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1                    P R O C E E D I N G S  
2  
3               (St. Mary's, Alaska - 3/3/2004)  
4  
5                  (On record)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Meeting call to order.   
8  Roll call established by our appointed secretary, Mary.  
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Here.  
13  
14                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
15  
16                 MR. HANSON:  Here.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
19  
20                 MR. WILDE:  Here.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Nick Andrews.  
23  
24                 MR. ANDREWS:  Here.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Joe Mike.  
27  
28                 MR. MIKE:  Here.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  Beverly  Hoffman.  
31  
32                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Here.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)  Robert.   
35 Robert, always.....  
36  
37                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chairman, Robert asked  
38 to be excused.  
39  
40                 MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
41  
42                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Here.  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  How do you spell your name?  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  R-O-C-Z-I-C-K-A.  
47  
48                 MS. GREGORY:  R-O-C.....  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, Z-I-C.....  



00003   
1                  MS. GREGORY:  .....I-C.....  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  .....K-A.  
4  
5                  MS. GREGORY:  .....K-A.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah.  
8  
9                  MS. GREGORY:  Okay, thank you.  Nine  
10 present.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  We're a quorum and I'm  
13 going to ask Nick Andrews for.....  
14  
15                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chairman, for the  
16 record, the following members, they asked to be excused;  
17 Raymond Oney, Carl Powers, Philip Moses, and who's the  
18 third one.....  
19  
20                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Robert Nick.  
21  
22                 MR. A. NICK:  .....Robert Nick, I'm  
23 sorry.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I ask Nick Andrews for  
26 invocation.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  Who was the fourth one?  
29  
30                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Robert Nick.  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  How, yeah.  
33  
34                 (Prayer)  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Quyana.  At this time  
37 I'm going to introduce newly appointment -- appointed  
38 members.  We got right now five, four appointed -- newly  
39 appointed.  First I'm going to introduce to you Beverly  
40 Hoffman.  
41  
42                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Hello.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg Roczicka.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Good afternoon.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And Joseph Mike.  
49  
50                 MR. MIKE:  Hello.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And Bob Aloysius.  
2  
3                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  (In Yup'ik)   
4  
5                  (Laughter)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Carl Powers is not here  
8  so those are new appointments.  And new appointees, we  
9  are glad to have you and we put you on the Board.  
10  
11                 And current members, we have been working  
12 with these current members for quite awhile and like Nick  
13 Andrews from Marshall, he been with us for quite awhile.   
14 And Raymond Oney, he's not -- he's excused and with AVCP  
15 over in Bethel.  Robert Nick is also excused.  As myself,  
16 here sitting -- sitting here, I'm getting old, too old to  
17 move pretty soon.  
18  
19                 (Laughter)  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And next to me here,  
22 John Hanson, vice Chairman.  And we have Mary Gregory,  
23 appointed Secretary.  Lester Wilde sitting there from  
24 Hooper Bay.  That's my brother, only brother.  
25  
26                 (Laughter)  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And also we excuse one  
29 of our oldest member in the Council, Philip Moses, from  
30 Toksook Bay, and those the ones that are right now, the  
31 Council we have.  
32  
33                 And also our guests, one of our guests  
34 there is Subsistence Board Chairman advisor, Carl, and  
35 also Don Rivard is where?  
36  
37                 MR. JACK:  He's not here.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  He's making copies.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Making copies.  
42  
43                 (Laughter)  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Rest of you, will you  
46 say your name and stand up and who you are, who you  
47 represent in audience here.  Maybe we could start from  
48 over in the corner, over that way.  
49  
50                 MR. WILDE:  Our court reporter.  
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1                  REPORTER:  Okay.  I'm the court reporter.   
2  My name is Tina.  I represent Computer Matrix Court  
3  Reporting.  
4  
5                  MS. EVAN:  Sophie Evan, translator.  
6  
7                  MR. NICK:  Trim Nick, translator.  
8  
9                  MR. KLEIN:  Steve Klein with Office of  
10 Subsistence Management.  
11  
12                 MR. UBERUAGA:  Rich Uberuaga, Office of  
13 Subsistence Management, fisheries biologist.  
14  
15                 MR. WHITMORE:  I'm Craig Whitmore,  
16 Department of Fish and Game, Commercial Fisheries  
17 Division.  I manage the Kuskokwim River.  
18  
19                 MR. MOSES:  Mike Moses, Asa'Carsarmuit,  
20 Natural Resources.  
21  
22                 MR. BERG:  Jerry Berg.  I work in the  
23 Office of Subsistence Management as the Yukon River  
24 fishery biologist.  I also work for the Seward Peninsula  
25 region.  Thank you.   
26  
27                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  I'm Tracie Krauthoefer.   
28 I'm Fish and Game, Subsistence Division.  
29  
30                 MR. ANDREW:  Tim Andrew, AVCP, Natural  
31 Resources.  
32  
33                 MR. CHEN:  Good afternoon.  My name is  
34 Glenn Chen.  I work for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.   
35 I'm on the Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  
36  
37                 MR. SNOW:  I'm Patrick Snow.  I work for  
38 the Yukon Delta Refuge.  
39  
40                 MR. SIPARY:  Jim Sipary, I work in the  
41 Refuge office, and I'm originally from Toksook Bay.  
42  
43                 MR. PAUKEN:  Sven Pauken, St. Mary's  
44 Native Corporation.  
45  
46                 MR. WALTMEYER:  I'm David Waltmeyer with  
47 AVCP as a Yukon fisheries biologist.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, thank you for  
50 being with us this afternoon.  At this time I'm going to  
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1  do housekeeping, our coordinator here.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  We forgot to introduce him.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Oh, Alex Nick.  
6  
7                  (Laughter)  
8  
9                  MR. A. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
10 First of all I'd like to apologize for not having some of  
11 the materials available to you.  We brought what we got,  
12 at least from Bethel, and I'm sure that Jerry and the  
13 other team brought what they can from Anchorage.  We  
14 didn't have enough books for distribution, YK books for  
15 distribution, and also we were supposed to have a revised  
16 agenda which I overlooked packing into my briefcase  
17 yesterday, it was kind of chaotic.  Thanks to Trim Nick  
18 and Sophie for assisting me finding the translators in  
19 Bethel.  That took a great deal of our time in the  
20 afternoon yesterday.  
21  
22                 And another thing is I'd like to remind  
23 everyone that there is a sign-up sheet for everyone who  
24 attends the meeting over here under the exit sign.  And  
25 also there's a blue testifier's sheet, if you wish to  
26 testify or address the Council you need to fill out those  
27 sheets.    
28  
29                 And also for those of you who just  
30 arrived today, you are required to sign in for the  
31 lodging at the dorm next door, up the hill a little ways.   
32 And all the guests need to sign also for meals  
33 downstairs.  
34  
35                 And what we got here, you know, we're  
36 going to try to make it work, we're going to try to make  
37 this meeting work with what we got, so, thank you, Mr.  
38 Chair.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.  Now,  
41 I'm going to turn the meeting -- move the meeting over to  
42 Vice Chair here.  
43  
44                 MR. HANSON:  Me?  
45  
46                 (Laughter)  
47  
48                 MR. A. NICK:  For the record, Chairman  
49 Harry Wilde wanted to turn the Chair over to his vice  
50 Chair to run the meeting most of the day today and most  
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1  of the day tomorrow, but he will be here.  
2  
3                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, thank you, Mr.  
4  Chair.  My name is John Hanson.  I'm the new Vice Chair  
5  for Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Advisory Council.  
6  
7                  Right now we have number 6, review and  
8  adoption of the draft agenda.  For the Board members, if  
9  you have not reviewed the agenda, the draft agenda, or if  
10 you have, you can add on to the agenda or make  
11 corrections to some of the agenda items, and it's open to  
12 the Board now.  
13  
14                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
15  
16                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yes.  
17  
18                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Maybe just for  
19 clarification here, I'm kind of feeling my way on how you  
20 guys done your business before, but just if anything is  
21 listed on the existing agenda, are we free to see it as  
22 an action item that we could take a formal action or  
23 position, or whatever, may be called for at that time?  
24  
25                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
26  
27                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Okay.  One item, Mr.  
28 Chairman, I would like to add and I don't know where to  
29 put it right at the moment, but I would like the Board to  
30 consider co-sponsorship of a special action request to  
31 the Federal Subsistence Board and forward it to the  
32 Secretary of the Interior requesting the expansion of  
33 Federal jurisdiction regarding the Area M Fisheries in  
34 the recent Board of Fish action.  
35  
36                 The Eastern Interior Subsistence Council,  
37 the Bristol Bay Subsistence Council have both already  
38 passed motions of intent, they haven't yet drafted up the  
39 language, and it's going to be taken up at Western  
40 Interior as well, but I'd like that put on the agenda at  
41 some appropriate point.  
42  
43                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, Greg Roczicka  
44 just mentioned to add on to this agenda.  I don't know  
45 what.....  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  Can you restate your.....  
48  
49                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  What would.....  
50  
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1                  MR. ROCZICKA:  I would like the Board to  
2  consider co-sponsorship.....  
3  
4                  MS. GREGORY:  Okay.  
5  
6                  MR. ROCZICKA:  .....of a special action  
7  request to the Federal Subsistence Board and forwarded to  
8  the Secretary of Interior regarding the recent decision  
9  in the Area M Fishery.  
10  
11                 MR. WILDE:  Are you looking for a place  
12 to put that Mr. Chair?  
13  
14                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, I.....  
15  
16                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Perhaps under Item 13  
17 Subsistence fish and wildlife issues.  
18  
19                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  What Greg  
20 Roczicka is wanting a special action from this Council to  
21 follow up with Western Interior, Eastern Interior and I  
22 guess Bristol Bay and Norton Sound, and that would be  
23 placed under.....  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  Thirteen.  
26  
27                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  .....14.  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  No, 13, Page 3.  
30  
31                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
32  
33                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Under 13, okay, under  
34 13a.  
35  
36                 MR. A. NICK:  Maybe under Item 10.  
37  
38                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  On 10, okay, yeah.   
39 Okay, we'll have it under 10, Subsistence Fishery Issue,  
40 the special action request.  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  As number 5?  
43  
44                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah, number 5.   
45 Okay, any more additions.  
46  
47                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
48  
49                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
50  
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1                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Again, I'm wondering, is  
2  there going to be a place in here for just a general  
3  discussion or passing forward of information, I'd like  
4  people to think about between now and our next meeting  
5  come this fall?  
6  
7                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
8  
9                  MR. WILDE:  Item 8, isn't that where we  
10 usually have that, under Item 8, Regional Advisory  
11 Council concerns and comments.  
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  It's right in front of me,  
14 thank you, I withdraw that.  
15  
16                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, Item 8.  Under  
17 Item 8.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)  
20  
21                 That's what he wants to do.  
22  
23                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Oh, okay.  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  
26  
27                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.    
28  
29                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, I have a  
30 question for Mr. Alex Nick, when are we going to do this  
31 language for the ethics disclosure, I thought you were  
32 going to do that at the beginning of the meeting?  
33  
34                 MR. A. NICK:  Yeah, I guess we should do  
35 that.  Since you've already started on your minutes,  
36 would it be appropriate to go ahead and finish that or go  
37 back to it?  
38  
39                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Well, we're not on the  
40 minutes, we're on the agenda.  
41  
42                 MR. A. NICK:  Rather on the agenda, I'm  
43 sorry.  What's the wish of the Council.  
44  
45                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Finish up the agenda and  
46 then do it.  
47  
48                 MR. A. NICK:  Finish up the agenda and  
49 then do the ethics.....  
50  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair, we want to work  
2  on the agenda before we talk about anything.  
3  
4                  MR. A. NICK:  Okay.  
5  
6                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  And then after they  
7  vote on the agenda.  Any more additions.  
8  
9                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, I move that  
10 we accept the amended agenda.  
11  
12                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Mary Gregory makes a  
13 motion to accept the agenda with additions, any second.  
14  
15                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Second.  
16  
17                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Seconded by Greg.   
18 Any question.  
19  
20                 MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman.  
21  
22                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
23  
24                 MR. WILDE:  I'd like to recognize the  
25 gentleman over here that raised his hand just prior to  
26 the call for.....  
27  
28                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
29  
30                 MR. KLEIN:  Mr. Chair.  
31  
32                 MR. RIVARD:  Go to the microphone.  
33  
34                 MR. KLEIN:  Mr. Chair.  Steve Klein with  
35 the Office of Subsistence Management.  Agenda Item 11 was  
36 on the Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program.  We did  
37 cover that in its entirety during the training session  
38 and I would propose that you delete that from the  
39 meeting.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  What's that number?  
42  
43                 MR. KLEIN:  Number.....  
44  
45                 MR. WILDE:  Item 11.  
46  
47                 MR. KLEIN:  Item 11.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Entire number 11?  
50  
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1                  MR. KLEIN:  Yes.  And we moved that out  
2  because we had David Waltmeyer here and we covered all  
3  those topics.  
4  
5                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  You want to take it  
6  off from the agenda?  
7  
8                  MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
9  
10                 MR. KLEIN:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  It was  
11 strictly informational only and there was no action  
12 required by the Council.  
13  
14                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.    
15  
16                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair, I move to amend  
17 my motion to take out number 11.  
18  
19                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, Mary makes a  
20 motion to delete number 11 from the agenda because it was  
21 already presented to us and it takes no action, any  
22 second.  
23  
24                 MR. WILDE:  Second it.  Lester Wilde  
25 second it.  
26  
27                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Lester Wilde seconds.   
28 All those that want to remove number 11 say aye.  
29  
30                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
31  
32                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Opposed, same sign.  
33  
34                 (No opposing votes)  
35  
36                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Motion carries.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
39  
40                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, now, the  
41 regular motion to accept the agenda with additions was  
42 seconded, any questions.  
43  
44                 MR. WILDE:  Question.  
45  
46                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Second.  Okay, all  
47 those in favor say aye.  
48  
49                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
50  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Opposed, same sign.  
2  
3                  (No opposing votes)  
4  
5                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Motion carries.  So  
6  the agenda is accepted now.  Alex.  
7  
8                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  I think now  
9  we're going to exercise something that is probably going  
10 -- well, actually it's going to be a first time -- it's  
11 disclosures of ethics.  We'll start with the Chair.  
12  
13                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  (In Yup'ik)   
14  
15                 MR. A. NICK:  Yeah.  
16  
17                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Well, thanks, Alex.   
18 Okay, Board members you all have this sheet of paper that  
19 was passed to us during the work session.  I'll be the  
20 first one to do my ethics disclosure.  
21  
22                 Okay. My name is John Hanson.  I live in  
23 Alakanuk.  I subsist hunt and commercial fish.  And  
24 during our session here with the Regional Council for  
25 Yukon Kuskokwim, I see no conflict of interest in any of  
26 the proposals that the Council is going to take up.  
27  
28                 Thank you.   
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  My name is Mary Gregory.  I  
31 live in Bethel.  
32  
33                 MR. RIVARD:  Wait.  
34  
35                 MR. A. NICK:  Wait.  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  Oh.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  For the record I am Alex  
40 Nick.  And Member John Hanson does not have any  
41 significant financial interest directly related to the  
42 matters before the Council at this meeting and may fully  
43 participate.  
44  
45                 Go ahead, Mr. Chair.  
46  
47                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Mary.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  My name is Mary Gregory.  I  
50 live in Bethel, Alaska.  I subsistence hunt in the areas  
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1  under consideration at this meeting. I do not hold any  
2  commercial permits or conduct any business activities  
3  directly affected by any agenda items before the Council.  
4  
5                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
6  
7                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
8  
9                  MR. A. NICK:  For the record, Member Mary  
10 Gregory, does not have any significant financial interest  
11 directly related to the matters before the Council at  
12 this meeting and may fully participate.  
13  
14                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
15  
16                 MR. A. NICK:  Go ahead.  
17  
18                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Okay.  My name is Beverly  
19 Hoffman and I live in Bethel, Alaska.  I subsistence fish  
20 in the areas under consideration at this meeting.  I also  
21 own Kuskokwim Wilderness Adventures, which is a  
22 commercial permitted guiding and outfitting business.  I  
23 run birding, dog-mushing, fishing, cultural tours-type of  
24 activities, but not in any -- I guess not in any areas  
25 under consideration at this meeting.  
26  
27                 MR. WILDE:  It sounded like you had dogs.  
28  
29                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yeah.  
30  
31                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
32  
33                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
34  
35                 MR. A. NICK:  New Member, Ms. Beverly  
36 Hoffman does not appear to have any significant financial  
37 interest directly related to the matters before the  
38 Council at this meeting and may fully participate.  
39  
40                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
41  
42                 MR. MIKE:  My name is Joe Mike and I live  
43 in Kotlik.  I subsistence hunt and fish in the areas  
44 under consideration at this meeting.  I do not hold any  
45 commercial permits or conduct any business activities  
46 directly affected by any agenda items before the Council.  
47  
48                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
49  
50                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
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1                  MR. A. NICK:  New Member, Mr. Joseph P.  
2  Mike does not appear to have any significant financial  
3  interest directly related to the matters before the  
4  Council at this meeting and may fully participate.  
5  
6                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
7  
8                  MR. ROCZICKA:  For the record my name is  
9  Greg Roczicka, and with the exception of GMU's 9 and over  
10 there in 17(A) and some of the crossover proposals, I  
11 subsistence hunt and fish in the areas under  
12 consideration at this meeting and I don't hold any  
13 commercial permits or conduct any business activities  
14 directly affected by the agenda items.  
15  
16                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
17  
18                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
19  
20                 MR. A. NICK:  New Member Greg Roczicka  
21 does not appear to have any significant financial  
22 interests directly related to the matters before the  
23 Council at this meeting and may fully participate.  
24  
25                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.    
26  
27                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  My name is Bob Aloysius  
28 and I live in Kalskag. I subsistence hunt and fish in the  
29 areas under consideration at this meeting.  I do not hold  
30 any commercial permits or conduct any business activities  
31 directly affected by any agenda items before the Council.  
32  
33                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
34  
35                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
36  
37                 MR. A. NICK:  New Member Bob Aloysius  
38 does not have -- or appears not to -- I'm sorry, let me  
39 start over.  New Member Bob Aloysius does not have any  
40 significant financial interest directly related to the  
41 matters before the Council at this meeting and may fully  
42 participate.  
43  
44                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
45  
46                 MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, my name is  
47 Lester Wilde, I live in Hooper Bay.  I subsistence hunt  
48 and fish on Federal lands under consideration at this  
49 meeting.  I am the Lower Co-Chair for the Yukon Drainage  
50 Fisheries Association.  I also manage a halibut plant in  
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1  Hooper Bay with Coastal Village Seafoods, although we do  
2  process salmon on the Kuskokwim River, we don't process  
3  anything but halibut in the Hooper Bay plant.  And I do  
4  not hold any commercial permits or do not conduct any  
5  business activities directly affected by any agenda items  
6  before the Council.  
7  
8                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
9  
10                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
11  
12                 MR. A. NICK:  Member Lester Wilde does  
13 not appear to have any significant financial interest  
14 directly related to the matters before the Council at  
15 this meeting and may fully participate.  
16  
17                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
18  
19                 MR. ANDREWS:  My name is Nick Andrews,  
20 Sr., I'm from Marshall.  (In Yup'ik)   
21  
22                 My name is Nick Andrews, Sr., I'm from  
23 Marshall.  I'm one of the.....  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
26  
27                 (Laughter)  
28  
29                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
30  
31                 (Laughter)  
32  
33                 INTERPRETER:  He's a year-round  
34 subsistence user.  And he did hold a commercial permit  
35 before but he's -- gave it to one of his children.  
36  
37                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
38  
39                 INTERPRETER:  He's been practicing  
40 subsistence use since he grew up as a child to today and  
41 enjoys going out to gather food for his family and wants  
42 this Board to continue supporting his subsistence way of  
43 life.  
44  
45                 MR. ANDREWS:  Quyana.  
46  
47                 INTERPRETER:  Thank you.   
48  
49                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
50  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
2  
3                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, Member Nick  
4  Andrews, Sr., has -- rather Member Nick Andrews, Sr.,  
5  does not have any significant financial interest directly  
6  related to the matters before the Council at this meeting  
7  and may fully participate.  
8  
9                  And, Mr. Chairman, I believe that  
10 concludes.....  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Harry.  
13  
14                 MR. A. NICK:  Oh, I'm sorry, one more.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  My name is Harry Wilde  
17 and I live in Mountain Village.  I subsist, hunt and fish  
18 in the Federal land and water under consideration at this  
19 meeting.  I do not hold any commercial permit or conduct  
20 any business if it is directly affected by any agenda of  
21 this item before the Council.  
22  
23                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
24  
25                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
26  
27                 MR. A. NICK:  Member Harry Wilde, Sr.,  
28 does not have any significant financial interest directly  
29 related to the matters before the Council at this meeting  
30 and may fully participate.  
31  
32                 And Mr. Chair, that concludes the  
33 disclosures.  
34  
35                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah, thank you Board  
36 members and coordinator.  
37  
38                 Okay, number 7 under agenda is review and  
39 approval of minutes for Regional Councils.  There's three  
40 A.  Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior; B. Yukon  
41 Kuskokwim Delta, Western and Eastern Interior; these two  
42 are from October 12th to the 14th, which was held in  
43 Anchorage, two days and the rest was in Wasilla last  
44 fall.  Rather than go through each of the agendas, is  
45 going to take a long time if we do agenda by agenda, and  
46 I think Lester has been reading through the agendas and I  
47 have been so we should.....  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  The minutes.  
50  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  .....I'll just.....  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  The minutes.  
4  
5                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  .....turn it over to  
6  -- agenda -- Lester to do his first part and if he leaves  
7  out anything then I'll take over.  
8  
9                  MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, I read through  
10 the Yukon Kuskokwim -- the three Regional Advisory  
11 Council minutes and I didn't come across anything that I  
12 thought should be -- that was deleted or needed to be  
13 corrected.  So I would like to move that the Yukon  
14 Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior and Eastern Interior  
15 meeting held on October -- minutes for the meeting held  
16 on October 14th and 15th, 2003 be approved.  
17  
18                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, Lester went  
19 through the minutes of Yukon Kuskokwim Council, Western  
20 Interior, Eastern Interior and he finds nothing that has  
21 to be deleted or talked over, it was all that we did  
22 during those 12 to 16 of October and he just made a  
23 motion to accept the minutes from the 12th to the 16th.   
24 Any second.  
25  
26                 MR. ANDREWS:  I, Nick Andrews, second the  
27 motion.  
28  
29                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Seconded by Nick  
30 Andrews.  
31  
32                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
33  
34                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
35  
36                 MR. A. NICK:  Just for clarification,  
37 Lester, the motion is that -- the motion is not from  
38 October 12 to 16 -- I mean 15th?  
39  
40                 MR. WILDE:  The motion to -- according to  
41 the handout you gave us, the draft agenda or the approved  
42 agenda right now, it states the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta,  
43 Western Interior and Eastern Interior met on the 14th and  
44 15th.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Question.  
47  
48                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Question.  There was  
49 a motion by Lester and seconded by Nick Andrews, any  
50 questions.  
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1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Hearing none, all  
4  those in favor say aye.  
5  
6                  IN UNISON:  Aye.  
7  
8                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Opposed, same sign.   
9  The motion carries with no no's, all yes.  
10  
11                 MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
12  
13                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah.  
14  
15                 MR. WILDE:  For the minutes of the -- the  
16 draft minutes of the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Subsistence  
17 Regional Advisory Council, for the minutes of October  
18 16th meeting at Lake Lucille there are some typos and a  
19 couple corrections that I would like to be noted.  
20  
21                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Go ahead, Lester.  
22  
23                 MR. WILDE:  The first correction is one,  
24 two, three, four, five, on the sixth page of the agenda  
25 -- or the new minutes that were passed -- supposedly  
26 corrected minutes, on the second paragraph at the top of  
27 the page where it states that Lester Wilde said that if a  
28 24-hour per day, seven days per week fishing is allowed  
29 with a large mesh size gillnet only runts would get to  
30 the spawning ground.  This, Mr. Chairman, I don't  
31 remember making this statement.  If there was this  
32 statement that concerned runts going to the spawning  
33 ground it was from a proposal that was being presented,  
34 and at that time I stated that we should not approve that  
35 one proposal due to the fact of that statement.  
36  
37                 MS. HOFFMAN:  That's Page 26.  
38  
39                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
40  
41                 MS. HOFFMAN:  In our book.  
42  
43                 MR. WILDE:  Yeah, on your book, but I was  
44 working off this new, supposedly corrected one.  
45  
46                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
47  
48                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
49  
50                 MR. A. NICK:  Last night we discussed the  
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1  two minutes, the bi-Council minutes and also the YK RAC  
2  minutes, Don and I and several other members made some  
3  corrections on these minutes but I must have made copies  
4  from the file -- one of my files that are not correct,  
5  maybe, what I thought was corrected.  
6  
7                  Don informed several Council members last  
8  night that, you know, we went through a great deal of  
9  work correcting both the bi-Council's and also the YK  
10 Council minutes, and I just wanted to let you know that,  
11 you know, they've been corrected but this apparently may  
12 not be the correct copy.  
13  
14                 MR. WILDE:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I would  
15 suggest that that sentence be deleted from the minutes.  
16  
17                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah, Lester.....  
18  
19                 MR. WILDE:  I've got some more  
20 corrections I'm just trying to find the pages here.  
21  
22                 (Pause)  
23  
24                 MR. WILDE:  Fourteen, on Page 14 -- or on  
25 the 14th page of this, where it states the original  
26 motion was withdrawn.  According to the minutes -- the  
27 minutes I read had no motion prior to this motion, so  
28 that statement the original motion was withdrawn, I don't  
29 know where it came from.  
30  
31                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I would move  
32 to table this item until we have the corrected minutes in  
33 front of us.  Motion to table is not debatable.  
34  
35                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
36  
37                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  If there's a  
38 motion to -- Lester just gave us, for that 24 seven days  
39 per week, that's a motion to delete it?  
40  
41                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I moved to  
42 table action on this issue until we have the corrected  
43 minutes in front of us.  
44  
45                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  Okay, Greg  
46 made a motion to take no action on these.....  
47  
48                 MR. WILDE:  No.  
49  
50                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  No.  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  .....to delete  
2  it.....  
3  
4                  MR. ROCZICKA:  I moved to table until we  
5  have the corrected minutes in front of us either later at  
6  this meeting or at the next meeting.  
7  
8                  MR. WILDE:  Alex, here's the corrected  
9  minutes as I corrected them.  
10  
11                 MR. A. NICK:  Okay, I'll look through  
12 these then.  
13  
14                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  So your motion is to  
15 take no action.  
16  
17                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Table.  
18  
19                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Table it.  
20  
21                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
22  
23                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Oh, okay.  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  Until they're corrected.  
26  
27                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, so your motion  
28 is to table this action.....  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Until they're corrected.  
31  
32                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  Table it to --  
33 table the minutes until the correction is made; is that  
34 the way you want it?  
35  
36                 (Council nods affirmatively)  
37  
38                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, it was already  
39 seconded, I don't know who seconded it.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  I did.  
42  
43                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Mary seconded it.   
44 All those in favor say aye.  
45  
46                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
47  
48                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Opposed, same sign.  
49  
50                 (No opposing votes)  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Motion carried to  
2  table it until the corrections are made.  
3  
4                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
5  
6                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
7  
8                  MR. A. NICK:  We have a copy of -- I  
9  believe we do have a copy of the bi-Council minutes.  For  
10 the Council's information the bi-Council minutes could  
11 not make it to the deadline to be incorporated into your  
12 book.  Don, do you have a copy of those?  
13  
14                 MS. GREGORY:  Is that October 12 then?  
15  
16                 MR. A. NICK:  It's October 12-15.  
17  
18                 MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
19  
20                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Lester.  
