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PROCEEDTINGS

1

2 MR. THOMAS: Call this meeting back to order. One
Bhing we didn't do this morning was act on the minutes and that
was only because of our respect to the agenda. But since then
Wwe've lost respect for the agenda, so we're going to consider
the minutes that we received from our last meeting. Realizing
fhat everybody may not have had a chance to review the minute,
8'm entertaining a motion to accept the minutes for the October

Beeting.

10

11 MR. VALE: So moved.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: Is there a second?

14

15 MR. DALTON: Second.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Moved and second. Discussion? Any
d8ditions, correction? Ann-?

19

20 MS. LOWE: Just one correction, Mr. Chairman, on Page
3} dash 10 at the top there it says seconded by Mim Robertson,
22 should be Robinson -- R-o-b-i-n-s-o-n, I'll just correct
2Bat for her sake.

24

25 MR. THOMAS: Okay. John.

26

277 MR. VALE: I just want to make a statement that I
PBought the minutes were very well .....

29

30 MR. THOMAS: Either a correction or a deletion?

31

32 MR. VALE: I just wanted to compliment the construction

38 the minutes, I thought they were done very well.
34

35 MR. THOMAS: So noted. Any other corrections or
déletions? Okay, all those approving the minutes as amended
3dy aye.

38

39 (Ayes respond)

40

41 MR. THOMAS: Opposed.

42

43 (Aye responded)

44

45 MS. LOWE: Did you oppose?

46

477 MR. THOMAS: Yeah, that was a weak oppose, the ayes

H8ve it. We're not going to do the roll on that one.
49
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MS. LOWE: No.

1

2 MR. THOMAS: Okay, our agenda calls for getting into

Broposals. Our agenda, also, was designed to start on Monday
4nd we're using a different calendar, so -- in any case, I'm

§lad to see those of you that are here and it's a real benefit
60 the issue of subsistence to have the input and commitment to
Fubsistence that it deserves. I've said at previous meeting
8nd I've said this morning and I'll say it again that everybody
Bere is in their own way and collectively wanting to give
$0bsistence in its truest sense the best opportunity we can.
Ndbody will deny that subsistence needs help and only needs

h2lp because of us. So we have to kind of rearrange our
t8mmitment to this.
14 We established a format for dealing with the proposals,

the format is strictly to streamline the process in regards to
téme and it's not intended to curtail your opportunity to
t&stify. And the way we're going to approach it -- today we're
&8ing to have each proposal read. Once that's read the staff
%211 give their analysis of that proposal, that is for more

28 formation for people that are wishing to testify. There's
8bme cases were staff analysis and input and all that will give
Y2u added information to the language that's in the proposal.
23 So with that the staff will be the first to be heard
dfter the proposal is read, following the staff we'll hear from
Phe public. After the public we'll encourage and recognize
Péople that represent other agencies to offer any input that

PHey have. This is not designed to exclude anybody from
R8rticipating. In fact, we want to do the opposite, we want to
2fcourage you to participate.

30 I'm not going to allow any rebuttals, once you've
Béstified you've testified. To be hear again you have to wait
3R2til the next proposal. The limited time for each person to
B8stify will not exceed 15 minutes. If you give testimony as a
g#oup, the 15 minute rule will apply there as well.

35 Proposal Number 5 has been withdrawn so we won't be
@6bnsidering Proposal Number 5. To facilitate the process of

BHe proposals, after the proposal has been read and after the
88aff gives their analysis, for public testimony I would like
$6u to step to the microphone, give you name, who you represent
49d remain available there for questions from the Council. And
4hat will be the order of proposals at this time.

42 I have a list of people who signed up to testify, I
w31l call the names in which order that they signed up. If
#ley aren't present at the moment we'll go down to the next
p&rson till we come to somebody that is here and as people
4é6stify, we will go back through the list to make sure that we
d47dn't exclude anybody because of them being on a lunch break.
48 So given that we'll start out with Proposal Number 1
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and ask staff to read that proposal.

1

2 MR. KURTH: Mr. Chairman, if I might just take two or
Bhree minutes of the Council's time to sort of explain where we
dre in our process so we all start off on the same wave length.
5As you all recall our Federal .....

6

7 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, could you have each member at
8he staff table give their name, please, for us for the record?
9

10 MR. THOMAS: Sure.
11
12 MR. KURTH: My name is Jim Kurth, I'm the Deputy

ASsistant Regional Director for the Subsistence Program, Fish &
Wd1ldlife Service in Anchorage.

