supplied to the tribal councils, as well as the smaller  
31 maps that were color shaded that represented different  
32 areas along the river so that they could take something  
33 out into the field with them for reference, because it  
34 was a very, very complicated, very confusing change for  
35 the hunters in these communities, not only dealing with  
36 the Federal hunt and the Federal land status issues  
37 there, but also the Tier II hunt which was a new change  
38 in their hunting program as well.  So it was a very  
39 difficult to get all the information out, and we  
40 certainly appreciated the assistance we got in doing  
41 that.    
42  
43                 We ran into a few snags along the way,  
44 and I'll just mention a few of them here.  
45  
46                 Again, the premise that was under way  
47 here was to try to get as many permits into as many  
48 different households in the villages as we could.  If a  
49 household member had been drawn for a Tier II permit,  
50 we would consult with the village coordinator.  That  
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1  individual's application for the drawing permit would  
2  be set aside and we would go on to draw another name  
3  until we completed all the permits that that particular  
4  village was allocated.  So that's how we went about the  
5  process of trying to distribute the permits as widely  
6  as we could.  
7  
8                  Since it's one moose per household,  
9  anyone in that household could have turned in an  
10 application so those families that have larger numbers  
11 of people subsequently could turn in more applications  
12 and have a greater change to be drawn, and that's how  
13 the program was set up.  
14  
15                 If an elder was drawn, or a younger  
16 child who would have been in school during the hunt, we  
17 used our designated hunter program in which that  
18 individual who was drawn, if he wanted someone else in  
19 the household, or even from another household within  
20 the community to hunt for them through the designated  
21 hunter program, we assigned a designated hunter to that  
22 identified person.  So in that way elders and people  
23 who were away from the village in employment, seasonal  
24 employment, and wouldn't be back for the hunt, or a  
25 younger hunter who would have been in school, someone  
26 in the household or someone in the community who was a  
27 qualified hunter could go out and hunt for them.  We  
28 issued 14 designated hunter permits through the course  
29 of the season because of those scenarios that I just  
30 described, so that was an important element that we  
31 want to continue doing.  
32  
33                 It was very labor intensive in terms of  
34 applications.  Not only the person whose name was drawn  
35 to fill out the drawing permit, but then to identify  
36 and have a designated hunter come in and a whole  
37 another permitting process filled out for that  
38 designated hunter.  It was too burdensome and time  
39 consuming, so we're recommending that we explore ways  
40 to incorporate both the drawing permit hunt and the  
41 designated hunter into one application process.  I know  
42 that's been done in other areas where you have one  
43 moose per household, where you have the primary person  
44 whose name is drawn listed as the primary permit  
45 holder, and additional lines on the application and the  
46 permit identifying other people in the household or the  
47 designated hunter who could actually make the harvest.   
48 So I know it's possible.  It will take some  
49 coordination and logistics with OSM, but that would  
50 certainly be beneficial to the users and for the  
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1  managers as well.  
2  
3                  Another issue that came up was one  
4  community in particular had no license vendor, a  
5  distance away from any other community that did have a  
6  vendor posed some problems.  As a result, while it was  
7  not our intention to be the license provider for the  
8  State, we ended up issuing 53 hunting licenses through  
9  the course of this drawing permit, so over half of the  
10 permits issued, we had to issue state hunting license  
11 as well, so again our recommendation as for the winter  
12 hunts up to the north on the Yukon, we would certainly  
13 recommend to try to improve the distribution of hunting  
14 licenses and harvest tickets out to the villages and to  
15 ensure that those vendors have them, and that those  
16 communities that don't have a vendor find some way to  
17 have that incorporated, because it was a requirement  
18 that they had to produce a valid State hunting license  
19 before getting issued the permit.  So if we can resolve  
20 that issue, that certainly would be better.  
21  
22                 Again, if this proposal is advanced and  
23 approved, we're going to be depending on the OSM GIS  
24 Division to provide us with maps again for the  
25 communities and for the hunters to take out in the  
26 field, so we're anticipating having that support  
27 available to us as well.  
28  
29                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Pete.  
32  
33                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  As an  
34 amendment to the discriptor of the closed area, I look  
35 to the Council for assistance on coming up with  
36 something that someone on the ground could understand.   
37 So what I scratched out on paper was Unit 19A, Unit 19A  
38 closed to the taking of moose, that area upstream from  
39 the mouth of the George River, excluding the George  
40 River and the Swift River drainage.  Would that work?  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Would that work,  
43 Bob?  
44  
45                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I didn't hear the.....  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Could you repeat  
48 that again, Pete, please.  
49  
50                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  The south part you said?  
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1                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Unit 19A, upstream from  
2  the mouth of the George River, but excluding the George  
3  River and the Swift River drainages, closed to the  
4  taking of moose.  
5  
6                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  No, that.....  
7  
8                  MR. DEMATTEO:  By doing that, we  
9  eliminate that Downey Creek altogether.  
10  
11                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  No way, that.....  
12  
13                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Swift River is in  
14 19D.  
15  
16                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Why don't you say all  
17 drainages from the mouth of the George River.....  
18  
19                 MR. RIVARD:  You need to turn your mic  
20 on.  
21  
22                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Why don't you just say  
23 all drainages upstream from the George River, period?  
24  
25                 MR. DEMATTEO:  All drainages from  
26 upstream from the mouth of the George River, period.  
27  
28                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  This is Don  
29 Rivard.  This proposal went before the Western Interior  
30 Council last week, and they voted to go with the Staff  
31 recommendation on this.  And we could work on -- we  
32 know what the intention is.  We're not going to work  
33 out the details here, but we have to be careful not to  
34 start changing things around at this stage right now.   
35 But we know what the intention is of this proposal, and  
36 we could certainly refine the descriptor of where the  
37 boundaries are for some of these areas.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Could you then make  
40 sure that these people that are affected in that area  
41 -- maybe if you consult them, and get the names of, the  
42 correct, the local names might differ from the State or  
43 map names.  It would probably be better to go to the  
44 locals to see what the names of the areas that they're  
45 trying to describe are.  
46  
47                 MR. RIVARD:  Yeah, we will do that.   
48 But I don't think it's worth our while to try to figure  
49 out exactly where it is right now.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Thank you.   
2  Are you done, Hollis?  
3  
4                  MR. TWITCHELL:  One more comment if I  
5  may.  As I mentioned there were a number of individuals  
6  who were away from the villages throughout the  
7  application period, and actually into the hunt itself.   
8  As a result we had only 91 permits were actually issued  
9  last year, and it's because of those people who were  
10 absent away from the village never returned.  So there  
11 was nine hunting permits that never got out or into the  
12 hands of people, so that's why this designated hunter  
13 program for someone in the household would be a really  
14 important aspect to ensure in modifying the application  
15 process so they could identify household hunters that  
16 way.  
17  
18                 The results -- okay.  And then the  
19 results, of course, that was mentioned earlier in the  
20 presentation is that we only had six moose reported  
21 harvested from the Federal lands, so we were quite a  
22 ways off of the 20 moose quota that was identified for  
23 Federal land harvest, so we didn't even come close to  
24 that number last year.  
25  
26                 We had good compliance.  We were asking  
27 people to report within two days of taking the moose,  
28 or upon their return back to the village, some people  
29 being out in the field more than two days before the  
30 actually make it back in.  So we did have good success  
31 with people calling in and reporting their harvest, so  
32 we're very comfortable with the cooperation and the  
33 compliance that we had from the communities.  That was  
34 much appreciated.  
35  
36                 Thank you.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions for  
39 Hollis.  
40  
41                 (No comments)  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Hollis.   
44  
45  
46                 The Department of Fish and Game.  
47  
48                 MR. PERRY:  Good morning again.  This  
49 is Phillip Perry.  
50  
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1                  We have just real brief comments.  We  
2  agree with the Staff analysis.  We want to try to make  
3  sure that we work with the Fish and Wildlife Service  
4  and BLM on this to ensure that permits are, you know,  
5  kind of given out fairly to the different communities.   
6  We want to coordinate with them to make sure, you know,  
7  we have a harvestable surplus that is possible to  
8  harvest, and we want to make that available to people  
9  so they can do that.  
10  
11                 Obviously last year there were some  
12 growing pains both in the Federal system and in the  
13 State system, going from a general hunt four or five  
14 years ago to a registration hunt, and now to a Tier II  
15 hunt has made it difficult for people that aren't used  
16 to applying for permits, and for all the other things.   
17 So I think we saw a lot of growing pains last fall.   
18 Hopefully some of those can be alleviated this year  
19 with some better public information out there and some  
20 just people getting to know the system a little better.   
21  
22  
23                 So that's basically my comments, thank  
24 you.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
27 questions.  
28  
29                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I have a simple  
30 question.  Do you have any problems with the working I  
31 wrote down here, all drainages on the Kuskokwim River  
32 upstream from, but excluding, the George River  
33 drainage, not including the Lime Village Management  
34 Area.  As simple as that.  No definition of any creek  
35 or anything, but just all the drainages from the George  
36 River up.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you for your  
39 suggestions.  I'm sure that the people that are  
40 involved will be getting to you and making sure that  
41 the boundary line is.....  
42  
43                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I'm just asking him if  
44 he has problems.  I'm just asking if he had any problem  
45 with that wording.  
46  
47                 MR. PERRY:  Bob, I have to admit I  
48 don't know that area that well.  I might suggest, you  
49 know, the Downey Creek I think is, like some people  
50 have suggested, it's a very small creek on a map that  
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1  people aren't familiar with.  I think to clarify  
2  exactly where that is, even putting a lat/longs for the  
3  mouth of that creek would be helpful to people. Maybe  
4  not, you're shaking your head.  Maybe lat/longs  
5  wouldn't be all that helpful.  
6  
7                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Everybody knows where  
8  the mouth of the George River is, so all drainages, you  
9  know, upstream from, but excluding the George River  
10 drainage.  As simple as that.  
11  
12                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah.  You still have to  
13 deal with the south side, sorry.  
14  
15                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  No, that deals with the  
16 south side right there.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Pete.  
19  
20                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Yeah, Mr. Chair.  Before  
21 when I was making that -- framing that gentleman's  
22 suggestion of upstream from the mouth of the George  
23 River, understand nobody is trying to make any  
24 decisions here today or change anything that already  
25 is.  It's my job to bring back your recommendations to  
26 our office so that the decision-makers can factor that  
27 in.  And I took that gentleman's information about  
28 upstream from the George River, and that will go back  
29 as your recommendation of changing the map to make it  
30 more easy for the person on the ground who's trying to  
31 hunt and comply with the regulations.  And that's all  
32 we're trying to do.  I appreciate that gentleman's  
33 help.  
34  
35                 Thank you.  
36  
37                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Thank you very much.  
38  
39                 MR. RIVARD:  That was Bob Aloysius,  
40 Pete.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more further  
43 comments.  Questions for Hollis -- Bill.  Go ahead.  
44  
45                 MR. BROWN:  Yeah. I've got a question  
46 for Perry.  Since we're talking about moose, I'd like  
47 to ask, do you guys survey moose population this year,  
48 because I brought up this last meeting, and you guys  
49 replied that you were going to survey through February  
50 and March, is that correct?  
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1                  MR. PERRY:  Yeah, we did try.  Our  
2  success in surveying moose this year was kind of zero.   
3  The weather conditions, mainly snow conditions did not  
4  allow us to survey the Kusko -- or the two areas we  
5  wanted to survey moose this year were the Kuskokwim  
6  drainage and up, you know, in Unit 18, and then also  
7  the Yukon drainage below Mountain Village, and we  
8  weren't able to do either of those.  That thaw in late  
9  January, we had snow before that, and the snow  
10 conditions after that made it so we can't survey.  And  
11 I know talking with Roger in McGrath, the Unit 19  
12 biologist, that they were planning to do both wolf  
13 surveys and moose surveys in Unit 19A and for the same  
14 reasons they weren't able to get surveys done there  
15 either.  So unfortunately we don't have any new  
16 information because of weather.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions.   
19 James.  
20  
21                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
22  
23  
24                 Does all the moose harvest goes to the  
25 State or the Federal land harvest has a different  
26 count, or all they all counted by the State, or how do  
27 they do that?  
28  
29                 MR. PERRY:  At least for what we're  
30 talking about here in 19A, the number of permits, I  
31 think this last year there were 200 Tier II permits,  
32 there was 100 Federal permits.  The idea is, you know,  
33 they are counted by the State normally with some  
34 Federal help.  So they have a population estimate  
35 that's kind of the whole area that includes Federal and  
36 State managed lands.  And then they apportioned it out  
37 for harvest on the different lands after they knew how  
38 many were there.  So they looked at what the  
39 harvestable surplus was, and allocated permits, Federal  
40 permits and State permits to try to harvest those  
41 animals.  
42  
43                 MR. CHARLES:  So the total counts all  
44 go to the State or how does that -- how do you know how  
45 many moose were killed in that area?  
46  
47                 MR. PERRY:  Well, the State permits and  
48 the Federal permits both have a requirement for harvest  
49 reporting, so, yeah, when they said, you know, there  
50 was I think Hollis said 91 permits that went out and  
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1  six moose were harvested on Federal lands, I think if I  
2  remember off the top of my head, there were 200 Tier II  
3  State permits, and there was, I think it was 27 moose  
4  harvested using those.  So it was only about -- I think  
5  it was a 13 and a half percent success rate.  So  
6  they're both recorded and kind of pulled together to  
7  estimate what was harvested out of the harvestable  
8  surplus for the whole area.  
9  
10                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you.   
11  
12                 MR. BROWN:  Mr. Chair.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Brown.  
15  
16                 MR. BROWN:  I just have a comment  
17 about, gosh, you guys have five-year period to raise up  
18 the population, whichever is the number, or five years  
19 status, how are we going to -- what's your -- I mean,  
20 when we were able to hunt, after five years or whenever  
21 your numbers met the requirement?  
22  
23                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah.  This past season,  
24 2006, was the third year of the moratorium on the  
25 Kuskokwim.  The originally agreement was for five years  
26 or until we counted 1,000 moose, whichever came first.   
27 So we would be closed 2007, 2008 and have a season open  
28 2009.  That's our intent.  I was really hoping to be  
29 able to sit in front of you this time and tell you that  
30 we have X-number of moose on the Kuskokwim now.  I  
31 think the last time we had, you know, 70 some before  
32 the last sentence -- or, I mean, the last census about  
33 the time we closed the season.  Just talking with  
34 people and knowing pilots and flying around that part  
35 of the Kuskokwim, I'm guessing we have, you know, many  
36 more than that now.  I'm still guessing we don't have  
37 close to 1,000, but I see a real positive trend in the  
38 number of moose we see on both the main stem of the  
39 Kuskokwim and then all the drainages.  The number of  
40 moose that are seen on the Eek and the Kwethluk and the  
41 Kisaralik Rivers, much greater just from anecdotal  
42 evidence, not direct surveys that are trying to count  
43 moose, but we definitely are seeing more, so Is see  
44 that trend is good in the lower Kuskokwim, and  
45 hopefully in a couple more years -- I don't know what  
46 that will look like when we first open it.  But we may  
47 be talking about that next year or the year after,  
48 exactly how to open it and what the seasons and bag  
49 limits and such would be.  
50  
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1                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Mr. Chairman.    
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Go.  
4  
5                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Can we get back to our  
6  original item on the agenda, please.  Thank you.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Tribal  
9  agencies.  AVCP.  
10  
11                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr.  
12 Chairman.  Tim Andrew with AVCP.   
13  
14                 At the Western Interior Regional  
15 Council meeting, one of the concerns that I tried to  
16 bring up was the adoption of the Tier II management  
17 system into Federal regulation.  And my fear is that  
18 the State Tier II management system will eventually be  
19 adopted permanently into the Federal Subsistence  
20 Management System.    
21  
22                 And as you know, within the State's  
23 Tier II management system, anybody across the State can  
24 apply for and get the Tier II permits.    
25  
26                 And, you know, currently it was  
27 reported that there were no outside the region or non-  
28 local Tier II permittees that got permits in Unit 19A,  
29 but, you know, take this perhaps as an example at some  
30 point in the future.  In Unit 18 if we get into a Tier  
31 II situation, and if it is established that there are a  
32 number of people that have hunted in the area that are  
33 currently residing in the non-Federally-qualified use  
34 area get those permits.  They would be able to hunt on  
35 Federal land.  And in any case that was what I was  
36 trying to portray to the Western Interior about  
37 adopting the State Tier II language into Federal  
38 regulation.  
39  
40                 The other thing is we were told at the  
41 Western Interior meeting is that is that Federal  
42 drawing permits are not allowed on State jurisdiction  
43 lands.  And as far as I know, there was a pretty good  
44 sized enforcement effort going on in the Kuskokwim  
45 River corridor of Unit 19, all the private lands along  
46 the Tier II area.  And the State law enforcement  
47 officers were looking for people without -- hunting  
48 without Tier II permits.    
49  
50                 The Federal drawing permittees were not  
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1  allowed to hunt in that area, but State Tier II permit  
2  holders were allowed to hunt within the Federal lands.   
3  And it's a big concern, and I just don't want to see us  
4  set a precedence at this point.  
5  
6                  The other thing we learned from the  
7  Western Interior, our participation in the Western  
8  Interior Regional Council meeting was a testimony that  
9  was brought forth by one of the local individuals that  
10 live in Unit 19A was trying to hunt with his Federal  
11 drawing permit, and the guy went up and said he spent  
12 more time hunting for Federal land than he did hunting  
13 for moose within that area.  As you can see on that  
14 map, it's a pretty complex management area with Federal  
15 land here, Federal land there.  You go upriver, you're  
16 on Federal land, then you go around the corner, you're  
17 on State land, then you go around another corner,  
18 you're on Federal land, and so on.  Anyway, this  
19 creates -- this dual management system creates a hell  
20 of a situation for people that are hunting in Unit 19A.  
21  
22                 And within our agency report, I'll get  
23 into further detail on what we desire to do for that  
24 situation.  
25  
26                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Tim.   
29 Don.  
30  
31                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  And Pete  
32 Dematteo may help me on this, but we need to clarify a  
33 couple things here.  One thing is this proposal does  
34 not try to adopt the Tier II, State Tier II hunt into  
35 Federal regulation.  The .804 process is different from  
36 and only pertains to Federally-qualified users.  And  
37 the Federally-qualified users from the six villages  
38 that were identified, they were also allowed -- well,  
39 they had the right to apply for State, the Tier II  
40 permits.  If those folks from those six villages  
41 obtained a State Tier II permit, they were also  
42 allowed, even though they were doing it with a State  
43 Tier II permit, they were allowed to also hunt on  
44 Federal lands.  So no Federally-qualified users were  
45 restricted from hunting on Federal lands.  So they had  
46 a little bit more opportunity to get a permit, because  
47 they could apply for the State Tier II permit and for  
48 the Federal drawing  permit.  And those folks again  
49 that were Federally-qualified users from the six  
50 villages identified under our .804 process, if they  
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1  drew a State Tier II permit, they were then allowed to  
2  hunt on both State lands and Federal lands in Unit 19A  
3  this past summer.  
4  
5                  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
8  questions for Tim.  
9  
10                 (No comments)  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Tim.    
13  
14                 Interagency had no comments.  
15  
16                 Fish and game local advisory committee  
17 comments.  
18  
19                 MR. CHARLES:  No comments, Mr. Chair.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comments for  
22 fish and game, I mean local advisory council.  
23  
24                 Summary of written public comments.   
25 Alex.  
26  
27                 MR. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For  
28 the record Alex Nick, Regional Council coordinator.  
29  
30                 We received one public comment in  
31 support of the proposal from Central Kuskokwim Local  
32 Fish and Game Advisory Committee.  
33  
34                 Mr. Chair.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Don.  
37  
38                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Let  
39 me get to it here.  The Western Interior Council at  
40 their meeting last week took up Proposal 35, and they  
41 supported it as modified by Staff.  The Council  
42 supported the adoption of this proposal as modified,  
43 because these severe actions are needed for the  
44 protection of the moose populations within Unit 19A for  
45 future generation.  The Council's recommendation is a  
46 continuation of their support for the special action to  
47 implement an .804 hunt along with the State's Tier II  
48 hunt.  The limited hunts, restrictive subsistence  
49 eligibility and closure areas are necessary for  
50 conservation concerns.  
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1                  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
4  questions.  
5  
6                  (No comments)  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Public testimony.  
9  
10                 (No comments)  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No questions for  
13 Don.  
14  
15                 (No comments)  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Public testimony.  
18  
19                 (No comments)  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  None.  Regional  
22 Advisory Council deliberations and recommendations and  
23 justification.    
24  
25                 Don, what is the status -- why was the  
26 subsistence -- Federal Tier II hunt is not able to hunt  
27 in State lands?  Could you color in.....  
28  
29                 MR. RIVARD:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  Federal  
30 regulations only pertain to Federal public lands, so if  
31 you're hunting under Federal regulations, in this case  
32 .804 drawing permit, you can only hunt on Federal  
33 public lands.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I don't know how we  
36 would be able to correct -- because the people that are  
37 drawing Tier II from my understanding should be the  
38 ones that have C&T for that area.  And the only reason  
39 why they're getting these Tier II is because of the  
40 scarcity of the resource that they're hunting, is that  
41 correct?  
