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OCEEDTINGS

(On record)

CHAIRMAN REXFORD:

I'll call the Bristol Borough Fish &

Game Committee and North Slope Subsistence Regional Advisory

Council to order.
8ur group here.

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
29
30

Charlie, maybe we'll start out with you --
Call the roll.

MR. C. BROWER: John Miller?

MR. MILLER: Present.

MR. C. BROWER: Leonard Tukle?

MR. TUKLE: Here.

MR. C. BROWER: Elijah Attungana?

MR. ATTUNGANA: Here.

MR. C. BROWER: Jake Kignak?

MR. KIGNAK: Here.

MR. C. BROWER: William Aguvluk?

MR. AGUVLUK: Here.

MR. C. BROWER: We have -- the other group will be in

Bhis afternoon or later,

32
33

CHATRMAN REXFORD:

Pdease?

35
36
33
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50

MS. B. ARMSTRONG:
I call them. Fenton?

CHATRMAN REXFORD:

MS. B. ARMSTRONG:

MR. ITTA: Here.

Mr. Chairman.

Barbara, you want to call our roll

Yeah. I've got to write them down

Here.

Edward?

MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Harry?

MR. H. BROWER: Here.

MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Gordon?
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% MR. UPICKSOUN: Here.

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Frank?

Z MR. LONG: Here.

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And Jakie?

%O MR. KOONUK: Here.

%% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Ray is going to be here later today,
di8es anyone know?

%é UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Supposedly.

%g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Did he come in yesterday? Okay. We
h&8ve a quorum here.

%8 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Do we have a quorum here?.

g% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You have a quorum, Chairman.

gi MR. C. BROWER: We have a quorum.

52 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Before we move on to the

ddenda we're going to maybe do some quick introductions.
CBarlie?

29

30 MR. C. BROWER: Yes.

31

32 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Maybe we'll start from that end down
BBere and work our way over that way. Salena?

34

35 COURT REPORTER: Salena Hile. 1I'm a court reporter for
Bhe State of Alaska.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I'm Barb Armstrong, coordinator for
Bénton and Fish & Wildlife Service.

40

41 MR. KOONUK: Jakie Koonuk from Point Hope.

42

43 MR. LONG: Frank Long, Nuigsut.

44

45 MR. UPICKSOUN: Gordon Upicksoun, Point Lay.

46

477 MR. H. BROWER: Harry Brower from Barrow.

48

49 MR. ITTA: Edward Itta, Barrow.

50
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MS. PRIOR: Lelania Prior.

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: What's that?

U W

MS. PRIOR: My name is Lelania Prior, GIS. My name is
Ielania Prior.

g CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Fenton Rexford from Kaktovik.

%2 MR. MILLER: John Miller, Barrow.

%g MR. TUKLE: Leonard Tukle from Nuigsut.

%é MR. BAIN: Ray Bain, Anchorage.

%g MR. YOKEL: Dave Yokel with BLM, Arctic District.

%g MR. C. BROWER: Charles Brower, Executive Manager for
£he North Slope Borough Fish & Game.

g% MR. ATTUNGA: Elijah Attunga, Point Hope.

gi MR. KIGNAK: Jake Kignak, Atgasuk.

52 MR. AGUVLUK: William Aguvluk, Wainwright.

g; MR. SCHILLE: Ulrich Schille, Correspondent.

gg MR. ULVI: I'm Steve Ulvi with the National Park
3érvice for Gates of the Arctic National Park.

gg MS. OPIE: Taqulik Opie with the Wildlife Department.
gé MR. PETERSON: Michael Peterson from the Barrow and
B6ctic Slope Native Association.

g; CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you. At this time we will
BOve on to -- I hope we got the same agenda here.

jg UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yeah, they are.

j% CHATIRMAN REXFORD: A moment of silence. Observe for

gdidance and through our meetings and deliberations for this
d4ay. A moment of silence.

46

47 (Pause) .

48

49 Our minutes, we have a summary of minutes. We don't
50
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have the verbatim or the transcripts as indicated in our
dgenda. So we have a summary of the North Slope Subsistence
Begional Advisory Council Meeting dated February 22 and 23 and
24, 1994, meeting at USC NARL Conference Room. What is the
Wwish of the council on this?

o

7 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

10

11 MR. ITTA: Move to approve the minutes of February 23
and 24.

13

14 MR. H. BROWER: Second it.

15

16 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: It's been moved and seconded to

dpPprove the minutes of February 23, 24, 1994 of the North Slope
$8bsistence Regional Advisory Council.

19

20 MR. ITTA: Can we have a minute to kind of go over them
ahd read them?

22

23 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

24

25 MR. ITTA: All right. Mr. Chair?

26

27 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

28

29 MR. ITTA: Are we going to have Geoff Carroll here
86metime today on -- talking in regards to Page 2 where we

déferred Proposal 64 and 82 until he was going to be present.
Baybe we can notify him.

33

34 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

35

36 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, for your

Rdformation .....

38

39 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

40

41 MR. C. BROWER: ..... he's supposed to be here today

dfyway, but I can notify him as the time goes on.
43

44 MR. H. BROWER: Fenton?

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Harry.

47

48 MR. H. BROWER: Edward, i1f you keep going on to the

Back Geoff said during that meeting on February 23 and 24, you
50
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had returned later on into the day. And we discussed those
2ssues that were deferred 'til later on during that meeting --
3f the meeting date.

4

5 MR. ITTA: Okay.

6

7 MR. H. BROWER: So they're in the back end of the
Bummary. He'll be here anyway, right?

9

10 MR. H. BROWER: Yeah. He'll be here. I sent him
that information for our meeting.

12

13 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

14

15 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward.

16

17 MR. ITTA: Call for the question.

18

19 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Question is called on the
mbtion to accept the -- adopt the minutes of February 23, 24,

2994. All those in favor signify by saying aye?
22

23 IN UNISON: Aye.

24

25 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Those opposed?

26

27 (No opposing responses)

28

29 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: 1I'll need some help on reviewing the
dgenda and also approving that. I think we will have some -- a
f&w changes made to our agenda.

32

33 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

34

35 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

36

37 MR. BROWER: For your information, Mineral Management &

38rvice people were supposed to be in by 10:30 on our morning
Eoight. We can put those aside 'til they come in and make
#heir presentation and have them move out to their trip to

Wainwright. So we can defer those 'til they come in.

42

43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

44

45 MR. C. BROWER: It would be appropriate. And also, Mr.

@bhairman, for your information, on nominees and election of
é¥ficers, North Slope Borough Wildlife Management Fish & Game
€8mmittee, will not have their reorganization at this point
49i]1 the elections and verifications of nominees are approved
50
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by the assembly. So we will either excuse ourself while you
Rave your elections for that purpose. In that regard I had
Bhought the nominees and election of officers would be in
érder. But due to some difficulties of getting information
brom other villages I am postponing our election 'til the next

leeting. So -- for your information.

7

8 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Charlie. Barbara,
&nything?

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I don't see any changes.

12

13 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

14

15 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: This is all up to you.

16

17 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Barb.

18

19 MR. C. BROWER: Also -- Mr. Chairman, for your

20 information .....

21

22 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie.

23

24 MR. C. BROWER: John Miller, the vice-chair of the

Rb6rth Slope Borough Fish & Game Advisory will sit as to chair
£he other side if anything needs to be recognized.
27

28 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Charlie. And also
@8 have -- there's some experimenting going on with some
®halers.

31

32 MR. H. BROWER: Fenton, I need to be excused.

33

34 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: So there will be Harry and Edward

#3211 be excused for a little while, hopefully not all day.
36

37 MR. H. BROWER: No. Just this morning.
38
39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. So we have established a

gQorum. So whenever you need to leave, Harry and Edward we'll
d4d that and we'll postpone any action, if needed, until you
#31ks get back.

43

44 (In Inupiat).

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: At this time I will ask for or

éfitertain a motion to approve after reviewing the agenda.
48

49 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chairman?

50
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é CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward.

2 MR. ITTA: Move to approve the agenda as presented.

Z MR. UPICKSOUN: I second the motion.

g CHATRMAN REXFORD: Seconded by Gordon.

%O MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, I have some discussion.
%é CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

%2 MR. C. BROWER: In regards to the new business on -- we

h&ve Pat Reynolds coming up to give us an update on muskox
16sue that was brought out in our last meeting for possible
hdnagement within the North Slope of the muskoxs. I asked her

t8 be here, if she will. She will make a presentation on the
$Bock and disbursement of the muskox to see what the situation
28. So for your information she's probably coming on the
Adrning flight. I would insert her down on I with muskoxs, Pat
R2ynolds of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

23

24 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Under 10(i)?

25

26 MR. C. BROWER: Yes. And also, Mr. Chairman, I see
@@off is here and I can ask him if he wants to make any
PBesentation.

29

30 MR. CARROLL: Yeah. Just a brief one.

31

32 MR. C. BROWER: All right. We can put him under J where
3ppropriate.

34

35 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

36

37 MR. C. BROWER: Geoff Carroll, ADFG. Thank you, Mr.
GBBRariman.

39

40 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Charlie. Then we have

dhder new business, 10(i), muskox updated by Pat Reynolds and
42so Geoff Carroll of ADF&G. Under J. Anything else? How
g8Bould we do this? I guess you made a motion to approve the
d44enda with the insertion of Pat Reynolds under 10 (i) and

46 (j). Is that good enough or should we -- Edward-?

46

47 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair, I guess it's noted we're going to
B8ve -- we're deferring item seven on down until the people get
H8re?

50
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1

2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. Just seven, Jjust the seventh
8ne we're deferring until they get here. So we'll keep Number
42 flexible. These guys have to go on over to Wainwright after
Bhey make a presentation. So that would be -- have to make a
6rip out and over to Wainwright and also other offices here, so
Zhey're on a tight schedule. That's why we have them up.
Bhought they might be here early and kick it open.

9

10 MR. UPICKSOUN: And Eight is postponed, Mr. Chairman?
11

12 MR. MILLER: ©No. On the Wildlife side. You folks can
h3ve your .....

14

15 MR. UPICKSOUN: Oh, okay. I don't have your agenda for
the Wildlife side.

17

18 MR. MILLER: Mr. Chairman?

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: John.

21

22 MR. MILLER: Motion to approve the agenda as amended or
23 noted.

24

25 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

26

27 MR. MILLER: Question, I mean. Question on motion.

28

29 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Question on the motion with the

d8ditions of the agenda. Notably and we'll be flexible with
8&ven and we'll add 10(i), Muskox update by Pat Reynolds and
32(j), Geoff Carroll with ADF&G. Although in favor signify by
3838ying aye?

34

35 IN UNISON: Aye.

36

37 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Those opposed, same sign?

38

39 (No opposing responses)

40

41 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. We'll move on to Number 6,
w&lcome and introduction of our council and the agencies.
43troduction by Fish & Wildlife Council members by Warren -- or
#Bat will be Charlie Brower of the North Slope Wildlife
Management. Charlie?

46

477 MR. C. BROWER: Good morning. My name is Charlie
BB8ower. I am the executive manager for the North Slope Borough
E9sh & Game Management Committee. I'm glad that we're having
50
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10

this meeting as a joint. As I went through some of the federal
Bapers I noticed that in there was the designated hunter
gommunity bay, and management status code which was being
#eviewed by the different five agencies and the chair, and my
Bhair, of the Federal Advisory Councils. So in that regards I
thought it was important enough to combine the Federal Advisory
Council, North Slope Borough Fish & Game Management, together
8nd iron out some of these recommendations that were brought to
s by the task force to talk about bag limits -- for community
b8g limits as a designated hunter. And the other option is
ldcal management control within the tribal councils, which can
hdve a major effect on some of our hunting species. So in that
t8gard I talked with Fenton and initiated if we can have a
jéint meeting since we are in the same region as the Borough.
W& cover the whole North Slope. And as the Federal Advisory
Céuncil, as Region 10, you cover the same amount of land. And
4% you, the Federal Advisory Council, are advisable to the
F8deral Subsistence Board and the North Slope Borough Wildlife
M8nagement Fish & Game Committee, as the agency or governmental
g0tity that complies with state and federal regs. And I
Phought it was important enough to combine a meeting like this
g%en though we have different sides, but one feeling, that we

2a8n talk this thing over and get some -- get somewhere. And I
Rdow it's quite important to me to see something like this come
6t and to have voice come out from both sides. So -- and on

Béhalf of the North Slope Borough Wildlife Management, I
@w&lcome everyone for being here 'cause there's no other --
PBere's -- like I say, this is one of a king of meeting between
PBe federal advisory and a governmental entity being allowed, I
Gless. So we might be breaking the law or something. But here
W& are meeting together. And thank you for being here.

32

33 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Charlie.

34

35 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

36

37 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Edward.

38

39 MR. ITTA: Might I comment. Barbara, for the benefit
éfi our -- the ones that don't know, can you call out the list
6T all our members and where they're from?

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. I just have to do it my
#émory. I had a list here but we also have -- besides the

€¢buncil members here, we also have Ray Koonuk from Point Hope,
dhd we have Harry Todruk (ph) from Wainwright. Then we also
Adve Jimmy Aveoganna from Wainwright. And the only villages
#Bat aren't covered in this council at this time is Anaktuvuk
P8ss and (indiscernible). And I think that's what will be

50
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11

discussed later.

2

3 MR. C. BROWER: For your information, the other two I
didn't call off, Edward Thompson, Sr. is from Barrow. He will
be in later. And Amos Aguasagga from Point Lay will be later
too. Also our chairman, who is double chair here of the
Federal Advisory Council and the North Slope Borough Fish &

B8ame Management. I didn't bother introducing him.
9
10 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Anyway, new members and North Slope

Bdrough Fish & Game Committee, our North Slope Subsistence
R2gional Advisory Council works with the federal subsistence
b8ard consisting of -- what six federal agencies. And they're
the federal subsistence board ended up making rules and
t&gulations on federal lands on our particular region. Any
féderal lands in our North Slope area, they see to it that the
tiiles and regulations -- we'll try to comply, however, that's
¥8ry difficult. The rules and regulations do not comply with
d8r way of hunting and our way of life. So we're trying to
mBke some changes to that. So (In Inupiat).

21

22 So just a short summary, we are -- there's nine members
28 the council and we act as an advisory council to the
8d4bsistence board.

52 Okay. Anything else, Charlie? Or anybody else want to
2dd on to the welcome, Edward or anybody?

gg MR. C. BROWER: John Miller.

gg CHATIRMAN REXFORD: John?

gg MR. MILLER: 1I'm currently the vice chair of the North

S34ope Borough Fish & Game Management Committee and I think that
Bhis is a very good opportunity for both of us to get together
36 both agencies to get together and express our common goal

3fld concern, which is management of our own resources. So
B8Bank you very much.

39

40 MR. ITTA: You should let them know how often we meet.
41

42 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: We're meeting quarterly? Three
43mes -- every .....

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Twice a year.

46

47 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Twice a year? We're meeting twice a
g8ar. One in the fall and one either in -- before April. So
Ww8'll meet again before April.

50
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12

1

2 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That is when the council go over the
Broposals that have been made on the federal lands. And that's
when they'll meet again, before April.

Z CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Now let's see, what else?

g MR. ITTA: The -- Mr. Chair?

30 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

%% MR. ITTA: Any proposals that get submitted by this

ddvisory council are forwarded to the federal subsistence board
wAich meets quarterly, correct?

15

16 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

17

18 MR. ITTA: And Willie Hensley is the chair and a real

fPiend, I think, of the federal subsistence board. There's
Béen changes on the Federal Subsistence Board, the most
8ignificant being that Willie Hensley's now the chairman of
2Rat -- of that board. And you all know we're in a lot of
£8deral lands around here and I agree we got mutual concerns.
BRAd I'm glad to see a meeting like this happen so we can start
Ahderstanding what all is happening here and what we can do
26intly. And I was especially glad when Charlie and Fenton
8farted talking, that we're going to have input from the local
B8rspective too, that will give us more -- I guess more clout
28 presenting our case to the Federal Subsistence Board. And
Bénton, a little later on down the agenda, is going to make a
Béport on the meeting he attended down in Anchorage. When was
BRat?

33

34 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: There was one in August.

35

36 MR. ITTA: August. And one in -- there was another
3fle?

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: And another one in April.

40

41 MR. ITTA: Yeah. We're just kind of trying to find our
wdy too. All right? And I think we're going to do all right.
43

44 (Off record comments).

45

46 MR. C. BROWER: For your information this is Edward
Hdpson. He's one of our elders in our committee.

48

49 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Welcome, Edward.

50
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13

1

2 MR. C. BROWER: Edward, we were just high-lighting why
We were meeting like this. I stated to them that from reading
gome of the federal papers that this task force initiated, or
8esignated hunter task force and some working -- some other
matters regarding our land use in the federal land, modifying
gome options for tribal management, community bag limits,
8esignated hunter, which will go into the federal -- federal
Board in their next meeting. I thought it was important enough
t6 combine these two committees together to talk about what the
task force is trying to do on our federal hunting grounds.

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Good morning, Eddie. Okay. Eddie,
#é're postponing that Number 7 until they get here, the
Minerals Management Service update. Once they come into our

tébnference we'll make room for them to make their presentation.
130 we're on to Item Number 8. Probably take, what, maybe 15

h&nutes between the group here and we could probably -- Gordon?
19

20 MR. UPICKSOUN: Five minutes.

21

22 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Five minutes. Okay.

23

24 MR. C. BROWER: That will give enough break for -- for
d5ciggarette break for the other half of us.

26

277 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. So Edward, just for your
28formation, we're the North Slope Committee -- Fish & Game

¢émmittee. We were hopefully trying to get nominations for
dhairman but there's some delay in some village representation
dhd also confirmation by the mayor and maybe the assembly?

32

33 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

34

35 CHATRMAN REXFORD: So there's some seats that were
8gpiring and we'll wait for the Fish & Game Committee to
Béorganize.

38

39 MR. E. HOPSON: Who all's on the game committee now?
40

41 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: See, Jake and Raymond Koonuk from
édr committee, terms were expired this year. But we had some
d3fficulty getting some names in from the villages. So -- and

Adaktuvuk Pass is the only one that has not submitted a name.
86 in that regard I thought everything would be done by now.
That's why we had -- put them in the agenda. So I've asked for
d7delay 'til the next meeting after the assembly ratifies and
dPproves the nominees from the villages. We'll take a five
h9nute break now.

50
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14

1

2 (Off record)

3

4 (On record)

5

o MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

7

8 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward.

9

10 MR. ITTA: I move to open nominations for election of
bfficers.

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Edward.

14

15 MR. UPICKSOUN: Mr. Chairman?

16

17 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

18

19 MR. UPICKSOUN: I move that we re-elect you as our
2hairman, retain the officers -- all three of you, Edward and

Harry, I ask for unanimous consent from the board.

22

23 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. There's been a unanimous
2énsent to retain Chairman Rexford, Vice-Chairman Itta, and
3&6cretary Brower. Any objection? Any objections? Harry?
N6éne? Okay. So ordered.

27

28 MR. ITTA: Congratulations.

29

30 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Gordon. Okay. They can
dbme back in now.

32

33 MR. ITTA: We are a lot more efficient than the federal
Bédreaucracy.

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: So while you're here you guys can
discuss that 1995 .....

38

39 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

40

41 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... who's expiring in 19952 Does

dfybody know, I don't have my book with me? Is it .....

43

44 MR. H. BROWER: I've been secretary for three years.
45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Terry and .....

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Terry .....

49

50
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1 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Me and Terry and -- I think we're
2he longest ones.

3

4 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Yeah, '96 I think you and
Berry. Harry, you?

6

7 MR. H. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You and Gordon?

10

11 MR. H. BROWER: Yeah. I was only on for three years.
12

13 (Off record discussion - simultaneous talking).

14

15 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: By next fall we'll need to order
that vacant seat by George Amouwak (ph). Either Ray or Jakie
hds filled in that temporarily.

18

19 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Ray or Jakie filled that
fle. I think Jakie did.

21

22 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. Ray or Jakie will fill that
£28rm up that George Amouwak left 'cause he was elected mayor.
24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think he's in for three though.
26

27 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

28

29 MR. ITTA: Jakie would be right? Or -- what year was
Bhat term?

31

32 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: It was in '95. It was a two year
B8&8rm.

34

35 MR. ITTA: Two year term. And Jake is .....

36

37 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Jakie is .....

38

39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Jakie is two year term?

40

41 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Either one. I don't know which
éfe's Ray or Jakie got, which seat they got.

43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay.

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: SO .....

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Ray's got 'til '95? That's what we
wlre trying to ask. And then I -- when I did ask in front of
50
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the federal board they said no, it would be all three year
Perms. And I said well, that's going to mess up the three,
3ix, nine .....

4

5 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. 'Cause .....

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: But I have no say to that. If they

g§ive them three year term, then they give them three year term.
9

10 MR. ITTA: Do you think we need to formalize that after
Ray gets here?

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: We will check -- we can check to
$ée. See, I didn't get nothing -- once I just -- I just got a

t&11 from them and said that they were signed. And that's why
I6started calling around to see and getting that information
fr¥om the new members. So we need to figure that out and see --
&8t those papers. I thought it would be on that new paper.

Y8u might have passed one out to the new members.

20

21 MR. ITTA: I didn't bring mine.

22

23 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: There should be a member thing here.
24

25 MR. ITTA: A what?

26

27 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: With the new council members. A
B8per we passed out that looked something like this. It should
B& amongst your papers. But it's got all the council member
B@mes. Looks something like this with telephone numbers. It
S8hould be amongst your .....

32

33 MR. H. BROWER: This one.

34

35 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

36

37 MR. ITTA: Federal subsistence board right there.

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Region 10. Yeah. It's either Ray

éf Jakie for that council seat E, which was vacant, left by
Géorge Amouwak. And then the next terms that are coming up
w211 be Gordon's, either Jakie or Ray, and Jim Allen Aveoganna.
4Bhose three seats are .....

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Gordon, Jim and then third .....
46

477 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

48

49 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. Unless he's given -- unless
50
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Babbitt gave him a three year term. Unless Babbitt have him a
Phree year term. Most likely he might do, is giving him a
Bhree year term. Then he will have to serve and there would be

four serving three year terms starting this year. So we'll
find that out. I'm sorry, I don't have it here.

6

7 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: It's right here, Barb.

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay. So you guys have it in
¥6ur packet then?

11

12 CHATRMAN REXFORD: No. That was my -- my own.

13

14 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

15

16 MR. ITTA: Move to close nominations?

17

18 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: We already have unanimous consent
tBere, Edward.

20

21 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Okay. The other thing now --

82 your next move for the next two seats then. We should .....
23

24 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: No. Barbara, I think either Ray or
Jdékie will finish off '95, the way it looks.

26

277 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

28

29 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Those three, Edward, Frank, and

gfither Ray will have a three year. And then either Ray or
Jakie will finish off that term.

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. 'Cause when I did the report
}4 I asked that Jakie be put in for three.

35

36 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Oh, okay.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And asked Ray be take George

BRouwak's and then they said no, we couldn't do that. That
4hey would be given all three year terms.

jé CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Oh, all of them?

jj MS. B. ARMSTRONG: SO .....

22 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Boy, that's going to mess our .....
3; MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That's what I said. And I
ggid that and then -- but then they have higher power than I do
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for me to request. So there goes that .....

% CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Three, four, two. Okay. That's the
way it's going to be then. We'll .....

Z (Off record comments)

g MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. I think that's how it's going

8o be. Okay. Then the other thing, while you guys are alone,
bRay, for the next two seats you guys going to work on

Ahaktuvuk Pass. Get representatives from Anaktuvuk Pass and
I12ndiscernible). 'Cause you guys have one from Wainwright and
P38int Lay. Ask Gordon to reapply and I'll back him up if he
$4i11 wants to be on the board. 'Cause he's the only one from
P6int Lay.

16

17 MR. UPICKSON: And for those two vacancies in
I18ndiscernible) and Anaktuvuk, 1is it?

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. We .....

21

22 MR. UPICKSON: Have the other board members terms

23pire and we'll take that into consideration and .....

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: We can just go to one -- one from
Phe village. See, we had a hard time getting Point Hope in.

33 as soon as we had two applicants from Point Hope, that's why
%8 grabbed them. And .....

29

30 MR. UPICKSON: Down the road, as their terms expire,
$odu will settle (Indiscernible) and Anaktuvuk?

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. And then there will just be
d4switch off. 1It'll be easier that way.

35

36 MR. UPICKSON: Frank will be good for (indiscernible).
37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. He's easy to get a hold of.
39

40 MR. ITTA: Barbara, on the additional seat for Point
Hdépe, Warren's term's expired.

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Warren's is out.

44

45 MR. ITTA: My term expired and I got put back in mine.
86 I'm still CG, correct?

47

48 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

49
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1 MR. ITTA: So CH, which was Warren's, was that deleted
from Barrow and changed to Point Hope?

3

4 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, that's deleted from Barrow.
That's changed to Point Hope.

6

7 MR. ITTA: Okay.

8

9 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Because we have good representatives

flght now on the board from Barrow. There's you, Harry
lland .....

12

13 MR. ITTA: Right. Harry and I?

14

15 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You and Harry. Yeah.

16

17 MR. ITTA: Okay. And how about Zack Hugo's? We never
d8d get an appointment or any .....

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: There is -- it's either -- probably
Ptrank, Nuigsut.

22

23 MR. ITTA: Okay. That's been changed to Nuigsut?

24

25 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum.

26

277 MR. ITTA: And just for your information, if I'm right,

PBe dates of the Arctic, they still have representation from
PBe other region. Correct? Right? Region Six. They have
Bfiaktuvuk has representation on the board from Region Six,
dbrrect?

32

33 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: On -- on the Gates?

34

35 MR. ITTA: On the Federal Advisory Council from Region
36x, they have a seat on there. Correct? Remember we had some
37..

38

39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, that's supposed to be for Gates.
40

41 MR. ITTA: Okay. Gates of the Arctic?

42

43 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That should be discussed under

Béundary Six and 10. And then Steve Ulvi's here and then he'll
Bb& the one to answer any questions that you guys might have on
#bhat boundary line. See, what they were saying is that --
H@drth Slope was saying that boundary was further down than
WwBere it was before when I went to their meeting for a few
B8urs that morning? They said boundary line was further down.
50
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1The original boundary line. And Delbert Rexford knows about
2t. The original boundary line. And somehow it got moved up
3- further up on North Slope and then -- and leaving that six
down there more. And that's what they're arguing about. And
then still, when it came down to it and they asked well, what's
the problem? Then they said nothing, because everybody's --
fhey'll go back and forth, whoever hunted on that site. And
8hen Region Six didn't mind if we went down and hunted in that
8rea and what not. But then they were just concerned about
that boundary line in case -- you know how the federal
dvernment is once they start getting sticky about things.
TRey all start saying well, here's the line. They don't want
tBat down pat to say in case, and then now Delbert was trying
14 Delbert knows about the original boundary line. And he was
$tpposed to have gotten that on the map and sent it up. But
then whaling season.

17

18 MR. ITTA: So we will be discussing it on the boundary?
19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You guys will ask Steve Ulvie once

Ydu guys get on that subject there. And then ask him what's
gding on. And then Raymond Koonuk supposedly had written a
28tter to Fenton. And I tried to get a hold of that letter
Bdck in my administrative record and I couldn't -- regarding
pbtting someone from the North Slope in that Gates. That's
@woth the Gates of the Arctic and that's what Steve Ulvie, you
gidys ask him about that.

28

29 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. All right. So we got Frank
BObng expiring in '97?

31

32 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That's how I think it would be.

33

34 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Jakie in '97 and Edward '97?

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. And probably Ray in '97
83do. That could be possible right there. 'Cause when I asked

BBat time Dick Pospahala said it couldn't happen. And he said
3921 of them would be three year terms. So I will check on that

£6r you.
41
42 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay.
43
44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: And let you guys know.
45
46 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. So those three -- there'll be
Gdrdon and Jim Allen Aveoganna.
48
49 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum.
50
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CHAIRMAN REXFORD: And possibly Ray Koonuk.

MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Possibly Ray Koonuk. Okay.

U W

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right. So what is the wish of
fhe board on those representations getting APK and ATQ?
8

9 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

10

11 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

12

13 MR. ITTA: Since it looks like we're going to discuss

14 on the boundary issue maybe we can defer to that.
15

16 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

17

18 MR. ITTA: The (indiscernable) issue on representation
A under the boundaries. Shall we talk about it with Steve
2hen?

21

22 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. You guys can ask him and see
28 he knows about it. He said .....

24

25 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

26

27 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: When I called in to ask him about it
B8 said he didn't have that much information on it. I says
@811, your board -- your SRC was the one that wrote a letter to

Bénton telling him about somebody needing to be represented on
Bhe SRC board. So you guys can ask him about that one.
32

33 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Anything else then on Number
B2 Anything else? Harry? Barbara?

35

36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: While you are here, you could get
gflder old business on Number 9. You can do a real quick
38ientation for the new members while they're here. Or you can

®a@it 'til later. That's up to you. While Edward and Harry are
A8re.

j% CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

ii MS. B. ARMSTRONG: You can just explain in these books
#bhey should have their charters and then their .....

jg CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Manual?

2% MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... manual should also be there.

5
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You guys just go through here you'll learn all about the
federal government. You guys have a charter here.
3

4 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. This -- they have them in
their booklet?

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. They should have them here.
8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Maybe real quickly, the operations
th8nual, at your leisurely, Frank and Jakie, shows what we're
$lipposed to -- how we're supposed to operate as a regional

tduncil working with the Federal Subsistence Board. So they
$Bould give a time line or schedules and our activities that
$hould happen within our council. And -- where is the
t&ferences at here? And then the by-laws with the .....

16

17 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 1It's number one here. Operations
th8nual is under one.

19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. There we go. Yeah. And then

Phe regional council charter and our roles and responsibilities
22 the members. And also a map of where we operate.
23

24 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: That is in their booklet.

25

26 MR. ITTA: Under the operations manual?

27

28 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No, no. Their charter is under
2Beir booklet. They have both of them. Yeah.

30

31 MR. ITTA: Oh, okay, all right.

32

33 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: So the operations manual will show
Béw our council will operate. Our charter .....

35

36 MR. ITTA: Maybe we can do that under orientation under
87a) you can go through that.

38

39 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Okay. All right. We're
pletty much done then with 8(d). Shall we call back the folks?
41

42 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, you can. And then that's

where I was trying to get you to get this orientation done
while you guys are alone.

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Frank.

477

48 MR. LONG: So this is what we are entitled under cover
6% these operations manual?

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



23

1

2 MR. KOONUK: Regional council.

3

4 MR. H. BROWER: Regional Council.

5

6 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Federal Subsistence Regional
Rdvisory Council.

8

9 MR. LONG: Okay.

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Okay?

12

13 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon.

14

15 MR. UPICKSON: We don't address the -- how the terms
égpire and -- it's up to the .....

17

18 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: It's up to Babbitt.

19

20 MR. UPICKSON: ..... federal board to determine 'cause

& never addressed that issue in our charter? Like Barbara
8dys, we're going to make them all three years?

23

24 MR. H. BROWER: We don't have that control. 1It's up to
2he board, right?

26

277 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. It's up to the .....

28

29 MR. H. BROWER: And then we make a recommendation to
dhange it.

31

32 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 1It's up to Babbitt to give how many
B8rms. When he appoints -- you guys are not elected. You guys
3#e appointed.

35

36 MR. LONG: Appointed.

37

38 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. You are appointed. So it's
8P to Babbitt to give you how many year terms -- he can and
48's up to him.

41

42 MR. LONG: You got his phone number so I can call him?
43

44 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I can get it for you.

45

46 MR. ITTA: Yeah. Remind him of our charter. It shows
#Hat three shall serve -- three each shall serve until they're
481 staggered .....

49
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1 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. And if he goes through that,
8o it should be staggered then.

3

4 MR. ITTA: It should be staggered. Yeah. Three,
bhree, three .....

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay.

8

9 MR. ITTA: ..... instead of three, four, two.

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That's right. 'Cause there's
hZne of you and he should follow your charter. So one should
b& serving one more year then. Okay. It's either Ray or
Jakie.

15

16 MR. ITTA: Yeah.

17

18 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. I'll check into that.

19

20 (Off record)

21

22 (On record)

23

24 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thanks, Gentlemen and Ladies,
£6r waiting for a few minutes. We -- for your information on

Phe nomination and election of officers for the North Slope
3ldbsistence Regional Advisory Council are as follows.

Bairman, they unanimously, without objection, voted me back
28. Vice-chairman is Edward Itta, and secretary, Harry Brower.
380 for your information then we have new members. That
Pbssibly either Ray or Jakie will fill in the rest of the term
3% George Amouwak for remainder of year '95. We have Frank
B38ng, Jr. and Edward Itta that were appointed until 1997. So

$é4r -- for your information.

35

36 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Which Jakie are you talking about?
37

38 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Jakie Koonuk.

39

40 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Oh, all right.

41

42 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. We're done with Number 8.
4311 move on to -- we'll move on to 9A under our agenda. We're
#éving right along here. So it looks like we'll maybe get done
#bnight. Orientation of new members. For your information

460, it will be good information for our Fish & Game Committee
4% the North Slope. Barbara, I may need some help here. We --
w8 operate under federal code and regulations and we have
éPerations manual that we have for our council members. It

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



25

$hows us how -- or tries to tell us how we should operate and
Rave different activities throughout the year and how we work
®ith the Federal Subsistence Board. And we also have a charter
ér by-laws that we have to look at. And they're amended every
two years, I think.

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum.

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: If I'm not mistaken, so with the
bPerations manual and the charter we operate under the code of
féderal regulations. Let's see. What else?

