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1                   P R O C E E D I N G S  
2  
3             (Anchorage, Alaska - 12/31/2013)  
4  
5                  (On record)  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Let's call this  
8  meeting of the Southcentral Regional Subsistence  
9  Advisory Council in to session on December 31st, 2013.   
10 Donald, would you establish the quorum for us.  
11  
12                 MR. MIKE:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  This  
13 is Donald Mike in Anchorage, Council coordinator.  
14  
15                 Mr. Robert Heinrich.  
16  
17                 (No response)  
18  
19                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Greg Encelewski.  
20  
21                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Here.  
22  
23                 MR. MIKE:  Ms. Mary Ann Mills.  
24  
25                 MS. MILLS:  Here.  
26  
27                 MR. MIKE:  Ms. Gloria Stickwan.  
28  
29                 MS. STICKWAN:  Here.  
30  
31                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. James Showalter.  
32  
33                 (No response)  
34  
35                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Michael Opheim.  
36  
37                 MR. OPHEIM:  Here.  
38  
39                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Andrew McLaughlin.  
40  
41                 (No response)  
42  
43                 MR. MIKE:  Ms. Judy Caminer.  
44  
45                 MS. CAMINER:  Here.  
46  
47                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Ralph Lohse.  
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Here.  
50  
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1                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Tom Carpenter.  
2  
3                  MR. CARPENTER:  Here.  
4  
5                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Herman Moonin.  
6  
7                  (No response)  
8  
9                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair, you have seven  
10 members present.  You have a quorum.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Donald.  At  
13 this point in time we need to approve the agenda.  Do I  
14 hear a motion to accept the agenda as written.  
15  
16                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  I so move, Mr.  
17 Chairman.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Is there a second.  
20  
21                 MS. CAMINER:  Second.  
22  
23                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It's been moved and  
24 seconded.  Have you got that, Donald?  Have you got who  
25 did that?  
26  
27                 MR. MIKE:  Yes.  If we can get into  
28 discussion.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Any discussion.  
31  
32                 REPORTER:  Tell Ralph to hang on just a  
33 second.  Make sure that when they talk on the  
34 teleconference that they say their name before they  
35 talk.  
36  
37                 MR. OPHEIM:  Question.  
38  
39                 MR. MIKE:  Okay.  Okay, Mr......  
40  
41                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  The question  
42 has been called.  All in favor signify by saying aye.  
43  
44                 IN UNISON:  Aye.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  All opposed signify by  
47 saying nay.  
48  
49                 (No opposing votes)  
50  



 4 

 
1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Motion carries.  The  
2  agenda has been adopted.  At this point in time I think  
3  we'll have a presentation by Kay, right?  
4  
5                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, Mr. Chair.  
6  
7                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chairman, if I can get  
8  started here.  If those that wish to speak on the  
9  teleconference please identify your name and where  
10 you're from and be recognized by the Chair.  We moved  
11 pretty quick on the agenda items to approve the agenda.  
12 Ms. Kay Larson-Blair wanted to discuss the FRMP funding  
13 for 2014. Later on we can bring that up as a discussion  
14 item.  
15  
16                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Donald.   
19 I'm just about to where I'm going to pull off up here.   
20 I was waiting for everybody to come, so I decided to  
21 drive out of town to the gas station.  I am just about  
22 ready to pull off the road.  I don't think I should do  
23 this while driving.  
24  
25                 MR. MIKE:  Okay.  We'll wait until you  
26 get pulled off.  Who else just joined on the line?  
27  
28                 MR. HENRICHS:  Bob.  
29  
30                 MR. MIKE:  Robert Henrichs is online.  
31  
32                 MR. HENRICHS:  Yeah, Henrichs.  
33  
34                 MR. MIKE:  Who else joined?  
35  
36                 MS. STICKWAN:  This is Gloria.  I just  
37 had to recall in.  
38  
39                 MR. MIKE:  Okay.  James Showalter, are  
40 you online?  
41  
42                 (No response)  
43  
44                 MR. MIKE:  Andrew McLaughlin.  
45  
46                 (No response)  
47  
48                 MR. MIKE:  Herman Moonin.  
49  
50                 (No response)  
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1                  MR. MIKE:  Okay.  Whenever you're  
2  ready, Mr. Chair, we'll.....  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It will be about 30  
5  seconds.  
6  
7                  MR. MIKE:  Okay.    
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I'm sorry.  Apologize  
10 to everybody.  I thought I was closer than I was.   
11 Another 30 seconds.  
12  
13                 MR. MIKE:  Okay.  For the Council  
14 members that wish to speak please state your name to  
15 identify yourself for the record so we can have it on  
16 the transcript.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay, Donald.  
19  
20                 MR. MIKE:  Okay, Mr. Chair.  Thank you.   
21 We're on item number 5, Fisheries Resource Monitoring  
22 Program. Kay Larson-Blair is going to do the summary  
23 for this project.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Donald.  
26  
27                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Hi, Mr. Chair.  My  
28 name is Kay Larson-Blair and I'm with the Office of  
29 Subsistence Management.  I will be going over Proposal  
30 14-508, which is predicting the effects of climate  
31 change on Alaska's blackfish and integrative approach.  
32  
33                 The TRC recommendation was do not fund.   
34 The justification for this was that it is recommended  
35 that the investigator provide a more explicit detail on  
36 the study design for the field component of the  
37 research proposal.  In particular, information on  
38 intended field study locations.  
39  
40                 There needs to be a further  
41 clarification on how this study relates to potential  
42 climate change impacts on the abundance, availability  
43 and use of blackfish as a subsistence resource that  
44 need to be provided.  Historically, Alaska's blackfish  
45 were a very important subsistence food resource and for  
46 nourishing dog sled teams.  However, the importance of  
47 Alaska's blackfish as a subsistence resource varies  
48 considerably by region, community and by family.  
49  
50                 Currently, blackfish are not listed as  
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1  a strategic priority in the Southcentral region.   
2  Harvest rates for blackfish are sporadic and relatively  
3  small, so the risk of overharvest is low. Due to a low  
4  harvest, there are currently no regulations on the  
5  harvest of blackfish.  
6  
7                  I'm finished, Mr. Chair.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Kay.  Does  
10 anybody have any questions for Kay.  
11  
12                 MR. OPHEIM:  I'm Michael.  I had some  
13 questions.  I actually have a whole string of questions  
14 about this FRMP if that's okay.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Who am I talking to?  
17  
18                 MR. OPHEIM:  Michael.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay, Michael, do you  
21 want to ask them.  
22  
23                 MR. OPHEIM:  If I could, please.  
24  
25                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  
26  
27                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Go ahead, Donald.  