21  
22                 MR. WILDE:  I'd like to move that the  
23 minutes for the bi-Council meeting be tabled along with  
24 the -- to be presented at the same time with the Yukon  
25 Delta meeting of October 16th to give us an opportunity  
26 to go through those minutes and make those corrections  
27 and give them back to you so they can be corrected when  
28 we get them the next time.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
31  
32                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  Lester Wilde  
33 makes a motion to table the Tri-Council [sic] meeting  
34 minutes until -- until when?  
35  
36                 MR. WILDE:  Until the next meeting.  
37  
38                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Until the next  
39 meeting.  Seconded by Mary.  
40  
41                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Question.  
42  
43                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Any questions.  
44  
45                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like to  
46 point out something that has been very disturbing to me  
47 is that there's a motion and a second and it's followed  
48 by discussion, not by questions.  The question always  
49 precedes the vote.  
50  
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1                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yeah, thanks.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman.  (In  
4  Yup'ik)  I don't have a copy of the hand out, did you  
5  give it to us?  
6  
7                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
8  
9                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Alex.  
10  
11                 MR. A. NICK:  Like I mentioned earlier  
12 because of the -- you know, when I packed up I had  
13 everything all -- I have copies but when I packed them  
14 yesterday I overlooked the copies, but Don has a copy off  
15 of my desk but the motion is to table the minutes until  
16 you have a chance to look over them.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, call for question,  
19 Mr. Chairman.  
20  
21                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, question has  
22 been called.  Hearing no questions.....  
23  
24                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  The question has been  
25 called, that means you call for the vote.  
26  
27                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Uh-huh, okay.  All  
28 those in favor say aye.  
29  
30                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
31  
32                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Opposed, same sign.  
33  
34                 (No opposing votes)  
35  
36                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Motion carries.   
37 Okay, next -- well, before I go into this one, the one  
38 that.....  
39  
40                 REPORTER:  John.  
41  
42                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  .....that tri-Council  
43 meeting we had -- excuse me.  The tri-Council meeting we  
44 had and what Lester went through, that one section that  
45 Lester motioned to delete, it shouldn't have been in the  
46 Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Advisory Council's  
47 minutes, that was pulled off from the tri-Council meeting  
48 because that's what Virgil Umphenour brought up and it  
49 went into our Yukon Kuskokwim RAC Council meeting minutes  
50 and I don't know how it went to it so I guess now that  
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1  the tri-Council meeting minutes are voted out until  
2  they're fixed again then at our next meeting I hope we'll  
3  have it straight.  
4  
5                  MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
6  
7                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, our next one  
8  is.....  
9  
10                 MR. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
11  
12                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Yes.  
13  
14                 MR. WILDE:  Just to clarify, that came  
15 also in the tri-Council meeting but this was the  
16 discussion that was during our Council meeting where it  
17 came up.  It was a mention of a proposal.  
18  
19                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Oh.  
20  
21                 MR. WILDE:  It was in our meeting, not  
22 the tri-Council meeting.  
23  
24                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, thanks, Lester.   
25 Okay, the next is number 8, Regional Advisory Council  
26 concerns and comments.  The first one is Chair's report.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I  
29 have been representing.....  
30  
31                 REPORTER:  Harry.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Sorry.  
34  
35                 REPORTER:  Thank you.   
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, I have  
38 been representing Council for how many years before the  
39 Board members.  I have been working with very close and  
40 some people and I appreciate all the support I have been  
41 given from Don and Alex, also those other people that  
42 supporting me doing this, doing Board meetings. I have  
43 been done the best as I can and not to drop off any that  
44 you guys approve or not approve.  And I have been -- I  
45 appreciate the people that back me up and all that.  
46  
47                 At this time and this meeting on Federal  
48 Board meeting on December 9-12, 2003, I'm going to ask  
49 our coordinator here to read that -- read the proposals  
50 and also this letter to me from Board members -- Federal  
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1  Subsistence Board Chairman.    
2  
3                  Alex.  
4  
5                  MR. A. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  What  
6  Harry Wilde wanted me to read is the .805 letter from  
7  Mitch Demientieff for the record.  
8  
9                  The letter is dated February 11th to  
10 Harry Wilde.  And the letter reads:  Dear Mr. Wilde.   
11 This letter is to inform the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta  
12 Subsistence Regional Advisory Council actions taken by  
13 the Federal Subsistence Board at its December 9-10, 2003  
14 meeting.   As you know the purpose of the Board meeting  
15 was to act upon the proposed changes to Subpart D  
16 regulations governing seasons, harvest quotas and methods  
17 and means of subsistence harvest of fish on Federal  
18 waters for the 2004/2005 regulatory year.  The Board also  
19 acted on proposed changes to Subpart D regulations  
20 governing customary and traditional use determinations.  
21  
22                 For the details on specific actions and  
23 the Board's actual deliberations, I refer you to the  
24 transcripts of the meeting which are available on line at  
25 the OSM web site at -- I don't have to read this, I  
26 guess, or by calling -- I should read it,  
27 @alaskafwsgov/asm/transcript.stml., or by calling in a  
28 request to the Office of Subsistence Management at 1-800-  
29 478-1456.  
30  
31                 With respect to issues that impact the  
32 Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Subsistence Region the Board took  
33 the following actions:  
34  
35                 Proposal FP04-2 was submitted by Richard  
36 Bernham of Kaltag.  This proposal would prohibit a  
37 customary trade of salmon in the Yukon River drainage any  
38 time a salmon stock is determined to be a management or  
39 biological stock of concern.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta,  
40 Western Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
41 Councils opposed the proposal.  The Seward Peninsula  
42 Regional Advisory Council tabled the proposal.  The  
43 Federal Subsistence Board rejected the proposal as  
44 recommended by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta and Eastern  
45 Interior Regional Advisory Council restricting customary  
46 trade of subsistence caught fish while State, commercial  
47 and sport fisheries are in effect would not recognize the  
48 subsistence priority afforded under  Title VIII of  
49 ANILCA.  
50  
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1                  Proposal FW04-3 was submitted by the  
2  Yukon River Drainage Fisheries Association.  This  
3  proposal would modify to the customary trade regulations  
4  for the Yukon area by removing any reference to eggs and  
5  by clarifying that Section 13 does not apply to  
6  commercial fisheries entry commission permit holders or  
7  crew license holders.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta and  
8  Western Interior Regional Advisory Councils opposed the  
9  proposal while the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
10 Council supported the proposal.  The Seward Peninsula  
11 Regional Advisory Council took no action.  The Federal  
12 Subsistence Board rejected the proposal as recommended by  
13 the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta and Western Interior Regional  
14 Advisory Councils.  The Board did not follow the Eastern  
15 Interior Regional Advisory Council's recommendation  
16 because removing reference to eggs would make the  
17 intention of this regulation somewhat vague.  The Board  
18 recognizes the sensitivities within the certain Yukon  
19 River communities surrounding retaining eggs in the  
20 customary trade regulations but believes clarity in  
21 regulations is an important standard to uphold.  The  
22 portion of the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
23 Council's recommendations concerning permit holders will  
24 be accomplished through administration clarification and  
25 does not require Board action.  
26  
27                 Proposal FP04-4 was submitted by the  
28 Association of Village Council Presidents.  This proposal  
29 would prohibit the sale of Yukon River or Kuskokwim River  
30 salmon within their region to non-rural residents.  The  
31 Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior, Eastern Interior  
32 and Seward Peninsula Regional Advisory Councils tabled  
33 the proposal during that fall meeting.  The Federal  
34 Subsistence Board referred the proposal -- I'm sorry, the  
35 Federal Subsistence Board deferred the proposal  
36 paralleling the actions of the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta,  
37 Western Interior, Eastern Interior and Seward Peninsula  
38 Regional Advisory Councils.  
39  
40                 Proposal FP04-5 was submitted by the  
41 Western Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory  
42 Council.  This proposal would expand the drift gillnet  
43 fishery in the Yukon River to include 4(B) and 4(C).  The  
44 Western Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory  
45 Council supported the proposal while the Yukon Kuskokwim  
46 Delta and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils  
47 opposed the proposal.  The Federal Subsistence Board  
48 rejected the proposal as recommended by the Yukon  
49 Kuskokwim Delta and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
50 Councils.  The Board encouraged the Western Interior  
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1  Regional Advisory Council to participate in the Alaska  
2  Board of Fisheries meeting to express their ideas and  
3  concerns.  The Board had conservation concerns and stated  
4  that there was not enough information presented at this  
5  time to justify allowing a new gear type in Subdistricts  
6  4(B) and 4(C).  
7  
8                  Proposal FP04-6 was submitted by Craig  
9  Fleener of Fort Yukon and Proposal 04-07 was submitted by  
10 the Native Village of Fort Yukon.  Proposal FP04-06 would  
11 modify the season to a seasonal restriction so that in  
12 Birch Creek gillnet mesh size may not exceed three inches  
13 stretch measures from June 15 to September 15 and FP04-07  
14 would modify the season to a seasonal restriction so that  
15 in Birch Creek gillnet mesh size may not exceed three  
16 inches stretch measures from June 15 to September 15.   
17 The Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Council supported  
18 the proposal.  The Federal Subsistence Board adopted  
19 Proposal FP04-06 and took no action on FP04-07 as  
20 recommended by the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
21 Council.  Relaxing the gillnet mesh size restrictions to  
22 a seasonal restriction would allow subsistence users to  
23 have an increased subsistence opportunity during the  
24 fall, winter and spring time when there are very few, if  
25 any salmon present.  Spawning salmon will still be  
26 protected by implementing the mesh size restrictions  
27 during the time period when most adult salmon are  
28 actually present in Birch Creek.  Keeping the gillnet net  
29 mesh restriction in place through September 15th should  
30 ensure that most salmon are protected.  
31  
32                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Nick.  Mr. Nick, since  
33 you are reading this into the record, you stated the last  
34 paragraph June 15th through September, it's supposed to  
35 be five instead of.....  
36  
37                 MR. A. NICK:  September 5.  
38  
39                 MR. L. WILDE:  .....15.  
40  
41                 MR. A. NICK:  I'm sorry.  Thank you.   
42 Thank you for the correction.  
43  
44                 Are we ready for Proposal 8.  
45  
46                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
47  
48                 MR. A. NICK:  Okay.  Proposal FP04-08 was  
49 submitted by the Native Village of Fort Yukon.  This  
50 proposal would close Federal public waters of the Yukon  



00027   
1  River to commercial harvest of chinook and chum salmon  
2  for six years.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western  
3  Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils  
4  opposed the proposal.  The Federal Subsistence Board  
5  rejected the proposal as recommended by the Yukon  
6  Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior and Eastern Interior  
7  Regional Advisory Councils.  Passage of this proposal  
8  would reduce the flexibility of the managers to respond  
9  to in-season data to open different fisheries because of  
10 stronger returns.  Members of the Regional Councils  
11 stated that they understood the proposal was submitted in  
12 frustration by the fishers in Yukon Flats area and that  
13 they also understand the importance for unity among the  
14 three Regional Councils.  
15  
16                 FP04-09 was submitted by the Eastern  
17 Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Council.   
18 This proposal would reduce subsistence fishing openings  
19 in Yukon River Districts 1, 2 and 3 to no more than two  
20 18-hour periods per week.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, the  
21 Western Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
22 Councils opposed the proposal.  The Seward Peninsula  
23 Regional Advisory Council tabled this proposal.  The  
24 Federal Subsistence Board rejected the proposal as  
25 recommended by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western  
26 Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils.   
27 The proposal would impose further restrictions on  
28 subsistence users beyond existing fishing schedules.   
29 Subsistence fishers already face a potential hardship in  
30 meeting their subsistence needs while compiling with the  
31 current fishing schedule.  
32  
33                 Proposal FP04-10 was submitted by the  
34 Gwich'in Village Council of Fort Yukon.  This proposal  
35 would close Federal public waters of the Yukon River to  
36 commercial fishing when a total of commercial harvest of  
37 65,000 chinook salmon or 80,000 chum salmon, summer and  
38 fall has been reached.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta,  
39 Western Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
40 Councils opposed the proposal.  The Seward Peninsula  
41 Regional Advisory Council tabled this proposal.  The  
42 Federal Subsistence Board rejected the proposal as  
43 recommended by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western  
44 Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils.   
45 Passage of this proposal would have reduced the  
46 flexibility of the managers to respond to in-season data  
47 to open different fisheries due to stronger returns.  In-  
48 season managers have responded to Lower Yukon River  
49 salmon returns by restricting commercial fishing  
50 opportunity in order to meet escapement objectives and  
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1  provide for subsistence opportunity.  This issue would be  
2  more appropriately addressed in the Salmon State  
3  Management Plans addressing the Yukon River king and  
4  summer and fall chum.   
5  
6                  FP04-11 was submitted by Mike Moses of  
7  the Os* Tribal Mountain Village.  This proposal would  
8  allow subsistence fishing for salmon to remain open for  
9  rural residents year-round in Federal waters in Fishing  
10 Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta,  
11 Western Interior and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory  
12 Councils opposed the proposal.  Seward Peninsula Regional  
13 Advisory Council took no action.  The Federal Subsistence  
14 Board rejected the proposal as recommended by the Yukon  
15 Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior and Eastern Interior  
16 Regional Advisory Councils.  This proposal would  
17 eliminate closures to subsistence fishing on Federal  
18 public waters both surrounding the commercial openings  
19 and during the subsistence fishing schedule.  Adopting  
20 this proposal would allow subsistence users to go back to  
21 fishing with fewer restrictions but would also eliminate  
22 regulations that have been adopted through extensive  
23 public processes to address rebuilding the salmon runs  
24 and would work against the cooperation efforts of the  
25 State and Federal agencies and the dual management  
26 system.  
27  
28                 Proposal FP04-12 was submitted by the  
29 Association of Village Council Presidents.  This proposal  
30 would allow red buoys to be used for subsistence gear in  
31 Federal public waters of the Chalista AVCP region.  The  
32 Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior, Seward Peninsula  
33 and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils supported  
34 the proposal with the modifications to allow the use of  
35 any color buoy.  The Federal Subsistence Board adopted  
36 the proposal with modifications as recommended by the  
37 Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Western Interior, Seward Peninsula  
38 and Eastern Interior Regional Advisory Councils.  The  
39 modification was to allow the use of any color buoy in  
40 all Federal public waters of the Yukon Northern and  
41 Kuskokwim area, not just the AVCP region.  The color  
42 distinction for buoys between subsistence and commercial  
43 fishers is no longer necessary.  The red buoys are easier  
44 to see and thus safer for all users of the rivers.    
45  
46                 Proposal FP04-13 was submitted by the  
47 Association of Village Council Presidents.  This proposal  
48 would allow gillnets with mesh size greater than six  
49 inches be allowed to exceed 35 meshes deep in the  
50 Kuskokwim River.  The Western Interior Regional Advisory  
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1  Council opposed the proposal.  The Yukon Kuskokwim Delta  
2  Regional Advisory Council supported the proposal.  The  
3  Federal Subsistence Board rejected the proposal as  
4  recommended by the Western Interior Regional Advisory  
5  Council.  The Board further requested that fisheries  
6  managers work to inform the public of the existing  
7  regulations for the first fishing season in 2004.  
8  
9                  In closing the Federal Subsistence Board  
10 would like to express its appreciation for the Yukon  
11 Kuskokwim Delta Subsistence Regional Advisory Council's  
12 active involvement in and diligence with the regulatory  
13 process.  The 10 Regional Advisory Councils continue to  
14 be the foundation of the Federal Subsistence Program and  
15 the stewardship shown by the Regional Advisory Council  
16 Chairs and their representatives at Board meetings was  
17 noteworthy.  
18  
19                 Should you have any questions regarding  
20 the summary of the Board actions please contact Alex Nick  
21 at 1-800-621-5804 extension 257 or directly at (907)-543-  
22 1037.  
23  
24                 Sincerely, Mitch Demientieff, Chair of  
25 the Federal Subsistence Board.  
26  
27                 That's the extent of the letter, Mr.  
28 Chair.  
29  
30                 MR. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
31  
32                 VICE CHAIRMAN HANSON:  Yes.  
33  
34                 MR. HOFFMAN:  Is this also going to be  
35 taken up on Item 10, results of the Federal Subsistence  
36 Board actions, is the same thing?  I believe so.  I see  
37 this came into the office on February 11th, and not that  
38 I don't appreciate Mr. Alex Nick reading the whole thing,  
39 for timing issues I'd prefer to get this in-hand in the  
40 mail prior to this meeting to be able to read it on our  
41 own, and then -- you know, just for timing purposes.  
42  
43                 But is this also being taken up, the same  
44 thing, the results of the Federal Subsistence Board  
45 actions on 2004/2005 fisheries proposals, is this the  
46 same thing?  
47  
48                 MR. A. NICK:  I believe so, Ms. Hoffman.   
49 But I'm reading that at the request of the Chair as part  
50 of his report.  
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1                  MR. HOFFMAN:  Oh, I see, so it will be  
2  read again?  
3  
4                  MS. GREGORY:  I don't think so.  
5  
6                  MR. A. NICK:  Not necessarily, Ms.  
7  Hoffman.  
8  
9                  MR. HOFFMAN:  Okay.  Okay.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  Beverly -- Mr. Chairman.   
12 They mailed it on the 12th of February and I did receive  
13 mine.  
14  
15                 MR. L. WILDE:  You're brand new, maybe  
16 that's the reason why you didn't get it.  
17  
18                 MR. HOFFMAN:  I see.  
19  
20                 VICE CHAIRMAN HANSON:  Yeah, thank you,  
21 Alex.  Beverly, the one Alex was reading, those are the  
22 ones that we took up in Wasilla.  
23  
24                 MR. HOFFMAN:  Okay.  
25  
26                 VICE CHAIRMAN HANSON:  And we passed some  
27 and opposed some and on the 9th of December to the 11th,  
28 the three Chairmans got together in Anchorage with the  
29 Federal Subsistence Board and they -- the Federal Board,  
30 when they passed these and rejected some of them.   
31  
32                 MR. HOFFMAN:  Okay, thank you.  
33  
34                 (Pause)  
35  
36                 VICE CHAIRMAN HANSON:  Okay, the next one  
37 is C on Item 8, and I'm going to -- this is going to be  
38 from the Board of Fish, I will give that since I was in  
39 Fairbanks.  
40  
41                 Okay, this was in January 12 to the 16th,  
42 I was at Fairbanks for that duration during the Board of  
43 Fish on AYK, and this letter -- this is what Vince sent  
44 me so I'll just read the letter and then I'll just go  
45 through the proposals.  The proposals that I'll go  
46 through are the same things that Alex just went through.   
47 Alex went through the Federal part and I'll go through  
48 the State part.  
49  
50                 It's dated February 4, 2004, John Hanson,  
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1  Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Council, Box 1, Alakanuk.  
2  
3                  Dear John:  Enclosed are the results of  
4  the Arctic Yukon Kuskokwim Board of Fisheries Finfish  
5  meeting held on January 12th through the 19th.  Many of  
6  the issues you addressed at your fall 2003 Tri-Council  
7  meeting were related to proposals under the Board of  
8  Fisheries.  Please share this information with fellow  
9  fishers and if you have any questions about how the  
10 results relate to Federal Subsistence Board actions  
11 please give me a call.  If you have questions especially  
12 about the Board of Fisheries action, please call the  
13 Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the Regional  
14 Council members that attended the meeting.  
15  
16                 There is a list of Regional Council  
17 members who attended the meeting either as Regional  
18 Council representatives or as representatives for State  
19 Advisory Councils or other organizations.  Eastern  
20 Interior Gerald Nicholia, Andrew Bassich, and Virgil  
21 Umphenour.  Western Interior Jack Reakoff.  And Yukon  
22 Kuskokwim Region John Hanson, Lester Wilde and James  
23 Charles.  Thank you for your continued dedication to your  
24 Regional Council and your efforts to seek out drainage  
25 wide understanding.  
26  
27                 Sincerely, Vince Mathews.  
28  
29                 Vince Mathews is the coordinator for.....  
30  
31                 MS. GREGORY:  Western Interior.  
32  
33                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Western and Eastern  
34 Interior.  
35  
36                 MS. GREGORY:  Western and Eastern  
37 Interior.  
38  
39                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, the proposals  
40 that we went through.  When I testified, I testified  
41 under Yukon Kuskokwim Regional Advisory Council and these  
42 are the proposals that I presented to the Board of Fish.   
43 There was me, Lester and James Charles from our RAC  
44 Committee.  The proposals;  
45  
46                 Proposal 53 [sic], which the State Board  
47 of Fisheries took was Proposal 153, this proposal sought  
48 to develop new management plans for the Lower, Middle and  
49 Upper sections of the River that would be the basis of  
50 salmon allocation for the entire Yukon River.  This  
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1  proposal, the Board didn't -- well, it failed, they  
2  opposed it.  
3  
4                  Proposal 154, this proposal would have  
5  reduced the subsistence salmon fishing schedule in  
6  District 1, 2 and 3 from two 36-hour periods per week to  
7  two 18-hour periods per week.  In addition, all fishing  
8  for salmon, commercial or subsistence would occur within  
9  the two 18-hour fishing periods per week.  This proposal  
10 was opposed.  
11  
12                 Proposal 155, the main objective for this  
13 proposal was to revise the subsistence fishing schedule  
14 in District 3 and 4 to provide weekend subsistence  
15 fishing opportunity for fishers that work.  This proposal  
16 would establish a start date for the subsistence salmon  
17 fishing schedule in regulation.  The Board voted to allow  
18 the Department to set a weekend schedule day by emergency  
19 order and not to set the start date in regulation.  
20  
21                 Proposal 156, this proposal sought to  
22 increase the subsistence fishing schedule from two 42-  
23 hour periods per week to two 48-hours per week in  
24 Subdistrict 5 and 6.  The Board voted to allow the two  
25 48-hour per week schedule in Subdistrict 5A but to keep  
26 this to in Six on two 42-hour per week.  
27  
28                 Proposal 157 was adopted.  But they put  
29 an amendment to it.   
30  
31                 158 they took no action on Proposal 158.  
32  
33                 159 failed, was opposed.  
34  
35                 160 was opposed.  
36  
37                 161 was opposed.  
38  
39                 162 was opposed due to Proposal 163 that  
40 they had already taken.  
41  
42                 164 is all up river.  
43  
44                 165, this proposal would have closed  
45 subsistence fishing for salmon one-fourth mile above and  
46 one-half mile below the mouth of a spawning stream.  This  
47 proposal failed.  That was my personal proposal but it  
48 didn't matter.  
49  
50                 Then Proposal 166, this proposal would  
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1  allow -- would have closed all commercial fishing for  
2  salmon until 2011.  The Board opposed this proposal.  
3  
4                  167, this proposal sought to develop  
5  community quotas through the use of management planning  
6  committee.  In addition, the proposal asked the Board to  
7  consider closing commercial fishing for salmon for a  
8  period of seven years.  It was opposed by the Board.  
9  
10                 Proposal 168, this proposal sought to  
11 lower the guideline harvest level for chinook, summer  
12 chums and fall chums and reallocate the harvest of all  
13 three species.  This proposal was opposed by the Board.  
14  
15                 Proposal 169, this proposal would have  
16 allowed commercial permit holders in 4A to switch gear  
17 from the current set gillnet or fishwheel permits to  
18 drift gillnet.  The Board didn't give them the drift but  
19 they just let them stay at the set net.  
20  
21                 Proposal 170.  This proposal would have  
22 prohibited directed roe fishery.  They opposed this  
23 proposal.  
24  
25                 171, the proposal would have adopted a  
26 six inch maximum mesh size for District 1 and 2.  The  
27 Board opposed this one.  
28  
29                 172, this proposal sought to limit the  
30 maximum depth of fishwheel and gillnet gear to 47  
31 percent.  This proposal they opposed.  
32  
33                 Proposal 173, this proposal would have  
34 allowed catch and release sportfish for chinook salmon,  
35 they opposed, that's up river, way up river.  
36  
37                 Proposal 174, this proposal would have  
38 put the sport fishery on the same fishing schedule as  
39 subsistence fishing for salmon with gillnets and  
40 fishwheels in the Yukon area.  They opposed it.  
41  
42                 And then Proposal A, they adopted, which  
43 is the herring fishery.  Proposal A, this proposal was a  
44 Board generated proposal that resulted from an emergency  
45 petition to allow commercial fishing for herring  
46 throughout the entire Cape Romanzof herring district.   
47 They adopted this one.  
48  
49                 So that's how the proposals that the  
50 Board did in January for AYK.  
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1                  I don't have the Kuskokwim one, James  
2  Charles has it.  
3  
4                  MR. L. WILDE:  I have it.  Do you want me  
5  to -- it's right in your book.  
6  
7                  VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.  
8  
9                  MR. L. WILDE:  It's on Page 49.  
10  
11                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay.    
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I'd just point out for the  
14 record, also, from Pages 43 through 46 of what you just  
15 read into the record is also in our books.  
16  
17                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yeah.  
18  
19                 VICE CHAIR HANSON:  Okay, we'll have a 10  
20 minute break.  
21  
22                 (Off record)  
23  
24                 (On record)  
25  
26                 (Translators not present)  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay, our meeting back  
29 to order.  Next on our agenda is proposal review  
30 procedures.  
31  
32                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Lester.  
35  
36                 MR. L. WILDE:  On the agenda we approved  
37 D, Greg Roczicka or Item D on Regional Advisory Concerns  
38 and Comments.  
39  
40                 MS. GREGORY:  Well, yeah, but.....  
41  
42                 MR. L. WILDE:  Is that where you want it?  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, get back to that,  
45 okay.  
46  
47                 (In Yup'ik)   
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I thought we go.....  
50  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, okay, go ahead.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, that's  
6  why I asked at the beginning of the meeting if there was  
7  a place where members had a chance just to toss out  
8  informational items and so far there is one issue that  
9  I'd like to make people aware of that may or may not be  
10 becoming before us during the coming regulatory cycle.  
11  
12                 But there is move a foot right now,  
13 there's legislation at the State level in form of Senate  
14 Bill 329 to allow the transfer of moose and it's  
15 primarily being put forward by an outfit called the  
16 Alaska Moose Federation that wants to move moose out of  
17 Anchorage, where they kill about 600 of them a year,  
18 they're getting nailed on hoods of cars and looking at a  
19 possible transfer of those moose out to rural areas where  
20 they could be used and one of the areas that they are  
21 looking at if the legislation does go through is the  
22 Lower Kuskokwim where the moratorium is in effect.  They  
23 have very strong financial backing from a lot of deep  
24 pockets throughout the state.  Lynden Air Transport has  
25 volunteered to use their C-130s to move those moose if it  
26 does become a possibility.  
27  
28                 So I just wanted to toss that out as an  
29 informational item, that it could be possible by next  
30 year that it'd be a never before attempted effort, it's  
31 going to take a lot of work with Department Staff, both  
32 on the State and Federal level and whether or not it  
33 might even be a possibility under the Refuge -- or under  
34 the Federal system.  But I just wanted to make people  
35 aware of that and have it in the back of your minds, that  
36 maybe we could be looking at a request in front of us to  
37 approve a transfer upwards of one to 200 moose into the  
38 Lower Kuskokwim to help enhance rebuilding the population  
39 in that area.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  Where's our translators?  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Not.....  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
46  
47                 I'll speak in Yup'ik when they come in.  
48  
49                 (Pause)  
50  
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1                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Alex.  
4  
5                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chairman, while we're  
6  waiting we have option to have evening session this  
7  evening, while we're waiting, what's the Council's  
8  wishes?  
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  Have one, 7:00 to 9:00.  
11  
12                 (In Yup'ik)   
13  
14                 Because, you know, some of us want to go  
15 home, too.  
16  
17                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
20  
21                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yeah.  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  
24  
25                 MS. HOFFMAN:  This is Bev, I don't mind  
26 an evening session.  