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Those are the two main ones. And

then there's also a sheet here on which they have is the roles
dabhd responsibilities of the regional advisory council, still
hhder two in the Federal Subsistence Management Program. They
kind of give you guidelines on what the councils are to do in
¥8rking with the making of the regulations.

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Maybe I'll just run that by real
ghick. Now, I'll go over this real quick. As council of the
28gion, Regional Advisory Council in the Federal Subsistence
M3nagement Program, we review —-- our council review, evaluate,
2d4d make recommendations to the Federal Subsistence Board on
Bboposals for regulations, policies, management plans, and
dther matters related to subsistence take of fish and wildlife
71 public lands. Meaning federal public lands within our
?28gion. We also provide a forum for expression of opinion and
28commendations by persons interested in any matter related to
BHe subsistence use of fish and wildlife on public lands. We
dlso encourage local and regional participation such as this
w2th the North Slope Borough Fish & Game committed to helping
B3ke decisions. The process effect and the take of fish and
wdldlife on public lands within the North Slope for our
S3tbsistence uses. And annually we prepare and submit to the
B6éard containing -- an annual report containing following
8drrent -- identifying current and anticipated uses of fish,
®#81dlife population with our region. Evaluation of current and
3fAticipated subsistence needs for fish and wildlife population
wlthin the region. Strategy for recommendation of fish and
wlldlife population to accommodate subsistence uses and needs.
4Bnd also look at policies, standards and guidelines which will
B8lp implement the strategy for the regulations.

44

45 Also our -- one of our duties is to appoint someone to
#he National Parks Subsistence Resource Commission in their
#égion in accordance to Section 808 of ANILCA. One of the
d@portant things that we'll be working on today is making
#8commendations and determination of customary and traditional
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



26

hse of subsistence resources. We will also look at and make
Zecommendations on determination of rural status, allocation of
Subsistence uses among rural residents, pursuant to Section 17
6f the Subsistence Regulation. And also develop proposals
pertaining to subsistence taking of fish and wildlife and
feview such proposals submitted by other sources. And provide
Fecommendation on the establishment of membership of federal
8nd local subsistence advisory. So that's one of the things
Bhat our council is supposed to be doing.

10

11 And at least twice a year we'll meet. FEach member will
$8rve a three year term initially until things get staggered
®Ray, then they may serve less than three years. These members
%411 be appointed by Secretary of Interior and Agriculture.

Abd the council members shall elect the chair of their council.

16 The support for our council -- administrative support
fdr our council is provided by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
08 the Forest Service. Immediate local assistance will be

pPovided by Barbara, who is the federal regional advisory
26uncil coordinator.

21

22 So that, in essence, is a summary of our role and
28sponsibility of this side of the table. And we want to work
@wdth the North Slope Borough committee on making
28commendations on the things that I just mentioned regarding
2écommendations, determinations and identifying current and
dflticipated subsistence uses of the fish and wildlife
PBpulation in the North Slope. So somewhere in there I know it
@211 be useful for the fish and game committee to get involved
38 working with the Federal Subsistence Board. So at this time
W& will be excusing Edward and Harry for the time being.

32

33 Okay. Any questions on this roles and responsibility
3% our council? Okay. If not -- Barbara, do you have anything
8bse to add on?

36

37 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I don't have anything right now,
BHRairman.

39

40 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Barbara. We'll

#hbve on to 9B. 9B and 9E, I'll combine those two together.

THe April 1994 Federal Subsistence Board meeting and also
#8port on the chair and -- the State Federal Subsistence
Advisory Council chairs and vice chairs meeting which were held
§6rt of closely together. So I'll cover 9A and 9E.

46

477 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 9B and E.

48

49 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ©9A and E. Oh, B and E. I'm sorry.
50
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1Give me a minute to find the report here. Taquilik?

2

3 MS. OPIE: I've got the letter.

4

5 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Oh, okay, she's got the letter.

6

7 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Is that the June 27th -- June 7th?
8

9 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. June 7th. Yeah. She's got
18. I've got extra copies made too. So -- oh, you have some
tdo?

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. I made copies too. But
that's okay. Go ahead.

15

16 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: While Taqulik and Barbara are
pPdssing out our summary of the Federal Subsistence actions,
tBey can -- at their meeting of April 11lth through the 15th,

48d the council chairs and vice chairs met a day prior to the
P8deral Subsistence Board meeting. And I'll combine both of
2hose reports here real quickly. The vice chairman and the
2Rairman of the 10 regions in Alaska were invited to meet with
2Be staff and staff personnel and also a few of the Federal
3dbsistence Board to go over what I just went through. Our
dbthorities, responsibilities, roles and powers of our council,
2hd how we were supposed to operate and help the Federal
3lbsistence Board. So we went over -- going over annual
?28ports, the operations manual like I just did, our charters,
£Be appointments, our responses to indirect subsistence issues,
BBe coordinator's roles, like Barbara have. There are I think
Phat?, six coordinators in the state? Something like that.

32

33 (In Inupiat).

34

35 And on this June 7th is a summary from Ronald McCoy,
®ho was the interim chair of the Federal Subsistence Board.
E711 summarize the letter. They were very pleased that our

d8uncil and chairmen were involved in the Federal Subsistence
Management program. Our councils provide local knowledge and
éflperience needed to develop good subsistence management
décisions. So our role in the council was evident at the board
#wéeting in April.

43

44 Council chairs and vice chairs gave important
dbformation on local viewpoint and practices. The presence of
#he council members where representatives helped bring about
discussion on many other issues that will require further
éBoperation between program managers and regional residents
éfigaged in subsistence use.
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1
2 So below is a summary of the board action that they
Bade during April 1lth through the 15th regarding that -- the

proposal that effect our region, the North Slope. Where action
Was modified, or where board was opposed to council's

6ecommendation. The board's rationale was also summarized.
7
8 Proposals 1 and 2, I think, were state wide regulations

8nd they dealt with same day airborne of taking wolves, lynx,
tbyote, red fox, and arctic fox. This proposal was opposed by
$&ven regional councils, including the North Slope and was
t2jected by the Federal Subsistence Board. The board found the
ddoption of this proposal would enhance the likelihood that
p#ovisions of the Federal Airborne Hunting Act would be
¥holated. Board members also found that adoption of this
p6oposal would increase the difficulty of enforcing the Act.
Finally, the board was swayed by the majority of the council's
p8sition that taking of free wrenching fur bearers by same day
d9rborne means is not a customary and traditional subsistence
Bfactice. This prohibition will not prevent same day use of
dircraft to access trap lines and dispatch legally trapped or
8ared fur bearers.

23

24 Proposal 2, another statewide regulation modifying wolf
Rinting, trapping seasons, to correspond with state regulation.
2Bhe board approved the council's recommendation to adopt that
Rdrtion of this proposal which effects the North Slope.

28

29 Again, Proposal 81 and 83 regarding extending the moose
Bnting season in a portion of Unit 26 and recommended
Brohibiting use of aircraft access to this area during the
8Rktended winter season. The board adopted this proposal. The
B3ard's actions is consistent with the North Slope Council and
S34aff committee's recommendations.

35

36 Proposal 82 recommended permitting use of motor driven
B@dats and use of firearms that shoot rip fire cartridges to
B8ke swimming caribou. The board adopted a modified proposal

BBen that not only authorized the uses of motor driven boats
4fd use of firearms, but also authorizes use of snowmobiles to

#dke caribou as well. The board action is consistent with the
é2uncil's recommendation.

43

44 Proposal 85 recommended modified fall sheep harvest

4imits in portions of Unit 26 from rams with some 7/8 curl or
d6rger to rams with full curl. The board followed the North
8J7ope Regional Council's recommendation and rejected this
p8oposal as an unnecessary subsistence restriction.

49
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1 Proposal 86 by the Kaktovik City Council to expand the
Ruskox hunting season in Unit 26 (C) from October 1 through
Barch 31. The board substantially modified this proposal to
provide an expanded opportunity for muskox harvest but not to
the extent recommended in the proposal by the council. The
board agreed with the staff's committee's concern that muskox
Mmight be adversely impacted by hunting during mid-winter and
8hat hunting disturbance may violate recognized principals of
@wildlife conservation.

10

11 Although the board was not opposed to the principal of
d2lowing extensive harvest in winter, they wanted to get
ddditional information from next year's hunt before making the
fdnal decision.

15

16 A similar proposal, Number 87, recommended season from
N@vember 1 through March 31. The board opposed this proposal
dfle to reasons identified above, that the chair post a closure
8 the October season.

20

21 Again, the board appreciated our interest in federal
8#ibsistence management program and contributions you and your
23uncil members have made over the past year. The board looks
férward to a continued and expanding working relationship with
Phe council and residents of the North Slope. If you have any
@6estions, call Barbara Armstrong.

27

28 Any questions on the Federal Subsistence Board's
d8tions? Edward?

30

31 MR. E. HOPSON: Who is entitled to take permit for
Bidskox on the North Slope? What communities?

33

34 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: The only community right now,

B8ward, is Koktovik. And there is some work by Charlie and
Bbhen later on we'll be talking about proposal to have co-
Bdnagement by the North Slope to cover maybe the rest of the
88her villages.

39

40 MR. E. HOPSON: That's why I'm raising the question.
Bécause muskox is seen all over at Point Lay. They're scaring
édribou in the Point Lay area.

43

44 MR. ATTENUGANA: (In Inupiat).

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: (In Inupiat).

47

48 MR. ATTENUGANA: (In Inupiat).

49
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CHATRMAN REXFORD: (In Inupiat).

w N~

MR. E. HOPSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, while we're on this
gubject, how about Point Hope area on muskox? I understand
Bhey have some muskox there.

6

7 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Geoff, could you enlighten us on
Bome of the work? I know it's going to be discussed a little
further on our agenda. But Geoff, we've heard that concern

fom Elijah at the last fish and game committee meeting. So
¥é're working on trying -- trying to see what the population is
t3@ hopefully get it open.

13

14 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Excuse me, Geoff. Can you come over

hére to the speaker please, so we can tape you. Get close by
hér.

17

18 MR. CARROLL: Okay. Yeah. I don't know how much we
#8nt to go into this right now. Some of the federal
80bsistence advisory committee members -- I've spoken at the
2ast couple of North Slope Borough -- or Fish & Game Management
2dmmittee meetings about developing a muskox management plan
£38r the North Slope. I mean we know we have a population down
24 the Point Hope, Cape Thompson area that's -- well, as of the
g8frveys we did this spring and summer, seems to be expanding.
RAd so, anyway, Jjust not go into too much but we'd like to form
d7group of cooperators which would include the North Slope
B8rough and Alaska Department of Fish & Game, whatever other
dPpropriate land managers there are and representatives from
Bhe villages of Point Hope, Point Lay and Kivalina and some of
Bhose villages that live in that area where the muskoxen are,
38d work towards coming up with a management plan which would

}8clude a, you know, hunt -- a legal hunt for the muskoxen in
BAat area that would -- you know, the number would be
détermined by how many muskoxen we find in the surveys and
Bbhings that we've been flying there. So -- I don't know. I'd
3Ust open it up to questions, I guess.

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you. Edward, did he answer
¢6ur question?

41

42 MR. E. HOPSON: Yeah. Thank you.

43

44 MR. CARROLL: Okay.

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

47

48 MR. UPICKSOUN: That issue, the notice that the Federal

88bsistence Board is composed of five departments and an
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dgriculture department, forest service, fish and wildlife.
Rkay. Our recommendations were all adopted except for the
Buskox issue. They modified that those -- we talked about it
At our last meeting. It was hard to come up with a consensus
that will satisfy everybody. But you'll notice that the
Bederal Subsistence Board modified issues of proposals on 86

dnd 87. They adopted our recommendations on all the other
Proposals except the muskox issue. So that issue will keep
@oming up.

10

11 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Geoff. Any other
Glestions on the summary of the interim chairman of the Federal
$3bsistence Board -- on that letter? If not, move on to 9(c).
1Barbara?

15

16 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Okay. That's just going to be a
§Hort report because that's when the federal board met on
t8considerations. Reconsiderations being that when there's a
héw proposal that is being made and sent into the federal
Bbard, and then all of a sudden anyone from -- like if there's

dhy proposals from the North Slope or Northwest Arctic or
38ward Peninsula that I'm coordinating, if anyone has any
gdestions or opposed to any proposal that is being made, they
g4 right back in and pull all these proposals out. And then at
Phis time there isn't any from the Arctic region. From the
Phree councils that I coordinated. There is one from like
8dutheast on goats or deer. And then there is one from the

R8gion 5 on moose. They are having a lot of disagreements on
PBeir animals down there, more so than you guys do up here.
¥06u guys are more unified up here and then -- that's what they

Bave a meeting for. Anything that comes up that they want to
32n Inupiat), write them and then they call for a meeting. And
BBen they meet on this and then they ask all kinds of little
Gdestions that you guys know internally and have lived it,
dhyway, up this way. And then -- but the federal people really
dén't understand you or they don't know us. And then so
dflything that comes up life with the muskox, they start
®#8ndering, well, do they really hunt it; do they really eat it,
3Ad all these other questions. Those things that they don't
kfiow, that they can't imagine themselves. They go out to see
4f this is really happening. And the state has more of an
dAsight of understanding you people because they live out here
#with you. They stay out here with you. But the federal board,
Aéw since this came about on Title VIII, they're trying to do
é%erything, anything that Title VIII tells them to do because
4bhey didn't want to fall aside and leave you guys on the side
Adre. But then they also have to learn to (In Inupiat), learn
48 be with you, and also learn to talk with you. That's the
4Bing. And so then when anything that comes up on any

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



32

pProposals that they have questions on or right away they want
2o have a meeting and understand why these proposals are being
8bjected to. And then that's why on this, also April meeting,
dany kind of proposals that you guys make right now, Fenton
Enows that he'll be there to be asked questions by the federal
board. And Fenton did real well in representing you last
gpring. And then we back each other up there. And then
®orking with Fenton has been Grayton Edward, the chair for the
Borth Slope. And then there's some from the Northwest Arctic
t6o, and then Seward Peninsula. And that's what that August
théeting was for, was reconsiderations on proposals.

12

13 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Barbara. That 9(d), I
think that was the type that was supposed to be the June 7th.
15

16 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Yes, it is. I realized that
dfter I .....

18

19 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. I didn't .....

20

21 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... had that copied, I'm sorry.

22

23 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... see that either. I was looking

P4r June 27th letter. But I think we'll cross that off.
25

26 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

27

28 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: It's supposed to be —-- supposed to
B& June 27th. (sic)

30

31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Supposed to be June 7 instead of 27.
32

33 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: I will entertain a motion for a
gdick five minute break here for this side of the table. Is

Bhat okay with the folks here? Five minute, 10 minute break?
Bhat time is it? I think our other guests are supposed to be
d¥riving here any time now.

38

39 COURT REPORTER: 10:35.

40

41 MR. UPICKSOUN: Mr. Chairman, I move we take a 10
m2nute break.

43

44 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Moved to have a 10 minute
Bbeak. All those in favor stand up.

46

47 (Off record)

48

49 (On record)
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1

2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: We'll just do a little bit of
Bousekeeping while we wait for the MMS folks. We want to try
dnd get done before lunch. Maybe we'll cut off at 11:30 to
give time for our new members and our new folks that are coming
6o check into the hotel before lunch and we'll reconvene
Possibly around 1:30. But I hear that the MMS folks are coming
8p the stairs, or up the elevator. But again, we will maybe
Bry to cut off about 11:30 and reconvene our meeting at 1:30.
10

11 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman-?

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

14

15 MR. C. BROWER: For your information I have six rooms

d%ailable and there is one room available now at Airport Inn.
Ofle left.

18

19 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Any other little housekeeping
mtters? Charlie?

21

22 MR. C. BROWER: Other -- we can have those folks that

28st come in introduce themselves so we know who they are.

24

25 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Let's see. We have some new
£61ks, Edward, here. Maybe we'll introduce them starting from
2He back here.

28

29 MS. PETERS: I'm Shannon Peters from the District
8fifice in Anchorage. I'm serving as a reporter for this
Béeting.

32

33 MR. KURTH: I'm Jim Kurth. I'm the manager of the
B#4ctic National Wildlife Refuge.

35

36 MS. REYNOLDS: I'm Patricia Reynolds, anthropologist
83r the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm Helen Armstrong and I'm an

dfithropologist for the Subsistence Office for the Fish &
Wildlife Service.

42

43 MR. BROCK: I'm Bob Brock with Minerals Management
8érvice in Anchorage.

45

46 MR. SIRES: I'm Beverly Sires. I'm with the Minerals
M3dnagement Service in Anchorage.

48

49 MR. NEWBERRY: I'm Tom Newberry. I'm an oceanographer
50
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%ith the Minerals Management Service in Anchorage.
2

3 MR. KOVACH: Steve Kovach. I'm a biologist with the
Bish & Wildlife in their subsistence office.

5

o CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right. Thank you, folks.

Rgain, on my left here is the Federal Regional Advisory Council
8or Region 10. And on my right is the North Slope Borough Fish
§ Game Committee. So this is our first joint meeting and
hbpefully we'll go a long ways with a unified position on
1%sues that pertain to the North Slope area.

12

13 At this time we have made accommodations, we're waiting
fér the Minerals Management Service update on the off shore
ifhdustries activities by Mr. Bob Brock. I'll turn that over to
M6. Brock.

17

18 MR. BROCK: All right.

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Mr. Brock, if you could go up to the
2énter table over there so that we can hear you.

22

23 MR. BROCK: Good morning. I'm really glad to be here

£Bis morning. And before I get started, I didn't have a chance
£26 ask how long on the program we had. I anticipated we'd take
g8émewhere in the neighborhood of 20 minutes to 30 minutes with
27 and then if you had questions that would be -- that would be
g8eat. But that's what we're planning for if that's okay.

29

30 My name is Bob Brock. I'm the regional supervisor for
B&asing and environment with the Minerals Management Service in
BAchorage. We're a part of the Department of Interior that
d8als in -- strictly in the off shore o0il and gas leasing
BZogram, if you're not familiar with us. With me is Beverly
Shres, who is going to help me out if you ask me any hard
GGestions. And Tom Newberry is also from our office and he's
Gding to be talking a little bit about the circulation patterns

®Ben I finish -- circulation patterns in the Arctic Ocean.
39
40 Last spring we were here and the -- at a meeting with

#he mayor. And he said that he was really striving to work
#dgether with us to make sure that we coordinated everything.
ABd what he was hoping for is that we would work things out in
ddvance and not end up in the court room as we proceed with --
whth our sales program. And nothing could be closer to our
#wénds too. And so this is just one of the many meetings that

W& plan to attend throughout the next couple of years to -- to
#héke sure that we have a good information exchange. And that's
68r main goal here, is to make sure that we -- that we do
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toordinate with the North Slope Borough and the people here in
2he North Slope Borough.

3

4 I've got four topics that I want to bring you up to
8ate on. Sale 144, which is our next proposed sale in the
Beaufort Sea. What we call the simultaneous sale with the
Russians. We have -- we'll be starting a new five year
program. And in the studies program we're doing some strategic
Blanning. So I'm going to kind of explain those four things.
10

11 As far as our program in the present, up through the

@édrly '90s we had about 1000 leases in the Arctic area. In
dB8her words, the Beaufort Sea and the Chukchi Sea. As of now
¥é're down to less than 80 leases in that same area. The
pbogram, they've -- the leases have been expired or
télinquished and there are no commercial developments at the
pZesent time.

18

19 Not only that but we have -- this year we had
dbsolutely no activities in the Arctic Ocean anywhere by any of
2he o0il companies and at the present time there are none
B2anned for next year. That doesn't mean that a company
23uldn't come in and request something. But at the present
24dme there are none planned for next year.

25

26 So let's start out with Sale 144, as our numbering
8Y¥stem, which is the next Beaufort Sea sale. We just announced
PBe area identification of the sale. And I apologize for not
BRa8ving a big map. But the -- we just announced it here about a
®8ek ago and we haven't got our big maps made yet. So I will
Pdss these around. And we have some more here, to make sure
8%erybody gets a copy.

33
34 At the present time, during our process, we've had a
3811 for nominations on Sale 144 and scoping meetings. So the

36 after the scoping meetings and the call for nominations 1is
3dmplete, we then announce an area identification. And what
BBat means is that the area on the map that you see, which is

39 it's kind of small print. The western edge is just about to
26int Barrow. The eastern edge is the Canadian line. And it
gdes off shore -- I don't know just exactly what that distance
48. Do you know?

43

44 MS. SIRES: I'm not sure.

45

46 MR. BROCK: But it goes off shore about -- less than
WhHat we had in the previous lease sales. I think it's
g8mewhere around 60 miles but I don't have that figure right
68f the top of my head. It -- now that's the only decision
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that's been made at this point in time, is that we will write a
draft environmental impact statement on that proposed area and
Bold public hearings. The draft environmental impact statement
will be published in about a year. The public hearings will be
dround next Thanksgiving, a year from this present
Bhanksgiving, give or take a few weeks. But we'll keep you
Well informed of when those public hearings are. But they
Bhould be in November or December of 1995.

9

10 If things proceed and we hold the sale, the sale itself
wduld be in probably early 1997.

12

13 Now, that brings us to the part of the public input

that we want to be sure and coordinate with everybody here on
the North Slope. And that is to keep not only you informed of
b6r progress, but to keep us informed of your concerns and how
%&'re proceeding with that. We haven't worked out the exact
détails of the plan but -- and that's one of the things that I
#%8uld hope that we will get from you as time goes on, as to
@what you would like to see.

21

22 For an example, down in the Cook Inlet area on Sale 149
@& have monthly meetings down in Homer and Kenai. And we --
d4d at each meeting we have a specific topic that we'll
Rbesent. For example, we'll talk about water quality. And
Phat will -- that will be the theme of that month's meeting.
Wé'll explain what we're doing in water quality. They will
28get -- and then we'll get feed back from the people that
d8tend the meeting as to what their concerns are dealing with
®lter quality. We'll do the same with commercial fishing and
$arious things like that.

32

33 So we're going to be presenting the mayor and the
Bésidents up here with a potential plan here in the near future
®#2th what kind of a program we would see. But off the top of
B¢ head I would think that we would probably be scheduling
BEetings up here in the Barrow area and the surrounding
$81lages, about once every other month. And we'd have a topic,
88r an example, one of the topics would probably be -- like
46day's topic is circulation patterns of the Arctic Ocean,
dhother topic probably will be the bowhead whale migration,
what we know about it, to explain to you and get your input on
4Bat. And various things 1like that.

44

45 We'll have different staff specialists that will be
d%ailable to come along, and actually those are the staff
8PPecialists that are writing the -- that portion of the EIS.
Afd so you can directly communicate with those individuals.
Afd we'll be scheduling those with not only here in Barrow but
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bver in Nuigsut, Kaktovik and Wainwright. And -- but as far as
£he exact schedule, we haven't got it worked out yet or the
Bopics. But we'll be doing that shortly with the residents.

4

5 Again, the -- if you have any ideas on either timing of
guch meetings, frequency of such meetings, or topics for such
Meetings, I would certainly like you to give me a call and give
Be that information or Ray Emerson, who is the EIS coordinator.
9And our telephone number is 271-6045 in Anchorage. And we do
h@ve an 800 number but I don't know what it is off the top of
th¥ head. Do we -- we will get you the 800 number. I
f@membered that halfway here. 6045 is my number and if you
t38n't get me you can talk to Ray Emerson or literally anybody
@dse in the office. Because I can't emphasize enough that what
¥&8're really interested in is your input into this program
bécause we want to make sure that we -- that we proceed with
¥3du being involved in our process. And that's our main
t8ncern.

19

20 Now I'll shift gears. I'll go through all four topics
adihd then I'll come back to anybody that has questions on any
part of it.

23

24 You probably heard of the simultaneous sale that we
R&ve proposed with the Russians. Why don't you put a map on
2é6ch table there and we'll -- this simultaneous sales is -- you

Réard, if you were involved at all, we had a Chukchi Sea sale
8 the schedule for this five year program. It was scheduled

£8r late '97. What we've done is the Russians came to us and
38ked us if we would -- if we would work with them on

déveloping a proposed process for their side of the -- of the
E2ne in Russia. We -- the vice president of the United States

38d I believe it was the vice prime minister, or whatever his

Bdtle is in Russia, entered into a memorandum of understanding
8&ying that we would work together on all future things in the
Bbhukchi Sea. And one of those would be looking at a potential

8imultaneous sale. Meaning that the sales would -- could take
PBace at the same time.

39

40 The role that the Minerals Management Service will play

dpon request of the Russians was that we will train the
Biissians in the process that we use. And the important thing
4Bere is what they wanted us -- what they wanted assistance on
wds looking at the environmental aspects and evaluation of the
éhvironmental concerns. They were interested in our public
dhput process and our geologic evaluation process.

47

48 Now at this point we had already completed the call for
A8minations for the previous Chukchi Sea sale. We stopped that
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pProcess based on the request from the Russians and we

Zeinitiated the process from the start.

Bave -- and the only thing that'

And that's the -- we
s been done so far on the -- on

#he simultaneous sale is we've issued what we call a request

for information and comment.
6ut to the oil and gas industry
gent copies all over to anybody
8ur program or anybody near the
@ompanies to respond if they're
10

11 And the area that we're
o that map in front of you.

This is just a general request

and to the various publics. We
that's ever been involved in
area. And we asked the oil

interested in such an area.

looking at is the area you see

It's —-- and you can see where the

idternational date line is up through the center to divide the

d#teas between the Russians and the U.S.

f6r from the companies is their

But what we're asking
interest in that entire area.

AfAd then we're also interested in comments from any of the

piblics,
tBere.

any of the villages,

the states,
This comment period closes in December.

whatever, around
Dependent upon

tBe interest and the response we get on that request for

289formation,
gtep.
ABminations and comments.
23
24

will determine whether or not we proceed the next
If we proceed with the next step that will be a call for

Now that -- the difference between that and the request

25 that the call is actually getting specific what areas are
A6ed and oil companies interested in having offered for lease

27 that area. And what are the
g8vironmental people,
dPea. The specifics.
Géneral.
31
32

from the villages,
Right now we're just talking about just
And that's the part that closes this December.

specific concerns from the
from whoever, in that

We will keep you informed as to the process and we will

38so keep you informed as to the responses that we get from

BBAat. And whether or not there'
Bhe next step.

B&1ld prior to probably sometime
38

s a decision to proceed with

If the process would continue through and we
®#6uld end up holding a simultaneous sale,

the sale would not be
in 1998.

39 Now, that brings me to the next topic which is the five
¥8ar program. And the reason I want to cover all three of
4hese i1is 'cause I don't -- I want you to -- there's going to be
43dme -- we're going to be up here quite frequently and we're

43ing to be talking about different programs over the next two

géars.

46hedule, is from 1992 to 1997.
W& held any sales after 1997 we

p8ogram approved by the president.
¥8ars to get that program approved.

The five year program will be started -- the present
£hve year program that we operate under,

the present five year
Congress requires that before
have to have a five year
That takes us about two
So this summer we're going
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to be starting the 1997 to 2002 program. We'll be going out
and asking for what you think should be on that program. And
Bhat's where this simultaneous sale will fit. It will fit in
#hat period of time. It won't be on this five year program, it
will be on the next five year program. But due to the fact
that we plan -- that it could take place as early as 1998, we
Have to do some of the pre-sale steps early on.

8

9 So -- but we'll be coming back this summer and next
$0mmer talking about the five year program. So you have --
there's three different things going on. The 144 sale process,
tBe simultaneous sale process, and the five year program.

TBose will be -- and we'll try to make sure we keep you
1dformed of which one you're commenting on but we'll be back up
dh various times talking about all three of those different

p6ocesses.

17

18 On the five year program there is an EIS and public
h8arings -- an environmental impact statement prepared and

ROblic hearings held. So we have the same general process for
2ach sale in the five year program.

22

23 Now I'm sure I've confused you. And I hope not but I
2BHink that that's -- if I have left anything out I will try to
£511 that in.

26

27 The only other thing I wanted to mention is that our

88udies program, for an example, our whale migration study
Bfogram, we're doing some tissue sampling on whales up here and
B8rious other studies. We're going to be going out for more of
dlpublic review of our studies plan than we have in the past.
B2 call this strategic planning. Good bureaucratic buzz word.
3But that's -- but what it amounts to is that we'll be
B#eparing a plan for the Beaufort Sea off shore studies program
dhd we'll be running that past you also. Probably in the --
wothin the next three to four months to give you -- to get your
RfAput as to what you think the research end arm of the Minerals
M&nagement Service, what we do in research, what that should
3f8clude.

40
41 So with that I'm going to shut up and open it up for
48y questions on what you might have. 'Cause like I say, our

#B3in purpose here is to get you informed of what we're doing
44d then get your feed back.

45

46 Sir, on the left?

47

48 MR. C. BROWER: I would question the recent block on

4Bis simultaneous leasing on the Chukchi Sea site, what's the
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intent on the Mineral Management to proceed even though there's
4 block for that stoppage right now? Wasn't there a block to
S8top the exploration on that simultaneous lease?

4

5 MR. BROCK: Well, there's a -- since we haven't come to
& decision point yet on the simultaneous sale, the -- we will
Zome to that as soon as we get comments on our existing request
8or information. Then we will come to that junction in the
Poad that says, are we going to stop or proceed? And it will
dépend upon the comments and expressions of interest. And like

Ilsay, that will be -- the comment period closes in -- I
b2lieve it's .....

13

14 MS. SIRES: December 8th, I think.

15

16 MR. BROCK: ..... December 8th -- anyway, early

D&cember. And we will be making that decision probably by the
38 January, February, somewhere in that period of time, whether
2 not we're going to proceed with the next step. If the

décision is to not proceed, we will let you know that. If the
décision is to proceed, we'll certainly let you know that. And
@2'11 got to the next step. But it's -- we do this a step at a

£3me. So at any where along the line it could be stopped.

24

25 MR. C. BROWER: I have one more question. I know with
RGssia just being opening up for businesses and stuff, and the
71 interested in proceeding some exploration here on the
Rfissian side and those folks being -- having a set back of 20
22 30 years. Any oil response teams, have those been looked
}fto for that process, this simultaneous lease sale?

31

32 MR. BROCK: You mean spill response? Is that what you
33 o0il spill response?

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

36

37 MR. BROCK: That -- of course we haven't covered that

$8t. Merely because we haven't gotten that far into the
PPocess. That is something that will definitely be developed
p@ior to an environmental -- or prior to a decision for sale
ahd essentially it would be developed prior to any leasing done
611t there. That will be something that we will cover in the
éi3vironmental impact statement.

44

45 MR. C. BROWER: I have one more.

46

47 MR. BROCK: Go ahead.

48

49 MR. C. BROWER: On lease sale 144. You didn't point
50
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dut far the lease sale was, I mean, from shore line. How far
2s it out?

3

4 MS. SIERS: 1It's just the shaded area.

5

6 MR. BROCK: The shaded area is what -- what is in the
drea identification.

8

9 MR. C. BROWER: All right. So that's what, three
hflles?

11

12 MR. BROCK: ©No. The three miles is between the shore
13ne and the start of the shaded area.

14

15 MR. C. BROWER: All right. Fine.

16

17 MR. BROCK: That's three miles.

18

19 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

20

21 MR. BROCK: And I -- like I say, I don't know exactly
@what the distance is but I would guess that that shaded area
g8es from about three miles to about 60 or 70 miles. I forgot
24 look that up.

25

26 Now, the federal government, which is who we work for,
Pily has jurisdictions from three miles seaward.

28

29 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

30

31 MR. BROCK: The state has the -- the program between
BHe shore line and out three miles. So we don't have anything
83 do with the first three miles.

34

35 I thought I saw another hand. Yes, sir?

36

37 MR. UPICKSOUN: The block sale 144 is covered by a five
$8ar plan already?

39

40 MR. BROCK: Right. 1It's in the present five year plan.
4In other words, the plan -- so if it's on schedule -- if it
82ays on schedule it will be held in early 1997 before this
#3ve year plan runs out. If the decision is to proceed with
44 .

45

46 MR. UPICKSOUN: And for instance, on the sale of 148

¢3du don't have a five year plan for that? You're planning on
hé8ybe a, what did you say, 1998 maybe?

49
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1 MR. BROCK: Right. That's -- see, it was on this five
Year program but we know we can't possibly get it as scheduled
Between now and 1997. So we're going to slip that into the
dext five year program. So it will be -- you'll be able to
Gomment on the simultaneous sale which is -- is the same as
£48. Both -- on the sale itself and on the five year plan. So
ZThere will be a little bit of a mixture there.

8

9 MR. UPICKSOUN: Okay. And you say it was on this five

¥8ar program. How can it be on this five year program when
there's so many questions we have about the proposed
$2multaneous lease sale?

13

14 MR. BROCK: Well .....

15

16 MR. UPICKSOUN: You know, you can't just jump in and
$%art leasing, you know.

18

19 MR. BROCK: No, that's right. And when we decided when
28 after the Russians -- see, the Chukchi Sea side of the sale

@was on this five year program. When the Russians asked for our
B2lp then we backed up and started over again and we're going
£8 slip it into the next five year program for comment. So
Y4u're right. We backed up and started again and we're going
26 put it in the next five year program and that approach. I
26st didn't want you to get -- I was trying to clarify.

Bécause we were up here once before on sale 148 and I was Jjust
28ying to clarify of where it sits now. And that's with the
29multaneous sale, that's the Chukchi.

30

31 MR. C. BROWER: What's this sale, 159, Lower Point Hope
82 -- looks like Kivalina or some where on there.

33

34 MR. BROCK: Okay. That was -- that, again, was a sale
Bhat was on this five year program. It's what we considered
Bbhe Point Hope sale, which is really the -- or the Hope Basin
d¥ea. And we hadn't started anything on that. So it's
F}fcluded in this simultaneous sale. But then again, it's -- so
3% it proceeds -- the simultaneous sale could proceed

40with .....