15 As you know our Federal Subsistence Regulations are an
dbnual cycle where we set seasons and bag limits and the
h@thods and means to take fish and wildlife for subsistence
h8es on the public lands. Let me try and tell you where we are
18 the cycle. As you recall from our last meeting on September
2fld the proposed rule for this year was issued. Basically
Phat's a repeat of what last season's regulations were and a
2211 for proposed changes to that was made.

23 There was a 60 opportunity to make proposed changes,
2hat closed on November the 1st. Shortly after the close of
2hat proposal submission time we made this book, the blue book
@6 proposals and sent it out to the public and to you to review
afnd had an opportunity to provide comments back to us to be
8Bared with you on these different proposals. And you should
BR8ve a summary of the comments that were received during that
plblic comment period.

31 This meeting is held specifically after the close of
BHe comment period so the Regional Council Members will all
B38ve the benefit of written letters and other kinds of
@émmentary that we've received on these proposals.

35 What happens in our office when we receive these
P6oposals is we conduct an analysis with our staff trying to
ffderstand the wildlife impact, the impact on subsistence uses
38d public prospectus on these proposals. And what you'll find
38 this yellow book is our preliminary staff analysis. This is
40very new process for us, we don't usually share staff work
Beéfore it's completed, but that's the way Congress set this
pZogram up, is that this Council was to have meaningful impact
48 us developing our final recommendations on these proposals,
44 when you see things here that you feel is lacking
dbformation, that's good, and we hope very much that you'll
g6pplement what we know with your knowledge of local issues.

477 Right we're in the period where all the Councils are
#h8eting, the first meeting was last week in Bethel and now
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through March 4th Regional Councils will be meeting across the
$tate to develop their recommendations to the Federal
3ubsistence Board on these proposals.

3 At this meeting each of you, hopefully, will discuss
#hese and make your recommendations so that when the Board
heets the week of April 11th up in Anchorage your Chair can
6ome and represent the Council, make its formal recommendations
%o the Federal Subsistence Board.

8 I do want to recall for you where the teeth of the law
9s Section 804 that sets up these Councils is, and that is that
the Board can reject recommendations from this Council, but if
1t does it has to be for one of three reasons. Either it's not
$lpported by any substantial evidence. I hope here today in
¥3ur recommendations you'll provide substantial reasoning for
¥hat you recommend.

15 Secondly, the Board can reject that it is contrary to
the recognized principles of fish and wildlife conservation.
H@pefully through our discussions today we'll avoid any of
tBat. The people here who might say it's contrary will be here
t® interact and answer questions or, you know, provide that
29pe of reasoning.

21 And lastly, the Board can reject it if it's contrary to
PBe continuation of subsistence uses and I have every reason to
B&8lieve that this Council certainly wouldn't make a
2écommendation that would be contrary to that.

25 So to close my introductory remarks on what staff will
d6tually know of the meat of these analysis in there, this is a
R8y period where we're learning from you. We're sharing draft
dflalysis, we use the words conclusions at the end rather than
28commendations and the reasons for that is this. We don't
B8ve our final recommendations that the agency staff will make
B® the Board at this time, yet we wanted to give information
®8uld lead us strongly to believe that we might take a
P8sition, we attempted not to hide anything.

34 So it's kind of a balancing where we still try to
Bémain open minded, but if we see biological conclusions we
B6ied to lay them out for your consideration, so I look for to
Baring your comments and your recommendation on these an
3Ppreciate the opportunity to speak to you.

39 Thank you, Mr. Chair.
40
41 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. In reference to the analysis,

¢2u're suggesting that the analysis are as much draft as a lot
68 other documents, it that true?

44

45 MR. KURTH: They're draft now. They're the best we
é6uld do at this time, didn't hold back, if we could make a
édnclusion statement, we did. We've gone through all the data
48d the information that's available. I mean, if we got a new
49
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survey in before the Board met, we'd like to, you know, have
the opportunity to share that with you and include that within
Phe analysis, but until we hear from you we don't make a
Becommendation.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: The only reason I asked that is that
doesn't indicate that on the cover. I was just going to offer
fhat, perhaps, in the future you have preliminary or draft
8nalysis following this procedure. That'll give us an
9ndication. Without that this might suggest to us that this is
the granite it's ultimately going to wind up on.

11

12 MR. KURTH: Right. I think what we tried to do is in
tBe pages inside, some of them are the proposals, themselves,
d4d on there we did not stamp draft because the proposals are
the final proposals. But on the pages that our analysis is on
I6think we've got draft on every page, we might have missed
&dme.