42  
43                 MR. RIVARD:  Well, it's my  
44 understanding, and Phillip Perry can help me with this,  
45 but for a Tier II permit, all Alaska residents are  
46 eligible to put in their name and apply for that  
47 permit.  And however they do it, if they draw names, or  
48 they may restrict them, too, I'm not sure.  But our  
49 drawing permits when they're .804 were only for six  
50 villages that are identified in the proposal analysis.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Maybe  
2  we can get some answers from the Feds -- from the  
3  State, I'm sorry.  Go ahead, Phil.  
4  
5                  MR. PERRY:  Yeah, I did not bring a  
6  sheet with me, so I can't quite -- I might be a little  
7  bit in error here, and maybe I'll ask Greg to help me  
8  out a couple times here, but when a person applies on a  
9  Tier II permit, there are several criteria that they're  
10 scored in order to get a permit.  It's not just a  
11 random draw.  One of the criteria that weighs pretty  
12 heavily is how long someone, and how many years someone  
13 has used that resource.  And this is where the details  
14 get a little fuzzy in my mind of exactly which -- you  
15 know, there's about five questions that you're scored  
16 on, one of them being basically your use of resources  
17 from that geographical area, how many years somebody in  
18 your household has harvested animals from that area.   
19 Then you're also scored on where you live and where you  
20 buy your gas and your food.  So all of those add up to  
21 a possible 100 points.  If somebody had used animals  
22 from that population for 50 years, they would get I  
23 think 50 points.  That's the biggest -- the largest  
24 score they can get for any one question.  I think  
25 there's 10 points for where you live, and someone  
26 living in a rural village normally maxes that out, gets  
27 10 points for that question.  And then where they buy  
28 their gas and food, they get another 10 points.   
29  
30                 The rest of that I can't remember  
31 exactly how it breaks out, but it is designed so that  
32 someone who has used resources from that area and lives  
33 in rural Alaska is going to score higher.  And when  
34 they -- say for these 200 permits, I don't remember how  
35 many people applied this last year, but what they do is  
36 they take the top 200 scorers and that's who gets  
37 permits, as long as there is that stipulation of one  
38 per household.  There may be a couple people who score  
39 real high from the same household, but only one person  
40 from that household is able to get a permit.  
41  
42                 So as they go through the 200, they  
43 might actually get to some point where, you know,  
44 there's people who might score 70, 80 points, this last  
45 year I think somewhere in the 40 points.  We had a lot  
46 of people who scored that amount.  So if there was, you  
47 know, 190 permits given out, and then there's 10 left,  
48 and there's 50 people who scored the same and they're  
49 the next highest score, then that might be a random  
50 draw for those people.  But it's based on, you know,  
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1  traditional use and where you live and that sort of  
2  thing, the Tier II process.    
3  
4                  So hopefully that helps out a little  
5  bit.  Like I said, those details of exactly what those  
6  questions ask and what they score, I don't have that  
7  sheet in front of me, so I can't tell you exactly, but  
8  that's the gist of it.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Thank you.   
11 Any further questions for Phillip.  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  I have.....  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  I have a comment.  I  
18 understood the Tier II was created for the exclusive  
19 use of the indigenous subsistence use, and here I'm  
20 hearing that you guys have a permit system for anybody  
21 that lives in Alaska, is that correct?  
22  
23                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah.  Anyone can apply for  
24 a Tier II permit that lives within the State.  The  
25 people who are going to score the highest and get a  
26 permit are normally those people who live in that area  
27 and have used resources from that area.  So, yes, they  
28 may apply, but they're not going to -- most of the time  
29 people aren't going to score high enough if they live  
30 outside the area and haven't hunted there a lot,  
31 they're not going to score high enough to get a permit.  
32  
33                 MS. GREGORY:  Does that apply for other  
34 native groups that don't live in that area?  Does the  
35 same thing apply that they may not get a permit for  
36 there?  Just for my information.  
37  
38                 MR. PERRY:  I guess I'm not quite  
39 understanding your question right.  Anybody that lives  
40 within the state can apply, but it's only -- the people  
41 that are going to score the highest are probably people  
42 who live right where that resource is, within the area  
43 of the Tier II permit.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Can you give me a for  
46 instance, like if people live around Kalskag.  
47  
48                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah.  For instance, you  
49 know, if I take a hypothetical situation, someone from  
50 Kalskag is probably going to.....  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Take me.  
2  
3                  (Laughter)  
4  
5                  MR. PERRY:  Depending on how long Bob  
6  has hunted there, you know, I can think of -- there  
7  were people who scored in the 70 or 80 in that.  And  
8  they would have scored that high, because they hunted  
9  for say 20 or 30 years in the area and they live in the  
10 area.  So you add all those points up and they're going  
11 to score higher than someone who, for instance, just  
12 moved to Bethel and has hunted there for two years.  
13  
14                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you.   
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, Mary?    
17  
18                 Any further questions.  Mr. Brown.  
19  
20                 MR. BROWN:  Yeah, I have a question  
21 about hunting a State license if I'm going to hunt like  
22 in Federal hunt, do I have to purchase a State license  
23 to hunt legally?  
24  
25                 MR. PERRY:  Yeah.  I think all the  
26 State regulations -- or all the Federal regulations  
27 also require that you have a State hunting license if  
28 you're hunting for big game.  It's different for marine  
29 mammals, but for big game or for water fowl or any of  
30 those, it is required that you buy a State hunting  
31 license.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
34 further questions concerning the proposal.  Edgar.  
35  
36                 MR. HOELSCHER:  I just have a question  
37 for the Council.  The submittees have a proposal on the  
38 agenda which they have supported, and then one of the  
39 Council members wanted to change the wording on it, so  
40 my question is whether we're going to use the language  
41 that the submittees used or the one, one of the Council  
42 members proposed.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I did not propose or  
45 advocate any changes, I was just, you know, throwing  
46 out information to make the boundary simpler.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Does that answer  
49 your question?  Okay.  
50  
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1                  Any public testimony.  
2  
3                  (No comments)  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I guess we're down  
6  to Regional Advisory Council deliberations,  
7  recommendations, justifications.  Regional Council.  
8  
9                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
12  
13                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I move that we support  
14 this proposal with modifications.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion's been  
17 made to support WP07-35 with modifications.  
18  
19                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Second.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by Mr.  
22 Hoelscher.  Motion was made by Mr. Aloysius.  
23  
24                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Rivard.  
27  
28                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, I just want to  
29 make sure.  Is it the modification per Page 171, Bob?  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob, turn on your  
32 mic.  
33  
34                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  Okay.  Yeah.   
35 Right, with the wording that's on Page 171.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  That's clear  
38 to the Council.  Go ahead, James.  
39  
40                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman.  Don, maybe  
41 last question at least from here.  For C&T on 19A, it  
42 don't have to be listed as a village, but unit?  Page  
43 166 there, it lists 25 villages and down at the bottom  
44 it's by unit.  
45  
46                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  James.  The  
47 customary and traditional use determination is on Page  
48 159 for residents of Unit 18 and for Unit 19.  So  
49 that's all the eligible folks that can hunt in 19A.  
50  
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1                  MR. CHARLES:  Thank you.   
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
4  questions.  Comments.  Greg.  
5  
6                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
7  I'm going to support the proposal because it's very  
8  similar to what we have with the Mulchatna with just  
9  the reduced number of animals that are there now.    
10  
11                 But I wanted to clarify a few points  
12 for the record and what I see missing out of these 20  
13 pages roughly of comments and review that are included.  
14  
15                 I saw nothing at all speaking to, when  
16 they talk about how low the population is, is the fact  
17 that you have no recruitment whatsoever.  As was  
18 mentioned earlier with the caribou herd, you need 20 to  
19 30 calves per 100 cows just to remain stable.  The same  
20 is true for moose populations.  If you don't have a  
21 survival rate through the year of at least 20 calves  
22 per 100 cows, you're never going to get any increase in  
23 your population.    
24  
25                 So what's being put forward here as a  
26 fix that this reduction of harvest is going to help  
27 rebuild this population, it's not going to happen.  If  
28 you listen to the old folks from up in that area and  
29 people that have hunted there for years, you look at  
30 the years of discussion that went through the Central  
31 Kuskokwim Moose Management Plan, it included people  
32 from both lower and upper river, we can totally shut  
33 down this hunt and it's not going to make a damn bit of  
34 difference in that moose populations.  And it gets back  
35 to whether -- if you're managing only the human harvest  
36 you're not managing.  You're not going to be helping  
37 out subsistence.    
38  
39                 And that gets back to a Board that  
40 makes policies that they chose specifically when they  
41 did their predator management policy.  They were able  
42 to assert their authority if they chose to do so.  They  
43 chose not to do so.  They developed that policy to  
44 specifically avoid that responsibility.    
45  
46                 And that's what's happened.  The  
47 Central Kuskokwim is an example of failed management if  
48 there ever was one, and the State biologist have said  
49 as much, too, at the State level.  And they're  
50 apologizing to the local people as a result of it.  And  



 229

 
1  that was put in through people who interpret their  
2  policies based out of colleges from the East Coast and  
3  their interpretations of those policies.  It's like  
4  talking about the Everglades.  And as long as those are  
5  driving the management structure and the decisions of  
6  the Federal Board, it's going to continue to go this  
7  way in many areas of the state.  So that's where the  
8  change needs to be made.    
9  
10                 And I thought to ask Hollis when he was  
11 up here, what else are the Federal managers doing  
12 besides reducing the human harvest, and the answer, of  
13 course, is that they don't, because the Federal Board  
14 under their policies says we're not going to assert  
15 that authority, so it's up to each individual agency.   
16 And when ANILCA was put down and this whole Federal  
17 subsistence structure went into place -- well, actually  
18 it came out through Title VIII of ANILCA, that even  
19 though people were promised that these refuges and  
20 these Federal lands would protect subsistence, and  
21 people took it as such.  But then there's all these  
22 little weasel words and disclaimers that says according  
23 to the natural diversity, which means you don't do any  
24 kind of predator management, you don't manage the  
25 populations whatsoever.  You've totally fulfilled your  
26 responsibility by saying we're going to open a hunt and  
27 give you some kind of opportunity.  And if there's  
28 nothing there to catch, or very low numbers of animals  
29 to catch, so what.  That's it.  
30  
31                 So that's where this one becomes a  
32 veritable failure in my mind, and I'd like to see the  
33 Board at the Federal Board level since they chose to  
34 say that's the responsibility of the management agency,  
35 and the management agency in this case being the Fish  
36 and Wildlife Service at the Yukon Refuge, they have to  
37 get a national environmental impact statement, go  
38 through a whole NEPA process to put any kind of  
39 predator management program in place.    
40  
41                 The Federal Board I believe could go a  
42 long ways towards helping to change that process.  The  
43 Bureau of Land Management simply wrote a letter up in  
44 the Stoney River drainage, in that area, and acceded to  
45 the State.  They said they'd follow along with the  
46 State's programs.  The Fish and Wildlife Service does  
47 not have that at present, and I believe they can go  
48 there.  
49  
50 So, yeah, I'm going to vote for this proposal, but it's  



 230

 
1  not doing nothing to help the animal populations, and  
2  again it's an example of the Federal system making  
3  false promises to people.  
4  
5                  MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any comments on  
8  that, Pete.  
9  
10                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
11 To address Mr. Roczicka's comments there, there has  
12 been some predator control done on State lands in Unit  
13 19A.  If you look at the map here, most of the lands in  
14 that subunit, of course, are State.  There's a  
15 hodgepodge of some BLM lands scattered about, in the  
16 western part there's the Refuge, there's a small  
17 portion of the Refuge there.  But he's correct, there  
18 are a number of hurdles to go through to get predator  
19 control approved on Federal public lands.  He's  
20 absolutely correct there.    
21  
22                 Can I say without uncertainty that  
23 pulling back on harvest will turn this population  
24 around and improve to the point where you can lift the  
25 .804 restrictions, and then everyone that's eligible to  
26 harvest under C&T can harvest moose there?  No, I can't  
27 predict that down the road no more than anybody can.   
28 But it is the hope that by alleviating some of the  
29 harvest and allowing a very limited harvest in the area  
30 will help breeding success and hopefully also some  
31 improvement in the number of calves that hit the  
32 ground.  But again I make no promises there.  Maybe the  
33 State biologists wishes that, or Mr. Twitchell, but  
34 that's the best I can do for you.  
35  
36                 Thank you.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Pete.    
39  
40                 Any more deliberations needed.  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  I will  
47 vote against this proposal, because of what my concerns  
48 are about just what I voiced a while ago and in light  
49 of Mr. Roczicka's comments.  We do -- we sit here as  
50 representatives of the Yup'ik people who use the  
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1  resources around our area and a lot of times we let  
2  these guys tell us how to do it and what to do, and I'm  
3  not going to do that this time.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mary.  
6  
7                  Anyone else.  Greg.  
8  
9                  MR. ROCZICKA:  We're going on a long  
10 time here, but just a comment about raising the  
11 pregnancy rates and so forth, even though they were  
12 counting only eight bulls per 100 cows, they were  
13 getting 85 to 90 percent pregnancy rates and birth  
14 rates.  That was 75 to 80 calves per 100 cows of which  
15 only 6 would survive.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Greg.  
18  
19                 Regional Council, any more comments.   
20 Edgar.  
21  
22                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Can I get the current  
23 existing State and Federal regs on this.  And the  
24 proposed.  
25  
26                 MR. RIVARD:  Yes, sir.  They're in the  
27 beginning of your.....  
28  
29                 MR. HOELSCHER:  157.  
30  
31                 MR. RIVARD:  Right.  The existing  
32 Federal regulation is on Page 157, the proposed Federal  
33 regulation is on Page 158, and the existing State  
34 regulation is on Page 158 as well.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more comments.   
37 I'd like to give you guys an opportunity to read, but  
38 we need to move on this.  
39  
40                 (No comments)  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, then.....  
43  
44                 MR. BROWN:  Question.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The question's been  
47 called for.  Mr. Secretary.  
48  
49                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Action on Proposal 7-35.   
50 James Charles.  
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1                  MR. CHARLES:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  John Andrew.  
4  
5                  MR. ANDREW:  Yes.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  William Brown.  
8  
9                  MR. BROWN:  Yes.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  That was  
12 affirmative just in case you didn't hear it, Madam  
13 Clerk.  
14  
15                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I heard a yes.  Yeah.   
16 Okay.  Edgar Hoelscher.  
17  
18                 MR. HOELSCHER:  No.  
19  
20                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mary Gregory.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  No.  
23  
24                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Lester Wilde.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  
27  
28                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Elias Kelly.  
29  
30                 MR. KELLY:  Yes.  
31  
32                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Joseph Mike.  
33  
34                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
35  
36                 MR. ROCZICKA:  You said yes and I wrote  
37 no.    
38  
39                 (Laughter)  
40  
41                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Roczicka, yes.  Bob  
42 Aloysius.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Y-E-S.  Yes.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Eight yes  
47 and two no.  Motion carries.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Before  
50 we go, I just want to ask, could you also put the --  
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1  Carl and Alex, could you put in the possibility in our  
2  .802 letter to the Board the concerns that Mr. Roczicka  
3  had.    
4  
5                  MR. NICK:  In the annual report.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Annual report, yes.  
8  
9                  MR. NICK:  .805c.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  .805.  
12  
13                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Don't forget my  
14 recommendation.  
15  
16                 MR. JACK:  Yeah.  Mr. Chairman.  Carl  
17 Jack, InterAgency Staff Committee.  
18  
19                 The preparation of the annual report is  
20 not my responsibility, but I will convey the concerns  
21 as expressed by Mr. Roczicka during the InterAgency  
22 Staff Committee deliberations when they make the  
23 recommendations on this proposal.   
24  
25                 Thank you.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  I just  
28 want to make sure that our concerns are being brought  
29 over to the Board.  Thank you.  
30  
31                 We are down to -- I think we'll be able  
32 to cover these last three proposals rather quickly.  I  
33 think Don stated that Proposal WP07-39 through 45, is  
34 that correct, plus the Proposal 46 to 47 and Proposal  
35 48 to 49 were all opposed by the home region, is that  
36 correct?  
37  
38                 MR. RIVARD:  That's correct, Mr. Chair.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  And I think it  
41 might be a good idea to take no action on these, all  
42 the rest of the proposals that are in the book.  And  
43 we'll entertain a motion to that effect.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  I so move.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's been made  
48 to take no action on Proposals WP07-39 through 45,  
49 WP07-46 and 47, WP07-48 and 49.  Do I hear a second.  
50  
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1                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Second.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Second to the  
4  motion.  All in favor say aye.  
5  
6                  IN UNISON:  Aye.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed.  
9  
10                 (No opposing votes)  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  The motion  
13 carries.  
14  
15                 We'll break for lunch, and after lunch  
16 we'll come back in an hour to Council composition  
17 action.  We'll come back about 1:15.  
18  
19                 (Off record)  
20  
21                 (On record)  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  We are down to Item  
24 10 on our agenda.  Council composition.  It's an action  
25 item.  And Mr. Don Rivard, you're on the floor.  
26  
27                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
28 Good afternoon to everybody.  The item is in your book  
29 on Page 206, 207 and some following pages as well.   
30  
31                 In 2003 the Secretary of the Interior  
32 amended the Council charters to stipulate that Council  
33 members would represent either subsistence or  
34 commercial-slash sport users.  It also set a goal of 30  
35 percent representation of commercial and sport users on  
36 each Council.  And this was a goal, not an absolute.  
37  
38                 To set Council composition -- excuse  
39 me, to set Council membership numbers at 10 and 13.   
40 This is something else they did in 2003.  So there's  
41 three Councils, your Council, the Southeast Council and  
42 Southcentral have 13 members, all the other seven have  
43 10.  
44  
45                 And the Secretary also allowed for  
46 three years to completely implement this new system.  
47  
48                 In August 2006, last summer, the court  
49 ordered the Board to stop using the 70/30 system at the  
50 end of 2006, and to promptly begin developing a plan  
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1  for balanced membership that would meet both ANILCA and  
2  FACA requirements.  FACA is the Federal Advisory  
3  Committee Act.  The judge said that the Board had not  
4  provided enough justification for choosing the 70/30  
5  percent split of balancing Council representation.  
6  
7                  The Office of Subsistence Management  
8  promptly published a request for public comment, a copy  
9  of which is in your book, and sent out news releases  
10 requesting public comment.  A summary of the comments  
11 received is also included in the document in your book,  
12 starting on Page 207.  
13  
14                 The Board now seeks the Council's  
15 official recommendations regarding Council member.  As  
16 you develop your Council recommendation, please  
17 consider the following:  FACA says that the points of  
18 views represented on the Council must be balanced with  
19 the functions to be performed by the Council.  The  
20 court has said that a fairly balanced Regional Council  
21 must include consumptive user of fish and wildlife on  
22 public lands other than subsistence users, because  
23 those users are directed affected by the subsistence  
24 priority, and that not every user group needs to be  
25 represented on the Councils to provide a balanced  
26 membership.  
27  
28                 The court also said that while 70/30 is  
29 one way of meeting FACA requirements, the Board should  
30 consider other ways of achieving balanced membership on  
31 the Councils.  The judge said, quote, if ever there was  
32 a situation that called for thinking outside the box,  
33 this is it, unquote.  
34  
35                 In summary, the Board and Secretaries  
36 must be able to show that they have considered points  
37 of view represented by other consumptive users of fish  
38 and wildlife as well as subsistence users when  
39 recommending and appointing Council members.  
40  
41                 So we're asking you to help us decide  
42 what's the best way to do this.  The Board is scheduled  
43 to take up this subject at its April 30th through May  
44 2nd meeting.  Some regions do not have many commercial  
45 or sport opportunities, and that is reflected in their  
46 Council memberships, such as your Council, Western  
47 Interior, Northwest Arctic, and Eastern Interior.  And  
48 North Slope region has no residents engaged in  
49 commercial or sport participation.    
50  
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1                  So the Board is seeking your Council's  
2  recommendation.  You don't need to focus on 70/30.   
3  It's wide open.  And we'll go from there.  
4  
5                  I've got some of the actions of a  
6  couple of the other Councils that I could share with  
7  you if you so choose as well.  
8  
9                  The Western Interior Council last week  
10 -- oh, excuse me here, let me make sure I've got this  
11 right.  I know that they recommend, oh, here it is, the  
12 composition of the Council should never be less than  
13 70/30 and favoring a subsistence majority.  However,  
14 demographics should be considered for each Council.   
15 And for the Western Interior Regional Council the split  
16 should be 80/20 favoring a subsistence majority.  The  
17 Council reviewed the history of the commercial/sport  
18 interest seats on their Council.  They appreciated the  
19 input and viewpoints of these members who were  
20 residents of the region.  With early discussions on  
21 this topic, the Council supported an 80/20 membership  
22 ratio that favors subsistence interests.    
23  
24                 Council members also shared that even  
25 minority members or even one member can intimidate the  
26 majority and dominate the discussion.    
27  
28                 Subsistence uses were not depleting the  
29 resources, and Section .804 of ANILCA directed an  
30 advisory structure that enabled rural residence to have  
31 a meaningful forum for the review and dialogue of  
32 subsistence issues.  
33  
34                 The Council acknowledged that there may  
35 be regions or areas of regions where there is no  
36 commercial interests, hence the need to consider  
37 regional demographics for the ratio of subsistence  
38 interests to commercial/sport interests, but the ratio  
39 should never go below 70 percent for subsistence  
40 interests.  
41  
42                 And the Seward Pen Council, they had no  
43 recommendation on this.  