28  
29                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  This is Donald  
30 Mike in Anchorage.  In reference to Michael Opheim's  
31 questions, he sent some questions to our office and Kay  
32 Larson is prepared to answer those questions.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  
35  
36                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Opheim can continue his  
37 statements and then we can go from there.  Thank you.  
38  
39                 MR. OPHEIM:  Okay.  Does Kay have the  
40 questions in front of her, Donald?  
41  
42                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, I do.  
43  
44                 MR. OPHEIM:  Maybe you could just go  
45 down my list of questions and answer them.  I know it  
46 sounds like a lot of folks know more about these fish  
47 than I do.  This is the first time I've ever heard of  
48 them.  They're actually a pretty neat sounding fish and  
49 it sounds like something that would be interesting to  
50 learn more about and especially about how it's going to  
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1  affect them.    
2  
3                  If you could go down my list there and  
4  answer and if I have any other questions, I can ask  
5  them.  
6  
7                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.   
8  Yes, I can do that.  For some of the questions I  
9  actually combined them together for an answer.  
10  
11                 MR. OPHEIM:  Okay.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Kay.  Go  
14 right ahead.  
15  
16                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  So question number  
17 1, do these tests have to be done in the lab? Wouldn't  
18 it be better to collect  
19 this data in the field?  
20  
21                 So my response:  The goal of the study  
22 is to gain a comprehensive and mechanistic  
23 understanding of how the Alaska blackfish survives in  
24 its current summer and winter environment.  This type  
25 of experiment can only be accomplished in a controlled  
26 laboratory experiment where temperature will need to be  
27 controlled to observe the tolerance blackfish have.    
28  
29                 Multiple tanks will be held at specific  
30 temperature levels and other variables such as food  
31 availability, competition, and predation will be held  
32 at a constant through all tanks so they do not  
33 interfere with the study.  By doing this the  
34 investigator will be able to understand at the  
35 physiological level how blackfish  respond to increased  
36 temperatures through laboratory experiments.  
37  
38                 Did anybody have any questions in  
39 regards to that answer?  
40  
41                 MR. OPHEIM:  Good answer.  No.  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Kay.  Do  
44 you want to go ahead then.  
45  
46                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, I can.  Number  
47 2, where are its summer and winter environments?  I  
48 combined this also with what kind of depths is this  
49 fish usually found in and where do the fish spawn?   
50 That might be more important than where the fish is  
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1  harvested.  
2  
3                  My response:  The Alaska blackfish is a  
4  freshwater fish native to the lakes and rivers, where  
5  it is most commonly found in the shallow ponds of  
6  densely vegetated areas.  Traditional ecological  
7  knowledge gained from interviews with local villagers  
8  in the 1980s reveal that the Alaska blackfish make  
9  short migrations during the year and that the seasonal  
10 movement of the Alaska blackfish among different  
11 waterways affects their harvest and local abundance.    
12  
13                 During the spring and summer, the  
14 blackfish move upstream to spawn.  By contrast, in the  
15 fall and winter, the fish migrate  
16 downstream to deeper waters that are likely more highly  
17 oxygenated than the shallow streams and ponds.  
18  
19                 Any questions?  
20  
21                 MS. STICKWAN:  I have a question.  
22  
23                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes.  
24  
25                 MS. STICKWAN:  I don't know very much  
26 about blackfish either.  Is it near the Prince William  
27 Sound, near the Copper River area and the Delta area?  
28  
29                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  The next question  
30 can actually answer that.  The next question was do we  
31 know how many rivers this fish species populates now?    
32  
33                 Currently we know that their range is  
34 in Southcentral Alaska.  I'm not sure how far it  
35 extends to Prince William Sound.  The majority of fish  
36 are in Western Alaska ranging from the Alaska  
37 Peninsula, through Bristol Bay, the Yukon Delta  
38 extending inland to the interior drainages including  
39 the Yukon, Tanana, and Kuskokwim River system, up north  
40 to the Colville River on the Slope.  They're in  
41 Anchorage also.  
42  
43                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  So they are actually  
44 in Southcentral then.  
45  
46                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, they are.  The  
47 fish that will be involved with this study would  
48 actually be harvested from ponds and rivers in  
49 Southcentral Alaska.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Are they used as much  
2  of a subsistence resource in Southcentral?  
3  
4                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  This is Donald.   
5  Anchorage is -- there's some communities within the  
6  community in Anchorage area and there's a few local  
7  tribes that come from all over Alaska and are familiar  
8  with areas where they can harvest blackfish for their  
9  own use in the Anchorage area.  
10  
11                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Thank you,  
14 Donald.  
15  
16                 MS. CAMINER:  Mr. Chair.  This is Judy.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Judy.  
19  
20                 MS. CAMINER:  Just my recollection from  
21 the past, I've heard about blackfish, but it seemed as  
22 though it were more YK area or maybe Interior.  I mean  
23 I certainly don't doubt that it's used in Southcentral,  
24 but I'll be interested when we're done with the  
25 presentation to hear how other Councils have perhaps  
26 voted on this.  Thank you.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Judy.  That  
29 was kind of my impression too.  Kay, do you have any  
30 more questions to answer for us?  
31  
32                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, I do, Mr.  
33 Chair.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Would you like to go  
36 ahead then.  
37  
38                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes.  The next  
39 question is mechanistic has kind of a vague meaning in  
40 the dictionary. Could someone explain it a little  
41 better and how it will pertain to this project.  
42  
43                 My response:  In the proposal, it  
44 states that "In order to gain a mechanistic  
45 understanding of how the Alaska blackfish survives  
46 overwintering, as well as its capacity to survive and  
47 adapt to increased temperature, an integrative  
48 experimental approach will be employed."  
49  
50                 Blackfish are unique in their body  
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1  structure and how they  
2  tolerate low oxygen and low temperature levels.  Any  
3  organisms ability to survive changes in climate is  
4  linked to their ability to cope with these changes at a  
5  cellular and molecular level.  
6  
7                  Because the project is completed in a  
8  laboratory the principal investigator will analyze how  
9  blackfish respond to temperature on a cellular level  
10 and based on temperature increases they can predict how  
11 blackfish will respond.  They will take tissue samples,  
12 cell samples, and chemical samples and observe how  
13 blackfish adjust these various functions at various  
14 temperature levels and how they all relate.  
15  
16                 Any questions?  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  So, basically, if I  
19 understand correctly on that, Kay, they're going to  
20 study the chemical mechanisms that these blackfish use  
21 to survive these difficult conditions.  
22  
23                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, that's correct.   
24 They're also going to look at their physiological  
25 effects too because there are a lot of physiological  
26 changes that occur.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Any questions from  
29 anybody else on the Council.  
30  
31                 (No comments)  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Do you have more  
34 questions, Kay?  
35  
36                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, I do, Mr.  
37 Chair.  Just a few more.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  
40  
41                 MS. STICKWAN:  I have a question.   
42 Would this be a good indicator species of how this  
43 climate change could affect other species if it were  
44 done on this fish?  