41

42 MR. C. BROWER: All of these right here?

43

44 MR. BROCK: ..... all of these or any part of them.

45

46 MR. C. BROWER: Oh, any part of these.

47

48 MR. BROCK: Or none of them. Or it could just stop.
B8t that -- we've never held a sale in the Hope Basin area,
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#%*hich is that lower chunk down here in this area here. That's
fhe brand new portion of this area. The rest of the sale area,
Bhere have been lease sales on the U.S. side -- two lease sales
én the U.S. side of that.

5

Q) MR. C. BROWER: Thank you.

7

8 MR. BROCK: Yes, sir.

9

10 MR. LONG.: Yeah. I have a question on the

$Imultaneous needs and 144 sale. You indicated that you would
b2 doing studies of migrating whales. Will these studies take
pRace during spring migration and the fall migration combined
¥4dth the spring migration that is on this simultaneous lease
$8le?

16

17 MR. BROCK: Well, at the present time, since 1979, I
b8lieve was the first year, we have been doing migration
$Budies. 1In fact, we've had a crew in Prudhoe Bay every fall.

2Bnd I don't know how familiar you are with that program.

Wé've been working it with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling
g2mmission. But every year since 1979 we have followed the
BRgration starting about the first of September, running
PAhrough October. We've had an airplane in the air every day
2hat we could see anything and we charted the migration. And
2his is the first year, by the way, that -- since this program
Rds started, that there have been absolutely no activities in
PBe Beaufort Sea. There had been no seismic -- no activities
£Pom the o0il and gas industry. I'm sorry. It's -- but there
B8ve been no activities from the o0il and gas industry in the
Béaufort Sea as far as our program is concerned. And so -- and
BHat's going to be important from the standpoint of how -- what
BBe migration looks like this year. But we plan -- as long as
®é can get a appropriations for it, we plan to continue that
Bbogram. And that is something that we could expand or
Bétract, or whatever. And that's one of the things we're doing
®#ith this -- what I refer to as our "strategic plan," is to see
®Bat kind of a study we need on the migration whale to
38ntinue, if this simultaneous sale does go forth. We had
planned to do some work with the Russians this year but we just

éduldn't get our act together in time to do it. So we're going
42 have to postpone that 'til next year.

43

44 MR. LONG: Um-hum. But these programs will be going on
#8gardless of conditions of open water or iced in
46ndiscernible - simultaneous talking)?

47

48 MR. BROCK: Well, like I say, we normally -- we

A8rmally start that on the first of September or the last week
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in August before the ice moves in. And then we continue them
2o about October 20th, or when the ice -- when we figure we've
S8een that last whale. Of course you never really know. But
when it ices up, or whatever, we -- and we usually get National
Harine Fishery Service to go along with us to -- and they will
bormally determine that the migration has been complete.

That's their responsibility, not ours.

8

9 All we're trying to do at this point in time is to
thart where those whales are and which direction they're going.
1And we have done some of those studies over here in the Barrow
d2ea and even east of here -- I'm sorry —-- west of here.
H3wever we have not done that in the last couple of years.
Wé've come about as far as Barrow and that's just about it. We
h&ven't gone west of Barrow. I'm under the assumption, and
loke I say, we're going to need a lot of input from other
p&ople besides me on this.

18

19 But I'm under the assumption that if this simultaneous
88le proceeds we will do some kind of whale monitoring in that
dtea too, although no plans have been formulated for that at
PRis time.

23

24 Sir?

25

26 MR. UPICKSOUN: Yeah. You say you work along with the

RJaska Eskimo Whaling Commission. And then is the National
M8rine Fisheries the only agency that determines whether or not
PBe whales are still moving or do you consult with Alaska
BBkimo Whaling Commission?

31

32 MR. BROCK: National Marine Fishery Service does that
g8ually. I mean we weren't with them. But they're the --
Ndtional Marine Fishery Service have the authority as far as
Bhe federal government is concerned, when to make that
détermination. They normally -- they always work with the
BJaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, and what not. But they're
BHe ones that, as we refer to it, call it. But we try our best
88 -- both in our program -- designing the program to start
wilth, we work with Burton Rexford (sic) very close in trying to
gét that up. And in fact, as we've invited him to go out on --
K& usually goes out with us a couple times during -- during the
whale migration to look with us and see what our program
éénsists of.

45

46 MR. C. BROWER: I have one question. You stated
#Here's no activity in the Beaufort Sea right now and there is
d8survey of where the migration is going -- is ongoing right
ABw?

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



45

1

2 MR. BROCK: Right. We have a plane over in Prudhoe
Bay. I don't think they flew today because of the ceiling.

But they're literally flying every day that they can. And they
will be up and through about the 20th of October.

6

7 MR. C. BROWER: Even though there's no activity in the
Beaufort Sea, there's some high water traffic or barges and
Stuff. 1Is those included in the study of spotting whales or
where they're at or just a migration route?

11

12 MR. BROCK: Well, they -- we fly -- we have the
B8aufort Sea divided up in squares .....

14

15 MR. C. BROWER: Right.

16

17 MR. BROCK: ..... if you will. And what we do is we
p&ck a block -- a square block every day that we can fly. And
%8 just criss-cross that block on a pattern. And we count all
Phe whales we see regardless of what traffic. It all the way
£rom the shore line out. So we include that. And the point I
@wds trying to make is there was no off shore -- off shore oil
4d8d gas permitted activities at this time. There is some other
détivities. And yes, those -- in other words, if we see a

“¥hale and see a barge at the same time we will record that and
Réke -- make note of that.

27

28 MR. C. BROWER: Thank you.

29

30 MR. BROCK: Okay. Well, I'll be around. We'll stick

dtound for a while after the meeting. But right now I'll turn
BHis over to Mr. Newberry.

33

34 MR. LONG: I have one more gquestion.

35

36 MR. BROCK: Yes, sir.

37

38 MR. LONG.: On this sale 44 (sic) along with your whale

B2gration studies, is there going to be activity such as
48ismic?

41

42 MR. BROCK: Undoubtedly prior to the sale that some
é8mpanies will run some seismic. Right now there aren't any
44t there now

45

46 MR. LONG: Right.

47

48 MR. BROCK: And right now we don't have any permits --
dPplication permits on the table. We will -- that's something
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that I -- that I heard quite a bit about, was a major concern
Ap here. And we certainly will be working with you when we get
d8n application to make sure that we don't create an undue
édontroversy there. And we'd definitely like your input on any

b5deas you might have so that the two -- the two functions can
work together, if possible.

7

8 MR. LONG: Yeah. The reason I'm asking all these
uestions, I'm in the center of all this?

10

11 MR. BROCK: You're what?

12

13 MR. LONG: I'm right in the center of your -- of your
44 -- your 144 lease sale.

15

16 MR. BROCK: Oh, your whaling area-?

17

18 MR. LONG: Right.

19

20 MR. BROCK: We'll probably get some more input from you
2hen before this is over. Right? Good.

22

23 MR. LONG: I guess you'll get more than an ear full.
24

25 MR. BROCK: That's what we're looking for. Any other
@6estions for me? Okay. Tom?

27

28 MR. NEWBURY: I'm going to put the overhead -- oh,
£Bank you -- up on the table 'cause I brought some overlays.

30m going to try to give you some information on .....

31

32 MR. BROCK: Tom? Just a moment. Beverly was just
8811ing me that she brought along some other information that I
Bérgot to mention. And that's that we do have the -- for an
8%ample, the request for interest on the -- that we put out on
Bbhe simultaneous sale with the questions we asked. We've got
3@me fact sheets that tell you about the process and some other
BBings like that. And Beverly will leave a stack of those over
B&8re on the edge of the table some place and that will give you
d40chance to review those, plus it has our address and telephone
Almber on there. And feel free to take them and -- and ask any
dilestions you might have, or call us and talk to us about it.
43

44 Go ahead, Tom.

45

46 MR. NEWBURY: I'm Tom Newbury. I'm going to talk about
pr¥obable trajectories, fate of pollutants that might come from
4He Russian side of a Chukchi Sea sale. The -- I'm going to

gPart with a list of concerns that Caleb Pegauie (ph) put
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together for a conference in Anchorage. The things that he
2hought were of particular concern.

3

4 The main one I'm going to address is this one. A major
Brude o0il spill in arctic waters. Again, one from the Chukchi
6ide rather than from the U.S. side. There have been lease

fales on the U.S. side out in this area. We know what the
8rajectories are. I think you probably know better than I do
fhe direction in which the ice moves. What I'm going to talk
about 1is this area over here, the amount of information we
have, the possible trajectories, the migration patterns of the
dflimals through that area. Again, with the migration patterns
¥3u'll know the information I think better than I will.

14

15 The next three overlays show the sources of the
iaformation that I'll be talking about. About a year and a
hdlf ago there was a large conference in Anchorage on arctic
t8ntaminants. Some of the information comes from that. The
h@xt one shows a cover page of some of our information,
Plansfer meetings of proceedings for meetings that we hold.
Rhd the third one is a conference that just took place in
Y2adivostok, Russia that I attended where Russians, as well as
PU3S. scientists presented information.

24

25 The next overlay. I've tried to lay out a sequence of
Réjor crude oil spill in the western part of the Chukchi Sea.
R3ain, that's what I was going to emphasize. Probable

£8ajectories both of contaminants in the ice, contaminants in
£Be water. And then I'm going to talk some about migrations of
Bhe animals through the western Chukchi, particularly your
8libsistence animals. Bowhead, the Beluga, walrus and polar
Bgar.

33

34 The next one. This is a buoy that was on ice. And the
Bbvement of ice is obvious to you. I don't need -- I really
8bouldn't have to go to buoy information. I mean you can
déscribe it. We have the same information over on the Russian
38de. The next transparency shows the -- this is Alaska, Point
B8rrow, Point Hope. You can see that the ice is all moving to
4He west. It's not difficult to get information on the
Bhbvement of ice. Satellites don't respect international
Bdundaries. They'll collect as much information over in the
Bssian area as they do in the U.S. area.

44

45 The next overlay shows a Russian model that was put
46gether of ice drift. To show you that they -- their model,
4fld it really is excellent. Partly because they do so much
gBipping along their north coast. This is Greenland in the
#w8del. Here's the Beaufort Sea. This is Alaska. And this
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tomes down into Hope Basin right here. Well, again, all the
frajectories are moving north -- are moving west across the
Bussian north slope. It's very unlikely that a contaminant in
#he ice would move toward the Alaskan coast line along here.
Fhis was put together, again, by two Russians.

6

7 The next figure shows that just the same way we collect
8ata from the Russian side, they collect data from our side.
9'm going to have you turn this around. This is Greenland
flght here. Keep rotating it. Greenland, the Arctic Islands,
jlist keep rotating it. Here's Alaska. Keep rotating it.
H2re's Alaska, Point Barrow, Point Hope. They have information
t3ght down into Kotzebue Sound. But at any rate, they've
thédeled the oceanographic currents. They've modeled the
hbvement of ice. And they get the same sort of trajectories
that we do.

17

18 The next figure shows the area over which we model the
t@rrents. Point Barrow, Point Hope. 1In order to project the
2irrents in the Chukchi Sea and on the North Slope, this is the
dtea for which a model is prepared. It extends into the
Rfissian side, the western Chukchi Sea. Just the same way it
d3es on the U.S. side. What I'm trying to bring out is that we
Rdve good data. The ice trajectories indicate that any
pb6llutants in the ice would move to the west, not toward the
Rtaskan coast line.

27

28 The next figure shows the water circulation. Here's
P8&int Barrow, Point Hope. Water moving up to the Bering Strait
3fid along this coast line. But in the western Chukchi side
Bhere's a current that comes down here along the coast and then
Bdves off to the northwest.

33

34 The next figure. Probable trajectories of ice, of
water. My conclusion is an o0il spill from the western Chukchi
8gploration site will probably drift westward away from the
BTaska coast. Even though pollutants would drift to the west,
38 the animals that you harvest for subsistence migrate through
BRe area, they could possibly bring contaminants. In other
wOrds, even though the contaminant might not come to the Alaska
édbast, the animals that you harvest could possibly be effected
B contaminants.

43

44 So I'm going to go through some of their migration
patterns, especially in the western Chukchi Sea. The bowhead
whale, the Beluga, the walrus, the polar bear. This again is
¥dry obvious to you. It's the bowhead whale. 1It's the
§8ghtings that Bob Brock was talking about. But -- I mean you

¥fow this is fall. You know where they go and they come by
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here and they move down the coast but then they move out across
£he Chukchi Sea. They don't go down as far as Point Lay. This
3s where the areas where there was exploration, oh, two, three
¥ears ago out in the Chukchi Sea.

5
6 The next figure shows the general area where they go.
Here's Point Barrow and Point Lay, Point Hope. If they move

8ut across the Chukchi Sea, over to the Chukchi coast line,
fhere's a question mark out here. Because that data is not --
there isn't as much data for this migration as there is for the
dtea along this coast. Tom Albert and I think Warren Metumeak,
i@ fact were just over on the Chukchi Sea coast line trying to
&8t help from Chukota (ph) Natives, sighting bowhead whales and
@lédcumenting when it is that bowheads first appear against that
tbast line, how long they stay there, whether they feed. All
®6 that would influence the likelihood of animals being
@¥fected by a spill in this area. Again, even if the spill
@i8esn't come over here, if the animals migrate through that
dPea, they could possibly be effected by it.

20

21 The next overlay. We have the same sort of information
£3dr Beluga. Their sightings, moving out across the Chukchi
38a. The next overlay shows we again don't have good
2A4formation or their movement along that Chukota coast line.
Zhe Russian Chukchi Sea coast line. This is information from
¥6ungblood. As autumn progresses, sightings shift toward the
Béring Strait. Little is known about the migration route from
£Be packed ice edge of the Chukchi Sea to the Bering Sea. In
@Bher words, how fast they move down that Chukchi Sea coast
Bine, how much they feed. I made a note to myself here again,
B&cause Tom Albert and Warren Metumeak were just over in Russia
32think trying to get the residents, the natives over there to
B&8lp document that information.

34

35 The next transparency. This is the movement of polar
Béar. Again it's very obvious to you, this was a tagged one.
¥3u don't need to see the results of a tag to know where polar

B8ars move. Much of the movement is east/west. This one
B8ppens to be tagged over by -- over by Prudhoe. But they move
é8st/west out in this area also.

41

42 The next overlay shows the distribution of polar bears
A8ar the ice edge. This represents the ice edge and this ice

édge moves up into the Chukchi Sea. The polar bears stay north
45 it moving east and west across the Chukchi as well as north
dbd south up and down the Chukchi Sea. That means that if
#llere was a contaminant over there that they would probably --
I8shouldn't say probably be effected, but they would be in the
dPea. Whales -- I mean in this case it's polar bears that
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#ould be over on the Alaska coast line.

2
3 The next overlay. The same sort of information for
walrus. This is the distribution of walrus. I don't have a

5pecific thing on the migration patterns of walrus within this
érea.

7

8 The last transparency. These animals, the polar bear,
fhe walrus, the Beluga, the bowhead, are moving through those
dfleas. It means if there was a contaminant there that they

tduld possibly come in contact with it. Well, NOAH, the
National Oceanographic Atmospheric Agency runs a monitoring
pBogram looking at the tissue of subsistence animals to see if
they have picked up contaminant. They could be contaminants
é%en that come from the Bering Sea. This is just a
pb6esentation that describes the program. And the next overlay
$Hows the results of -- this is a paper that was presented by a
f8llow named Javit Hameti (ph), who you may be aware of, about
tPansporting contaminants in the Chukchi Sea. And he's
pOinting out that there was a small fraction of chlorinated

B¥drocarbon -- that's something that's used in a pesticide, was
£3und in Beluga whales. Well, that doesn't come from o0il and
gd8s activity. That comes from agriculture work. I put it up

BRére to show that a contaminant really anywhere, if that animal
2bmes in contact with a contaminant anywhere in its migration
péth, it's the same animal that you harvest here. And there's
?2@ason to worry about that.

28

29 The next overlay. My general conclusion then about the
dfiimal migrations through the western Chukchi Sea is that
8ilibsistence animals could be effected by contaminants anywhere
32ong their migration route.

33
34 I'm going to stop for a minute there and ask if there
dbe any questions. I have some information on radio isotopes

3hd radioactive contaminants that are in the Russian North.
Brid I'll be glad to talk about that. But first I'd like to
dfiswer any questions you have about the oil and gas
R8formation.

40

41 MR. C. BROWER: I have one. How effective or
g¥nchronized are those water currents moving from east to west
68 the continuous basis? Is that what is figured out now by
4le study of satellite work or is a buoy actually attached to
#he ice flow and stuff?

46

47 MR. NEWBURY: Yes. The time it takes -- that's ice
w8tion. I should know how long it takes an ice flow to make a
é8mplete gyre there. There were some ice islands that -- on
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which they put camps. Both the United States and Russia has
done that. And they sit out there for a period of years going
dround in that gyre. Meaning it takes a period of years to
éomplete that gyre. So it's not a rapid thing. It's not
5omething that's spilled here that it would come back around in
& period of a month or two months or even a winter, that sort
3f thing.

8

9 MR. C. BROWER: Well, I have spent some time on the ice
$fations up there by the .....

11

12 MR. NEWBURY: Yeah. Well, you can answer your question
tBen.

14

15 MR. C. BROWER: But I'm just wondering, with that
tétation going around and most of the contaminants are coming
fr¥om the far east on the Russian side and as far as Siberia
WwBere there is a lot of activity of contaminants being poured
tBrough the river and being collected by the ocean current and
dfitaching to the ice, would that portion of the contaminants be
RBéavier when it reached Alaska waters as it makes its rotation
dzound, or does it decline to a less part?

23
24 MR NEWBURY: It would probably effect the north
Rtlantic the most. And I can show you some -- Doctor Weeks, at

£he University of Alaska, looked at that specifically. Was it
27kely that radioactivity that has been dumped along the coast
28ne here, is it likely to effect the United States coast line?
2Bnd he came to the conclusion that it was going to effect the
B86rth Atlantic. And that -- there's a lot of ice that moves
31t through the pass between Greenland and Spitzbergen (ph) .
BHat doesn't mean we wouldn't be effected by it. But we would
B8 effected. At the same time, many, many people in the
Aérthern hemisphere would be effected by it. It would be
géneral. It wouldn't be specific.

36

37 Any other questions?

38

39 MR. C. BROWER: I think we got a lot of gquestions. But

w8 have some traveling to do to take some people out for lunch
dhd stuff. 1Is it appropriate to take a break right now and
é2me back? Or are you guys in a rush to take off this
dBternoon?

44

45 MR. NEWBURY: I'm not in a rush. At 2:00 o'clock .....
46

47 MR. BROCK: No, we —-- we can spend time. We're here at
¢8ur disposal. They —-- Bev and Tom have to catch a 2:45 flight
40 Wainwright.
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MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. We're due back at 1:30.
MR. NEWBURY: I think that's all right for us.

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Any questions?

OJoyurdbd WN

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Yeah. 1I'm wondering if there's
8ny preliminary information on the likelihood that there is
tbmmercial (indiscerable) quantities of oil on the Russian side
1h the Chukchi Sea?

12

13 MR. NEWBURY: If there is I don't know about it. I can
té1l1l you what I do know though. Is that the -- three years ago
d5company applied to us for geophysical work in the area out
hére and they had permission -- it was Western Geophysical.
THey had information to continue that seismic work on to the
Rfissian side. But I have no idea what they -- what they found.

1% just know that there has been seismic work done on that side
@l the border. On the U.S. side I think there were five
%ploration sites. There were discoveries but they were not
238rge enough to be economic. And there were more prospects
2Bat were bid upon but they didn't go on and explore them.
R4ain, I don't know what the geology is like over on the
Rissian side. Whether it's the same as this or whether there

d6e different structures. I just don't know.

27

28 The exploration that's occurred in Russian waters has
2%1 been down in the Bering Sea or way west on the arctic coast
Fflne. I don't know of any exploration in this area.

31

32 MR. BROCK: We should get some kind of indication of

BBat with this request for interest, at least what the
8émpanies think about that.

35
36 MR. NEWBURY: I appreciate the chance to talk with you.
2711 be glad to -- at 1:30, to talk some about the information

BBHat I have on the radioactive pollution in the Russian arctic.
39

40 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Any questions from the
éduncil members? If not, I'll ask that we entertain a motion
42 recess until 1:30.

43

44 MR. LONG: So moved.

45

46 MR. UPICKSON: Second it.

47

48 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Seconded. All those in favor,
49gnify by rising.
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(Off record)

(On record)

U W

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Call the meeting back to order.

Good afternoon and welcome back everybody. Let's see. We

8 were -- this is in the closing section of the MMS and I'm
§lad you guys came up and gave us an opportunity to find out
¥hat's going on off shore wise. And I'll turn it back to you.
1T think we were -- Charlie, did you have something?

12

13 MR. C. BROWER: ©No, no. I don't.

14

15 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Questions? Okay.

16

17 MR. NEWBURY: I wanted to say a little something about
tBe information that I have on radioactive contamination that's
b&en dumped by Russia. The sources of this information is the
g88me as the previous. It was the conference I went to in
Yladivostok and a conference in Anchorage about a year and a
Ralf ago.

23

24 There's a couple of dump sites in the northern Bering.
25n the Pacific. This is Camp Chatka, the Bering Straits would
Bé up here. Siabakus(ph). There's a dump site there. And a
dimp site out here. Vladivostok would be down here. As far as
28know there's no leakage from these. Other countries have off
8Bore dump sites. It's now outlawed. The main sources -- the
#88xt one -- the main sources of the contamination have been the
Blvers flowing out to the Arctic Ocean. This is a newspaper
d2ticle. It came from the National Geographic Society. The
B&8na River, the Yenasi (ph), the Olde(ph). There's nuclear
Béprocessing sites up those rivers. And they just haven't been
8perated very cleanly so that there is sediment moving down
Bhose rivers and now they've found large banks, sand bars of
3&diment that are slightly radicactive. Over in the part --
BBe eastern part of Siberia it mentions mining blasts.

39

40 The next figure shows -- oh, I'm sorry. This next one
ghows the main place in the Arctic Ocean itself where there is
é2dntamination. This is the western part. Let me flip back to
4Bat previous one. Here's Novyisemya (ph). Much of the
péllution, the debris -- radiocactive debris that's been
dhscharged was discharged right around that island. That's the
46land. There's many sites near that island where reactors
Adve been dumped. O0Old submarine reactors. Reactors out of an
48e breaker. They are leaking. There is radiocactive
é8ntamination in this area. Very low level. They basically
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$ealed the reactors. I mean I say they dumped them. I think
dctually they put them there trying to store them. They sealed

Bhem in a plastic -- something like latex that they just put
dround the reactors. They were sunk on barges in the bottom.
Bt any rate, there's a lot of concern about those. Some of

them have fuel rods in them. This again is a very low level
Waste dump site where they would just dump clothing and things
8ike that that had been contaminated.

9

10 The Office of Naval Research has funded a lot of
ttuises in this area trying to pinpoint these things, trying to
f2gure out whether or not they're leaking.

13

14 The next figure shows a river in the -- and again, this
15 the Bering Straits and this is eastern Siberia. It shows
dhother river which, according to this publication -- this

dFdain was a newspaper article that was contaminated. Possibly
18 was contaminated the same way the Lena River was
téntaminated, by mining blasts. I have no data on how much
gbntamination there in that river. I assume that relatively
20w level compared to those sites in the western Arctic near
R@vyisemya where there are reactors on the bottom.

23

24 The next shows the main rivers where contamination is
2bming out with the sediments. The 0Olde, the Yenasi, the Lena.
2Bhese are again areas where there's nuclear reprocessing
£3dcilities farther up river. They just haven't been operated
28eanly. And the sediment has become contaminated and it's
B8ved out into these deltas.

30

31 The next figure. These numbers, by the way, are --
BRat's the discharge of fresh water. That's not a measure of
BBe radioactivity.

34

35 This is a paper that was given at the conference I was
36 a couple of weeks ago. Those are very impressive people.

Brid if you ever have a chance to bring people up to talk with
$8u more about the radioactive contamination, this fellow
38hamp (ph) 1is excellent. He's in Texas. They gave a report on
#heir preliminary results and this is where they say in the
ddbwer region, the Yenasi River, a large depositional =zone,
#Beaning a sand bar of contaminated bottom sediments, was found

#3 contain five to 10 times the background level. This 1is of
@ésium(ph) . It's —— it's not likely, I think, to move to the
éast.

46

477 The next overlay. It's most likely to move to the west
B8cause of the circulation, the movement of ice. I think in

4Be next overlay is an abstract of a paper by a person at the
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University of Alaska-Fairbanks, Doctor Weeks -- Willie Weeks.
He looked at the drift of ice and came to the conclusion, "I
Believe it can be concluded that chances are extremely slight
#hat hazardous material would be transported by the ice cover
bfrom these regions to the coast of Alaska or the Bering Sea.
tt's most likely to come out into the Bering Sea, Greenland
Jea, and the North Atlantic." 1It's, in that sense, going to
Become a world wide source of contamination that effects all of
is. Very much like the atmospheric testing. Very low level,
blckground levels that just spread everywhere.

11

12 The next figure shows the contamination that was
d3stributed around the world by the nuclear testing. The
dfmospheric testing back in the '60s. This is for New York.
This is Cesium. And I don't know what element that is. At any

téte it peaked -- and it would have effected the animals and
tHe people up here also. In fact, it's this same peak in
m8tural -- I shouldn't call it natural. The same peak and
b8ckground radicactivity that's -- that Don Schill (ph) uses for
88udying the growth rate of bowhead whales.

21

22 The next transparency shows -- this is that figure
8Bowing years with the radiocactivity coming from the atmosphere
a4d a large increase in the early '60s. This is bowhead whale

B&leen, samples of it. This is just the yearly growth cycle.
BG6t this is the ratio of radioactive carbon in the baleen. And
2% since has became a marker that he's used to determine how
38d are bowhead whales. When did that marker first appear? Is
28 one-third of the way along the baleen? Is it two-thirds of
Bhe way along the baleen? Well, at any rate I mention this to
83y that that contamination is very likely to spread quite
®2dely and have the same sort of effect. Just be picked up by
d8imals in general.

34

35 The next one -- that sounds kind of grim. I wanted to
86d on a better note than that. There has been -- there was a
Bdndon -- something called a London Convention which said
d8untries should not discharge radioactive material on the sea
B&ttom. But it was -- it wasn't binding. It was a

#8commendation. Well, this article indicates that it just
B&came binding. The one problem is that all of the countries

d42dn't sign it. I've lost it -- here's the London Convention.
4Bt any rate, Russia i1s not one of the countries that signed
44. Oh, here. Russia, Britain, France, China, and Belgium has

dbstained from the vote. But I think that there's going to be
g6fficient international pressure so that they won't work
4dainst that.

48

49 Any questions? The other stuff I have is -- it's fine.
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1T appreciated the chance to talk about that.

2

3 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah, I do have one. The contaminants
#hat build up on the sand bar, they might be quite heavy on
Gontaminants for radiation or whatever and also with the
6urrent going from west to east, all around the arctic, does
Zhat sand bar, if it gets lifted off, how far does it travel
8rom one end to another before it settled again, and on and on?

Bike 40 mile strips on a storm maybe? Or -- on a real stormy
d8y with current .....

11

12 MR. NEWBURY: During the talk he said that there wasn't

a8y evidence that there had been a big discharge of water from
the river that washed a lot of that material out. But that
that could happen. For example, if there was a large -- an
hhusually high precipitation in say a 50 year, 100 year storm,
tHat it would flush that material out in the Arctic Ocean and
tBat's what then would drift westward toward the Bering Sea and
tBe north Atlantic.

20

21 MR. C. BROWER: And in some case, like they might have
d2September storm, October storm yearly where that thing has
g8ttled in. And year by year after each storm the silt travels
@wdth the current and keeps moving from one end to another.

25

26 MR. NEWBURY: Again, I don't think that there is --
PHat it's contaminated the area or the Arctic Ocean water that
B8dly. There's a nuclear reactor in England that's pretty

8%0ppy. And it -- in its affluent there is radioactive
plrticles. They can detect those radioactive particles all the
®ay up by Greenland -- by Norway. And because they can detect

BHose it means that the level of radioactivity coming from the
BBctic is not that high yet.

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: One more. It concerns the ecosystem
3dhd the plankton, anthropoids, popapods (ph), whatever. Would
BHem rotating with the current and making -- does it collect so

Bfch contaminate for the species of seal, fish,
39ndiscernible), and you know, builds up to a point?

40

41 MR. NEWBURY: I think a lot of people will be looking
£3r that. I mentioned that the Office of Naval Research has
B8en funding a lot of research to detect is any of that
#4dicactive contamination coming over in animals, in birds, and
whatever. And I don't think anybody has found signs of it yet.
4% certainly hope that there is enough concern about it that
4He Office of Naval Research goes on funding that. I don't
4Bink that what you were saying, will they take it up and come
dPound? I don't think that's very likely. Well, I shouldn't
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$ay it's not very likely. 1It'll happen over a long period of
Pime. Just like the spread of the radioactivity from the
dtmospheric testing eventually spread all the way around the
Adorthern hemisphere.

5

6 MR. C. BROWER: Well, you know, we just recently found
dut that all the contaminates that are being poured into the
8iver and draining to the Arctic Ocean, has been going for all
Bhese years. And from that point of time 'til recently when
they started realizing that the Russians had been dumping those
tddiocactive, that might have been what, a 50, 60 year span. We
dén't know. But that's the concern I have.

13

14 MR NEWBURY: Yeah.

15

16 MR. C. BROWER: That portion might have traveled up to
tHe Arctic Ocean up to where we are by now.

18

19 MR NEWBURY: Again, when they run cruises and sampled

P2he water off the Arctic coast, the levels haven't been that
BRigh. The background level is really quite low. Lower than
PRe water coming from England, coming in the north Atlantic
28rrent. And I think that there's good plans here to keep --
26 adjust for what's happened. They -- at the sloppy nuclear
28processing plants and places the -- the cooling water is
Béhind earthen dikes. And I think there's very definite plans
2@ reinforce those things so that they, in an earthquake, don't
g8ve way with a lot of radicactive contamination going out the
29vers.

30

31 MR. C. BROWER: All right. One more gquestion. The
B2luga that we harvest in Kotzebue Sound, you say that they
f3und some HCH and .....

34

35 MR. NEWBURY: It's a pesticide. Yeah.

36

37 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. And that stock is taken either

B§% people from Point Lay and Point Hope. And have they
Balized where the source is coming from? I'm not for sure

get.

41

42 MR. NEWBURY: I don't think -- it's DDT. And DDT was
d48ed all around the world for a long time. It's now outlawed

44 the United States. I don't know whether it's outlawed in
Boissia. But it too was spread all over the oceans. And the
dbimal doesn't pick it up in just one spot. It's -- it's high
61 the food chain. And that's part of the reason it probably
48 picks it up. Bowhead feeds very low on the food web on
pRankton whereas Belugas are eating fish. Like the polar bear,
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they can concentrate a lot more of those elements.

2

3 MR. C. BROWER: So in that finding, what is the
percentage of Beluga to be eaten by people to be long ranged
for pollution?

6

7 MR. NEWBURY: I think it's extremely low level right
flow. Meaning it takes very sophisticated equipment to detect
Bhe radiocactivity in a piece of baleen or the -- or the
tBlorinated hydrocarbons in Beluga. I think the -- the sources
®f -- the subsistence foods are probably far better than what
%@ get out of the grocery store.

13

14 MR. C. BROWER: All right. Thank you.

15

16 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: (Indiscernible) contamination in
tHe Bay, do you have any data on Beluga, walrus or -- for
ifistance, the polar bear?

19

20 MR. NEWBURY: I don't.

21

22 UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: New data as compared to baleen
2Bat came from the bowhead?

24

25 MR. NEWBURY: I don't. I think the groups will start

£26 measure the radiocactivity. Or they'll look at the tissue to
8&e if there's radiocactivity in it. Don Schill looked at
28dioactivity in baleen, not because he though it was
26ntaminated but because he was trying to use it as a means of
détermining the growth rate. It's extremely low level. It's
Bhe kind of radiocactivity your body would show if you got a
d2ntal x-ray. That sort of thing. It's very low level. I --
d83Gain, I don't know of any measurements of radioactivity in
Béwhead meat. I know they're looked at other things. At heavy
B&tals, that sort of thing, like magnesium and potassium. But
A6t radioactivity.

37

38 MR. UPICKSOUN: But that -- where he got the bowheads
38 that area, that was contaminated or were they -- someone
élse -- where did he get this data on this low level

ébntaminated baleen that you're talking about? Was it caught
4Here in that area? Were they feeding on plankton over there?
4Bow did he get his data?

44

45 MR. NEWBURY: I think he just measured baleen that he
46t up here. The bowhead does not extend that far west in the
Béaufort. It moves down into the Bering Sea. And they got it
4He same place I got it. Meaning it's in the atmosphere. It
é8me from the atmosphere testing. And the people in New York
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dot it. It was a bad period, in a sense, in our -- in our
military testing. We eventually stopped atmospheric testing
dnd I think Russia has now. All countries have stopped
Atmospheric testing. But again, I don't think it came from a
5pecific river or delta. It spread through the -- in the
étmosphere in the northern hemisphere and spread all the way
dround the earth.

8

9 I appreciate the chance to talk with you about that.
10

11 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

12

13 MR. BROCK: Just wanted to make one closing comment.

AAd that's that we're going to leave these handouts here.
Ybu're welcome to help yourself to them. We'll just leave them
dhd they're on various phases of the program. That 800 number
tHat I told you we had, we ran it down. It's 800-764-2627.