44  
45                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Don.    
48  
49                 Council members, any questions.  Don.  
50  
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1                  MR. RIVARD:  If I may just explain  
2  further, what's being asked here is you still need to  
3  comply with FACA and have other interests represented  
4  on your Council.  And just as the Western Interior  
5  Council did, you could recommend for your Council what  
6  you think that split should be, or if you have no  
7  recommendation, that's fine.  It's up to you.  The  
8  Board would like to hear from you, and if your Council  
9  has a specific recommendation, and that's what we're  
10 asking for now.  This is an action item.    
11  
12                 Thank you.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any  
15 recommendations, Council members.  
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
20  
21                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)  I would like  
22 to go that 80/20 percent if we're going to split our  
23 membership here, to include sports and whatever.   
24 What's that other one?  
25  
26                 MR. RIVARD:  Commercial.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  Commercial.  And we have  
29 one commercial membership over there, right?  Isn't Mr.  
30 William Brown is representing the commercial fisheries,  
31 isn't it?  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  James Charles.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  Yeah.  Mr. Chair.  Mary,  
36 if you look on Page 5 of your Council book, that breaks  
37 it down, and it does list James Charles as your one  
38 commercial/sport member for this Council.  
39  
40                 Thank you.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any other views  
43 from the Council.  James.  
44  
45                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman.  Don, so  
46 that's even we go eight to 20, we still need the  
47 commercial and sports representative?  
48  
49                 MR. RIVARD:  Through the Chair.  Yes.   
50 The idea is it's a goal, it's not an absolute.  So the  
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1  idea would be to have two or three members be  
2  designated, self-designated as commercial or sport  
3  users as well.  So as you can see, you have 13 members,  
4  and you've got a full Council, and only one member has  
5  designated themselves as commercial/sport.  So we still  
6  want to have a full Council.  And if we can't get --  
7  they're not really designated seats, again it's a goal  
8  to try to have that many on your Council.   
9  
10                 Thank you.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, James?  
13  
14                 Bob, I know you've got an opinion.  
15  
16                 (Laughter)  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I'll just go down.   
19 Bob, you don't have any opinions.  What about you,  
20 Elias?  
21  
22                 MR. KELLY:  No.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Brown.  
25  
26                 MR. BROWN:  No.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Mike.   
29  
30                 MR. MIKE:  No.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Roczicka.  
33  
34                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah.  
35  
36                 (Laughter)  
37  
38                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Here's another one where  
39 it kind of turns a little bit both ways, because I've  
40 found in different boards and commissions over the  
41 years if you do have, well, for want of -- opposing  
42 opinion, but have different opinions represented, to me  
43 it strengthens the process, because those issues are  
44 brought up on the record and you can address them, even  
45 if it is a minority opinion.    
46  
47                 Don's kind of answered one of the  
48 questions that I had and the problem that this Council  
49 as is that when it was a 70/30 split, if that was  
50 something that was mandated to us, and we couldn't find  
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1  enough people to fill even that 30 percent.  And so how  
2  that might affect.  And then when there was one  
3  appointed, he never came to one meeting that I'm even  
4  aware of.    
5  
6                  So having the differing opinion there  
7  certainly helps, but the focus of the Council being on  
8  subsistence, I certainly do agree with making sure that  
9  people who sit on this Council should be the residents  
10 of the region so that they reflect in their actions and  
11 whatever we do, the best interest of the most people.   
12 That's what I'm very strongly in favor of, keeping that  
13 in, if it's something that's possibly up for discussion  
14 that they might look at taking folks from out of the  
15 area.  
16  
17                 I guess while I was looking over the  
18 different comments that were put in, I do actually find  
19 that YRDFA most closely reflects the way I see that  
20 this Council should be made up.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Greg.   
23 Mary.  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, if we already have  
26 a commercial/sport representative and that's what we  
27 need to have on this Board, I'd go for 90/10.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Is there an opinion  
30 on what percentage of what you would rather -- would  
31 like to see on the Council, the 70/30 or the 80/20?  I  
32 think you mentioned 80/20.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  80/20 was there, but  
35 (indiscernible, away from microphone).....  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Open your mic.  
38  
39                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  I was going for  
40 80/20 if somebody will take up -- I think we have a  
41 very good representative of commercial and sports  
42 fisheries over there with Mr. Charles.  And I'll change  
43 my opinion to 90/10.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mary.   
46 What about you, Mr. Hoelscher.  
47  
48                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
49 Chairman.  As you know, each of us went through the  
50 application and interview and et cetera process, and  



 240

 
1  this is the result, so I'm comfortable with 70/30,  
2  80/20, 90/10.  Whatever.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. John.  Mr.  
5  Andrew, do you have an opinion.  
6  
7                  MR. ANDREW:  Mr. Chairman.  I'd go  
8  around with what Mary said, go for 80/20.  Thank you.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  James.  
11  
12                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman.  I don't  
13 have any opinion on this one.   
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Thank you.  
16  
17                 Anybody from out in the -- that would  
18 like to say something about it.  Andrew.  Mr. Tim.  
19  
20                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr.  
21 Chairman.  Timothy Andrew with AVCP.  
22  
23                 You know, I really don't know too much  
24 about FACA, Federal Advisory Committee Act, but this is  
25 a subsistence council.  And let's take into  
26 consideration, or turn this around.  How about a 70/30  
27 split in the Big Game Commercial Services Board or 30  
28 percent subsistence in the Alaska Board of Game, or 30  
29 percent composition in the Alaska Board of Fisheries.   
30 I mean, is this subsistence committee or council  
31 process in the Federal management system, or is this  
32 only specific to Subsistence Councils that we must have  
33 sport or commercial interests in the Subsistence  
34 Council?  And why can't we turn it around and have a  
35 subsistence component in every management aspect of our  
36 wild resources.  
37  
38                 The other thing is, if you look on Page  
39 208, in the American Native Rights Fund, down on the  
40 second, I don't know if that would qualify as a  
41 paragraph or not, but it says interest group  
42 affiliation with commercial and sport interests is not  
43 a criteria for membership found in the statute.  So it  
44 is their opinion that 30 percent or 20 percent  
45 composition that you're advocating does not necessarily  
46 have to come from the commercial side or sports side.   
47 You know, others that you can possibly consider within  
48 the region are perhaps fish and game advisory  
49 committees for the four different fish and game  
50 advisory committees that we have within the area.  We  
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1  have the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Working  
2  Group.  We have the Yukon River Drainage Fishermen's  
3  Association.  You know, there's a whole host of  
4  different organizations that could possibly qualify for  
5  the remainder of that 20 percent requirement if you so  
6  choose.  
7  
8                  And it just seemed to weaken the  
9  subsistence advocacy to even include a 20 percent  
10 margin or 20 percent representative group within this  
11 organization.  You know, this organization was formed  
12 on the basis of ANILCA, because the Secretary of  
13 Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture were not  
14 fulfilling their obligations to provide for adequate  
15 subsistence opportunity.  And, you know, it just seemed  
16 like it is just a step in weakening the subsistence  
17 element of this Council.  
18  
19                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Tim, for  
22 your opinion.  
23  
24                 Any further opinions on the  
25 composition, the Council composition.  
26  
27                 (No comments)  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Does the Council  
30 need a little more time to think of what the  
31 composition of the -- what you would like to see as the  
32 composition of the Council or would you like to  
33 entertain a motion to a percentage, or what is the  
34 feeling of the Council.  
35  
36                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  (In  
37 Yup'ik)  
38  
39                 INTERPRETER:  The 90/10 proportion is  
40 not in the law currently.  The 90/10 was proposed but  
41 was not accepted by the Secretary.  
42  
43                 MS. GREGORY:  But it's not mandated,  
44 right?  I'm sorry.  I think really, really Yup'ik  
45 sometimes.  
46  
47                 MR. RIVARD:  I'll take your word for  
48 it.  
49  
50                 MS. GREGORY:  Under this section here,  
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1  Page 213, the Secretary discarded a 90/10 ratio,  
2  because they think that a 10-member Regional Council  
3  could not -- oh, I'm sorry, we're 13, right?  Okay.   
4  Disregard.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
7  discussion.  No lower than 80?  
8  
9                  MS. GREGORY:  (Does not have mic on)  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Would you suggest  
12 nothing below 70 percent?  
13  
14                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Well, I have a question.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.    
17  
18                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Don, if the Council  
19 decided to change the ratio of what it is now, how long  
20 is that going to take before it becomes effective?   
21 Because we're like 95 right now.  
22  
23                 MR. RIVARD:  Bob, through the Chair.   
24 We're still collecting the recommendations, and I would  
25 assume that it would probably go into effect for 2008,  
26 if there's a change.  Because we're already into the  
27 nominations for your next year's Council, you know, new  
28 members coming in, so it would have to be in the next  
29 cycle, which means this might -- if there's going to be  
30 some kind of change, it would most likely go into  
31 effect starting in 2008.  
32  
33                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Thank you.   
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  (In Yup'ik)  
38 Right now is the comment process period, and not only  
39 are we to make comments but also the public has  
40 opportunity to present ideas and testimony relating to  
41 the issue of methodology or achieving balance Regional  
42 Councils.  (In Yup'ik) We need input from the audience.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, that was the  
45 reason why Tim was up there for the public.  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  And if there is  
50 anybody else.  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Anybody else that is  
2  affected -- has a Yup'ik lunch today, Yup'ik for lunch  
3  today.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Nick.  Just in  
6  case you miss your name, Mr. Nick, I think I should  
7  call you Alex Nick like my brother used to.  I know  
8  you're used to that name.  
9  
10                 MR. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I'm  
11 for the record Alex Nick, Regional Council coordinator.  
12  
13                 If you'll look in your roster on Page 5  
14 of your book, you will see when some of your terms will  
15 end.  Don Rivard mentioned that this may -- or rather  
16 the Council composition discussion that you have might  
17 take into effect sometime around 2008.  When you look  
18 at your term in the roster, it says that some of your  
19 terms will end in 2008.  That means that next summer  
20 some of you will have to reapply for your seat if you  
21 wish to reapply for your Council seat.  And it will  
22 happen this summer, beginning this summer.  Or rather  
23 this fall, towards the fall.  And then the people who  
24 reapplied for the 2008 membership will probably be  
25 appointed sometime in November/December 2008.  That's  
26 how it's going to look at.  So people who apply for  
27 2008 term, if it's in fact going to be coming into  
28 effect after what Board did, we don't know what Board  
29 is going to do, then some of you may have to consider  
30 applying for commercial interest.  If Board approves  
31 80/20 or whatever they approve.  
32  
33                 And because I'm involved in the Council  
34 nomination process as coordinator I thought this would  
35 be helpful for you to think about.  
36  
37                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
40  
41                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  A point of  
42 clarification.  There's four seats that are up in 2007.  
43  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don.  
46  
47                 MR. RIVARD:  Yeah.  Let me clarify  
48 that.  That means that those four members are on the  
49 top, James Charles, John Andrew, Ray Oney and William  
50 Brown, they're serving through 2007.  If they would  
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1  like to continue on the Council, then they need to  
2  reapply this year so that they can -- you've got a  
3  clarification?  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Go ahead, Alex.  
6  
7                  MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  James Charles  
8  and others whose term is ending like William Brown,  
9  they've already submitted their application and we're  
10 in the process of reviewing the applications, and also  
11 making recommendations.  So that's done with already.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Mr.  
14 Hoelscher.  
15  
16                 MR. HOELSCHER:  I was also going to  
17 point out that my understanding is Mr. Philip Moses was  
18 resigning.  
19  
20                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair, members of the  
21 Council.  That information, Mr. Hoelscher is correct.   
22 Based on what he told me verbally, I've asked him and  
23 his family to write a note confirming that he actually  
24 is going to be resigning from his seat.    
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Resigning?  
27  
28                 MR. NICK:  Resigning from his seat.  I  
29 think so.  Right word to use.  In the near future.  But  
30 I have yet to receive a note from him, the confirmation  
31 of his resignation.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  One other point of  
36 clarification.  No matter what the decision may be  
37 made, whether it goes to 80/20, 70/30, if and when you  
38 guys would decide to reapply, you'll be self-  
39 designating again I would think, and you don't have --  
40 you just designate what you feel most comfortable with.   
41 If it would go to 80/20, you could still designate --  
42 as you see here, we had this 70/30 and your Council has  
43 12 members subsistence designated, and one  
44 commercial/sport.  So you just would self-designate the  
45 way you feel comfortable with designating.  You don't  
46 have to then switch over just because you might think  
47 you'll have a better chance for some reason.  Just  
48 designate as you feel fit or feel comfortable to do so.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I'll get Tim and  
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1  then we'll get to you, if you don't mind.  Go ahead.  
2  
3                  MR. IVANOFF:  Mr. Chair, members of the  
4  Council.  My name is Unok.  My Inupiat name is Unok.   
5  My English name is Art Ivanoff, and I come before you  
6  as a public citizen.   
7  
8                  And I'd like to echo the words of Tim  
9  Andrew.  I think he hit it right on.  And I think the  
10 analysis by NARF hit it right on.  And I'm looking at  
11 the statements that were made perhaps by Heather  
12 Kendall-Miller.  And again I would like to echo those  
13 if I may, Mr. Chair.  
14  
15                 And I quote, interest group affiliation  
16 with commercial an sport interests is not a criteria  
17 for membership found in the statute.    
18  
19                 So it sounds like the number that's  
20 tossed out there is arbitrary.  70/30, 50/50, 60/40.   
21 And again I think the Native community needs to  
22 evaluate, needs to examine closely Title VIII of ANILCA  
23 and see if there is language that specifically states  
24 that we need these other users out there.  Because what  
25 I'm reading indicates that there is no criteria for  
26 having these other groups participate, and it's  
27 subsistence.  That's the focus.  
28  
29                 And I think we heard some passionate  
30 arguments made yesterday.  You know, we're here for the  
31 people and it's about our villages and that's what  
32 matters, Mr. Chair.  
33  
34                 And again, I'm looking at the arguments  
35 that were made by the Native America Rights Fund, and  
36 it says here, fair balance cannot be allocation of  
37 seats to competing interest, because fair balance is a  
38 measure of experience relevant tot he functions and  
39 tasks to be performed.    
40  
41                 And I don't know, I just got a bad  
42 feeling about this and I think the Native community  
43 collectively needs to review whether indeed it is  
44 necessary to have these other players at the table with  
45 the Native community.  
46  
47                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Art.   
50 James.  
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1                  MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
2  On my application I choose to represent commercial and  
3  sports because I'm with the -- a fish and game advisory  
4  committee member, working group member and Coordinating  
5  Fisheries Committee, all those involved in commercial  
6  and sports, too.  That's why I choose to be commercial  
7  and sports representative.  
8  
9                  Thank you.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Rebuttal.  
12  
13                 MR. IVANOFF:  Well, Mr. Chair, I guess  
14 my feeling is I'm curious about the tribal  
15 consultation, and it seems like that's an element  
16 that's sort of perhaps missing, and I'm looking at the  
17 Federal Subsistence Board, and I'm looking at people  
18 basically from the urban area calling the shots on  
19 behalf of the Native community.  And I think we've come  
20 to that stage where we can make decisions for  
21 ourselves, and I think we need to be at the table  
22 calling the shots that affect our villages and our  
23 people.  And that's what's important, Mr. Chair.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Art.    
26  
27                 Mr. Aloysius.  
28  
29                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I'm glad someone said it  
30 besides me in a nice way.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Anything else.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair, I was just  
35 going to say the same thing.  In other words, I was  
36 going to say I want these people who are some people to  
37 go back and tell their people back here and tell them  
38 why is it every time a Native person tries to manage  
39 their own resources in their own lands where they were  
40 born, and they're not going to move away from when the  
41 job is done, that they try to shoot us down with all  
42 kinds of other people to make us weak.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mary.  
45  
46                 Any other comments.  Ask questions for  
47 Art.  
48  
49                 MR. BROWN:  Mr. Chair.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Go ahead, Mr.  
2  Brown.  
3  
4                  MR. BROWN:  Yeah.  I myself participate  
5  in the commercial fisheries for my area, which is  
6  located lower Kuskokwim area.  No matter what, I stand  
7  for the commercial rights.  
8  
9                  MR. IVANOFF:  Mr. Chair, I realize that  
10 the Native community, we serve many organizations, we  
11 wear many hats.  And I really look at commercial  
12 fishing in the villages along the river systems as a  
13 way to complement our hunting and fishing way of life,  
14 and that's how it is in my village, or the village I  
15 grew up as well.  It helps offset some of the costs for  
16 going out there and harvesting your moose or your  
17 caribou, and I think that's an essential part is the  
18 commercial use.  But when it comes to large scale  
19 commercial use, the trawling fleet, for example, that's  
20 a different story.  Mr. Chair.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Go  
23 ahead, Mr. Brown.  
24  
25                 MR. BROWN:  So I'm lifetime both  
26 subsistence and commercial fisher.  Thank you.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Art.  
29  
30                 Any further comments from the Council.   
31 Greg.  
32  
33                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  I'm  
34 thinking towards requesting perhaps an endorsement of  
35 again YRDFA's statement.  They incorporate a lot of  
36 what we've talked about here so far.  That's the one  
37 that's got me, too, is the multiple use that a lot of  
38 us carry.  I mean, am I recreational user, too, because  
39 I enjoy knocking birds when I'm out packing wood or  
40 something like that, or just enjoying the countryside  
41 and become a -- I could be labeled as a sport or  
42 recreational user.  Or for that matter, if I bring back  
43 a few extra logs and sell a couple of them to help pay  
44 for gas, I become a commercial user, too.  But I know  
45 part of this is, what gets me as far as multiple use  
46 isn't mentioned, and actually NARF kind of gets at it  
47 in theirs, too, they're saying that the single interest  
48 representation is not supported in the functions of the  
49 Council.    
50  
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1                  I guess what I'm looking for is  
2  something that also says that the person should have a  
3  primary interest or participation in the subsistence  
4  uses, and have the rest of these specific designations  
5  of whether you're -- they're just to represent  
6  commercial alone or sport alone should kind of go away.  
7  
8                  And also under -- I say YRDFA's really  
9  jumped out me, because also their first paragraph,  
10 their first suggestion is that the Board should pursue  
11 amending ANILCA to exempt the Councils from the FACA  
12 requirements.  And I think that's perhaps what NRFA's  
13 getting at, too.  I don't know.  Maybe some of the  
14 Staff can correct me if I'm wrong there.  
15  
16                 And finally about this again, back to  
17 having that other representation there of other groups.   
18 One of the biggest frustrations I run up against in the  
19 years I've spent on boards similar to this and dealing  
20 with subsistence is that people look to one use or the  
21 other of being mutually exclusive, and they're really  
22 not.  They can co-exist to some degree.  And if we can  
23 address that in here, and again with a multiple user  
24 designation, if that might be something that could be  
25 incorporated.  But with that primary -- especially the  
26 part that the person must reside within the region and  
27 participate in the primary subsistence uses, to have  
28 that familiarity there, whether he has that other  
29 aspects like James does or other folks might.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Are  
32 these being recorded by somebody out there?  The  
33 comments?  Thank you.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  Yeah, they're on tape.   
36 They're part of your official transcripts.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I forgot that we  
39 get -- okay.    
40  
41                 Any further comment.  Any decisions on  
42 what you want to do, or do you want to wait for a  
43 while, make your recommendations?  I think we have time  
44 for this, don't we, Mr. Rivard, as to what our  
45 suggestions would be as a Council to the Board as to  
46 our makeup?  
47  
48                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, the Board has  
49 requested that your Council do it at this round of  
50 meetings.  I'm not sure exactly when the -- I think the  
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1  time for public comment is over.  It's just this is the  
2  last time for the Councils to weigh in.  So we've  
3  already done the public comment, and so we've waited  
4  until the last so you could see all the public comments  
5  as well.  
6  
7                  Thank you.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mr.  
10 Rivard.    
11  
12                 Mr. Carl.  
13  
14                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman.  For your  
15 information, the Board is going to take up this issue  
16 in their April 1 -- I mean April 30, May 1, 2 meeting.  
17  
18                 This whole thing is driven by the  
19 courts.  In 1998 the Safari Club International filed a  
20 lawsuit, this is Safari Club versus Mitch Demientieff  
21 who was the Chair at the time, challenging the makeup  
22 of the Councils at that time.  And following that the  
23 NARF was intervened in the lawsuit representing  
24 Venetie, challenging the plaintiff's assertion.  And as  
25 a result, thereafter the court ruled that not enough  
26 facts were gathered by the Federal Subsistence Board in  
27 the proposed rule of 70/30.    
28  
29                 The FACA is imposed by the courts to  
30 apply to the makeup of the Regional Councils, so that's  
31 where we are.  The Court also stated that if there was  
32 a time to think outside the box, this was the time to  
33 think outside of the box to try to come up with a  
34 balanced requirement of FACA.    
35  
36                 And as I said earlier, the Federal  
37 Subsistence Board is going to take this up at the end  
38 of April, beginning of May 1 and 2, at which time there  
39 will be another opportunity for the public, and, of  
40 course, you will make your recommendation at the time  
41 representing this Council to the Federal Board.  The  
42 Board at that time will take all of the comments and  
43 review those comments and take them into account in  
44 their deliberations to try to fulfill the court's order  
45 to come up with a fairly balanced requirement.  
46  
47                 Thank you.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Mr.  
50 Hoelscher.  
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1                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Mr Jack, can I get a  
2  little elaboration on .805c?  