27  
28                 MR. A. NICK:  Yes, then.....  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay, we do a request  
31 and they accept our request.  
32  
33                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
34  
35                 MR. ANDREWS:  Beverly make a motion.  
36  
37                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yeah.  
38  
39                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I'll move that we have an  
40 evening session for more than two hours.  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Is there any second to  
45 the motion?  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Mary.  
50  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Discussion.  
4  
5                  REPORTER:  Harry.  Harry.  
6  
7                  MR. MIKE:  Question.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question.  Second -- I  
10 mean discussion.  
11  
12                 MR. MIKE:  Question.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question been called  
15 for.  All who favor say aye.  
16  
17                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
20  
21                 (No opposing vote)  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Motion carried.  We'll  
24 have an evening session tonight.  
25  
26                 MR. L. WILDE:  Par for the course.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  What happened to our  
29 translators?  
30  
31                 MR. A. NICK:  I think Don went to check  
32 on it.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  They were not doing  
35 anything anyway.  
36  
37                 (Laughter)  
38  
39                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, can we.....  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, can we -- unless  
44 it's going to cause problems can we still move forward?  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  I told them I would  
47 make my comments in Yup'ik.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I think, no, we got to  
50 have our translators.  We got to have our translators, we  
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1  got to be put on the record.....  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Uh-huh.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....before we do any  
6  other business.  
7  
8                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, as long as  
9  we're waiting for them, I had put that out on the table,  
10 I'd appreciate hearing any feedback that anybody has or  
11 any thoughts on it.  
12  
13                 MS. HOFFMAN:  This is Beverly.  I can't  
14 wait to -- if it goes through, I can't wait to see the  
15 first moose come off Lynden Cargo.  
16  
17                 (Laughter)  
18  
19                 MR. ANDREWS:  More wolves for the wolves  
20 down there.  
21  
22                 (Pause)  
23  
24                 MR. A. NICK:  Did you find them Don?  
25  
26                 MR. RIVARD:  They are nowhere to be seen.  
27  
28                 MR. A. NICK:  Oh.  
29  
30                 (Pause)  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  We cannot -- unable to  
33 continue without translators.  Translators not only  
34 translating, they also keep up the minutes.  For that  
35 reason we got to have minutes and translators -- what  
36 they translate.  We have never done before without  
37 translators and also.....  
38  
39                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  Tim, are you  
44 volunteering to go look for them at the Dorm?  
45  
46                 (Laughter)  
47  
48                 MR. ANDREW:  They're inside the building,  
49 their coats are still here.  
50  
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1                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Oh, okay.  
2  
3                  (Pause)  
4  
5                  MR. L. WILDE:  Aren't you recording the  
6  meeting?  
7  
8                  REPORTER:  Yes.  I do the recording and  
9  administrative transcript from the recording.  
10  
11                 MR. L. WILDE:  And the minutes.  
12  
13                 REPORTER:  And Alex does the minutes from  
14 my record is my understanding, and his own notes.  
15  
16                 MR. L. WILDE:  You do the minutes.  
17  
18                 REPORTER:  No, we don't do the minutes,  
19 Alex does them.  
20  
21                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
24  
25                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yeah, we have our court  
26 recorder who takes the recording and then Alex takes her  
27 -- he does the minutes that you see from her recordings  
28 so I don't see why we should need those interpreters  
29 unless we have somebody here that can't understand  
30 English.  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, you guys can do it in  
33 English, I want to do mine in Yup'ik, my comments.  
34  
35                 (Laughter)  
36  
37                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yeah, okay, well, just for  
38 you.  We're just holding the meeting up for your -- your  
39 wish.....  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  You can translate, too,  
44 Mary.  
45  
46                 MR. HANSON:  We need a translator for  
47 Jerry.  
48  
49                 (Laughter)  
50  
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1                  MR. BERG:  My Yup'ik is pretty limited.  
2  
3                  (Laughter)  
4  
5                  (Pause)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Well, okay, then we  
8  could continue.  
9  
10                 We'll go back to.....  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  I guess I'll wait until the  
13 second go around.  Item 9.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Item 9 (In Yup'ik).  
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Agenda, we're on Agenda  
20 Item 9, wildlife proposals for Council review and  
21 recommendation to the Federal Subsistence Board.  Tab D  
22 on your book here.  
23  
24                 Okay, Alex.  
25  
26                 MR. A. NICK:  Yeah, Mr. Chair, it was  
27 suggested by -- I believe it was by Carl during break  
28 that we include talking points during the -- in the  
29 procedures.  Could you come up to the mike and explain  
30 what would work best for us.  
31  
32                 Thank you.   
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  (In Yup'ik)   
35  
36                 MR. JACK:  Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
37 On the new role of the Inter-Agency Staff Committee,  
38 there's a provision there for the Staff Committee to  
39 present its talking points at the time when the proposals  
40 are reviewed.  And this information was supposed to have  
41 been transmitted to the coordinator and the suggestion is  
42 to put the talking points for the Staff Committee after  
43 number 4, after public comments specific to the  
44 proposals.  
45  
46                 Thank you.   
47  
48                 MR. L. WILDE:  In English so we could  
49 understand.  
50  
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1                  MR. JACK:  (In Yup'ik)  
2  
3                  There's a document to specify the role of  
4  the Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  For example, I'm the  
5  Inter-Agency Staff Committee member representing the  
6  Chair.  And before each of the proposals are put into the  
7  booklet, they are reviewed both by the leadership team  
8  and also by the Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  And under  
9  the new role, R-O-L-E for the Staff Committee, there's a  
10 provision there for the Staff Committee to present its  
11 talking points as the result of their review of the  
12 proposals.  And the request here is to put that after  
13 number 4 when you review under the proposal review  
14 procedure, and we are ready -- I am ready to present  
15 those talking points on behalf of the Inter-Agency Staff  
16 Committee.  
17  
18                 Quyana.  
19  
20                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
23  
24                 MR. L. WILDE:  For the record, would you  
25 please go over the proposal review procedures so that  
26 everybody understands them for the review of the  
27 proposals?  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Lester, proposal  
30 review procedures.  
31  
32                 1.      Introduction of proposal.  
33  
34                 2.      Biological, sociological  
35                         analysis.  
36  
37                 3.      Agency comments.  
38  
39                 4.      Public comments specific to the  
40                         proposal.  
41  
42                 5.      Summary of written comments.  
43  
44                 6.      Regional Council deliberation,  
45                         recommendation and justification.  
46  
47                 So that's the way that these proposals  
48 are supposed to be started using this procedure we have  
49 been using at this time.  
50  
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1                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, I got one  
2  question for Mr. -- my friend over there.  Didn't you  
3  state that agency Staff, the Inter-Agency talking points  
4  would like to be placed under four?  
5  
6                  MR. JACK:  After number 4.  
7  
8                  MR. L. WILDE:  After number 4.  
9  
10                 MR. JACK:  Before four and five.  
11  
12                 MR. L. WILDE:  Okay.  So we need to  
13 include that also into that review procedure.   
14  
15                 Thank you.   
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Mary.  
20  
21                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  I move that we put the  
26 Staff Committee talking points between number 4 and 5  
27 under the proposal review procedure.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion, second  
30 to the motion.  
31  
32                 MR. HANSON:  Second.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Second by John Hanson.   
35 Discussion.  
36  
37                 MR. L. WILDE:  Question.  
38  
39                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I have a question before  
40 the question.  
41  
42                 MR. L. WILDE:  Okay.  
43  
44                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I'm wondering what -- why  
45 is the reason this needs to be inserted here, is it  
46 something that was never done before or is this a chance  
47 for the Inter-Agency Committee to give us recommendation  
48 and was that never given before and why does it need to  
49 be inserted now or is it a typo that was missed or what's  
50 the purpose?  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Because it's not there.  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  What's the purpose?  
4  
5                  MR. JACK:  The purpose is to provide the  
6  information, the Staff Committee concerns related to the  
7  proposals to the Councils so you can include them in your  
8  deliberations.  It's part of a new procedure on the role  
9  of the Staff Committee.  
10  
11                 Thank you.   
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  And that was never done  
14 before?  
15  
16                 MR. JACK:  That was never done before.  
17  
18                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you.   
19  
20                 MR. JACK:  Thank you.   
21  
22                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Okay, I'm ready for the  
23 question.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
26 for.  All who favor say aye.  
27  
28                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
31  
32                 (No opposing vote)  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Motion carried.  First  
35 on our proposals is Proposal WP04-01, Unit 1, 225 Brown  
36 Bear, allow sale of handcraft made from fur submitted by  
37 Sue.....  
38  
39                 MS. GREGORY:  Entsminger.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Uh?  
42  
43                 MS. GREGORY:  Entsminger.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Entsminger.  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, it's on Page  
48 58.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
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1                  MR. BERG:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I'm going  
2  to operate the microphone here.  We have your Staff  
3  wildlife biologist, Pete DeMatteo, on the phone line here  
4  and he's going to present the Staff biological analysis  
5  over the teleconference, so I'll just be sitting here  
6  running the microphone for Pete and Tina while he gives  
7  his analysis.  So I guess we're ready for you Pete.  
8  
9                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Okay, thank you.  Mr.  
10 Chair.  Members of the Council.  Proposal 01 was  
11 submitted by Sue Entsminger of Tok.  And she requests  
12 that the allowance of handcraft items made from the fur  
13 of a brown bear.  
14  
15                 Mr. Chair, this proposal's being reviewed  
16 by you today because an adoption of this proposal by the  
17 Board would have statewide implications therefore it  
18 would affect people of your region.  Also I want to point  
19 out that there are two related proposals, that's Proposal  
20 53 and Proposal 78, these two proposals would legalize  
21 the sale of bear parts from black and brown bear  
22 harvested in Units 21(E) and 25 respectively.  This  
23 proposal, 01, would allow the sale of handcraft items  
24 made from the fur of brown bear as a means for  
25 subsistence users to have additional cash flow from hides  
26 that are not normally utilized.  The proponent notes that  
27 the use of brown bear hides is not available except for  
28 personal use items.  This proposal would benefit  
29 subsistence users by allowing them to fully use the bear  
30 hide.  
31  
32                 Mr. Chair, simply what it would do is if  
33 you look down the page there, the proposed Federal  
34 regulation would add the words, or brown bear, to the  
35 existing regulation that reads you may sell handcraft  
36 articles from the fur of a black bear.  
37  
38                 If adopted by the Board it would include  
39 brown bear as well.  
40  
41                 Brown bear populations throughout most of  
42 Alaska are generally stable and occupy all of their  
43 historic range.  The statewide average density of brown  
44 bear normally ranges from seven to 140 individuals per  
45 100 square miles.  A regulatory law enforcement framework  
46 to control illegal harvest or to control the legal sale  
47 of brown bear handcraft items is not currently in place,  
48 nor does it appear to be practical.  This proposal  
49 generates many legal, biological and cultural concerns.  
50  
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1                  Should the Board adopt this proposal some  
2  rural residents will find this practice culturally  
3  objectionable.  The sale of handcraft items made from  
4  brown bear parts could increase the potential for  
5  additional legal and illegal harvest possibly over-  
6  exploiting some populations.  
7  
8                  The development of a cash economy  
9  associated with the sale of wildlife products has often  
10 been shown to be detrimental to the species involved.  
11  
12                 Brown bear populations are usually small  
13 in number.  They have low population growth rates, low  
14 sustainable yields, higher commercial value, and are  
15 easily overharvested.  Adopting this proposal may result  
16 in increased illegal harvest and provide economic  
17 incentives that may lead to the wasting of some bear  
18 parts, such as the meat.  Commercial trade in brown bear  
19 fur handcrafts could lead to the increase in illegal  
20 trafficking of endangered populations of brown bear  
21 outside of Alaska.  Little to no information exists on a  
22 statewide basis regarding the use of black bear fur for  
23 the handcrafts for the past five years.  
24  
25                 Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion is  
26 to oppose the proposal.   
27  
28                 Thank you.   
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Do we have agency  
31 comment on this proposal.  
32  
33                 (No comments)  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  If there's none -- if  
36 there's no agency comment, public comment specific to  
37 this proposal.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Alex.  
42  
43                 MR. A. NICK:  We have couple of ADF&G  
44 representatives here, I think, Craig, our books show  
45 there's agency comment.  I could lend you my book here,  
46 we don't have extra.  We apologize.  
47  
48                 MR. L. WILDE:  What page?  
49  
50                 MR. A. NICK:  It's on Page 67.  
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1                  MR. WHITMORE:  Mr. Chairman, I.....  
2  
3                  REPORTER:  Mr. Whitmore.....  
4  
5                  MR. RIVARD:  You need to go up to the  
6  mike.  Go to the mike.  
7  
8                  MR. WHITMORE:  Mr. Chairman and Council  
9  members.  I'm here to represent the Fishery Division.  I  
10 have no authority or any familiarity with the game  
11 issues.  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  Could you state your name,  
14 please?  
15  
16                 MR. WHITMORE:  My name is Craig Whitmore  
17 with the Commercial Fisheries Division.  
18  
19                 REPORTER:  Thank you.   
20  
21                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, can we just.....  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
24  
25                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Can we just state, though,  
26 that on Page 67 ADF&G does not support this proposal.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
29  
30                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Although on Page 67 the  
31 Department does state the position of opposition, I was  
32 given a document prior to my returning from coming down  
33 here from Fairbanks that's dated March 1 of '04 with some  
34 further comments and in there it does say, although the  
35 Department does not support this proposal, the position  
36 is subject to change depending on the Board of Game on  
37 similar proposals at its current meeting going on at  
38 Fairbanks.  That action hasn't taken place as of yet so  
39 the Department then would be bound to support it.  
40  
41                 And I also noted that the Eastern  
42 Advisory Committee did support this proposal.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Public comments  
45 specific.....  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....to this.....  
50  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....proposal.  
4  
5                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Alex.  
8  
9                  MR. A. NICK:  I believe we have three  
10 public comments.  
11  
12                 First is from Upper Tanana Fortymile  
13 Local Fish and Game Advisory Committee.  The Upper Tanana  
14 during its December meeting, I believe, passed a  
15 recommendation to support Proposal 1.  
16  
17                 Another proposal [sic] is from The Alaska  
18 Professional Hunters Association.  Neil Webster provided  
19 comments on behalf of the Alaska Professional Hunters  
20 Association.  The Association opposes Proposal 1 and  
21 similar proposals regarding the sale of handicrafts from  
22 bears. The Alaska Board of Game, the Alaska Department of  
23 Fish and Game and others have opposed similar proposals.   
24 How can proposals like these comply with the requirements  
25 of ANILCA.  They do not comply with ANILCA.  
26  
27                 And the third comment is support of the  
28 proposal from AHTNA.  The AHTNA Incorporated support the  
29 proposal because it would allow the sale of handicrafts  
30 from the fur of a grizzly bear.  
31  
32                 And, Mr. Chairman, with your permission I  
33 have information from Eastern Interior and Seward  
34 Peninsula, would you like for me to read that record for  
35 you?  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
40 First is from Eastern Interior, the recommendation from  
41 Eastern Interior is to support the proposal.  And the  
42 justification is that the Regional Council wanted to be  
43 able to use brown bears taken for subsistence uses for  
44 their fullest expenses.  They did not feel that selling  
45 brown bear fur would be detrimental to brown bear  
46 populations or that it would be a law enforcement  
47 problem.  The Council stated that other wildlife furs  
48 that are currently sold from furbearers and other big  
49 game animals.  They also stated that hunting guides are  
50 allowed to make thousands of dollars for taking someone  
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1  out to shoot a brown bear, and that they would like to  
2  allow for subsistence taken bears to be fully utilized.   
3  
4                  And another is from Seward Peninsula  
5  Regional Subsistence Council.  The Seward Peninsula  
6  Subsistence Regional Advisory Council opposes Proposal 1.   
7  Justification is the Regional Council felt that the  
8  proposal would be more appropriate if it was done  
9  regionally and not statewide.  This change would not be  
10 acceptable in the Seward Peninsula region.  Adopting this  
11 proposal may also result in increasing illegal harvest  
12 and could provide economic incentives associated with  
13 bear hunting thus changing the incentive of bear hunters.  
14  
15                 Mr. Chair, that's the extent from other  
16 Regional Councils.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Say your name and who  
19 you represent.  
20  
21                 MR. UBERUAGA:  Good afternoon.  Rich  
22 Uberuaga, Office of Subsistence.  I worked on this  
23 proposal for Pete, helping him out writing it.  And I got  
24 some information just in the last two weeks that is  
25 pertinent.  
26  
27                 First the Wrangell-St. Elias Subsistence  
28 Resource Commission wrote us a letter in support of this  
29 proposal, in support of allowing brown/grizzly bear items  
30 made from fur.  
31  
32                 Second, the AHTNA people wrote us a  
33 letter on February 23rd changing their position.  The  
34 Copper River Native AHTNA joint committee met and  
35 reviewed these proposals again and they changed their  
36 position and they now do not support this proposal.  It  
37 is against their customary and traditional use to sell  
38 any handicraft part of a grizzly and brown bear.  
39  
40                 And finally, I want to make a correction  
41 on behalf of the proponent, Sue Entsminger.  Sue  
42 Entsminger sent us a letter last week saying that she had  
43 submitted this proposal for brown bear, grizzly bear, and  
44 she wanted to be more specific.  The State of Alaska and  
45 we manage brown bear and grizzly bear as one species.  In  
46 other words, brown and grizzly bear are the same animal.   
47 Brown bear live on the coast -- grizzly bear live  
48 Interior more.  Sue wanted.....  
49  
50                 MS. GREGORY:  Can you state what you mean  
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1  by we?  
2  
3                  MR. UBERUAGA:  The Alaska Department of  
4  Fish and Game and Federal Subsistence managers manage  
5  brown bear/grizzly bear as one species, okay.  Sue wanted  
6  to be more specific.  She felt that we were just  
7  addressing brown bear in general so she wrote us a letter  
8  just last week and said:  
9  
10                 I realize that brown and grizzly bear are  
11 managed as one species and understand that the proposal  
12 words were changed to brown bear and not grizzly.  I am  
13 requesting that my proposal be for the sale of the  
14 mountain grizzly and not the coastal brown bear fur made  
15 into handicraft items.  
16  
17                 So I think it's important to make that  
18 note that the proponent was very, very specific in that  
19 she did not agree with us lumping the brown and the  
20 grizzly bear together.  So she wanted to be specific to  
21 say I want to allow the use of mountain grizzly bear for  
22 the making of handicraft items.  
23  
24                 That's all I have, thank you, Mr. Chair.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Do we have  
27 other summary of written comments.  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Carl Jack.  
32  
33                 MR. JACK:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, my name is  
34 Carl Jack, Inter-Agency Staff Committee for the Chair.  
35  
36                 REPORTER:  Carl.  
37  
38                 MR. JACK:  What I recall.....  
39  
40                 REPORTER:  Carl, it went off again.  
41  
42                 MR. JACK:  Oh, it doesn't like me I  
43 guess.  
44  
45                 (Laughter)  
46  
47                 MR. JACK:  As I recall, the Staff  
48 Committee didn't have any comments, specific comments  
49 that departs from what is already written other than to  
50 say that they generally agreed with what's written in the  
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1  justification, i.e., that the regulatory framework for  
2  enforcement is not in place right now and this would have  
3  legal and cultural and biological concerns.  
4  
5                  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.  If  
8  there isn't any more we'll go to Number 6.  Number 6,  
9  Regional Council deliberation, recommendation and  
10 justification.  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, Mary Gregory.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Mary.  
15  
16                 MS. GREGORY:  I want to ask that  
17 gentleman who was just up before Carl, whether the brown  
18 -- black bear is already being used as a craft item?  
19  
20                 MR. UBERUAGA:  The black bear fur can be  
21 used as a handicraft item under both Federal and State  
22 law currently.  So it's legal to use black bear fur for  
23 handicrafts, not grizzly brown bear or brown/grizzly,  
24 whatever.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Okay.  My concern is in  
27 that area there are people who hunt black bear for  
28 subsistence use and the fur or the skin is used for your  
29 clothing and stuff like that and it's been that way for  
30 years.  So I am kind of cut up on the sale of the brown  
31 bear because we don't have that in our area.  
32  
33                 MR. UBERUAGA:  I believe the Alaska  
34 Department of Fish and Game legalized the black bear fur  
35 for handicraft items in 1998.  It's in the analysis and  
36 then the Federal Subsistence Board also adopted that same  
37 regulation in 2002 legalizing the sale of black bear fur  
38 for handicraft.  So black bear can be used for handicraft  
39 items and be sold, brown bear cannot be.  Brown or  
40 grizzly bear cannot be  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  So in the same light that  
43 we use the black bear skin for our clothing and some for  
44 handicraft for sale, I will go along with the lady who  
45 made the proposal specific to mountain grizzly.  I'll  
46 support that.  
47  
48                 MR. UBERUAGA:  And I'd like to apologize  
49 to Alex for not getting you this information on Sue's  
50 being more specific about the mountain grizzly.  I just  
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1  got this and I neglected to get that information to you  
2  and I apologize for that.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John.  
5  
6                  MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
7  Chairman.  Okay, on this Proposal here, 01, it just says  
8  brown bear.  If the Council is going to adopt it they  
9  would have to amend and put mountain grizzly instead of  
10 just brown bear.  It would have to be amended and  
11 changed.  
12  
13                 MR. UBERUAGA:  I'd like to refer your  
14 question to our wildlife biologist, Pete DeMatteo, on  
15 line, and let him answer that question if he can.  
16  
17                 MR. BERG: Yeah, go ahead, Pete.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  Is he there?  
20  
21                 (Laughter)  
22  
23                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair.  Mr. Hanson.   
24 Sue Entsminger, by submitting that letter last week, she  
25 in effect, amended her original proposal in changing it  
26 from brown bear to mountain grizzly.  So essentially what  
27 the Council's option here is to make a recommendation to  
28 the Board on her amendment which is to add the language  
29 mountain grizzly to the existing language that says you  
30 may sell handcraft items of fur of a black bear and what  
31 she's proposing, or mountain grizzly bear.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
34  
35                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I guess I'd have a follow  
36 up question on that.  Do you have the ability to  
37 determine between a mountain grizzly and a brown bear or  
38 another grizzly from another area of the state at this  
39 point in time?  
40  
41                 MR. DEMATTEO:  That's a very good  
42 question, Mr. Roczicka.  You've got to remember the  
43 proponent who's writing this proposal and also the  
44 amendment is seeing this through an Interior Alaska  
45 perspective.  And we all know that the brown bears in the  
46 Interior part of Alaska are much smaller.  They're  
47 basically, genetically the same animals, but to refine  
48 her proposal she is concentrating now on the smaller  
49 brown bears, the people in the Interior sometimes call  
50 them grizzly bears that live in the mountainous regions  
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1  of the Interior.  But other than visual differences,  
2  other than weight, it would be pretty tough to  
3  differentiate between the two animals.  
4  
5                  There was a time when brown bears were  
6  managed by brown bears from the coast, I think 150 miles  
7  in, and everything past that in the Interior were grizzly  
8  bears, we don't do that anymore, now it's just all brown  
9  bear.  
10  
11                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Pete.  Mr.  
12 Chairman, I don't believe I can support this proposal nor  
13 could I support the amendment at this time.  I tend to  
14 agree with the conclusion that was reached by the Seward  
15 Peninsula Advisory Committee as well.  If we could deal  
16 with this on a region to region basis, then, yes, I could  
17 support it.  But that ability is not there at this point  
18 in time.  And over the years as I've dealt with this  
19 issue around the state, one thing I've found is there is  
20 a very, very wide variation in the way people feel, even  
21 within regions, on many occasions.  And so at this point  
22 in time I recommend and feel towards opposing.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
25  
26                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chairman, I concur with  
27 Greg Roczicka and the comments from the agency and the  
28 Office of Subsistence Management that I, too, cannot  
29 support this proposal for the very reasons, the fear of  
30 over-exploitations, some people having difference of  
31 cultural acceptance so, I, too, cannot support this  
32 proposal.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Other Councils.  
35  
36                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester Wilde.  
39  
40                 MR. L. WILDE:  I move that the Yukon  
41 River -- what are we called now?  
42  
43                 MS. GREGORY:  YKD, Yukon Kuskokwim Delta.  
44  
45                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yukon Kuskokwim Delta  
46 Regional Council go on record to oppose Proposal WP04-01.  
47  
48                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I second the motion, Bob  
49 Aloysius from Kalskag.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion and a  
2  second.  Discussion.  
3  
4                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
7  
8                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, I guess I'd like it  
9  reflected in our action however that it is because of the  
10 region by region, if there was a way to address that in  
11 the management structure and process then I could look at  
12 it positively, but the way that it is right now is the  
13 reason that I am in opposition to it.  
14  
15                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
18  
19                 MR. L. WILDE:  The reason I was -- when I  
20 made the motion to oppose this, I've talked to a number  
21 of people, both up river and around the area that I serve  
22 and they didn't see any reason why this would enhance the  
23 region in one way or the other because of the lack of the  
24 animal in this region and the opposition of the people in  
25 the upper regions.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more discussion.  
28  
29                 (No comments)  
30  
31                 MR. L. WILDE:  Question, Mr. Chair.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question been called  
34 for.  Roll call.  
35  
36                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
37  
38                 MR. L. WILDE:  Was that my motion -- oh,  
39 yes, I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman, that was my motion.  
40  
41                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Clarification on a yes or  
42 no vote.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, it is my  
45 understanding of Robert's Rules that a person who made a  
46 motion cannot ask for the question on the motion.  
47  
48                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Mary.  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  I'm just writing the names  
2  down before I call it.  
3  
4                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.    
5  
6                  MR. ANDREWS:  I say question.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, I request for a  
9  roll call.  
10  
11                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like a  
12 clarification, a yes vote means that we oppose?  
13  
14                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
15  
16                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Okay.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes means no.  
19  
20                 (Laughter)  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
23  
24                 (Laughter)  
25  
26                 MR. L. WILDE:  For a point of  
27 clarification, Mr. Chairman.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
30  
31                 MR. L. WILDE:  On my motion, I made a  
32 motion to oppose.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes, that's right, if we  
35 oppose it it will be a yes vote.  If I say no I'm against  
36 you.  
37  
38                 MR. L. WILDE:  If you oppose the motion  
39 say yes.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  Nick Andrews.  
42  
43                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
46  
47                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
6  
7                  MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
12  
13                 MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  Mary Gregory, no.  Beverly  
16 Hoffman.  
17  
18                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
19  
20                 MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
21  
22                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
23  
24                 MS. GREGORY:  Two, four, six, eight --  
25 eight yea, one nay.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Motion carried.  Okay,  
28 next region specific proposals, WP04-50.  
29  
30                 MR. BERG:  Yeah, go ahead, Pete.  
31  
32                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair.  Proposal 50  
33 was submitted by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional  
34 Council and this proposal would combine the regulatory  
35 hunt area descriptions for Unit 18 caribou.  It would  
36 also add 15 days to the existing regulatory season and it  
37 would extend the meat on the bone requirement to the  
38 portion of Unit 18 north of the Yukon River.  The  
39 proposed change would also remove the meat on bone  
40 regulatory language for Unit 18 caribou from Subpart D.   
41  
42                 At the fall 2003 meeting of the Alaska  
43 Board of Game the Board extended the caribou season for  
44 Unit 18 by two weeks changing the harvest limit to bulls  
45 only and adopted a unit-wide meat on bone salvage  
46 requirement.  If the Federal Subsistence Board adopts the  
47 provisions specified in Proposal 42 that would limit the  
48 fall harvest to one bull.  Adoption of this proposal  
49 would align State and Federal caribou regulations for  
50 Unit 18 and would nullify the caribou component of  



00056   
1  Proposal 52.  Proposal 52, Mr. Chair, is for caribou and  
2  moose.  