45  
46                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  That's a complicated  
47 question.  It could be a good indicator species on  
48 what's going on in the local environments if we observe  
49 them moving to other areas.  However, because they're  
50 very different we're not sure how other -- because  
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1  they're very different they respond differently than  
2  other local fish.  So having it as an overall indicator  
3  would probably be really difficult.  
4  
5                  MS. MILLS:  This is Mary Ann Mills.  I  
6  also have a question.  My question is what is the  
7  purpose of this study?  Is it to show evidence of  
8  climate change, for policies, purposes or, you know,   
9  what do you hope comes out of this study other than the  
10 physiological change of the blackfish?  
11  
12                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.  
13  
14                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes.  
15  
16                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  The TRC actually  
17 asked for more clarification from the principal  
18 investigator in regards to that.  They stated that they  
19 needed more information pertaining to how this study  
20 can affect long-term understanding of climate change  
21 and its impacts to Alaska blackfish in their native  
22 habitats and how this can affect subsistence harvest  
23 and possible regulatory changes that may need to be  
24 made.  
25  
26                 MS. MILLS:  Thank you.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Kay, if you have more,  
29 go on.  
30  
31                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  The next question  
32 was are the scientists talking to the elders in the  
33 community in person?  
34  
35                 Not currently.  I don't know of many  
36 studies that are going on where they're looking at  
37 traditional knowledge regarding blackfish directly.   
38 There was a study in the 1980s that was conducted that  
39 involved gathering traditional ecological knowledge of  
40 fish in local areas.  In 2011, a household subsistence  
41 harvest survey was conducted in eight villages located  
42 along the Yukon.   This was a household survey, so they  
43 got harvest of all possible fish species and it wasn't  
44 narrowed down to just blackfish.  
45  
46                 Blackfish harvest varies greatly  
47 between communities and families and their harvest is  
48 relatively low compared to other subsistence food  
49 resources.  Most of what is known on blackfish is  
50 collected through harvest surveys.  
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1                  Any questions?  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Kay, could I ask you  
4  to do me a favor and that's -- because most of us in  
5  Southcentral have really not had much interaction with  
6  blackfish.  Could you describe the blackfish, its size  
7  and how it's used.  
8  
9                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes.  Alaska  
10 blackfish are relatively small.  They're seldom longer  
11 than 8 inches, although individuals can get up to 13  
12 inches.  They have paddle fins on the side and their  
13 tail.  They're dark green/brownish on the upper sides  
14 and typically back in Bristol Bay I know they boil them  
15 to eat them typically.  And they have lungs to breathe.  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Are they kind of like  
18 a mud fish then?  
19  
20                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Hold on one second.  
21  
22                 MR. PAPPAS:  Ralph, this is George  
23 Pappas.  I've talked to elders about blackfish out in  
24 Alaska Peninsula and, yes, they do drive down into the  
25 mud in the wintertime.  They can breathe without water  
26 through their known genus.  They're a very unique fish.   
27 Interesting, I had an elder tell me that you can put a  
28 blackfish in a glass cylinder of water that's half full  
29 of mud and when the barometric pressure changes and the  
30 nasty storms, they'll actually burrow into the mud so  
31 you can use them as an indicator of when a really bad  
32 storm comes.  I have not tried it yet, but I found that  
33 interesting.  But, yes, they do burrow in the mud.  
34  
35                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Like I said, I don't  
36 think very many of us down in this country down here  
37 had any interaction with them.  I was trying to put  
38 them in the same class in my mind as a burbot or ling  
39 cod or an African mud fish or something like that.  I  
40 was just trying to picture them.  
41  
42                 Kay, have you got more?  
43  
44                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes.  Just a couple  
45 more.  The next question, what will the communities get  
46 out of this project when it is done and the reports are  
47 written?  
48  
49                 My response is there may be a greater  
50 understanding on how climate change may potentially  
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1  impact the future abundance and availability of this  
2  species.  
3  
4                  Any questions?  
5  
6                  (No comments)  
7  
8                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Okay.  I can go on  
9  to the next question.  Are they finding out historical  
10 data?  Things like temperatures back when the elders  
11 would harvest or the times of the year or where it was  
12 harvested or has the size of the fish changed from past  
13 harvesting to current harvest?  
14  
15                 No, they are not doing that in this  
16 study.  
17  
18                 The next question, the last one, what  
19 about how climate change affects what the blackfish is  
20 eating and how that will in turn affect the blackfish  
21 population? Will they be looking at invasives that  
22 might also affect the blackfish as temperatures climb  
23 more?  Are invasives able to live in our environment?  
24  
25                 The answer is, no, this study does not  
26 examine what the species is eating or how it may be  
27 affected by other invasives. This study focuses on the  
28 physiological responses to temperature change for  
29 blackfish.  
30  
31                 Mr. Chair, those were all the questions  
32 I had.  
33  
34                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Kay, and  
35 thank you, Michael, for coming up with them.  Does  
36 anybody else have any questions for Kay.  
37  
38                 MR. CARPENTER:  Yeah, this is Tom  
39 Carpenter in Cordova.  I just had one question, Kay.   
40 Could you tell me if you know if there's any  
41 communities in Southcentral in our region that depend  
42 on blackfish as a subsistence resource.  
43  
44                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.   
45 No, I do not know if any communities in Southcentral  
46 that depend on it as a primary.  Possibly they may  
47 opportunistically harvest them.  
48  
49                 MR. CARPENTER:  Thank you.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Any other questions  
2  for Kay.  
3  
4                  MR. OPHEIM:  Mr. Chair, I have a  
5  question.  
6  
7                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Michael, go ahead.  
8  
9                  MR. OPHEIM:  I was reading in the  
10 little Fish and Game blackfish article that blackfish  
11 were introduced in some areas accidentally.  Is that  
12 how most of the population got introduced into  
13 Southcentral or has there been a resident -- not  
14 resident species, but have these been here all the  
15 time?  
16  
17                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Kay.  
18  
19                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair, Mr. Opheim.  Mr.  
20 Pappas has a response to your question.  
21  
22                 MR. PAPPAS:  Mr. Chair.  I know that  
23 you find them on the Kenai Peninsula, both in the Kenai  
24 watershed and in the local ponds.  I have not read up  
25 on whether they were introduced there.  I do know that  
26 Lake Hood here in town they were introduced from float  
27 plane floats, which is a challenge, because they do --  
28 they're a very aggressive fish and they can eat a fair  
29 amount of other species eggs, et cetera.  I can go make  
30 some quick telephone calls to find out -- talk to the  
31 invasive species folks, but they are naturally  
32 occurring almost statewide, almost, but some of the  
33 ponds and lakes around here they were introduced from  
34 float plane floats.  