3  
4                  MR. JACK:  .805c is the requirement  
5  under Title VIII where -- it's a deference requirement,  
6  where the recommendations of the Regional Councils  
7  cannot summarily be dismissed by the Federal Board.   
8  They have to be taken into account.  And for a certain  
9  criteria for -- in order to dismiss those, they have to  
10 fulfill the three criteria for dismissal.  
11  
12                 I think it has been determined by the  
13 Solicitor's Office that this particular issue is not  
14 subject to that deference requirement.  And it's not  
15 the Staff's decision, it's the Solicitor's Office that  
16 have come up with that determination.  
17  
18                 Thank you.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Mr.  
21 Roczicka.  Or were you just waving at Carl there.  
22  
23                 (Laughter)  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, I think we  
26 need to forward our recommendation to the Council, so  
27 we need to come up with something that you feel that  
28 the composition of this Council should be.  Since we're  
29 one of the Council members, I think it's very important  
30 that we get our views and our opinions in to the  
31 Board's call for our opinion on this.    
32  
33                 So if there's going to be action taken  
34 on this, the Chair will -- if there are no more  
35 comments concerning this by either the public or the  
36 Council.  
37  
38                 (No comments)  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Then the Chair will  
41 now entertain a motion as to what the Council feels on  
42 the Council's composition to be forwarded to the Board.   
43 Any motions.  Board members.  Council members, I'm  
44 sorry.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I'll try one.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Go ahead, Greg.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, I'll try one here.   
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1  If the court sees fit, and I'll go ahead and mention  
2  early about the Solicitor's opinion is one that's going  
3  to drive this, so it's back to -- he gets a choice,  
4  that office gets a choice to whatever the Board does  
5  with our recommendation as a summary dismissal or not,  
6  it's going to go that way.    
7  
8                  But just to try to put something down,  
9  I would move that a council member, or that if  
10 necessary to fulfill some other user designation that  
11 it can be provided by a multiple use designation and  
12 that any Council member should be -- has to be a  
13 member, resident of the region and is knowledgeable of  
14 the region and its resource and include that they must  
15 be a participant, a direct participant in the harvest  
16 of the subsistence resources on the public lands  
17 involved.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Is that in the form  
20 of a motion?  
21  
22                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I did, I moved that.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion's been  
25 made.  Do I hear a second to the motion.  
26  
27                 MR. CHARLES:  Second that motion, Mr.  
28 Chairman.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Discussion.  
31  
32                 MR. RIVARD:  I just wanted to point  
33 something out with what Greg said.  What does that do  
34 for village elders that are no longer actively  
35 participating, because maybe physically they can't get  
36 the subsistence.  The way you phrased it, it sounds  
37 like you would have to be actively engaged in harvest.   
38 I don't think that's what you intended, is that  
39 correct?  
40  
41                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Subsistence use  
42 includes.....  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  Eating it.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Including eating it,  
47 and.....  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Somebody hunting it.  
50  
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1                  MR. ROCZICKA:  .....using the resource,  
2  whatever, you know.  Even -- use does include, yeah.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Does that clarify  
5  it?  Okay.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  And you can wear it for  
8  a hat, too.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Robert, I noticed  
11 you were twitching over there.  Did you have an  
12 opinion?  No?    
13  
14                 Anybody else.  
15  
16                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  I'd like to  
17 say that when people hunt, they just don't eat it by  
18 themselves.  They share it with the elders, the widows,  
19 the orphans, and those people who can't go out and get  
20 it, so it's just not -- it doesn't matter how you get  
21 it, as long as it gets into your house and into your  
22 stomach.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mary.  
25  
26                 Greg.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  Just to put  
29 another little thought there.  I mean, I purposely used  
30 the word use and not harvest specifically for that.   
31 It's use in there.  
32  
33                 But by putting that in place, I think  
34 it gets it -- also it -- by allowing that multiple use  
35 designation, that 100 percent of the people on these  
36 Regional Subsistence Councils, 100 percent should be a  
37 participant in the use of those resources. And again if  
38 there's some kind of requirement that you've got  
39 something else, if it gets done under many others, you  
40 put down -- I know on the advisory committees they ask  
41 you for -- there are about 9 or 10 of them that they've  
42 got that they can choose from and you are a multiple  
43 user, but this is the focus is to keep that on  
44 subsistence, and we want 100 percent, not a split in  
45 that regard.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
48 discussion.  
49  
50                 (No comments)  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Question.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The question's been  
4  called for.  Mr. Secretary.  All those -- I think this  
5  might need -- let's do it roll call.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Okay.  On the motion  
8  that's on the record regarding makeup of the  
9  Subsistence Council that's just been made.  I forgot  
10 which side I started with last.  James Charles.  
11  
12                 MR. CHARLES:  Yes.  
13  
14                 MR. ROCZICKA:  John Andrew.  
15  
16                 MR. ANDREW:  Yes.  
17  
18                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Ray Oney absent.   
19 William Brown.  
20  
21                 MR. BROWN:  Yes.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Edgar Hoelscher.  
24  
25                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Yes.  
26  
27                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mary Gregory.  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  
30  
31                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Lester Wilde.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  
34  
35                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Elias Kelly.  
36  
37                 MR. KELLY:  Yes.  
38  
39                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Joseph Mike.  
40  
41                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
42  
43                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Roczicka, yes.  Bob  
44 Aloysius.  
45  
46                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
47  
48                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, it's 10  
49 for, no against.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  You  
2  heard the motion, I guess it's recorded.   
3  
4                  We're down to Item 11, subsistence  
5  fisheries issues.  Item A, Yukon and Kuskokwim River,  
6  initial discussions concerning 2007 salon outlook and  
7  preseason management plan.  Joint State and Federal  
8  Presentation.  And I take it you are from the Federal  
9  or the State?  
10  
11                 MR. MELEGARI:  Federal.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  
14  
15                 MR. MELEGARI:  Hello, Mr. Chair.  My  
16 name is Jeff Melegari.  I'm with the U.S. Fish and  
17 Wildlife Service out of Fairbanks.  I work with Russ  
18 Holder.  And I'm here to read the 2007 Yukon River  
19 salmon season outlook.  And if the Board wishes, after  
20 that I can follow up with a quick summary of Yukon  
21 River decisions by the State Board in their meeting in  
22 Anchorage.  
23  
24                 So both Federal and State river fishery  
25 managers are planning to start the season using the  
26 Alaska Board of Fisheries windowed subsistence salmon  
27 fishing schedule beginning in late May in the lower  
28 river.  Similar to the last six years, a join  
29 information sheet discussing the 2007 outlook will be  
30 published and distributed to Yukon River fishermen in  
31 May.  The following 2007 Yukon River salmon outlook  
32 information was summarized from draft U.S./Canada Joint  
33 Technical Committee report sections authored by Alaska  
34 Department of Fish and Game managers and researchers.  
35  
36                 Chinook Salmon.  The 207 run is  
37 expected to be average and similar in abundance to the  
38 2006 run, assuming a near normal return of five-year-  
39 old and six-year-old fish.  The two previous return  
40 years of 2005 and 206 were greater than expected,  
41 indicating good production from the poor return years  
42 of 2000 and 2001.  A strong age-five return in 2006  
43 suggests the potential for a good return of six-year-  
44 old chinook salmon in 2907.  It is anticipated the 2007  
45 run will provide for escapements, support a normal  
46 subsistence harvest and a below average commercial  
47 harvest.  Fishery management will be based upon in-  
48 season assessment of the run.  Similar to 2006, if in-  
49 season indicators of run strength suggest sufficient  
50 abundance for a commercial fishery, the commercial  
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1  harvest in Alaska could range for 30,000 to 60,000  
2  chinook salmon.  
3  
4                  For summer chum salmon, if ocean  
5  conditions remain favorable, it is anticipated the 2007  
6  run will be near average and provide for escapements,  
7  support a normal subsistence and commercial harvest.   
8  The 2007 summer chum salmon run is dependent n the  
9  escapements occurring in 2003 and 2002.  Although 2001  
10 was one of the poorest escapement years on record,  
11 summer chum salmon runs during 202 to 2006 have  
12 exhibited productivity improvements with harvestable  
13 surpluses the last five years.  In in-season indicators  
14 of run strength suggest sufficient abundance to have a  
15 commercial fisher, the commercial harvest in Alaska  
16 could range from 500,000 to 900,000 summer chum salmon,  
17 depending primarily upon market conditions.  
18  
19                 The 2007 fall chum salmon run size is  
20 expected to be near average with a preliminary  
21 projection range of 700,000 to one million fish.  The  
22 207 fall chum salmon run will largely be from the  
23 parent years of 2002 to 2003.  The projection is based  
24 on return-per-spawner brood year calculations,  
25 improvements in production observed since 2003 and an  
26 expectation that parent year productivity will be near  
27 normal.  The 2007 projected run size should provide for  
28 escapement, support normal subsistence fishing  
29 activities, and provide for commercial opportunities  
30 where markets exist.  The run will be monitored in-  
31 season to determine the strength in relation to the  
32 projected range.  The amount of harvest that can be  
33 provided will be determined by the levels stipulated in  
34 the Alaska Yukon River Drainage Fall Chum Salmon  
35 Management Plan.  
36  
37                 The 2007 coho salmon run is anticipated  
38 to be average to above average based on record parent  
39 year escapement in 2003, since coho salmon return  
40 primarily as age four fish.  The revised 2007 Yukon  
41 River Coho Salmon Management Plan allows directed  
42 commercial coho salmon fishery when there is a  
43 harvestable surplus coho salmon and the fall chum  
44 salmon return is greater than 550,000 fish.  
45  
46                 If there are any further questions I  
47 can try to answer them, but probably the best route  
48 would be to talk to the Yukon River managers, Steve  
49 Hayes, Fred Bue or Russ Holder that are listed there.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.   
2  Kuskokwim River?  Are there any questions for Jeff on  
3  the Yukon salmon return projections.  
4  
5                  (No comments)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You must have done  
8  a good job.  Than you.  
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  Does this mean that  
11 you're going to have an opening for chum salmon -- I  
12 mean, chinook and both runs in the summer of the  
13 salmon?  Is that what you say?  
14  
15                 MR. MELEGARI:  Again, which are you  
16 referring to?  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  For the Yukon.  
19  
20                 ME. MELEGARI:  Yeah, which run, the  
21 chinook run?  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  the first run on the  
24 chums.  
25  
26                 MR. MELEGARI:  Yeah.  It's anticipated  
27 that the run will be large enough to support normal  
28 subsistence and below average commercial harvest.  The  
29 season will be started with the normal windowed  
30 subsistence fishing schedule.  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  (Mic not on)  
33  
34                 MR. MELEGARI:  Yeah.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Any more  
37 questions from the Council on the Yukon.  
38  
39                 (No comments)  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Kuskokwim.  Is  
42 there a presentation for preseason management plan for  
43 the Kuskokwim.  No?  Okay.  
44  
45                 We're down to Item B, update on Alaska  
46 Board of Fisheries actions on AYK fisheries proposals.   
47 ADF&G.  
48  
49                 MR. MELEGARI:  I don't think anybody's  
50 here from ADF&G.  I can provide a quick summary of the  
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1  Yukon River decisions from the Board.  And that's also  
2  on this same page here.  
3  
4                  In Districts 1 to 3, from June 1st to  
5  July 15th a person may not possess king salmon taken  
6  for subsistence uses unless both tips of the tail fin  
7  have been removed before the person conceals the salmon  
8  from plain view or transfers the salmon from the  
9  fishing site.  A person may not sell or purchase salmon  
10 from which both lobes of the tail fin have been  
11 removed.  And this is just a summary text.  
12  
13                 Let's see, other decisions.  The Board  
14 did not make any changes to the current subsistence  
15 window fishing schedule.  
16  
17                 The Board did not make any changes to  
18 subsistence or commercial set or drift gillnet mesh  
19 sizes.  
20  
21                 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Or mesh depths.  
22  
23                 MR. MELEGARI:  Yes, or mesh depths.  
24  
25                 The Board did not make any changes  
26 relating to the start date of commercial fishing  
27 activity in the lower Yukon.  
28  
29                 The Board did not alter the commercial  
30 harvest allocation for District 1 base on CDQ bycatch.  
31  
32                 The Board did not change the district  
33 boundaries for Y1, Y2 or Y3.  
34  
35                 The Board amended the Yukon River Coho  
36 Salmon Management Plan to allow commercial fishing if  
37 the return is projected to provide for harvestable  
38 surplus and the fall chum salmon return is assessed to  
39 be more than 550,000.  
40  
41                 And the Board opened the lower 25 miles  
42 of the Goodpaster River to catch-and-release king  
43 salmon fishing.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  
46  
47                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I have a question.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.    
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Your second to the last,  
2  the Board amended the Yukon River Coho Salmon  
3  Management Plan to allow commercial fishing if the  
4  return is projected to provide for harvestable surplus  
5  and the fall chum.  Why did they include fall chum  
6  returns in there?  
7  
8                  MR. MELEGARI:  I would suspect that  
9  that's a bycatch issue, that it's -- particularly if  
10 you're fishing with nets, it's -- you're going to catch  
11 fall chum as well as the coho, and if the fall chum run  
12 is low, they didn't want to harvest too many of those.   
13 That would be -- that's my -- I'm not sure, I wasn't at  
14 the meeting, but I really just have the summary here,  
15 but that would be my assumption.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay, Bob?  
18  
19                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  (Nods affirmatively)  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Anybody else?   
22 Council members?  
23  
24                 (No comments)  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Partner  
27 for Fishery Monitoring Program, David Waltemyer.  
28  
29                 Just go ahead, Greg.  
30  
31                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Under  
32 that agenda item at the beginning of the meeting I  
33 requested that a special action request that was  
34 addressed to this Board, or this Council be taken up at  
35 that time.  And at this time it would be.  And I've  
36 been informed by Staff there that I can read it into  
37 the record and we can take it from there.  I did bring  
38 copies of it to you.  I was delivered a copy of this  
39 last week, and I was told that it had been brought to  
40 the Staff there, Alex Nick, and I thought it would come  
41 forward to the Council that way, but anyway I've had  
42 some copies made here and so they're all in front of  
43 you.  So I'll go ahead with reading it into the record.   
44 That's appropriate I'm told.  
45  
46                 And since we didn't bring up the Kusko  
47 fisheries, actually I can mention three of them that  
48 were there.  One was to allow an adjustment and  
49 expansion of time in the lower portion of District 1 to  
50 allow more time for fisherman down closer to the mouth  
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1  of the river, because the river is bigger there.  
2  
3                  Another proposal is what's addressed in  
4  here was to authorize the possible reopening of a  
5  directed king fishery using up to eight-inch gear.    
6  
7                  And the third was for the Holitna basin  
8  hunting, fishing and trapping reserve.  The Board  
9  tabled that to a committee awaiting the outcome of the  
10 one that they put together with Pebble Mine.  And they  
11 felt they both addressed the same issues.  
12  
13                 So this a letter from Bev Hoffman and  
14 Dr. John White regarding the eight-inch mesh.  Dated  
15 March 8th, 2007 to the Y-K Delta Subsistence Regional  
16 Advisory Council, care of the regional coordinator.  
17  
18                 Dear Council Members.  The recent  
19 action by the Board of Fisheries to authorize the  
20 reopening of a directed king fishery on the Kuskokwim  
21 with large, up to eight-inch, mesh gear has raised  
22 issues of significant concern for future subsistence  
23 harvest restrictions.  This action was taken despite  
24 the vast majority of public comment provided being  
25 against such an action and ignored the direct  
26 recommendation from the State's own fisheries  
27 management professionals not to adopt the proposal.  It  
28 is reassuring to see that your Council shares this  
29 level of concern through your vote of opposition to the  
30 proposed action at your October 2006 meting.  As  
31 individuals with long histories of active involvement  
32 with management issues, we are compelled to send you  
33 this letter urging your follow-up action to protect the  
34 integrity of future king salmon subsistence harvests  
35 for the people of the Kuskokwim.  
36  
37                 The Federal subsistence management  
38 regime expresses a high level of deference to Regional  
39 Subsistence Council's recommendations, stating that  
40 they should be followed unless contrary to established  
41 management principles or pose a threat to the resource.   
42 As such, we request that at your meeting next week in  
43 Hooper Bay, March 15th through 16th, you would consider  
44 to sponsor and submit a special action request to the  
45 Federal Subsistence Board that if the State attempts to  
46 open a directed large mesh commercial king fishery on  
47 the Kuskokwim that not be allowed -- I think that's  
48 what it should say, that it not be allowed to occur in  
49 Federal waters due to its history of detrimental  
50 impacts to subsistence concerns.  At least not until  
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1  sufficient years of baseline data are conducted,  
2  analyzed, and clearly found to establish a reliable  
3  means for determining in-season if there is a  
4  harvestable surplus of large kings over and above that  
5  necessary for subsistence and escapement needs.   
6  Following are some matters of record and other items  
7  that reference specific concerns supporting this  
8  requested action.  
9  
10                 Number 1. A primary factor for closing  
11 the directed Kuskokwim king commercial fishery over 20  
12 years ago, included that the harvestable surplus of  
13 older fish targeted with large mesh gear were fully  
14 utilized in fulfilling annual subsistence needs,  
15 maintenance of customary and traditional use practices,  
16 with the remaining allocation of fish being necessary  
17 for the escapement and spawning purposes.  These  
18 conditions have not changed since that time.  There  
19 were no false promises made that commercial king  
20 fishing would reopen after the run rebuilt as has been  
21 asserted by some individuals.  Actually, many people  
22 understood the exact opposite, that due to subsistence  
23 and escapement needs, a directed commercial fishery for  
24 large kings on the Kuskokwim were history, gone  
25 forever, amen.  
26  
27                 2.  Such an action is highly premature  
28 since Kuskokwim king salmon are only just recovering  
29 from their stock of concern status established just six  
30 years ago, which resulted in closure periods for  
31 subsistence harvests for the first time in history, and  
32 created significant disruption of customary and  
33 traditional use activities.  Though this stock of  
34 concern status was lifted for Kuskokwim kings this  
35 year, the runs, according to many old folks who have  
36 spoken and continue to speak of it, are nowhere near  
37 the abundance they were prior to their depletion by  
38 commercial fishing in the late 70s and early 1980s that  
39 prompted the large gear commercial closure.  In  
40 addition, some Kuskokwim tributary stream stocks still  
41 continue to have low numbers showing up in their  
42 escapements.  Expanding commercial exploitation through  
43 the reinstatement of an eight-inch gear in the  
44 commercial fishery poses significant threat to going  
45 right back to those same levels of restrictions and  
46 further subsistence closures.  We have no desire to  
47 return there.  
48  
49                 3.  With the high processing costs and  
50 drastically deflated fish prices on the Kuskokwim, such  
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1  a fishery would provide little to no substantive  
2  monetary benefit to area fishermen, making the risk  
3  factors versus benefit ratios far too great a threat to  
4  maintaining the integrity of future subsistence harvest  
5  needs to justify such an action.  
6  
7                  Number 4.  Though it is true we have  
8  had record escapements in recent years, the increase in  
9  numbers is highly attributable to many more small,  
10 early returning jack kings.  These small kings are of  
11 questionable, if any, benefit for spawning purposes,  
12 and may even perhaps have a negative long-term effect  
13 to genetic integrity; and would be better harvested, or  
14 culled, with the six-inch or less gear.  A large mesh  
15 commercial effort would only serve to elevate the  
16 escapement of these smaller kings to the spawning  
17 grounds.  
18  
19                 5.  The Department does not know, and  
20 presently has no way of determining if there is a  
21 harvestable surplus of older, larger kings in-season,  
22 nor whether they can sustain any additional  
23 exploitation, as reflected in their written opposition  
24 to this proposal.  
25  
26                 Given the lack of basic biological  
27 knowledge or justification, and level of public concern  
28 surrounding the issue, this Board of Fish action has  
29 little practical management value whatsoever.  Indeed,  
30 any potential worth of its passage can only be  
31 considered as political in nature.  It presents a false  
32 hope to some commercial fishermen, who may well go to  
33 spend some of their previous few dollars on new large  
34 gear in anticipation of a commercial opening that  
35 should not occur.  It serves as little more than to  
36 create a major point of argument and contention in an  
37 already difficult management arena; and as we have been  
38 too often reminded by our old folks, if you argue and  
39 fight over the resource, it will go away.  We don't  
40 want our king salmon to go away again.  
41  
42                 Thank you in advance for your positive  
43 consideration of these concerns and support of this  
44 request.  And it's signed by Beverly Hoffman, a former  
45 Y-K RAC member, Lower Kuskokwim subsistence fisherman,  
46 and the alternate sports representative to the  
47 Kuskokwim Salmon Management Working Group; Dr. John  
48 White is the founding member and former chairman of the  
49 Kuskokwim Salmon Management Working Group, and three  
50 term member, former chairman of the Alaska State Board  
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1  of Fisheries.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
4  comments on that request.  Greg.  
5  
6                  MR. ROCZICKA:  If I could continue that  
7  at this point.  I've been approached by a lot of people  
8  basically giving a lot of these same concerns.  It's  
9  been a subject of talk shows since it was passed at the  
10 Board of Fish from the Yup'ik talk lines actually, and  
11 from guys as far up as Tuluksak saying essentially the  
12 same thing here, that they're so worried about going  
13 back to the same place we were before.    