ABd it's got a recorder on it so you'll probably get a call
b8ck most of the time on that if you use that number. But you
28n call toll free to our office and we'll get you a call back
4% soon as we get a hold of it. But we'll leave those
Radndouts. And thank you very much for having us up.

23

24 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: And we thank you Bob and your
fhiends there. And we wish you a safe trip to Wainwright and
£he other villages to pass this information out to. So thanks
diice again for your time.

28

29 MR. BROCK: Thank you.

30

31 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. That brings us down to Item
2 (a), Council Information Exchange. Charlie, I'll need some
B8lp with this.

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: How?

36

37 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: I'm slow here this afternoon,
GRarlie.

39

40 MR. C. BROWER: No problem.

41

42 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Council (In Inupiat).

43

44 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. That's just like concerns --
¥5llage concerns and stuff.

46

477 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. All right. At this time

w8'll hear from each of our seats, our representatives from
é8ch village to see if you have any concerns regarding issues
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#%#ithin our region. You know, hunting or any concerns. Maybe
2'11 start with Wainwright.

3

4 MR. AGUVLUK: I'm chairman from Wainwright. Our
Baribou, we got more small caribous coming in. About six to
600 herd. The polar bear -- some polar bears coming in. They
Just got a polar bear about a couple days ago.

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, William. Jake.
10

11 MR. KIGNAK: At the present we got no problem on those

tdribous. We do have fishing, if somebody want to go fishing
fBee. Only you have to pay your plane fair, that's all.

14

15 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. Fishing time. Okay. Elijah?
16

17 MR. ATTUNGANA: Yeah. We have some caribou this
$fmmer. August. There was some coming in from south. And
t9ght now they're still gainful. But there's not as many as
86me -- very few but they're still getting some -- some
RBliinters. Some are good caribou -- bad ones. Some got -- got a
Plss on them, I guess what they have. Very few. And also the
£3shing is -- it's kind of poor. You know, we got fishing
g¢ery fall time up the river and I never get fish and some get
¥8ry few. Trout -- we used to get trout and grayling. And I
2hink there's too many land otters that come into our river.
23u know, there used to be very few. Long time. You know,
2Bey show up once in a while. But I think right now that land
d8ters coming to Point Hope and eating all that fish or scaring
Bhe fishes. That's the problem. I think that's the problem we
Bave.

32

33 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Leonard Tukle from Nuigsut.

34

35 MR. TUKLE: From Nuigsut, caribou hunting season has
Béen good this summer except for the bulls. The bulls were
Pr¥etty much skinny and when I went out boating we spotted a few
B&1lls that were caught but they left -- they left the upper
parts (In Inupiat). But they keep taking the -- the meaty

plrts. And these bulls were pretty much green, like some
#btted color, or something. And the rest of the caribous were
43od. They were fat too. Fishing was good. Other than that
48d everybody is going fishing. And only thing, relating to
Edktovik for sending some muktuk over and I think Geoff for
#his year's whaling. From the Village of Nuigsut, I think
#bhat's about it.

47

48 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Leonard. John,
B&rrow?
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1
2 MR. MILLER: Okay. Caribou is a lot better this year,
3t seems, than last year. There were some around this summer.

4Some that seemed to be sick. I don't hear too much about that
Bhis last month or so. A lot of fish. Good for fishing. A
fot of good fish around. And hunting's pretty good especially

#with the snow now, 1t was hard before. That's about it.

8

9 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, John.

10

11 MR. KIGNAK: (In Inupiat).

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Geoff, Jake was saying .....

14

15 MR. KIGNAK: (In Inupiat) I just heard it on
léndiscernable) a couple of weeks ago.

17

18 MR. CARROLL: Okay. 1I'll try to get a hold of you.
19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Harry?

21

22 MR. H. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

23

24 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Any issues regarding issues around
Barrow?

26

277 MR. H. BROWER: I haven't really read the proposal

B8ckage or anything. So I don't have anything right off. 1I'd
R8ve to read the package and I'll get back with you later on,
$6u know.

31

32 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: I think our time line, Barbara, or
88meone, may enlighten us, there's another meeting in April or
®wé have another meeting in February?

35
36 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. From February. And we will
discuss what dates you guys would like to meet. It can be

3&nuary 29th 'til March. And you guys pick the date that you
glys want to meet on the proposal.

40

41 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Gordon? Good afternoon.

42

43 MR. UPICKSOUN: Good afternoon. You mentioned land
d8ters. Last year we had a bunch of them up where we normally
were fishing. When there are land otters around it's hard
46ying to (indiscernible). I don't know their season why they

#émotely come by every once in a while, but when they're around
#Bere's no fish like we had. We had that problem last year.
¢8ribou, the first part of the year we got some real bad ones.
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1They were gone all summer towards the end of August when they
2ame back. They were all good. We know that the herd is real
Big now. Maybe that has something to do with it. It increased
4ike 500,000 that we got up there now supposedly. That may
have something to do with that. Pretty interesting the Muskox
fssue how we finally resolved, you know, you have so many
dllocated in your area where other people come in and hunt them
8nd then (Indiscernible - paper rattling) available for the
People here in the (indiscernable - paper rattling). And we'll
bé& getting ready for polar bear. Once again the problem with
the polar bears are the same as here. We got the same problem
a2 home. Watching out for the safety of our children. We'll
b& starting the polar bear watch as part of the community

I4ndiscernible). Other than that I'm looking forward to going
fhshing, where I belong.

16

17 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Gordon. Frank,

I8know you're fairly new and I want to welcome you as being
dPpointed by Secretary Babbitt and those involved in getting
%06u appointed. So I want to wish you good luck here during the
féxt three years. I know this is your first meeting. What we
génerally try to do from each village is hear any concerns
28garding issues on subsistence or hunting regulations or --
PAis council, Federal Subsistence Council, hears from the
¥hllages. So 1if there are concerns or we want to make changes
26 regulations, this would be where we could get assistance
£¥om this council to ratify a proposal that the village wants.

2Bnd that -- that is reason why we want to try and hear from
868me of the villages. Maybe we could try and fit regulations
3d rules -- hunting rules to fit our way, our customary and
Btraditional. So have you any concerns, or anything, regarding
f28deral lands in Nuigsut?

33

34 MR. LONG: Okay. I can comment on that. Observing
®#2ldlife in our area is part of our (indiscernible). We know a
Fottle bit better about the animals that we (In Inupiat). We

B3dve to know the condition of our wildlife in a specific area.
380 observing caribou this summer, and hunting the way we do,
@8ribou is in very poor condition. I don't know what makes it
HBve puss that turns green and stuff like that. But out of
thaybe 20 to 50 there would be, at least, one caribou that would
A3dve puss, meat is green and where we get them, you know, is --
diybody can hunt another animal. Hunting was very good but
f4dshing was always kind of poor because this summer we had a
BAhgh tide in the river of nine feet. The river all over the
place. And that -- and I'll thank you for accepting me as your
éduncil member. TI'll do my best to try to work with you all.
Afd I've been expecting this for some time and I'm proud to
A8ar that when Fenton called me that I was a member of this
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touncil. And I've been trying to get into something like this
for some time to help our people understand what's going on
with wildlife and federal lands and not only federal lands,
éther agencies too. And thank you for welcoming me aboard.

5

o CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right. Thank you, Frank. Jakie
is also one of our new members and he's fairly new to what
®e're trying to accomplish in our Federal Subsistence Council.
9And also through the North Slope Borough Fish & Game
COmmittee. I want to emphasize being involved early on before
Feéderal Subsistence Board was formed I wanted to make the other
¥21lages know that through the system you can make changes to
¥38ur -- to our hunting rules and regulations. And I want to
hde muskoxen as an example. I know muskoxen is our regional
15sue and we'll be getting into this later on. And through
this forum of our council we have opportunities to write our
oWn proposal. Any person can write or suggest changes to the
tles and regulations of the Federal Subsistence Board which
tBey -- they adopt or they issue and those present federal
80bsistence regulations, I want to make you folks aware they
8imply adopted the state hunting regulations. And other
?22gions realized that the state hunting regulations do not fit
8r customary and traditional way that we hunt. Their season
24 not our season. You know, they have different hunting
86asons that they open up. And those state regulations were
R6imarily tailored to the sports hunting. So I know it's going
2@ be a tough road ahead. But as to designated hunter issue
PBat we're going to be dealing with, Designated Hunter Task
FOrce will show another example of cooperation and work with
Bhe various federal agencies and state agencies and the
Bégions, will prove successful if we hear from the villages
32ke Point Hope, Wainwright. And that cause it to fit our way
38d style of gathering our subsistence food. That will fit to
34. That's my goal that I want to see as this council, to end
gp making our -- maybe under local management, we can go that
®éy. So, Jakie, if you know of any concerns in federal lands
8% regulations or of anything, you know, we'd like to hear. At
38ast, I want to welcome you. For the next three years you'll
B& our regional council member for Point Hope area. So
BOpefully before you leave town you'll have some idea of how
é6llr council works. At least, trying to change regulations or
B2lp the Federal Subsistence Board, who eventually make the
#8gulations. So do you have anything, Jakie?

44

45 MR. KOONUK: I don't have too much to add to what Elijah
46id. But as far as federal land is concerned, we'wve got
400,000 acres that was transferred over to our tribal
§8vernment, our regional corporation. And we're just now
§Parting to develop a land use plan for that 100,000 acres.
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But the last meeting that the -- by the way, wildlife and park
for Native (indiscernible). The last meeting that the IRA
8ouncil had -- I recommended that if they're going to draw up

dny land use plan for any land that is utilized by Native
people and people who owns that land, they should always confer
first with the elders and find out how the elders want to
Zontrol that land. So that's where we're at right now in the
8and use plan.

9

10 And then of course I still got some maps of the Point
Hépe area for that 100,000 acres. And we get a lot of
tdmplaints about bears. We got a lot of bears down there too.
1211 over. And probably most everybody has heard of our
PZ4oject Chariot. And we got it cleaned, we got the mountain
theaned up but everything else just all there. All the old
bérrels and equipment that they used years ago are still there.
1The only thing they did was take that radioactive waste out of
tBere. They didn't take anything else. So the clean was just
pértial to us. They did not listen to us. The Department of
Pflergy did not listen to us. We -- their plan was to take away
gbme place, probably Washington D.C. and they came in for a
PAblic meeting concerning that. But most of our questions
d3ked have never been answered as far as cleanup is concern.

36 we still got a lot of work to do at Project Chariot,
2heaning it up. And right now that's where are caribou is
2énning all over the place.

27

28 And since I've been only with this title since November
8 last year. Almost a year now. And so far my job is to
mOnitor all wildlife and rivers, ocean -- where we hunt and
Phatever we hunt. And if anything seems abnormal -- reported
32, we send it off for analysis. And last year we sent in
38ven rabid foxes that we caught in town. And we just had a
Gdarantine on dogs last week because of rabies. Where that
gdédme from we don't know. But anything that is abnormal, it is
péported. And we get some specimens and we try to have it
dflalyzed. And most of the time we send our specimens to the
N8rth Slope Borough Department of Wildlife. That's what we're
d8ing there.

40

41 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Edward -- Eddie, we were just
A2aring village concerns or exchanging information -- council
d83formation exchange. So do you want to say something about
d4dything on your .....

45

46 MR. E. HOPSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, I haven't been
4¢tively hunting for the last couple of years. But I'm glad to
B8 participating in a meeting like this -- to be part of a

#B8eting like that I don't have any particular concerns
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dlthough in our area here in Barrow some of our -- maybe we
@would have a few people here, representatives from North Slope
Borough Fish & Game here on the committee. And they're
probably expressing their concerns.

5

6 I have -- not a local concern but at our fish and game
Meeting, the last one, they were reporting sick caribou and
Buss and something green. You know, I think I hear the same
8oncerns from Frank Long here. My concern about that is have
they been tested for what is causing -- if there is a disease
ih the animal, have they been tested by a biologist? That's
madt the first time I hear that report, Frank. If any game or
t8ribou or any other game that looks sick, I think they need to
bé -- I think you have the right to send to a biologist at the
N6rth Slope and find out what the problem is. And if they're
dltseased, what's causing it. That's about the only concern I
hdve. Otherwise I don't think I have any other concerns, as
f8r as I know, there are no complaints. I mean around here,
f9sh and game as usual, subsistence hunting people, hunting
28ribou and other animals.

21

22 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Eddie. Charlie,
d3d you have something?

24

25 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. The reporting of these caribou
Wwhether they're abnormal or whatever, most of our hunters that
d¥e out hunting don't carry any bags or -- to take any samples.

2But that's what needs to be done. If any of the hunters are
At and see something like this, it's best that they get a
88mple and put it in a plastic bag and try to save it from
@bntaminacy or being exposed. That's the only way we can do
32. I mean there's no way of freezing it in the summertime,
®#3th hot weather, they get rot real fast. But in the winter
Bdme 1if they come up to something like that and they're --
®2thin their sled or something, have plastic bag, they can cut
3d6bpiece off when they find this stuff and freeze them and take
3% back and send it to us. That's the only way we're going to
B&nd out what's effecting these caribou. Either some disease
8% they're low on fat, or whatever, any kind of sickness.
THhat's the only way we're going to find the results is bring
#hem in and get them tested. I know it's pretty hard in the
gdmmertime. It gets hot real quick. And put something in
pRastic bag, they rot faster. We have to keep air and
é¥erything on them. It's best to keep them in a cool spot.

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

47

48 MR. C. BROWER: And some of my concerns, I've been out
48 hair in the trap line -- fish line. Most of our people that
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have been fishing here in the rivers were stating that either
e had too much high water in our rivers that they can't catch
Buch fish like they used to. And the caribous are starting

#iigrating south, I guess. And people are just -- those camping
are going to get a lot of caribou now but one of the major
6oncerns that I heard all -- when I was out hunting was that it

Was a poor fishing season in the two rivers, or three rivers.
Bither to high water or we had that high tide all summer long
fhere it over flooded some of those creeks, rivers, and
p@obably took our fish out somewhere. And that's some of the
tbncerns that I heard while I was out hunting. And I just
wdnted to bring that out, Mr. Chairman.

13

14 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

15

16 MR. UPICKSOUN: Mr. Chairman. Maybe Geoff Carroll from

tHe state level can give us some insight about what might be
t8using these problems with the caribou. We know we have
p@blished reports of how big our herd is now. It might be over
Pbpulated. Do we have any insights on that from the state
2evel?

22

23 MR. CARROLL: Well, I think just what you said -- .....
24

25 COURT REPORTER: Could you come up here, please.

26

27 MR. CARROLL: I think what you said is right, Gordon.
28mean caribou -- all the arctic caribou herds have been
gPowing rapidly and they're probably reaching -- you know,

36ming close to the carrying capacity of the range up here.

Bhd that's something you start to see when a population is real
d2owded. They come into contact more with each other and there
3Be more diseases. Plus they're probably not in as good a
d4éndition because they're not getting as much food. You know,
Bhat's something I've seen. You know, we watch the Western
Bfctic caribou herd go across the Kobuk River each year and,
$du know, the bulls, three or four years ago, almost any big
B811 was big and fat. You know. And you see the bulls now and
8B, maybe, you know, less than half of them are in good
é6ndition. There are a lot of skinny animals. You know.

There are some observations like that that just indicate that
4He herd might be kind of over populating. I know that some of
4Be caribou that were -- people harvested up here and didn't
440k very healthy were -- had, you know, pussy caribou and
4hings, were brought in and turned over to the Borough Wildlife
Bépartment. And they're looking at them to see what that is.
47

48 But, you know, it's -- I think mostly it's an
d4Adication of a very large population. And, you know, who
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knows, it might be -- the last census of the Western Arctic
Berd -- you know, the -- that we did in 1993, we counted
350,000 animals in it. The one three years before that we
éounted 415,000. And it -- and the -- during the 1990

5 count we felt that we had missed some animals, you know, we
6- the weather conditions weren't quite as good. And so, it
Very well could be that, you know, there was almost no growth
8uring that three years where before that it's been growing
fapidly. And it might be kind of reaching the peak of the
hérd. And so, you know, it's not surprising to see more
dlisease with that many caribou around.

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

14

15 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah, some of the concerns I heard also
Wwére the -- there's a lot of calves and does versus bulls,
¥dung bulls, and my feeling is there is -- why there -- we

d8n't see any fat caribou right now is there are too many
fémales out there now, no, and they're keeping them busy, you
Rfiow.

21

22 No, what happened, while I was out there, I heard a
8Bory that here they came, a herd of caribou of 60 or 70, and
Phere were quite a few females and some males in there.
Rhowing this time of the that the bulls are usually fat, and

2hey're -- they didn't have as much fat as they used to, and
dfter a day or so, here comes these just six bulls came
@81lking, trotting by, and they got shot, and they -- they had

22cess fat on them, and the first thing that guy says, he said,
80 think there's too many females out there for these poor
Bdles to keep up," so, you know, what to do? You know.

32

33 MR. CARROLL: But I'd like to repeat what Charlie said.
3When people find diseased animals, if -- you know, if we just
Béar after they get back to town that they saw a sick caribou
36t there, there's, you know, really nothing we can do to see
®Hat the disease was or anything, and I know it's extra trouble
38d everything, but if people can get samples of -- of the
d%seased part of the animal and get them back to town, we've
46t a lot of option for having those looked at and studied and
détermine just what the problems is, so .....

42

43 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Geoff. A concern
f£4om Kaktovik, really no concerns, however, that very few
éadribou. The next time you see some, try and send them over
é6sterly. But, yeah, there have been very few caribou except
£3r the Porcupine that comes in early summer. They don't stick
d8ound very long, and the concern or wishes of some of the
¥91lages and Kaktovik is to see the number of muskox taken from
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ten to a sustained yield, or to an amount a little higher than
2en, because there's been a lot of people on stand-by or that
8re rejected. We will see how that goes.

4

5 Other than that, thank you for your time. I really
want to thank all the villages, the people from Point Hope to
Raktovik and in between here, passing on their concerns, and I
Beiterate what Geoff and Charlie was saying. If you happen to
Bear from people that caught those, try and save a sample. I
@dbén't know what part of the animal would be best to conserve.
11

12 MR. C. BROWER: It's best to get them where they've
$8en these green figurations, jelly or whatever, .....

14

15 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, pus. We see that, too, and
télked about it.

17

18 MR. C. BROWER: ..... just to cut right down to the
béne and take a slab off, put it in a bag. That would be most
Rélpful.

21

22 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Gordon?

23

24 MR. UPICKSON: How many muskox are observed in the

¥51lage of Kaktovik? And is there a sport hunt in Kaktovik
d6lowed in the muskox around Kaktovik?

27

28 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Only -- only ten are taken. I don't
Rfow how many they have taken under Tier II. I think maybe two
3B .....

31

32 MR. CARROLL: Just two are taken. Two taken.

33

34 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: That's west of Canning. The ten are
Bb6stly for the rural residents of Kaktovik.

36

37 All right. That brings us -- and there's no other

88ncerns or any information exchanged between the Council
Bélmbers, we're moving onto customary and traditional, Unit

26 (b) . And after that we have likely designated hunter report.
4Maybe before Helen starts out, entertain a motion for a gquick
#@cess.

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Just as long as everybody comes
Back.

46

477 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yep. Yep.

48

49 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: That's fine.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Barb -- I mean, Helen. I
et Helen and Barbara mixed.

4

5 (Off record)

6

7 (On record)

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Barb -- or Helen. Barbara-
H8len. Maybe I should just start saying "Ms. Armstrong". Then
Ilwouldn't make mistake.

12

13 Okay. We have Helen Armstrong. She's the -- works,
what, as an anthropologist?

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. (affirmative) Got 1it.

17

18 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: She's going to be -- talk to us
dBout the customary and traditional use eligibility
déterminations in -- it's like just Units 26(b) and (c), is
g2hat .....

22

23 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, actually what I want to do is
24 is kind of backtrack from that, and go .....

25

26 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... more general. Okay?

29

30 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Could -- yeah, could you explain
what .....

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm going to start .....

34

35 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... customary and

B6aditional .....

37

38 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: TI'll start from the top, okay?

39

40 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Right. There you go. Thank you.
41

42 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Since a lot of you are new to all of

4Bis, when the Federal subsistence program was initiated, and
wé were trying to decide how to do it, we didn't have time to
45 in and do -- figure out what the State had done right, and
what they'd done wrong, so we just as -- and I think Fenton was
4d1king a little earlier about how we adopted their regulations
48itially, and now we're sort of fine-tuning and seeing where
w8 want those changes to be.
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1

2 It's also true with the C & T determinations. We just
8dopted what the State did. And now we're going back through
the process of looking at those determinations to see if any
Bhanges need to be made.

6

7 What this is, and I want to kind of go in some detail
8bout it, because people have some confusion, is the customary
and traditional, which we often call C & T, it's kind of the
lflngo in the business, that customary and traditional use
@ligibility determinations are done to determine who can hunt.
1®hich communities, not which individuals, which communities
td8n hunt specific resources in what areas. And this is to make
$dre that the people who have always been using that resource

1A that area have the -- have the eligibility to do that.

16

17 The State has done determinations in most of the State
f8r most -- most of the large mammals. They did not do black
b8ars in most places. They have not done most of the small
mmmals, the, you know, foxes and things like -- things like
2hat.

22

23 We are going -- we've divided the State up into areas,
add we're trying to look at each area and -- as sort of chunk
2t a time. And we're looking at all of the large mammals in
£hat area. So for the -- for the North Slope, it would just be

2dribou, moose, sheep, black and brown bears and muskox.

28

29 Right now we're in the process of doing a C & T
détermination for the Kenai Peninsula and one for the upper
Banana region. The National Park Service is doing the upper
B2nana and Fish and Wildlife Service is doing the Kenai. 1In a
¥8ry short period of time, the -- there will a Federal Register
Nétice coming out with those recommendations of what those
déterminations should be.

36

37 And I'm really mentioning this so you know, but also
B&cause you might want to pay some attention to those, because
Bhese will be the very first ones that the Federal Subsistence
Bbard makes a decision on, so that they are precedent setting.
4Wow, I don't know how much the -- you know, the North Slope is
pZetty -— I think is what I'd call more less cut and dry,
B8cause it's not on the road system, and you don't have a lot
6% non-natives living here, and people who've moved into the

dbea. It's more of long-term, long-standing communities.

46

47 But -- but anyway, those Federal Register notices will
B8 coming out I think in -- sometime in the early part of

B8cember if I'm remembering right, and it will be open to
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public comment for 60 days. And then we'll go to -- during
fhat time period, we'll go to the Regional Councils for their
Becommendations, then go to the staff committee for their
#ecommendations, and then finally to the Federal Subsistence
Board for their decision.

6
7 The -- I want to talk a little bit about the process
®e're doing to do this. We are in -- in all of the areas where

We're doing C and T determinations, we first are going out to
the people in the region and asking for comments on the C and T
dléterminations. And I've already done that in the North Slope.
12 started last June. I sent out letters to the North Slope
B3rough, ASNA, all the city council people, the State agencies,
the Federal agencies, anybody I could think of who might have
$bme concern, to get their comments. And I've gotten some
tébmments back, so that's -- the first step in this process of
dding C and T is we're doing scoping, asking people for
t8mments, making -- so we can make sure we've covered -- we're
t8vering -- we don't leave somebody out somewhere.

20

21 And then after the scoping, we write up our analysis,
détermine if there's -- there's information we don't have that
@& absolutely have to have in order to do it, make a
2écommendation, and then it goes to the -- it comes out in a
P&deral pub- -- a Federal Register notice, goes out to the
péblic and we get the Regional Council's opinion on it, and
PHen it goes forward to the staff committee and the Board. But
w8 are trying to do a lot of involvement with people on the
28cal level so that we have their input.

30

31 That's —-- that tells you about where we are with
8%erything else in the State. 1It's going to be a fairly
38ngthy process, because it is time consuming, and we're not --
wé are fairly short-staffed, and some of the other agencies are
gbite short-staffed. The Forest Service will be doing some,
dhd BLM, and they -- they essentially don't have anybody at
BHis time to do any of their C & T determinations, as well as
BBM. So Park Service and Fish and Wildlife are the only ones
®w8rking on them right now.

40

41 I'm working on the North Slope, just 26(b) and (c)
d2terminations. The reason I'm not doing the whole North Slope
48 because the way we've divided it has been according to who
#dnages the -- the most amount of land in that region, and the
BEM is the primary land manager in 26(a), so I'm not doing (a).
4BLM will be doing that sometime down the road.

47
48 I came up here and talked to some people in Barrow in
dfne, and I went to Kaktovik to talk to people, to -- to find
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dbut how people felt about the determinations. And at that time
@We were hoping to have this process pretty much wrapped up by
Bow, but it was a little bit too optimistic, and with a lot of
éther things on our plates at the same time, we're not going to
5tick with that schedule. We also felt that maybe it would be
better if the Board only had one -- they just had the two,
Kenai and upper Tanana, to deal with at once. I don't have a
Bchedule defined at this point exactly, but it would go -- I
Bnow it will go into regulations by July. Our regulations
b8gin in July. And so the new -- when the regulations go into
@ffect for 1996 is when these will be going into effect. I
$spect the decision will be made some time before that,

bpdt .....

14
15 When I came up in June and talked to people in Barrow
ahd Kaktovik, some of the things I found -- well, we went

tHrough all of the C & T determinations, kind of one by one,
a8d I don't know if we really want to do that here or not, but
tBere was -- we —-- there was a consensus to leave the brown
B8ar determination alone, that that -- right now it's for
2¥erybody on the North Slope, and people felt that that was
d2curate and we should leave it that way.

23

24 For caribou, the State did their determinations by
BRérd, and we're going to do our by species and not by herd, so
£hat rather than having a determination for the Western Arctic
2dribou herd, we will have a determination for caribou in Unit
28 (b) and (c). And so as a consequence, we'll be changing
PBose determinations from the way they exist right now.

30

31 There -- we had some discussion about who comes up to
328 to hunt caribou, and I think that people were pretty -- had
33-- there was a fairly wide consensus that it was primarily
Péople from just the North Slope, with possibly some people
8bming up from -- I -- there was some question whether there --
dbybody came up from Wiseman or not to hunt caribou here.

37

38 MR. C. BROWER: I have one question.

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Sure.

41

42 MR. C. BROWER: Stating that people within the North

gR3ope hunt the western herd or the central herd, or Gussacord
46h) herd, Porcupine herd, I realize that at the same time you
Aave these sports hunters coming into the Brooks within our
B6éundaries and harvesting the same herd.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: What -- I guess what I need to
éRarify is for under subsistence regulations.
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MR. C. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Their hunt -- they're hunting under
tate regulations.

MR. C. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

OooJowd whr

MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And the C & T determinations don't
h@ve anything to do with the State regulations. That's a good
ghestion, though, .....

12

13 MR. C. BROWER: At the same time, .....

14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... to clarify that.

16

17 MR. C. BROWER: ..... I don't see any changes to be
h&8de on all our caribou, western, central, Gussacord,
P8rcupine, and whatever. I think what I'm understanding is for
Phe Federal Subsistence Board to make determinations on C & T.
21 -- the way I think, all the herds within the North Slope are

g2& T, no matter which unit, part of a unit they're in, either
23), (b) and (c).
24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.
26
27 MR. C. BROWER: And you're putting a point where by

28nd selection of wildlife refuge or whatever 26 (b)'s under.
29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, B, here's a good map.

31

32 MR. C. BROWER: B is under the Park Service or .....

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: We've got a lot of State land in B
36tually.

36

37 MR. C. BROWER: State land. To go that process, I'm

B&nd of opposed to that factor, that you just don't put land
88lections on what you feel is out there. We consider the
whole North Slope a land of our own uses, and determine -- to
détermine customary and traditional use by sections, I don't
B2lieve in that. Why should have -- why should 26 (c) because
#Bey're Arctic National Wildlife Refuge have something
ddfferent to 26(d) where there's State land, versus 26(a) where
45's all mostly Federal land?

46

47 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, I'm not saying that it would
B8 different for 26(a), it's just that Fish and Wildlife
g8rvice isn't going to be writing that report. It may end up
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being the same determination, and I mean mostly will be, with
Maybe some exceptions, but it won't -- it's just that we won't
Be doing the report. They'll be doing the report.

4

5 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: I wonder who at BLM is a good
6ontact to get them on here to work with?

7

8 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Tom Boyd would be the one to talk to

9 think. He's our staff committee representative from BLM.
10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: I think what they're kind of asking,
H&len, is that 26(c) -- 26(b) .....

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: B.

15

16 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... as a whole instead of being

diivided into (a), (b), and (c) like the State. 1Is that what
¥8u're saying, Charlie?

19

20 MR. C. BROWER: No, I mean, I don't mind 26(a), (b) and
2¢), it's just that one land selection like 26(c), they trying
23 consider that as Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. That
B3ght come under different status, regulation to use, than

28 (b) will be something different considering State land, park
2&nd, and corridor, the Dalton Highway. And here we are at

26 (a) where we're in open country, we're under the Federal
23nd, and anything within -- what I see, within our Region on
R8gion Ten or the North Slope, I determine the way I see it to
BRave one regulation instead of dividing it into different
88ctions of .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

33

34 MR. C. BROWER: ..... who owns the land where.

35

36 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, it's -- it isn't according to
®Ho owns it, but it is -- except in the situation of whether
}8's State or Federal Land, but I mean, if -- for example, in

38 (b) or in (c) for that matter, I think (c) has some State
48nd, but wherever it's State lands, State regulations apply,
dhd when it's Federal land, Federal regulations apply, but
#Here won't be a difference depending on whether Park Service
43 there or BLM or Fish and Wildlife.

44

45 MR. C. BROWER: Well, take ANWR, and Arctic National
Weldlife Refuge, within that area Kaktovik city limits to about
143 miles is state land. The rest of it is wildlife refuge
48nd. And part of it might be BLM. You have three different
éfAtities in there, and might comply where there's heavier
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testrictions on the wildlife refuge for hunting. Is that
2ight? There's a heavier -- you just can't go into a wildlife
Befuge to go hunting as a tradition -- customary and
#raditional use.

5

6 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, our regulations would apply
whether it's -- I mean, in the -- in the -- unless it

Bpecifically has something in the reg booklet, but in this case
Bhere isn't, it's going to be the same whether you're on Fish
afid Wildlife refuge land or whether you're on BLM land. It's
the same regulation. And I -- sometimes there are differences,
bt those would be mentioned, you know, that in the park there
thi3ght slightly different regulation or something, but in

&éneral, no. The regulation applies to Federal lands, not to
35 there's no distinction between them.

16

17 MR. C. BROWER: Well, that's what I'm trying to say.
18

19 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

20

21 MR. C. BROWER: Federal versus State, then Federal,
2Here's -- there's three .....

23

24 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Well, and that -- that is a
Bboblem, but that's -- that's a problem bigger than -- bigger
2han I.

27

28 MR. C. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

29

30 MR. UPICKSON: Helen, why is the Fish and Wildlife

S3érvice and like you say the BLM doing different studies on
BZaditional and customary use in Region 10? Why are they two
d3encies? Why can't you guys work together on .....

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, .....

36

37 MR. UPICKSON: ..... traditional and customary use
w8thin Region 107?

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: You know, I think that's a really
gdod question, and I've -- I've actually approached that a
42ttle bit, but I think the base -- the real problem is BLM
d48es not have any staff to do it. And -- but I have to say,

Gérdon, that as I've been doing this, I've been trying to write
By notes up so that my thought was I could make it very easy
£#6r the person who does 26(a), because I can give them what I
BAdve on my notes, and they can take that and then do it,

Bb8cause -- you know, rather than only focus -- I mean, so much
6% what I read might -- applies to the whole Slope, which is
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why I think it probably make .....

2

3 MR. UPICKSON: You say they have .....

4

5 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... some sense to do the .....

6

7 MR. UPICKSON: ..... no staff, but then that's half of
8he land in Region Ten is BLM, and that's 26(a). You say they
8on't have any staff, and then you're doing traditional and
tstomary use studies on just a part of it. I -- it's hard to

3+ I can't understand why there's two agencies doing studies on
tBhe same traditional and customary use in Region 10, and one
h8s no staff and .....

14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think maybe that might be
§bmething that would be appropriate to write a letter to the
F&deral Subsistence Board asking that it be done as one, if
tBat's what you want to do. I -- it's not something that I --
tBat I have a whole lot of control over, and I can -- I mean, I
28n appreciate it. When I do the work, I can see where it
mdkes a lot of sense to do it all at once, because so much of
2Re -- what you read is about the Slope as a whole. It's not
PBeated in separate chunks like, you know, in general.

24

25 MR. UPICKSON: Are there other regions where different
dgencies are assigned to do traditional and customary use
@ithin the same region? Take Five for instance, just as an

gRample. Do you have several agencies doing traditional and
2stomary .....

30

31 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think .....

32

33 MR. UPICKSON: ..... use studies?

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Just speaking off the top of my

Béad, I'm trying to remember our map, I'd say that it's not --
BHat in general that you don't have that problem. The North

38ope is just such a large region, large -- physically large
dPea, that I think it got -- it is split, but that in general,
46, I don't think that -- well, the upper Tanana/Copper River

Basin at one time was going to be done all at once, but that
wds too large a region for them to handle, so they split that

éBe, .....

44

45 MR. UPICKSON: Um-hum. (affirmative)

46

47 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... but it's still being done by
R8rk Service. I'm trying to think of other examples, but I
4Bink -- like the Forest Service is doing most of Southeast.
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All of Southeast really because they're the predominant area in
Aumbers there.

3

4 MR. UPICKSON: And during the course of your studies on
Btraditional and customary use in Region 10, will there be
geveral studies .....

7

8 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, yeah.