3  
4                  If you look halfway down the page a  
5  proposed Federal regulation would extend the season from  
6  March 31st and would close the season on April 15th.  It  
7  would also eliminate the language that describes those  
8  portions north of the Yukon River and those portions  
9  south of the Yukon River just making one regulation for  
10 the entire unit, and the harvest limit would remain at  
11 five caribou.  
12  
13                 Also what it would change is in the  
14 general provisions for taking wildlife which is in the  
15 front of the regulations book, I believe on Page 21, it  
16 would eliminate the language south of the Yukon River  
17 that follows Unit 18.  So it would require you to salvage  
18 all the edible meat for all of Unit 18, rather than just  
19 a portion south of Unit 18.  
20  
21                 Mr. Chair, the YK Council is no stranger  
22 to this proposal, as in the past you've requested that  
23 the Board do the same for caribou south of the Yukon  
24 River, the Board, of course, adopted that regulation.   
25 Residents of Unit 18, residents of St. Michael, Stebbins,  
26 Togiak, Twin Hills, Upper Kalskag and Manokotak have  
27 customary and traditional use determination for caribou  
28 in Unit 18.  
29  
30                 Mr. Chair, along with the expanded  
31 distribution of the Mulchatna Caribou Herd on Unit 18  
32 winter range, the disappearance of the smaller herds, the  
33 Kilbuk, Andreafsky, and the Kuskokwim Caribou Herds  
34 eliminated the need for herd-specific management and  
35 separate regulatory harvest regimes.  Without further  
36 need to protect the smaller herds, the proposed  
37 reclassification of Unit 18 hunt areas is warranted.   
38 Current herd size and distribution of the Mulchatna  
39 Caribou Herd would place any additional harvest caused by  
40 the proposed regulations within harvest guidelines.   
41 Ongoing agency and public concerns of meat spoilage from  
42 caribou harvested during the fall and spring warrant  
43 additional transport restrictions north of the Yukon  
44 River.  For reasons of cutting weight and/or reduce in  
45 bulk non-local hunters who access public lands in Unit 18  
46 by boat or airplane sometimes find it necessary to debone  
47 the meat of harvested caribou.  While the reduction in  
48 weight and bulk favors weight limitations in the return  
49 trip hunt, the boned meat induces spoilage in unfavorable  
50 temperatures or when transported in non-breathable bags  



00057   
1  or containers.  
2  
3                  Adoption of this proposal would comply  
4  with current harvest guidelines and would provide  
5  additional harvest opportunity to harvest caribou during  
6  the longer days of spring.  Adoption of the proposed  
7  regulations would also favor the reduction in meat  
8  spoilage during transport from the harvest site in Unit  
9  18 north of the Yukon River.  A unit-wide meat on bone  
10 requirement would also comply with local harvest and  
11 transport methods that refrain from deboning harvested  
12 meat.  
13  
14                 Local residents traditionally transport  
15 harvested meat on the bone from the harvest site and  
16 hindquarters until processed for human consumption.   
17 Because of this, adoption of the proposed regulation  
18 would not adversely affect the caribou population or  
19 Federally-qualified subsistence users.  
20  
21                 The preliminary conclusion is to support  
22 the proposal and the proposed language follows halfway  
23 down Page 75.  It would read:  
24  
25                 Unit 18, five caribou and the season  
26                 would be August 1st through April 15th,  
27                 and would also eliminate the language  
28                 south of the Yukon River in the general  
29                 provisions.  
30  
31                 Thank you.   
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Biological  
34 and sociological analysis.  
35  
36                 MR. A. NICK:  Already.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Already.  Agency  
39 comments.  Would you say your name.  
40  
41                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
42 My name is Tracie Krauthoefer, and I want to clarify that  
43 I'm with the Division of Subsistence with Fish and Game,  
44 and not Wildlife Conservation, but I will be happy to  
45 read agency comments into the record.  
46  
47                 Alaska Department of Fish and Game is in  
48 support of this proposal.  At its fall 2003 meeting, the  
49 Alaska Board of Game extended the caribou season by two  
50 weeks in Unit 18 and adopted a unit-wide meat on bone  
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1  salvage requirement.  Adoption of this proposal will  
2  align the State and Federal hunting regulations in Unit  
3  18 if the provision for limiting the fall harvest to one  
4  bull specified in Proposal WP04-42 is also adopted.  
5  
6                  Thank you.   
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.   
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, I have a  
11 question of Tracie.  Can you explain that one bull  
12 specified in 02 -- what's 02 about, 42?  
13  
14                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Member Gregory, I'm not  
15 sure.  
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  Okay.  
18  
19                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  I can't explain that,  
20 I'm sorry.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
23  
24                 MR. BERG:  Pete, can you answer that  
25 question for Mary?  
26  
27                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes, I can.  Ms. Gregory,  
28 if the Federal Board adopts the provision specified in  
29 Proposal 42, okay -- this is Proposal 50, but in Proposal  
30 42, that will limit the fall harvest to one bull, okay,  
31 and it would be five caribou, one bull and adoption of  
32 this proposal then, 50, adoption of Proposal 50 would  
33 align State and Federal caribou regulations for Unit 18.  
34  
35                 MS. GREGORY:  Does that mean you only get  
36 one bull instead of five, or explain it more.  
37  
38                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Let me go back a little  
39 further.  The Alaska Board of Game, at its fall 2003  
40 meeting, they extended the season by two weeks to allow  
41 additional opportunity but they changed the harvest limit  
42 to bulls only.   
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  If I understand you, Mr.  
45 DeMatteo, it's when the -- during the extended period to  
46 April 15, you can only catch a bull as opposed to the  
47 other one, August?  
48  
49                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, there's quite  
50 an echo effect in your room there, could somebody repeat  
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1  that question for me, please?  
2  
3                  MR. RIVARD:  This is Don Rivard with the  
4  Office of Subsistence Management.  Mary, maybe to help  
5  with clarifying this a little bit.  We are going to be  
6  taking up Proposal 42 a little bit later, but for right  
7  now you might want to look on Page 109 in your book,  
8  that's the preliminary conclusion for Proposal 42.  Pete,  
9  you might also want to be looking at that in helping me  
10 explain this a little bit.  
11  
12                 That's the preliminary Staff conclusion  
13 for Proposal 42, right on the very top of Page 109.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  July 1 through November 30,  
16 okay.  
17  
18                 MR. RIVARD:  And you'll see there that it  
19 says five caribou, however, no more than one bull may be  
20 taken from August 1st to November 30th.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Uh-huh.  
23  
24                 MR. RIVARD:  That's probably different  
25 than what the State has come up with and maybe Pete can  
26 clarify that, but that's a possibility.  These proposals  
27 are related to one another.  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  I understand that now.   
30 It's the rutting period, too, when they start tasting  
31 kind of bad.  
32  
33                 (In Yup'ik)   
34  
35                 Thank you.   
36  
37                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Greg, I'm trying  
40 to.....  
41  
42                 REPORTER:  Harry.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....move through.....  
45  
46                 REPORTER:  Harry, turn your mike on.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....the procedures  
49 right now.  
50  
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1                  MR. L. WILDE:  Harry, your mike.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  What I say is I'm trying  
4  to go through these procedure, trying to follow.  Talking  
5  points at this time.  
6  
7                  MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, Carl Jack on  
8  Staff Committee talking points.    
9  
10                 In general at one time, the Staff  
11 Committee talked about the level of unreported harvest,  
12 there's some comments in the analysis that it could go up  
13 to half of what is being reported.   
14  
15                 And the second point is that this  
16 regulation will make it for all -- make it all for one  
17 unit.  
18  
19                 That's the talking points, thank you.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
22 Summary of written comments, if we have any.  
23  
24                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Alex.  
27  
28                 (Interpreters Return)  
29  
30                 MR. A. NICK:  There are no public  
31 comments but we have information from Seward Penn on  
32 Proposal 50.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  
35  
36                 MR. A. NICK:  Seward Peninsula Council, I  
37 believe, is what this one is, Seward Penn Council support  
38 Proposal 50 and justification is this proposal would  
39 align -- this would align Federal and State regulation  
40 making it clear -- making it -- let me read it over.   
41 Justification states this would align Federal and State  
42 regulations making it easier for subsistence users to  
43 follow local game laws.  A unit-wide meat on bone  
44 requirement would also comply with local harvest and  
45 transport methods that refrain from deboning harvested  
46 meat.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.  Next,  
49 Number 6, Regional Council deliberation, recommendation  
50 and justification on Proposal WP04-50.  
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1                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chairman.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
4  
5                  MS. HOFFMAN:  I feel that we should  
6  support this proposal, that it does align the Federal and  
7  State,  less confusion for people and allows that extra  
8  time for harvest, everything is more clear.  I feel that  
9  we should support it.  
10  
11                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  There's no motion.  
12  
13                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Excuse me?  
14  
15                 MR. L. WILDE:  Are you moving to adopt?  
16  
17                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I will move to adopt this  
18 proposal.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
21 floor, is there any second to the motion?  
22  
23                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Second.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Second?  
26  
27                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Second by Bob Aloysius,  
28 Kaltag.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob Aloysius second it.   
31 Discussion.  
32  
33                 MR. MIKE:  Question.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
36 for.  I'll ask again for roll call.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  Can I ask those guys to  
39 write your names down, translators (In Yup'ik).  
40  
41                 Write down our names so I can use it for  
42 my roll call voting.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  You have a list of the  
45 people right there.  
46  
47                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Here, right here.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Where?  
50  



00062   
1                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Right there.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Andrews.  
4  
5                  REPORTER:  Mary.  
6  
7                  MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
8  
9                  MR. RIVARD:  Could you turn your mike on.  
10  
11                 REPORTER:  Mary.  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  Andrews.  Nick Andrews, yes  
14 or no?  
15  
16                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
19  
20                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
23  
24                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
27  
28                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
35  
36                 MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  Mary Gregory, yes.  Beverly  
39 Hoffman.  
40  
41                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
42  
43                 MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
44  
45                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
46  
47                 MS. GREGORY:  Unanimous WP04-50, okay.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Proposal WP04-50 is  
50 unanimously accepted by Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Advisory  
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1  Council.  
2  
3                  Next on our agenda is WP04-51.  
4  
5                  MS. GREGORY:  Proposal 51?  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah.  
8  
9                  MR. BERG:  Okay, go ahead Pete.  
10  
11                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, Proposal 51 was  
12 submitted by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Council.   
13 And this proposal would establish a five year moratorium  
14 on moose hunting in the Kuskokwim River Drainage of Unit  
15 18 and the areas easterly of Dall Lake and Taxliksik (ph)  
16 Lake and that portion south of the Kuskokwim River  
17 Drainage to encourage the establishment of the moose  
18 population capable of supporting annual harvest.  
19  
20                 Mr. Chair, if you turn one page back to  
21 81 you'll see the area that the proposal mentions on Page  
22 81 is the area, it's outlined in a dark grey line there  
23 in the Kuskokwim.  This is the affected area that the  
24 proposal would request a five year moratorium on moose.  
25  
26                 Moose habitat along the Kuskokwim River  
27 Drainage is capable of supporting considerably more moose  
28 than currently reside there.  The harvest of moose out of  
29 season, particularly cows is the primary reason that a   
30 moose population has never become established.  The Lower  
31 Kuskokwim Advisory Committee has worked for several years  
32 with the Department of Fish and Game, the U.S. Fish and  
33 Wildlife Service and area villages to consider approaches  
34 to this problem.  The preferred solution modeled after  
35 successful efforts on the Yukon River below Mountain  
36 Village is to close the season for five years or until  
37 the population grows to 1,000 moose to allow the moose  
38 population to become established and then reopen a bulls  
39 only season.  And understanding and commitment to this  
40 strategy by local residents is needed for successful and  
41 considerable efforts have been expended to communicate  
42 with village residents regarding this effort.  
43  
44                 Several resolutions of support have been  
45 received for this strategy from most of the villages  
46 within the affected area giving reason to believe that  
47 this plan would be successful.  The proposed change to  
48 the current regulations for the Yukon River Drainage in  
49 Unit 18 extends the moose hunting season in Unit -- and  
50 Yukon River Drainage below Mountain Village.  The moose  
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1  population along the Yukon River below Mountain Village  
2  has grown and no longer requires separate management from  
3  the rest of the Yukon River Drainage.  
4  
5                  This change will simplify regulations, it  
6  would provide additional subsistence hunting opportunity  
7  and avoid confusion for hunters with no adverse impact on  
8  the Yukon River moose population.  
9  
10                 Mr. Chair, if you look on the following  
11 page, Page 83, halfway down the page is the proposed  
12 regulations for Unit 18 moose.  
13  
14                 Essentially if this proposal were adopted  
15                 by the Federal Subsistence Board in Unit  
16                 18, that portion east and south of the  
17                 line from the mouth of the Ishkowik River  
18                 to the closest point of Dall Lake and to  
19                 the eastern most point of Taxliksik Lake  
20                 and then along the northern boundary of  
21                 the Kuskokwim River Drainage to the Unit  
22                 18 border.  That area would have no open  
23                 season.  
24  
25                 And then, of course, it would be Unit 18  
26                 remainder, everything outside that, would  
27                 remain as one antlered bull and you'll  
28                 see that on the top of Page 84, the  
29                 following page.  Unit 18 remainder, one  
30                 antlered bull, 10 day hunt to occur  
31                 between December 1st and February 28th,  
32                 would be open by announcement.  
33  
34                 Unit 18, the Draft Lower Kuskokwim Moose  
35 Strategy which you can see on the lower half of Page 85  
36 in your book was presented to the affected villages to  
37 attain their support.  The strategy calls for a moose  
38 hunting moratorium of five years or until, as we  
39 mentioned before, a minimum of 1,000 moose have been  
40 counted on the Lower Kuskokwim.  
41  
42                 At the fall 2003 meeting of the Alaska  
43 Board of Game, the Board closed the moose season in a  
44 portion of Unit 18, the State regulation allows moose  
45 hunting in a portion of the unit south of Eek, the Eek  
46 River Drainage.  The Lower Kuskokwim River moose  
47 population continues to exist at extremely low numbers  
48 and low density.  Based on results from 2002 and a 2000  
49 population survey the total population estimates were 108  
50 for the 2002 survey and 70 moose for the 2000 survey.  
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1                  Population densities calculated within  
2  strata from 2002 and 2000 surveys were extremely low.   
3  Based on results from the 2002 survey estimated densities  
4  were less than .5 and .01 moose per square mile for the  
5  high and low density areas respectively.   
6  
7                  If this proposal were adopted by the  
8  Federal Subsistence Board, a five year moratorium on  
9  moose hunting in the Kuskokwim River Drainage should  
10 allow for the establishment of a moose population capable  
11 of supporting annual harvest.  There are approximately  
12 10,000 residents along the Kuskokwim Drainage in Unit 18  
13 who would benefit from a moose population capable of  
14 supporting harvest.  Currently most of the residents hunt  
15 moose up river in Unit 19 where hunting pressure is  
16 intense.  After a moose population is established which  
17 can support annual harvest, up river hunting pressure by  
18 Unit 18 residents is likely to diminish providing a  
19 benefit to Unit 19 residents as well.  
20  
21                 The moose population along the Yukon  
22 River below Mountain Village has grown and can now  
23 support additional hunting opportunity provided by the  
24 proposed change in the regulation.  Hunting pressure on  
25 the up river moose population of the Yukon River would  
26 likely decrease as more opportunity is created below  
27 Mountain Village.  
28  
29                 For the duration of the moratorium,  
30 hunters in the Kuskokwim River Drainage would need to  
31 travel up river out of Unit 18 to hunt moose or hunt  
32 moose in the Yukon River Drainage.  The practical effect  
33 of this is minor but there are so few moose in the lower  
34 Kuskokwim River Drainage that most hunters in the area  
35 are unsuccessful.  With large numbers of caribou  
36 wintering in the southern Unit 18 in recent years, the  
37 effects of the proposed closure on subsistence users is  
38 expected to be minimal.  In the lower Yukon River  
39 Drainage subsistence users will benefit with the  
40 simplified regulations and increased opportunity to  
41 harvest moose.  Hunters will have additional moose  
42 hunting opportunity with the additional nine days to the  
43 fall hunting season and 10 days to the winter season.  
44  
45                 Mr. Chair, with that, the preliminary  
46 conclusion is to support the proposal.  
47  
48                 Thank you.   
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Now is  
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1  biological, sociological analysis.  Already.  Agency's  
2  comment.  
3  
4                  MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
5  Tracie Krauthoefer with Fish and Game again.  The  
6  Department supports this proposal with modification.  At  
7  its fall 2003 meeting, the Alaska Board of Game closed  
8  the moose season in a portion of Unit 18 that is slightly  
9  different from the closure area described in this  
10 proposal.  The State regulation allows moose hunting in  
11 the portion of the unit south of the Eek River Drainage  
12 which is proposed for closure in this proposal.  To align  
13 the State and Federal areas and seasons and minimize the  
14 potential for confusion, we recommend the description of  
15 the area proposed for closure be modified as follows:  
16  
17                 Unit 18, that portion easterly of a line  
18                 from the mouth of the Ishkowik River to  
19                 the closest point of Dall Lake, then to  
20                 the eastern most point of -- I don't know  
21                 how to say that lake -- then along the  
22                 northern boundary of the Kuskokwim River  
23                 Drainage to the Unit 18 border and north  
24                 of and including the Eek River Drainage.  
25  
26                 If there is no significant difference  
27 between the existing State area description and that  
28 recommended in this proposal this point should be made to  
29 the affected Regional Councils, otherwise the Department  
30 recommends that differences between descriptions of areas  
31 within game management units be minimized in the State  
32 and Federal regulations.  
33  
34                 Thank you.   
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob.  
37  
38                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Do you have a map that is  
39 available for the change?  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chair.  I can explain  
42 her (In Yup'ik).....  
43  
44                 (Laughter)  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  And they're both  
47 misspelled.  Ishkowik is between the -- just across from  
48 Quinhagak on the Kuskokwim Bay and Dall Lake is behind  
49 Chefornak and Taxliksik is behind Nunapitchuk.  So it's  
50 kind of like this.  
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1                  (In Yup'ik)   
2  
3                  That long lake, when we go home we'll see  
4  Taxliksik, it's a long lake going toward the ocean.  
5  
6                  MR. BERG:  Mr. Chairman.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Jerry.  
9  
10                 MR. BERG:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I think we  
11 should ask Pete, it looks to me that the area  
12 descriptions are the same at this point; is that right,  
13 Pete, are there differences?  
14  
15                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, to my  
16 understanding they're pretty near similar.  How different  
17 they are I'm not quite sure.  But to my understanding  
18 they're almost the same.  Maybe there's someone there  
19 that can help clarify that even further, but, at least  
20 that's what we were told by the Alaska Department of Fish  
21 and Game.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don.  
24  
25                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, may I direct your  
26 attention to the bottom of Page 84, and this comment  
27 actually comes from the State in their updated comments,  
28 and I'll read it for the record as well, the note, it  
29 says the definition in the State regulation that you see  
30 just above for residents:  
31  
32                 Easterly of a line, versus the definition  
33 in the proposed Federal regulation of east and south of  
34 the line aren't materially different.   
35  
36                 The portion that is different is under  
37 Federal regulations, there is a closed season south of  
38 the Eek River Drainage already where the State still has  
39 a resident open season but no non-resident season.  With  
40 the next round of discussions with Quinhagak, Goodnews  
41 Bay and Platinum, the State is likely to emulate the  
42 Federal regulations but will likely wait for village  
43 consensus prior to making such a proposal.  Another local  
44 planning process to improve moose numbers south of the  
45 Eek River Drainage will likely be needed.  
46  
47                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Don.  Public  
50 comments specific to the proposal.  
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1                  MR. SNOW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair and  
2  Council members.  Patrick Snow with the U.S. Fish and  
3  Wildlife Service representing Yukon Delta National  
4  Wildlife Refuge.  Mike Rearden asked me to convey a  
5  letter to all of you, and for the sake of time I'd like  
6  to cover the whole letter right now which conveys his  
7  feelings on WP04-51, as well as WP04-42.  If you want me  
8  to come back and discuss 42 at a later time I can do  
9  that.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Maybe you could come  
12 back and discuss on 52.  
13  
14                 MR. SNOW:  Okay.  
15  
16                 MR. A. NICK:  42.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  42.  
19  
20                 MR. SNOW:  Okay, and that being the case  
21 I'll cover what he says about 51 and come back later for  
22 42.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, okay.  
25  
26                 MR. SNOW:  Thank you.  
27  
28                 I apologize for not being at your  
29 meeting.  It was my intention to be there but I had to  
30 unexpectedly attend a meeting in Virginia.  Assistant  
31 Manager Patrick Snow will represent the Refuge at this  
32 meeting and report to me the results.  There are several  
33 proposals I would like to comment on in hopes that it  
34 will help you make your decisions.  
35  
36                 Concerning Proposal WP04-51, this is a  
37 very important proposal that has two major parts.  One  
38 part establishes a moratorium or closed season on moose  
39 along the Kuskokwim and the other will make seasons for  
40 the lower Yukon below Mountain Village the same as the  
41 area above Mountain Village in Unit 18.  The moratorium  
42 is something the village residents along the Kuskokwim  
43 have agreed to as the best way to increase the population  
44 of moose.   
45  
46                 This agreement took several years to  
47 accomplish and we believe residents are supportive of  
48 this proposal.  
49  
50                 The Lower Kuskokwim Advisory Committee  
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1  supported it as do the majority of all of the villages on  
2  the Kuskokwim.   
3  
4                  In December the Board of Game passed the  
5  regulation establishing the moratorium, therefore, on the  
6  lands managed by State such as all corporation lands,  
7  other private lands, the moratorium area is already  
8  established.  I strongly urge that you support this  
9  moratorium on Federal lands as well.  I firmly believe  
10 that in a few years we will see results similar to what  
11 occurred on the Yukon River when they established a  
12 moratorium.  
13  
14                 The other part of the proposal involves  
15 moving the line through Mountain Village that establishes  
16 different areas for management on the Yukon River.  I  
17 also support this for several reasons.  
18  
19                 The moose population on the lower Yukon  
20 is healthy and growing rapidly.  It is a good thing and I  
21 think it is appropriate that residents of that area have  
22 the increased opportunity to hunt.  Apparently some of  
23 you are concerned about problems during the winter hunt  
24 that will occur with this change.  I assure you that we  
25 will have law enforcement presence in that area during  
26 the winter hunt.  If problems occur we will address them.  
27  
28                 The State Board of Game already made this  
29 change in regulation during their December 2003 meeting,  
30 therefore, the majority of the land in the lower Yukon is  
31 already open for hunting.  It would be confusing to not  
32 have the same regulation on the Federal lands in the  
33 area.  
34  
35                 I understand your concerns, many people  
36 have worked hard and sacrificed to grow a healthy moose  
37 population in the lower Yukon area and don't want to see  
38 it slip back.  I don't think that will happen.  The  
39 number of young moose in this population suggests that it  
40 is very healthy and can withstand more hunting pressure.   
41 We will watch the moose carefully and if you or others  
42 notice problems arising with overharvest we will work  
43 with you to address the concerns.  
44  
45                 Thank you.   
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Talking  
48 points.  
49  
50                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, Carl Jack for  
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1  Inter-Agency Staff Committee talking points.  Staff  
2  Committee noted three points.  
3  
4                  The first one is what Don Rivard read on  
5  bottom of Page 84, and that is to note the difference in  
6  the Federal and State regulations.  
7  
8                  The second point is that the Staff  
9  Committee looked at this, the strategy is sound, the  
10 proposed moratorium being modeled after the successful  
11 lower Yukon moratorium.  
12  
13                 And third, also noted the level of  
14 support by the affected villages in the lower Yukon.  
15  
16                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
19 Summary of written comments.  
20  
21                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  The following  
22 villages supported the moose moratorium.  
23  
24                 Akiachak, Akiak, Atmautlusk, Bethel, Eek,  
25 Kasigluk, Kwethluk, Napaskiak, Napakiak, Nunapitchuk,  
26 Tuluksak, and Tuntutuliak.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.  Now,  
29 then Regional Council deliberation, recommendation and  
30 justification on Proposal WP04-51.  
31  
32                 John Hanson.  
33  
34                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
35 Chairman.  I support Proposal 51 for the moratorium on  
36 the Kuskokwim.  I support the opening of the portion of  
37 Unit 18 on the Yukon River the same with the upper  
38 portion of Unit 18, which is from Paimiut on down to  
39 Mountain, opening that as one from September 1 to  
40 September 30.  
41  
42                 Only thing that I have problem with is  
43 below Mountain Village opening that to winter hunting,  
44 that's the only problem I have and there's a lot of  
45 people in my village that are pretty leery about opening  
46 a winter season on that portion of the Yukon below  
47 Mountain.  Because once we build that moose population  
48 with a five year moratorium and extend it two years  
49 before we opened it and now they want to open winter  
50 hunting, that's going to really deplete the moose  
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1  population.  There'll be humans hunting them and right  
2  now there's wolves hunting the calves so we won't have  
3  too many calves to survive probably by next fall.  
4  
5                  If the Department either Fish and Game  
6  Department, Game Department or Fish and Wildlife would do  
7  surveys every winter and see how the population is  
8  responding I would support a winter hunt, otherwise, once  
9  we lose the population that we have grown up to what it  
10 is now, if that goes down, I don't think there's going to  
11 be very many people happy below Mountain Village.  
12  
13                 So the winter hunt, I don't support.   
14 They could stay probably another two years before they  
15 open winter hunt.  The upper part has more moose than  
16 below Mountain, from Mountain on up, yeah, that one there  
17 is okay for winter hunt and that's closer to Kuskokwim.   
18 So the lower part I don't think we should just go ahead  
19 and open it for winter hunt.  
20  
21                 Thanks.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, John.  I  
24 think all these years I have been looking at the  
25 proposals, I have never seen -- I never say nothing  
26 because I am a Chairman.  I don't think I be a Chairman  
27 all the time to keep quiet on this proposal.  
28  
29                 Not very long ago lower Yukon Advisory  
30 Committees, State Advisory Committees, they had a meeting  
31 talking about the lower Yukon, they were supporting it  
32 lower Yukon, they were saying, only thing, no hunting --  
33 moose hunting in winter time, that's what we supported  
34 down the lower Yukon.  The lower Yukon is a good thing to  
35 open it more, however, lower Yukon where the lines from  
36 Cape Romanzof to Kusolvak and to Mountain Village, it had  
37 the line there, the line from there -- below that line  
38 there's a lot of allotments, there's a lot of fish camps,  
39 and there's hunting area in that place there, especially  
40 below Mountain Village Mountain right now that they want  
41 to open.  They want to open to every person that can go  
42 in and hunt in that area.  So up river moose, up  
43 especially in 21(A) so they could take slack up, our  
44 young people be supporting down river, however, we got to  
45 put some kind of protection down there.  We got to put  
46 maybe amend this with no flying zone.  
47  
48                 In the Black River all the way up to  
49 Pastlok and from Pastlok to Mountain Village and from  
50 Mountain Village all the way down to 15, 20 miles north  
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1  of Kotlik, there's only way that we could protect our  
2  subsistence hunting areas and houses and camps and  
3  fishing camps so nobody will come into that area,  
4  airplane, and land or bringing hunters in that area, not  
5  only that people that come into hunting there should be  
6  Federally-qualified subsistence users.  I believe in  
7  that.  We work so hard, take us six years, moratorium in  
8  that area.  
9  
10                 When we start we didn't have no support  
11 from State, we didn't have no support from Federal.  We  
12 do ourself.  We holding up our young people, we talk to  
13 them, and they -- perfect -- it's not really perfect but  
14 they listen.  