14  
15                 And it's -- I have a subsistence  
16 committee that I work with in my other life that also,  
17 you know, essentially have echoed everything that's  
18 here.  
19  
20                 I guess with that, I'd just go ahead  
21 and move to accept their letter and move that this  
22 Council do submit a special action request to the  
23 Federal Board that until such time as the area managers  
24 are able to determine in-season what kind of a run of  
25 large kings they've got, that if they should choose to  
26 call an opening just to have an opening without having  
27 that information, that the Federal waters be closed for  
28 that fishery to take place.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You heard the  
31 motion.  Do I hear a second.  
32  
33                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by Mary.    
36  
37                 Discussion.  James.  
38  
39                 MR. CHARLES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
40 Like I mentioned before, I'm with fish and game  
41 advisory committee, and that proposal came from fish  
42 and game advisory committee for this eight- inch mesh  
43 size, because we have been pushed by public to go back  
44 to eight-inch -- I mean, commercial fishermen, but when  
45 I made my testimony in front of the Board of Fish, I  
46 told them that we have a lot less commercial fishermen  
47 on the Kuskokwim River, and they're not going to take  
48 that much commercial -- I mean that much king salmon  
49 like before.  We had 800 commercial fishermen and there  
50 are less than half of commercial fishermen licenses now  
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1  on the river.  And so we made that proposal because --  
2  Charlie's a member of that advisory committee, because  
3  people want to go back to eight-inch commercial  
4  fishing.  
5  
6                  And we may not -- even it's already in  
7  there, we may not go commercial fishing for kings,  
8  because there are a lot of us with the working group,  
9  and the working group is the people who open the river  
10 for either commercial or subsistence, and so even it's  
11 already in there, or even the Board of Fish took that  
12 action and made it legal to use eight-inch we still  
13 don't know if we're going to use it or not.  
14  
15                 Thank you.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Tim.  
18  
19                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
20 Timothy Andrew with AVCP.  Because we have conflicting  
21 villages' points of view and position on this issue  
22 along the Kuskokwim River, AVCP has taken a neutral  
23 position on this, and I thought I'd state it for the  
24 record.  
25  
26                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
29 Council members, any further discussion.    
30  
31                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chair.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
34  
35                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah, just a point of  
36 clarification.  They're talking about -- this letter  
37 says abundance, they refer prior to depletion by  
38 commercial fishing in early 70s, it should be early 80s  
39 to -- early 60s to the 80s.  I know they were  
40 commercial fishing long before the 70s, and them days  
41 they had no limits on size of gear -- or no limits on  
42 the time of harvesting for kings.  
43  
44                 And even today with all the  
45 restrictions that are being applied to the people with  
46 the windows and all, there are very, very few big  
47 spawners going up the river.  And we know this because  
48 in the working group we have information from the time  
49 they hit the Kuskokwim River until they hit the head  
50 waters, because we have representatives on the working  
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1  group that include the whole river.  
2  
3                  And even to this day, after 20 years of  
4  restriction, there are still very, very few large  
5  spawners going up.  And I can talk from my own  
6  experience.  You know, growing up on the Kuskokwim  
7  River, we used to have lots of big kings.  Some of  
8  those kings were so big that they would stop the  
9  fishwheels from -- one king salmon would stop the  
10 fishwheels from running. And in the old days we had not  
11 very big boats, not very big outboards, but lots of  
12 this kind of power, and when those big kings hit, you  
13 know, they'd almost sink that whole -- one king salmon  
14 would sink a whole net.  The boat would vibrate.   
15 Nowadays, you get 10 of these little jacks hitting the  
16 net and they wiggle around for about 5 minutes an  
17 they're quiet.    
18  
19                 So, you know, we really need to think  
20 about bringing back those big, big spawners.    
21  
22                 And I'm really, you know, concerned  
23 that if we open up that to -- I mean the commercial  
24 fishing up to eight-inch gear, we're going to lose what  
25 we've gained, and maybe even lose more.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any other comments,  
28 Council members.  
29  
30                 MR. BROWN:  Mr. Chair.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Brown.  
33  
34                 MR. BROWN:  Yeah.  I was testifying in  
35 the Fish Board not too long ago.  I participated the  
36 commercial fishermen request, and I supported the  
37 eight-inch mesh in order to avoid bycatching the chum.   
38 And I just want to avoid catching too many chums and  
39 the fish buyers don't want to take chums for  
40 commercial, you know, because due to the high freight  
41 cost.  The fishermen were talking about in order to  
42 help the commercial fishermen to avoid catching chums  
43 and have the fish buyers make their money, I mean a  
44 better price.  And recently they were talking about the  
45 boat sizes, too.  Back in '80s we used to use bigger  
46 motors all the way up to 150, 200 horse, two-cycle, and  
47 in that time, '80s, gas was efficient to buy.  At  
48 present day, you can see the prices are around $6 a  
49 gallon.  And now they're switching their 26-foot boats  
50 to a smaller boat, and most of them are now using 18 --  
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1  16-foot lunds and changing their motors to smaller,  
2  like 40 horse, 60 due to the price cost. And many old-  
3  time commercial fishermen are retired now, and they're  
4  transferring their permits to their younger generation.  
5  
6                  And the last one, I supported eight-  
7  inch mesh, commercially using that gear.  We were  
8  hoping to avoid bycatching chums, which was the target  
9  for the Department.  
10  
11                 Thank you   
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
14 discussion on.....  
15  
16                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chairman.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  .....the motion  
19 that was placed before the Council there.  Are you  
20 addressing that motion, Mr. Mike?  Are you addressing  
21 the motion that was put in.....  
22  
23                 MR. MIKE:  Under discussion.  My name  
24 is Joe Mike.  
25  
26                 Under discussion, I'm in support of the  
27 Kuskokwim River using eight-inch mesh.  When the king  
28 salmon is caught with six-inch mesh net or smaller,  
29 they get caught on their nose and they don't last very  
30 long.  They die fast.  And when we pull the net out, if  
31 they're caught on their nose, they drop and we lose  
32 them.  That's how the kings when they get caught in  
33 smaller nets, they don't last very long, they die in  
34 maybe two, three or four minutes, and that's how a lot  
35 of king salmons are being lost.  
36  
37                 Thank you.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Further discussion  
40 on the motion.  
41  
42                 (No comments)  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Edgar.  
45  
46                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Question.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The question's been  
49 called for.  Mr. Secretary, please call the roll.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, would you  
2  clarify the motion.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion was to  
5  -- okay.  Go ahead, Mr. Secretary.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah.  The motion I made  
8  was to honor their request and to sponsor a special  
9  action as requested in the letter that's on the record  
10 from March 8th from Dr. White and Bev Hoffman.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Does everybody  
13 understand the motion.  
14  
15                 (Council nods affirmatively)    
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Mr.  
18 Secretary, please call the roll.  
19  
20                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Okay.  This side again.   
21 Bob Aloysius.  
22  
23                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
24  
25                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Roczicka, yes.  Joe  
26 Mike.  
27  
28                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
29  
30                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I should probably  
31 clarify for the record given his statements.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.    
34  
35                 MR. ROCZICKA:  That within that motion  
36 the request was not to allow an eight-inch mesh until  
37 the Department can get information on how many large  
38 kings are.  So a yes vote would be to support a closure  
39 of the Federal waters to that eight-inch mesh on the  
40 Kuskokwim.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  After that  
43 clarification, would you restart your roll call,  
44 please.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Uh-huh.  Bob Aloysius.  
47  
48                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Roczicka, yes.  Joe  
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1  Mike.  
2  
3                  MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Elias Kelly.  
6  
7                  MR. KELLY:  No.  
8  
9                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Lester Wilde.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mary Gregory.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  
16  
17                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Edgar Hoelscher.  
18  
19                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Yes.  
20  
21                 MR. ROCZICKA:  William Brown.  
22  
23                 MR. BROWN:  Abstain.  
24  
25                 MR. ROCZICKA:  John Andrew.  
26  
27                 MR. ANDREW:  Yes.  
28  
29                 MR. ROCZICKA:  And James Charles.  
30  
31                 MR. CHARLES:  No.  
32  
33                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I've got  
34 seven yes, two no's, one abstention.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The ayes have it.   
37  
38                 Mr. Rivard.  
39  
40                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair.  It is my  
41 understanding now that your Council's going to sponsor  
42 a special action request.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  
45  
46                 MR. RIVARD:  And I'll work with Greg to  
47 make sure that happens.  Thank you.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mr.  
50 Rivard.  
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1                  We are now down to Partners for  
2  Fisheries Monitoring.  
3  
4                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, before we  
5  get off the subject, perhaps -- I'd like to -- I don't  
6  know how to put it in a gentle term.  I'd like to maybe  
7  remind the commercial fishermen representatives that  
8  before they do anything, they should let us know,  
9  because things like that can happen.    
10  
11                 I'm in Bethel, and if you have a  
12 meeting in Bethel, you can always call me and see  
13 what's -- get my opinion on it so I wouldn't have to go  
14 against you when it comes up.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  The  
17 motion's been taken on the request so I think we'll  
18 move on to the next.  
19  
20                 Again, Mr. David Waltemyer from AVCP,  
21 Partner biologist for the Yukon.  
22  
23                 MR. WALTEMYER:  Thank you, Mr.  
24 Chairman, and good afternoon.  And good afternoon to  
25 your fellow Council members.  I am David Waltemyer, and  
26 one of my given Yup'ik names is Ayagaduli (ph), or the  
27 Traveler, or how would I say that, Lester?  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Don't ask me.   
30 You're asking the wrong person.  
31  
32                 (Laughter)  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You want it in  
35 Yup'ik -- you want it in Napalianmuit or in Kwikpugmuit  
36 (ph)?  
37  
38                 MR. WALTEMYER:  That's what I mean.   
39  
40                 (Laughter)  
41  
42                 MR. WALTEMYER:  But thank you.  No,  
43 actually I have to say Dana Kopanuk has given me the  
44 name of the Traveler, but I have a hard time saying it.   
45 But Alex gave me this one, and it was a little easier  
46 to pronounce.    
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Proceed,  
49 please.  
50  
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1                  MR. WALTEMYER:  But anyway, I am here  
2  to represent as the Yukon River Partner's fisheries  
3  biologist, and I work for the Association of Village  
4  Council Presidents in Bethel.  
5  
6                  And before I get started on my  
7  presentation, I wanted to mention that I did hand out a  
8  10-page PowerPoint presentation that is in front of you  
9  so that you could follow along.  Hopefully that will  
10 help us guide through the presentation.  And it is on  
11 the both sides, so you'll have to be flipping.  
12  
13                 So from the first page, I'm here to  
14 present the Partners for Fisheries resource monitoring  
15 partner.  And as part of it, it's kind of like I have a  
16 guiding principle here that I wanted to share with you,  
17 and it's called, it's all about future generations of  
18 local residents and fish.  This is kind of sort of what  
19 I follow in the sense of when I'm out in the area and  
20 visiting.    
21  
22                 So to the next page.  Then this shows  
23 what the program provides that I work on, and there are  
24 four different items that I tend to deal with, probably  
25 more in the latter three, but the first one would be a  
26 part of our program is to hire, in my case, a fisheries  
27 biologist within AVCP to work with the local tribes  
28 and/or government agencies or organizations.  
29  
30                 The second one is also dealing with and  
31 providing a means for planning and conducting fisheries  
32 projects that are relevant to the subsistence fisheries  
33 issues that you as a Council deal with in the AVCP  
34 region especially.  
35  
36                 The third is mentoring students and  
37 hiring student interns, which is one of the parts of  
38 this program that I really enjoy.  I really like  
39 working with the local youth of the area and the  
40 region, and also giving them employment as being an  
41 intern.  
42  
43                 And then fourthly is the community  
44 outreach and education and training.  That is a part of  
45 what I'll be explaining here in just the next bit.   
46  
47                 If you flip to the next page, which is  
48 a map of the AVCP region, there's a part in the kind of  
49 upper left-hand corner that's circled, and that is sort  
50 of the area that I deal with more as being an employee  
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1  of AVCP, which runs from the Village of Hooper Bay up  
2  the coast and then up into the Yukon River to Russian  
3  Mission.  And those are the primary villages that I  
4  would deal with in any of these issues.   
5  
6                  To the next page then, it should be  
7  entitled plan and conduct fisheries monitoring studies  
8  relative to the subsistence fisheries.  And it notes  
9  Marshall test fishery as one project that I'm involved  
10 in directly where I hire interns and we actually do the  
11 in-season monitoring of the chinook run primarily.  And  
12 this is just a couple photos of one of our interns.   
13 Some of you would know Mildred Pitka or Tassi.  She's  
14 in those.  And we're heading to the fishing site in  
15 those two pictures.  
16  
17                 Then if you'd flip to the next page --  
18 how are we doing?  Okay?  
19  
20                 They're just showing that -- in this  
21 picture they're retrieving the net at one of the  
22 fishing sites at Marshall or just above Marshall there.   
23 And that kind of called it it's like on-the-job  
24 training, because that is part of actually my learning  
25 what and where we fish on the river, and also as the  
26 interns, being able to share that information.  And  
27 then also just in the sampling of fish, things like  
28 that is a part of the internship program.    
29  
30                 If you flip then to the next of to the  
31 back side of that, I have a picture of John Andrew with  
32 Leonard and Mildred Pitka, and they're in the back of a  
33 boat, and they're -- this is a part of what I would  
34 call the mentoring, because John -- not only was I  
35 there to help, but we explained a lot of just the  
36 things that we do for the biological sampling.  And why  
37 we collect the information.  And in essence it's like  
38 we want the fish to talk to us, because the information  
39 they give us will help us to then manage -- hopefully  
40 better manage the fish.  Okay.  
41  
42                 Then the next one would be -- it's  
43 entitled Pilot Station sonar project.  And there's a  
44 couple of pictures there.  Actually one in the upper  
45 right-hand corner of like the sonar unit.  If you've  
46 never seen some of the equipment that they actually use  
47 for getting their sonar counts, this is actually some  
48 of the equipment that they use.  
49  
50                 Then also in the lower left-hand corner  
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1  is a picture of Don Kelly in the past has worked for  
2  AVCP, but then has also worked as an intern.  And it's  
3  kind of interesting to be able to incorporate not only  
4  in hiring the interns and having them being a part of,  
5  or employed by AVCP, but also then they're actually  
6  working with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.   
7  And then by the internships they can get more  
8  experience.  
9  
10                 Then on the back of that would be a few  
11 pictures of the Anvik River sonar project, and this is  
12 where in one summer -- this is, say, the fifth year of  
13 a five-year program for me, and in one of the summers,  
14 one of the interns that I hired was Rainy Deal from  
15 Aniak.  And we were able to travel to some of these  
16 different projects not only within AVCP region, but  
17 outside of the region in the upper areas of the Yukon  
18 River, and one of them was the Anvik River.  And this  
19 is where especially it was -- she's so familiar with  
20 the Kuskokwim and the projects there, that it was very  
21 unique to bring her to the Yukon River so she could get  
22 an idea so she could get an idea of how things are  
23 dealt with on the Yukon River.  
24  
25                 And so this just shows you that we were  
26 measuring fish to gather length information.  We were  
27 taking scale samples so that we could age the fish, and  
28 know how old they are in the sense of how -- what year  
29 they returned.  And also then in recording the data,  
30 which is a pretty important part of all this, so that  
31 we have a record of it.  
32  
33                 Then if you go to the next page.  I  
34 don't know, do you want to take any questions as I go  
35 or I'll just go through.  I'll just keep going then.  
36  
37                 The next one I have, at the top of the  
38 page it's called community outreach, education and  
39 training.  And this one is a picture of a group of  
40 students that came to the East or the South Fork of the  
41 Andreafsky River Weir project as part of a science  
42 camp.  And so that's a unique experience for the kids  
43 in the local area and in the region.  But not only in  
44 the region.  We can have students that come from  
45 outside of the AVCP region as well, or I should say  
46 even the Yukon River, just students that are from the  
47 Kuskokwim drainage, too.  
48  
49                 Then just you a little bit of what we  
50 do at that camp is the next page, and it's entitled  
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1  what will you learn at the camp.  And part of those are  
2  like fish biology, learning just how they -- you know,  
3  their behaviors where they tend to spend their time,  
4  where they spawn, things like that.  Fun activities  
5  like being able to use dry suits and snorkeling and  
6  actually developing just an idea of where the fish are.   
7  Like if you get along the weir, you can actually watch  
8  and see where they're migrating.  Learn a little bit  
9  about wildlife biology.  Another area is resource  
10 management and conservation, and that would actually be  
11 a part of why the weir project is there.  Also plants,  
12 so they cover a lot of different things.  
13  
14                 But the one thing I wanted to just  
15 cover a little more in detail is the weir operation,  
16 and that would be then the next page.  And there's  
17 three photographs there, one that talks about the  
18 orientation.  And then counting and then also sampling   
19 And it's a matter of like in the orientation, it's like  
20 actually showing and going through how the weir is set  
21 up and all those kinds of things as well as safety  
22 around the weir.  And then the other part of it is, you  
23 know, the actual counting the fish through the weir,  
24 and then again the sampling, the biological parts of  
25 sampling fish, like taking scale samples and like.  
26  
27                 Another part of the outreach and  
28 education is, would be the next page then, it's  
29 entitled Pilot Station school.  And I would also like  
30 to say in these presentations, it's not only fun to  
31 meet the students at the different schools of the  
32 villages, but going through, like talking about the  
33 science camp, here talking about the fish life cycle,  
34 and then also the internship opportunities.  It's  
35 pretty exciting to see some of those kids and their  
36 eagerness to want to learn more about the internship.  
37  
38                 As a part of this though is going to  
39 the schools, I have a good friend in the audience, it's  
40 Andrew Kelly, who is with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
41 Service, and I travelled with him in the lower river to  
42 some of the villages, there in Emmonak and Alakanuk,  
43 and so he's been of real help to me, too in being able  
44 to spread the word and the information that we have for  
45 our program.  
46  
47                 And then we can go to the next page,  
48 and that would be showing the Yukon River drainage, and  
49 this is kind of a special part of my position is that  
50 not only do I -- am I involved in projects or working  
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1  within the AVCP region, but I also get a chance to see  
2  and find out and learn more about the whole drainage as  
3  a whole.  So I've had opportunities to travel to Fort  
4  Yukon an visit with folks in that area, as well as well  
5  as going to Dawson and Whitehorse and the Yukon  
6  Territory.  And that's been very helpful to me in  
7  knowing -- and especially when I'm running the Marshall  
8  test fishery, knowing what's happening down low in the  
9  river, you know, and how that will affect things  
10 upriver for the folks there.   
11  
12                 And then what I've done is I've just  
13 added in just the next couple pages, you can look at  
14 those, is where we visited.  I had taken an intern to  
15 the -- I'm not sure if I'm pronouncing it correctly,  
16 but Tr'ondek Hwech'in Camp out of Dawson City.  And  
17 that was a unique experience for the intern, because of  
18 finding out the types of ways fish are sampled there.   
19 And in this case they were doing some minnow trapping  
20 in a side slough and stream.  And then also in this  
21 case, there was a large group of students that came  
22 from some of the schools around the Dawson City, even  
23 down the Pelly River and that area that came into this  
24 camp for this particular learning.  
25  
26                 And so that was exciting to me, you  
27 know, the kids of that area, and also talked to other  
28 biologists that are working in the Yukon Territory.  
29  
30                 And then the one there is also just  
31 another slide showing the live trapping and the use of  
32 the minnow traps, things like that.  
33  
34                 And then there's just another part that  
35 I put in was the life cycle of the chinook salmon, and  
36 that would just be for information as something that  
37 for the younger aged kids it was really fun to just  
38 talk about that part and learn actually what they know  
39 already.  It was really exciting, and you know, even  
40 the little ones, you know, they already know a lot  
41 about the fish, because this is their environment, this  
42 is where they're from and what they do.   
43  
44                 And then I guess it's getting close to  
45 the end here, is that I put this slide in, or page.   
46 It's called vision, and it's like where do we go from  
47 here.  Because it's kind of looking down the road of,  
48 you know, this is the fifth year of a five-year  
49 program.  And another way of looking at vision is  
50 looking into the future, and I won't be able to  
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1  pronounce that, but it's for you.  
2  
3                  But this is also looking to, you know,  
4  again coming back to what I was talking about at the  
5  beginning was future generations of local residents and  
6  the fish.  And that's the one thing and I guess above  
7  all that I would hope that that would continue.  
8  
9                  You know, and it was interesting, too,  
10 here.  We just had an in-service just the other day in  
11 Bethel where we had Paul Dickson who was I believe one  
12 of the helpers in getting AVCP started back in the 60s,  
13 and he had mentioned something like this.  He gave a --  
14 he mentioned a phrase, actually I think it's on the  
15 next page.  Yeah, it's on the second one of the vision  
16 is.  He mentioned a way to keep our young people was  
17 his guiding principal back then, and that was in the  
18 60s.  And I mean here we are in the 2007 year.  I hope  
19 that we would continue with the generations an beyond.  
20  
21                 And just a final note I would like to  
22 leave you with is that four things I came up with after  
23 having been involved in this program for the five  
24 years, more on three plus years, but one is to maintain  
25 involvement in the fisheries and especially the  
26 Regional Advisory Council process.  I see this as one  
27 way where you can express your views and voice in  
28 management of the fisheries of the area.   