%g MR. THOMAS: Yeah, thank you.

gg MR. KURTH: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

gg MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chairman.

gé MR. THOMAS: Mike.

gg MR. LOCKHART: I heard you say that you wanted me to go

dBead and read Proposal one before we get into the analysis, is
2Bat correct?

30

31 MR. THOMAS: Yeah. And why don't you and Rob identify
$2urself before we get into that, so we know who you are.

33

34 MR. LOCKHART: Yes, sir. My name is Mike Lockhart, I'm
®hth Fish and Wildlife Services Subsistence office in
Bhchorage.

37 MS. LOWE: Would you spell your last name, Mike?

38

39 MR. LOCKHART: L-o-c-k-h-a-r-t. Okay, Proposal 1 --

46tually what I'm going to do is read it as it occurs in the
Bodoklet, if that's all right.

42

43 MR. THOMAS: Okay.

44

45 MR. LOCKHART: Proposal 1 is by the Alaska Department

é6 Fish and Game, it addresses a regulation or proposed rule
which is found at Section 25(b) (3) (vii), which as worded now is
#Be following: "Taking or assisting in the taking of
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7

furbearers by firearm before 3:00 a.m. on the day following the
dlay on which airborne travel occurred; however, this does not
dpply to a trapper using a firearm to dispatch furbearers
daught in a trap or snare;"

4 The proposed regulation change that the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game wishes to address would read:
BTaking or assisting in the taking of a wolverine by firearm
Before 3 a.m. on the day following the day on which airborne
8ravel occurred; however, this does not apply to a trapper
fising a firearm to dispatch a wolverine caught in a trap or
$flare, or in taking an arctic fox, red fox, coyote, wolf, or
1ynx if the person is over 300 feet from the airplane at the
t2me of taking;"

13 And if I could just summarize the reasons for changing
the regulation represented by the Board. The Alaska Board of
Gédme has undergone some regulation changes for the State in
Jéne of 1993. Federal and State regulation should be kept
ldentical to prevent public confusion. Trappers often use
d8rplanes to access their trap lines in remote areas, but do
hét use aircraft specifically to observe and take an individual
dfiimal. Consequently, one a trapper leaves the means of
ransportation (whether airplane, automotive vehicle, boat or
dPher) to get to and serve the trap line, the trapper should
A3t be prevented from opportunistically taking these furbearers
@wdth a gun if the opportunity arises while he or she tends the
£bap line during the remainder of the day.

26 They list as effect of the proposed change on wildlife
Pdpulations, they say that populations of arctic fox, red fox,
28yote, wolf, and lynx are sufficiently abundant to allow the
28tra take possible under this regulation. And they don't cite
Bhat there will be any additional loss of subsistence
8pportunity for trappers. Oh, I'm sorry, excuse me. The
8f2fect on proposed change on subsistence users, they say this
8Bange will provide additional subsistence opportunity for

B#appers.

35

36 MS. LOWE: May I ask a gquestion, Bill?
37

38 MR. LOCKHART: Excuse me?

39

40 MR. THOMAS: When he finishes.

41

42 MS. LOWE: Okay.

43

44 MR. LOCKHART: This proposal was addressed by members

6% our staff. Basically, what I'll do is I'll try to hit some
Beghlights of this analysis and then take questions if you'd
47ke to ask.

48 Proposal 1 requests the Board modify Federal
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subsistence trapping regulations to permit same-day-airborne
1SDA) taking of wolves, lynx, coyotes, red fox, and arctic fox.
2And, again, this is in keeping with the regulation changes
Bhat were Jjust adopted by the State in June of 1993. This
#aking would be permitted as long as the animals were over 300
beet from the aircraft at the time the taking occurred. ADF&G
maintains these modifications are needed to prevent public
Zonfusion over dual regulations and to provide an increased
Barvest opportunity for trappers who use aircraft to get to
Bheir trap lines.

10 Same-day-airborne methods are a very effective tool in
taking wolves. For the regulatory years of 1990-1991 and 1991-
19292, the same-day-airborne hunting of wolves was restricted to
13 units and required a registration permit, consequently, we
hdve very good previous information for this tool in these
dbeas.

16 The regulation imposed a 10 wolves harvest limit, they
%@re under the hunting regulations, but established no distance
18mitation for taking the wolves from the aircraft. Over these
t8gulatory years, the harvest records indicated that the same-
d@y-airborne methods accounted for approximately 40 percent of
Phe total wolf harvest taken in the 11 units over those two
Y2ars.