15  
16                 I really think hard after I look at up  
17 river area where we don't satisfy even if we go hunting  
18 up there that only certain little place area and lot a  
19 moose up there average about one square mile about five  
20 moose, that's a lot of moose, something that we don't  
21 have below Mountain Village, but that hunting area down  
22 there is increasing, the moose is increasing and the  
23 wolves are increasing.  Most of the time I stay right  
24 there at lower end of 10-mile, 35 miles from Mountain  
25 Village my fish camp is, sometimes that we see summertime  
26 cow moose and two little calves.   
27  
28                 I think it's very important, something  
29 that has to be done.  
30  
31                 Thank you.   
32  
33                 Lester.  
34  
35                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  Hooper Bay,  
36 Scammon Bay, and Chevak were very much a part of the  
37 moratorium for the moose on the lower Yukon, and we  
38 supported the moratorium with all the support that we  
39 could give it thinking that in one day that moose  
40 population in the lower Yukon would be increased enough  
41 where those residents of those people in that depressed  
42 area, namely Hooper Bay and Chevak and Scammon Bay, where  
43 there's absolutely no other type of employment besides  
44 the regular government village corporation type of jobs  
45 are and the school, there are a number of people down  
46 there that have absolutely no way of supporting their  
47 subsistence activities as do the lower Yukon, where you  
48 guys eventually at some times have an open season for  
49 your fish so you might get some subsistence money to go  
50 out and get your meat.  
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1                  In Hooper Bay we just now, for the last  
2  -- the second year have a halibut plant and that does not  
3  bring in that much of income to Hooper Bay, so we, the  
4  people of Hooper Bay and the Native Village of Hooper Bay  
5  totally support the opening of the lower Yukon for the  
6  lower Yukon -- for the lower eight -- the lower Unit 18  
7  for that purpose.    
8  
9                  We want to totally stress the fact that  
10 only bull moose be taken on the winter hunt and that in  
11 the event that we'd like to specify that there would be  
12 no -- absolutely no consideration of any cow hunts in the  
13 winter season for that area.  
14  
15                 So I am totally in support of this  
16 proposal.  
17  
18                 And with that, Mr. Chairman, I would like  
19 to move that this proposal be adopted as written.  
20  
21                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I second.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Lester --  
24 well, both you guys, you give me pause for thought here,  
25 it's something I never realized you guys' had chewed over  
26 that much and I recognize that you don't want to lose 10  
27 years worth of work in just only a couple of years and  
28 I'm wondering if there might be a way to amend it here,  
29 if you really do want to focus on bulls, maybe if we  
30 might amend it back from that February 28 date.  
31  
32                 MR. L. WILDE:  I think there's already a  
33 proposal for -- I mean it's included in the proposal that  
34 only bulls can be taken.  It's already written in the  
35 proposal.  
36  
37                 MR. ROCZICKA:  It does say one bull,  
38 yeah, but in order to lessen the chance that cows would  
39 be taken, if we back off to that February 28 date to say  
40 January 10 or January 15 when a lot of bulls might still  
41 have their antlers and less cows would be taken by  
42 mistake.  
43  
44                 MR. L. WILDE:  I suppose we could submit  
45 another proposal to that effect, but this proposal that  
46 we're talking about was generated by this Council.....  
47  
48                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Uh-huh.  
49  
50                 MR. L. WILDE:  .....and because of the  
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1  concerns that we had.  And if we were to change that  
2  portion I suppose -- I don't know if this would entail  
3  another proposal.  Jerry, do you have an answer to that?  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, no, I  
6  believe that we can amend this proposal if it belongs to  
7  the Council already and even if we didn't we could put  
8  in.....  
9  
10                 MR. L. WILDE:  If it doesn't pass right  
11 now.....  
12  
13                 MR. ROCZICKA:  No, I'd say it's right  
14 there.  So I'd just toss that out as discussion and see  
15 how people might feel about it.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  
18  
19                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
20 Chairman. Yeah, I'd like to amend the proposal for the  
21 portion below Mountain Village.  
22  
23                 The proposal reads here, Unit 18  
24 remainder, one antler, a 10 day hunt to occur between  
25 December 1 and February 28.  That one there, I think, it  
26 should be amended.  
27  
28                 And the amendment that I would make is no  
29 winter hunt and the amendment would include a no fly zone  
30 which would go from Pastlok all the way to Mountain  
31 Village all the way over to the east end of Askinuk  
32 Mountain and then down to Cape Romanzof, inside that zone  
33 there be no flying -- no flying zones.  If they have to  
34 fly then they would have to either land at Nunam Iqua,  
35 Alakanuk, Emmonak or Kotlik or Scammon Bay.  That would  
36 be my proposal -- or amendment.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  Second the amendment.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion and a  
41 second.  Before we vote on it I would like to have some  
42 kind of wording of amendment modification, have some kind  
43 of help here.  
44  
45                 MR. HANSON:  Discussion too.  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Uh?  
48  
49                 MR. HANSON:  And discussion among the  
50 members.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah.   
2  
3                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
6  
7                  MR. L. WILDE:  I'm in opposition to the  
8  amendment because the winter hunt is what we're going to  
9  be depending on a lot, especially the people that can't  
10 afford to buy that gasoline in the summer time to go way  
11 up there to hunt where they hunt.  The reason why we were  
12 real -- the reason why we were happy about this proposal  
13 is it gave an opportunity for those people that are  
14 unable to hunt in the fall hunt because of the expense it  
15 takes to get up there, it's a lot less -- it's a lot  
16 cheaper to go by snowmachine, to go out and get your  
17 moose than it is to go by river.  And all of you that  
18 hunt that area know that's a fact.  
19  
20                 And I'm in total opposition to not having  
21 that winter hunt.  I think the winter hunt should be  
22 included even if it's down to a five day hunt, but there  
23 should -- we should give those people that don't have the  
24 ability to buy their gasoline an opportunity to go out  
25 and get some of their meat.  
26  
27                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I'm kind of piling up  
30 here.  We got proposal, we amend the proposal, we're  
31 still amending it.  
32  
33                 MS. HOFFMAN:  No, no, no, no.  
34  
35                 MR. L. WILDE:  I'm just speaking against  
36 the no winter hunt portion of the.....  
37  
38                 MR. ROCZICKA:  We have an amendment on  
39 the table but we haven't voted on it.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Don.  
42  
43                 MR. RIVARD:  Well, I think procedurally  
44 and somebody else may be able to clarify this for me as  
45 well, usually an amendment is a friendly amendment to the  
46 motion and it sounds like Mr. Lester Wilde is not for  
47 having that friendly amendment to his motion.  Is that  
48 the case?  
49  
50                 MR. L. WILDE:  That's absolutely the  
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1  case.  
2  
3                  MR. RIVARD:  Okay.  So I believe that the  
4  person who makes the motion has to be in agreement to a  
5  friendly amendment.  
6  
7                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, in light of  
8  that I withdraw my second to the amendment.  
9  
10                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr.....  
11  
12                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, let's try to go in  
15 -- there was a motion and a second, motion by John  
16 Hanson, second by Mary.....  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  I just withdrew my second.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Oh, you withdrew your  
21 second.  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  Uh-huh.  
24  
25                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, according to  
26 Robert's Rules of order, the motion to amend the main  
27 motion has died because of a lack of a second.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  Don.  
30  
31                 MR. RIVARD:  So what you have before you  
32 is Mr. Lester Wilde's motion to support the proposal as  
33 written, it was seconded by either Mary or Beverly.  
34  
35                 REPORTER:  Beverly.  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes, Beverly.  
38  
39                 MR. RIVARD:  By Beverly.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes.  
42  
43                 MR. RIVARD:  So that's on the table right  
44 now and you have the option of doing something with that,  
45 Mr. Chair.  
46  
47                 Thank you.   
48  
49                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  I'd like to add a friendly  
6  amendment to Lester's motion to include a 10 day hunt to  
7  occur between December 1 and December 31.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Andrew.  
10  
11                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yeah, my name is Nick  
12 Andrews, Sr.   
13  
14                 (In Yup'ik)   
15  
16                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, there has  
17 been no second on my friendly amendment.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Is there any second to  
22 the amendment, (In Yup'ik) -- say your amendment.  
23  
24                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  My friendly amendment was  
25 to have a 10 day opening to occur between December 1st  
26 and December 31.  
27  
28                 MR. L. WILDE:  For bulls only.  
29  
30                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes, for bulls only.  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  I second the motion.  
33  
34                 (In Yup'ik)   
35  
36                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chair.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
39  
40                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I'm going to have to vote  
41 against the amendment.  After I went and made that speech  
42 I read it a little closer here, I wish I would have read  
43 it more carefully at first, but the language that is in  
44 there says one antlered bull, and that gets over my fear  
45 about cows being taken and actually if you're looking at  
46 antlered bulls and you hold the season a little bit  
47 later, what you're going to be targeting is the smaller,  
48 younger animals that don't drop them so quickly and you  
49 are protecting your larger breeder bulls.  Just the  
50 little paddles and spike -- spike horns that keep their  
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1  horns later on into the winter.  
2  
3                  MR. L. WILDE:  That's how we want.....  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  So, yeah, and that's the  
6  one that people preferably hunt.  So this time I'd vote  
7  against the amendment.  
8  
9                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
12  
13                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yeah, in the proposal it  
14 states winter season to be announced.  
15  
16                 MS. GREGORY:  It's already in there.  
17  
18                 MR. L. WILDE:  It's already in there that  
19 there will be a winter hunt to be announced, and it's  
20 usually a 10 day hunt.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don.  
23  
24                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, I believe you  
25 probably already know this but the reason there's a  
26 fairly good period of time, what's it, three full months,  
27 for that announced winter season, is depending, probably,  
28 on the snow conditions and that that would allow people  
29 to get out there.  And if you make it more specific  
30 dates, you might not give the manager of the Refuge the  
31 option then to open it up at different times when  
32 conditions might be more favorable to get out there and  
33 hunt.  I think that's why there's such a large window of  
34 time.  
35  
36                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
37  
38                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
39  
40                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
43  
44                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Thank you.  I think before  
45 I speak, I know Nick Andrews was trying to speak and then  
46 I would like to speak, Mr. Chair.  
47  
48                 MR. ANDREWS:  Quyana.  
49  
50                 (In Yup'ik)   
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1                  INTERPRETER:  I wanted to say if you are  
2  in support of a winter hunt in the lower portion below  
3  Mountain Village, I wanted you to include in the language  
4  that the opening be for residents only and that there be  
5  no flying in the hunting period.  
6  
7                  MR. ANDREWS:  Quyana.  
8  
9                  INTERPRETER:  And I am in support of a 10  
10 day opening because we need the meat at that time.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  
13  
14                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
15 Chairman.  
16  
17                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr.....  
18  
19                 MR. HANSON:  I just want to respond  
20 to.....  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  Excuse me.  
23  
24                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Okay.  Mr. Chair, I am in  
25 support of this proposal.  And I go back to the letter  
26 that the Refuge manager Mike Rearden also stated in there  
27 that he knows there are concerns, you know, that there  
28 are those concerns that our Chair, Harry Wilde -- that  
29 you expressed, and that if there are problems that occur,  
30 that they'll be addressed and that he assured us that  
31 there will be law enforcement up there.  
32  
33                 I feel that, one, the moratorium is a  
34 good thing.  And Lester's motion that I seconded is also  
35 a good thing.  That it addresses a lot of different  
36 things, but I was very glad to get this letter by Mike  
37 Rearden addressing your concerns, and I really do believe  
38 that if there are problems that not only will they  
39 address them but that it will come in front of us again.  
40  
41                 Thank you.   
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  
44  
45                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, point of  
46 order.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  
49  
50                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  We're still talking about  
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1  the amendment to the motion, and based on that and  
2  information that I'm getting from these two guys on  
3  either side of me, I withdraw my friendly amendment.  
4  
5                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  John Hanson --  
8  next you -- next you, Lester.  
9  
10                 (Laughter)  
11  
12                 MR. HANSON:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I  
13 want to just explain to Nick Andrews in my own language.  
14  
15                 (In Yup'ik)   
16  
17                 INTERPRETER:  The words that you  
18 mentioned, I just made an amendment to address this  
19 regarding the winter hunt.  We are proposing to open from  
20 September 5th to the 25th in the lower area and this  
21 proposal it would align dates above that area -- above  
22 Mountain Village. This proposal to open the winter hunt,  
23 a lot of people in my area were opposed to because we had  
24 the moratorium to raise the numbers and we are afraid  
25 that if we open the winter hunt they will -- the numbers  
26 will diminish very fast and for that reason I made this  
27 amendment from the area with boundaries from Kotlik to  
28 Pastlok and to Mountain Village behind Kusolvak to (In  
29 Yup'ik) in this area down to Cape Romanzof.  My proposal  
30 was that there be no flying --  to fly and hunt into this  
31 area for non-residents.  This may open the hunt to  
32 outside people that may fly in, I wanted to propose that  
33 non-residents come in through the village airports.  
34  
35                 This member who seconded my amendment  
36 withdrew her amendment and the amendment died.  If there  
37 is an opening from September 1 to September 30 a lot of  
38 non-residents are attuned to this proposal and the influx  
39 of people that will fly in and hunt the moose in our  
40 area, it is that threat that -- that we -- that may  
41 happen, I just wanted to clarify this to what you said  
42 earlier.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
45  
46                 INTERPRETER:  He's addressing.....  
47  
48                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.....  
49  
50                 INTERPRETER:  .....this to what you said  
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1  earlier.  
2  
3                  MR. L. WILDE:  .....if Mr. John  
4  Hanson.....  
5  
6                  INTERPRETER:  He's addressing Nick  
7  Andrews.  
8  
9                  MR. L. WILDE:  .....would have read  
10 through the.....  
11  
12                 REPORTER:  Lester.  
13  
14                 MR. L. WILDE:  I'm sorry.  John, if you  
15 would have read through the whole proposal, it's stated  
16 as part of the proposal public lands in Unit 18 are  
17 closed to hunting of moose except for Federally-qualified  
18 rural Alaska residents during the seasons identified  
19 above.  
20  
21                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, I read the whole  
22 proposal.  Yeah, thanks, Lester, I read the whole  
23 proposal before I had the -- I got a copy here that our  
24 Chairman sent me, faxed me a long time ago, and him and  
25 I, we talk on the phone, so I know how the proposal is.   
26 But it's not going to pertain to Federally-qualified  
27 persons, it's not going to.  I tell you 100 percent.  
28  
29                 It's in the regulations.  The protection  
30 officer isn't going to be there every single day.  You're  
31 going to see planes come and land and get his -- that's  
32 how Russian Mission -- between Russian Mission and  
33 Paimiut were, when I was on the Game Board and we put a  
34 stop to it.  That's exactly how this area is going to be  
35 pretty soon.  
36  
37                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Nick Andrews.  
40  
41                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yeah.  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And then Beverly.  
44  
45                 MR. ANDREWS:  My name is Nick Andrews,  
46 Sr.  
47  
48                 (In Yup'ik)   
49  
50                 INTERPRETER:  I want to withdraw my  
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1  statements from earlier considering the language of the  
2  proposal.  
3  
4                  MR. ANDREWS:  Quyana.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
7  
8                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  Like Mr. Wilde  
9  said, that there is -- it is in the proposal, that it  
10 only pertains to those folks that C&T, customary  
11 traditional use.  And maybe there will be those horrible  
12 people that violate the law, you know, there always is  
13 those kind of people.  But it's up to all of us to  
14 monitor that and -- and I keep going back, maybe they  
15 won't be up there, but I assure you that we will have a  
16 law enforcement presence in that area during the winter  
17 hunt.  I know they can't be everywhere, but that makes me  
18 -- that's a very strong statement and I know that maybe  
19 they won't catch someone but they'll try to catch as many  
20 as they possibly can that are violating the regulations.  
21  
22                 Thank you.   
23  
24                 MR. L. WILDE:  One more.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
27  
28                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, I have  
29 absolutely no qualms whatsoever about the amendment as  
30 John stated that this area would be a no fly zone area  
31 like the one above at Paimiut, in fact, I think that  
32 would make this proposal a little bit more complete.  
33  
34                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob Aloysius.  
37  
38                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I have a question for the  
39 Refuge management, isn't it a fact that there will be no  
40 sporthunting allowed in Refuges and Unit 18 is part of  
41 the Refuge system?  
42  
43                 MR. BERG:  Do you want to answer that  
44 Pete or.....  
45  
46                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  I mean not for -- I mean  
47 non-resident hunting allowed in a Refuge?  
48  
49                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, the gentleman  
50 is correct.  Public lands in Unit 18 are closed to  
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1  hunting of moose except by Federally-qualified rural  
2  Alaska residents during the season, they're identified in  
3  the regulations, but that's only on Federal public lands.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  What about the Refuge,  
6  isn't that closed to non-resident hunting?  
7  
8                  MR. BERG:  Yeah, I guess maybe I can try  
9  to answer that.  Well, as we talked about in training  
10 this morning, if you look at the Refuge lands for  
11 wildlife, the white portions of the maps that are in  
12 front of you are under State jurisdiction.  So there are  
13 some State jurisdiction areas that would not be protected  
14 to only Federally-qualified users.  It would only apply  
15 to Federal lands, which are the colored pink zones in the  
16 maps in front of you.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Lester, will you  
19 say again your amendment for this proposal.  
20  
21                 MR. L. WILDE:  I had no amendment but if  
22 somebody was to make a proposal to that -- an amendment  
23 to that effect, and I don't know if John would want to  
24 still go ahead and make that no fly zone amendment, I  
25 have absolutely no qualms about that.  
26  
27                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, Lester, I'll redo my  
28 little no fly zone little map here.  The first amendment  
29 I did and my second -- had a second and then later on she  
30 pulled out the second.  So my amendment would be from:  
31  
32                 Pastlok.....  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  From.....  
35  
36                 MR. HANSON:  P-A-S-T-L-O-K.  
37  
38                 From Pastlok all the way to Mountain,  
39                 from Mountain to Kusolvak, from Kusolvak  
40                 to the end of Askinuk Mountain and down  
41                 to Cape Romanzof.  That would be the no  
42                 fly zone.  And that would include --  
43                 well, it's inside the Refuge here.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Some of it, yeah.  
46  
47                 MR. HANSON:  And it would include this  
48 whole land here be a no fly zone.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don Rivard.  
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1                  MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, with your  
2  indulgence, I would like to ask Pete DeMatteo to address  
3  the issue of who can establish no fly zones.  I'm not  
4  sure if the Federal Board has that jurisdiction.  They  
5  may, but I'm not sure of it so maybe Pete can answer  
6  that.  
7  
8                  Pete.  
9  
10                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Certainly.  Mr. Chair,  
11 generally the no fly zones are first initiated by the  
12 Alaska Board of Game, and then the Federal Subsistence  
13 Board adopts that into Federal regulation as well.  
14  
15                 You would have to make a proposal to the  
16 Federal Board to adopt a no fly zone, which I don't  
17 believe is part of this proposal unless someone else can  
18 correct me there, that would have to be a separate  
19 proposal that you would propose to the Federal Board that  
20 the affected area would become a no fly zone during the  
21 seasons that are to be adopted, and of course that would  
22 only affect Federal lands.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don.  
25  
26                 MR. RIVARD:  Don Rivard again, adding to  
27 what Pete's saying.  I think you could go ahead -- if  
28 that's the case, what Pete just said, you could go ahead  
29 with your amendment to this proposal, but you have to  
30 realize who you're going to be restricting are Federally-  
31 qualified users not be able to fly.  
32  
33                 MR. L. WILDE:  They don't fly anyway.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  Well, that's kind of my  
36 point is, is do Federally-qualified users that have C&T  
37 for Unit 18 for moose, do they fly anyways?  So if you  
38 restrict it to no fly zone, all you're doing is  
39 restricting it to the Federally-qualified users because  
40 people hunting under the State regulations could still  
41 fly in if that's legal.  
42  
43                 So the net effect may be is that you're  
44 just putting a restriction on Federally-qualified users  
45 that they're not going to do anyway.  So if your  
46 intention is really restrict the non-Federally-qualified  
47 users, that's already in place because it's only open to  
48 your Federally-qualified users for that season see.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  



00085   
1                  MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
2  Chairman.  Pete, this no fly zone, you probably heard of  
3  Paimiut, Russian Mission, it's not called no fly zone, it  
4  was made by the State when I was on the Game Board, it's  
5  called.....  
6  
7                  MR. UBERUAGA:  Controlled use area.  
8  
9                  MR. A. NICK:  Controlled use area.  
10  
11                 MR. HANSON:  .....a controlled use area.   
12 This would be a controlled use area, under the State we  
13 made it a controlled use area, where it took the planes,  
14 they cannot fly around.  If they want to go and hunt  
15 moose, they land into an air field, a village that has an  
16 air field close to where they're going to be hunting so  
17 that no planes are flying around looking for moose and  
18 they go and land in an air field and go in a boat or hire  
19 somebody and go look for their moose.  That's how it  
20 would work, like Paimiut to Russian Mission.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Say your name and who  
23 you represent.  
24  
25                 MR. UBERUAGA:  Rich Uberuaga, Office of  
26 Subsistence.  I've had lots of discussions about  
27 controlled use areas and establishing no fly zones up in  
28 the Northwest Arctic, and to my recollection, I believe  
29 that a controlled use area or a no fly zone has to be  
30 established by the Legislature, the State Legislature.   
31 That's what I remember but I may be wrong, so we need to  
32 really find out exactly whether or not we have the  
33 authority to do that.  
34  
35                 Pete DeMatteo, do you.....  
36  
37                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes, Mr. Chair, what Rich  
38 brings up is true, but regardless of how we approach  
39 this, the establishment of a no fly zone or a controlled  
40 use area, I do have to point out to you as Staff is  
41 beyond the scope of this proposal.  It's beyond an  
42 amendment's reach of this proposal.  It would have to be  
43 a totally separate proposal.    
44  
45                 You could amend this with the amendments  
46 that you've mentioned so far, but you could never stretch  
47 this to the point where you could include a no fly zone.   
48 And as I said before if the Federal Board were to invoke  
49 a no fly zone or a controlled use area, it would only  
50 pertain to Federal lands and you'd only be restricting  
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1  Federally-qualified users who have airplanes.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  
4  
5                  MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
6  Chairman.  Maybe Jerry can answer me.  Well, listening to  
7  Pete, that this no fly zone or controlled use is  
8  restricting Federally-qualified subsistence users, it's  
9  not, it's not restricting qualified subsistence  --  
10 Federally-qualified subsistence users.  If I live in  
11 Bethel and I want to go hunt moose, I get on a plane,  
12 land in some air field, Kotlik, Mountain Village, or some  
13 village field and go hunt, it's not restricting it.  The  
14 only thing that's restricting is the aircraft, if there's  
15 some guy from Europe who wants to go there and fly around  
16 and see where his big trophy is, big antlers, and lands  
17 in the lake next, that's where it would -- it would just  
18 stop that.  It's not stopping Federally-qualified Federal  
19 Subsistence Board subsistence users.  
20  
21                 MR. BERG:  Well, I guess I'll take a shot  
22 at it.  It would have no impact on somebody from outside  
23 the region.  They would not be impacted by a no fly zone  
24 because this regulation would only apply to Federally-  
25 qualified users, so the no fly zone would also only apply  
26 to Federally-qualified users, which, as you stated, may  
27 apply to somebody like say from Bethel, more than likely,  
28 so it would prevent them from flying over, it was passed  
29 by the Board it would prevent them from flying over into  
30 that area.  But it would not apply to a non-resident, or  
31 somebody from Anchorage, because they're already  
32 prevented from hunting there under this regulation.  So  
33 they couldn't -- you know, like Bev said, that if they  
34 hunted there they'd be hunting illegally already, so it  
35 wouldn't apply to them because they can't hunt there.  
36  
37                 So if they flew in there they would be  
38 hunting illegally anyway.  
39  
40                 MS. HOFFMAN:  They'd lose their plane.  
41  
42                 MR. BERG:  Yeah.  So it would not apply  
43 to somebody from Europe or somebody from Anchorage  
44 because they can't hunt there anyway.  
45  
46                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
49  
50                 MS. HOFFMAN:  For example, if my father  
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1  was still alive and he had his SuperCub and he chose to  
2  come over here he would not be able to; is that correct,  
3  because if he was from Bethel and -- my father, who's  
4  passed away, but he had a SuperCub and he used to like to  
5  fly it, he couldn't it -- under a no fly zone, he could  
6  not come here and hunt with this amendment; is that  
7  correct?  
8  
9                  MR. BERG:  Yes.  If the Federal Board  
10 were to institute that no fly zone or create a controlled  
11 use area.  But, you know, as Pete said, I'm not sure that  
12 that's within the purview of this proposal.  I mean the  
13 Council is certainly -- you can make whatever  
14 recommendation the Council wants to and I guess it's  
15 questionable as to how far the Federal Board would take  
16 that part of the recommendation of a no fly zone.  But  
17 it's certainly within your purview as a Council to make a  
18 recommendation you feel is appropriate.  
19  
20                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chairman.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Jerry.    
23  
24                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Oh.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Jerry Berg, you know,  
27 this is going to be something open -- wide open down  
28 below.  And we are afraid of -- they're not going to take  
29 long for someone to get into trouble because moose  
30 hunters, they don't like the plane coming around and  
31 scare their moose or otherwise the plane wouldn't fly.   
32 It's against the law and we wouldn't recommend to our  
33 young people, but that's the way, when they talk,  
34 sometime, when I hear I scared.  
35  
36                 Like Beverly said, daddy, very good  
37 flier, he could come over and, sure he could go hunting,  
38 but only thing that elders scared about is someone might  
39 get into trouble if they see the plane hunting and land  
40 in that certain area.  And most of them, they would like  
41 to see, well, we're willing to take them out, we could  
42 hunt by boat instead of scaring the hunters moose -- with  
43 their moose.  That's the only thing they're concerned  
44 about.  
45  
46                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  I really.....  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
49  
50                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I really would like to go  
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1  with the suggestion that maybe we consider, you know,  
2  introducing another proposal on a controlled use no fly  
3  zone.  I think like Lester said most people, of our  
4  people that winter hunt, they don't use airplanes.  I  
5  mean even my brothers who have access, you know, to my  
6  dad's, they don't winter hunt with a plane, they just  
7  don't, they use snowmachines if they go on a winter hunt.  
8  
9                  MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Carl.  
12  
13                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, I believe the  
14 Board, if it gets the proposal for a controlled use area  
15 would refer that to the land managers, for example, in  
16 this case would refer that to the Fish and Wildlife  
17 Service Refuge manager.  
18  
19                 Thank you.   
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.   
22  
23                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob Aloysius.  
26  
27                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  After listening to all of  
28 the debate on this proposal, I move that we adopt this  
29 proposal -- I mean I call for the question on adopting  
30 this proposal.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Right now we're looking  
33 at a time.....  
34  
35                 MR. A. NICK:  (In Yup'ik)   
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Uh-huh.  
38  
39                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  The question has been  
40 called.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Uh-huh.  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah.  The main motion  
47 -- this main motion had a.....  
48  
49                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  No amendment.  
50  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah.  Question on the  
4  main motion.  
5  
6                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  I asked for the -- I  
7  called for the question on the main motion.  
8  
9                  MR. RIVARD:  Turn your mike on when you  
10 speak.  
11  
12                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, once again I  
13 call for the question on voting on this main motion.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
16 -- question on the main motion and we're ready for a  
17 vote.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, Secretary you  
22 could do a roll call.  
23  
24                 MS. GREGORY:  Nick Andrews.  
25  
26                 MR. ANDREWS:  No, I was just waving  
27 at.....  
28  
29                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
30  
31                 MR. ANDREWS:  Oh.  Yes.  
32  
33                 (Laughter)  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  What's his vote?  
36  
37                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes?  
38  
39                 MS. GREGORY:  Is that a yes or a no vote?  
40  
41                 MR. ANDREWS:  I didn't understand what  
42 it's for, which was it for?  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  For the main motion.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Proposal 51 (In Yup'ik).  