29  
30                 Another is keep the users of the  
31 resources informed, and that would be where trying to  
32 get the word out to all the villages that we work with  
33 is very important.  
34  
35                 Another thing then would be to maintain  
36 the education and job experiences for the younger  
37 folks.  
38  
39                 And then fourthly, provide exchange  
40 opportunities for sharing local, regional, and  
41 international information, which is in -- that's been a  
42 very unique part of the job for me, and I thought that  
43 that's just a part of it that I would like to see  
44 continue.  
45  
46                 And I think with that, quyaunga.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions for  
49 Mr. Waltemyer.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes, I do.  Do you  
2  coordinate with the village elder council summer camps  
3  out of Quinhagak?  
4  
5                  MR. WALTEMYER:  I don't, but I believe  
6  Eva does.  Or is that on.....  
7  
8                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  That's the one on the  
9  Yukon.  
10  
11                 MR. WALTEMYER:  On the Yukon.  No, I  
12 haven't.  
13  
14                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  And just on the top of  
15 your head, you saw the map of the Yukon, do you know  
16 how much square miles that whole area entails?  
17  
18                 MR. WALTEMYER:  Yes, it's 333,000  
19 square miles.  Or the size of Texas and Washington  
20 State.  
21  
22                 (Laughter)  
23  
24                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  And do you provide this  
25 information to the Office of Subsistence Management on  
26 what you guys are doing and what your hopes are for the  
27 future for our people?  
28  
29                 MR. WALTEMYER:  We do.  We have monthly  
30 teleconferences, and we try to pass along that very  
31 information.  Yes.  
32  
33                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Thank you.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more questions.  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  That was a  
38 very good program you're doing, but I don't like that  
39 dumpster that you used for the last one.  Couldn't you  
40 have found something like a fish rack or something else  
41 besides a dumpster?  
42  
43                 MR. WALTEMYER:  Yes, Mary.  Thank you.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
46 questions.  
47  
48                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chairman.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Mike.  
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1                  MR. MIKE:  Joe Mike.  I've got a  
2  question for David.  On the program provides hiring of  
3  fisheries biologist in AVCP to work with local tribal  
4  councils, government organizations.  Do you let all the  
5  local tribal council know about this in AVCP region?  
6  
7                  MR. WALTEMYER:  Yes, I do.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
10 questions for Mr. Waltemyer.  
11  
12                 (No comments)  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If not, Mr.  
15 Waltemyer, I have one question that I got from -- a  
16 request from Chevak.  I don't know if you know this or  
17 not, but according to the Board of Fish, Chevak does  
18 not take any fish, because they don't have a number of  
19 subsistence take out of Chevak.  Is there a program  
20 where we might tap into to provide Chevak with  
21 approximately 20 to $25,000 to take those subsistence  
22 surveys after the season to make sure that we have  
23 amounts needed for subsistence for this area?  We have  
24 good numbers for Hooper Bay, and I don't know how the  
25 numbers are for Scammon Bay, but Chevak is one village  
26 that has been left out, because of their proximity to  
27 our area.  But they also depend on fish.  So we're  
28 trying to see if we can get any kind of revenue to help  
29 them get their subsistence count in and put into the  
30 records of the amounts needed for subsistence.  
31  
32                 Tim.  
33  
34                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
35 I will let Jennifer Hooper know.  She's the director of  
36 Fisheries and Forestry Resources for AVCP.  We do  
37 realize that Chevak does take the amount of fish -- or  
38 takes the amount of salmon, but it hasn't -- a request  
39 has never come in to quantify exactly how much fish  
40 they take, but I will take your information or your  
41 concerns to Jennifer as soon as I get back to Bethel.  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes.  And the  
44 contact person in Chevak is Richard Tulik, spelled T-U-  
45 L-I-K.  
46  
47                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
50 further requests or questions for Mr. Waltemyer.  
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1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  And on behalf of  
4  Chevak, thank you.  
5  
6                  Eva Patton I know is not here.  Oh, she  
7  is.  Surprise me. You've been hiding back there all  
8  this time.  AVCP Partner biologist for the Kuskokwim.   
9  
10                 MS. PATTON:  Mr. Chair and Council,  
11 thank you for having us here.  And I want to start by  
12 saying thanks to all of the Regional Advisory Council  
13 members for the very, very important role that you  
14 play, and the time that you take out of your  
15 subsistence way of life to attend meetings and attend  
16 to the needs of your communities.  So thank you for  
17 your work.  And welcome also to the new Council  
18 members, Elias and John.  
19  
20                 And David Waltemyer had covered to a  
21 large degree some of the goals of the Partners Program  
22 within Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program of OSM.   
23 And I'm also based with AVCP.  For the record my name  
24 is Eva Patton, and I'm the Kuskokwim Partners biologist  
25 primarily for the lower Kuskokwim region and then the  
26 coastal communities in Kuskokwim Bay.  So primarily I  
27 work from Kalskag downriver, although we do have some  
28 cooperative projects that encompass work upon the  
29 Holitna River as well.  
30  
31                 As David had mentioned, the Partners  
32 for Fisheries Monitoring Program is a relatively new  
33 program.  It was developed to help subsistence  
34 communities, local subsistence communities in more  
35 fully participating in guiding Federal subsistence  
36 fisheries management.    
37  
38                 And I've been in the program in June  
39 for just two years, and it's been a learning process  
40 for me in figuring out how to best be of service to the  
41 communities.  The response that I've gotten in large  
42 part from communities throughout the region has been  
43 two areas of focus that are of most concern.  One is  
44 for the younger generation, that the younger children  
45 in the communities have the opportunity to learn both  
46 the local cultural aspects of fisheries and all  
47 subsistence needs, and learn from the Western science  
48 perspective also, to have the education to become the  
49 fisheries biologist for the region themselves, and have  
50 inherently informed biologists on subsistence issues,  
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1  who understand the communities and the issues, and are  
2  also working at that level.  So that's been a large  
3  part of my focus.  
4  
5                  The other primary area that people have  
6  expressed an interest in participating in Federal  
7  subsistence fisheries management is to document their  
8  own expertise and their own knowledge of fisheries in  
9  this region, and I've tried to address that through the  
10 process.  The main process that people have available  
11 to them and the RAC has available to guiding  
12 subsistence management is through the FRMP process.   
13 The grant research through the Fisheries Resource  
14 Monitoring Program is the avenue that provides  
15 information for management in this region, and so  
16 that's one avenue that the RAC has to determine what  
17 the priorities are for that research process and to  
18 guide it in advance.  So I'll cover a couple of the  
19 proposals that went through that are specific to this  
20 region, since we're focusing on the coastal region with  
21 this meeting.   
22  
23                 So just to cover some of the  
24 educational programs that we've had, and many of you  
25 who are working group members and attend the  
26 interagency meetings have heard this before, too.  And  
27 I can have a PowerPoint I can just put up during the  
28 break if you'd like to see the pictures again.  
29  
30                 So we do have the Tuluksak weir, high  
31 school internship and science camp program which will  
32 occur again this summer.  And that's primarily open to  
33 the three communities of Tuluksak, Akiak and Akiachak,  
34 the Yupiit School District.  And that will serve high  
35 school students to learn general fish ecology skills,  
36 but also an educational program where they're working  
37 and actually paid for their training at the weir, with  
38 the intent of providing more local jobs for those  
39 communities at the weir.  
40  
41                 We also have the Kwethluk Science Camp  
42 in conjunction with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the  
43 Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge, and that takes  
44 place up on the Kwethluk River for a week and a half  
45 primarily focusing on fish ecology, but there's lots of  
46 other subsistence animals up on the river there,  
47 caribou and moose.  They get to participate in radio  
48 telemetry of those moose, learn about the management  
49 and the current research going on.  And that also stops  
50 at the Salmon Rivers Observatory Network Research  
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1  Station which is looking at habitat interaction with  
2  fisheries.  So they get to learn a lot about the  
3  process, be out on the land, the see the entire  
4  watershed from the head waters down to the Kwethluk  
5  River weir, and spend some time at the weir to  
6  understand the functioning of that.  And also another  
7  opportunity for local hire there.  
8  
9                  We also have two college level  
10 internships, which are very in-depth, full summer long  
11 internships, and I'll provide the announcement flyers.   
12 We'll have those again this summer.  Those are both  
13 working on a cooperative project with Fish and Game at  
14 the Kalskag fishwheel, primarily focusing on  
15 mark/recapture of chum and chinook and sockeye and a  
16 radio telemetry project also looking at the spawning  
17 locations of sockeye and chinook.  And then the other  
18 half of the summer is spent at the SRONR project, the  
19 Salmon Rivers Observatory Network Research Project up  
20 on the Kwethluk River.  And it's a nice balance I  
21 think.  With the SRONR project, the students learn  
22 about juvenile salmon habitat ecology, and the  
23 interaction of beaver and salmon, and also other  
24 species of fish.  The interaction of the whole  
25 ecosystem and salmon, water quality monitoring.  And  
26 then up at the Kalskag fishwheel it's salmon  
27 enumeration dealing with adult salmon and tracking them  
28 to their spawning grounds.  So they get a chance to see  
29 full life cycle, work with agency members from both  
30 Fish and Game and Fish and Wildlife, and have exposure  
31 to a broad range of skills and career opportunities.  
32  
33                 A new program this summer that we've  
34 been working on for the Kuskokwim is there's an ongoing  
35 science camp probably many of you are aware of, the  
36 National Science Foundation Nunivak Island Summer  
37 Science Camp.  And they have not had a fisheries  
38 curriculum as a component to that, so we've been  
39 working with the UAF Kuskokwim campus, and Nunivak  
40 Island has a cultural nonprofit organization run by  
41 Howard Amos and Mary L. Amos to develop a fisheries  
42 curriculum that's locally relevant and locally  
43 informed.  It will have an elder that will help teach  
44 and then we're also able to draw in a fisheries  
45 professor for UAF.  And there's a real concerted effort  
46 by many agencies, many school districts and graduate  
47 academic institutions and local communities to develop  
48 a real clear pathway for students in high school to  
49 learn fisheries ecology and go on to college to pursue  
50 a degree and a career in fisheries.  So the Nunivak  
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1  Island Science Camp will make a direct link between  
2  students studying science there, having the opportunity  
3  to learn directly from a fisheries professor if they  
4  are indeed interested in going on to UAF and studying  
5  fisheries there.  So that will be happening this summer  
6  as well.    
7  
8                  And then moving on to the FRMP grants.   
9  There were several grants that submitted for this round  
10 to OSM, and a couple of them that deal specifically  
11 with subsistence fisheries concerns for the coastal  
12 communities here, so some of you already had discussed  
13 one of the grants that was submitted by myself to  
14 address concerns that the RAC had brought up at the  
15 fall meeting about Bering cisco and concerns of this  
16 important subsistence fishery and needs being met prior  
17 to the commercial harvest on the lower Yukon.  So it  
18 was a proposal brought to the Board of Fish that  
19 generated discussion about Bering cisco in particular  
20 and other coastal subsistence fisheries.  And I  
21 provided a copy to some of the RAC members, and I have  
22 copies for all of you if you are interested.  This  
23 proposal looks to address local knowledge of Bering  
24 cisco in particular, and other non-salmon subsistence  
25 fisheries that aren't currently being addressed.  And  
26 it was forwarded on to the next stage, the  
27 investigation plan stage with modifications.  And for  
28 Council members interested in discussing that further,  
29 I'd be happy to do that  
30  
31                 Along the same lines there was another  
32 FRMP proposal that was submitted to FIS for this  
33 region, again dealing with Bering cisco.  Both of these  
34 were considered areas of high priority, both because of  
35 the lack of knowledge for this particular fish, its  
36 importance to subsistence fisheries in this region, and  
37 the fact that Bering cisco was brought up as a  
38 fisheries of concern by RAC members, by Council members  
39 and community members.  So just for you to know that  
40 the Technical Review Committee that reviews these  
41 grants takes very seriously the Regional Advisory  
42 Council members interests and concerns that are brought  
43 forward in these research proposals, and I guess we  
44 would like to stress the opportunity that you have to  
45 bring forward your concerns as the priorities are  
46 established for the grant call to bring forward the  
47 areas you would like to see investigated, both for the  
48 traditional knowledge and harvest monitoring.  For each  
49 region one-third of the grant funds is allocated  
50 towards harvest monitoring and local knowledge, so  



 281

 
1  documenting your knowledge and your community's  
2  knowledge of these fisheries, and also the stock  
3  status, trends, which are the Western science side.   
4  But it's also important that projects include the  
5  communities in there.  
6  
7                  There was a proposal by Randy Brown  
8  from Fish and Wildlife Service Fairbanks also to  
9  address Bering cisco concerns and understanding how  
10 many stocks there were.    
11  
12                 So another proposal that's here is an  
13 otolith microchemistry study that will also involve  
14 communities that are interested in participating in  
15 that study.    
16  
17                 And a third effort and piece study  
18 that's of relevance particularly to the coastal  
19 communities, but also other communities is the  
20 strategic plan for whitefish, and so that also got  
21 passed on to the next fuller investigation plan.  And  
22 that in particular, there's opportunity for the RAC to  
23 give a lot of guidance as that strategic plan is  
24 developed and information is sought for it, to provide  
25 guidance on important issues for whitefish.  
26  
27                 So I wanted to bring those three to  
28 your attention.  I have copies of the preproposals for  
29 some of those and would be happy to answer more  
30 questions.  
31  
32                 The last issue that I had wanted to  
33 address was how to better support the RACs.  So these  
34 positions, the Partner's Program positions are also  
35 here to support the Regional Advisory Council members,  
36 as well as doing outreach to the communities.  Someone  
37 had asked about if the Councils know, and that's a big  
38 part of our role is to actually travel to the  
39 communities or communicate via phone or fax, and  
40 provide information on Federal subsistence research and  
41 monitoring projects, address any questions that  
42 communities have, and provide an avenue for the  
43 communities and the councils to bring forth their  
44 concerns.  And that's something that I would like to  
45 solicit some more from the Council on is how these  
46 positions can better achieve, and how we can better be  
47 of service to the Council members, if by traveling to  
48 your communities directly to provide more information  
49 in person, information about the regulatory process or  
50 the research projects that are going on.  I'd  
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1  appreciate some more feedback on that weather it's -- I  
2  think Tom Kron will mention later there will be cuts  
3  coming down the line, and the system here for Federal  
4  Subsistence Management, including for the Partner's  
5  Program, there may be less positions in this region,  
6  but how whatever position is in this region, how that  
7  person can better support the RAC and the important  
8  work that you do.  
9  
10                 And that's the last I have to cover.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Eva.   
13 Any questions for Eva.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  I heard  
16 you mention Bering cisco and whitefish.  What's  
17 happening there?  
18  
19                 MS. PATTON:  What's happening with  
20 Bering cisco?  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Uh-huh.  (Affirmative)  
23  
24                 MS. PATTON:  With Bering cisco, one of  
25 the -- I guess the issue that brought Bering cisco to  
26 the service and more dialogue around Bering cisco is  
27 it's long since been an important subsistence fishery  
28 for coastal communities and up the mouth of both the  
29 Yukon and the Kuskokwim River.  There's currently a  
30 whitefish commercial fishery on the lower Yukon, and  
31 there was a proposal that was brought to the Board of  
32 Fish by a Nunam Iqua member.  And ultimately that  
33 proposal was withdrawn.  But it was the proposal  
34 expressing concerns that subsistence needs would be met  
35 if there was a commercial fishery targeting cisco.    
36  
37                 And so that developed a lot of dialogue  
38 around cisco and its importance both in quantity and  
39 the timing of the fish for subsistence for a number of  
40 communities.  
41  
42                 And there's really almost no biological  
43 information known about this species from Western  
44 science, so its the subsistence communities themselves  
45 who are knowledgeable about the life history of this  
46 particular fish.    
47  
48                 Only two spawning rivers are known, one  
49 is on the Yukon and one is on the Kuskokwim, main  
50 channel spawning areas.  And there are no other  
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1  spawning areas known, and not a whole lot known about  
2  the life history.  So there's concern for both possible  
3  detriment on the spawning grounds, or in some part of  
4  its life cycle that needs to be addressed as well.  
5  
6                  MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  Bering cisco is  
7  mainly a coastal fish, you know, from the Bering Sea.  
8  We don't get that much cisco on the Kuskokwim.  My son  
9  has a net under the ice, and he gets maybe one cisco a  
10 week when he pulls it out.  So you need to contact  
11 people (In Yup'ik), right?  And we call it (In Yup'ik).   
12 And I've been living there ever since I was small.  And  
13 when I moved to the Kuskokwim 50 some years ago, I  
14 stopped eating it, but now we're starting to get it in  
15 our net.  If you need information, I can help you.  And  
16 my email is mgregory@unicom-alaska.com.  And I'd like  
17 to have the information that you have at hand.  Forward  
18 it to my email so I can read it.    
19  
20                 And also, like I suggested earlier,  
21 when you guys come in and just read off of your papers,  
22 it's hard to follow along without, especially with me,  
23 because I was -- I went to a gussak school, so every  
24 other word you said, I forget already.  
25  
26                 MS. PATTON:  I do have more information  
27 and handouts that I'd be happy to give you.  
28  
29                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
32  
33                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  A point of  
34 information.  I know they get (In Yup'ik) as far as  
35 Holy Cross on the Yukon.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yeah.  And we've  
38 also had reports from all the way up in Unalakleet on  
39 the Koyukuk River of reports of having cisco way up  
40 there.  
41  
42                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Allakaket.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Allakaket.  Yeah.   
45 There you go, Bob.  
46  
47                 (Laughter)  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more questions  
50 for Eva.  
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1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If not, thank you,  
4  Eva.  I've had a request from Staff to try to get this  
5  meeting over by 4:00 o'clock so you catch your 5:00  
6  o'clock plane, but in the event that there are some  
7  subjects that you would like to discuss, it's up to us  
8  to how long you want this meeting to last.  So if the  
9  Staff needs to stay overnight, I'm sure that they don't  
10 mind that also.  I hope not anyway.  
11  
12                 But we're down to Item D.  
13  
14                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Aloysius.  
17  
18                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Before we leave the  
19 Partnership Programs, now I have see so many good  
20 things come out of the Partnership Programs, especially  
21 on the Kuskokwim River.  The young people are really  
22 excited about it, because they have hands on  
23 experience.  They learn, like she said, from the time  
24 an egg is planted in the river until they've counted  
25 going up the river as full-grown salmon.  But it's  
26 really, really important that we, the Council, support  
27 their efforts and encourage them to keep it up, because  
28 it's for our young people and the fish.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
31 further comments.  
32  
33                 (No comments)  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If not we'll go  
36 down to call for 2007/2008 Federal subsistence fishery  
37 proposals.  Proposal period closes March 23rd, 2007.   
38 Alex Nick.  
39  
40                 MR. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For  
41 the record, Alex Nick, Council coordinator.  
42  
43                 The Office of Subsistence Management is  
44 accepting proposals as the Chairman indicated.  And the  
45 closing date is next Friday on March 23, 2007.  And the  
46 proposal flyer is yellow, it looks something like this,  
47 and copies of it is over in the information table.  
48  
49                 And for the benefit of the new members,  
50 the Federal fisheries regulatory booklet looks  
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1  something like this.  John, I think he's very well  
2  aware of it.    
3  
4                  Anyway, this is the information that we  
5  want to give you.  Mr. Chair.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  That yellow sheet  
8  is your preproposal form, right?  
9  
10                 MR. NICK:  Yeah, this is a proposal  
11 form.  But there's something that the Council and the  
12 audience should remember, the presorted prepaid stamp  
13 doesn't work from the Bush.  It doesn't work.  
14  
15                 Thank you.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Any  
18 questions for Alex on fishery proposals.  
19  
20                 (No comments)  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you for the  
23 information.  Go down to Item 13, agency -- I'm sorry,  
24 Item 12.  Alex, you sit right there and give us the  
25 information on 2006 draft annual report.  
26  
27                 MR. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair,  
28 members of the Council.  As you remember, in October  
29 meeting, October 5 and 6 meeting, you provided the  
30 staff with the topics.  And because it's in your book,  
31 I'll just go from -- you know, I'm just going to  
32 indicate what issues it has.  
33  
34                 Issue number 1 is collaboration between  
35 State and Federal agencies regarding cleaning up  
36 garbage an litter on both private and public lands.   
37 And I believe that was introduced by Beverly Hoffman.  
38  
39                 Issue number 2 is regulation to place a  
40 cap on pollack fishery salmon bycatch.  And that was  
41 also brought up by the Council.  
42  
43                 Issue number 3 is to allow mainland  
44 muskox numbers to increase in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta  
45 in hopes of opportunity to harvest muskox in the  
46 future.  
47  
48                 Issue number 4 is big game hunter  
49 safety, means of communications in remote areas.  If I  
50 remember correctly, I believe this was brought up by at  
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1  least a couple of Council members.   
2  
3                  And those are the issues and  
4  recommendations.  We did the best we can trying to  
5  capture the Council wants to see in its annual report.   
6  And you're welcome to provide us with our edits or your  
7  additions.  Thank you.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  Alex Nick, we were just  
12 talking about that 20/80 ratio.  Can you put that --  
13 include that in there?  Our deliberations for that?  
14  
15                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair, Mary, I'll let  
16 Don respond to that.  Don.  
17  
18                 MR. RIVARD:  A couple of things, Mary,  
19 through the Chair.  Your recommendation is going to go  
20 to the Federal Subsistence Board a lot quicker, and  
21 they're going to act upon it in late April or early May  
22 than getting this through.....  