9

10 MR. UPICKSON: ..... for the same thing and within our

fégion that means we'll have to go to Fish and Wildlife
f$2rvice, then BLM who has no staff will come later on?
13

14 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, that looks kind of -- I see
that .....

16

17 MR. UPICKSON: Something is screwy some place.

18

19 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... discrepancy, too. Because if
20100k at -- looking at the regulations, you'll see -- because
26 (b) and (c) have regulations on C & T, and where's BLM's
#wdrk, you know, on 26(a). Or the .....

23

24 MR. UPICKSON: And water (ph) rights are stuck, there
Rasn't .....

26

277 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... There hasn't been any .....
28

29 MR. UPICKSON: ..... been able to .....

30

31 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... determination made, because --
B2cause BLM is understaffed. Do you see what .....

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. I don't know if -- I'm
8peaking for BLM, I don't know if Dave Yokel, if there's
dbything .....

37

38 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, I think it's a .....

39

40 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... he wants to say, but .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... good suggestion though that we

g8Bould write. Write to the Board to get BLM and Fish and
Wdldlife Service together to work on it. Altogether at once.
45

46 UNIDENTIFIED: (Indiscernible) Dave Yokel is here from
BIM.

48

49 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah, I know. Dave, did you have
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dnything you wanted to add to any of this discussion? I know
You haven't probably been a part of this, but I hate to speak

8n behalf of BLM when I -- I did work there once upon a time,
But then I left, and then they didn't have any staff to do
bhis, but .....

6

7 MR. YOKEL: My name is Dave Yokel. I'm with BLM,
Brctic District, not from -- not from our State office in

Bnchorage where these kind of discussions generally take place.
1But Helen is correct that we do not have the staff in our
dency that some other agencies have dedicated funding towards,
a#d that is the reason is why we are not currently doing any of
tBese C & T determinations. As far as plans to do any in the
héar future, I couldn't answer that. I don't believe that
there are any plans to do any this coming fiscal year.

16

17 MR. UPICKSON: But that is half the land within Region
18 that you have no plans of doing traditional and customary
$Budies on.

20

21 MR. YOKEL: I said we have no plans of doing any in
PRis coming fiscal year, which is starting -- just started the
2dd of last week, and so for the next 12 .....

24

25 MR. UPICKSON: And how will this impact the traditional

dhd customary use study in our area when you've got no fundings
2@ study half the area within Region 107

28

29 MR. YOKEL: 1I'd have to get out the regulations and
6ok at the specific determinations that have been made and
Béfresh myself in order to answer that question correctly, but
E2believe that for now there are very little conflicts .....

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

gg MR. YOKEL: ..... in GMU 26(A), and so my .....

g; MR. UPICKSON: Um-hum. (affirmative)

28 MR. YOKEL: ..... my impression is that there will be

Ad great effect to you in the short term or even the long term.
42

43 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think that's true, and I have to
g4y that even when BLM does get, if they get some staff to work
éh these, this won't be their top priority, because the top
p6iorities will be the places where there are conflicts. And
#Hle -- they have some problems with the Dalton Highway
¢8rridor, for example, that they could -- they need to resolve,
4Ad some things in eastern -- Western Interior I think that
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#%ould be a higher priority, so not only can they not do it
2ight now, they probably won't do it for gquite a few years, to
Be very honest about it. And that's just a -- that's a problem
with Federal funding, I mean, just not having the funding to
5taff appropriately, so .....

6

7 But I think Dave brings up a good point, that if you
800k at the C & T, in your green book that you have, and the C
& T determinations are on that -- listed on that page, that
wth the exception of perhaps muskox, there -- I don't think
that there are any -- because right now there is no C & T
d2termination for muskox in -- anywhere except in 26(c), I
ddn't think there are probably any conflicts that -- it would
détually be interesting for you to look at that and see if
there's anything that you think that should be changed, so it
théy not be that big a deal, if it's not done right now.

17

18 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

21

22 MR. YOKEL: Because there are no roads anywhere in Unit
2B8(a), there is -- there's no ready access for people outside

2% 26(a) to come in and hunt under Federal Subsistence
Régulations, and that's why there is no conflict in that unit
a6 this time.

27

28 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah, there's no conflict because we're
29 we're determined by C & T, and at the same time half of our
3Pecies are being hunted by other entities, the sports hunters,
®here in that regards, there's no C & T determination on 26(a).
3Bnyone is welcome to come in there and harvest anything within
BBat range.

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, there is a C & T -- I mean,
®hat we've done is adopted the existing one from the State, and
®#ith the exception of black bear, I think there are deter- --
38d muskox, there are determinations on everything else, so
BRat we do go by the existing determination until such time
when we decide that it needs to be changed.

41
42 MR. YOKEL: And in terms of the sport hunters, Charlie,
4Bere -- they are hunting under a different set of regulations,

44d the only way the Federal regulations would affect those
dhdividuals hunting under State regs is if it was determined
4bhat there were not enough game to go around for everyone.
THen if the Federal priority were to kick in, say, for that
d8ea, then it's possible that the Federal Subsistence Board
wOuld close Federal lands to sport hunters.
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1

2 MR. C. BROWER: Well, the recent census has been
8ngoing with the western herd, it's open season on that herd
#ight now, since it's in the high yield right now. Anyone can
Bome in from the lower North Slope, anywhere from Alaska and
6ome into 26 (a) and start harvesting the caribou, because it's

d high number right now. 1It's open season. And here we're
8etermined to take five per day, and when you see five a day,
adnd when you see -- when I travel, you see more than, you know,

#hatever amount of caribou taken out of the same herd, these --
taken out by sports hunters.

12
13 And for C & T determinations, I -- I'd rather see the
whole thing with -- under one agency instead of two or three

dhfferent agencies, utilizing their entity to say you can't go
té6 this part of the land, even though it's on North Slope,
b&cause we're allowing no one to go out and hunt in one
p8rtion. I mean, my feeling is, I feel like the whole of
28(a), (b) and (c) should be open country for the residents of
2He North Slope.

21
22 MR. YOKEL: I think your suggestion has some merit in
£8rms -- as Helen said earlier, that one agency take the lead

£4r the entire GMU; however, that's a separate issue from
@whether or not people would be able to come up into say 26 (a)
dhd hunt under State regulations.

27

28 MR. C. BROWER: Uh-huh. That's why I want to 26 (b) and
28) and hunt me a muskox. That's why I don't have any
détermination for.

31

32 MR. YOKEL: Well, you see, they'll -- they will be
83king care of that, one way or the other.

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: Anyway, thank you.

36

37 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Okay. I just wanted to make a -- T

BBink we needed to talk about muskox a little bit, but first
29d just go through this.

40

41 One of -- one thing we're going to be doing with sheep
48 that the existing determination gives C & T for Arctic
¥3llage, Chalkyitsik, Fort Yukon and Venetie, as well as the

#4sidents of 26(c). And the consensus at the meeting we had
wa&s that that should be left alone. We've gotten some comments
£6om people at the National -- the Arctic refuge, that has --
Adve said that they were -- they would like to see us document
4Hat people in fact do still go all the way from Arctic Village
4Ad Chalkyitsik and Venetie over to hunt in 26(c). Our
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preliminary talking to people is that people do in fact go over
fhere. We're going to do a little bit of research on that with
3- we have an existing cooperative agreement with the Council
6f Athabascan Tribal Governments, and we're going to -- we're
Sntending this winter sometime to go in and talk to people in
those villages so that we can document what their uses are
ZToday, as well as what they have done customary and

8raditionally.

9

10 Otherwise, sheep people felt should be left the same.
11

12 We had some discussion on black bear, and some people
13 Kaktovik told me that there -- occasionally they see black
béars up there. 1I've heard some people's opinions in the

t&fuge office, and I don't know, there seems to be some
d6ssention about whether black bears ever go up there or not.
Bit I -- but at the moment there's no -- there is a no
$8bsistence determination for black bears, and I'm looking at
#Bether or not that needs to be changed for Anaktuvuk Pass and

#6 -- I think it will be up to the Board to decide whether
dtcasional, very brief use causes -- would mean that they'd get
d2determination or not.

23

24 And moose they felt -- people felt that it was
dbcurate, everybody in 26 -- all of 26 has a determination for
Réose.

27

28 And then muskox. We had a lot of discussion, and I
PBink .....

30

31 MR. C. BROWER: What's that on moose?

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Everybody in 26, all of 26 has a
détermination for moose. And they can .....

35

36 MR. C. BROWER: Well, I had one question. The proposal
BHat was brought in by Point Hope some months back, you know,
88me of them go out hunting in July, and when -- whatever
B8ppened to that proposal? I know I've -- I mean, it might --
48 might have been dropped or something, where .....

41

42 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No, it went forward.

43

44 MR. C. BROWER: It went forward? Where Point Hope
#8sidents asked to extend it one month before hunting season
édpened to go hunt moose, because they're in their range. Once
dfle season opens, they're beyond that range, and they can't get
48y where that red meat was available, it's now gone. I think
4Bat was —-- that was the reason they had a request to extend it
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to July. Right?

2

3 MR. KIGNAK: July 1.

4

5 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. ©Now it's August -- no, it's
Bugust .....

7

8 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I'm trying to remember. Charlie, I
Bight have to get back to you on that, what happened -- what
the final .....

11

12 MR. H. BROWER: Charlie, yeah, somewhere I've got some
idformation. We acted on a proposal that addressed that moose
hdnting July from Point Hope. But a lot of it got -- land
tbansfer was —-- had been enacted.

16

17 MR. C. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

18

19 MR. H. BROWER: A lot of that State -- Federal -- what

#Bed to be Federal lands was transferred back to the State, and
Phere's only a small portion of that area is now Federal lands.
2But we had tried to make some identification of boundaries
fBere Federal lands existed, to have them hunt within that area
fér moose.

25

26 UNIDENTIFIED: Wasn't there a question of access, how
Y3du would get in there.

28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Harry, if you look on page 129,
30ndiscernible, simultaneous speech) .....

31

32 MR. H. BROWER: ©No, this is from my summary on .....
33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... Point Hope is in .....

35

36 MR. H. BROWER: Twenty-three.

37

38 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... in Unit 23 instead of 26.

39

40 MR. C. BROWER: What's that?

41

42 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And you look up on the right .....
43

44 MR. ITTA: What page is that?

45

46 MR. C. BROWER: 129.

47

48 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... do you see there, it says July
48t>

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



83

MR. ITTA: 1297

MR. C. BROWER: Yeah.

U W

MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It says Unit 23, that portion north
dnd west of and including all the (indiscernible) Kukpuk and
Bupik (ph) rivers, one moose, July lst through March 31st.
Phat was where that got changed.

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: 1Is that Point Hope?

12

13 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. That includes -- that
1Adcludes Point Hope.

15

16 MR. C. BROWER: So people from Region 10 can go into
Région 20 -- or what is -- what is Unit 23? What region 1is
tBat? Mr. Chairman?

19

20 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Unit 23 is that .....

21

22 MR. C. BROWER: I mean, what Region is that under the
F8deral Subsistence?

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Oh, Eight? What region is that?
26

27 MR. C. BROWER: 22.

28

29 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Region Eight.

30

31 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Eight.

32

33 MR. C. BROWER: Huh?

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Eight.

36

37 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Region Eight.

38

39 MR. C. BROWER: So they can go from Region .....

40

41 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Seven is Seward Peninsula.

42

43 MR. C. BROWER: ..... 10 to Region Eight and harvest a
#éose in July, and they won't be cited for .....

45

46 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

477

48 MR. C. BROWER: ..... that extensive hunting. Why is
49 on 23 when .....
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1

2 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Why -- why is .....

3

4 MR. C. BROWER: ..... is that a split between the
boundary line .....

6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

8

9 MR. C. BROWER: ..... where the mooses are? Where the
mboses are?

11

12 (Laughter)

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: 1It's just a split where the -- so
the Point Hopers can -- it's Jjust a division. The -- under the
$6ate, they -- these boundaries are State boundaries, the GMU
bdundaries, which we don't -- we don't call it GMUs any more,
%8 call them units, to get the sport terminology out of there,
that -- and we didn't -- we didn't follow those boundaries for
Qr regional council boundaries, because we didn't feel like it
fdllowed existing -- yeah.

22

23 MR. C. BROWER: See, that's -- that's the

Rdrdship .....

25

26 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: If .....

27

28 MR. C. BROWER: ..... Point Hope might be going through
28 they didn't -- if they can go into 26 -- 23, and they live
38 26, .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right.

33

34 MR. C. BROWER: ..... and there's moose available,
Bhey're being -- they're not harvesting what is needed. Now,
36 the people from Point Hope go back and say -- and let them
B&ople know that they can hunt under 23 .....

38

39 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

40

41 MR. C. BROWER: ..... in July, then there will be no
pZoblems.

43

44 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Do people .....

45

46 MR. KIGNAK: On the 100,000 acres that they have, yes,

g3u can hunt moose there, because that's been transferred to
#Be traditional government, IRA.

49
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1 MR. C. BROWER: To IRA?

2

3 MR. KIGNAK: To IRA.

4

5 MR. C. BROWER: Um-hum. (affirmative)

6

7 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Charlie, do people generally -- are
8hey not -- do people generally know what GMU boundary they're
9- what they're within?

10

11 MR. C. BROWER: Well, it's pretty hard right now to
d2termine with the Unit 10 versus .....

13

14 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Region 10.

15

16 MR. C. BROWER: ..... Unit Eight, and it cuts right
tArough Point Hope.

18

19 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah.

20

21 MR. C. BROWER: It's like Anaktuvuk Pass, it's Unit
32x ...,

23

24 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The same .....

25

26 MR. C. BROWER: ..... and Unit 10.

27

28 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The same problem, yeah.

29

30 MR. C. BROWER: And under the Federal .....

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Maybe we could have made it easier

By following the GMU boundaries, but we felt that Point Hope
®éuld want to be in with Region 10.

35

36 UNIDENTIFIED: Yeah.

37

38 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Is it true? Or maybe that was
d8tually not something we determined as much as by -- from what
péople here talked to us about. I don't know. I wasn't in on
#he discussions of making those boundaries, but -- Okay.

42

43 Maybe we can talk about muskox a little bit, and I

dén't know i1f there was going to be any discussion about the --
£bom the State and the North Slope Borough about this muskox
hénagement plan that's being worked on, but right now under
Bgderal subsistence regulations, the only people who can hunt
#fiskox are in Kaktovik. And from my reading of the literature,
29m -- I think that that probably could be changed for other
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tommunities. The question is, is whether or not Nuigsut
Zesidents would go onto Federal lands. I don't know if they
would go all the way over here or all the way down here to hunt
#iuskox, because it is, you know, a long way away.

5

6 MR. C. BROWER: I can -- one of the -- one of the
Zoncerns I had was there is muskox within 26(a), (b), and (c),
8nd they're within a 50-mile radius of a village, they should

Be able to harvest them. And there's -- that's my concern.
Afld here with the introduction of muskox in the early 70s and
$tuff, they -- we -- they claim saying that we have no C & T,

a#d that was C & T determination expired on us some long years
4o when for some reason they were all wiped out on the North
$4ope. And I think it's in the interest of people that survive
hére that long, there always has been C & T to any resources
that were within the North Slope, even though they were
dZpleted at one time and reintroduced. And to set a hunting
p8ivilege to one area to the introductions and high rate of
t8production, and leaving the other two behind where a
dfispersement is slowly out -- spreading towards the -- from
2ast to west, west to east, either from the Seward Peninsula or
gdpe Thompson herd, and from the ANWR herd. And once I tasted

RAdskox, my feeling is, I need to hunt it. So -- no matter
Where I am.

25

26 So that's my -- that's the whole thing I'm -- that's
@WHat I'm fighting for is for people within the whole North
38ope to hunt muskox the way they see if it's like -- like a
30-mile radius from Barrow, and they see it up there in Ship
Milne or somewhere, that's within 50 miles. You can harvest it.
30r from my fish camp.

32

33 (Laughter)

34

35 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

36

37 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon, and then Frank.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: Could we have maybe from -- from the

KHOrth Slope Borough Wildlife Management about whether right now
dhey'd like to hunt, because of number of muskox there, or from
dacob? About their feelings about muskox, whether they can

A8nt -- hunt them or not, and why just Kaktovik when they've
46t quite a few muskox in their area also?

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Go ahead. (In Inupiat)

47

48 MR. ATTUNGA: There -- some of us, they are talking

d4Bout getting some muskox, too, and I haven't eaten it yet,
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thuskox, before, but they say it's a good meat. And a lot of
£ime we're out of caribou, maybe a whole year or more, and we
Bave to go somewhere else to get our caribou meat, maybe

Koatak, Kivalina. And there's the muskox in Point Hope. Just
dbout 20, -- 20, 30 miles. And when we wished -- we always
wished to get a muskox, but -- and there's a law we cannot

ghoot him. And we wanted to eat. And I was going to ask a
uestion, too, if we can go to Kaktovik sometimes during muskox
Season, could we get one in Kaktovik?

10

11 UNIDENTIFIED: No.

12

13 MR. ATTUNGA: I think that's the only way. Maybe
thance.

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Right now they only have -- they
hd3ve a drawing for the permits from Kaktovik, and they only
h8ve ten permits, and you have to be a resident of Kaktovik to
@fBalify for being in the .....

gg MR. ATTUNGA: You have to be a family in Kaktovik?

gg MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

gé CHAIRMAN REXFORD: A resident. Yeah, a resident.

gg MR. C. BROWER: And the only way you can hunt is when

¥8u apply for Tier II hunt, and that you might have a chance,
Bt the closer to the point of where you're applying your Tier
30 permit is a possibility of getting a permit. But if you're
3% what I'm saying is right off that you're away, you can hunt
32 you cannot just get one, unless you're within that vicinity,
B3ght?

34

35 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: The way the rule is, yeah.

36

37 MR. C. BROWER: So hunting we will go.

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Jakie, do you want to add to Elija's
ébmment?

41

42 MR. KOONVK: First of all, I used to be with the guys
é%er there across the table, Fish & Game, for many years and I
£#4ught hard to get rid of muskox, because we had no reason for
#hem. We couldn't hunt them, we couldn't harass them, we could
46 nothing with them, so I fought for many years to get them
6t of there. But I just gave up, about the only thing I would
g8ggest is that they become all part of Unit Ten -- Region Ten.
49
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1 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Eddie?

2

3 MR. E. HOPSON: Yeah, talking about muskox, I guess I
#eally -- I raised my hand without knowing what to say. The

problem with muskox in the area like Point Lay and Point Hope,
we have two residents here from Point Hope, muskox is
dvailable. The problem with muskox is they will scare caribou
8way from that area, but Fish & Game have an argument, and say
Bhat caribou and muskox are friends, and they associate
t6gether. ©No way. No way that happens, but there is -- there
1% an argument, because I heard it at one of our Fish & Game
B2ard meetings, that muskox and the caribou will associate
t8gether. They're friends. But as far as we can see, those
péople that are watching caribou and muskox, Point Lay, a few
thbskox were hanging around there, they kept the caribou away
foom the subsistence hunters. The same way -- it would be same
¥dy in Point Hope, because the muskox are in the vicinity, the
t&8ribou as soon as they see a muskox, they're going to run as
f8st as they can away from muskox. This is the fact.

20

21 The regulations as they suggested by people that are
28volved in those areas, why does this request that I've heard
238rlier today, the City Council of Kaktovik who asked for
24tended time to catch muskox, what is the -- what is the
d8verse effect? Adverse effect of extending time? There's
dhly maybe ten permits can be issued only to Kaktovik
?&sidents. Because the time, extended -- time to catch a
mfiskox i1s extended, that doesn't mean that everybody at
R8ktovik is going to go out and go chase muskox. It only be so
Bany to take, and only so many people with permits can go and
Bdke them. What is the adverse impact of the extended time for
ddtching moose for Kaktovik as they requested?

33

34 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think maybe since Pat Reynolds is
Bére with us today from the Arctic Refuge, she's our muskox
Béologist. Maybe Pat would like to talk. I know she talked to
BHe Council last year and to -- for the benefit of the
géntlemen here who didn't get to hear her last winter.

39

40 MS. REYNOLDS: I think the whole gquestion of muskoxen
4% a question of what people want to do with the population of
#ilskox on the North Slope. Do they want to have a population
4Bat i1s increasing over the entire North Slope so the villages
é#4 Barrow and Anaktuvuk Pass, Nuigsut and Atgasak have animals
§bmetime in the further?

46

47 The muskoxen have been present now for about 30 years.
48he population is growing, but starting with 35 animals in
A8rtheastern Alaska, and similar numbers down in the Cape
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Thompson areas, the populations, although they are growing,
8till don't have a lot of animals. They're still -- we're
8till talking a few hundred animals. Perhaps in northeastern
Alaska 400 animals in the refuge, in Unit 26 (c), and another
%50 to 200 in Unit 26(b), which is primarily on State land.

6

7 With the objection -- the objective of allowing this
Population to increase so that animals would be available to
People like Charlie who sounds like he wants to hunt them, we
h@ve proposed, or have had a fairly conservative harvest, as
é¥erybody knows. It's conservative. It's taking now about 5%
©f the bulls from that population, and in the Arctic Refuge.

13

14 The Arctic Refuge population -- portion of the
pbpulation has more or less stabilized in the last -- since
1886. It's not growing. It's been quite similar, about 350 to
400 animals in that time period, so we're not seeing rapid
ifcrease in that area, but those animals are the animals that
dPe providing source of animals to the people westward, in
RQigsut, in Atgasak, animals that are now in 26(B), living
Bétween the Sagavanirktok and the Canning Rivers, have come
f?om the Arctic Refuge, and they're now starting to increase.
RAd their population -- that section of the population is
détually growing faster than the population section that's in
2he Arctic Refuge.

26

277 So the harvest has been conservative. There have been
£28n permits issued for the past few years to the residents of
Raktovik. The season has been limited in terms of a month, now
8lx weeks in the fall and a month in the spring.

31

32 I had some concerns in terms of that harvest being
8Rtended throughout the winter, not just for a couple of weeks,
B4t throughout the whole winter in that muskoxen in the winter
Bhme reduce the size of the areas they're using as an energy
g@6bnservation mechanism. They go into areas and they stay there
P¥etty much the whole winter, and they do that because, unlike
8&8ribou, they survive on the North Slope by being conservative
®#9th their energy. They have very warm coats, they can survive
#his cold weather, they can eat very low-quality food, unlike
édribou that have to move into more southern areas and eat
A2gher quality food. And they can survive there, because they
43 reduce their energy consumption in winter by not moving
d#ound a lot.

45

46 My concerns were that, not so much that people might
#4iin animals to death during a hunt, but that animals, when
4HBey're repeatedly hunted always move around a little. They
B8y not move very far, they move -- may move long distances in
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ome cases, but that causes some energy consumption. And that
2nergy consumption can over time, particularly for females,
Beduce the amount of energy they have for -- available to put
dnto a calf for the following year, and to put into milk for
that calf the following year. So you can get declines in
productivity that -- that again will not allow the population
%o grow as fast, to increase over the whole North Slope, so
8hat other people who really want to hunt muskoxen have a
Population available to them in the future. And that's --
that's the basic reason for a conservative harvest at this
time.

12

13 I guess we all need to talk about, you know, what our
dBjectives are for that population, and that's the question
that I think we all need to discuss, you know, whether people
wéuld like to see animals available in their villages or around
i# their areas, if they don't want to have animals in their
dB8ea, because of concerns with caribou, that they -- they feel
tBat muskoxen is something they don't want to hunt, then those
dfte issues that I think we all need to discuss.

21

22 MR. C. BROWER: The question I have is like take --
28ke .....

24

25 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

26

277 MR. C. BROWER: ..... the one -- oh. Sorry.

28

29 MR. E. HOPSON: I'd just like to say this: I don't --
dén't misunderstand me. I'm not looking for taking muskox as
8don as I see it and shoot it down though. I'm -- I support
BHe management on the muskox. I want to see it grow. I'm not

330king for additional take. I like the idea, the way it's
Mdnaged, limiting it so it will grow. I Jjust want to make that
8batement. I don't want you to misunderstand me. I'm not
B6ying to take -- kill them all. That's -- that's something --
BHat's the only thing I want to say. Don't misunderstand me,
E8m not trying to -- trying to get rid of muskox. I want to
38e it grow, so we all can maybe some day be able to take them.
40hey're available here, too, you know, they've seen them. As
dlmatter of fact, I have one son that shoot down three of them

B2re a few years ago. They were .....

43

44 MS. REYNOLDS: Out near Point Lay, was that out

ABar .....

46

477 MR. E. HOPSON: Muskox got stranded down there on the

éB8ast, about 15, 20 miles from here on the coast, and he was
§8ing to jail, except that I had a granddaughter about yeah
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high, just old enough to talk, was down there, visiting the
Ancle's camp, and Fish & Game was all -- every day asking
guestions, and this little girl heard what was going on, and
went right up to this Federal man and Seth (ph) said, "We were
beally scared," the little girl, my granddaughter, start

talking to this Trooper. "We were really scared. they were
Zhasing us. And my Uncle Dennis shoot three of them down,
8hat's when they stopped. They almost eat us up." A little

girl about yeah high talked, saved my son from going to jail.
10

11 Don't misunderstanding me, I'm not against the
thdnagement, I like the idea of the muskox grow, but I think you
p8ople that are responsible for making these regulations should
ldsten to those local people.

15

16 MR. LONG: Mr. Chairman-?

17

18 MR. E. BROWER: I don't see any adverse thing that

&2tended time for Kaktovik requested, is all I'm going to say.
20

21 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie had his hand up, Frank, and
Y2u'll be next after Charlie. Charlie?

23

24 MR. C. BROWER: The question I had was, take the Cape
2hompson herd. Those were put in 30 -- almost 30 years now,
@woth the option of hoping that they will grow to a herd like
PHe one at ANWR. And it being that long, and still the
?8sidents of Point Hope and Point Lay cannot harvest them,
BP8cause there's some factors that's keeping them from growing.
3Bnd to a point, but they've grown to a certain number at that
Bdte of 25 to 30 years now, and still they're told not to
Barvest those, and some of those herds are just dispersing into
BBe central North Slope, and coming from the east side, too,
34d making a stock of their own. And that's where I have a
Bboblem, is they were told they'd be able to hunt them in 20
$éars, now they can't even hunt them, because the reason is
BHeir growth rate is too slow. And at the same time, it
d8spersed what caribou comes around within their region, and
BRat's the only source of red meat sometimes available, and

4hat's why my -- my intent to work on these for residents of
Horth Slope to take muskox as where -- as they see it fit.

42

43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Frank?

44

45 MR. LONG: Yeah. Talking about muskox, I'd like to
é6émment on that. In addition to what Eddie Hopson was saying

édrlier about muskox and caribou don't go hand-in-hand. At
#Bis point in time we have two different types of herds, or
4Bree. The herd that migrates from the east, the central herd,
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the herd that migrates from the west coast passed Teshekpuk,
2ight now muskox is still abundant, and we can't even hardly
8ee a caribou. And my question is why can't we like Kaktovik

Aave a B and C, you know, given -- given authority to have a
Pimit source of hunting muskox per season?

6

7 MR. C. BROWER: That has to be determined.

8

9 MR. LONG: At this time, when we -- we have seniors at
the -- at the village that are Eddie's age and older, and
they're wondering why can't we hunt muskox when it's available,
b&cause the longer it sticks around, the more -- the more that
%8 don't see the caribou. You indicated that they were moved
f4om certain areas. I believe you, because we've had muskox in

this certain area for a couple of months, and within 15, 20
héles, you can't see caribou. Either they think of them as
b&ars or just a piece of chunk of ground that move, all in --

¥8u can't recognize muskox until you come up closely. It looks
1%2ke a hairy piece of something.

20

21 And I'm wondering, usually we drive down the haul road,
aAd we can get to 26(b), there's muskox that is available. And
@& can only -- and we can only hunt them in 26(c), in the
®Wd1dlife Refuge where we can hardly get at them. And that's a
26ng ways.

26

27 You go for a Federal permit. I applied for a permit a

8w years ago, thinking that I might be able to go hunt in the
dPea and harvest a muskox after tasting the meat, but permits
dfte given to people like in Anchorage, Fairbanks, somewhere
8lse down south that don't even exist up here. Why not us?

32

33 MS. REYNOLDS: I have a comment, and Geoff, you correct
mé on this, but I think the muskoxen in Unit 26(b), there are
86 -- essentially no muskoxen on Federal lands in Unit 26 (b).
36

37 MR. LONG: There is muskox .....

38

39 MS. REYNOLDS: They're on State .....

40

41 MR. LONG: ..... on Federal lands.

42

43 MS. REYNOLDS: ..... lands and they're under the

44risdiction of the State of Alaska. The population in Unit
26 (b), as I said, is growing, but it is under Federal

46risdiction. It's on State lands, is that correct Geoff?

47

48 MR. CARROLL: I could -- I don't know, (indiscernible)
d4Anual muskox -- I mean, I was planning on about this later,
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but I could answer some of Franks -- do you want to .....

% MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Do you want to talk about it?

é MS. REYNOLDS: Come on up.

g MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Come on up.

g MS. REYNOLDS: Maybe I'll leave.

%2 MR. CARROLL: Well just to -- Frank, just so you'll

tAderstand, there is a State Tier II muskox hunt in 26(b), and
48 you've been through the application process, you know, you
hdve to fill out how many years you've hunted in the area and
éPerything, and you're given -- given a score according to how
léng you've hunted in the area, how close you are to the area,
hdw dependent you are on that resource, et cetera, and the Tier

I8 hunt, it's not in ANWR. It's -- but it is east of Haul
R8ad, so it is a fair ways to travel to .....

20

21 MR. LONG: Um-hum. (affirmative)

22

23 MR. CARROLL: ..... get to the area where you can hunt

fhem. And, you know, that Tier II permit, you know, it's one
35 those things that in theory is set up to be fair, and
Bésically it turns out whoever tells the biggest stories on
PHeir application wins. You know, whoever makes themselves
88und like the -- you know, answers the questions in the right
@8y to get the most points. And a lot of times the person
Bhat's totally honest with his answers i1s penalized, because it
ddéesn't give him as many points as somebody that exaggerates a

33t, and it's -- you know, 1it's not a very good system. I
38ree with you.

34

35 One thing we've been talking about at this interim
Béaring that -- the North Slope Borough Fish & Game Management,

¥7believe is to form kind of a group up here, you know, kind of
d8cooperative group between Alaska Fish & Game, you know, the
8Bher agencies and the Borough and come up with a muskox
#wnagement plan that would be fair, you know, that would --
4hat would work out so the people are able to hunt where they
gHould be able to hunt, and, you know, we've talked about this

pl8pulation in -- over here in Cape Thompson, in that area, you
¥dow, and starting a legal hunt over there. You know, as you
48id, there's -- there's a fair number of muskoxen in this area

46 the west of the Haul Road, too, and it would probably make
4{ist as much sense for people from Nuigsut to be able to hunt
#Bose, you know, instead of travelling way over here, and,
dfAyway, 1it's something, you know, we need to work on, and we're
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



94

planning on doing that.

2

3 But, you know, as it is this year, the Tier -- with
those Tier II permits, basically nobody from Nuigsut applied,
$ou know, and if they -- if they had, you know, there were
those two permits available. As it was, the nearest guy --
Well, one went to Ray Smith from Umiat. I mean, he does have a
8ong history in that area. But the other one went to a guy in
Port Yukon. I think he was the closest one to that area that

dapplied.

11

12 So, I don't know, I'm just trying to -- I agree with
¥3u, it isn't the greatest set up in the world, but we're going
té try to work on it, and make it work better. Part of -- one

&5 the complicated things about this is, you know, you'wve got
Féderal land, State land, and it's, you know, this hodgepodge
¥ different management groups, but basically, you know, this
18 a State hunt in this area. There isn't much the Federal
p8ople can do to help you out there, but I'll try to work with
Y6u through the State system to make that better.

21

22 You know, the -- you know, there's a State system just
23ke the Federal system, with the State Board of Game, and, you
Rdow, you make proposals to it, and propose that there, you
Rhow, be muskoxen, you know, that you could take muskoxen in

£hat area. I -- and that's the way you get the regulations
2Hanged.

28

29 MR. LONG: So what you're saying is that the State is
B@nagement for relating to muskox?

31

32 MR. CARROLL: It is in this -- it is in this area here.
33 mean, it's just -- you know, the State does it on State

24nd, the Federal Government does it on Federal land, and
Bhat's part of the, you know the complicated mess we're into
géw with, you know, both State and Federal management up here,
3fid, you know, it's something we kind of have to live with, but
¥8don't know, I think we're -- I'm here anyway just to try to
39 try to keep it as -- you know, as fair as possible for the
péople up here that, you know, want to hunt and use these
dhimals, and, you know, we just kind of have to work through
4He system.

43

44 MR. LONG: Yeah, there's muskox in Nuigsut, less than
£hve miles out.

46

477 MR. CARROLL: Yeah.

48

49 MS. REYNOLDS: But basically I will state that most of
50
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the animals, the bulk of the population, and most of the cows
and calves are living in this area right here, and they're not
8n Federal land, and there are some animals over here, but by
far the largest part of the population, and the population
portion that's growing, and going to contribute to animals over
here is right here, and it's east of the Haul Road. I mean,
Zhat's where they are right now. Some years later there's
§oing to be more. Maybe not, you know. We .....

9

10 MR. LONG: There's -- we know there's .....

11

12 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

13

14 MR. LONG: ..... more muskox, but the penalty is really
$5 they're penalizing them more -- more than we can hunt.

16

17 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

18

19 MR. C. BROWER: You know, the question -- the question
20have is people with -- people living in Nuigsut versus people
with long extensive use from Fort Yukon or from some other
8all -- that is an on-going issues where the State -- the
3Bate people see these people saying they have a long -- long

Ade on them, and giving them priorities wversus, you know,
Béople from Nuigsut start filing every year for Tier II permit,
26know for a fact that out of two permits going to be issued,
dle might be issued to a Nuigsut person, but the other will
d8part further south where someone else is requesting it. And
29don't think that -- you know, I've always considered that a
whong move where a Tier II permit is one where you're qualified
Bd the closest area.