47  
48                 MR. RIVARD:  Translate.  
49  
50                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
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1                  MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
2  
3                  MR. RIVARD:  Translate please.  
4  
5                  MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
6  
7                  MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
8  
9                  MR. RIVARD:  Translate.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
12  
13                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
14  
15                 MR. RIVARD:  Translate please.  
16  
17                 INTERPRETER:  We are voting on  
18 Proposal.....  
19  
20                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
21  
22                 INTERPRETER:  .....WP04.....  
23  
24                 MR. ANDREWS:  (In Yup'ik)   
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
27  
28                 INTERPRETER:  .....51.....  
29  
30                 MR. ANDREWS:  I will be supporting.  
31  
32                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
33  
34                 INTERPRETER:  .....on the main  
35 motion.....  
36  
37                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik).  
38  
39                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
40  
41                 MS. GREGORY:  Okay.  
42  
43                 INTERPRETER:  .....as is.  
44  
45                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
46  
47                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
48  
49                 MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
6  
7                  MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
12  
13                 MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  Mary Gregory, yes.  Beverly  
16 Hoffman.  
17  
18                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
19  
20                 MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
21  
22                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
23  
24                 MS. GREGORY:  Unanimous.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  The yes have it.  We are  
27 going to go and eat.  
28  
29                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  Mr.  
30 Chairman, I move that we have break to the evening  
31 session.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  An evening session.  
34  
35                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Two hours.  
36  
37                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Two.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Three hours evening  
40 session, at 7:00 p.m.  
41  
42  
43                 (Laughter)  
44  
45                 INTERPRETER:  What time to be back?  
46  
47                 MR. RIVARD:  You guys stay close.  
48  
49                 (Off record)  
50  
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1                  (On record)  
2  
3                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
6  
7                  MR. L. WILDE:  Since Mr. Rivard is  
8  leaving in the morning, I would like to suspend the rules  
9  to have him make his presentation at this time.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  Second.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Second.  Discussion.  
14  
15                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Question.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  All who favor say aye.  
18  
19                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
22  
23                 (No opposing votes)  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don, go ahead.  
26  
27                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair and  
28 Council members.  I appreciate the accommodation.  I'm a  
29 single father every other weekend and I got my children  
30 this weekend so I need to be back in Anchorage to get  
31 them tomorrow early afternoon.  
32  
33                 I'm going to be, along with Carl Jack,  
34 later, giving you the Office of Subsistence Management  
35 briefings that I believe are Item 14 on your agenda.   
36 Yes, Item 14, under Tab C.  And I'll give you my kind of  
37 ideas on how that would work.  
38  
39                 The first topic is something that your  
40 Council could probably deal with just prior to your  
41 ending your meeting, just prior to maybe making your  
42 selection for your location and dates for your next  
43 meeting, it's the one on Council Topics for Discussion at  
44 your May 2004 Board meeting.  
45  
46                 And then we talked a little bit this  
47 morning, in your training session, under Number 3, Item  
48 14A3, update on Statewide rural determination process, so  
49 that was just an information item.  There's no action  
50 needed by your Council on that.  And the briefing that's  
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1  in your Council book on Page 222 is pretty self-  
2  explanatory.  We're in the process of going -- of getting  
3  ready to do rural determinations but that process still  
4  may take another year or two before it would come before  
5  your Council as we discussed this morning in your  
6  training session.  So there's nothing really new to  
7  report there.  
8  
9                  And the one that I'll talk about right  
10 now is Item 14A-6, update on the Safari Club Litigation.   
11 It says informational item in your book but I think it's  
12 worthwhile to bring forth to your Council because it does  
13 affect you, at a minimum indirectly and maybe directly,  
14 so I'd like to do that one, so that's on Page 225.  I'm  
15 going to read the first paragraph there on that page and  
16 then just kind of let you know the implications of that.  
17  
18                 The court rules on the Safari Club legal  
19 challenge to the Federal Subsistence Program.  On January  
20 16th of this year U.S. District Court Judge H. Russell  
21 Holland ruled that the Safari Club International does not  
22 have standing to move forward with a broad legal  
23 challenge to the Federal Subsistence Program.  Judge  
24 Holland's decision was largely favorable to the program.   
25 However, Judge Holland found that the Federal Subsistence  
26 Board did not follow the Administrative Procedures Act  
27 when implementing changes to composition of the Regional  
28 Advisory Councils and he ordered that the Board do so  
29 promptly.  
30  
31                 At an executive session on January 27th  
32 of this year, the Board decided not to initiate an appeal  
33 of the decision and to promptly begin a rulemaking  
34 process to comply with Judge Holland's order.  The  
35 rulemaking process will allow for public comment on any  
36 proposed changes to the Council composition.   
37  
38                 Now, as you know there was a policy by  
39 the Federal Board to have the Councils made up of 70  
40 percent subsistence users and then 30 percent designated  
41 as commercial and/or sport user interests and that is  
42 what the last round of nominations of candidates were  
43 based on and your Council now has a couple of those  
44 members on board.  What the Judge ruled was that he's not  
45 stopping that process, but he said that the Federal  
46 Subsistence Board did not follow the proper procedures.   
47 We have to go through a formal rulemaking process which  
48 means opening this up for comment to the public and doing  
49 a formal rulemaking.    
50  
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1                  So that's what's going to be done now in  
2  our office.  It's not going to change anything.  We don't  
3  anticipate that there'll be anything different in the  
4  formal rulemaking than what's already in front of you as  
5  far as having the 70/30 composition of the Councils, but  
6  it does give your Council, if you so choose, during this  
7  meeting, a chance to make some more comments to the  
8  Federal Subsistence Board or other recommendations as to  
9  how you would like to see your Council composition made  
10 up.  And they want to -- I know our office and the  
11 Federal Subsistence Board wants to complete this formal  
12 rulemaking process by late fall of this year, and that  
13 means that it would not come back before your Council at  
14 your fall meeting, hopefully it would be pretty much done  
15 by that time.  
16  
17                 So if you have any additional thoughts or  
18 comments or recommendations to the Federal Subsistence  
19 Board on this you can do so at this meeting.  
20  
21                 And that's my briefing.  If you have any  
22 questions I'd be glad to answer them.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
25  
26                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  Don, under  
27 that agenda item there's one other very significant item,  
28 the Draft Predator Management Policy, I would like to  
29 know where that is, is it the Board's intention to adopt  
30 the policy at all?  I understand it wasn't done in  
31 December as was originally intended and where is it at  
32 and what are the plans for its disposition?  
33  
34                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Greg.   
35 Carl Jack is going to address that when I'm done with  
36 this briefing.  He's got a couple of other briefings he's  
37 going to do under this agenda item.  
38  
39                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you.   
40  
41                 MR. RIVARD:  Thank you.   
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any questions for Don.  
44  
45                 (No comments)  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more questions for  
48 Don.  
49  
50                 (No comments)  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  
2  
3                  MR. RIVARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Carl Jack.  
6  
7                  MR. JACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I'm  
8  going to do a couple items.  The first one is the amended  
9  Predator Management Policy and the second one I will  
10 cover, Secretary Norton's response to the Governor's  
11 request to have a person on the Federal Board.  
12  
13                 On the first one, Predator Management  
14 Policy, as you recall the Board deferred taking action on  
15 that in their last December meeting.  And the only change  
16 since then is to add this paragraph, I will read it for  
17 the record, this is paragraph C.  
18  
19                 Ensure that the appropriate Regional  
20                 Council or Councils is informed of the  
21                 predator control proposals by having them  
22                 printed in the proposal booklet and  
23                 presented to the Council at the next  
24                 appropriate Council meeting along with  
25                 other rejected proposals that address  
26                 concerns which are outside the  
27                 authorities of the Federal Subsistence  
28                 Board  
29  
30                 That is the only change from the proposed  
31 policy that was presented to the Board in their December  
32 meeting, in addition to that otherwise the proposed  
33 policy is the same.  
34  
35                 For the record, and for those of you that  
36 can read Yup'ik, I have taken all of the briefings and  
37 have taken the liberty of translating them all to Yup'ik,  
38 they're all here.  
39  
40                 So going back to the Predator Management  
41 Policy, essentially what the proposed policy is, that in  
42 terms of -- they made a distinction between predator  
43 management and predator control, and that is to say that  
44 proposals that are designed for predator control and that  
45 is to go after, for example, wolves, that prey moose, the  
46 Board is not going to take those up.  They will refer  
47 those to the land managers.  And will only deal with  
48 those proposals that are designed to -- that are  
49 subsistence-related proposals in terms of establishing  
50 means and method of taking.  So that, in essence, is what  
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1  the proposed policy is.  
2  
3                  Thank you.   
4  
5                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Councils, do you have a  
6  question for Carl.  John Hanson.  
7  
8                  MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
9  Chairman, well, Carl, why can't the Board take proposals  
10 like predator control instead of just giving them to the  
11 managers, like if say the Regional Councils or an  
12 individual from some village sends in a proposal and we  
13 take it up and we -- say for wolf, there's a proposal  
14 that comes in from some individual community and this  
15 Council takes it up and it goes to the Federal Board and  
16 the Federal Board doesn't take it and just turns it over  
17 to the managers, I can't see why they can't take it.  
18  
19                 MR. JACK:  Speaking strictly as a Federal  
20 employee, not to express my personal views on this which  
21 may be different from what is before -- what is in the  
22 proposed policy, the Board has maintained that it does  
23 not have the authority for predator control.    
24  
25                 There were a couple of instances, for  
26 example, in Bristol Bay, that they have taken that where  
27 the Regional Council supported that, but the Board has  
28 elected to maintain the policy of not doing predator  
29 control for reasons of their own.  And the proposed  
30 policy essentially is not to take those proposals that  
31 are designed for predator control and will return those  
32 proposals to the proposer and that is the addition to the  
33 -- the new addition to the proposal, that is to return  
34 those proposals to the proposer with a letter saying that  
35 the Staff would be more than willing to provide technical  
36 assistance to refer those to the appropriate land  
37 managers and also to print those in the Council booklet  
38 so that the Councils would have a chance -- would be  
39 informed of what has been proposed to the Board rather  
40 than not presenting those to the Councils.  
41  
42                 And this proposed policy will be taken up  
43 by the Federal Board in their May meeting.  And I guess  
44 what we are here for is to put on record what your  
45 recommendations would be in reference to this proposed  
46 policy.  
47  
48                 Thank you.   
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
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1                  MR. ROCZICKA:  I guess I'll ask the same  
2  question of you then that I asked of Don, what is the  
3  Board's intent, do they intend to take this up and adopt  
4  it as a final policy at their spring meeting?  
5  
6                  MR. JACK:  That is their intent to adopt  
7  it as a Board policy as stated in the book.  
8  
9                  MR. ROCZICKA:  And that is the complete  
10 policy that they had in front of them, with the  
11 additional language, are they open for additional  
12 amendments to having that policy changed so that they  
13 would have a more assertive and an active role, not  
14 necessarily that they have the -- they don't believe they  
15 have the management authority although I have a hard time  
16 understanding why an organization that says that it's  
17 managing for subsistence is not providing an animal, a  
18 priority and a management for something when you don't  
19 have a population base to sustain that use, to me they're  
20 avoiding their authority and almost treating it  
21 flippantly.  
22  
23                 MR. JACK:  The Council here can come up  
24 with its recommendation in addition to what is here.  The  
25 Council has the freedom and obligation to do so.  That  
26 recommendations will be -- will only be rejected by the  
27 Council -- by the Board if it doesn't meet the three  
28 criteria stated in Section .805, and that is:  
29  
30                 1.      Not supported by substantial  
31                         evidence;  
32  
33                 2.      Detrimental to the subsistence  
34                         user; and  
35  
36                 3.      Not following the principles of  
37                         fish and wildlife management  
38  
39                 It's only on those three cases that the  
40 Board will reject the Regional Council proposal.  
41  
42                 So in other words, I guess what I'm  
43 saying is you can develop your own recommendation in  
44 addition to what is being proposed on the paper.  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  And do we have copies of  
47 that policy in front of us, the complete policy, are they  
48 available?  
49  
50                 MR. JACK:  I have copies of it here.  And  
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1  this packet includes all of the briefing papers that's in  
2  your book, every one of them translated to Yup'ik, so  
3  they're all here.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, if I could  
6  continue here.  In our book there's only the amended  
7  Predator Management Policy and that is not the Predator  
8  Management Policy or the Draft, it's several pages, that  
9  Draft Policy was about 10 or 12 page, as I recall and  
10 then there was a final executive summary.  
11  
12                 MR. JACK:  I have the proposed policy  
13 here with the addition of that paragraph that I read, so  
14 it's all here.  
15  
16                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Could we have copies of  
17 that?  
18  
19                 MR. JACK:  Yeah.  You will note an index  
20 for this and it's from Page 14 to -- it's from 14 to 19.  
21  
22                 (Handing out copies - away from  
23 microphones)  
24  
25                 MR. JACK:  My translation in Yup'ik is --  
26 I may be -- I tried to use the modern version of writing  
27 Yup'ik so it may not be totally consistent with what  
28 you're.....  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
31  
32                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I  
33 would request that we have this item placed at the end of  
34 the meeting under correspondence and final miscellaneous  
35 action, such it is, it's titled resolutions but so  
36 there's time to review this over and perhaps by tomorrow  
37 have some suggested amendments rather than try to fiddle  
38 around with it here at the table tonight while we're in  
39 session.  
40  
41                 (Pause)  
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, was that a  
44 motion or.....  
45  
46                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I put it as a request, I  
47 didn't mean to preclude anybody else that might want to  
48 jump in and ask any questions at this time, but rather  
49 than try to take any final action or come up with  
50 recommendations on the table here while we all got papers  



00099   
1  scattered around in front of us, I'd ask that we take it  
2  up at the end of the meeting.  
3  
4                  MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman.  
5  
6                  (In Yup'ik)   
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, anymore.....  
9  
10                 INTERPRETER: We've already made the.....  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....Council.....  
13  
14                 INTERPRETER:  .....agenda approval, you  
15 need to make a motion to that.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....do you.....  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, before we  
20 start talking about it, I'd like to move that we put the  
21 (In Yup'ik) -- where did you want to put it in Greg?  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I would ask to put it  
24 under the final agenda item, under resolutions, where I  
25 would presume that any correspondence and such and  
26 business of the meeting would be taken up.  
27  
28                 MS. GREGORY:  I so move.  
29  
30                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I second.  
31  
32                 (Laughter)  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Maybe 15, what is it,  
35 policy (In Yup'ik).  
36  
37                 MR. JACK:  Predator Management Policy.  
38  
39                 INTERPRETER:  Mary asked what is this.  
40  
41                 MR. JACK:  (In Yup'ik)  Predator  
42 Management Policy.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  (In Yup'ik)   
45  
46                 MR. JACK:  (In Yup'ik)   
47  
48                 INTERPRETER:  This hand out that I passed  
49 out, everything that is contained in the hand out is  
50 listed on the index.  So the Predator Management is under  
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1  Page 17 to 19 and Predator Control, 14 to 16.    
2  
3                  These appear -- this isn't exclusively  
4  Predator Management, but has other -- others included.  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Is this the one, Mary,  
7  you make a -- you move.....  
8  
9                  MS. GREGORY:  Yeah.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....to accept that?  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  (In Yup'ik)   
14  
15                 INTERPRETER:  She'd like to put it under  
16 Item 15.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  
19  
20                 INTERPRETER:  And made a motion to put it  
21 under Item 15.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Council, do you  
24 understand what.....  
25  
26                 INTERPRETER:  This briefing under Item  
27 15.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....the motion is?  
30  
31                 INTERPRETER:  And Greg seconded the  
32 motion.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  This is what Carl give  
35 to us, they just by motion, move and second to put it  
36 into -- on agenda.  
37  
38                 MR. ROCZICKA:  On Item 15.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  On Item 15.  That's the  
41 reason is -- that's what the motion is for.  
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  To discuss it, Mr. Chair?  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah.  
46  
47                 MR. ROCZICKA:  For proposed amendments.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  To discuss this index  
50 here.  
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1                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, was so that  
2  we could discuss possible amendments and additions for  
3  them -- that would fall under their criteria, perhaps  
4  could get an elevated level of consideration for predator  
5  management proposals.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  Council, if you  
8  understand what it is, there was a motion and a second,  
9  now then any more discussion on this index.  
10  
11                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chairman.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bev, yeah, go ahead.  
14  
15                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Thank you.  I just wanted  
16 to ask Greg, if this was something that we could take up  
17 at our fall meeting or do you feel like the Council needs  
18 to address some issues right now, can you answer that?  
19  
20                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Through the Chair,  
21 Beverly, they're planning on adopting this as their  
22 formal policy at the spring meeting, this is the most  
23 appropriate time to get something in before it does get  
24 in as the final language.  
25  
26                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Okay, thanks.    
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more discussion.  
29  
30                 (No comments)  
31  
32                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, call for the  
33 question on the motion.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question has been called  
36 for.  All who favor say aye.  
37  
38                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
41  
42                 (No opposing votes)  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Motion carried.  Okay,  
45 Carl.  
46  
47                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, thank you.  The  
48 next item is number 4, on 14A -- 14A4, status of  
49 Governor's request for a non-voting member on the Federal  
50 Subsistence Board.  A letter from Secretary Norton, a  



00102   
1  copy of the letter has passed out along with the trans --  
2  transmittal letter of that letter to Mr. Demientieff.  
3  
4                  Essentially, the Secretary took the  
5  recommendations of the Board, whereby the Governor would  
6  nominate a State liaison and the Secretary would then  
7  appoint that State liaison to the Federal Subsistence  
8  Board, a non-voting liaison which would essentially have  
9  the same status as the Chairs of the Regional Councils.  
10  
11                 The key point -- key paragraphs in the  
12 Secretary's letter are the first two sentences and all of  
13 the second paragraph which outlines how the State  
14 liaison, along with the Regional Councils would provide  
15 consultation to the Board.  
16  
17                 Thank you.   
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  John Hanson.  
20  
21                 MR. HANSON:  Yeah, thank you, Mr.  
22 Chairman.  I thought in October we denied the Governor's  
23 proposal.  The Regional Councils from Yukon Kuskokwim,  
24 Western Interior, Eastern Interior, in our October  
25 meeting in Wasilla we denied it and then have this from  
26 Secretary of Interior saying that -- at the bottom, it  
27 says, my decision to appoint a State liaison to the Board  
28 will enhance our ability to cooperate and coordinate with  
29 the State.  Well, doesn't the State cooperate and  
30 coordinate with -- the ADF&G, that's Governor's people,  
31 what else does the Governor want?  He wants to put  
32 another guy with the Board so he can undermine the Board,  
33 is that what the Governor is trying to do?  
34  
35                 MR. JACK:  Essentially the Governor  
36 requested a voting member -- a person that would sit on  
37 the Federal Subsistence Board and that request versus  
38 being a liaison, the Regional Councils during the fall  
39 meetings were given time to comment on that.    
40  
41                 As you recall, when I made that  
42 presentation I referred to the Record of Decision that  
43 was done at the beginning of the program in which the  
44 Record of Decision speaks to this matter.  And the Board  
45 considered the comments after the Regional Council  
46 meetings and then made a recommendation to the Board  
47 following the Record of Decision at the beginning of the  
48 Federal Subsistence Program.  And you remember Luha,  
49 Secretary Luha, when he started the Federal Program, the  
50 record of Decision reflected that there would be a  
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1  liaison from the State to the Federal Subsistence Board,  
2  and what you have seen in the past is presenters to the  
3  Board, spokesperson for the Board, essentially technical  
4  people from the Staff that make comments on the  
5  proposals.  
6  
7                  I don't have the numbers where a number  
8  of Regional Councils put on record in opposition to this,  
9  but essentially the Secretary and the Board -- the Board  
10 made a recommendation following the Record of Decision  
11 that was established Luha, Secretary Luha at the  
12 beginning of the program.  
13  
14                 Thank you.   
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more questions to  
17 Carl.  
18  
19                 (No comments)  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Quyana.  
22  
23                 MR. JACK:  Thank you.  That concludes my  
24 part on this.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don, is there any more  
27 updates?  
28  
29                 MR. RIVARD:  No, Mr. Chair, that's it for  
30 the Office of Subsistence Management updates and you're  
31 free to go on to another agenda at this time if you so  
32 choose.  
33  
34                 Thank you.   
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay, thank you.  Now,  
37 we will continue our agenda, WP04-52.  
38  
39                 MR. BERG:  All right, Pete, are you still  
40 there, are you ready to do 52?  
41  
42                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes.  
43  
44                 MR. BERG:  All right, go ahead.  
45  
46                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, Proposal 52 is  
47 submitted by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Council.   
48 This proposal requests the Federal Subsistence Board to  
49 simplify the meat on bone regulations for both caribou  
50 and moose in Unit 18 south of the Yukon River.  
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1                  The proponent requests the deletion of  
2  the language that states south of the Yukon River from  
3  Section 26(h) of the Federal Subsistence regulations.   
4  Current salvage requirements for caribou and moose taken  
5  in Unit 18 south of the Yukon River is confusing for the  
6  river.  The boundary of south of the Yukon River is  
7  awkward for users that hunt along the Yukon River and  
8  also from enforcement officers.  
9  
10                 This proposal simplifies hunting  
11 regulations for Unit 18 extending the meat on bone  
12 salvage requirement unit-wide.  
13  
14                 Mr. Chair, as mentioned before, the  
15 previous proposal that we dealt with, Proposal 50  
16 essentially dealt with the same thing for caribou, this  
17 one also covers caribou and moose.  
18  
19                 It would also eliminate from the general  
20 regulations and the Federal regulations, the language  
21 south of the Yukon River from the front of the book, I  
22 believe it's on Page 21.  
23  
24                 At the November 2003 Board of Game  
25 meeting, the State amended its Unit 18 caribou harvest  
26 regulations, these new regulations will take effect July  
27 1st of this year.  Residents of Unit 18, residents of  
28 Upper Kalskag, Aniak, Chuathbaluk have C&T use  
29 determination for moose in Unit 18.  Ongoing agency and  
30 public concerns, as mentioned before, of meat spoilage  
31 from moose harvested during August and September  
32 warranted added transport restrictions.  
33  
34                 Mr. Chair, as we stated before, all the  
35 reasons why these restrictions are warranted for caribou  
36 also apply to moose within the Unit 18 region.  Also  
37 Proposal 50, as I mentioned before, eliminates the  
38 portion south of the Yukon River and that would unify the  
39 regulations, all of Unit 18 for caribou regulations.  
40  
41                 Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion is  
42 to support the proposal.  
43  
44                 Thank you.   
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
47 comments, 52.  
48  
49         MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  The  
50 Department supports this proposal.  At its fall 2003  
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1  meeting, the Alaska Board of Game instituted a unit-wide  
2  meat on the bone regulation for caribou and moose taken  
3  in Unit 18.  Adoption of this proposal will align the  
4  Federal and State regulations and simplify the  
5  regulations as desired by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta  
6  Regional Advisory Council.  
7  
8                  Thank you.    
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Public  
11 comment specific to the proposal.  
12  
13                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there were no  
14 public comments but Seward Penn Regional Advisory Council  
15 supported Proposal 52.  Justification for supporting the  
16 proposal is adoption of the proposal would simplify Unit  
17 18 regulations by eliminating south of the Yukon River  
18 from current salvage requirements.  Mr. Kobuk stated that  
19 Stebbins and St. Michaels hunters do not hunt south of  
20 the Yukon.  A unit-wide meat on bone requirement would  
21 also comply with local harvest and transport methods that  
22 refrain from deboning harvested meat.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Talking  
25 points.  
26  
27                 MR. JACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Carl  
28 Jack, Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  The Staff Committee  
29 didn't have any talking points on this other than to note  
30 that the YK is ahead of the state in developing methods  
31 to reduce the waste.  
32  
33                 Thank you.   
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
36 Summary of written comments.  
37  
38                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chairman, there were no  
39 summary of written comments.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Regional  
42 Council deliberation, recommendation and justification.  
43  
44                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester Wilde.  
47  
48                 MR. L. WILDE:  I move that we accept this  
49 proposal.  
50  
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1                  MR. HANSON:  Second.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
4  floor to accept this proposal by Lester Wilde and second  
5  by John Hanson.  Any discussion.  
6  
7                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
10  
11                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
12 This proposal certainly will get everyone's support but  
13 just a clarification for the record for a statement that  
14 was just made a few moments ago.  Meat on the bone was  
15 first put in place in the Koyukuk River back in 1997/98,  
16 it was expanded into GMU 19 and further into the YK  
17 Delta, so we're not the first but perhaps we're first in  
18 the Federal system to move it forward, but it's been  
19 around for close to 10 years now.  
20  
21                 Ready for the question.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
24 for.  There's a motion and a second and a question called  
25 for.  All who favor say aye.  
26  
27                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
30  
31                 (No opposing votes)  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Motion carried.   
34 Proposal WP04-52 is accepted by Yukon Kuskokwim Delta  
35 Subsistence Regional Council.  
36  
37                 Next on our agenda is crossover  
38 proposals. Bristol Bay, WP04-42.  
39  
40                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, Proposal 42 was  
41 submitted by the Bristol Bay Federal Subsistence Regional  
42 Advisory Council, and this proposal would reduce the bull  
43 caribou harvest limits and extend the seasons in Unit  
44 19(B), Unit 17 and Unit 18.  
45  
46                 Mr. Chair, the reason why this proposal  
47 is being presented to your Council for consideration is  
48 because residents of -- one second.  
49  
50                 (Pause)  



00107   
1                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Unit 18 -- Mr. Chair, all  
2  rural residents of Unit 18, residents of St. Michaels,  
3  Stebbins, Togiak, Twin Hills, Upper Kalskag and Manokotak  
4  have C&T, and that's the reason why this is being  
5  presented to your Council today.  
6  
7                  If you look on Page 102, Mr. Chair,  
8  halfway down the page it says the proposed Federal  
9  regulations for caribou.  The regulations for Unit 9(B),  
10 Unit 17(A), 17(B), 17(A) and (C) and then finally Unit  
11 18, for Unit 18, that portion south of the Yukon River  
12 five caribou August 1st through March 31st.  This  
13 proposal would add the language, however, no more than  
14 one bull may be taken from August 1 to November 30th.  
15  
16                 Over the last six to seven years the  
17 Mulchatna Caribou Herd has declined from about 200,000  
18 caribou in 1996 to a current post-calving estimate of  
19 147,000 animals.  The estimated annual harvest has been  
20 high as 12,000 animals, of which approximately two-thirds  
21 of the harvested is estimated to be bulls.  With a higher  
22 proportion of bulls harvested during the fall.  Reducing  
23 the bull harvest will help to increase the bull/cow ratio  
24 which should help the population to stabilize or  
25 increase.  
26  
27                 A similar proposal which we've already  
28 discussed, Mr. Chair, has been submitted to change the  
29 Unit 18 hunt area description and season dates and that  
30 was Proposal 50.  
31  
32                 The Federal Subsistence Wildlife Proposal  
33 2004/2005 booklet identifies this proposal applying to  
34 that portion of 17(A) and 17(C) consisting of the  
35 Nushagak Peninsula south of the Nushagak River west of  
36 the -- I won't mess that one up, I think it's Ativak Bay,  
37 however, it has been confirmed by the proponent that the  
38 intent was to address only units within the Mulchatna  
39 Caribou Herd range.  Therefore, this analysis will not  
40 consider the proposed regulation change for that part in  
41 Unit 17(A) and (C) utilized by only the Nushagak Caribou  
42 Herd.  
43  
44                 The Alaska Board of Game made regulatory  
45 changes for caribou in Units 9 and 17 in March of 2003.   
46 The Unit 18 regulation was recently passed in fall of  
47 2003 by the Alaska Board of Game and it will be effective  
48 in July of this year.  