35  
36                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
37  
38                 Just one other interesting  
39 characteristic about these fish.  Just like the wood  
40 frog, you can freeze them solid for the winter and warm  
41 them up in the springtime.  That might be part of the  
42 interest in the study is the temperature tolerance of  
43 an animal that could go from a frozen blood level up to  
44 a certain temperature, but that's just other  
45 information.  
46  
47                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
48  
49                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you.  Any other  
50 questions.  



 15 

 
1                  (No comments)  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you for your  
4  presentation, Kay, and we'll go on to public and agency  
5  comments at this point in time.  
6  Do we have any agencies that wish to testify.  Alaska  
7  Department of Fish and Game.  
8  
9                  MR. CRAWFORD:  Mr. Chair.  This is Drew  
10 Crawford at Fish and Game here in Anchorage.  I don't  
11 have anything to add to this topic.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you.  Does  
14 anybody have any questions for Fish and Game.  
15  
16                 (No comments)  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I just have one.  They  
19 were saying something about them being aggressive  
20 predators.  Are there a threat to trout and salmon or  
21 are they just opportunistic predators that eat  
22 everything?  
23  
24                 MR. PAPPAS:  Mr. Chair.  George Pappas,  
25 OSM.  If I recollect, there was concerns about the  
26 numbers that were increasing in Lake Hood eating  
27 biotronics if I remember correctly.  For their size  
28 they'll eat just about anything.  In some areas where  
29 the schemata is not there where the newest species  
30 usually always proliferates, that might be the case in  
31 Lake Hood.  As I understand, there's a substantial  
32 number in there.  
33  
34                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I guess that's really  
37 not important as far as the proposal is concerned  
38 anyhow because this proposal is, like it says, a  
39 mechanistic proposal looking at how they survive really  
40 and physiological, chemical and molecular changes.  It  
41 really isn't that important whether they're a predator  
42 or not.  It's just kind of interesting because, like I  
43 said, most of us down here have no interaction with  
44 them at all.  
45  
46                 Any other agencies that wish to  
47 testify.  
48  
49                 (No comments)  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Do we have any public  
2  comments.  
3  
4                  MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  We did not  
5  receive any requests for comments on this project.  
6  
7                  Thank you.  
8  
9                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  And we have  
10 nobody from the public that's on the phone that wishes  
11 to testify.  
12  
13                 MR. MIKE:  No, Mr. Chair.  
14  
15                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  With that, I  
16 think then we go on to item 7, right, Donald?  
17  
18                 MR. MIKE:  That is correct.  
19  
20                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Southcentral  
21 Regional Advisory Committee actions on FRMP Proposal --  
22 and I don't have the number right in front of me but  
23 you could include that.  
24  
25                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  The proposal  
26 number is FRMP Project Proposal No. 14-508.  
27  
28                 MR. OPHEIM:  So moved.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It's been moved to  
31 accept this proposal.  Do I have a second.  
32  
33                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  It's Greg.  I'll  
34 second it.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It's been moved and  
37 seconded.  Discussion.  
38  
39                 MR. CARPENTER:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman.   
40 This is Tom Carpenter in Cordova.  I read through the  
41 briefing and listened to Kay's presentation and I guess  
42 it would be interesting to know before we vote how the  
43 other Councils around the state have voted on this,  
44 but, you know, in lieu of the budget that we're trying  
45 to deal with to fund different projects around the  
46 region and with the appearance that this is not a  
47 critical subsistence resource in Southcentral Alaska, I  
48 am probably not in favor at this time of funding this  
49 project because I think there's other projects that  
50 we've either started or are in the process of starting  



 17 

 
1  that have much more of a significant role to play in  
2  the current timeframe.  That's my position.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Tom.  Any  
5  other discussion or comments by Council members.  
6  
7                  MS. CAMINER:  I'd like to hear what the  
8  other Councils said, please, if they have met.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Donald, do you have  
11 the actions of the other Councils that have met?  
12  
13                 MR. MIKE:  This was a multi-regional  
14 project and I don't think the YK took action on this.   
15 They did not vote on it.  
16  
17                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  They didn't even  
18 talk about it.  
19  
20                 MR. MIKE:  They did not discuss this.   
21 Did the Eastern or Western Interior Councils discuss  
22 this project?  
23  
24                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  No.  I can talk on  
25 that.  
26  
27                 MR. MIKE:  Okay.  Mr. Chair, before we  
28 get any further getting out of discussion, we'll need  
29 to have Kay present the budget on this particular  
30 project.  
31  
32                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
33  
34                 MS. MILLS:  Mr. Chair.  This is Mary  
35 Ann Mills.  I have a comment I'd like to make regarding  
36 this proposal.  I don't see where it may have a huge  
37 impact on subsistence; however, it could have a big  
38 impact on climate change, which we know it's affecting  
39 a lot of the other species in Alaska.  If this is the  
40 purpose, I know Kay did discuss a few things and that  
41 was one of them, that I would be interested in because  
42 in the long term I think we really need to address  
43 climate change, especially in Alaska, because it's  
44 coming on us so rapidly.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Mary Ann, can I ask  
47 you a question.  
48  
49                 MS. MILLS:  Yes.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  After reading the  
2  purpose behind this proposal and everything, does it  
3  look like a proposal though that will give us any  
4  action we could take in response to climate change?   
5  You know, it kind of looks to me like we're dealing  
6  with a fish that has a very broad adaptability and if  
7  it just turns out that he's adaptable to extremes in  
8  temperature, then we don't get any purpose out of it  
9  and that's what I'm wondering.  Would this proposal  
10 give us any action that could be taken in response to  
11 either climate change or subsistence?   
12  
13                 MS. MILLS:  Well, I'd ask to defer this  
14 back to Kay.  Maybe I misunderstood, you know, what she  
15 was saying about it could have an effect, it could be  
16 for climate change, but let's defer that back to Kay  
17 and revisit that.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Mary Ann.  
20  
21                 MS. MILLS:  Thank you.  
22  
23                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.   
24 This proposal focuses on climate change in that with  
25 increasing temperatures Alaska blackfish are more --  
26 they're found in cooler water temperatures and they're  
27 more situated for them.  So this wanted to investigate  
28 what could possibly happen with Alaska blackfish if  
29 water temperatures continue to increase at a very high  
30 rate.  
31  
32                 I also wanted to bring to attention  
33 after the InterAgency Staff Committee meeting they were  
34 going through budgets and funding and the funding for  
35 Southcentral has actually been decreased substantially,  
36 so this may also impact how you guys vote on this.  The  
37 funding from DOA is not going to be provided because  
38 the majority of projects occur on DOI land and the  
39 majority of fish that are harvested occur on DOI land.   