32

33 MR. CARROLL: Well, you know, these Tier II permits
Bdve -- this is the first year there's been someone's that
p8ally off the Slope has gotten one. A couple of years ago
Bbhat -- I mean, it was just some, you know, like Bud Helmrix
3fid his wife got the permits, which, you know, was crazy. You
BBow, they don't -- they don't live up here 12 months a year,

Bfit he claimed residency up here, and nobody could prove that
B8 didn't have residency. You know, there were things like
4hat that happened that make the system not work very well.
42

43 This year, you know, there were -- you know, I got the
#ling first, and I said, you know, there's a person from Umiat
d4hd a person from Copper Center that got -- that got the

pérmits, and I said, "Copper Center?" you know, and got on the
pHone and called up and had them look at his permit, you know,
48d he just lied all the way through it, and then the next
g48ven people, the same thing. They'd lied through the whole --
50
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through the whole permit, and so we eliminated, and finally
hey got down to the guy from Fort Yukon, and basically
gouldn't find where he'd told any lies and, you know, so, you
¥now, he got it that year. If you'd applied this year,
Gharlie, you would have gotten it.

6

7 MR. C. BROWER: I know. I know. Only I didn't apply
8his year.

9

10 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Geoff.

11

12 MR. CARROLL: Okay.

13

14 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: We're going to be discussing muskox
1h depth here a little further on. Maybe we'll continue with
Hélen's -- did you have something, Gordon?

17

18 MR. UPICKSON: Take another break?

19

20 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, I think that's about it.

21

22 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Let's see what Helen has

R8re, and then maybe we'll go on a ten-minute break.
24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I guess I do have a question whether
26 I mean, just out of curiosity whether the -- Leonard, you're
2He only one from Nuigsut here, are you?

28

29 MR. TUKLE: No, Frank.

30

31 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Frank. Frank.

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Oh, Frank is. Oh, okay. Frank's --
B8#ay. I was curious whether people from Nuigsut would go

Bbskox hunting all the way over here to this purple band,
whether they would go that far?

37

38 MR. TUCKLE: Why can't we do it on the orange land?
B9ght here.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, because right -- I mean, just
#2ght now they don't have C & T right now over there. And are
4Bere -- are there very many muskox over there?

44

45 MR. LONG: Yes, ma'am.

46

477 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: In here?

48

49 MR. LONG: There's -- they come in way in -- way in the
50
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bottom, quarter mile, too. Muskox.

2

3 MR. TUCKLE: And some down Fish Creek and .....

4

5 MS. REYNOLDS: A few, there's a few. But there's no
gubstantial population with lots of cows and calves. Like I'm
falking on these animals.

8

9 MR. LONG: Yeah, but those few muskox .....

10

11 MS. REYNOLDS: There's at least probably 25 .....

12

13 MR. LONG: ..... that are in that area, .....

14

15 MS. REYNOLDS: ..... at least 25 .....

16

17 MR. LONG: ..... and changing around of the caribou.
18

19 MS. REYNOLDS: Yeah. Oh, you mean at Point Hope, or
dtier by Nuigsut?

21

22 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: By Nuigsut.

23

24 MS. REYNOLDS: Oh, okay. I don't know where they are
@%er by .....

26

27 MR. LONG: Changing the route of the migrating caribou
28 that orange area, and the -- that western herd and the

2éntral herd and the Porcupine herd will go around muskox about
86n miles.

31

32 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Helen, was your question
38swered?

34

35 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No. I wondered if people -- how far

péople would go. I mean, this is just hypothetical, but if
NBUéigsut got C & T for muskox, and that's all hypothetical, but

¥8don't know if they would go -- if they .....
39
40 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Helen, there's -- there's been folks

4ding back and forth from Nuigsut and maybe from Barrow for --
£3r a long time, but recently they haven't been, but there is

43 there is records that families do make routes from Nuigsut

é4 to Canada, and vice versa, SO .....

45

46 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: You see, I -- the reason I'm asking
47guess partly is that -- I mean, I know the Board will want to
¥fow not only what people did, but what they do, and then they
A8ve to weigh that. That's -- and then they're going to want
50
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to know both of those pieces of information. And in -- I have
8talked with Spir Pederson, because he's done some work in
Nuigsut about the harvest use patterns, but he thinks that what
Has been documented as use patterns have changed significantly
brom Nuigsut, because of Prudhoe Bay oil fields, in, you know,
§oing closer and closer to Nuigsut. So he thinks that what he
Has is not accurate.

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Barbara?

10

11 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: The other thing that you should

hAderstand, which I do like what I'm seeing here, if you guys
#3nt anything to be passed by the Federal Board, the other
pérson that goes through it is staff committee. You have to
t&quest -- you should request to go in front of the staff
témmittee, because whatever Dick Pospahala and his other staff
th@&mbers recommends, the Board will just blanket, and document
tBat as it. That's where you guys would have to ask if -- if
¥8u guys are going to work on muskox or anything, that's who
%06u guys would tackle first, the staff committee. And that's
#who they listen to. They really listen to Pat Reynolds,
B2cause when Kaktovik is -- requested that emergency order, I
BR8ard Pat Reynolds all the way from Kotzebue objecting,
ddamantly objecting for that emergency two weeks that Kaktovik
2Bquested. And it's only an emergency opening. The Kaktovik
Péople didn't want to go there and kill off all the muskox.
Rid then when we finally got down to it, it ended up with a
gota of two, and that's the kind of things that you need to
28alize, to check out. And whenever your requesting anything,
F0think you guys should start with the staff committee, and
Bhen you should -- because the Board will listen to the staff
@2mmittee. And you guys have the power to do it. Thank you.
33

34 MR. C. BROWER: I just have one comment, .....

35

36 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

37

38 MR. C. BROWER: ..... Mr. Chairman. You know, let me
B8ke a sample here. Take the bowhead, for instance. The local
péople here has been telling these scientists and people with
dégrees that they -- there's more than 2,000 whales and they go

dAderneath the ice, break the ice and breath. And it's common
¥Bowledge. And after how many million dollars worth of
gpending of scientific study, they finally come and say, "Oh,
¢6u're right. You were right." $200 million worth of work
46ter, and that's where this C & T determination is going to
édme into. Just to determine that we have C & T, they're going
48 have to spend so many million dollars, so many dollars just
40 determine that we have C & T, and they don't -- and our
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traditional knowledge is not taken, because either we don't
Bave the degree, we don't have a master's, we don't have
Bothing in black and white. All we say is on verbal. And
that's what I'm coming under C & T determination, that they're
oing to go through the same process and finally determine ten,
65 years later, "Oh, you were right. My God. We're broke."
Tet's do it, and so -- thank you.

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right, Charlie. Helen, do

12 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I don't have anything to say. I

15 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Nothing else?

17 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Not after that one, that was a good
tBmment.

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Yeah, we'll be discussing the
fliskox a little further on in our agenda, so I'll call for a
£8n-minute break under Gordon's orders.

23

24 UNIDENTIFIED: Thank you, Gordon.

25

26 (Off record)

27

28 (On record)

29

30 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Maybe we'll try and round up
Bhe other members from out in the hall or -- call our short
Bzeak back to order.

33

34 We just got done with another issue we'll probably

B&visit. We were asked to pay close attention to a Federal
Bégister that will be coming out in December, so we'll see what
BHe outcome of the C & T determinations are made at Kenai and
d8ound the Nenana area. We'll be watching that very closely.
39

40 The next item on the agenda here unless there's any
éther -- any other things that before we leave 10(b)? We'll
#wadve on to 10(c), designated hunter report. Tom Lohman was
43ing to be helping me with this, but he had other commitments
#lat were done before -- I mean, after the agenda was made,

86 .....

46

47 You have hopefully in your packets -- it's quite

48ngthy, I'll try and summarize it quite quickly, or try to
48mmarize it so most or all of us can understand what this
50
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important document is about. It's the designated hunter --
Zeport of the Designated Hunter Task Force. 1I'll give a brief
Summary on the report.

4

5 April -- this spring, April, 1994, the Federal
Bubsistence Board considered four proposals from various
Yegions in Alaska, and they were primarily from Southeast and
Bodiak/Aleutian Islands Regional Advisory Councils, requesting
flexibility in the Federal regulations to allow their qualified
hinters to harvest on behalf of others that weren't able to go
otit, so those four proposals were considered again in April.
ARAd these originated -- they -- when they first were originated
by the various different parts of Alaska, they were requested
hAder the State -- they were requested to adopt the State's
pboxy system into -- into what we're looking into now as the
Féderal regulations, but they were modified to provide for any
gidalified hunter to harvest deer and other wildlife on behalf
o8 others.

19

20 So the Board was concerned about the potential impacts
ph wildlife populations, and the lack of specific
ddministrative system for this wide-ranging application of the
d8signated hunter approach. So the Board asked the Office of
3dbsistence Management to work with the ten Regional Advisory
gbuncils, the State of Alaska, Department of Fish & Game, and
@ther Federal agencies to identify and review alternatives that
@wduld apply on all Federal public lands in the State.

28

29 So there were two meetings, one in July and one in
BQgust with the Advisory Council chairs, or their
Bépresentatives, from eight regions, the Alaska Department of
B2sh & Game, and five Federal agencies, and the Office of
S38bsistence Management staff met to go over this work that was
8#dered by the Federal Subsistence Board. The first meeting
was successful at airing key concerns and identifying four
Béjor options for further review on this subject of designated
3% or under the task force. So at the next meeting in July we
dBafted chapters defining options -- the options and the
38nditions under which they would be appropriate that were
d8veloped. At the August meeting, the draft report was
#éviewed and extensive additions and revisions were made. So
#His 1s the outcome of those additions and revisions during the
43ly and August meetings.

44

45 So the report of the Designated Hunter Task Force or
Pérmit Task Force will be distributed, as it is now, to the
#hEetings -- during our meeting here, so the report examines the
¥8rious options of managing -- or management by local
§8vernment ordinances, tribal management, community harvest
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limits, and a flexible designated hunter permit. The first two
@ptions, it was pointed out, requires significant changes,
Beaning the two options local government or local management
éption, and the tribal management option, would require
Significant changes with which the -- under the authorities of
the Board as established in the current regulations. So on the
gecond two options, the community harvest limit and the
8esignated hunter permit, fall within the existing regulatory
framework as exist now.

10

11 So again, if we were to adopt a local management or
13cal government management or tribal management, it would
f8quire significant changes. Although the local management and
t4ibal management options, number one and two, go beyond
tbrrent regulations, the Task Force recognized that these
dpproaches represent important aspirations for many Alaska
Ndtives and other rural residents.

18

19 In welcoming remarks at the August Task Force meeting,
Dflck Pospahala expressed appreciation for the convictions shown
2h the discussion, meaning the various agencies involved in it
8Rowed that it could work out in complex issues. He made a
28mmitment to pursue further clarification of this policy from
Wdshington, D.C. regarding the tribal management approach as it
@&s raised in the 1993 annual report of the Seward Peninsula

Régional Council, or Nome area, Unalakleet area. This
2Jarification will be provided at the winter meetings, so we'll
P8obably hear of that report, policy -- a clarification of

B8licy from D.C. probably in February meeting or so.

30

31 The reported is intended -- this report is intended to
PZovide guidelines for more detailed consideration of specific
PBoposals by the Regional Councils, meaning our Council here.
BAe Regional Council should not vote for preferred option among
Bhe four options presented. Rather, the Councils should use
Bbhe report as a guideline for developing proposals that would
B& appropriate for their regions, keeping in mind that the
E8cal management and tribal management options cannot be
}@plemented at this time.

40
41 So I'll go over this report real quick. Again, the
pZeamble and the four -- four options. I feel it's important

43 know that a lot of work was put into this, and I'll
gd4mmarize maybe each chapter.

45

46 The preamble, meaning what's -- what is the mission,
Wwhat is the objective, what is the meaning of a Designated
Bfinter Task Force?

49
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1 "Subsistence, a human right. As the old adage says,
2we are what we eat.' In the -- in the case of the indigenous
People of Alaska, or the Alaska Natives generically and
gdenerally to the people, Congress and Federal Government of the
Bnited of America, this is especially true. Why? Because the
éndigenous peoples of Alaska have been customarily and
fraditionally harvesting, processing, utilizing, consuming, and
Bharing with extended family, friends, and fellow community
Bembers indigenous, annually renewed natural resources since
tlme immemorial. Subsistence, in quote, to the dominant
Wéstern Society. Our indigenous, annually-renewed natural
t@sources are the energy sources which sustain and nourish us.
l1Barvesting, processing, consuming, storing and sharing these
ténewable resources are the skins, sinew, and bodkins with
which we daily sew the customs and traditions which become the
betwear of our culture and society. Regardless of what mere
%3rds on a piece of paper may say or mean as to which greedy
$8uls may temporarily claim to own the land which God renews in
18s seasons, our culture keeps us attuned to the very pulse of
260fe, and ever-grateful to the God of life for the provision of
8tich a bountiful living.

22

23 "We, the indigenous peoples of Alaska, along with the
2A4digenous peoples of the Lower 49 States and the indigenous
B&oples of the world over, hold our indigenous inherent rights
26 harvest indigenous renewable resources without outside
2fiterference; for example, subsistence rights is but one of our
28violable human rights."

29

30 And this was written by Sheldon Katchatag in August,
3dhd we wanted to make sure that the Federal agencies knew who
BHey were working with as far as trying to make regulations for
388r way of living since time immemorial. So that was very
Fdportant to make that -- to make it aware to the Federal
S3tbsistence Board, that subsistence is a human right.

36

37 And, again, the introduction on page four, five,
g8ickly, the Board, meaning the Federal Subsistence Board, in
BReir April meeting considered the proposals from Southeast
B8gional Council to authorize hunters to take wildlife on
B&half of others. So the proposals were initially worded to
421low residents disabled by age or physical handicaps to
d8signate other qualified subsistence users to take wildlife on
#Beir behalf. 1In the modified versions, the Southeast Regional
¢buncil extended the approach to authorize any subsistence user
#6siding in Management Units One through Five to designate
dflother qualified subsistence user from the same area to take
w8ldlife on their behalf. So they considered that in April.

49
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1 Again, another one from Kodiak, authorizing qualified
Zural to hunt deer for another.

3

4 The Board considered -- or expressed concern about --

bfrom these two regions could have serious implications on which
6- which required further examination, so therefore the Board
directed the working task force -- I mean, which became the
Besignated Task Force to look at this designated hunter to hunt
for somebody that cannot hunt any more for .....

10

11 This report describes, analyzes, and offers
t2@commendations on several alternative approaches to
d8thorizing hunters to take wildlife on behalf of others.

These chapters result from an extensive consultation and team
¥biting effort. Representatives of the Regional Councils, the
Féderal Interagency Staff Committee, the Federal agencies, and
tHe Alaska Department of Fish & Game met in July and also again

18 August.
19
20 So between those two meetings, we came up with four

ptions, one being local management option, you sSee on page
88ven, a tribal management option, these meaning how they would
m3nage the designated hunter if it was to be passed. Tribal
MAnagement option, community harvest option approach, and the
désignated hunters option approach. And there are some
dppendix and other information related to that fact.

27

28 So I'll go ahead and do the summary for each of the
@Ptions real quick. 1Is there any question so far on this?
30

31 So, working on the designated task force, we came up

w2th four options, or different committees had various options
83 look at, so Tom Lohman and myself and the people from the
Nérth Slope, I thank them very much, we worked on the local
B&nagement option section. Sheldon Katchatag and others worked
86 the tribal management option, and so on and so forth for the
3%her two options. Various different committees came up with
BBese, so .....

39

40 In summary, the local management option provides for
4dcal, sociopolitical bodies, such as the North Slope Borough
wduld be an example, or a city government, for the bodies to
#3nage the harvest of subsistence resources.

44

45 The local management option provides for a management
g§¢9stem which could be tailored to meet local customs,
#¥aditions, and conditions including the harvesting of
#8sources for others.

49
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1 Tt most likely proves successful in communities and/or
dreas that are socially, politically and culturally
Bomogeneous.

4

5 The local management option most likely prove
guccessful in communities and/or areas with governmental
infrastructures already in place, like -- like I was saying,
Borth Slope Borough or those other villages that have the
governmental infrastructures in place.

10

11 Most likely prove successful in communities and/or
dZ2eas that have some experience in self-regulation of
$83bsistence harvest.

14

15 And, again, the local management option would most
lokely prove successful in communities and/or areas where
$%ocks of species are contained within the geographic region or
t8gulatory control.

19

20 In there they have different scenarios, will it work
Pdr communities fewer than 400? More than 400 to 1,000? Or
@211 this management work for areas that have communities more
£Ban 1,000 residents? Again, in summary, it would most likely
B#ove successful in the local political bodies were in place.
25

26 Tribal management option. I'll go over the summary on
2His. Again, they gave a scenario, will this work in
28mmunities with 400 or less, like in Lime Village or Kaktovik?
2Will it work to 400 to 1,000 people, like maybe Point Hope,
B6rt Yukon, Glennallen, and also 1,000 residents or more, like
3itka and Barrow.

32

33 I know I'm kind of going over this real quick light. I
wdnted to go over the summary of each option, so it will give
35 an idea of what this management option may -- may provide.
36

37 Again, tribal management option provides for local
B8ibal bodies to manage subsistence resources.

39

40 It could be tailored to meet local customs, traditions,

dhd conditions, including the harvest of resources for non-
BAfnters.

43

44 The tribal management option provides for hunters to
BAarvest subsistence resources which could be -- would be shared
woth the village.

47

48 The option may prove successful with tribal bodies that

H8ve some experience with self-regulation of subsistence
50
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harvests.

2

3 It may prove successful if area stocks of species are
édontained within the area of a tribal regulatory control.

5

6 The customary and traditional practices will determine
fhe nature in harvesting and sharing of resources.

8

9 And it will also could allow harvest monitoring by
t@ibal officials.

11

12 There were special situation questions and

tdnsiderations made on these tribal management option, and --
ddy questions on that option while we're there?

15

16 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

17

18 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

19

20 MR. C. BROWER: I have something to say. Whoever wrote

2his did a good work on their behalf to determine what is
d2signated hunter, community bag, self-management, local
B3dnagement and stuff like that, but to be recognized long
Béfore we were recognized as the tribal for IRA council, we
@W8re recognized in early -- if I'm write, in early '34,
gbmewhere around there, and that act gave us from the Federal
8%atus point to manage our own human resources, or natural
?28sources that are within our surrounding. And to make a
28port kind of advice us of going a direction, reading by these

$61ks, is overriding the act that was provided -- provided to
3% in early '34, where we are Federally-recognized tribes and
w28 have that option in our -- in that Act to have management

d8ntrol. And for someone to tell us to go this way is out of
Fdne. But whoever wrote these did their best to compromise

®#2th what -- what is their jobs. So that's all I wanted to
3ay.

37

38 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: That 1934 Act is the .....

39

40 MR. C. BROWER: When -- where all tribal .....

41

42 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... the Federally-recognized
#Bibes?

44

45 MR. C. BROWER: Yes. And in that they're recognized to
#énage their own resources.

47

48 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: That is one of the reasons why

#Pibal management option is in there. We did not want to lose
50
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that option to manage -- possibly manage our own resources, SO
2hat could be an option under that, what did you say, 1934 Act,
8r the IRA councils, or what that were, local borough.

4

5 MR. C. BROWER: And also, Mr. Chairman, to appoint a
@esignated hunter, it's quite obvious as an indigenous people
Zhroughout Alaska, we always have hunted for the people that
8an't go out and hunt no more. It's a common sense, it's our
Bustomary and traditional way of providing fresh food for the
é0derly, for the disabled, and who can't provide them for
themselves, you know, that has been on-going for as long as

¥2've lived. I mean, your Uncle Edward could .....

13

14 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Eddie? Edward?

15

16 MR. E. HOPSON: Well, I don't know, these are many
bBtions. And I have a question about are there any regions
tBat are -- that the management is under the tribal authority
2 whatever in the Native community in Alaska?

20

21 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, I think -- yeah.

22

23 MR. E. HOPSON: Are they managing their .....

24

25 MR. ITTA: Maybe .....

26

27 MR. E. HOPSON: ..... fish and game like that?

28

29 MR. ITTA: Maybe I can help our Chairman out, and
Bhat's a good question, and that's a good question. During the

Béetings with the Federal Subsistence Board, a lot of regions
®8ren't happy with the way this system got set up like it is
B3ght now. And they talked about just what you're saying.

88ow come we already have this right? How come we can't manage
Eb6cally?" And what the issue is right now is what's in place
36 what's in place. (In Inupiat) Just what you said, even
®#ith the ICS, the regional council, or the local government,
BHe North Slope Borough, or even more local to the local level.
3%In Inupiat) They're trying to look at all of those, and then
gdflart discussions on how best can we manage our own, the ones
#hat have been here, that live here, that live off the land,
A3w can we manage better and have control? I just wanted to
#h3dke that clarification. A lot of those concerns came up at
4le regional meeting to the Federal Subsistence Board along wit
4he Wildlife Service, the agencies we deal with on how come we
éé6n't, how come it's got to be this way, so I just wanted to
hdke that little bit of clarification, that now these are
éptions that are being discussed that are before us, and are
§8ing to continue to be before us, and hopefully we're going to
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et to a point where we will be able to manage and have the
duthority to be able to manage or co-manage our Own resources.
3(In Inupiat) And that's about the nuts and bolts of I think,
Benton?

5

6 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yep. Exactly. But to .....

7

8 MR. C. BROWER: Now, Mr. Chairman .....

9

10 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: ..... answer Edward's question, I
think in Lime Village or -- there's a caribou management -- who
182 that run by? Can somebody answer?

13

14 MR. C. BROWER: Lime Village is -- Venetie is a
t&servation and they have their own tribal .....

16

17 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: No, there was one over by Seward
P&8ninsula. Could -- Jim or -- Elim?

19

20 MR. H. BROWER: Oh, Elim, yeah.

21

22 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The caribou, the Kobuk, is that what
Y3u're talking about?

24

25 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Kilbuck, yeah.

26

27 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Kilbuck, yeah.

28

29 MR. KURTH: Kilbuck is .....

30

31 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It's in Unit 18.

32

33 MR. KURTH: Yeah. And that's a little bit different.

BhAere basically we've got a cooperative management group that
¥6rk with the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Alaska
Bépartment of Fish & Game, and we all will plan together on how
BHat -- that herd would be managed, set targets of what numbers
®#8uld be killed, and then we decided there, and in a couple
8Bher places, that the villages decided how to divide up the
BBrvest by themselves. We didn't say this village gets this
#hdny. They decided how to do that. We've done that, too, in
#He Nushagak caribou herd down by Dillingham. We'wve got
d83other cooperative management group that basically sits down
#4gether and writes a plan on how the resource should be
#anaged. People from the village are part of writing it, and
4bhey have a big role in making those decisions.

47

48 And I think that's the thrust of a lot of this is we
491 know there's a lot of laws that maybe I don't understand
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too much that constrain how we go through the steps, but the
goal is to make sure that the people in the villages who use
Bhe resource have a lot of say on how the seasons and the
éustoms and traditions are accommodated, and I think Fenton
Worked very hard on this group, and I think that was the
6verriding theme, is how can we allow for the custom and
fradition of sharing resources in the villages, knowing now
8hat our regulations constrain that. How do we get to a point,
adnd that's why we've asked you folks for help.

10
11 MR. E. HOPSON: All right. The reason why I raised the
Glestion is we people on the -- on the North Slope, we talked

dBout the tribal governments which are either IRA or we talk
dbout the native villages in each community, and maybe we have
$bme -- some villages on the North Slope that are capable of
téking over the management in their -- in the community, but
¥&'re talking about being in the North Slope, being resident of
tBe North Slope, we are -- we have a pretty well established
f9sh and game boards within the North Slope Borough, but if we
28ave it as it, because it is well organized, rather than say,
Rére, Barrow, you be, in Inupiat community of the -- of the
RZctic, which is IRA, or Native Village of Barrow.

23

24 Is there anything that we could be missing as far as
26gulation go, like this subject we're talking about? He goes
@6t and take caribou for me, because I'm disabled. Are we
gding to be barred from doing that if we were to take over the
B8nagement or co-management with the Fish & Game? Is that --
dPe we going to be prohibited from doing that as -- because of
38(4r co-management with Fish & Game is with the municipality and
Nbrth Slope Borough? That's my question.

32
33 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. I don't think so, Edward.
BAe -- that's what the various options come up for, to -- each

B8gion or each region will have different options for maybe a
g@ébmmunity harvest for sheep. Right now it's a designated

Bénter. And if the Borough were to take it over, they -- they
38uld follow the .....

39

40 MR. E. HOPSON: Well, you can make —-- the Borough can

ke use of a lot of the home rule charter, that .....
42

43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Right.

44

45 MR. E. HOPSON: ..... that is.

46

477 CHATRMAN REXFORD: It would probably be more -- a lot
#8re flexible .....

49
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1 MR. E. HOPSON: Yeah.

2

3 CHATRMAN REXFORD: ..... than the .....

4

5 MR. E. HOPSON: The North Slope Borough is also --
6éught to be in -- in that charter. The reason why .....

7

8 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, right now they're saying that
Bhe .....

10

11 MR. E. HOPSON: The reason why I'm mentioning all this
18 because unless -- unless the Inupiat Community of the Arctic

®3 the Native Village of Barrow, here I'm talking about Barrow,
hAless they are fully organized with staff and all of that, you
khow, where they can have all kinds of meetings to become -- to
bé part of the management team, with co-management, or take
bV¥er the management. If they were able, that's fine, but I
tBink presently until we see that some of these options that
dPe available in Barrow, I think we have to stick with the
RO6rth Slope Borough management Fish & Game committee.

21

22 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

23

24 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

25

26 MR. UPICKSON: Co-Chair. Why are the local and tribal
Rdnagement options not within the regulatory framework of the
@8y the Board is designed? Why -- why is it not within the

28gulatory framework now? These first two options, the local
3d the tribal government management options?

31

32 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, that's a -- I couldn't answer
BBat. Charlie?

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman, I can say something. You

Bbow, you're Federally recognized. You have the same option
3fld same power and same regulations as the Federal Government
B8ve, where you're recognized to initiate the same amount of
d8rections for management on your resources, but due to some

dfifficulties, the Federal Government is trying -- has overrided
4he tribal laws and IRA councils where within their -- within
#Heir right, their -- that's their option?

43

44 MR. E. HOPSON: Mr. Chairman?

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

47

48 MR. E. HOPSON: You have one question behind you back
4Bere.
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CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Jim?

MR. KURTH: She's asking me to get by a mike. For
hose of you .....

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yes.

OO Joyen Wb

MR. KURTH: ..... who didn't know me before, I used to
b& the Deputy Assistant Regional Director for Subsistence, Dick
Pbspahala's deputy. I don't do that any more, but I still

t@member some answers. I'm not an Indian lawyer -- do you need
h8 up there?

14

15 COURT REPORTER: I'd prefer it, so we have a better
t6anscript that way.

17

18 MR. KURTH: I thought I would just real briefly though

t811 you why the Board has some problems with these two
Pptions, and it's not that they don't think that the concepts
Rave merit, but there are legal questions there that the
B2ard's wrestling with. And let me try and explain them very

giickly.

24

25 The United States recognizes the tribes in Alaska as
86vereign tribes. That's just flat out regulation. We do
?2&cognize them as having sovereign powers. But generally the

aBility of a tribe to regulate fish and wildlife is limited to
@what they call in law Indian country lands, which in the Lower
368 is pretty easy to understand. It's -- it's reservation
B&nds, or sometimes other lands where there's a treaty. Well,
321 of you know better than I that Alaska is different, and the
w38y that the Native Claims Settlement Act laid things out
8#eated corporations, and to date there is a legal argument
gbing on in the courts on whether or not lands owned by Alaska
Bétives are Indian country. And generally it's been the
Pdsition of the United States that corporation land, for
8Rample, 1s not Indian country, though -- therefore, even
BRAough tribes are sovereign, they don't have the power to
#8gulate fish and wildlife on those lands.

41

42 Now, please understand, I'm not here to defend that.
43m just going to tell you that that's been a legal
dAterpretation that's been given to the Board, and so for
4bibes to regulate that, there would have to be, one, a court
décision that says tribes can, or some new legal opinion from
4He high powers in Washington.

48

49 Likewise, the same thing would hold true for another
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form of government besides a tribe, and generally the laws in
Phe United States say that the states are given the
Besponsibilities for management of fish and wildlife within the
B8tate. ©Now, the Federal Government on Federal lands retain
5ome powers, but generally the Constitution of the United
Btates allows for states to manage fish and wildlife, and it
Would be something that the State would have to decide to do to
§ield that authority to someone else, and to my knowledge,
Aowhere in the United States has a state given the power to
t8gulate resident fish and game to anyone other than the state
itself.

12

13 And so those are the two things that the Board sees as
tdadblocks. They're legal arguments, and I'm not here to be a
lawyer for you. I just felt that maybe you would like to hear
a6little bit of that explanation. There -- you can challenge
1% or not agree with it, but there is a reason, and that's what
i8 is, so .....

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Jim. Eddie?

21

22 MR. E. HOPSON: I can see -- I understand a little bit
38 all of the different agencies. I -- I wish I can -- I'm

géing to say something here, and I don't want to offend
dbhybody, because I'm going to be mentioning people that are
2épresenting different agencies.

27

28 If the Federal Government, the State of Alaska,
®W91dlife Refuge, BLM, and all those agencies would turn all the
B@nagement over to the native communities so we can run it
3lirselves, there's no hassle. We can do it. But as long as
321 these agencies involved, BLM, Federal Government, State of
BARaska, Fish & Game Board, the different Federal and State all
Fdvolved say you cannot do things over here, you can only do
Bhis over here, you cannot do that over here, we -- this is
what we're fighting all the time, you know, to free up some of
38lir -- some of our subsistence or native way of life. We will
38 we're going to have -- I wish there were a lot of meetings
E9ke that, so we can straighten things out. But the Federal
G6vernment, and the State of Alaska and four or five different
ddencies of Federal involving land and -- and fish and game,
#He same with the State of Alaska, they're all spending money
43 take care of management, that I think we can successfully
#44n ourselves if it was given to us. You same Federal
Gbvernment money, four or five different agencies that are
dfvolved, you forget about us. You don't spend money on trying
43 tell us what to do with our resources. State and Federal,
481 the agencies. Look at all the millions and billions of
d8llars you're going to save I'm sure, but I think we are now
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tapable of managing. If you give it to us, we'll find in -- on
£he North Slope, we find the right agency, so we have one
gdontrolling management agency for the -- for all the North
glope.

5

o It's —-- it's painful sometimes, but like I've said, I

Believe in management of resources, whether it's animal or
8nything that grows on the ground. The mammal, the fish, and

811 the resources. I believe in management of all of those
plloperly. We have to save them for .....

11

12 I don't -- I don't never, ever fight back whenever --
#%Ben somebody imposes, that is that have the authority to
l#ipose closed season on some of the games that are -- that our
péople eating or whatever. 1I'm like that. Because they are
déing it for us.

17

18 So what I'm saying is, as long as everybody's involved,

jA@st talk about the North Slope, BLM, industry, Federal
@bvernment, Fish & Game, Bureau of Land Management, and
g¥erybody concerned, are very much involved in trying to
228gulate our subsistence lifestyle. Let's think about it. I
RBow -- I know after this meeting we're not going to see any
Rére of you people. We welcome you for -- for all your -- all
2he work that's been done, and I think the North Slope people
Phrough Eskimo Whaling Commission has proved that whatever they
did as far as whaling when it was banned, was very proper and
28 and something that was saved through the efforts of Eskimo
®WBaling Commission and the North Slope Borough and all those
Péople involved.

31

32 So the thing is, 1it's hard, it's very painful for me
38metimes, how the regulations are made, closed seasons and
8gen seasons for many, many of our people, so I hope that we
3an come to some -- some agreement to say that this is the
P6oper way to manage our resources, wherever we are, wherever
BHe -- not only the fish and game, but all the other resources,
BBe o0il that is available, and it hurts sometimes.

39

40 Open up -- open up lease sale, where it's very
diangerous out in the deep waters and a lot of ice, and all of
4Bat. They have a -- you have an accident out there with a
w811, a blow-out in the ocean, I don't have to tell you how
#dch resource we're going to lose. In the whale migration
pattern, off shore is very dangerous. I wish I could -- we
woéuld be able to tell the -- those people that are selling
42ase sale to stay on mainland, unless you need to go off
4Bore, where it's safe. I think it's safer to do oil
éQploration and development on mainland, where you can prevent
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it better. There is a lot of technology according to all of
£hat, prevention from blow-out from all of that already in

8xistence, but the o0il companies still admits we -- we develop
#echnology as we go. That means there is no technology to
&lean up ocean, the Chukchi Sea, the Beaufort Sea in case of a
wintertime blow-out. There's no way that they can clean up
inder ice in case of that. That means what are we losing? All
8he sea mammal, the fish, whatever swims in Chukchi Sea and
Beaufort Sea. Thank you.

10

11 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Eddie. It's 5:00
®2clock. I think we need to finish this very important topic,
a8d I want to find out -- or see what the consensus is on an
é¢ening meeting. I don't see any smiling faces on an evening
h&eting. They look kind of grim for evening meeting I guess.
Méybe that might be out of the -- out of the question, so .....
17

18 MR. H. BROWER: Defer it until next meeting.

19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: So it looks like the -- it

définitely looks like no evening meeting tonight, so maybe --
@211, what is the wish of the Board, to continue tomorrow on
2Bis topic, or should I hear you say to table this until the
Aaéxt --? No?