49  
50                 The proposal would reduce the harvest  
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1  limit for bull caribou harvested in Units 9(B), 17(A),  
2  17(B) and 17(C) and also Unit 18 to one bull for specific  
3  time periods within each unit.  The overall total harvest  
4  limit of five caribou in several subunits would remain  
5  unchanged and subsistence users would still be able to  
6  harvest up to five caribou in all units addressed by this  
7  proposal.  However, it should be noted that the proposed  
8  changes to the hunting seasons will affect the timing of  
9  subsistence hunts in specific units.  
10  
11                 However, in Unit 18 Federal Subsistence  
12 regulations for the harvest of caribou south of the Yukon  
13 River as proposed would be more restrictive than current  
14 State harvest regulations for the harvest of caribou in  
15 Unit 18 south of the Yukon River.  With this proposal,  
16 the Federal subsistence season would be 15 days shorter  
17 and still divide Unit 18 into north and south parts,  
18 while State regulations are no longer and have combined  
19 Unit 18 into one regulation.  
20  
21                 Over the past several years bull/cow  
22 ratios have declined below population management  
23 objectives for the Mulchatna Caribou Herd.  In addition,  
24 the Mulchatna Caribou Herd has declined from a high  
25 population level of about 200,000 animals that was seen  
26 in 1996 and '97 to a recent post-calving estimate of  
27 147,000 animals.  
28  
29                 The proposal modification, which I will  
30 cover shortly for Unit 18 would align Federal subsistence  
31 caribou harvest regulations for Unit 18 with the new  
32 State regulations, and this will reduce possible  
33 confusion for Unit 18 caribou hunters.  
34  
35                 Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion is  
36 to support the modification to extend the Federal season  
37 to July 1st in Units 9(B) to April 15th in Unit 18 and to  
38 combine the north and south parts of Unit 18 as Unit 18.  
39  
40                 And with that, I'll stop there.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
43 comment.  
44  
45                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
46 The Department supports this proposal with modification.   
47 At its fall 2003 meeting, the Alaska Board of Game  
48 revised the caribou season in Unit 18 to August 1st  
49 through April 15, thereby extending the season by 15 days  
50 and added the provision that no more than one bull may be  
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1  taken from August 1st to November 30th.  Adopting this  
2  change in the Federal regulations will provide additional  
3  hunting opportunity for Federally-qualified subsistence  
4  users and minimize confusion.  
5  
6                  Thank you.   
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, thank you.  Pat.  
9  
10                 MR. SNOW:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Council  
11 members.  I'd like to complete the letter of Yukon Delta  
12 Refuge Manager Michael Rearden addressing the Council  
13 members concerning WP04-42.  
14  
15                 He states in his letter:  The Bristol Bay  
16 Federal RAC submitted this proposal.  It would reduce the  
17 harvest limit for caribou in Unit 18 by allowing only one  
18 bull caribou to be taken between August 1st and November  
19 30th.  The Board of Game passed this regulation at their  
20 December 2003 meeting with no local input or discussion.   
21 I believe that taking this action within Unit 18 was  
22 premature and unnecessarily restricts opportunities for  
23 subsistence hunters.  It is my hope that the same  
24 decision will not be made on Federal lands in Unit 18.    
25  
26                 This proposal was based on evidence  
27 suggesting that there are not enough bull caribou in the  
28 Mulchatna Caribou Herd.  Surveys done in the fall have  
29 shown that there are only about 17 bulls per 100 cows in  
30 the eastern areas of the herd range, however, in the area  
31 on and adjacent to Unit 18 there are approximately 28  
32 bulls per 100 cows.  It's hard to determine why there's  
33 such a difference but it is clear that our method of  
34 determining those numbers is not consistent or  
35 representative of the entire herd.  
36  
37                 I do not believe there is enough evidence  
38 to support restricting harvest in Unit 18.   
39  
40                 With the newly established moratorium on  
41 moose in this area we should retain as much opportunity  
42 as possible for hunters to get other sources of meat,  
43 such as caribou.  This restriction would not help in that  
44 effort and since most caribou are taken on Federal lands,  
45 keeping the harvest limits at five caribou without the  
46 one bull restriction would provide subsistence  
47 opportunities similar to what they have been in the past  
48 without the one bull restriction on State lands.  
49  
50                 All of the Federal and State  
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1  organizations that have responsibility for managing  
2  Mulchatna caribou met in January and discussed some of  
3  these issues.  We agreed to try and get a better  
4  composition count for the herd.  If we accomplish that we  
5  should have a better idea of the herd's bull/cow ratio by  
6  this time next year.  I suggest that you consider not  
7  supporting the Unit 18 portion of the proposal at this  
8  time and tell the Federal Subsistence Board that you  
9  would like to reconsider this proposal once better  
10 quality data is gathered.  
11  
12                 If there still appears to be a problem,  
13 you would have time to take action on this next year and  
14 I would be in full support of it.  Until then the herd is  
15 largest enough to continue current hunting pressure for  
16 another year without any significant or lasting effects  
17 regardless of whether or not the bull/cow ratio is low.  
18  
19                 Thank you for your time.  I hope that you  
20 have a productive meeting.  Sincerely, Michael Rearden.  
21  
22                 Thank you.   
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Talking  
25 point.  
26  
27                 MR. JACK:  The Staff Committee notes the  
28 concerns expressed by the Refuge manager, i.e.,  
29 reluctancy to reduce subsistence users and also noted  
30 that the herd might be more healthier than expressed or  
31 in the information provided by the State so the question  
32 of leave 18 alone is on the table.  
33  
34                 Thank you.   
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
37 Summary of written comments.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there were no  
40 summary of written comments.  But Seward Penn supported  
41 -- Seward Peninsular Council supported the proposal with  
42 modification to extend the Federal season to July 1 in  
43 Unit 9(B), to April 15 in Unit 18 and to combine the  
44 north and south parts of Unit 18 as Unit 18.   
45 Justification for this, that this would align Federal and  
46 State regulations for making it easier for subsistence  
47 users to follow local game laws.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.   
50 Regional Council deliberation, recommendation and  
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1  justification on Proposal 42.  
2  
3                  Greg.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
6  I would move at this time that we oppose any portion of  
7  this proposal that pertains to GMU 18.  
8  
9                  MR. L. WILDE:  I'll second to the motion.  
10  
11                 MR. ROCZICKA:  I'll speak to the motion  
12 if you want me to.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
15 floor and a second to oppose WP04-42, Unit 18 caribou.   
16 Lester seconded it.  
17  
18                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I'd like to  
19 speak to my motion.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  And Greg make a motion.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes, I did, and I'd like  
24 to speak to that motion Mr. Chairman.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
27  
28                 MR. ROCZICKA:  None of this information  
29 that was in this letter was brought forward at the Board  
30 of Game meeting.  I attended that meeting for the most  
31 part and this was one that was being considered and the  
32 only thing taking into consideration was to align the  
33 seasons.  I would venture to guess that perhaps that this  
34 would have been there that the outcome might have been  
35 different at the Board of Game's level as well.  
36  
37                 And along with the points raised in Mr.  
38 Rearden's letter, which are very well taken, especially  
39 regarding the moose moratorium, and the need for an  
40 alternate source of meet.  So that's my rationale at this  
41 time.  
42  
43                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
46  
47                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I have a question in  
48 regards to the season on Federal lands.  Is that also  
49 extended to April 15 right now or is it March?  
50  
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1                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, I can answer  
2  that.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
5  
6                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Yes, she's correct, the  
7  proposed season for Unit 18 caribou would be extended  
8  from what it is now, March 31st to April 15th and the  
9  harvest would remain as five caribou.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more discussion by  
12 Council.  
13  
14                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, I just have  
15 another question also.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
18  
19                 MS. HOFFMAN:  So if we do not support  
20 this, anything to do with Unit 18 my question is, would  
21 it -- let me see what the -- the season would just go  
22 until March 30th and it would be two bulls, right, two  
23 bulls?  
24  
25                 MR. DEMATTEO:  No.  No.  
26  
27                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Oh.  
28  
29                 MR. DEMATTEO:  If the Council decides not  
30 to support the Unit 18 component of this proposal,  
31 essentially what you would be doing is promoting the  
32 existing harvest limit for Unit 18 caribou which is five  
33 caribou, August 1st through April 15th.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
36  
37                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I was just  
38 going to point out that the action we took earlier  
39 supporting Proposal No. 50 that extended that season to  
40 April 15th took care of that.  
41  
42                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Right.  Right.  
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Don.  
45  
46                 MR. RIVARD: Don Rivard with OSM.  Mr.  
47 Chair, I'd just like to clarify what the motion is and  
48 this is my reading of it and see if I'm accurate.  If we  
49 look on Page 108, my understanding is you're supporting  
50 all of the proposed regulation on Page 108, but on the  
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1  top of 109 you're using the language that you adopted for  
2  Proposal 50; is that correct?  
3  
4                  MR. ROCZICKA:  That's correct, Mr.  
5  Chairman -- through the Chair.  
6  
7                  MR. RIVARD:  Thank you very much.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Is there any  
10 more discussion.  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Question.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
15 for.  Roll call.  
16  
17                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Could I hear the motion  
18 again, Mr. Chair?  
19  
20                 MS. GREGORY:  To oppose Proposal No.  
21 WP04-52.  
22  
23                 MR. ROCZICKA:  The Unit 18 portion.  
24  
25                 MS. GREGORY:  For Unit 18.  
26  
27                 (In Yup'ik)   
28  
29                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
32  
33                 MR. A. NICK:  I'd like to remind the  
34 Council members as well as the other people speaking or  
35 addressing Council, including the translators, to please  
36 turn on your microphone before you speak so it will enter  
37 into your records.  
38  
39                 Thank you.   
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, thank you, Alex.   
42 You still want to know.....  
43  
44                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Do you want me to restate  
45 my motion?  
46  
47                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes, please.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....the motion?  
50  
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1                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, to restate  
4  my motion it was to support Proposal No. 42 -- no,  
5  actually the actual wording of it was to oppose the  
6  language regarding Unit 18 in Proposal 42 and the intent  
7  was made earlier that we would prefer the language that  
8  we adopted under Proposal No. 50 to be included, inserted  
9  for Unit 18.  That would be the action of the Council.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, aren't we  
12 talking about Proposal 52?  
13  
14                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  No.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  No, 42.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Oh, you were on 42, my  
19 mistake.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Now, you understand the  
22 motion?  
23  
24                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  42 instead of 52.    
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  42.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  42.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Roll call.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  42.  Nick Andrews.  
35  
36                 MR. ANDREWS:  Here.  
37  
38                 (Laughter)  
39  
40                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
41  
42                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
43  
44                 MS. GREGORY:  B. Aloysius.  
45  
46                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
47  
48                 MS. GREGORY:  Greg.  
49  
50                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Harry.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
4  
5                  MS. GREGORY:  John.  
6  
7                  MR. HANSON:  Yeah.  
8  
9                  MS. GREGORY:  Me.  Beverly.  
10  
11                 MS. HOFFMAN:  What was yours?  
12  
13                 MS. GREGORY:  Uh?  
14  
15                 MS. HOFFMAN:  What was yours?  
16  
17                 MS. GREGORY:  I was no, because I didn't  
18 understand, I was in the wrong proposal.  
19  
20                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Mike.  
23  
24                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Eight yea's and one nay.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  The motion is carried.   
29 We will recess until tomorrow morning 8:00 o'clock.  
30  
31                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  We've only been going one  
32 hour.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  We have one hour left.  
35  
36                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  We got one more hour.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I thought you want two  
39 hours.  
40  
41                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Two hours was in the  
42 motion.  
43  
44                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes, and it's only.....  
45  
46                 MR. HANSON:  It's only 8:00 o'clock.  
47  
48                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yeah, it's 7:55.  
49  
50                 (Laughter)  



00116   
1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  Okay, we'll  
2  continue.  We'll take three hours.  
3  
4                  (Laughter)  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay, next on our  
7  agenda, crossover Proposal 43.  
8  
9                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, the next two  
10 proposals 43 and 44, both deal with the allowance of  
11 taking game under the same day airborne hunting.  The  
12 first one 43, deals with caribou and 44 deals with moose.   
13 We'll deal with 43 first which was submitted by the  
14 Bristol Bay Regional Advisory Council.  This would allow  
15 same day airborne hunting in Units 9 and 17.  
16  
17                 There are four caribou herds.  The one  
18 that pertains to the proposal that deals with your region  
19 is the Northern Peninsula Caribou Herd and it's located  
20 in Unit 17 and the Mulchatna Caribou Herd is found in  
21 both Units 9 and also Unit 17.  If you look at the top of  
22 the page, 117, top of Page 117, essentially this  
23 proposal, if adopted, would add the language that you see  
24 in bold there.  
25  
26                 Currently you cannot take wildlife for  
27 subsistence purposes, same day airborne, except for the  
28 taking of deer.  And what it would do is add the language  
29 and the subsistence taking of caribou in Units 9 and  
30 Units 17 except for the National Park Service areas.  It  
31 would add that language to the current regulations.  
32  
33                 And Mr. Chair, the reason why this  
34 proposal is being presented to your Council today is  
35 because it would affect residents of Bethel, Goodnews  
36 Bay, Platinum, Quinhagak, Eek, Tuntutuliak, Napakiak,  
37 Akiak, Akiachuk, Tuluksak and Kwethluk.  Those  
38 communities have customary and traditional use  
39 determination to harvest caribou in Unit 17.  So if  
40 adopted it would affect those residents.  
41  
42                 The Alaska Board of Game authorized same  
43 day airborne hunting of the Mulchatna Caribou Herd in  
44 1995.  The regulation stipulated that you may hunt  
45 caribou on State managed lands during January 1st through  
46 April 15th in Unit 9(B), Unit 17(B) and that portion of  
47 17(C) east of the Nushagak River also Unit 23 and 26 the  
48 same day you have flown.  Same day airborne hunting in  
49 Unit 23 and 26 were rescinded in 1996.  
50  
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1                  The Federal Subsistence Board has  
2  reviewed numerous wildlife proposals requesting same day  
3  airborne hunting by subsistence users since 1992/1993  
4  regulatory year and all have been rejected by the Board.   
5  
6                  The National Park Service prohibits same  
7  day airborne hunting taking of certain species of  
8  wildlife, including caribou.  The Bureau of Land  
9  Management and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
10 currently do not have any regulations related to the use  
11 of aircraft, same day airborne hunting for moose and  
12 caribou but are governed by the provisions of the  
13 Airborne Hunting Act.  The same day airborne hunting of  
14 caribou on BLM and Fish and Wildlife Service lands is  
15 currently allowed but under State regulations.  
16  
17                 The Mulchatna Caribou Herd in 1997, it  
18 peaked out at 193,000 animals and the 1999 estimate was  
19 175,000 animals, the current estimate is around 147,000  
20 animals.  
21  
22                 The Fish and Wildlife Service supports  
23 existing protection found in the Airborne Hunting Act and  
24 its associated regulations that generally prohibit  
25 harassment of hunting of wildlife with aircraft.   
26 Exposing caribou to potential harassment by airplanes  
27 would put additional stress on animals during the winter  
28 when caribou are generally in the poorest physical  
29 condition.  Liberalizing the harvest through the use of  
30 same day airborne hunting methods would not be consistent  
31 with the previously identified conservation concern used  
32 to justify closure of Federal public lands and reduced  
33 harvest limits in Units 17(A), 17(C) and 9(E).  
34  
35                 Same day airborne hunting of caribou in  
36 Units 9 and 17, if allowed, could create significant  
37 enforcement problems as well.  
38  
39                 Passage of this proposal could also draw  
40 attention from non-local hunters and anti-airborne  
41 hunting interests and create controversy by linking  
42 subsistence hunting with airborne hunting.  
43  
44                 This proposal would affect caribou which  
45 pertains to the component of the proposal that you're  
46 concerned with is Mulchatna Caribou Herd.  If same day  
47 airborne hunting of the caribou is allowed in Units 9 and  
48 17, local residents in these units who rely on water or  
49 ground-base access to harvest the caribou to provide  
50 subsistence use benefits would be adversely affected when  
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1  having to compete with airborne caribou hunters.  
2  
3                  The Bristol Bay Native Association whose  
4  members include representatives from 30 villages in  
5  Bristol Bay region have expressed the position that  
6  airplane use should not be considered a customary and  
7  traditional mode of transportation for subsistence  
8  harvesting.  National Park Service regulations which  
9  prohibit land and shoot activities on Park Service lands  
10 in Alaska applies to Lake Clark National Park and  
11 Preserve, Katmai National Park Preserve and Aniakchak  
12 National Monument Preserve and the Alagnak Wildlife  
13 River.  If the Federal Subsistence Board should adopt  
14 this proposal it would not apply on National Park Service  
15 lands in Unit 9 and Unit 17.  
16  
17                 Also, Mr. Chair, the preliminary  
18 conclusion is to support with the modification to allow  
19 same day airborne hunting of only the Mulchatna Caribou  
20 Herd during the winter seasons consistent with State  
21 regulations. The modification would allow same day  
22 airborne hunting on BLM lands in Unit 9(B), 17(B) and  
23 17(C) and a very small portion of the Togiak National  
24 Wildlife Refuge in the western part of 17(B).   
25  
26                 Essentially on Page 125 toward the top,  
27 in addition to allowing the taking of deer, same day  
28 airborne, it would add the following language:  
29  
30                 The taking of caribou from January 1st  
31                 through April 15th in Units 9(B), 17(B),  
32                 and that portion of 17(C) east of the  
33                 Nushagak River provided that hunter is  
34                 300 feet from the airplane except in  
35                 National Park Service areas.  
36  
37                 Mr. Chair, with that, I shall stop there,  
38 thank you.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
41 comments.  
42  
43                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
44 The Department supports this proposal with modification.   
45 This proposal would open up Federal public lands in a  
46 vast area of Southwestern Alaska to same day airborne  
47 hunting.  The Department does not support allowing the  
48 same day airborne hunting of caribou throughout Units 9  
49 and 17, however, we can support provisions for same day  
50 airborne hunting in the Federal subsistence regulations  
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1  that are consistent with State regulations which  
2  authorize same day airborne hunting of Mulchatna Caribou  
3  during the period January 1st through April 15th in Units  
4  9(B), 17(B) and 17(C) east of the Nushagak River provided  
5  the hunter is at least 300 feet from the airplane at the  
6  time of taking.  
7  
8                  Federal same day airborne hunting  
9  regulations inconsistent with the State regulations would  
10 create enforcement problems and subject the small and  
11 declining North Alaska Peninsula Herd and other herds,  
12 other than the Mulchatna Herd to overharvest.  The  
13 difficulty of distinguishing Federal lands from State  
14 managed lands in Units 9 and 17 would add to the  
15 enforcement difficulties and will likely result in  
16 violations.  
17  
18                 Thank you.   
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Public  
21 comments.  
22  
23                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there were no  
24 summary of written comments.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Okay.  Talking points,  
27 Carl.  
28  
29                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, Carl Jack,  
30 Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  As I recall the Staff  
31 Committee didn't develop talking points contrary to what  
32 is in the analysis nor the preliminary conclusion.  
33  
34                 Thank you.   
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
37 Summary of written comments.  
38  
39                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there are none.  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Regional Council  
42 deliberation, recommendation and justification.  
43  
44                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
47  
48                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I seem to have a lot of  
49 questions.  Right now the State allows airborne -- State  
50 Game regulations allows airborne hunting, same day  
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1  airborne hunting for caribou in Unit 9 and 17, is that  
2  what I understand, but Federal regulation right now does  
3  not allow that on Federal lands?  Is that what I  
4  understand, but this would change that?  
5  
6                  MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yeah, go ahead.  
9  
10                 MR. DEMATTEO:  To answer her question, in  
11 Units 9 and 17, okay, the Bureau of Land Management and  
12 the Fish and Wildlife Service do not have any regulations  
13 related to the use of aircraft, same day airborne hunting  
14 for moose or caribou, okay.  But under State regulations  
15 there are and the same day airborne hunting of caribou on  
16 BLM lands and Fish and Wildlife Service lands in those  
17 two units is currently allowed but under State  
18 regulations only.  If this proposal were adopted it would  
19 only affect Federal lands.  And I think somebody pointed  
20 out there that would hold the user to make sure they were  
21 on Federal lands and all that confusion.  
22  
23                 MS. HOFFMAN:  But in all the other units  
24 it's not allowed; is that correct?  
25  
26                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Other than 9 or 17 or  
27 where?  
28  
29                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Other than 9 and 17?  
30  
31                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Let's see, the Alaska  
32 Board of Game, in '95, they allowed 9(B), 17(B), a  
33 portion of 17(C), 23 and 26.  And for 23 and 26 it was  
34 rescinded, so that leaves us with, yes, 9(B), 17(B) and  
35 that portion of 17(C), and you'll find that on Page 18  
36 about half way down.  
37  
38                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mr. Chair, even though  
39 there seems to be some support of this, I just have a  
40 hard time with that concept of same day airborne caribou  
41 hunting and I would just have a hard time supporting this  
42 proposal.  It seems like there's a lot of potential for  
43 harassment.  We're concerned of declining numbers.   
44 Because of maybe airborne harassment and how many people  
45 are out there in their airplanes hunting, I don't know,  
46 but I just have a hard time supporting this proposal.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  More recommendations  
49 from the Council.  
50  
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1                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Bob.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  I move that we oppose this  
6  WP04-43.  
7  
8                  MR. HANSON:  Second.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
11 floor and a second.  Any more discussion.  
12  
13                 MR. L. WILDE:  Question.....  
14  
15                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Greg.  
18  
19                 MR. L. WILDE:  .....Mr. Chairman.  Oh,  
20 sorry.  
21  
22                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Well, I wanted to hear a  
23 little bit more feedback, perhaps, if there might be any  
24 interest in modifying the proposal to apply only for the  
25 January 1 through April 15th period which was put in  
26 place in the State regulations, specifically to avoid the  
27 large sport hunting and non-resident hunting component.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Beverly.  
30  
31                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Not on my part.  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Any more discussion.  
34  
35                 MR. L. WILDE:  If there are no further  
36 discussion, Mr. Chairman, I call for the question on the  
37 motion.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion and a  
40 second and is there call for question.  
41  
42                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  He did.  
43  
44                 MR. L. WILDE:  I just did.  
45  
46                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  He already called for the  
47 question.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester call for  
50 question.  All who favor not to support this say aye.  
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1                  IN UNISON:  Aye.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Opposed, say no.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Aye.  
6  
7                  MS. GREGORY:  One opposed, 8 to 1, Greg  
8  Roczicka, no.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  How many?  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Eight yes, one opposed.  
13  
14                 MS. HOFFMAN:  But yes to oppose.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Eight yes and one  
17 oppose.....  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  One opposed, yeah.  
20  
21                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Eight opposed and one for.  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  Eight yes to oppose and one  
24 no not to oppose.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  .....to Proposal 43.   
27 Don.  
28  
29                 MR. RIVARD:  Mr. Chair, just to try to  
30 clarify, I think we know what the intent is.  But your  
31 yes vote was to oppose the proposal.  
32  
33                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
34  
35                 MR. RIVARD:  So there were eight votes to  
36 oppose.  One to not oppose.  
37  
38                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
39  
40                 MS. GREGORY:  Yes, that's how I've got  
41 it.  
42  
43                 MR. RIVARD:  Okay, thank you.  
44  
45                 (Laughter)  
46  
47                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Next on our agenda is  
48 Proposal 44.    
49  
50                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, Proposal 44  
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1  again was submitted by the Bristol Bay Regional Advisory  
2  Council, and this proposal would aim to do the same  
3  thing, to allow same day airborne hunting for moose in  
4  Unit 9 and 17.  
5  
6                  This proposal is being presented to you  
7  today because for Unit 17, residents of Goodnews Bay,  
8  Platinum have C&T use for moose in Unit 17(A).   
9  Additionally, residents of Akiak and Akiachak have C&T  
10 use determination for moose as well in 17(A), for 17(B)  
11 and (C) residents of Goodnews and Platinum again and  
12 residents of Akiak and Akiakchak have customary and  
13 traditional use determination for moose in a portion of  
14 the Refuge in 17(B) and also residents of Kwethluk.  
15  
16                 Mr. Chair, everything I said in the  
17 previous analysis holds true for this one as well.  If  
18 you look on Page 131 under proposed regulations, Page 131  
19 at the top it would add the language after that it's  
20 legal to take subsistence deer, same day airborne, would  
21 add this language:  
22  
23                 And the subsistence taking of moose in  
24                 Units 9 and 17.  
25  
26                 From surveys conducted in Unit 17(A),  
27 there was an increase from 84 moose in 1994 to 429 moose  
28 in 1998, and in 1999 the estimate was 511 and more  
29 recently in 2002 it was estimated there was 652 moose in  
30 Unit 17(A).  The current population of those estimated  
31 about 750 animals.  This dramatic increase in numbers is  
32 attributed to continued immigration from adjacent Unit  
33 17(C).  For Unit 17(B) and (C) moose are now common along  
34 the Nushagak, Mulchatna Rivers and all of the major  
35 tributaries.  They are also found throughout the Wood  
36 Tikchik Lake areas.  In the last decade moose populations  
37 throughout most of 17(B) and (C) have increased in number  
38 and range.  The primary reasons include moderate and  
39 severe and several successive winters and also low  
40 predation rates by wolves and decreased human harvest of  
41 cow moose.  
42  
43                 In 2001, the Department of Fish and Game  
44 and the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge Staff conducted  
45 moose population estimation surveys in the western part  
46 of 17(B).  This included the Upper Nushagak River  
47 Drainage and drainages of Lake Kulik and Lake Beverly.   
48 The extrapolated estimate for this area was 1,200 moose.   
49 The management objective for Unit 17(B) is to achieve and  
50 maintain a density of one moose per square mile on good  



00124   
1  moose range.  This estimate of 1,200 moose gives an  
2  estimated density of about .41 moose per square mile, so  
3  there is room for growth.  
4  
5                  The moose population in 17(C) was  
6  estimated at 1,400 to 1,700 moose in 1987.  In March of  
7  '99 portions of 17(C) were surveyed yielding an  
8  extrapolated estimate of 2,900 moose for Unit 17(C).   
9  Moose use the scattered tracts of BLM land in both Unit  
10 17(B) and 17(C), however, no population data is currently  
11 available for these areas.  The current moose population  
12 in Unit 17(B), 17(C) is estimated to be stable and in  
13 stable condition.  Very few moose found on the Refuge  
14 lands in these two units, except for the Sunshine Valley  
15 area at the northwest end of Unit 17(C) or a small  
16 population uses Refuge lands.  Very few moose are found  
17 on Refuge lands in Unit 17(B).  
18  
19                 Additional subsistence opportunities to  
20 hunt moose same day airborne in Unit 9 and 17 would be  
21 provided to those subsistence users who own or have  
22 access to airplanes if this proposal were adopted.  They  
23 would be able to land and harvest a moose on the same  
24 day.  This more convenient method of access would  
25 probably increase the harvest of moose in both the units  
26 as hunters would be able to cover more areas in both  
27 units in a shorter period of time.  Moose aggregate in  
28 river valley bottoms or in riparian areas during the  
29 winter and early spring and could become more vulnerable  
30 to hunters using airplanes on skis.  Although the amount  
31 of aircraft access has risen in recent years in most  
32 parts of the state, aircraft are not used extensively for  
33 subsistence purposes.  In addition, while aircraft were  
34 historically employed in few rural locations since the  
35 1950s, it appears that the practice of taking of big game  
36 same day airborne was not widespread.  
37  
38                 Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion for  
39 this proposal is to oppose the proposal.  
40  
41                 Thank you.   
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
44 comments.  