23  
24                 MS. GREGORY:  Right.  
25  
26                 MR. RIVARD:  .....the annual report.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  Even though you  
29 are doing that, can you just put it in here, to make  
30 sure that we are concerned about it.  At least I am.  
31  
32                 MR. RIVARD:  Well, again I'm going to  
33 -- that can be done.  This is your annual report for  
34 2006.  We're now into 2007.  And like I say, your  
35 concerns will get to the Federal Subsistence Board  
36 quicker through what you did today than through this  
37 annual report.  You won't get a reply back this annual  
38 report until.....  
39  
40                 MS. GREGORY:  Because I want that to  
41 go.  That's our effort.  Even though it's like that,  
42 you know, you're just telling me how to do my business  
43 again.  And I don't like that.  Can you just put it in  
44 there that we made that decision and reflect it in that  
45 report.  
46  
47                 MR. RIVARD:  That can be done.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you.   
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.    
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bob.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  We are particularly  
6  talking about the 2006 annual report, we are not  
7  delving into the 2007 activities.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Understood.  Do you  
10 have any more?  
11  
12                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair, Council.  What  
13 Council needs to do at this meeting is to either  
14 approve your annual report and/or give us some edit and  
15 then give us your approval, and then we'll send it  
16 forward to the Federal Board.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Ms. Gregory.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  There's a couple of typos  
23 on Page 217. Otherwise it's a good report.  
24  
25                 MR. NICK:  Thank you.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more addition  
28 -- Mr. Hoelscher.  
29  
30                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
31 Chairman.  This letter is dated March 16th, 2007.   
32 Yesterday we elected a new chairman, so I assume the  
33 name will be changed at the bottom?  
34  
35                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chairman.  That is  
36 correct.  And the date is the date the letter draft was  
37 actually done, and -- well, actually let me go back a  
38 little bit.  The date is there.  It could be changed.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Any  
41 questions for -- or anything more on the draft annual  
42 report?  Any more additions that you would like to  
43 make.  
44  
45                 (No comments)  
46  
47                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Do you need a motion?  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yeah, we need a  
50 motion for approval.  
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1                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Mr. Chairman.  I so  
2  move to go on with the annual report.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Annual report?    
5  
6                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you.  
7  
8                  MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion's been  
11 made to approve the draft annual report.  Made by Mr.  
12 Hoelscher, seconded by Ms. Gregory.  
13  
14                 All in favor signify by.....  
15  
16                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  How about discussion.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Pardon?  
19  
20                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Discussion.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Discussion.  Okay.  
23  
24                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah, I'm not clear on  
25 the motion.  Is he saying that he wants.....  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  To approve the  
28 draft of the annual report.  
29  
30                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Oh, it should be to  
31 submit the annual report for 2006.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, you've got to  
34 approve it before you submit it.  The Council has to  
35 approve it before it's submitted.  So the motion was  
36 to.....  
37  
38                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Question.  
39  
40                 (Laughter)  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All in favor of the  
43 motion signify by saying aye.  
44  
45                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed.  
48  
49                 (No opposing votes)  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  So carried.  We'll  
2  go down to agency reports.  
3  
4                  MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  Excuse me, Mr.  
5  Chair.  With respect to Mr. Hoelscher's question, are  
6  you okay with the March 16, 2007 date on this?  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  That's all right.  
9  
10                 MR. NICK:  Okay.  And the name of the  
11 Chairman will be changed.  
12  
13                 Thank you.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, you guys will  
16 go when you guys are done, so it depends on fast you  
17 make your reports as to when you get done.  On that  
18 thought, Mr. Kron, you're next.  
19  
20                 MR. KRON:  Mr. Chairman, on that note,  
21 members of the Council, I'd refer you to a letter to  
22 Julie Kitka on Page 219 in your Council book.  It  
23 addresses a number of issues and budget concerns.  
24  
25                 The President's fiscal year 2008  
26 budget, the budget that starts this coming October 1st,  
27 proposes the subsistence management program for a half  
28 million dollar reduction.  Regional Advisory Councils  
29 remain the highest priorities in the face of declining  
30 budgets and declining spending power.  There have been  
31 and will continue to be reductions in OSM staffing and  
32 services.  We will continue to address declining  
33 budgets with reductions to the Fisheries Resource  
34 Monitoring and Partners Programs.  There will be  
35 reductions to the State of Alaska for liaison and Staff  
36 support.  We'll need to explore all options, including  
37 the possibility of moving to a two-year regulatory  
38 cycle.  
39  
40                 We'd like to brief the Regional  
41 Councils more fully on the budget situation and program  
42 impacts this coming fall, at your fall meeting, and  
43 we'll be looking for ways to respond to budget  
44 realities while providing subsistence programs that are  
45 effective and responsive to the needs of rural  
46 Alaskans.  
47  
48                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Quyaunga.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions for  



 290

 
1  Mr. Kron.  
2  
3                  (No comments)  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  And was there any  
6  action you needed on that, Tom?  No?  That's just for  
7  information?    
8  
9                  Okay.  Item B.  National Wildlife --  
10 any questions before I go on?  I'm always caught when I  
11 start going, somebody raises their hand.   
12  
13                 (No comments)  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  There being  
16 none, we'll go down to Item B, National Wildlife Refuge  
17 reports.  The first on up is the Yukon Delta National  
18 Wildlife Refuge update.  
19  
20                 MR. TWITCHELL:  Thank you, Chair,  
21 Council members.  Hollis Twitchell, Yukon Delta.  I  
22 will try to keep this very short in the interest of the  
23 time.  
24  
25                 I just have a couple of items to  
26 mention.  With me today is a biologist for the Wildlife  
27 Refuge.  His name is Eric Wald.  He's sitting in the  
28 back of the room.  He's on board as wildlife biologist  
29 for the Refuge.  I just wanted to introduce him.  
30  
31                 The only other item that I was going  
32 mention is the avian influenza efforts that will be  
33 going on this year.  We will be focusing the same sorts  
34 of efforts as last year with a goal of sampling about  
35 3,000 samples if we can.  The focus will move to shore  
36 birds and waterfowl as the main focus of the species  
37 we'll be sampling this year.  So the passerines will  
38 not be a real focus of the program.   
39  
40                 Just a quick figure.  Last year through  
41 the contract with Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporations  
42 in Bethel, the health care workers working with 10  
43 villages collected over 3,100 samples, over 22 species  
44 of migratory birds by subsistence hunters.  And that  
45 was more than 55 percent of the samples taken from  
46 birds harvested by subsistence hunters on a statewide  
47 basis.  So the Delta harvester were by far the most  
48 sampled area.  There was nearly 17,000 samples taken.   
49 Of those 17,000, 8,820 came from the Delta.  That was  
50 again over 50 percent of all of the samples taken  
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1  statewide.  Of that, there was none of the H5N1 viruses  
2  documented in any of those samples that were taken last  
3  year.  
4  
5                  That concludes my report for this year.   
6  Any questions.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions for  
9  Hollis.  
10  
11                 (No comments)  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I guess not.  Thank  
14 you.  
15  
16                 MR. TWITCHELL:  And I'll just close by  
17 saying the Refuge very much appreciates and respects  
18 and honors the commitment that the members make from  
19 the RAC.  I know it's on a volunteer basis, but the  
20 knowledge and the advice is crucial to the Federal  
21 program, and I just wanted to honor and recognize your  
22 contributions.  
23  
24                 Thank you.   
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Togiak  
27 National Wildlife Refuge Update, 2007.  
28  
29                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  Alex Nick,  
30 Council coordinator.  
31  
32                 This bulletin is in your book.  It's  
33 for your information.  It's the report from Togiak  
34 Refuge.  
35  
36                 Thank you.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Report  
39 from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. Update.   
40 Phillip or whoever is going to do that.  Okay.  
41  
42                 MR. PERRY:  Mine will be brief.  I'm  
43 Phillip Perry with Fish and Game in Bethel.  
44  
45                 We've actually talked about most of  
46 what i was going to report on, both about moose and  
47 about Mulchatna Caribou.  
48  
49                 The only additional information I was  
50 going to update you on is the Board of Game meeting.   
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1  The next Board of Game meeting will be in Bethel in  
2  November, early November of this fall.  Any wildlife  
3  proposals for that are due the second week of August.   
4  So I'm planning on working with the local advisory  
5  committees to probably put in some proposals,  
6  definitely to mirror the stuff that we've talked about  
7  on the Yukon, for the Yukon season as far as with  
8  moose.  And that may be probably the extent of  
9  proposals that we work on this year is with moose on  
10 the Yukon.  I wish I had more information to give you  
11 on status of where we are with populations, but like I  
12 mentioned earlier, we weren't able to do any surveys  
13 this year, at least a census with moose.  
14  
15                 So with that, that's really all I had.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you, Mr.  
18 Perry.    
19  
20                 (No comments)  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Bureau of Land  
23 Management.  
24  
25                 MR. CRUME:  I will.....  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Go ahead.   
28 Go ahead with your report.  He's just passing out some  
29 information.  
30  
31                 MR. CRUME:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman and  
32 Council members.  For the record, my name is Kierson  
33 Crume with the Bureau of Land Management.  I'm the  
34 renewable resource group manager for the Anchorage  
35 Field Office.    
36  
37                 I am here in place of Jeff Denton, our  
38 subsistence coordinator and wildlife biologist.  Mr.  
39 Denton has accepted a position with the Minerals  
40 Management Service, and as of February no longer works  
41 for BLM.  Our field office is in the process of  
42 backfilling for Mr. Denton, and we will be able to  
43 continue our participation in BLM managed lands dealing  
44 with this region.  
45  
46                 Although we are a minority land owner  
47 in the region, our past activities have included  
48 involvement with Kilbuck, Kuskokwim bear studies,  
49 Kilbuck caribou allocation processes and moose  
50 moratoriums in Unit 18.  Although we haven't had a real  
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1  active field program this past '06, we did continue to  
2  support the Togiak Refuge with the moose restoration in  
3  the southern portion of Unit 18, and the determination  
4  of permit allocation for 19A and issuance of those  
5  permits in the fall of 2006.  
6  
7                  BLM has had several changes in top  
8  management over the past year.  Tom Lonnie has replaced  
9  Henri Bisson as the BLM State Director, therefore Tom  
10 Lonnie will be the new BLM representative on the  
11 Federal Subsistence Board.  Mr. Bisson is now the  
12 Assistant -- or the Deputy Director for the BLM out of  
13 the Washington office.  
14  
15                 Chuck Ardizzone is the new BLM  
16 representative on the Federal Subsistence Staff  
17 Committee.    
18  
19                 And Gary Reimer is the field manager  
20 for the Anchorage Field Office.    
21  
22                 I would like to affirm our commitment  
23 to working personally with the refuges and the Fish and  
24 Game to assist in the processes of advising and  
25 throwing a hand to the RAC.  
26  
27                 Thank you.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Any  
30 questions.  
31  
32                 (No comments)  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Thank you.  
35  
36                 Next on the agenda is the Association  
37 of Village Council Presidents update.  Tim Andrew.  
38  
39                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
40 For the record, Timothy Andrew.  I'm director of  
41 Wildlife Resources for AVCP.    
42  
43                 I may have reported this to you before  
44 about the strategic planning changes that have occurred  
45 within AVCP.  We have taken the Natural Resources  
46 Department and divided it into two distinct sections.    
47  
48                 There's one, Wildlife Resources, which  
49 I'm the director of.  And I primarily deal with big  
50 game animals, with all the furbearing animals, and with  
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1  the migratory birds.  And just recently I've hired two  
2  Staff members.  One is Roberta Chavez.  Roberta is the  
3  migratory bird biologist.  She'll be working with some  
4  of our migratory bird issues that we face within the  
5  area, primarily working with the Waterfowl Conservation  
6  Committee and the Alaska Migratory Bird Co-management  
7  Council.  
8  
9                  The other is Mr. Art Ivanoff.  He's  
10 originally from the Village of Unalakleet.  He has  
11 extensive experience in subsistence advocacy.  He is  
12 the former subsistence coordinator for Maniilaq, and  
13 has worked with the Inupiat Circumpolar Conference on  
14 various issues.  He has worked as an environmental  
15 staff member for the Native Village of Unalakleet.  And  
16 so he has extensive experience in subsistence advocacy.   
17 His official position is resource advocate, and his  
18 primary responsibility is to ensure that there's enough  
19 resources to enable our people to harvest and use  
20 various subsistence resources within the area,  
21 including fish.  
22  
23                 As reported to the Western Interior,  
24 there are several things that we are concerned about.   
25 One is the lack of tribal consultation on the Federal  
26 Staff side.  And it's mostly to do with -- one of the  
27 issues is that we've never seen any tribal  
28 consultation, or perhaps with AVCP is the management of  
29 moose in the Federal portion of Unit 19A.    
30  
31                 And we have made this next issue known  
32 in some of the meetings in the past, is the selection  
33 of RAC members.  Although there's ample opportunity for  
34 tribal members to apply for Regional Advisory Council  
35 positions, we would like to be consulted just to make  
36 sure that our subsistence position is made know.  
37  
38                 The other area that we were really  
39 concerned about was the selection of a Federal  
40 Subsistence Board Chair.  There was absolutely no  
41 consultation with the tribes or with the tribal  
42 organizations across the state in the selection of the  
43 Federal Subsistence Board Chair.  Although we do not  
44 have any animosity towards Chairman Mike Fleagle, but  
45 it would have been nice for the Office of Subsistence  
46 Management to consult with at least the 12 regional  
47 organizations to ensure that our subsistence mission  
48 and our values and used of subsistence resources be  
49 ingrained in the Chairman of the Federal Subsistence  
50 Board.  As you know, that position is key to continue  
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1  our subsistence way of life, and would desire to be  
2  consulted at least within the next go around, if there  
3  is a change in the Federal Subsistence Board Chair.  
4  
5                  And if you look in Exhibit 1, AVCP has  
6  been involved with the trawler bycatch issue.  At the  
7  end of January when we were participating at the Alaska  
8  Board of Fisheries meeting, the trawler bycatch at that  
9  point was about 46,000 chinook salmon already.  And in  
10 2005 the overall bycatch was a little over 80,000. So  
11 within one month of the opening of the pollack season,  
12 they've already harvested almost half of what was  
13 caught in 2005.  
14  
15                 There is a large percentage of the  
16 salmon or the bycatch that is coming to Western Alaska,  
17 or that was supposed to come to Western Alaska of the  
18 trawler bycatch.  I believe it was something like 46  
19 percent of 40 percent, or so that is bound for the  
20 Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers.  And we have sent a letter  
21 or we have told the Western Interior about this issue,  
22 and despite the chinook savings area and the variable  
23 roller -- variable rolling hot spots system that they  
24 have initiated, the bycatch continues to increase.  And  
25 it takes a pretty good sized portion of the subsistence  
26 catch for the total of the Yukon River.  And it's a big  
27 concern with us.  We are working with the North Pacific  
28 Management Council trying to resolve this issue.  
29  
30                 And the other issue is Exhibit 2, is  
31 the decline in the Mulchatna Caribou Herd.  We have  
32 started working with the Bristol Bay Native Association  
33 to try to develop a working group to address the  
34 declines, to develop an effective, collaborative and  
35 deliberative management plan to insure that this does  
36 not -- or that this decline does occur in the past, and  
37 to make our subsistence hunters be able to fully  
38 utilize the species to feed their families.    
39  
40                 And we are basing this model on the  
41 concept and the framework of the Western Arctic Caribou  
42 Herd Working group.  As you may have known, that  
43 caribou herd has sustained populations above 450,000  
44 for about 15, 20 years now.  And it is through the work  
45 of this working group and from various villages along  
46 the Western Arctic Caribou Herd migratory route.  And  
47 Art has taken the lead on this issue.  He is actively  
48 working with Staff members from BBNA.  We are going to,  
49 once we get it finalized, hopefully within this coming  
50 week, submit it to the Alaska State Legislature for  
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1  potential funding.  And we would welcome any other  
2  alternative funding sources, perhaps OSM if there's any  
3  additional dollars, but I heard that there's going to  
4  be a significant cut within the OSM program, because of  
5  the war and also the impacts of Katrina.  But if there  
6  is any additional discretionary dollars that anybody  
7  can think of out there to help develop this group, we  
8  would very much appreciate it.  
9  
10                 In the Unit 19 area, Unit 19 unit we  
11 are continuously -- I just lost my word.  But we are  
12 extremely concerned about the moose populations in that  
13 area.  As Mr. Roczicka had mentioned earlier, you know,  
14 if we don't get that population or the bull to cow  
15 ratio 20 to 100 I believe it was, or calf to cow ratio,  
16 one of those two, that we will -- you know, despite all  
17 the measures that we take, that, you know, the moose  
18 population will not build up in the area, even if there  
19 was an absolute closure.  
20  
21                 Many of our people reside -- or the  
22 AVCP service area extends up to Lime Village, and that  
23 makes a pretty good sized composition of the villages  
24 in the Unit 19 area.  
25  
26                 The other issue is one of the concerns  
27 that I have expressed earlier about a person that  
28 testified during the Western Interior Regional Advisory  
29 Council meeting.  The guy basically said that he was  
30 one of the recipients of the Federal drawing permits,  
31 and he spent weaving up and down on the middle part of  
32 the Kuskokwim River there, weaving in through the  
33 sloughs and whatnot, and he was trying to find Federal  
34 land.  And he spent the majority of his time looking  
35 for Federal land than really hunting for moose, and  
36 hoping that if he does catch a moose, he does catch it  
37 on Federal land.    
38  
39                 And if you look at I believe it's the  
40 lowest part of the Yukon River there, if you look at  
41 that map, you'll see a whole bunch of little white dots  
42 kind of speckled across the Federal land in that area.   
43 Those are native allotments.  And currently the Federal  
44 government has trust responsibility over those  
45 properties.  It has not been resolved within the court  
46 system, and we believe we're going to be getting some  
47 indication from the courts within two years, and  
48 hopefully we'll see a resolution to that within that  
49 time frame.  
50  
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1                  The other issue is our village  
2  corporation properties.  These areas, the village  
3  corporations were deeded these properties from the  
4  Federal government, and unfortunately currently we are  
5  under the State management system in our own lands  
6  that, you know, the majority of the tribal members are  
7  shareholders of, or are descendants of these village  
8  corporation, village and regional corporations, which  
9  really makes us strangers in our own lands.  We have  
10 seen the Federal management system a lot more  
11 responsive to the needs of the people in the villages.   
12 I know there's some contentious issues regarding the  
13 predator management issue, but I believe, you know,  
14 through continuous persistence that we will be able to  
15 resolve this issue at some point in the future with a  
16 good responsive administration, and perhaps Staff  
17 within the Federal bureaucracy.  
18  
19                 Mr. Ivanoff has been tasked to try and  
20 gather up or rally the troops all across the State, all  
21 the Native corporations, all the Native organizations  
22 in an attempt to transfer these Native corporation  
23 lands to Federal management.  
24  
25                 The other thing that was brought up  
26 earlier, the Federal closure policy to non-residents.   
27 I have yet to be a participant in it, and my big boss,  
28 Myron, has probably never likely heard about it.  And  
29 what I would like to try and stress to the Regional  
30 Advisory Councils in the area is to put some pressure,  
31 if at all possible, and I'm not sure FACA would allow  
32 you to do this or not, but at least put some pressure  
33 to have these people consult with us, because this is  
34 something that is a priority for all of our villages.   
35 You know, the subsistence way of life is something that  
36 they wish to protect in perpetuity for us and future  
37 generations.  So, you know, the subsistence management  
38 within the area is really vital to us.  And the  
39 statistics as I had indicated earlier, 664 pounds per  
40 capita for every man, woman and child, whether it's  
41 newborn or, you know, as big as me.  Maybe I can  
42 consume 1200 pounds, I don't know.  But, you know,  
43 every bit of meat, every bit of subsistence resource we  
44 get out here is consumed.    
45  
46                 This afternoon for lunch, we just got  
47 invited to -- one of the gracious hosts here in Hooper  
48 Bay fed us delicious Native food that was gathered from  
49 the sea, from the land, from various parts, even from  
50 inland as well.  And as Councilman Gregory had  
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1  indicated earlier, people share their resources.  And  
2  we would like to see that continue.    
3  
4                  But I'm kind of swinging away from  
5  Federal closure policy.  But it really shows that we  
6  need to be consulted, because this is one of the  
7  biggest fabrics in our way of live in the area.  
8  
9                  We testified in opposition at the  
10 Alaska Board of Game meeting in opposition to the State  
11 income criteria on the issuance of Tier II permits,  
12 because people were wanting to -- or the Alaska Board  
13 of Game was wanting to establish income criteria based  
14 on poverty to participate in Tier II permits.  And, you  
15 know, that's going to disenfranchise a pretty good size  
16 number or a pretty good size of the population of the  
17 Y-K Delta that are working.  A lot of the employees for  
18 AVCP, YKC, the school district, the municipal, tribal  
19 governments would not be able to participate if there  
20 was ever a Tier II -- or would be able to participate,  
21 but their income would be used against them in the Tier  
22 II process.   
23  
24                 And, Mr. Chair, if I may, I would turn  
25 it over to Mr. Ivanoff to see if he has anything to  
26 add.  