40  
41  
42                 The funding that will be available for  
43 Southcentral from DOI money is 185,000.  Currently,  
44 with the Long Lake adult salmon, the Copper River  
45 fishwheels and the Tanada Creek adult salmon abundance,  
46 the region is oversubscribed by 303,000.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you for that,  
49 Kay.  That's a worthwhile thing for us to consider.   
50 This is a multi-regional project but Southcentral would  
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1  be picking up part of the bill, am I correct?  
2  
3                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.   
4  Originally this was a multi-region project.  However,  
5  this has been moved to the Southcentral region because  
6  the fish that are harvested from this project will be  
7  harvested in Southcentral.  So all funds for this  
8  project would come from Southcentral funding.  
9  
10                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Thank you, Kay.  
11  
12                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  You're welcome.  
13  
14                 MS. CAMINER:  Mr. Chair.  I think  
15 that's very valuable information.  We were at our  
16 meeting and we were presented with a list of studies.   
17 At that point it looked like there was money, more  
18 money than studies had been submitted, and I think our  
19 group was a little disappointed that some of the  
20 studies that seemed quite pertinent to our region had  
21 been not recommended by the TRC, just like this one is  
22 not recommended because the proposal kind of didn't  
23 meet certain standards.  I guess I would go back to --  
24 I would like to see the TRC or whoever is appropriate  
25 maybe make an earlier effort with people submitting  
26 proposals that they'll meet the criteria and hopefully  
27 there will be funding to support the ones we think are  
28 of a higher priority and need in Southcentral.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Judy.  I  
31 also didn't realize that we were going to have quite  
32 that shortfall.  I knew we were going to have a  
33 shortfall, but not quite that great of a shortfall for  
34 the projects that we had already said were a priority.   
35 That was information that I think is pretty vital to  
36 this discussion.  
37  
38                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Yes, it changes the  
39 decision.  
40  
41                 MS. MILLS:  I'll agree.  
42  
43                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Question.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  The question has been  
46 called.  All in favor of -- and I don't have the number  
47 in front of me and I'll let Donald give us that, FRMP  
48 Proposal No. -- Donald, would you give me the number.  
49  
50                 MR. MIKE:  FRMP Proposal No. 14-508.    
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  14-508.  Signify by  
2  saying aye.  
3  
4                  (No aye votes)  
5  
6                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  All opposed, signify  
7  by saying nay.  
8  
9                  IN UNISON:  Nay.  
10  
11                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Motion fails and I  
12 think that was unanimous, but I'm not sure.  
13  
14                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  It sounded like it.   
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Was there anybody that  
17 voted in support of the proposal?  
18  
19                 (No comments)  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It failed unanimously  
22 then.  
23  
24                 MS. CAMINER:  Mr. Chair.  This is Judy.  
25  
26                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Judy, go ahead.  
27  
28                 MS. CAMINER:  Thanks.  I'm just  
29 wondering, can we get some feedback on -- now that we  
30 understand there's a budget shortfall, what's the plan  
31 for resolving that?  
32  
33                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  That's what I was  
34 wondering too.  Will we find out anything about that at  
35 the Board meeting is what I'm wondering?  
36  
37                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair,  
38 this is Kay.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Kay.  
41  
42                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  We should find out  
43 more probably after the Board meeting.  During the  
44 Board they will give a list of what they want funded  
45 and possibly orders in how they want projects funded  
46 because we ended up having $6.6 million worth of  
47 projects received and we only have $3.7 million worth  
48 of funding.  There are going to be many projects which  
49 aren't funded.  
50  
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1                  What I would suggest is that you guys  
2  go through the three projects that you suggested for  
3  funding and make a motion and put them in an order that  
4  you think is important because there's a really good  
5  possibility that not all these projects will be funded  
6  since we're oversubscribed by 303,000 in this region.  
7  
8                  MS. CAMINER:  And you mean to do this  
9  before January's meeting?  
10  
11                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  If you guys could  
12 make it now, we can get it into the Board book and  
13 present it to the Federal Subsistence Board in January.   
14 There were three.....  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Kay, I don't know if  
17 we can put -- I mean I'll have to ask Donald, but I  
18 don't know since that wasn't on the agenda whether we  
19 can put a prioritizing like that on the agenda.  I mean  
20 up for a vote.  I mean we could probably come to a  
21 consensus, but I don't know if we could actually put it  
22 down to a vote.  I'd have to ask Donald on that.  
23  
24                 MR. MIKE:  Yeah, Mr. Chair.  This is  
25 Donald Mike.  That is a good point because the agenda  
26 that made it in the public register for meeting  
27 announcement was just to deal with this FRMP Project  
28 14-508, I believe, and there was no agenda items to  
29 prioritize the TRC recommendations that Southcentral  
30 approved at this last meeting.  I think we can just  
31 come to a consensus -- the Council can come to a  
32 consensus as far as which is the most important project  
33 to go forward.  
34  
35                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Make an informal  
36 recommendation.  
37  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Is that in agreement  
40 with the rest of the Council?  
41  
42                 MR. MIKE:  Just make an informal  
43 recommendation.  
44  
45                 MS. CAMINER:  Yeah, I think we should  
46 do something.  
47  
48                 MS. STICKWAN:  I couldn't hear him.  
49  
50                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  He was suggesting that  
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1  since we don't have it on the agenda and so we haven't  
2  notified the public about that, we can't really take a  
3  vote on it, but we could have an informal  
4  recommendation as to which of our three projects, you  
5  know, which is the most important, which is the second  
6  most important and which is the third most important.   
7  Again, the Board is going to make the decision on that  
8  anyhow.  It's just a recognition of what we consider  
9  the most important there, but it's not a motion to put  
10 one ahead of the other.  
11  
12                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Mr. Chairman.  This is  
13 Greg.  I've got a question.  Can the funding for those  
14 three we have be partially cut and still get some good  
15 stuff without eliminating one?  
16  
17                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I think that's  
20 something the Board is going to have to discuss myself.   
21 I don't know how that would impact people who have made  
22 the proposals.  
23  
24                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Yeah, I don't know  
25 either.  Without knowing or getting refreshed on all  
26 the proposals -- you know, my proposal was for down  
27 here, but it didn't even make the cut.  
28  
29                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  This is Donald.  
30  
31                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Donald.  
32  
33                 MR. MIKE:  Yes, I'll have Kay summarize  
34 what the Southcentral Council took action on at its  
35 October meeting, but as far as cutting the individual  
36 budget items that were supported by the Council at its  
37 last meeting, we've already went through the public  
38 process and I don't think we have any leeway to  
39 reassign some funding for each project.  
40  
41                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.    
42  
43                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Okay.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Would it be the wish  
46 of the rest of the Council to listen to what our three  
47 proposals are and kind of prioritize them as a  
48 recommendation but not as a vote, just as a consensus,  
49 or should we just leave that up to the Board?  
50  
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1                  MS. CAMINER:  I'd like to see us have  
2  some input.  