45  
46                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
47 The Department opposes this proposal.  Same day airborne  
48 hunting of moose is not allowed anywhere in the state and  
49 its authorization in Units 9 and 17 would be detrimental  
50 to the moose populations there.  
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1                  The overall moose population in Unit 9 is  
2  considered to be low and stable based on trend count area  
3  surveys and compared to its historic size in the 1970s.   
4  Furthermore, moose numbers in Units 9(A) and 9(B) are  
5  considered to be very low.  The Unit 9 moose population  
6  is believed to be limited by neonate mortality associated  
7  with brown bears but is relatively stable due in part to  
8  stability in human harvest over the past 20 years.  
9  
10                 Same day airborne hunting would increase  
11 harvest above sustainable levels, further reduce the  
12 population and lead to more harvest restrictions being  
13 imposed on Federally-qualified subsistence users.  
14  
15                 Finally, attempting to justify same day  
16 airborne moose hunting because the State issues winter  
17 registration permits in Togiak, Dillingham and Manokotak?  
18  
19                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Manokotak.  
20  
21                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Manokotak for its Unit  
22 17 moose hunt is a spurious argument.  
23  
24                 Thank you.   
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Public  
27 comments.  
28  
29                 MR. A. NICK:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair, there  
30 are no comments.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Talking  
33 points, Carl Jack.  
34  
35                 MR. JACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Carl  
36 Jack, Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  The Staff Committee  
37 doesn't have any talking points contrary to what's in the  
38 analysis, nor the preliminary conclusion.  But note that  
39 there's already prohibition on the NPS lands for same day  
40 airborne, and if this proposal is adopted, they have made  
41 it very clear that it would not apply to NPS lands.  
42  
43                 Thank you.   
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.   
46 Regional Council deliberation, recommendation and  
47 justification.  
48  
49                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, you forgot  
50 Item 5, summary of written comments.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  I did that, but there's  
2  no written comments.  
3  
4                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Well, put it on record.  
5  
6                  MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, for the record I  
7  stated earlier that there are no public comments.  
8  
9                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  No, written.  
10  
11                 MR. A. NICK:  No written comments.  
12  
13                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  There's a difference.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, I move to  
16 oppose Proposal No. WP04-44.  
17  
18                 MR. HANSON:  Second.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
21 floor not to support Proposal 44 and a second.   
22 Discussion.  
23  
24                 Greg.  
25  
26                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
27 I'd like to just make a note here, too, I have  
28 information from the Federal Subsistence liaison, Mr.  
29 Terry Haynes from Fish and Game also that the Moose  
30 Planning Group in Togiak for 17(A) met on February 23rd  
31 and opposed the proposal, and also that the sponsor of  
32 the proposal, Bristol Bay Advisory Council, when they met  
33 they also opposed this proposal.  I intend to vote  
34 against it.  
35  
36                 And I'm ready for the question.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion and  
39 second and it's a question.  I'm going to request for a  
40 roll call.  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  Is this 45 or 44?  
43  
44                 MR. L. WILDE:  44.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  44, Mary.  
47  
48                 MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
49  
50                 REPORTER:  Mary.  
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1                  MS. GREGORY:  Oh, I'm sorry.  Joseph  
2  Mike.  
3  
4                  MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
5  
6                  MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  Harry Wilde.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
9  
10                 MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
11  
12                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
13  
14                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
15  
16                 MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
17  
18                 MS. GREGORY:  Bev Hoffman.  
19  
20                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
21  
22                 MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
23  
24                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
25  
26                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
27  
28                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  Nick Andrews.  
31  
32                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Two, four, six, eight, nine  
35 -- nine yea's to not support.  Nine yea's to not support  
36 Proposal 44.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Proposal WP04-44 not  
39 supported by Yukon Kuskokwim Regional Advisory Council.  
40  
41                 Next on our agenda, Proposal 45.  
42  
43                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Chair, Proposal 45 was  
44 submitted by the Bristol Bay Regional Council.  They  
45 requested fall moose hunting on Federal public lands in  
46 Unit 17(A) be closed to non-qualified hunters.  The fall  
47 season be changed from August 25 through September 20th,  
48 to August 20 to September 15th, and also that use of  
49 Federal registration permits be implemented instead of  
50 the current State registration permit.  
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1                  Mr. Chair, this proposal's being  
2  presented to you today again because residents of  
3  Goodnews Bay and Platinum have C&T to harvest moose in  
4  Unit 17(A) and also rural residents of Akiak and Akiachak  
5  have a positive C&T use determination for moose in Unit  
6  17(A).   
7  
8                  The hunt area for the State winter hunt  
9  is in the same area as what is proposed in the Federal  
10 subsistence winter hunt for Proposal 46, which is the  
11 next one, which would be specified on the permit.  The  
12 proposed regulation is half way down the page on Page 142  
13 of the analysis.  Essentially what it would do is for  
14 Unit 17(A) moose, it would eliminate the State  
15 registration permit and also the season August 25 through  
16 September 20.  It would change it to a Federal  
17 registration permit and the season would be August 20th  
18 through September 15th.  Federal public lands are closed  
19 to the harvest of moose except by Federally-qualified  
20 subsistence users.  
21  
22                 This proposal would modify the current  
23 Federal subsistence hunting regulations for the fall  
24 moose hunting season in Unit 17(A).  The fall Federal  
25 subsistence season would be closed to all non-Federally-  
26 qualified subsistence hunters.  The fall Federal  
27 subsistence season would start on August 20th, instead of  
28 the current start date of August 25 and then on September  
29 15th.  All Federally-qualified subsistence hunters would  
30 be required to use a Federal registration permit to hunt  
31 on Federal public lands instead of the current State  
32 registration permit.  
33  
34                 In March of 1996, the Togiak National  
35 Wildlife Refuge and the Department of Fish and Game  
36 initiated a planning process for Unit 17(A) moose by  
37 discussing moose management guidelines at the spring  
38 Bristol Bay Federal Subsistence Regional Council meeting  
39 in Naknek.  The primary goal of the management objectives  
40 was to allow the continued growth and immigration of  
41 moose in Unit 17(A) while providing for a limited  
42 harvest.  From 1996 to 1999 a Draft Management Plan  
43 evolved, which was discussed at the public meeting in  
44 Togiak.  Key management objectives include maintaining a  
45 minimum resident Unit 17(A) moose population of 300  
46 animals, increase the Unit 17(A) moose population to its  
47 carrying capacity, allow a fall harvest season for bulls  
48 when the moose population is greater than 300 animals and  
49 when the population exceeds 600 moose, moose provide a  
50 greater opportunity for harvest, such as a limited winter  



00129   
1  hunt.  
2  
3                  Since mid-1999, several proposals have  
4  been submitted to the Alaska Board of Game and the  
5  Federal Subsistence Board to establish winter hunts in  
6  Unit 17(A), both Boards adhering to the Draft Management  
7  Plan guidelines have approved the winter hunt because the  
8  moose population had reached 600 moose.  The Bristol Bay  
9  Native Association submitted a proposal, Proposal 52 to  
10 the Alaska Board of Game in early September 2002 for a  
11 winter moose hunt in Unit 17(A).  The Alaska Board of  
12 Game accepted an agenda change request to consider the  
13 proposal during its meeting.  The special action which  
14 was submitted to the Federal Subsistence Board would have  
15 permitted a limited Federal winter hunt in 2002/2003  
16 regulatory year was approved in modification by the Board  
17 in November 2002.  The modification stipulated that the  
18 Federal subsistence hunt require the use of a State  
19 registration permit and the use of a Federal permit.   
20 Special Action 02-11 was not implemented during that year  
21 due to the mild winter and the lack of snow for  
22 snowmachine travel preventing the winter hunt from  
23 occurring.  A proposal the following year, 03-24 which  
24 replaced the special action submitted by the Bristol Bay  
25 Native Association would establish a limited winter moose  
26 hunt in Unit 17(A).  The Federal Board with  
27 recommendations from the Council and Staff deferred the  
28 proposal pending review by the 17(A) Moose Planning  
29 Working Group.  The Working Group scheduled its meeting  
30 in Togiak for September 2003 however the meeting was  
31 cancelled.  The Council recommended at their September  
32 2003 meeting to defer Proposal 24 and that it be included  
33 in the 2004/2005 regulatory cycle, which we are in now.  
34  
35                 Two other related wildlife proposals  
36 concerning 17(A) moose will also be considered during  
37 this regulatory cycle.  Proposal 46 and 47 which follow  
38 this proposal.    
39  
40                 The State winter season for 2003/2004 was  
41 scheduled to start on December 22nd, 2003, the season  
42 would last up to 14 days, one antlered bull by State  
43 registration permit and the hunt area which was proposed  
44 in Proposal 46.  
45  
46                 Based on aerial surveys conducted in the  
47 1980s and early 1990s often less than 10 moose were  
48 observed in the unit.  From subsequent surveys that was  
49 an increase from 84 moose in 1994 to 429 moose in 1998,  
50 511 to 1999 and 652 in 2002.  Current population is  
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1  estimated to be about 750 moose.  This dramatic increase  
2  in moose numbers is attributed to continued immigration  
3  from adjacent Unit 17(C).  Regulation changes implemented  
4  by the Alaska Board of Game and apparent reduction of  
5  illegal harvest as a result of poor travel conditions,  
6  changing attitudes of local residents, moose management  
7  planning efforts and conservation education strategies by  
8  the Refuge and also by the Alaska Department of Fish and  
9  Game, the availability of the expanding Mulchatna Caribou  
10 Herd and good moose productivity and survival in the unit  
11 due to mild winters, fewer predators and excellent  
12 habitat along 17(A) drainages.  
13  
14                 Proposal 45 would provide an August 20th  
15 to September 15th Federal subsistence moose hunt with a  
16 separate Federal registration permit for Federally-  
17 qualified rural residents only in Unit 17(A).  The  
18 Federal subsistence season would start five days earlier  
19 and end five days earlier than the existing seasons and  
20 also than the current scheduled State hunt.  Only  
21 Federally-qualified subsistence moose hunters would be  
22 able to hunt on Federal public lands during August 20th  
23 to September 15th fall season.  If this proposal were  
24 approved, Federal registration permits could be issued in  
25 other villages that have C&T use determination for moose  
26 in 17(A).  
27  
28                 The moose population in Unit 17(A) is  
29 increasing and is healthy and local hunter success rate  
30 for the fall hunt remains high.  
31  
32                 Current harvest levels, local user  
33 success rates and current growing and healthy moose  
34 populations in 17(A) do not justify the proposed closure  
35 to non-Federally-qualified users as required in Section  
36 .815 of ANILCA.  
37  
38                 The use of aircraft is restricted to  
39 State maintained airports only in Unit 17(A) with a State  
40 registration permit.  The State imposed this restriction  
41 to minimize the hunting effort to non-local moose  
42 hunters.  There would be no aircraft access restriction  
43 with a Federal registration permit.  
44  
45                 The fall hunt has been ongoing for seven  
46 years with few, if any problems occurring.  User conflict  
47 concerns and other moose management issues from Unit  
48 17(A) should be considered by the Unit 17(A) Moose  
49 Planning Working Group.  
50  
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1                  Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusion is  
2  to oppose this proposal.  
3  
4                  Thank you.   
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
7  comments.  
8  
9                  MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
10 The Department is opposed to this proposal.  No evidence  
11 is presented to support the proposed closure of Federal  
12 public lands in Unit 17(A) except to Federally-qualified  
13 subsistence users.  
14  
15                 Ever since the Alaska Board of Game  
16 implemented the State registration permit moose hunt in  
17 Unit 17(A) a total of 360 hunters have obtained permits,  
18 only 12 of these hunters were not residents of Unit 17.   
19 Of the 60 moose reported to be harvested in this  
20 registration hunt through fall 2002, all but one were  
21 taken by Unit 17 residents.  Annual harvests remain below  
22 sustainable harvest levels.  Adoption of this proposal  
23 would result in a hunt for which many hunters would need  
24 to obtain both State and Federal registration permits as  
25 the boundaries between Federal and State managed lands  
26 are not easily distinguishable.  
27  
28                 Thank you.   
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Public  
31 comment.  
32  
33                 (No comments)  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  If none, talking points.  
36  
37                 MR. JACK:  Mr. Chairman, Carl Jack,  
38 Inter-Agency Staff Committee.  The Staff Committee  
39 doesn't have talking points on this -- contrary to what  
40 was presented nor the preliminary conclusion.  
41  
42                 Thank you.   
43  
44                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Carl.  Public  
45 -- summary of written comment.  
46  
47                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there are no  
48 summary of written comments.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Regional  
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1  Council deliberation, recommendation and justification.  
2  
3                  Greg.  
4  
5                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
6  I agree with all the comments and the conclusions reached  
7  by the Staff and I believe this proposal should be  
8  opposed and I so move.  
9  
10                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, I second the  
11 motion.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
14 floor by Greg and a second by Bob.  Motion was to oppose  
15 No. 45, any more discussion.  
16  
17                 (No comments)  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  Question.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
22 for.  Roll call.  
23  
24                 MS. GREGORY:  For Proposal 45.  
25  
26                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Mary.  
27  
28                 REPORTER:  Mary.  
29  
30                 MS. GREGORY:  Yeah, sorry.  Nick Andrews.  
31  
32                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
33  
34                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
35  
36                 MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
39  
40                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
41  
42                 MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
43  
44                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
49  
50                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
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1                  MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Mary Gregory, yes.  Bev  
4  Hoffman.  
5  
6                  MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
7  
8                  MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
9  
10                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
11  
12                 MS. GREGORY:  Nine yea's to oppose.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Proposal 45 is rejected.   
15 Proposal 46 and 47.    
16  
17                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Mr.  
18 Chair, Proposals 46 and 47 were analyzed together.   
19 Proposal 46, which essentially is the deferred Proposal  
20 24 that I mentioned in the previous analysis.  
21  
22                 Proposal 46 was submitted by the Bristol  
23 Bay Native Association and requests a limited winter  
24 moose hunt be held in Unit 17(A) during the period  
25 December 1st and January 31st.  
26  
27                 Proposal 47 was submitted by the Togiak  
28 Natives Limited.  It requests that a winter moose hunt be  
29 held in Unit 17(A) from January 1st through the 31st with  
30 a harvest limit of one moose.  The season would be closed  
31 when 20 cows have been harvested.  
32  
33                 Mr. Chair, these proposals are being  
34 presented to you again because the residents of Goodnews  
35 Bay and Platinum have a customary and traditional use  
36 determination to harvest moose in Unit 17(A) and also  
37 within that portion of 17(A) north of Togiak Lake that  
38 includes the Izaviknik River or residents of Akiak and  
39 Akiachak have positive C&T use determination for moose in  
40 17(A) within that portion.  So if this proposal is  
41 adopted it would affect those residents.  
42  
43                 As was originally submitted Proposal 24  
44 was vague as to the description of the hunt area in Unit  
45 17(A).  The proponent has clarified that the intent of  
46 the proposal was to have the same hunt area as special  
47 action 02-11, that is the area east of the west shore of  
48 the Nunivak Lake, west bank of the Kemuk River and west  
49 bank of the Togiak River south from the confluence of the  
50 Togiak and Kemuk Rivers.  Additionally, Council member  
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1  Robert Heyano met with the Bristol Bay Regional  
2  Coordinator, Mr. Edenshaw in November of 2000 to discuss  
3  Unit 17(A) moose issues.  Mr. Heyano had two primary  
4  concerns regarding the use of State registration permits  
5  to implement Federal moose hunts in fall and winter in  
6  Unit 17(A).  These concerns are:  
7  
8                  1.      The Alaska Department of Fish and  
9                          Game restricts public access to  
10                         State registration permits.  They  
11                         have only been issuing permits in  
12                         Togiak for the fall moose hunt in  
13                         Unit 17(A).  They do not issue  
14                         State permits in Goodnews Bay and  
15                         Platinum and in other Unit 17(A)  
16                         communities with a positive C&T  
17                         use determination for moose in  
18                         Unit 17.  
19  
20                 And concern;  
21  
22                 2.      State registration permits  
23                         restrict aircraft access to State  
24                         maintained airports only.  
25  
26                 His concerns are addressed in the effects  
27 of the proposal section of this analysis in more detail.  
28  
29                 Mr. Chair, Wildlife Proposal 47 is  
30 similar to 46 in that it requests a winter moose hunt in  
31 Unit 17(A), however, it differs in that it requests a one  
32 month season.  It would allow the harvest of either sex  
33 moose instead of one antlered bull.  It would also allow  
34 up to 20 cow moose to be harvested and proposes that the  
35 hunt area be the entire unit instead of only a part of  
36 Unit 17(A) as described in Proposal 46.  
37  
38                 The analysis of 47 will be incorporated  
39 into 46.  The proposed winter hunt would occur in Unit  
40 17(A), the area east of the west shore of the Nunivak  
41 Lake, west bank of the Kemuk River and west bank of the  
42 Togiak River south from the confluence of the Togiak and  
43 Kemuk Rivers.  The harvest limit would be one antlered  
44 bull by Federal registration permit only.  The opening  
45 and closing of the harvest season would be announced by  
46 the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge manager. This  
47 proposal would allow managers the flexibility to open the  
48 winter moose hunt when adequate snow conditions for  
49 snowmachine travel are present.  
50  
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1                  Mr. Chair, on Page 158, if you look half  
2  way down the page you'll see proposed Federal regulations  
3  for Unit 17(A) moose on Page 158.  For Proposal 46 it  
4  would establish the following language:  
5  
6                  Unit 17(A) moose, the area east of the  
7                  west shore Nunivak Lake, west bank of the  
8                  Kemuk River and west bank of the Togiak  
9                  River south from the confluence of the  
10                 Togiak and Kemuk Rivers.  One antlered  
11                 bull by Federal registration permit only  
12                 during the period of December 1st to  
13                 January 31st.  The season may be opened  
14                 or closed by the announcement of the  
15                 Togiak National Wildlife Refuge manager.  
16  
17                 For Proposal 47, the proposed language  
18 is:  
19  
20                 Unit 17(A) moose, one moose, January 1st  
21                 through the 31st.  The season would be  
22                 closed when 20 cows have been harvested.  
23  
24                 Proposal 46 would provide a to be  
25 announced winter moose season during the period of  
26 December 1st through January 31st for Federally-qualified  
27 rural residents in part of 17(A).  The season would allow   
28 managers the flexibility to open a winter moose hunt when  
29 snow conditions permit adequate snowmachine travel within  
30 the unit and to close season when harvest objectives have  
31 been achieved.  
32  
33                 The designated limited hunt area within  
34 17(A) would still allow for the expansion of moose  
35 population into the western portion of 17(A).  This would  
36 allow further westward expansion from the unhunted area  
37 in the Kanektok, Goodnews, Arolik River drainages into  
38 adjacent Unit 18(A) where the current moose population is  
39 very sparse.  The harvest limit required of one antlered  
40 bull would reduce the potential harvest of cows  
41 occasionally mistaken harvested during the winter as  
42 antlerless bulls.  
43  
44                 As a result of the Alaska Board of Game  
45 action in October of 2002 which established a winter hunt  
46 under State regulations, local residents already have the  
47 requested harvest opportunity.  The only difference  
48 between this deferred proposal request and current State  
49 regulations is the type of permit and where the permit  
50 will be issued.  Department of Fish and Game has stated,  
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1  and the Alaska Board of Game has concurred that the State  
2  registration permits will only be issued in the  
3  communities of Togiak and Dillingham.  In addition, the  
4  Togiak National Wildlife Refuge would help distribute  
5  State permits in Manokotak.  If this proposal is  
6  approved, Federal registration permits can be issued in  
7  other villages that have C&T use determination for moose  
8  in Unit 17(A).  A Federal registration permit would only  
9  be valid on Federal public lands and unit while a State  
10 registration permit would be valid on all lands within  
11 the unit.  
12  
13                 Implementing the winter hunt with two  
14 separate permit systems would be a duplication of both  
15 permit systems.  Harvest reporting requirements confusing  
16 to hunters.  And different concurrent fall moose hunting  
17 permit requirements, and may create potential law  
18 enforcement problems.    
19  
20                 Also as stated before this is a  
21 restriction that the State imposed to minimize the  
22 hunting effort from non-locals.  This same restriction  
23 has existed for the fall hunt for the last seven years  
24 and has not been a problem.  The restriction of aircraft  
25 access by State registration permit, use of aircraft is  
26 restricted to State maintained airports only, for  
27 example, Togiak and Twin Hills in 17(A).  Mr. Heyano  
28 agrees that this is a desirable -- it is desirable to  
29 have the aircraft restriction to minimize hunting effort  
30 from non-locals, but would like Federal permits for  
31 Federally-qualified subsistence users that would allow  
32 aircraft access for Federal hunters.  Mr. Heyano claims  
33 that it would be customary for many of the local hunters  
34 to use aircraft to access lakes within Togiak National  
35 Wildlife Refuge for moose hunting.  He believes that it  
36 would be unnecessary to restrict Federally-qualified  
37 hunters from using aircraft.  Very few local hunters have  
38 used planes to access lakes within the Refuge to hunt  
39 moose.  And 17(A) has been closed to moose hunting for 16  
40 years from 1981 to 1997.  Refuge lands in Unit 17(B)  
41 contain few, if any moose and 17(C) has only a few lakes  
42 within the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge accessible by  
43 plane.  Access to these lakes primarily occurs by boat  
44 and/or snowmachine from Manokotak.  
45  
46                 Proposal 47 would establish a winter hunt  
47 in 17(A) for the month of January with the harvest limit  
48 of one moose.  The season would be closed when 20 cows  
49 had been harvested.  However, an unlimited number of  
50 bulls could be harvested before the 20 cow limit had been  
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1  achieved.  One of the key management objectives in the  
2  Draft Moose Management Plan is to increase the moose  
3  population in Unit 17(A) to its carrying capacity. The  
4  request for the harvest of up to 20 cows does not follow  
5  management objectives as spelled out in the draft plan.  
6  
7                  Mr. Chair, the preliminary conclusions is  
8  to support Proposal 46 with modifications.  
9  
10                 The first modification would be, and you  
11 can see it on Page 162 at the bottom of the page, 162 at  
12 the bottom of the page, the first modification for  
13 Proposal 46 would be:  
14  
15                 To implement the winter hunt using the  
16                 State registration permit process instead  
17                 of using the Federal permit.   
18  
19                 The second modification would be to:  
20  
21                 Include language that states up to a 14  
22                 day season during the period of December  
23                 1st through January 31st.  
24  
25                 And the modified proposal, Proposed  
26 Federal regulations would read as follows at the bottom  
27 of Page 162.  
28  
29                 The preliminary conclusion for Proposal  
30 47 is to support Proposal 47 with modification to align  
31 with Proposal 46.  
32  
33                 Mr. Chair, with that I will stop there,  
34 thank you.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Agency  
37 comments.  
38  
39                 MS. KRAUTHOEFER:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.   
40 The Department opposes Proposal 46.  This proposal  
41 presents no compelling biological evidence supporting the  
42 need to establish a separate Federal registration permit  
43 hunt for the winter moose season in Unit 17(A).  The  
44 Department supported deferral of a similar proposal by  
45 the Federal Subsistence Board at its May 2003 meeting  
46 pending review of this issue by the Unit 17(A) Moose  
47 Working Group.  
48  
49                 A meeting scheduled in September 2003 was  
50 cancelled and as of late January 2004 had not yet been  
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1  rescheduled.  
2  
3                  As was indicated in the Staff analysis  
4  for a similar proposal submitted to the Federal  
5  Subsistence Board last year requiring a separate Federal  
6  permit may create confusion for hunters and potential law  
7  enforcement problems as some excellent moose habitat in  
8  Unit 17(A) is located on lands managed by the State.  
9  
10                 The State managed lands are closer to  
11 Togiak and Twin Hills than the Federal public lands and  
12 would not be open to hunters using only a Federal  
13 registration permit.  Rural residents desiring to hunt on  
14 State managed lands would be required to obtain a  
15 separate State registration permit.  
16  
17                 The Department opposes adoption of a  
18 Federal regulation that does not match the current State  
19 season and harvest limit and that unnecessarily restricts  
20 non-Federally-qualified subsistence users from hunting on  
21 Federal public lands.  
22  
23                 The Department is also opposed to  
24 Proposal 47.  State regulations already authorize a  
25 limited winter moose season in Unit 17(A) which provides  
26 sufficient opportunity for local rural residents.  
27  
28                 Thank you.   
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Public  
31 comments.  
32  
33                 (No comments)  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Talking points comments.  
36  
37                 MR. JACK:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  My  
38 name is Carl Jack, Staff Committee.  The Staff Committee  
39 discussed a bit the merits of using a Federal  
40 registration permit or the State, but at the end didn't  
41 develop talking points contrary to the preliminary  
42 conclusion by the person analyzing this.  
43  
44                 Thank you.   
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you.  Summary of  
47 written comments.  
48  
49                 MR. A. NICK:  Mr. Chair, there were no  
50 summary of written public comments.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you, Alex.   
2  Regional Council deliberation, recommendation and  
3  justification.  
4  
5                  Greg.  
6  
7                  MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman.  
8  
9                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Mr. Chairman, I had a  
10 question for Pete, perhaps, in coming up with these  
11 proposed modifications that you have for 46 and 47 was  
12 there any consultation with the Unit 17(A) Moose Planning  
13 Group and the villages in that area?  
14  
15                 MR. DEMATTEO:  Mr. Roczicka, I don't  
16 think that the timing of their meetings dovetailed with  
17 writing this analysis.  Being this is not a region I  
18 normally deal with I'm at a loss to exactly how that  
19 process dovetails with, you know, writing analysis.   
20 Maybe there's someone in the room there who can provide  
21 you more information that's more familiar with that  
22 region.  
23  
24                 MR. ROCZICKA:  Thanks for nothing, I  
25 guess.  
26  
27                 (Laughter)  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Lester.  
30  
31                 MR. L. WILDE:  Mr. Chairman, I move that  
32 we oppose 46 and 47.  
33  
34                 MR. ALOYSIUS:  Mr. Chairman, I second the  
35 motion.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  There's a motion on the  
38 floor by Lester Wilde and second by Bob to oppose 46 and  
39 47.  Any more discussion.  
40  
41                 MR. HANSON:  Question.  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Question's been called  
44 for.  Roll call.  
45  
46                 MS. GREGORY:  46 and 47.  Nick Andrews.  
47  
48                 MR. ANDREWS:  Yes.  
49  
50                 MS. GREGORY:  Lester Wilde.  
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1                  MR. L. WILDE:  Yes.  
2  
3                  MS. GREGORY:  Bob Aloysius.  
4  
5                  MR. ALOYSIUS:  Yes.  
6  
7                  MS. GREGORY:  Greg Roczicka.  
8  
9                  MR. ROCZICKA:  Yes.  
10  
11                 MS. GREGORY:  Joseph Mike.  
12  
13                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  
14  
15                 MS. GREGORY:  John Hanson.  
16  
17                 MR. HANSON:  Yes.  
18  
19                 MS. GREGORY:  Harry Wilde.  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Yes.  
22  
23                 MS. GREGORY:  Beverly Hoffman.  
24  
25                 MS. HOFFMAN:  Yes.  
26  
27                 MS. GREGORY:  Myself, yes.  Nine yea's to  
28 oppose Proposals 46 and 47.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Thank you. 46 and 47 are  
31 opposed by the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Advisory Council.  
32  
33                 MS. GREGORY:  Mr. Chairman, I move we  
34 adjourn until 8:00 o'clock.....  
35  
36                 MR. L. WILDE:  Recess.  Recess.  
37  
38                 MS. GREGORY:  .....recess -- recess until  
39 when?  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  Well, we're going to  
42 recess until 8:00 o'clock tomorrow morning.  
43  
44                 MS. HOFFMAN:  I'll second.  
45  
46                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN WILDE:  We going to recess until  
49 8:00 o'clock.  
50               (PROCEEDINGS TO BE CONTINUED)  
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