25

26 MR. H. BROWER: No.

27

28 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

29

30 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

31

32 MR. UPICKSON: The -- this report from the task force

d38me up with options. We can't vote for the ones we prefer,
B4t if we give them guidelines on how to develop proposals for

38br region, for Region Ten, for the -- the report, .....

36

37 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

38

39 MR. UPICKSON: ..... the bottom line is that we can't
¥0te for the ones we prefer, but we can develop proposals as
dpplicable for our -- develop proposals for our region.

42

43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

44

45 MR. UPICKSON: That we can do. Not any of these -- we
één't say we prefer this or we prefer that, but we can develop
pr¥oposals for our region, until we -- until they get those task
f8rce can solve it, so .....

49
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1 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Right. Yeah, it would be .....

2

3 MR. UPICKSON: ..... but we can develop proposals for
éur region.

5

6 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, it will be like for instance
Hunting for somebody else, you know.

8

9 MR. UPICKSON: Uh-huh.

10

11 UNIDENTIFIED: Mr. Chair?

12

13 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Barbara? All right, Helen.

M4. Armstrong.

15

16 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I Jjust -- I had one thing I was Jjust

§ding to add, that I didn't know whether everybody knew this or
h8t, maybe they do, but Taqulik was telling me about this, that

tBe -- that the North Slope Borough has established three, or
28 is four harvest monitors that they're doing?

21

22 MS. OPIE: We have funding to pay our people in part
£3me in the villages.

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And I -- it's my understanding it's
dhly —-- it's not in all the villages yet, but you were going to
8%art with just a few villages, is that right?

28

29 MR. C. BROWER: No, we're going to start with the whole
N6rth Slope.

31

32 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: The whole North Slope, but -- and

BBen what I was going to say 1is that that would fit very nicely
34to some of these, would require somebody to record, like if
$6u did a community bag limit, harvest limit, that you -- would
Bégquire you to record how many -- how many people were getting.
3EZnd so that that would tie in real nicely with a system you
38ready have in place, which is an advantage you have over
3Bher places in the State where they're going to have to figure

40t some way of doing that. And so that -- you know, I'm -- in
dllot of ways you're going to -- it will be easier for you to
ddplement something when you do put -- when you put forth a

pBoposal, if you put one to the Board, you can say that we
ddready have this in place with the North Slope Borough of
Baving this harvest recorder, you know, recognized.

46

477 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

48

49 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I just wanted to make that point.
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CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right.
MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

OJoyurdbd WN

MR. ITTA: If I can comment continuation of our
Bleeting, we had originally scheduled two days, and I know some
péople got to leave in the morning, and then some have to go on
td Wainwright here, too, but I'd suggest that we go ahead and
tdntinue with our agenda tomorrow morning and try to finish up
43 soon as we can here this evening, and I would so move.

14

15 UNIDENTIFIED: Second.
16
17 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman, what your co-chair said,

%8 followed our agenda, we're coming to proposals, and we're
tOming to the proposal form, and I believe that would fall in
2flne with what we can do as a board. And I think your
gb-chair's suggestion that we continue with our agenda tonight

Rds merit, because a lot of the people here cannot -- cannot
m3ke it tomorrow.

24

25 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Right. Okay. All right. That's

fone with me. I know I wanted to thank those folks that made
an effort to come over here, and we want to invite them an
dPpportunity to finish business here, and also make
BPesentations to our Council, I'm ready for a meeting tonight
38 -- I think these are important, and Edward has a good
8liggestion there. And it's been moved and seconded. Any other
d2scussions on that?

33

34 MR. ITTA: Call for the question.

35

36 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. The question's called. All
3# favor of continuing -- or having a recess and continue this

88%ening, go with our agenda, signify by saying aye?
39

40 IN UNISON: Aye.

41

42 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Those opposed?
43

44 (No opposing responses)

45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: So we'll -- we'll be back, try and
42t back here at 7:00.

48

49 (Off record)
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(On record)

SN

CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Joint meeting of the North Slope
Pish & Game Management Committee, and the North Slope
Bubsistence Regional Advisory Council to order. Good evening,
gverybody. I want to express my thanks and gratitude again for
gour efforts to come to our meeting, a meeting to try and take
@are of some of the issues that are before us, and we were
t8lking on the -- talking about the Designated Hunter Task
Fbrce, and there were some questions regarding Charlie's
Glestion and Eddie's question, why one has the jurisdiction
bd¥er the other, and that question is being sent -- was sent to
WAshington, D.C., and we should hear something back in our
Fé&bruary meeting on that issue, so as far as the tribal
hénagement option is concerned, and I'm sure that the local
th@dnagement probably follows along with that, as reported in
tBis update of the Designated Hunter Task Force summary. So as
WBere we stopped was at the tribal management, and there were
2o more options to look at.

21

22 Was there anything else under these two before we move
8 to the community harvest option and the designated hunter
pption? Any -- if not, I'll go ahead and go over the summary
3% the community harvest option, which is page -- found on page
26 .....

27

28 MR. UPICKSON: In?

29

30 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: 1In this -- in this Designated Hunter

Bask Force report. Yeah, that one right there. Page 24 is the
S8#mmary of the community harvest option.

33

34 Provides for hunters to harvest subsistence resources
Bhat are shared.

36

37 Provides for allocations based on subsistence studies,

p8rmit data, and/or consultation with the Regional Advisory
B8uncil.

40

41 Allows customary and traditional practices to influence
#He manner in which resources are harvested and shared.

43

44 Allows harvest monitoring to be done by a community
é5ficial.

46

477 Would be most successful on -- in non-road connected
é8lturally and socially homogenous communities with less than
400 people.
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1

2 Would be difficult, but perhaps possible, in
gommunities with 400 to 1,000 residents.

4

5 Would be practical -- impractical for communities with
more than 1,000 residents.

7

8 And it is applicable to situations when the harvestable

Surplus must be allocated between subsistence users.

10

11 So, again, these -- this option was -- had various
$2enarios and they had community characteristics where this
t8mmunity harvest option worked for communities with fewer than
480, more than 400 to 1,000, and 1,000 residents or more, can
this option work for those types of communities. So in between
that, on page 20 they're saying that the -- for smaller
t@dmmunities that this option could work, and for those over
183000 it would be -- would be impractical, so there's room for
dPguments on that scenario, too, so .....

20

21 Again, they had resource characteristics, what would
Rdppen if the community -- if the harvestable totals were
23mited. It would -- it would allow for rationing resources if
Phe resources were low. The option would work with deer,
2adribou, moose, and other species, so that could work good.

26

277 So, anyway Kaktovik was -- they presented a proposal
£8r community harvest, I'll use this as an example. Kaktovik,
2fstomary, traditionally had a community harvest altogether (In

FfAupiat) .
31
32 I want to pause for a moment and welcome our friend
fB8om Anaktuvuk Pass.
34
35 MR. C. BROWER: Wait, all together, one -- no.
36
37 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: So, Ben Hopson is from Anaktuvuk
B8ss, and I'm glad you made it here, Ben, so .....
39
40 MR. B. HOPSON: Yeah. Well, the weather kind of held
Bhé up.
42
43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.
44
45 MR. B. HOPSON: Been days up there.
46
47 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Well, we're glad you could make it.
4e're in the -- in our agenda, we're on 10(A).
49
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1 UNIDENTIFTIED: 10 (E) . 10(C).

2

3 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: 10(C), Designated hunter Report.
Quickly, this designated hunter was -- report was presented by
the task force of various Federal agencies, State agencies and
the Regional Chairs, and/or representatives. So we're at this
Point of community harvest option.

8

9 I was just going to bring out that the Village of
K@ktovik wanted -- or the Community of Kaktovik wanted -- had

téquested a community harvest for sheep, because traditionally
tRey go out hunting together in a group. And this has been
§3ing on for years and years, and still going on today, that
hAder the present regulations, we as a community hunters are
bbeaking the rules right, you know, from day one, so when they
théke the rules and regulations, because the way we hunted, our
&?oup, however many they are, brought all the sheep they get
t8gether and put it in a pile, and even if one guy didn't catch
&49sheep or anything, he would have equally like everybody else,
6u know, bring home for Thanksgiving and -- and Christmas.

Rhd this is the option that our community wanted to use for
8Reep, 'cause we hunted in a group as a community, for our
28mmunity for Thanksgiving and/or Christmas celebration.

24

25 So for some areas or some communities would prefer this
ption, and I know Kaktovik will be requesting in the near
fUiture this option for sheep hunting, rather than present day
28's a designated hunter, which is the next option right now

2Rat we'll look at. Today's regulation we are under designated
Blnter for sheep.

31

32 So in summary, I'm just using that as a real example,

BBat Kaktovik will go forth for sheep regulation using the
@émmunity harvest option. Because you'll see some restrictions
d8Gain in designated hunter for sheep.

36
37 So the next option is designated hunters option, or
Binters. This -- again, the State have regulations, tried a

BPoxy. They call it proxy hunting, and I think not more than
88% of those permits went to Fairbanks and Anchorage, because
wé did not know about proxy hunting regulations in the
édmmunities, which is a fairly new regulation, so this is

d8other, our final option. One of the four, to hunt -- to
Hd4ve somebody hunt for those that cannot hunt, that are
ébderly, disabled, or unable to go out and get -- to harvest
whldlife.

47

48 So this option enables one hunter to harvest wildlife

£8r one or more other qualified subsistence users who have the
50
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dppropriate licenses, tags and permits, but who do not wish to
Rarvest for themselves or wish assistance with harvesting their
Subsistence resources.

4

5 The designated hunter option addresses the subsistence
heed for efficient hunting practices, so -- and we give the
Background on that. The option enables a person designated by
ualified subsistence user to harvest wildlife consistent with
Provision of the tags, licenses and permits by non-harvesting
$Qbsistence user. Providing this opportunity for qualified
fiiral residents users to obtain subsistence resources without
h@rvesting the resources themselves will facilitate the
t8stomary and traditional use of wildlife for sustenance,
bdrtering, and for the continuation of traditional ceremonies.
15

16 The hunters must .....

17

18 MR. H. HOPSON: Fenton, excuse me .....

19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

21

22 MR. H. HOPSON: ..... for interruption. I know you're
28ading from the -- from the pages here, but I can't keep up
@wdth you. Where are you at now?

25

26 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: I'm at, I'm sorry, I'm at page 25,
PHe first page of the designated hunter.

28

29 MR. E. HOPSON: Oh, okay. Thanks.

30

31 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: So, if I'm going too fast, just let
B2 know if you can't understand or just speak up. (In Inupiat)

3Be want everyone to understand these various options and to
Bd4ke home with them or come up with proposals to use a couple
385 these options to hunt for somebody that can't.

36

37 So, again, they must have licenses, be a resident of a
Bral Alaska community as defined by a certain regulations
BRere. Must have tags and permits on the person and so on and
80 forth. So they kind of in essence write -- write out the
Yarious things that must happen if this option is to be used.
42

43 Again, the different scenarios on page 27 where this
éption, designated hunter options work for residents or
ébmmunities with fewer than 400, with four to 1,000, and/or
#ére than 1,000. So with.....

47

48 I think going over the summary will help us again,
whRich is on page 32, will give us a summary of this option.

50
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1

2 This option, designated hunter option provides for
Gualified rural resident hunters to harvest subsistence
#esources for other subsistence users.

5

6 Both hunter and non-hunting subsistence users must
@btain licenses and required tags and permits.

8

9 To designate a hunter, the person to whom the tags and

pérmits were originally issued must print their name, sign,
dlate, give the name of their community or area of residence,
afd enter the number of their current valid hunting license on
@3ch tag and permit. So you can see there's things that we'd
14 need to be done to work on this option.

15

16 Tags and permits can be distributed among designated
hiinters.

18

19 By using the existing -- by using existing license,

£8gs, and permits, no additional administration, or harvest
Abdnitoring is required.

22

23 Option is not affected by community size or character.
24

25 Option will work with any species of animal.

26

277 Option will not accommodate party hunting.

28

29 So .....

30

31 MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

32

33 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: I have a question. The outlines that
Béve been written here as a designated hunter, must be -- must

Bdve a valid hunting license and qualified residence, and must
dB8sure that they have the tags and permits for some of the
Béople they're going to hunt for. Now, with the State law,
éfice you're what, 55? Once you're 55 you're not -- 59? You
édn't have a state license, or you're eligible hunter?

42

43 MR. CARROLL: 60 years.

ié MR. C. BROWER: 59, 60? Or 607

jg MR. CARROLL: Yeah.

g% MR. C. BROWER: When you're 60 years old, you don't
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theed a license, right?

2

3 MR. CARROLL: Well, you have to have a license, but you
det a permanent license.

5

6 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. Right. What I'm trying to get
is most of the folks that we go out and hunt for, the elderly,
8oesn't really go for a license, and if I'm -- if I'm out there

8nd I'm caught, and I have 45 caribou, and one license and one
pérmit, but I'm hunting for so many elders, what are my chances
of -- that's a question that I would come up to the task force
I2guess. What are the options I would be having if I -- if
tBey say I'm not complying with the regulations?

14

15 CHATRMAN REXFORD: If the elderly doesn't have a
lecense or number or tags? I think Geoff was saying that they
thiist have a license to get those permits and tags.

18

19 MR. C. BROWER: But once you're 60, .....

20

21 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: I think there's a lifetime license
AlAmber issued, isn't there? Ed? Eddie, do you have a real
g238mple of what they ..... ?

24

25 MR. E. HOPSON: Yeah, it reads that -- it's got my name

@A it, my address, "this person named above has certified that
Bé or she is 60 years of age or older, and has been a resident

38 Alaska for one year or more. The bearer's personal
d8scription," and then my birth date and all that. I've had
BRis since 1990. I mean, I could have had it before, but .....
31

32 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. Now, what I would say .....

33

34 MR. E. HOPSON: I was 60 years old a long time ago.

35

36 MR. C. BROWER: What I was saying, some of them, most
8% the elderly would not .....

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. Yeah. Do not have those.

40

41 MR. C. BROWER: ..... would not have applied for these
dRder some circumstances. You know that. And -- but at the
43me time we go out and hunt for them. I know there's -- you

¥dow, for compliance we have to have their permit.
45

46 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: That would be an administrative, I
#hink administrative issue I think where .....

48

49 MR. C. BROWER: Well, that's just one other scenario
50
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that might come up, that we -- you know, we follow the
designated hunter. I can go out and hunt for anyone that I see
Won't be going out hunting, and give them my share, or the
gdhare.

5

o MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

7

8 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon. I'm sorry, Gordon.

9

10 MR. UPICKSON: Yes, I could see where he's coming from.

1%upposing that you were going out and hunt for an elderly
13dy, they're requiring the elderly lady to have a hunting
l13cense. Even though it doesn't cost anything, they're
féquiring something that normally doesn't happen in our

tbaditional and customary -- C & T.

16

17 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, I think it .....

18

19 MR. UPICKSON: We're requiring something of our elders

Phat is uncalled for. A native elder, a widow, for instance,
80 years old, and we go out and hunt for her, and she's --
28quire her to get a license? Holy cow, you know. A native
2Bat can't hunt?

gé CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. A good scenario, Charlie.

gg MR. C. BROWER: Do you want some more?

gg MS. H. ARMSTRONG: No.

gg CHATIRMAN REXFORD: I think we could work it out though.
32t could be worked out. Eddie?

gz MR. E. HOPSON: The very thing that focused on as

B&ntioning, is there a penalty for I to go out and provide some
86od for this 80-year old lady, she didn't have a license, she
ddn't have a license, am I in violation of some law when I --
WBen I'm providing some meat? And is there a penalty for that?
3% mean, if there is a penalty for that, I'm going to ignore
4Hat penalty and get penalized for helping the old lady out.

41

42 MR. CARROLL: Not under current regulations. Under the
édrrent regulations, you can go out and take your five caribou
d4day or whatever and give it to whoever you want. Under this
désignated, in the way it's written here.

46

477 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, it's -- Jim?

48

49 MR. KRUTH: That's -- the intent was only when -- like
50
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when Geoff said, if you take your five caribou and you share
2t, that's fine. But the point of all this was sometimes
Bive's not enough. Maybe there's a couple of elderly people
#hat you're going to provide for, and the whole idea was to
becognize that sometimes your own bag limit's not enough for
the sharing in the village, and how can we come up with
gomething that will work, allow you to catch more than just
gour limit when it needs to be shared. And so the notion is
#hat -- what would be a way that would work in order to, you
kflow, be able to catch more than just your limit.

11

12 MR. C. BROWER: Well, you know, I'm not going to
tsavel, 60, 70 miles and get my five -- limit of five and come
d41 the way back, transport them back, and go back another 60
hhles. That's a waste of time. Where the resources are there
*6thin my reach, I can get 35, 40, and at the same time when I
4@t home, I can distribute them to people I see that needs it,
b8t at the same time, for that purpose, I might be cited for
bd9er-hunting on a single hunt.

20

21 MR. KRUTH: That's really why the State came up with
PRis proxy permit that they have was to recognize that people
d3 go hunt for people that are elderly, and that people that
24n't hunt for themselves. But what we found from some of our
Ré&gional Councils was that the State's proxy permit wasn't
@wérking, that it required both people, even the handicapped
B@rson to go to an office and get a permit, and what our office
81t like was, well, rather than us trying to invent a new
Permit, why don't we ask the people that hunt what a better way
B8y be to administer this program. Nobody's against the idea
3% hunting for elders or hunting for someone that can't hunt
BBemselves, but how do you do that, you know, in a way that
88111 -- you can track and manage the resource.

34

35 MR. C. BROWER: But also you have those hot shot
®61dlife enforcement people that goes by the book and don't
3dre what regulations are going to. They -- they're -- they
®#811 insist right there that you're a violator, even though you
8%plain the procedure, not knowing and not having a permit from
#hBe elder, unable hunters, and not having no license required
£br that, and I am stopped, I'll probably get cited and take to
é2urt, unless I explain and explain and explain, and do
48mething. And that's where, you know, there's some problems
width the designated hunter. We know for a fact that some of
#he enforcement persons or whoever is out there patrolling have
4bhat instinct to go by the book, "this is all I'm going to go
By for," you know.

48

49 MR. KRUTH: I think the goal is to change the book that
50
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they go by so that .....
MR. C. BROWER: Yeah.
MR. KRUTH: ..... so that (indiscernible)

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah.

OO0 JdJo U W

MR. C. BROWER: But you may change the book, but you
dfin't going to change the person working for the Federal
Gdévernment. Once they go by the book, they'll go by the book.
130 .....

13

14 MR. UPICKSON: Mr. Chairman?

15

16 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

17

18 MR. UPICKSON: You say that this may be simply an
d@8ministrative problem, you know. If there's a way of wording

28 so the disabled person or the elderly or the widow can get
2dgs and permit so she can give it to a designated hunter
@w2thout having a license, that would solve the problem. If a
d3sabled person or the elderly person or the widow can get tags
86 a designated hunter would be required to have a license, but
8he wouldn't. She can designate a licensed hunter to do it for
Rér. It's administrative. I don't think the incentive is to
2flcur a hardship for the recipient.

28

29 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, that -- it is -- presently
®8're under a designated hunter in Kaktovik, and it is
ddministrative, I don't want to call it nightmare, but a burden
83r the U.S. .....

33

34 UNIDENTIFIED: It's a nightmare.

35

36 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... Fish and Wildlife to issue the
Bérmits or tags, because their offices are in Fairbanks, and
BHe users are in Barter Island, and it requires a lot of -- a
28t of work to -- administrative hours and -- and they may stay

4Here one or two days and, you know, we may need to have those
pérmits year-round, so an option here and an option there might
B able to fit it to a community where those license or tags
4Bat are required can be given to a hunter before -- I mean,
¢4u know, tribal -- we know who our elders are, and local
#61ks. When we get to the local level, we know who our elders
66 disabled people are, and I think that could alleviate the
A7ghtmares that are being tried by the various Federal
d48encies. And right now the designated hunter is a problem in
E8ktovik, maybe in other areas, to issue permits and tags. And
50
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if it was handled locally, that would be -- Eddie?

2

3 MR. E. HOPSON: Mr. Chairman, I think there's a lot of
gtuff. I grew up, my parents -- people were sharing in Barrow.
5I still do that. That's in the 19- -- late 20's and 30's.
£'m doing it. I'm giving away. I don't sell any fish or
Whatever I take. I'm giving it away for neighbors, relatives.
8

9 In making up the regulations, and all these
f8quirements are making -- I think it's just creating that we
dte going to violate the -- all these requirements. Tags and

pPrmits and whatever from disabled people. That's a lot of --
%Bat we're talking about is a lot of administration there
ddready that I won't even be able to take care of maybe. I'd
pbobably need a secretary to keep up with all the -- with all
the requirements, and whatever for subsistence uses, just to
b?¥ing a piece of meet to a neighbor, an elderly neighbor. So I
tBink if we leave all these requirements, let's -- let those of
18 that are going to share whatever we catch and take, we'll
28ke care of it without any hassle or requirements. "Oh, oh, I
Aded a -- she needs a permit. She needs to sign this paper,
add I've got to report this to the Fish & Game," and that type
38 thing. All I'm doing is to take a piece of meat to next
déor neighbor, an elderly lady.

25

26 So I think in the -- in the regulations and whatever
PHat we have to follow, I think especially for those that are
g8ving away, that have excess game, you know, it's -- there is
29 just like the gentleman back there said earlier, if you have
36 you might not have enough to share. I have enough to share
3811 the time, even though it's the last piece of caribou that
32ve got, 1if I need to -- if my next door neighbors need 1it,
33m going to distribute all of it equally, just like myself.
BAat regulation, they don't tell me, "That's not big enough to
dhstribute. Keep it for yourself.”" That's not the idea. So I
3think for some of those things that people responsible for
d%awing up regulations and guidelines that we need to follow as
&r as sharing, I think you better start thinking about
8@btracting some of them, put some that are necessary.

40

41 MR. BANE: Just kind of a short -- well, I was up --
w&ll, I can say 1t from here, but, you know, I lived up here
4dite a few years ago, but I went out and hunted with local
£#41ks, and as I recall, we were all designated hunters. When
#bu hunted with a crew, it didn't belong to you if you shot it,
46 belonged to the crew. And you separated -- you divided it.
47'm sure it's still worked that way. You just divided it up.
48t doesn't matter whether you shot it or the guy next to you
gBot it, everybody owned a piece of it. Everybody shared with
50
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it equally, and everybody gave it away. And if you shot four
@r five caribou, -- of course, in those days there wasn't any
Bimit, and you brought it home, you were always expected to
give at least some of that away. That's just the way things
Were done.

6

7 Maybe one of the things that needs to be done here is
ust document that very fact about that particular custom,
#hich is so prevalent here, and then see what you can come up

wth that will fit that -- that way of doing business.

%; MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

%2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Eddie?

%2 MR. ITTA: Under the current rules we live by, 1it's
¥@ry true. I share Eddie's concerns. Legally we're stuck or

%8're bound by five caribou a day. That's the legal limit, bag
19mit a day. And what we've been talking about here on the
26mmunity harvest option and the designated hunter options, are
8bme ways that we can reach where we're -- what -- the point
@W2're trying to get to, so that these rules and regulations
ddn't apply. Like, for instance, the way I understand
2émmunity harvest, if there is, like the Western Arctic caribou
Rérd is what, 450,000 strong now? If there was an allocation
@6 just so many thousand which will maintain the herd, and
Y3u're allowed to get so many, then those are distributed by
28mmunity, and then that way no individual would have a limit,
4Ad that's more in line with our customary and traditional use.
30

31 And this is part of what we're trying to get to, I
BRink, through -- through the -- through our function as an
ddvisory council. We need help to develop those, and I want
$4u to understand this, that our staff is the U.S. Fish and
Bhldlife Service. And we all know and have had opinions about
Bbhe Federal agencies that haven't helped us. They've hindered
3% over a lot of years, although some have had real good
88fort. There's still a big distance between the agency people
3Ad what we're trying to do, although it's coming closer
#6gether. And I agree, very strongly, when I was thinking back
4d what Eddie said, that all these agencies, all these millions
6% dollars, and they want to have their little thing. These
4dys want to have their little thing, their management, their
#ésponsibilities, and that's what this big meeting on -- that
d8veloped this was all about. I mean, there was just documents
611 about the concerns from the other Regional Councils
gimilar to what we're going through here right now.

48

49 And what I would suggest is that I think we need our

50
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bwn staff, that -- like we've done like on our own management
@n the whales. We've got the best lawyers, we got the best
Beople, and somehow bring it all together so that we live under
4 set of rules that are manageable for up here. That's what I
think. At least that's what I understand as part of our effort
that we're trying to do right here, working jointly together,

dnd I welcome all these ideas and whatnot. It's real good. I
8ike that. Koyana.

%O MR. C. BROWER: Mr. Chairman?

%é CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Charlie?

%2 MR. C. BROWER: In light of what Edward just stated

there, you know, we stated earlier either have a co-management
b6 cooperative effort. What I see here is a cooperative effort
bY¥ the Federal agencies writing down on black and white paper
%¥Bat is available as an option of regulations that would be

1fposed to us in the future. These are what is being -- 1is
Bé8ing done. 1It's a cooperative effort by the Wildlife agency,
Péderal agencies. This is what we're writing down. And you
@211 cooperate, we'll give it to you, do it.

23

24 The option has been given to us to make some additions,
£26 voice our own -- voice our own options, and if I'm going to
¥6ice my options, I'll -- I'd rather be there with the people

PHat are making these subsistence to us as a co-management, as
P8ople wanting to be there and have something set and being
d8ne, not after it's done, and, "Here, you take it." That's
Bhe wrong approach. And this is what's happening right now,
Fike I said earlier.

32

33 The folks that worked on this did a good job on making
d4presentation. But I will not fall for it, and I will not
B&ke it as a cooperative effort, and I will not take it like
Bhat. TI'll rather have some directions along with the same
P&ople that are making these options for us, because everything
BHat's been handed out to us has been done cooperatively by
d8fferent agencies. They do it, they give it to us, you do it,
49d this is how it's going to be done.

41

42 MR. ITTA: Just a clarification again, Charlie, and I
43 again, I don't want to give the impression that I whole-
Aéartedly agree with this, too. This was developed by all ten

#8gions .....
46
477 MR. C. BROWER: Right.
48
49 MR. ITTA: ..... of the Advisory Councils with our
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dtaff. And our staff for all regions has been the U.S.

Wildlife Service. So you can see our problem. But that's
Bhere we're at right now. This wasn't developed just by the
Bish and Wildlife Service. This was developed by all -- all

kinds of natives from all ten regions that had the very same
©6deas and thoughts that you're commenting about.

7

8 And they say, you know, the first two options aren't --
e can't even discuss them, they're not even a choice right now
they say.

11

12 MR. C. BROWER: That .....

13

14 MR. ITTA: That's what they're telling us.

15

16 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah.

17

18 MR. ITTA: These are legal barriers that somehow we've
48t to -- we've got to bulldoze our way through, and get what
@8 want. I Jjust want you to understand that.

21

22 MR. C. BROWER: Right. I understand that, Mr. Itta.
28's just -- from the start when all this thing started, the

Régional Councils and the vice chairs would recognize this not
£26 be handing to them to take these to terminations for these
Réople. We don't need it. And after going through some of it,
PHat's why I was real curious, you know, some more regulations
d8e being considered, and they're given to us as options. And
B8re options. And more regulations, and we don't need that.

30

31 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. 1I'll use a very true fact. A
B2Zue fact I will use as a sample. Sheep. Kaktovik had
B8quested again, a community harvest -- a community harvest

8ption, and we got designated hunter option, and these are
Bhles and regulations that we have to abide by. And the
P6esent regulation to catch sheep was one, and we were catching
30, 20, 60 as the official record for our community, and maybe
B®0 or three people got those 60. But right now we're under
d8signated hunter, we could get three. One guy could get
4Aree, and as a designated hunter get three more for another
pérson. That's still not enough. So in the future we'll go
dZter a community harvest option, which our community would
pBefer to try and abide by the rules and regulations. A
é4émmunity quota, a community option, our community harvest for

gdheep as an example. It might be -- it might be different for
Bérrow region. So I'll use -- just using that as a sample.
B&signated hunter is -- does not work right for Kaktovik. We
w8nt community harvest option.

49
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1 MR. C. BROWER: (In Inupiat)

2

3 MR. ITTA: I agree with that, Charlie, and you know
what we've been taught about following the laws, and working
within what we have right now, even though I -- I totally

@isagree with this. I totally disagree with how the Federal
Jubsistence Board was even put together by the Department of
8nterior without any input from us. And we -- we're looking
for help, too, and I -- you know, I wish we would just bulldoze
o0r way through all this stuff and do what we want to, but I
khow we can't. We've got to work within what we have, and I
d2ways go back to statements that have been said and that we
f3llowed. We've got to get the best people, and the best

b#ains altogether and -- and figure it out.

15

16 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. That's -- Gordon?

17

18 MR. UPICKSON: Yes, as the Regional Advisory Council,

#%8're funded X-amount of dollars, and Edward brought up a good
pO6int. It would help if we had our own staffs so we could put
2¥erything down in black and white and come to meetings with
PBe other ten, but we don't have the funding to have a staff of
8r own. We just -- we're trying to function as an advisory
2éuncil, and we're not funded. We don't have any funding for
25 to hire our own staff. Your own Regional Advisory Council
86tting right here, we don't have fundings to hire our own
8%aff. That's a stumbling block that Edward mention a while
a§o. It would help if we had our own funding so that we could

R9re staff. We'd have -- our motion would have more clout, but
®8're -- we're not funded. And Edward brought up that point,
®& don't -- it would help if we had our own staff, but we can't
32 we're not funded for it.

33

34 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: I'll kind of follow through starting

®#2th Eddie Hopson's opinions and concerns, and I'm really for
36 for turning the local management over to us, and we'll save
BHe Federal U.S. Government millions of dollars, and they
w8uldn't be this headache, if we could get over the stumbling
B%ock like Edward is saying, that they're saying in black and
white, however, we cannot use these options, and we could get
é¥Yer those. I wouldn't want to give up to see us lose our
43cal management, and we've got the tools. We have the
#w3npower, we have the resources, and it's stated in here that
§éme of these resources will work. As you see for those that
Aave the infrastructure, that have the governmental staffing in
place, and it would work best if local management, no

édoperative management, we manage, you cooperate. We want to
é8-manage. We want to be managers of our resources, and that
w8uld be a goal I think of all regional -- regional users.

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



130

Councils. So .....
2
3 Again, we will use this as a guideline. Okay? I don't

#hink there has to be a decision made to come up with
proposals, and Kaktovik will use this as a guideline to go over
& community harvest option rather than the designated hunter
@ption, 'cause -- at Kaktovik for sheep at least, we'll go for
8 community harvest. And try to get -- come up with the best
@ption to get our limit, to get more than what we -- more than
%hat is required under the present regulations anyway.

11

12 All Regional Council chairs know that these rules and
t8gulations do not comply -- or we do not hunt the way the
ftégulations say, or the regulations just weren't -- weren't
hé&ant for us. So that's where this community or this Council
dhd the committee here can use it as a tool to come up with
pZoposals that will fit.

18

19 Helen?

20

21 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I wanted to make a suggestion that
@hAen you come up -- when you come up with your proposal for

8Beep is that I think it would be helpful to us if you came up
@dth a number that you want instead of letting us, or having us
46 it, because then it will be a number you want and not
g8é6mething that we've created, and I know a couple of years ago
PHere was sort of a frustration about trying to get -- you
Rfiow, get to what that number was. Well, I think it was
d8tually Arctic Village was the one we were have the
B@ustration with.

31

32 And then the other thing I thought you might think
dBout is because the biologists in our office have had a
34éncern about overharvesting a certain area, that there would
B& with a community bag limit, so that's why they wouldn't give
36 they didn't give it last year, and I don't know if Steve
®duld want to -- Steve Kovach would want to add anything to
BBis, but because there was that concern of overharvesting a
38rtain area that they had, there was this fear, you know, if
#6u went in and took 60 from one drainage that it would be too
#iich of an overharvest, that you might give some thought to
d2ing like with the muskox of saying, "Well, we'll only take,
g3u know, 20 from here and 20 from there," or something like
d4hat.

45

46 And those are just ideas. I don't know if it's
§@dmething you'd want to do, but you might want to think about
48, because I know right now from having worked on this before,
#Bat that's the road block that we'll get from our biologists.
50
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1

2 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Is there .....

3

4 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Like Steve right over there.

5

6 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Harry, did you have your hand up?
7

8 MR. H. BROWER: No.

9

10 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I don't know if you'd want to have
13+ talk to Steve about that, too, because -- but he's the one
tHat has that concern.

13

14 MR. C. BROWER: You know, what -- the other option I
t&dn -- I could throw down is you can disregard the report and

h6e your tribal sovereignty which are being excluded and that
t@ be looked into. When you read back in here, tribes have
1Bherent power to make and enforce laws, to adjust their --
d@minister justice under the principal of Federal land Indian
28w, and its power may extend to the civil and criminal justice
d¥er individual corporations.

22

23 With this, under tribal sovereignty, we have the same,
4d4d it has been recognized already by our recent Secretary
R8air that this option of tribal powers that can -- we have the

g8éme, and that's why the Federal Government is asking us not to
230k at option one and two, because we have the same voice to
R&8nage our own resources.