3  
4                  MR. CARPENTER:  Mr. Chair, I don't have  
5  a problem with that.  I wasn't at the meeting when the  
6  actions took place, but if she wants to give a real  
7  basic rundown of the proposals and how much money was  
8  going to fund each one, I suppose we could give you  
9  some guidelines or some guidance as to -- if you get  
10 into a discussion with the Board about how we feel is  
11 the most appropriate that we handle it.  
12  
13                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Tom.  Kay,  
14 do you think you can give us a quick rundown of the  
15 three proposals, basic cost and what they entail.  
16  
17                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Yes, I can, Mr.  
18 Chair.  The first proposal is number 14-501 and this  
19 one is Long Lake adult salmon abundance and run timing.   
20 This project is a weir that's run through the National  
21 Park Service and it counts the escapement of sockeye  
22 salmon into Long Lake.  This project is asking for  
23 funding of $13,700 and is relatively very inexpensive.  
24  
25                 The second project is 14-503 and this  
26 is the Tanada Creek adult salmon abundance and run  
27 timing.  This one will be monitoring salmon escapement  
28 into the Tanada area and is asking for $75,300.  These  
29 two projects together combined cost $89,000.  
30  
31                 The last project is Project 14-505.   
32 This one is the Copper River chinook salmon estimate of  
33 inriver abundance that is going to be run through the  
34 Native Village of Eyak.  This project is extremely  
35 expensive, does not have any matching funds and costs  
36 $399,700 annually.  
37  
38                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  And what did you say  
39 we have available?  
40  
41                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Southcentral right  
42 now has allocated $185,000.  So, as it is right now, if  
43 Long Lake and Tanada Creek were funded at 89,000, this  
44 would leave roughly around $96,000 to go to the Copper  
45 River salmon wheels, which would be about one-quarter  
46 of their projected budget.  
47  
48                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  And projected-wise,  
49 there are probably no other funds available for that  
50 project then at this point in time.  
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1                  MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  That we're not sure  
2  yet.  We will probably find out after the Federal  
3  Subsistence Board exactly how much funds is going to be  
4  allocated.  
5  
6                  MR. HENRICHS:  Mr. Chairman.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Mr. Henrichs.  
9  
10                 MR. HENRICHS:  So is this the funding  
11 for the 2014 projects or is this for at a future date  
12 or what?  Because it seems like it's kind of a last  
13 minute to hear all this stuff when this meeting is  
14 coming up this month.  
15  
16                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.  
17  
18                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I agree with you.  I  
19 agree with you on that, but I think this is the funding  
20 for 2014.  
21  
22                 MR. HENRICHS:  Well, our tribe  
23 certainly was unaware of that, so I don't know.  We'll  
24 see what happens here, I guess.  
25  
26                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.  
27  
28                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Kay.  
29  
30                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  This is for the 2014  
31 Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program.  At the  
32 Southcentral Regional Advisory Council meeting, we had  
33 anticipated getting money from the Department of  
34 Agriculture, which was $455,000.  At the InterAgency  
35 Staff Committee meeting, we found out that there is  
36 going to be a lot of budget cuts all over and DOA is  
37 probably not going to be getting as much funds.  They  
38 also fund projects down in Southeast Alaska.  DOI does  
39 not provide funds in Southeast, so all money that the  
40 DOA has awarded for the Fisheries Resource Monitoring  
41 Program is needed to cover projects in Southeast.  
42  
43                 During the Federal Subsistence Board  
44 meeting you can also possibly make an informal  
45 recommendation to increase funding for these projects.   
46 The Copper River chinook salmon estimate is one of the  
47 very view monitoring projects for chinook salmon in the  
48 Copper River region.  
49  
50                 MR. CARPENTER:  Mr. Chair.  This is Tom  
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1  Carpenter in Cordova.  It sounds to me like we don't  
2  even have enough money to fund the chinook project on  
3  the Copper much less fund anything else.  It's kind of  
4  unfortunate.  If I'm incorrect, please tell me, Kay,  
5  but I know that the weir at Long Lake that is operated  
6  by the Wrangell-St. Elias Park Service it is a really  
7  small amount of money and it is a good information  
8  tool.  Seeing how it's such a small amount of money,  
9  isn't there a way that the Park Service could fund that  
10 project themselves so we could take that out of  
11 consideration?  
12  
13                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Through the Chair.   
14 I'm sorry, I cannot answer the National Park Service's  
15 funding.  However, even if we did not fund the Long  
16 Lake salmon project and the Tanada project, we would  
17 only have $185,000 left and that would leave $214,000  
18 that NVE would still need to fund the Copper River  
19 fishwheels.  
20  
21                 MR. CARPENTER:  Right.  That's kind of  
22 where I'm getting at. You know, it's kind of  
23 unfortunate because this has been a long-standing  
24 relationship that NVE has had with the Fisheries  
25 Monitoring Program and this fishwheel project has been  
26 a very important one, especially in light of the fact  
27 that we're having somewhat of a king salmon crisis  
28 statewide.  It's almost like even if we did decide that  
29 we couldn't fund the Tanada Creek and the Long Lake  
30 project, we're still going to be about halfway there on  
31 the king salmon project and I'm not so sure that NVE  
32 has the capability -- and maybe Mr. Henrichs can speak  
33 to this, but how they could possibly operate on half a  
34 budget to work this summer.  It's unbelievable at this  
35 point in time, you know, a couple weeks before the  
36 Board meeting that this is happening.  
37  
38                 MR. HENRICHS:  Mr. Chairman.  
39  
40                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Mr. Henrichs.  
41  
42                 MR. HENRICHS:  Yeah, so when we started  
43 this project, most of our funding was being handled  
44 through Department of Agriculture and the Forest  
45 Service out of Juneau.  And then, I don't know, there  
46 was some jockeying around and it changed it quite a bit  
47 and then I heard a comment that it was very expensive,  
48 but we cut that thing to the bone.  I mean it's pretty  
49 tough to operate on the Copper River like we're doing  
50 and if a Federal agency or State agency do it, it would  
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1  probably cost them a million dollars a year.    
2  
3                  So I know it's kind of the last minute  
4  to find out about this stuff and there may be other  
5  sources.  We should request other sources.  
6  
7                  MR. ENCELEWSKI:  I think so too.  
8  
9                  MR. HENRICHS:  Now here's the other  
10 thing now.  The governor has made king salmon  
11 restoration a priority and he put 30 million in his  
12 budget.  We should go after the State and get them to  
13 kick some in because that fits right in with king  
14 salmon restoration.  
15  
16                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Absolutely.  
17  
18                 MS. LARSON-BLAIR:  Mr. Chair.  This  
19 is.....  