27  
28                 MR. IVANOFF:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
29 Again, my name is Unok, my Eskimo name is Unok, and my  
30 English name if Art Ivanoff.  
31  
32                 But what you have before you are  
33 several exhibits, and the first exhibit deals with the  
34 Western Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory  
35 Council.  They were concerned about the trawling fleet  
36 and the impact on the fisheries along the Y-K.  Okay.   
37 Anyway, we looked at the bycatch again, and we just  
38 felt that measures needed to be taken now to address  
39 this issue.  The North Pacific Management Council is  
40 meeting on March 23rd.  We're hoping that we can have  
41 some testimony from the Native community on the impact  
42 this interception may have on our fisheries.  Again, we  
43 heard it from the Western Interior, and I think there's  
44 the Norton Sound as well that all have indicated that  
45 they're concerned about the trawling fleet and the  
46 impact it's going to have on our fisheries.  
47  
48                 And the second item you have in front  
49 of you is Exhibit 2, and it deals with the Mulchatna  
50 Caribou Herd.  Again the numbers have decreased  
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1  considerably, and we would like to see if we could  
2  secure funding from Senator Hoffman for a special  
3  appropriation to bring a first-time gathering of the  
4  consumers, users of Mulchatna Caribou Herd.  And we  
5  just felt that we needed to bring all the key players  
6  to the table throughout the migratory route as well as  
7  the various agencies as well as the sport hunters and  
8  guides.  
9  
10                 And, Mr. Chair, it would be -- the  
11 Western Interior did support the establishment of the  
12 Mulchatna Working Group, and we would like your  
13 blessing as well if you're so inclined.  And I think it  
14 would also be helpful to go on record stating your  
15 concerns in reference to the trawling fleet and the  
16 interception of the chinook along the AYK.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any questions for  
19 Art.  
20  
21                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I just -- yeah, Mr.  
22 Chairman.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Go ahead, Bob.  
25  
26                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Something just finally  
27 hit me, and these two guys, you know, it really reminds  
28 me that AVCP is a real connection to our people, you  
29 know, and to have these guys come here and remind us of  
30 that is very heartwarming to me.  Thank you.  
31  
32                 On the makeup of your working group the  
33 Mulchatna Herd concerns, I would suggest that you  
34 include somebody from Bristol Bay and Y-K and Western  
35 Interior RAC be included in that makeup.  
36  
37                 Thank you.  
38  
39                 MR. IVANOFF:  Mr. Chair.  We are  
40 addressing that issue.  We're hoping to bring 57  
41 representatives from Y-K Delta as well as the Bristol  
42 Bay region together perhaps in Bethel, and then perhaps  
43 rotate between the two regions to just give each other  
44 the flavor, so to speak.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  Tim,  
47 regarding this Exhibit 1, what did you want the RAC to  
48 do in the way of action?  
49  
50                 MR. T. ANDREW:  It would be greatly  



 300

 
1  appreciated if the Y-K RAC would submit a letter that's  
2  like what the Western Interior has submitted.  It would  
3  add strength to our concerns about the bycatch that is  
4  occurring out there now.  
5  
6                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.    
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mary.  
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  I would like to make a  
11 motion that we write a letter to Stephanie Madsen,  
12 Chair of North Pacific Management Council, a letter  
13 that supports the Western Interior -- is it Western  
14 Interior?  Western Interior RAC, a letter similar to  
15 this one, and that we do it as expeditiously as we can.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You heard the  
18 motion on the floor.  Do I hear a second.  
19  
20                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Second.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by Bob.   
23 Any discussion.  
24  
25                 (No comments)  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All in favor of the  
28 motion say aye.  
29  
30                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed.  
33  
34                 (No opposing votes)  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's carried.  
37  
38                 Anything else, Tim.  
39  
40                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Yeah, one more, Mr.  
41 Chair.    
42  
43                 I really appreciate the opportunity to  
44 participate in your deliberative process, and thank you  
45 for including AVCP and giving us the ability to comment  
46 on some of the proposals that have come before you.  
47  
48                 Thank you.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Art?  Oh, go ahead.  
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1                  MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
2  Chairman.  
3  
4                  Other issues.  The four species and the  
5  other endangered species and the updates or  
6  fluctuations on that.  
7  
8                  MR. T. ANDREW:  On the goose species?   
9  The Pacific white-front has rebounded tremendously.   
10 There are above 500,000. They're above the population  
11 objective.  And that's going to be addressed at the  
12 Waterfowl Conservation Committee meeting at the end of  
13 this month and beginning of April.  
14  
15                 As far as the Pacific black brand, that  
16 population is slowly on the increase, and so are the  
17 emperor goose.  The emperor goose are having problems,  
18 hopefully with some of the measures that were  
19 instituted, like, for example, some predator management  
20 that's occurring on sea gulls and the foxes in their  
21 nesting colonies.  Hopefully that will have a  
22 beneficial impact on the goose species.  
23  
24                 On the cacklers, those are doing  
25 extremely well, but I just heard through a letter that  
26 the Aleutian Canada geese populations have increased so  
27 dramatically that the grass farmers, or the long grass  
28 farmers in northern California are starting to see them  
29 as pests.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  That's good.  
32  
33                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Yeah.  These were  
34 species that were on the endangered species list, but  
35 now they've recovered so tremendously that they're  
36 likely going to be de-listed, or have already been de-  
37 listed.  
38  
39                 As far as the spectacled eiders, I  
40 haven't received any correspondence.  Or the Stellar's  
41 eiders.  And I'm pretty sure those issues will be taken  
42 up at the Waterfowl Conservation Committee meeting.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more questions.   
45 Greg.  
46  
47                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Tim and  
48 Art, I just thought I'd express my appreciation, and  
49 actually my envy, for how many years ago we made  
50 Trapper John sitting where you guys were, and we were  
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1  it for the whole natural resource program.  So I'm glad  
2  you got the expansion that you do and get some staff on  
3  board and get somebody with the history of Art in place  
4  to start working on things that he has.  So thank you  
5  both for that.    
6  
7                  On the Mulchatna Caribou, what kind of  
8  time line are you looking at as far as putting it  
9  together?  
10  
11                 MR. T. ANDREW:  We're hoping to get the  
12 funding by at least the start of the new fiscal year,  
13 State fiscal year, which is July 1st, and perhaps  
14 having the meeting sometime late fall, this late fall,  
15 and if not, the early part of 2008.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
18 questions.  
19  
20                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Before we get off of  
21 that subject, I believe they did request our  
22 endorsement of that one as well.  I guess we could have  
23 a statement for the record, and I would ask for  
24 unanimous consent that we do endorse pursuit of this,  
25 putting together a Mulchatna working group.  It's a  
26 little bit different creature than the Western Arctic  
27 in that they started from a position of strength,  
28 having, you know, a 2 to 300 or 500,000 animals.  And  
29 they wanted to -- those folks up there, Art may even  
30 have been there at the time, but they wanted to put  
31 their group together while their herd was healthy so  
32 they would have something in place when it got to the  
33 position of where the Mulchatna group's at right now.   
34 Anyway, just so we're on record as endorsing their  
35 efforts here to try to rebuild that herd.  
36  
37                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I second that.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Was that in the  
40 form of a motion?  Did you just.....  
41  
42                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I moved and asked for  
43 unanimous consent.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Motion's --  
46 Bob.  
47  
48                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I second it.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Are there  
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1  any objections?  Any objections?  
2  
3                  (No objections)  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  So be it.  
6  
7                  MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair  
8  and members of the  Council for your support.  
9  
10                 MR. IVANOFF:  Quyaunga.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you for  
13 coming and giving us the advice that we need.  We've  
14 always had -- we've always known that AVCP is close --  
15 working closely with the people that we represent out  
16 there, and you do a good job of bringing their concerns  
17 to us of some of the things we overlook, even though we  
18 do live out in the areas of subsistence.  I've noticed  
19 that AVCP has gathered that information and volunteered  
20 to go out and get that information on their own to make  
21 the decisions that we make concerning those subsistence  
22 activity within our region.  A lot of the decisions  
23 that go into forming the regulations a lot easier for  
24 us, and it's because of the work you do.  Thank you.  
25  
26                 MR. T. ANDREW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  YRDFA is not  
29 here.  Yukon River Drainage International Watershed is  
30 not here.  Are there any tribal representatives.  
31  
32                 (No comments)  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Not here.  AVCP's  
35 been done.  Municipal government representatives.  
36  
37                 (No comments)  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No one here.  ANCSA  
40 village corporation representatives.  
41  
42                 (No comments)  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No one here.  Other  
45 organizations.  
46  
47                 (No comments)  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No one here.   
50 Regional Council business.  Review of recommended  
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1  changes to Council Charter from October 2006.  Alex  
2  Nick.  
3  
4                  MS. GREGORY:  He's not here.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  We could always  
7  come back to that.  Confirm next meeting of October  
8  4/4, 2007 in Marshall.  Second choice St. Mary's.    
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah.  Mr. Chairman.   
11 Regarding that meeting, where does that stand with  
12 possibly conflicting with AVCP's fall convention on  
13 those dates.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  I think on  
16 that, while we get the recommended changes for Council  
17 Charter from Alex Nick.  
18  
19                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  For the record  
20 I'm Alex Nick, Council coordinator.  
21  
22                 As you remember, last October in Bethel  
23 when you met, the Council recommended, I think there  
24 were three recommended changes.  Your Council Charter,  
25 current charter could be found -- it's in your book.   
26 Those changes in your -- rather the recommended changes  
27 were forwarded to our Staff, and Ann Wilkinson, who is  
28 the FACA coordinator, she has a copy of the recommended  
29 changes, but one of them, an elderly member, she needed  
30 to do some checking on that I believe and we were  
31 unable to get anything firm on that, and so I didn't  
32 put it there.    
33  
34                 The other two recommended changes were  
35 to move up the election of officers at the start of the  
36 meeting, and that was drafted and she told me that a  
37 new charter is going to be coming up here soon I  
38 believe.  Tom, do you have any information on that?   
39 But the new charter will be probably coming up pretty  
40 quick.  The one you've got now, which is dated October  
41 5 and it's going to be two years, it will be good for  
42 two years, is in your book.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Mary.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
47 Under the duties of the Council, I'd like to move c to  
48 1, a to 2, b to 3 and leave d as 4.  And also I noticed  
49 that we're supposed to elect a chair for a one-year  
50 term.  I'd like to change that to two-year terms,  
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1  because in one year, you're not going to know  
2  everything.  It takes about two or three years to  
3  really get into what you're doing.  
4  
5                  MR. NICK:  Mary, through the Chair.   
6  These charters are for all 10 Councils, so the  
7  recommended changes have to be reviewed and it has to  
8  be approved before they become effective.  So we don't  
9  know whether or not some of the recommended changes  
10 might even become reality.  We don't know.  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Well, I'm asking you to  
13 try and get it so that we know what we're doing.  And  
14 although even though -- I don't like to be shut the  
15 door on me when I'm suggesting something.  You never  
16 know what's going to happen until you try it.  Okay?  
17  
18                 MR. NICK:  Mary, again through the  
19 Chair, we have to abide by our policies, and some of  
20 these things we have no control over, but we will  
21 definitely bring that recommendation forward.  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  Thank you.   
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Thank you.  Edgar.  
26  
27                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Thank you, Mr.  
28 Chairman.  Item 7, estimated operating costs.  Is that  
29 the limit that the Council is provided for or is there  
30 a number we can probably add a little more or not.  
31  
32                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Hoelscher, through the  
33 Chair, that is only estimate.  The operating cost in  
34 your Charter is only estimate.  Some years might be  
35 less or some years might be more.  It's only estimate.  
36  
37                 MR. HOELSCHER:  The reason I'm asking  
38 is, you know, it's kind of sad to have one of your  
39 Staff members providing you snacks, when you can be  
40 able to put a little bit more money into the budget.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  He was addressing  
43 you.  
44  
45                 (Laughter)  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any more questions  
48 for Alex on recommended changes in Charter.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  To  



 306

 
1  address kind of a warm topic of conversation, how about  
2  number 9 where it speaks to the Council's membership.   
3  Is that something that's going to be automatically  
4  changed with any potential action that comes out of the  
5  Federal Board possibly between April 30 and May 2nd or  
6  whenever that's scheduled to come up and done  
7  automatically without coming back to the Council.  
8  
9                  MR. NICK:  Mr. Roczicka, through the  
10 Chair, that membership like Don Rivard indicated  
11 earlier with respect to Council composition, it may  
12 change.  This may change, but what kind of changes it  
13 will have, I can't really tell you what it's going to  
14 be.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Mr.  
17 Roczicka, are you okay?  
18  
19                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Well, just that I hope  
20 that maybe they follow our recommendations to put it in  
21 there.  
22  
23                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Roczicka, again through  
24 the Chair, we will bring those forward, those  
25 recommendations forward.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Any further  
28 questions to Alex on the Charter change.  
29  
30                 (No comments)  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If not, thank you.   
33 We'll go down to Item B, confirm next meeting of  
34 October 4/5, 2007 in Marshall, and second choice is St.  
35 Mary's.  Alex.  
36  
37                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair, I spoke with  
38 Raymond Oney prior to this meeting before everyone  
39 travelled to Hooper Bay.  He confirmed that invitation  
40 is still on for Marshall.  And he also indicated there  
41 will be facilities available for Council meeting as  
42 well as lodging.  There is limited space in local  
43 lodging in Marshall, so people who wish to stay at the  
44 hotel will be able to stay at that hotel.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay. Thank you.   
47 Item C, determine the place of winter, Federal  
48 wildlife.  
49  
50                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  What you need to  
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1  do at this meeting is confirm your next meeting date  
2  and location.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  We need a  
5  motion from the Board to confirm the meeting for  
6  October 4 to 6 in Marshall.  A motion.  
7  
8                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, I move that  
9  we meet in Marshall October 4, 5, and 6, 2007.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion's been  
12 made.  Do I hear a second.  
13  
14                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Second.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Discussion.  Mr.  
17 Rivard.  
18  
19                 MR. RIVARD:  Well, I just wanted to --  
20 maybe a point of discussion would be I think, and maybe  
21 Mr. Kelly can confirm this, if there's a reduced flight  
22 schedule on the weekends, Saturday out of Marshall,  
23 that might be a factor where you move your dates just  
24 maybe a day or so.  
25  
26                 MR. KELLY:  I'm not aware of the  
27 flights from Marshall, so I can't help with that.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Bob.  
30  
31                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yeah, as far as I know,  
32 they're still three airlines that go to Marshall from  
33 Bethel.    
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  Question.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The question's been  
40 called for.  All in favor.....  
41  
42                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chairman, just a moment,  
43 please.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Just a  
46 moment.  
47  
48                 MR. NICK:  Last fall the Council choose  
49 -- the motion is to hold the meeting October 4, 5, and  
50 6, but last fall the Council choose October 4 and 5 in  
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1  Marshall.  What is it going to be?  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Would you  
4  like to amend your motion, Mary.  
5  
6                  MS. GREGORY:  So move.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  Seconder.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  
13  
14                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Question.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The questions been  
17 called for.  All in favor signify by saying aye.  
18  
19                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed same  
22 sign.  
23  
24                 (No opposing votes)  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Marshall is next.    
27  
28                 Determine date and place of winter  
29 meeting for 2008.  Mr. Rivard or Alex Nick.  
30  
31                 MR. NICK:  Mr. Chair, members of the  
32 Council.  Next -- rather winter meeting, winter 2008,  
33 Regional Advisory Council wildlife meeting window  
34 indicates that it begins February 17 and ends on March  
35 22nd.  Rather March 21st.  And we need to avoid  
36 February 28, 29.  
37  
38                 MR. RIVARD:  Because of Western  
39 Interior.  
40  
41                 MR. NICK:  Because of Western Interior  
42 meeting in Fairbanks that our Staff will be busy during  
43 that time.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  So everything open  
46 is from March to the 31st or March, right?  Everything  
47 in the first two weeks of March.  Three weeks of March,  
48 I'm sorry.  
49  
50                 MR. RIVARD:  Yes, Mr. Chair, that's  
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1  correct.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Council members.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  In lieu  
6  of the fact that these facilities are equal to the  
7  facilities that are available in Lower Kalskag, I would  
8  move -- I move that we have our next winter meeting in  
9  Lower Kalskag, Alaska, 99626.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, Mr. Aloysius,  
12 there was one time that we designated a meeting in  
13 Kalskag where you stated that there was problems with  
14 facilities and all the needs that we need for holding a  
15 meeting there.  Have those been taken into  
16 consideration?  
17  
18                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Sure, the difference  
19 between Kalskag and Lower Kalskag.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Well, to me, you've  
22 always said that they were the same, so I take them the  
23 same.  Okay.  We've been invited.....  
24  
25                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  For the record, there is  
26 no village called upper Kalskag.  There is Kalskag and  
27 now in the Postal Department there is a Lower Kalskag.    
28 So, please, if I hear the word Upper Kalskag again, I'm  
29 going to.....  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Is that a promise?  
32  
33                 (Laughter)  
34  
35                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Off the record, damn  
36 right.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  What dates was  
39 that, Bob?  What dates?  
40  
41                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  March 20 and 21 in 2008  
42 in Lower Kalskag, Alaska 99626.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  You've heard the  
45 invitation, you've heard the motion.  What is the wish  
46 of the Council.  
47  
48                 MS. GREGORY:  I second the motion.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  The motion's been  
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1  seconded.  Any discussion.  
2  
3                  MR. ANDREW:  Mr. Chairman, I think we  
4  have a conflict with the 21 date.  That's when your  
5  meeting window close.  
6  
7                  MR. RIVARD:  It's the last day that's  
8  available, yeah.  
9  
10                 MR. ANDREW:  That's the last day?  
11  
12                 MR. RIVARD:  That's the last day that's  
13 available, so that's okay to meet on that date.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Okay.  All in favor  
16 of the motion signify by saying aye.  
17  
18                 IN UNISON:  Aye.    
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  All opposed.  
21  
22                 (No opposing votes)  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's carried.  
25  
26                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  Could you  
27 open the floor for an alternate location?  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Yes, we could do  
30 that.  Any suggestions?  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  Upper Kalskag.  
33  
34                 (Laughter)  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  James.  
37  
38                 MR. CHARLES:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like to  
39 meet in Bethel for alternate.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  For an alternate,  
42 Bethel would be fine.  Any objections to Bethel.  
43  
44                 (No objections)  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  If there are no  
47 objections, so be it.  
48  
49                 We are down to Council comments.  Any  
50 comments from the Council.  We'll go right down the  
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1  line.  If you have any comments, say so.  If not, I'll  
2  call your name.    
3  
4                  James, do you have any comments.  
5  
6                  MR. CHARLES:  No comments.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comments.  John.  
9  
10                 MR. ANDREW:  All I'd say is quyaunga.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Edgar.  
13  
14                 MR. HOELSCHER:  No comments.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  No comments.  Greg.  
17  
18                 MR. ROCZICKA:   Just thanks to the  
19 folks of Hooper Bay for putting us up here.  For me  
20 it's -- I didn't think I'd get to a new village, but it  
21 was, and I appreciate you guys inviting us over and  
22 having our meeting here.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I'm sure we'll pass  
25 that on to our Native Village.    
26  
27                 Mr. Mike.  
28  
29                 MR. MIKE:  Quyaunga.  (In Yup'ik)  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Quyaunga.  Mr.  
32 Brown.  
33  
34                 MR. BROWN:  Yeah.  (In Yup'ik)   
35 Quyaunga.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Mr. Kelly.  
38  
39                 MR. KELLY:  Yes.  Thank you, Hooper  
40 Bay.  Thanks.  
41  
42                 (Laughter)  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  I'm not Hooper Bay,  
45 but I'll make sure that our Council and the people that  
46 are involved with the invitation get the word.  
47  
48                 Mr. Bob.  Mr. Aloysius.  
49  
50                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Thank you to the City or  
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1  the Village of Hooper Bay for their hospitality, their  
2  place here.  And congratulations to our new RAC  
3  members.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  In closing, I would  
6  like to thank our Staff and the members of both the  
7  Department of Fish and Game and the Fish and Wildlife  
8  Service, and the people that are here to help us out,  
9  make these decisions that we've made.  Your help has  
10 always been vital to the decisions that we make  
11 concerning our subsistence and all the information that  
12 you provide for us so those decisions can be made in a  
13 fashion that supports our people in their subsistence  
14 endeavors.  
15  
16                 And in closing I notice that usually we  
17 have a closing benediction from somebody here in our  
18 meeting, so at this time I would like to ask who's  
19 pointing to who?  
20  
21                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, I'd  
22 recommend our elder.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Our elder.  Okay.   
25 Would you like to say our closing prayer, Mr. Mike.  
26  
27                 MR. MIKE:  (In Yup'ik)  
28  
29                 (CLOSING PRAYER)  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  In closing, I'd  
32 like to thank our recorder also and our interpreter for  
33 helping us out during our meeting.  
34  
35                 MR. HOELSCHER:  Mr. Chairman.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion to adjourn.  
38  
39                 MR. HOELSCHER:  So move.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion's made to  
42 adjourn.  Do I hear a second to the motion.  
43  
44                 MR. ANDREW:  Second.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Seconded by John.   
47 All in favor signify by saying aye.  
48  
49                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN L. WILDE:  Motion carried.   
2  Meeting is adjourned.  
3  
4          (Off record)  
5  
6                   (END OF PROCEEDINGS)   
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24 interested in any way in this action.  
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