23 Current data indicate that wolf populations are stable
d¢er most of Alaska and may be increasing in several units.
Phere are a few other units where populations may be relatively
26w and the proposed regulation could have some local adverse
2Mpact. Overall, same-day-airborne taking of wolves, and other
28entified furbearers, the other four species, can likely be
28commodated while protecting the species populations.

30 Passage of this proposal would likely moderately
Fhcrease subsistence harvest of the five furbearer species.
B2though there has been an increased access to areas by using
d3rcraft, particularly in recent years. Aircraft were not
Bélieved to be used extensively for subsistence purposes. In
38dition, while aircraft were historically employed only in a
féw rural locations since the 1950's, it appears that the
Br¥actice of taking furbearers by aircraft was not widespread.
B8nsequently, passage or failure of the proposal will not
E9kely affect a substantial number of users.

40 During the regulatory year of 1992 and 1993, the Board
déliberated on Subpart D of the changes, which included a
pZoposal to change the same-day-airborne wolf hunting
#8gulations and that ultimately led to Board passage of a
p#ohibition for taking wolves by same-day-airborne under
Abnting license. During that meeting the Board listened to
4éstimony that loss of aircraft hunting would not appreciably
d¥ffect customary and traditional uses of wolves since ample
éPportunity existed for harvesting wolves by other means. And
49
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staff also was concerned that because of the efficiency of
dirborne hunting that there could be additional taking and,
dgain, some localized impact.

3 State regulations regarding same-day-airborne taking of
furbearers, particularly wolves, have in flux for a number of
$ears. The Alaska Board of Game reinstated same-day-airborne

fegulation for taking wolves under trapping license and
Modified the existing same-day-airborne trapping provisions for
8aking coyotes, lynx, arctic fox, and red fox. There was a
flention of wolverine in under this proposal under current State
dafild Federal trapping regulation. Wolverines are not allowed to
bé& taking by aircraft, same-day-airborne. Under current State
dAd Federal trapping regulations, harvests limit are, of
t8urse, more liberal than hunting regulations and free-ranging
ddimals may be taken with firearms.

15 Okay, some of the concern that has been raised on same-
dléy-airborne taking, the Federal managers have not agreed in a
ldrge part on what some of the State's positions are on same-
d8y-airborne taking of furbearers. And they are concerned
dBout potential abuses to Federal regulations which prohibit
R@rassment or taking of wildlife from aircraft, which includes
glibsistence regulations. The State has maintained that a
28striction prohibiting trappers from shoot the wolf, coyote,
2¥nx, red fox, or arctic fox, if over 300 feet from aircraft is
84fficient protection against violations of some of these
F&deral laws. However, some of the law enforcement people in
Péderal agencies have disagreed. Right now the Fish and
®Wildlife Service has recently published, I believe last
D8cember, a proposed rule to prohibit same-day-airborne taking
28 wolves and wolverine on National Wildlife Refuge lands.

30 We don't believe that there any real biological problem
wlth these species that would occur with passage of this
BZoposal. Nor do we believe that there's any outstanding
88ciocultural reason for rejecting the proposal. The way the
S8pecies are affected by proposed regulation are sufficiently
dbundant to sustain the resulting increase in harvest. And we
dén't think that the same-day-airborne taking of furbearers, in
Blirn, would likely affect customary and traditional uses of the
3Pecies or the users, themselves.

39 There are a lot of other issues that are related to
4Ais that based on a lot of personal perceptions. We don't
Be&lieve that same-day-airborne hunting on what is a widespread
éstomary and traditional practice, we don't believe that --
w8ll, we just kind of threw it in your hands and the hands of
#le Board.

45 We don't believe there's a biological problem, we don't
Bélieve that there's going to be any tax on users, themselves,
83 really we think there's a lot of policy issues that are
d8iving this whole question. And I think it's very important
49
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10

for the Board to hear from the Councils and users, themselves,
on what this proposal would mean in terms of affects on users
Before they can come to a reasonable decision on how to act on

Bhe proposal. So that completes our summary of the analysis.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Questions? Ann.

6

7 MS. LOWE: I take it, then, this whole proposal -- when

8 read it I was confused somewhat by what areas they were
¥ntending this proposal to affect. And I guess this is a
$fatewide, then, proposal or a Federal lands wide proposal?
11

12 MR. LOCKHART: That's correct.
13
14 MS. LOWE: Then I read in here something about -- you

kbow, I read about the wolves situation, the controversy on the
¥61lves, now why was there a comment on that; is the Federal
$%ance different than the State's management system?