20  
21                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I think you're right,  
22 Mr. Henrichs, and I don't think when somebody said it's  
23 very expensive, they meant that it was overly  
24 expensive.  I just think they meant it was the most  
25 expensive project that we have in Southcentral.  I  
26 think that you hit a nail on the head right there  
27 because obviously there's not enough funding coming  
28 from the DOA to take care of it right now.  I know that  
29 when I go before the Board in January, I'm going to  
30 argue very strongly for it and see if we can't come up  
31 with any other funding.    
32  
33                 Maybe in the meantime, having gotten a  
34 little bit of a heads up on that, you know, I'm hoping  
35 that NVE, the Native Village of Eyak, also goes and  
36 checks in for other funding and maybe we can all see if  
37 we can come up with something someplace along the way  
38 to make up the difference.  I'd hate to drop the other  
39 two projects, but at the same time we can't fund a  
40 project halfway and expect it to go.  
41  
42                 I think at this point in time it's been  
43 a real eye-opener for all of us.  What we need to do at  
44 this point in time is kind of give me some directions  
45 to when I go before the Board, what do I say about the  
46 projects that we have.  Again, like I said, this is  
47 just a recommendation, advisory, kind of a consensus.   
48 We're not taking a vote on it.  
49  
50                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Mr. Chair.  This is  
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1  Greg.  
2  
3                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Greg.  
4  
5                  MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Well, my  
6  recommendation, Mr. Chairman, is -- you know, I -- with  
7  a lot of thought put into this and I realize those two  
8  are a lot smaller, but by far that Copper River king is  
9  the most important in the whole state situation.  I  
10 think every penny we have should be put toward that and  
11 we should go to the State to supplement to make that  
12 work or whatever other means.  I would hate to see us  
13 fund the other and drop that.  My vote is to put it all  
14 on number three.  
15  
16                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  That's not a vote,  
17 Greg.  That's a recommendation.  
18  
19                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Oh, recommendation.   
20 It's a recommendation vote.  
21  
22                 MS. STICKWAN:  Hello.  I would like to  
23 say something.  
24  
25                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Gloria.  
26  
27                 MS. STICKWAN:  The Tanada Creek is an  
28 important fishery, historical fishing site.  Since the  
29 closure by the Board of Fisheries for earlier  
30 commercial fisheries, there's been more fish documented  
31 showing up in that area by Wrangell-St. Elias that  
32 there's more spawning being done up there.  That's  
33 proof of  the Board of Fish actions taken.  It's  
34 working.  I want to see that Tanada Creek fisheries  
35 project continued.  I think the other one is important  
36 too, but I don't want to see the Tanada Creek  
37 eliminated.  
38  
39                 MS. CAMINER:  Mr. Chair.  This is Judy.   
40 I just have a question.  When did the InterAgency Staff  
41 Committee make this decision and I wonder if we can  
42 look into some sort of communication problem that must  
43 have occurred for us to just hear about it now.  
44  
45                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yeah, I don't know.  I  
46 think with all the budget stuff to come out, you know,  
47 with the budget crisis and everything else, I think  
48 none of them knew what kind of money they were getting.  
49  
50                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  I think you're right.  
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1                  MS. CAMINER:  I agree, but it seems  
2  like we need to be in the loop sooner than today and  
3  then maybe some of the organizations could have done  
4  something more about it or it would also be helpful to  
5  know if the agencies think that they can pick up any of  
6  the additional money that it's going to cost.  
7  
8                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I would like to make a  
9  suggestion that -- and it seems to me that it's  
10 important enough that we have -- you know, that the  
11 different people that are interested in it make sure  
12 they attend the Board meeting and make comments during  
13 the public comment period.  
14  
15                 MS. CAMINER:  That's a good point, yes.  
16  
17                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  When is it?  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  14th of January.  
20  
21                 MS. STICKWAN:  It's not a meeting, it's  
22 a work session.  
23  
24                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Oh, it's just a work  
25 session?  
26  
27                 MS. STICKWAN:  My understanding, the  
28 meeting is April 15th through 17th.  
29  
30                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Oh, okay.  Well, then  
31 excuse me.  
32  
33                 MS. CAMINER:  No, I don't think so,  
34 Ralph.  Kay or Donald, isn't that January meeting only  
35 to discuss the fisheries projects?  
36  
37                 MR. MIKE:  I think that's January 14th  
38 when the Board will discuss the FRMPs.  
39  
40                 MS. CAMINER:  Right.  
41  
42                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Right, right.  
43  
44                 MS. MILLS:  Is that a public meeting or  
45 is that a work session?  
46  
47                 MS. CAMINER:  A work session would be  
48 open to the public as well.  
49  
50                 MR. MIKE:  Yes, the work session will  
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1  be open to the public. The Board will meet on the  
2  wildlife proposals that the Councils took action on at  
3  the October meeting in April 14th, 15th and 16th.  
4  
5                  MR. CARPENTER:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman.   
6  Tom Carpenter again in Cordova.  I tend to agree with  
7  what Greg says.  I think the king salmon project is the  
8  most valuable one of the three that we're looking at.   
9  I think the Tanada Creek and the Long Lake projects are  
10 extremely important too, but this is a long-standing  
11 project that we need to try to fund somehow.  I think  
12 if we could use the money that we have and, you know,  
13 suggest to the Board that there be some incorporation  
14 with the governor's king salmon restoration money or  
15 something of that sort to fund the rest of it for this  
16 year, hopefully the budget cycle will work itself out  
17 in the future.  
18  
19                 I personally don't see that the Tanada  
20 Creek and the Long Lake project is small amount of  
21 money that we need for those, I just really can't  
22 believe that the agencies who are responsible for  
23 managing those operations couldn't come up with that  
24 money somehow, at least for this year, out of their own  
25 budget to fund it.  I think maybe that's something else  
26 that, you know, while the representatives from all the  
27 agencies are at the Board meeting that that should be  
28 suggested to them.  They have the power and ability to  
29 do that and I think that would be a good suggestion  
30 from you while you're at that meeting.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Tom.  Any  
33 other comments from anybody else.  
34  
35                 MR. HENRICHS:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman.  
36  
37                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Mr. Henrichs.  
38  
39                 MR. HENRICHS:  The governor had 30  
40 million in his budget for king salmon restoration for  
41 this fiscal year.  I don't know whether they've  
42 allocated it all out yet, but we need to find that out.   
43 The other thing is if it's the Legislature appropriated  
44 money, it wouldn't take effect until next fiscal year.   
45 I'm going to talk to some -- it's, you know, election  
46 season, so anybody will promise you anything, but I'm  
47 going to talk to some legislators that I know and then  
48 I will be in DC before the month is out too, so I'll  
49 start talking down there and see what I can come up  
50 with.  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Mr.  
2  Henrichs.  I'm just glad that you're here and you have  
3  a heads up on it because I really think in the end it's  
4  going to probably end up being on the Native Village of  
5  Eyak's shoulders to come up with additional funding if  
6  that program is going to go.  