29

30 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

31

32 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

33

34 MR. ITTA: 1In regard to that, when Fenton mentioned

Bhat we're going to get some answers sometime this winter, the
3&me Department, the same guy, Bruce Babbitt, who's head of the
Ifiterior, also heads the tribal and sovereignty issues, and
BBere are legal questions that are hanging over everything
B2ght now, and I think sometimes they're just using it as an
éficuse to kind of hold us back. But like I say, we don't have
éhr own attorneys, or we haven't got together yet enough to use
é6#ir own resources to really research this out and maybe even
d48e our Congressional delegation if we need to to use that

éption.
45
46 My main thing is I want local -- local control. I want
#Hat understood from the beginning, but I'm also trying to
é8nvey what I -- the way I've understood our present position
48 be at.
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1

2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. I'm glad we're talking about
B8his, and those scenarios and issues are the meat of the
problem, and I'm glad that it's being recorded so those that
bead maybe from the staff and maybe even the Federal
Bubsistence Board members who read a lot can see our concerns
dnd problems with even trying to come up with options or trying

8o -- trying to survive under the present regulations.

9

10 Anyway, I'll stop it at that. If there are any
dhestions or issues, I again want to ask Community of Kaktovik,
%2 -- as recommended, we'll use this as a guideline to come up
#3th something that will fit our Kaktovik areas. Use it anyway
fér sheep.

15

16 And I thank you guys for the input on this. Especially

I7want to reiterate what Eddie was saying about turning it back
b%er to us and I hope the Federal agencies take that serious.

IA other words, we -- we could do it. We can do it.

20

21 Any questions or comments on this -- on this report?

22

23 MR. C. BROWER: What's the deadline for -- to make some
B#oposals whether to go through these or give -- get some

@ptions or disregard the thing? Before the next Federal
R@visory Council meeting or the next .....

27

28 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Is there a schedule .....

29

30 MR. C. BROWER: ..... Federal Subsistence Board
Béeting?

32

33 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: ..... in here? I have one here
3émewhere.

35

36 MR. UPICKSON: Sometime in February.

37

38 MR. C. BROWER: Or do we have an option to say
838mething? Or make .....

40

41 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, there is -- there is a
g2hedule. Yes, there is a schedule. I think it's in your
4Bick packet?

44

45 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: For the next meeting, Charlie?
06 .....

47

48 MR. C. BROWER: No.

49
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1 MR. UPICKSON: And there is .....

2

3 MR. C. BROWER: Got that? Yeah, calendar of events,
geah Right here.

5

o MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Oh, okay, with that open window that
7've got on the calendar?

8

9 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, it's in -- it's in your thick
plcket, too. I don't know what page it is, but it's sort of --
$drt of there. 1It's from Willie Hensley wrote us a letter, or

t3@ interested parties were to read, and his memo is dated
$8ptember 21, and in there, Charlie, you'll see a schedule of
é¢¥ents, or a schedule that provides public a chance to submit
pboposals and to any person who is a resident of Alaska can
Gbmit a proposal to be acted on or -- and they'll look at
éVery proposal. Anybody that submits a proposal could .....
18

19 MR. ITTA: That would be the next subject.

20

21 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Okay. Anyway, it was Jjust
PB3inted out it will be on the next topic under the agenda.
28(d). It will be under 10(d), the proposals or the schedules.
24

25 But before we leave this designated hunter option or

2&sk force report, any final comments or concerns or any ideas
i it or anything? Eddie-?

28

29 MR. E. HOPSON: These options, sometimes I can --
dlways explain better in my own language. Most of you
ghderstand Inupiat.

32

33 (In Inupiat) that suits us -- suits us better, option
34n Inupiat). They say they had everybody involved in the
3bate of Alaska. The option that we chose is not going to work
®6th the people in Venetie and Arctic Village and down in the
Bliskokwim. We might be pretty close with the people in the
B8buk and the -- and the Kotzebue area. (In Inupiat) Options,
Ba8ny (In Inupiat) don't let that confuse us. You had that many
plges of options. We select -- we will be selecting an option
4hat works for us on all issues, our options. (In Inupiat)

42

43 But I'd like to emphasize one thing is we'd like to be
pdrt of the management, co-manage mean (In Inupiat). Whoever
45 managing in our area, we'll have to be part of that manage,
é6-manage (In Inupiat) resources (In Inupiat). Essentially
éptions on the whole point to who's going to rule or (In
Z8upiat). We have mentioned tribal government's mentioned,
88ate of Alaska, the Federal in the Federal lands and the State
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land. You and me. (In Inupiat) 1It's going to be a lengthy
Brocess for tribal governments to get themselves organized so
Bhey can take over something like this as a manager or a co-
lanagement. I think it will be a long time before they get set

bp with staff and any funding that they're going to -- that
they're going to need for all of that, so options (In Inupiat)
fhat are fitting for our location. (In Inupiat) options. (In
8nupiat) There are many options that fit -- that are fitting
fp here in our location on the North Slope. There are many
dPptions that are good for Southeast Alaska, the Interior, the
Weést Coast, and (In Inupiat). I think some (In Inupiat).

12

13 That's the thing I'd like to mention is to don't let

441 these many pages of options confuse you. We don't have to
35 we don't have to follow all of these, it's Jjust the ones

that fitting in our location that we're going to select. (In
TAupiat)

18

19 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: (In Inupiat), Eddie.

20

21 MR. C. BROWER: What -- Mr. Chair-?

22

23 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah. It's —-- Michael?

24

25 MR. PEDERSON: Just to let you guys know, I work with

86x of the Federally recognized tribes on the North Slope.

27ve just been made aware, and I'm working on developing a
BB8oposal under Title Eight of ANILCA to submit to the Secretary
38 Interior management regime for our fish and wildlife on
B8deral lands up here, which our tribes have in their areas.
Btoposals have been submitted by AVCP and TCP in the past, but
BHose proposals have been cut down, and the Secretary of
I8terior gave them some powers, limited -- limited powers. But
3d4st to let you know, I received information and I'm starting
86 work with the tribes on doing that.

36

37 I've attended some tribal council meetings on the North
38ope, and some of their concerns with management is that
BRere's too many people managing the game, so maybe what might
BBppen out of this, but I'm not expecting a whole lot of
éboperation between them, because of what they've done to other
d2eas in the State, but it might be a start.

43

44 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Mike.

45

46 MR. ITTA: Mr. Chair?

47

48 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Eddie?

49
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1 MR. ITTA: For your information, on the same packet
Phat we have there in the back, there's two appendixes.
Bppendix One, which is a draft from Sheldon Katchatag regarding
ANILCA, and the on page 50 is the policy, the Native American
Bolicy of the U.S. -- United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
6And in there it's got a lot of language and a lot of words
dbout sovereignty, conservation, government-to-government
Belationships, reservation lands, all those things. I think
Bhat's some good information. If you have time sometime to go
dtler those, and how they're going to work with us. They're
$lipposed to provide us technical assistance, enforcement,
pZofessional development, those kinds of things. I just point
tBat out, that that information is there on the policies of the
U4S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

15

16 MR. E. HOPSON: Mr. Chairman-?

17

18 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Thank you, Eddie. Eddie?

19

20 MR. E. HOPSON: Yeah, one more -- one more thing is I

2an see that the tribal governments are working, but the thing
PRat I'm concerned about is they should be working maybe
2Bosely with it. I would hope that some of the members of that
P4ibal government, Mike, you're working with are represented
B&re. They can't be working in the back of all our members
2éncerned. They've got to work with different agencies. We've
gadt to get together.

28

29 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Um-hum. (affirmative)

30

31 MR. E. HOPSON: I mentioned earlier that the better --
BHe better -- I was asking about the North Slope Borough Fish &

@d8me, using their home rule charter. With that I was asking if
BAere was a difficulty in participating in the co-management

86r the North Slope Borough, Fish & Game Department. I like --
F6don't want to put down tribal governments, but they'd better

37 they better -- we better know how far they're doing that. I
B8ntioned earlier, maybe that's what, because Mike is coming
38t with it now, because it's -- I said earlier it's going to

#8ke some time before they get all set up with getting grants
4bgether, get, you know, one or two staff members in there, to

42t organized. It's going to take -- I may be wrong, but I'm
48raid it's going to take some time for those people to get set
d4p. I think -- I think now is what we're looking for is to
£5nd -- we've been violated (ph) on fish and game for a long,
46ng time. Let's get some regulations straightened out that
d¥e fitting for us, without participating, make -- make these
48 make these regulations so that we can better -- so that I
é8n -- so I can obey them better, because I help make them.
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1
2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, that's good. In summary,
Brying to get this -- these various options put together, as

gou can see in the last pages, there's 62 and 63, will show you
Parious types of people in Federal agencies that worked
together, and even some that couldn't (ph) work together,
Because presently, you know, BLM and like Edward was saying,
Bish and Wildlife and Parks, each got their own mission, and
8on't pay very much attention to their co-departments, or their
$flster agencies. And they're battling to work on their own
thission. And when we came -- when we got done with these
h2eting in July and the one in August, you should have heard
tBe room. We went all the way around the room. "Boy, this is
the best meeting I ever attended trying to come up with complex
15sue, or to solve or work on a complex issue like this." You
kbow, they were saying, "Thank you. We want to see something
l7ke this happen again." And that was between Alaska
D8partment of Fish & Game, we started hearing confessions and
19 from former managers of some Federal agencies.

20

21 I mean, we can -- we can do that locally here, and I'm
g2ad Eddie has brought that up. If North Slope Borough, we --
@8 have the resources, we've got the staff. We have ASNA, we
Rdve -- I mean, the resources are here. We could tap onto it
25ke Edward is saying. And Gordon is really right, that we
dén't have the dollars for our own staff, and I think it's
P3ssible to work.

28

29 So anyway in summary I would just say again, everybody
dfound the room says, "Boy, I wish we could work on -- together
Fike this again" from different agencies being together. They
B2pt saying, "thank you, thank you," you know, "do it some
B3re." And .....

gé MR. ITTA: Mr. Chairman?

gs CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Edward?

gg MR. ITTA: (In Inupiat) Koyana.

jg CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Koyana, Edward.

jg MR. C. BROWER: (In Inupiat)

jé MR. ITTA: (In Inupiat)

is CHATRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, very much for your
48put for the Council members and committee members. I also
?gnt to thank the input from various staffs that -- from the
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Yarious agencies on this subject.

2

3 So without going further ado, I'll call for maybe a
fiive-minute break here, or ten-minute break.

5

6 (Off record)

7

8 (On record)

9

10 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Ladies and gentlemen, we'll call the
técess back -- or meeting back to order after a brief recess.
W&'1ll probably just cover proposals D(1). Or what is the wish

®8 the Board? I think we could get over even 10(d) real fast,
0% real quickly. Helen?

15

16 MS. ITTA: Helen?

17

18 MR. C. BROWER: She's done. Thank you.

19

20 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Anyway, I wonder if the proposals
dte in -- are in this big one?

22

23 MR. C. BROWER: They are. Here.

24

25 UNIDENTIFIED: Yes, they are.

26

27 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: And also in the thick binders that
¥8u have, we have some samples of proposals.

29

30 MR. ITTA: I think they've got copies up there, Frank.
31 think that there's copies up there.

32

33 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Oh, okay. Helen, and Steve, could
$4u pass out some proposal forms?

35

36 MR. KOVACH: Okay. And for those of you that have the

BHree-ring binder, under tab seven there you have the letter
B8om the Chair of the Federal Subsistence Board, which is
£8l1llowed by a summary of changes in the proposed rules, and
4Hen instructions for proposal form, then the Federal Register
dbcument that is the actual proposed regulations for the 95/96
g2ar of hunting.

43

44 If you have the copy of the green regulations book, the
é6hly difference for regulations in Unit 26 that are in that
B6ok versus what is proposed is that there has been out in --
4P in this area out in here, there's been a closure that the
B8deral Board just did, and it's -- and it is also reflected in
éQr proposals, to close all sheep hunting in what is known as
50
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the DelLong Mountains, and this is due to a continuing decline
2Zn the sheep herd that has occurred out there. Otherwise, all
Bhe regulations that you see in the green book, the regulation
Book, is what is proposed for the next cycle.

5

6 MR. C. BROWER: I have a question already on the Delong
Mountains of shortage -- declining of sheep. How did they come
8p to the point of closure when they don't have any -- do they
Bave data from the various -- are -- how many years back do
they have data on two (ph)?

11

12 MR. KOVACH: They've got -- there's a complex of
h3untains that are primarily in Unit 23, but slop over into 26.
13t's called the -- the primary mountain area is called the
Bi3ird Mountains, and then north of that, north of the -- of the
16 Kivalina in the -- or north of the Noatak, excuse me, 1is --
1%'s called the Delong Mountains. These are the western most
p&8rt of the Brooks Range.

19

20 They have census data starting back in 1983 back there.
21t was spotty during the 80's, and then became very -- and
PRen starting in 1988, they started doing a census each and
8%ery year. For the Delong Mountains, which is the part that
84o0ps over into 26, local users were saying, "Well, you're
RAhssing some of the sheep. You're not surveying here, here and
RBére," so in 1991, they actually increased the survey area,
Picked up more sheep, but in fact in that year when they
2ficreased the survey area, picked up more sheep, they still
?28corded a decline in the sheep population. Both of these
BOuntain areas, the sheep population in those areas have been
3% they reached a population high in 1988, and have been
82eadily declining since that point in time.

33

34 The best information is from the Baird Mountains. That
Pbpulation's undergone approximately a 60% decline from 1988 to
384. The decline in the Dog Mountains is —-- the documentation

}gn't quite as good, but that decline is somewhere on the order
88 45 to 50%. The populations are starting to get down to the
B8int where everybody felt the best thing to do was close off
401 the hunting until those populations have a chance to
gtabilize and begin their -- begin their recovery.

42

43 Primarily what -- the sheep herds built up through the
é4rly part of the 80's, because the winters were mild, the feed
was very good. The winters turned very severe beginning in
489. Over-winter mortality was increased as survival of lambs
£211 off, and that's what's been precipitating the declines.

48

49 What has really got us kind of puzzled is that the
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dlecline started out where we were losing ewes much more quickly
Phan we were losing rams, and we were very curious about this.
3We still do not understand why that is occurring, but that is
4n fact what -- what has happened out there. The mortality
bate of rams has not picked up, and is on a pace about the same
&s that of ewes, Charlie.

7

8 MR. C. BROWER: Just for my -- just for information.
9

10 MR. KOVACH: Sure.

11

12 MR. C. BROWER: Can you give a population estimate of
h3w much ram -- sheep is within those 23 north and 267

14

15 MR. KOVACH: Well, I don't have those numbers with me
hafortunately. It's -- and I'd hate to try and pull them out

©¥ the back parts of my memory. We're only talking about 200
$Beep in the Delongs and a little bit more than that in the
Bairds, or something like that, but I don't want to be quoted
2 those numbers, because I don't remember them exactly. But I
dd have those numbers. If you want, when I get back to my
@ffice on Tuesday, I can give you a call with the -- with exact
23unts, if you'd like.

24

25 There was meetings held in Kotzebue, because this was a
26 the way our regulations are set up, any closure action we do
PHat is in excess of 30 days duration must be proceeded by a
P8blic meeting in the area affected. There was -- the -- there
@¥8s a meeting held in Kotzebue. It was hosted by the Park
38rvice, because that's the predominant land owner in that
dtea, land manager. And everybody -- there was a unanimous
32nsensus at the meeting of the sheep hunters and so on, that,
$8s, this is the best thing for the resource, that this is what
wé have to do.

35

36 The Baird Mountains actually have been closed through
B@mporary actions for four consecutive years, because their
péprulation was in such bad shape. The -- we didn't recognize
3@st how bad the Delongs were until we kind of looked at the
d8ta for the umpteenth time and twisted it around and looked at
4t some more, and we discovered, oops, we've got a problem

B2re as well.

43

44 MR. C. BROWER: All right. Who do you call sheep
Abnters? Local people or people from .....

46

47 MR. KOVACH: There was local people from the community
68 Noatak that were involved. There was -- I'm trying to
#Z8member where else.
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1

2 MR. C. BROWER: But where is the majority of the hunt?
3Who are the majority hunters taking sheep out of there?

4

5 MR. KOVACH: Who are?

6

7 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah.

8

9 MR. KOVACH: Hunters from Noatak, Kiana, Norvik,
Afdbler, and some from Kotzebue. Those are the dominant
tbmmunities that take sheep out of there.

12

13 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: But there's hardly been anyone from

l4ke Kiana and Shungnak and Ambler that go and hunt sheep for a
16ng time, since all their sheep has declined, so we're not
that dominant any more .....

17

18 MR. KOVACH: No.

19

20 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: ..... from upriver. It's mostly --

f2he reason why a lot of people from the other surrounding
¥21lages didn't hunt any more when the sheep started declining,
B8cause they wanted the Noatak people to be the hunters to
Rdnt, to save it -- save the sheep for them. So that's why it
#wa8s mostly —-- and some Kotzebue, the ones that ate sheep and
Bénted sheep, and then the people knew who they were.

27

28 MR. UPICKSON: 1Is there a lot of sport hunting in that
dPea for sheep?

30

31 MR. KOVACH: I'm sorry, is there what?

32

33 MR. UPICKSON: 1Is there a lot of sport hunting in that
3d#ea for sheep?

35

36 MR. KOVACH: ©No. Actually the -- Fish & Game revised

BHeir regulations to where the sport hunting basically was
dBopped off to near zero.

39
40 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: What is -- what is the number then
4hat you see in the sheep population that -- that required an

éergency order to close hunting? What is that number? Or
wHat .....

44

45 MR. KOVACH: 1I'd have to go back and look at my
#6écords, Fenton. I just -- I just don't remember
difortunately. What precipitated the first closure in the
B8ird Mountains was that we had a good strong population. The
#8tio of rams to ewes was very good. In the first couple of
50
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Years of the decline, we were seeing a lack of lambs surviving,
adnd that wasn't of major consequence. That, you know, that
doncerned us, but we weren't all that excited yet, because it's
4ike, well, it's not unusual to lose a lamb crop here or there.
5Then we had three in a row. And then we -- and that's -- and
éfter that is when we picked up the fact that the ewes were
dying off very quickly on us, much more so than you would
8xpect. And with the female component falling out from beneath
s, and, of course, without -- without the females you can't
h8ve the youngsters, that's when we moved to start shutting
things down, because we wanted to protect those females and do
é%erything we could to make sure that population didn't go bust
o8 us.

14

15 But this -- you know, a lot of -- like I said, we did
these temporary closures for four straight years, and the
t@mporary closure requires this public meeting, and the sheep
hinters were involved, and they all agreed that, yeah, you
kfow, what the flying by the biologists was coming up with, and
@what the sheep hunters were seeing were basically the same

Phing. Everybody agreed like this -- this is not a healthy
82tuation. We need to do something.

23

24 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Steve.

25

26 MR. KOVACH: Uh-huh.

27

28 MR. B. HOPSON: How much do you attribute the decline
28, from predators?

30

31 MR. KOVACH: There -- we couldn't quantify how much the

w2ather was doing, and how much the predators were doing. We
d3 know that predation became more efficient, particularly in
389 and '90, because of the way the winters were, the snow got
¥8éry crusty, wolves could travel on the snow very efficiently
where sheep were punching holes through it, and having a very
Bdugh time in travelling. It wasn't the real soft snow that
$8u normally have where everybody flounders through it, so the
39 in the first two years of the decline, we know wolves really
d4d some damage.

41
42 After that we got just generally very deep powdery
g8ows out there, so everybody was having a tough time. There

Wwds a shift in some of the caribou that typically kind of
gbayed in the region, they left the region for whatever reason,
46, you know, predators -- he's hungry, too, type of a thing.
1% was like he's going to eat that sheep as quickly as he'll --
H8'11l chase down that caribou, so we do know that's happen- --
4Bat happened initially. The numbers of wolves have been
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dlropping, Jjust because there's a lack of prey base for them,
and so they've been falling out, too, so it's just a natural
d@ycle of things has been occurring out there. When sheep
Aumbers bounce back, I'm sure we'll see more wolves come back,
foo.

6

7 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Thank you, Steve.

8

9 Let's see, Helen, will you quickly go over the
ifistructions for completing proposals, or are we going -- we do
have a system -- do you have some -- in our agenda, we wanted
t3@ go over or introduce our proposal form review. So if we go
tBrough what Willie Hensley has given us.

14

15 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: You have a form that looks like this
is your package?

17

18 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Yes.

19

20 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: It says "proposal form" at the top.
2G6ood name. It's pretty self-explanatory I think, but you
B2ght want to specify where it -- on number one where it says
28hat regulation do you want changed?" and it says, "Give the
PAge number." You might want to specify whether it's the
P&deral Register notice, or the reg book.

26

27 You want to be as specific as you can, give the number

@8 the Unit, whether it's 23 or 26, the species, the season,
£Be bag limit, and if it's for methods and means, you want to
B8 very specific about that.

31
32 On number there, you should explain why you need the
B8g that you want -- the regulation should be changed. Has the

Péprulation shifted? Use areas. Has the trend of the
pbpulation changed? Why? Has the sex ratio changed? Has
d6cess to the population changed or need to be changed? 1Is the
8%isting regulation not consistent with traditional practices?
3Bnd then I would -- I would explain if that's the case, what
BRose traditional practices are, and what -- and document that
4 any way that you can.

41

42 And then with number four, "How will this change affect
wildlife populations?" you want to be answering the questions
é#, for example, will harvest increase or decrease? Will
Abnting pressure be shifted to another area? Will
épportunities to take another species -- take of another --
épportunistic take of another species be increased or
d8creased.

49
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1 And then on number five, it says, "How will this change
dffect subsistence user," and you'd want to be answering
guestions like will it increase their efficiency? Will it make
4 -- make a resource available for a special occasion? Maybe
Bhings like it will -- it will enable you to continue hunting
6n a customary and traditional way.

7

8 And then for additional information to support your
Proposal, you might think of things like what is the trend,
tObmposition, density of the population? Any information you'd
have on something like that, you know, if -- even if it's
dflecdotal type of information. If you know that the harvest
hd8s been under .....

14

15 MR. KOVACH: Under-reported.

16

17 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Under-reported. If you can provide
h8re harvest information from your community, that would be
t8ally helpful. Any information. The more information you
gflve us, the better off we are.

21

22 MR. KOVACH: Right. The most important things on parts
dBe and two there is we -- sometimes we'll spend a couple of

Réurs, five of us around a table trying to interpret what the
Pérson is asking for, you know, and sometimes we can nail down
@what part of the regulation they're -- they want changed, but
#&'ve had incredibly protracted discussions trying to figure
8t what they want. And so that it's real important to be as
8Pecific as you can in parts one and two there, because it
B8lps us get the right thing in the proposal book, and we're --
3dhd we're analyzing the right questions. And that's the most
Rdportant thing.

33

34 Also, you know, Helen and I are both available at any
Bhme if -- you know, when you leave from the Council meeting
Bére, and you're -- and you're trying to develop proposals, if

3you need some help getting some language right, or getting
88me more information or something like that, you know, don't
B8 afraid to pick up the phone and call the toll free pone
Almber and asked for us, and we'll get on the phone and help

gbu out as much as we can. That's part of our job.

42

43 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And the other thing, the critical
4Aing to remember is the deadline is November 11lth, and we're
£5irly —— I say "fairly," fairly strict about that.

46

477 MR. KOVACH: Right.

48

49 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I mean, things have been accepted at
50
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6:00 o'clock on November 11lth, but .....

2

3 MR. KOVACH: Well, the .....

4

5 CHATRMAN REXFORD: Yeah, I guess the next page after
the sample form is the calendar of events?

7

8 MR. KOVACH: Right.

9

10 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Uh-huh.

11

12 MR. KOVACH: Right. The primary thing is if you're
hd8iling it, the post- -- it has to be postmarked the 1lth of
Névember, no later than that. That's the -- that postmark date

15 kind of the magic key there, although things postmarked a

déy or two afterwards have been known to slip in, too, so --

bt try not to be late, because it just makes our lives a lot
h8re miserable.

19

20 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

21

22 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think I'd like to maybe, for the
23 especially for the new people, to explain this a little bit
Rére to them, how -- what we do with this. This -- your
Bboposal form comes into us, and we have a management team that
@611l be looking at them to -- to assign -- assign a team to
@drk on that proposal, and most likely that team -- well, I

m8an, in this case, it would always be Steve and myself, and
Blrb, because we're the Region Ten team. Steve's a biologist,
F0m the anthropologist. Every region has an anthropologist, a
Biologist and a regional coordinator on the team. And then
®8'll write up our analysis of the proposal, what we will be --
w311l be essentially looking up data to support what you'wve
PZovided us with, and we'll write up a summary of that
dhalysis. And then it will -- it will come back to you in the
Wénter meeting, which we have to set a date for. We haven't
3t that date yet, have we, Barb? No?

38

39 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: No.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: We set the date later on in this
#h2eting, and we'll come back to you. We'll have -- we'll have

48nt all this out to the Regional Council, and we'll come back
44 you for your comments, and if you think we're totally wrong
éh something, then you'll let us know. And then you vote on
what your recommendation is at that point. Then it goes to the
g%aff committee that serves as assistants to the Board. They
B8sh it out, come up with their recommendation, and then the
B8gional Council recommendation and the staff committee
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tecommendation goes to the Federal Subsistence Board.

2

3 And last year was the first year we had that. We
didn't have the Federal -- the Regional Council input to the
Board. And I can say from being in this program a couple of
gears, it made a big difference.

7

8 MR. KOVACH: It did.

9

10 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think the Board really listened to
the Regional Council last year. There were very, very few

@Rceptions where they differed on Regional Council
t8commendations.

14

15 MR. KOVACH: Yeah. I .....

16

17 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: So it was a real -- it was actually
&d8really good process I thought.

19

20 MR. KOVACH: Yeah. There was -- there was 88 proposals
2hat went before the Board last year, and of the 88, I can only
2Rink of three or four that they either -- that the Board did
A3t go and follow the Councils on.

24

25 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: One of those was Kaktovik sheep.

26

27 MR. KOVACH: One of those was Kaktovik sheep. But, I

m8an, the proportion of proposals that the Board took the
28commendations of the Councils, which didn't always follow the
3flaff committee, was exceptionally high. I was amazed that it
®ént as high as it did.

32

33 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: And we will be having a new board
BAis year. I don't know how aware people are, but most of the
dhrectors have retired. They're all these old guys, you know,
3éft the State. And with the exception of BIA, all of

BHe .....

38

39 MR. KOVACH: Right.

40

41 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... regional directors are new.

AAd then, of course, we have Willie Hensley as our new Chair.
83 the Board I think will be very different this year. And I
d4n't know what impact that's going to have since really we
£6llowed pretty much what the Regional Councils recommended to
46 last year, but I do think it will be different, and at least
£3r us it will -- new faces and new thoughts, and having Willie
B8nsley as the Chair I think will have a different flavor to
#Be Board, too.
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Is there anything else we need to tell them?

MR. KOVACH: I don't think so.

U W

CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Any questions on the proposal form
@r how the schedules go or how to submit one?

8

9 MR. UPICKSON: A question for Helen.

10

11 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Gordon?

12

13 MR. UPICKSON: Any chance of changing the composition

&f that Board, since we're talking about the new Board that's
¢bming up, other than, you know, you see all the Board members
d6e from Anchorage or Juneau? And they're .....

%; MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Yeah. Not only that, they're really
fPom out of state. They -- I mean, because they haven't .....
gg MR. UPICKSON: That's true. Is there .....

g% MS. ARMSTRONG: ..... they've just come up here.

gé MR. UPICKSON: ..... composition of changing that,

86nce it's our subsistence lifestyle that they're making
décisions are regarding subsistence in Alaska, you know?

28

29 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: That would require a change in our
S3Qbpart A regulations, and, I mean, it's not impossible to do,
Bt it would have to be something that would be brought --
BZought up with a letter to the -- to the Federal Subsistence
B3ard, to Willie Hensley, and then some -- some concerted
g#fort on the part of the Regional Councils, and it probably
®wbuld have to be something the Regional Councils got together
dhd wanted to push for, to change that.

37

38 MR. UPICKSON: Okay. And how often will those Regional
B8uncils get a chance to get together and discuss this?

B8cause I don't think none of the Regional Councils like the
ébmposition of the Subsistence Board right from the start.

42

43 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: Well, I think the Council chairs,
#hdybe not all the Councils, but the Council chairs have the
épportunity, they're all together -- they all come to the April
#éeting, and I think there would be an opportunity to -- in
£#3dct, Fenton and I were talking about this earlier, how he
£8und it so rewarding to get together on the designated -- this
d9%ternative permitting, designated hunter thing this summer,
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dnd how it would be good to get people together. And I -- you
Rnow, I said, well, people get together in April. It would be
d8n opportune time to have a few days earlier or later than the
Board meeting and discuss issues that you want to bring

forward. I mean, that might be one way to do it.
6
7 I -- you know, just so you can understand where that

B8ame from, we did an environmental impact statement when we
Were trying to determine how to do the regulations, I mean, how
t6 set up our program. And there were a number of -- I think
four alternatives, and it was -- it was one -- there was an
d2ternative where the Board would have been made up of
$8bsistence -- at least some subsistence users or -- and it
wdsn't the chosen alternative. But I -- you know, and they had
h&etings out in the communities and we went to -- we came to
Bérrow for -- and, you know, had it broadcast on the radio, and
tHat sort of thing, and we got the opinions of people, but it
#8sn't the decision that was made. And, I don't know whether
18 could possibly be changed or not, but I certainly don't want
26 tell you not to try.

21

22 MR. KOVACH: The other thing that not only this Council
238n do, but all the Councils, is each year you have a required
2éport that you submit to the Secretary, and within that one of
¥6ur conclusions can be that the composition of the Board needs
26 be amended, altered, changed, you know, things like that.

2HMat's one thing that -- that's another route that the Council
d8es have as well.

29

30 MR. UPICKSON: 1Is the staff supporting the individual

B&égional Advisory Councils gathering up complaints about the
8dmposition of the Board where it might be in your report to
B38bbitt, who's in charge of this whole operation, mention the
f4ct that we're not happy with the composition of the Board
Bhat oversees subsistence?

36
37 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I don't -- you know, we haven't been
d8ound long enough yet to have heard complaints. You mean the

39 the Regional Councils, this is only their third meeting. So
20think that some of it is just that Regional Council people
BAave to get up to speed as to what this is all about, but I
ddn't think I would be incorrect in saying that it would --
wa8ll, let me say it this way: It would surprise me very much
44 people did not agree with your opinion. It would greatly
gtbrprise me, because we have heard that comment from people
dbong the way, that there should be subsistence users on that
Bdard.

48

49 MR. UPICKSON: Maybe we could provide input in your --
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R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



148

$end a standard form to all the regional corporations where we
2an say we don't like the composition of the Board. Then
gou'll get input, and you can put it in your report. Your
dnnual report.

5

6 MR. KURTH: Well, let me just add one thing .....

7

8 COURT REPORTER: Could you come up to the .....

9

10 MR. KURTH: When we went through this the first time,

when we had 60-some meetings across the State on this, and it
¥ds very clear what the communities wanted. They wanted a
B3ard made up of subsistence users. But I was also in
Wadshington when we briefed all the assistant secretaries'’
0bfices on the alternatives, and I can tell you that they knew
égactly what the public's comment was, but they also felt that
tHese regional directors were responsible for managing their --
tBese lands, and the Secretary's decision was that those people
%¥9th the land management responsibilities needed to be on the
BBard. A different Secretary of Interior. I'm not saying it's
@wodrth doing it again, but I just want you all to understand
2Hat they knew exactly what the people, you know, wanted, but
2Bey felt that the land managers still had responsibility.

24

25 But don't forget that that same decision also
désignated these Council Chairs as liaisons to the Board. We
gdve them a very important role. And that was the balancing
ast.

29

30 MS. H. ARMSTRONG: I think Jim's point is a good one
Bhough, we have a different Secretary of Interior now, .....

32

33 MR. KOVACH: Yeah.

gé MS. H. ARMSTRONG: ..... who is definitely more
8énsitive to Native issues.

g; CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay. Charlie?

28 MR. C. BROWER: Yeah. One of your -- on your proposal

#brms here, you stated that if someone writes what needs to be
éBanged, and you folks have a hard time understanding it and
gpend five hours or so trying to understand the writing, why
d4n't you make a point of when they write their phone numbers,
ghve them a call and talk to them? They'll talk to you better
4bhan they can write sometimes.

47

48 MR. KOVACH: We do that.

49
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MS. H. ARMSTRONG: We do that.

MR. KOVACH: But it's amazing how many phone numbers we
et that are wrong.

oy Ul W N

MR. C. BROWER: I mean, here you spend five hours
Zrying to figure it out.

g CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Okay.

%2 MR. C. BROWER: You can make a phone call, and you can
hake the changes.

%2 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: All right?

%2 MR. C. BROWER: That's all.

%; CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Helen, Steve, I want to thank you on

h8king us understand the process of submitting proposals, and
£hings that are coming up for this fall's review by the Federal
3lbsistence Board.

22
23 Well, it's getting kind of late. We maybe want to
PAuse on this section of our agenda. It brings us to new

Btisiness, two. Let's see, we open the floor for public
B6oposals, annual report, and then we also have Pat Reynolds,
aild what was the other person?

28

29 MR. C. BROWER: Geoff Carroll.

30

31 MS. B. ARMSTRONG: Geoff Carroll.

32

33 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: Geoff Carroll under (i) and (j), so

B4think it might be appropriate to go ahead and cut off here
86r tonight, and continue in the morning.

36

37 MR. ITTA: I so move.

38

39 CHAIRMAN REXFORD: Nine o'clock? Or .....

40

41 MR. ITTA: Nine o'clock. Or 8:59.

42

43 CHATIRMAN REXFORD: 8:59, okay. Okay. We will recess
d4d4til 9:00 o'clock tomorrow morning.

45

46 (MEETING RECESSED)

47

48 * * * * * *

49
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