7  
8                  MR. HENRICHS:  Yes, Mr. Chairman, it  
9  may be that way, but we'll start looking and see what  
10 we can come up with.  
11  
12                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  That's what I meant.   
13 I didn't mean that you guys would pay for it, but I  
14 think some of it's going to have to be that you go out  
15 and drum up some support from somebody else too because  
16 I just don't think there's going to be enough here.  
17  
18                 MR. HENRICHS:  Yeah.  And the best part  
19 is the project is an ongoing project, so you don't have  
20 to go out and buy a whole bunch of new stuff.  You've  
21 got the equipment in place already. Eyak has some other  
22 plans for restoring king salmon that we're going to  
23 release to everybody here in the very near future.   
24 Somebody's got to do it and I was one of the founders  
25 of Prince William Sound Aquaculture, so that's been a  
26 huge success.  I mean they had 94 million fish this  
27 year in Prince William Sound.  
28  
29                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Mr.  
30 Henrichs.  Personally, I, myself, wish you very very  
31 good success of coming up with this funding as you can  
32 come up with.  
33  
34                 Any other comments from any of the  
35 Council members.  
36  
37                 MS. CAMINER:  Mr. Chair.  This is Judy.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Yes, Judy.  
40  
41                 MS. CAMINER:  I guess for Bob it sounds  
42 like -- I mean the real change is Forest Service  
43 Department of Agriculture deciding not to use their  
44 money in Southcentral and that, unfortunately, included  
45 Cordova.  So that may be who needs some talking to  
46 also.  
47  
48                 MR. HENRICHS:  Yeah, that's right.   
49 We've talked to Begich and those guys too.  
50  
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1                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Do we have any  
2  more -- I know Gloria has expressed her opinions,  
3  Greg's expressed his opinion, Tom has expressed his  
4  opinion.  Do we have any other opinions that people  
5  would like to put forward to me?  Again, like I said,  
6  you know, it sure wouldn't hurt that people who have an  
7  interest in this show up at the meeting to make public  
8  testimony too even if we can't -- even if we can't sway  
9  them, we can at least show them there's an interest.  
10  
11                 MS. STICKWAN:  I would suggest that we  
12 evaluate their regions -- support for each region and  
13 look closely to see whether they can shift money going  
14 to the Eastern Interior or wherever to other regions,  
15 if that's possible.  But they look at their budget once  
16 again after listening to the RACs, maybe think about  
17 the budget and look at other regions as well and see if  
18 they can come up with funding.  Other regions should be  
19 able to do this too and maybe they can come up with  
20 extra funding.  Probably not, but maybe.  
21  
22                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  I think all the  
23 regions have suffered some pretty big cuts in budget,  
24 so it's going to be interesting to see at the meeting  
25 just what actually does come out.    
26  
27                 If we don't have anything further, my  
28 cell phone is giving me beeps, which means I'm about  
29 ready to lose my coverage.  I'm sitting in the car here  
30 in Valdez.  Do we have anything more that needs to be  
31 done, Donald?  
32  
33                 MR. MIKE:  Mr. Chair.  This is Donald.   
34 No other agenda items.  
35  
36                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Do we have any  
37 closing comments by anybody on the Council.  
38  
39                 MR. CARPENTER:  Yeah, Mr. Chairman.   
40 This is Tom.  I'll make it quick.  Unfortunately I  
41 wasn't able to attend the last board meeting because of  
42 the government shutdown.  Just one concern that I have  
43 and I just wanted you to know this before you go to the  
44 Board meeting so you can relay my comments, but I will  
45 try and be there.    
46  
47                 I'm a little concerned with the RACs  
48 recommendation that they give delegation of authority  
49 to the Cordova Ranger District for management of moose  
50 and deer.  I think the things that have been pointed  
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1  out the last two months with closing the deer season  
2  for subsistence with really no credible evidence to  
3  support it was a little bit dumbfounding to me.  
4  
5                  And my concern is that if they have  
6  delegation of authority in the future that the  
7  conversation that took place between myself and other  
8  RAC members that are involved in this area that that's  
9  going to go away.  I think it needs to play out the way  
10 the system is right now and I am really opposed to the  
11 idea that that -- they be given this delegation of  
12 authority.    
13  
14                 But, given that, I will make the matter  
15 crystal clear to the Federal Board when I go to the  
16 meeting, but I just wanted that to be known to the rest  
17 of the Council that I do have serious concerns.  
18  
19                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Tom.  Any  
20 other closing comments.  
21  
22                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Through the Chair.   
23 Ralph, this is Greg.  I just want to make a brief  
24 comment to Tom.  I would like him to give me a call.  I  
25 agree with him.  I also have very much concern of the  
26 delegation of authority even though I made  
27 (indiscernible) but I really think we need to be  
28 extremely cautious of that.  I'm opposed to it also.  
29  
30                 Thank you.  
31  
32                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Do I have any comments  
33 from any other Council member.  
34  
35                 MS. CAMINER:  This is Judy.  I want to  
36 say happy new year to everybody and look forward to  
37 working with you in 2014.  
38  
39                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Thank you, Judy.  Do  
40 we have a motion to adjourn.  
41  
42                 MR. ENCELEWSKI:  I so move.  
43  
44                 MS. MILLS:  Second.  
45  
46                 CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  It's been moved and  
47 seconded to adjourn.  Thank you all for being on the  
48 phone.  It's a nice 30 degree day here in Valdez and  
49 it's gray, cloudy skies and I'm ready to hit the road.  
50  
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1                  MR. ENCELEWSKI:  Send me some of that  
2  fish.  
3  
4                  CHAIRMAN LOHSE:  Okay.  Talk to you  
5  later.  
6  
7                  (Off record)  
8                   (END OF PROCEEDINGS)   
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2  
3  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA        )  
4                                  )ss.  
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6  
7                  I, Salena A. Hile, Notary Public, State  
8  of Alaska and reporter for Computer Matrix Court  
9  Reporters, LLC do hereby certify:  
10  
11                 THAT the foregoing pages numbered 2  
12 through 34 contain a full, true and correct Transcript  
13 of SOUTHCENTRAL FEDERAL SUBSISTENCE REGIONAL ADVISORY  
14 COUNCIL MEETING-TELEPHONIC taken electronically by  
15 Computer Matrix Court Reporters on the 31st day of  
16 December 2013 in Anchorage, Alaska;  
17  
18                 THAT the transcript is a true and  
19 correct transcript requested to be transcribed and  
20 thereafter transcribed under my direction to the best  
21 of our knowledge and ability;  
22  
23                 THAT I am not an employee, attorney, or  
24 party interested in any way in this action.  
25  
26                 DATED at Anchorage, Alaska, this 9th  
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31                         _______________________________  
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33                         Notary Public, State of Alaska  
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