18

19 MR. LOCKHART: Well, I can speak from my knowledge of
26mments that have come out of Fish and Wildlife Service, but
Pish and Wildlife Service has been opposed to allowing same-
ddy-airborne taking of wolves because there's a Federal law
238lled the Airborne Hunting Act which prohibits harassment, you
Rdow, including any kind of disturbance, chasing, what have
6u. And the Service's stated concern is that this regulation
@WH11l probably encourage some of those of those abuses of that
act.

28

29 MS. LOWE: 1Is the harassment act -- I mean, the
dffentual intention of that animal is death, is the harassment
dtt inapplicable?

32

33 MR. LOCKHART: It is against the law to use an aircraft
84 harass an animal.

35

36 MS. LOWE: But is harassment, death? Or is it running

Bim all over the countryside and then leaving him there?
38

39 MR. LOCKHART: Well, it's defined as take and take
4ficludes death and harassment, you know, disturbance, chasing,
wbrrying, hurting, however you want to define it. I don't know
4% I answered your .....

43

44 MS. LOWE: 1Is it defined in the Federal law somewhere?
45

46 MR. LOCKHART: Yes.

47

48 MS. LOWE: And that is the definition of .....

49
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11

1 MR. LOCKHART: I don't have the definition here, but
Yeah, it's very -- of course, it's been interpreted by a lot of
different courts over the years and it's been applied in the
Lower 48 more. I don't know that it's ever been -- there's
been a case on the Airborne Hunting Act, I'm just not familiar
with Alaska. But these like even wildlife watching in
dircraft, if you do that in a manner that causes a disturbance
80 animals that can be characterized as a violation of Airborne
Bunting Act.

10

11 MS. LOWE: I can understand that, I mean, we're
familiar with whales and sea lions and stuff in Southeast that
#8're not supposed to get near, but what

14

15 MR. THOMAS: You're getting into deliberations, just
a6k a question.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Well, I'm going to clarify this question
b8cause he's not really answering for me.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: Okay.

22

23 MS. LOWE: I understand that part of it. What I'm

Rdving trouble with is if you intend to kill that animal, your
2bhtention is to kill that animal, whether you use a trap or
dbrplane or whatever it is, you're saying to me that that's

2dnsidered -- that might be considered a violation of the
H8rassment Law?

29

30 MR. LOCKHART: If you use an aircraft with intent on
Billing that animal -- to kill the animal, it can be a

$2o0lation. Now, i1f you land and get out of your airplane and
®#381lk away and in no way use the aircraft or disturb any animal
P#ior to killing it, that's not a violation. But if you use an
dhrcraft to find an animal, to in anyway change its path of
B6avel or anything like that, that would be -- and then
@¥timately kill it, that's still a violation of the Airborne
Bnting Act.

39 I still don't know if I'm answering exactly what you're
4é8tting at.

41

42 MS. LOWE: I think I understand what you're saying.

43

44 MR. THOMAS: ©Now, this leads me to something else. If
¢bu're going to ask a gquestion, ask the question. Don't give
4y innuendos if you can help it. 1In order to get an answer
¢3du have to have a question and I'd like to use some discretion
B8re. If I see some struggle in understanding the question
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12

we'll revisit the question until we understand it.

1 Anybody else? John.
2
3 MR. VALE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. Are you aware of any

game-day-airborne hunting of furbearers in Southeast Alaska
here?

6

7 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chairman, no, I'm sorry, I'm not.
Bnd I'm probably a poor one to ask about that, but particularly
$n .....

10

11 MR. THOMAS: We have other people here that can respond
t3 that.

13

14 MR. LOCKHART: Okay. I don't think -- you know, the

tbncern in our analysis or one of the points that was raised in
b6r analysis is the same-day-airborne in Southeast, probably
¥dsn't that efficient a tool as it was in other areas of the
8ate.

19

20 MR. THOMAS: Okay, John kind of asked my question a
2ittle bit, I was wondering how much it was happening in
33utheast. And it's interesting that through all that

d3cumentation suggest that whether you support it or not -- I'm
241king about that insignificant impact.

25 One thing that did get some curiosity and if you're not
Pb6epared to respond to this, I can understand and I'm not going
23 belabor you with it. You mentioned something about -- your
28nsus would suggest that it wouldn't necessarily have any
28pact cultural consideration or sociocultural impact -- I'm

Bflght be phrasing it much different than you said it, but I'm
8%ing that trying to get to the gist of my question. I was
wdndering how do you establish that?

33
34 MR. LOCKHART: Well, there's two aspects of that.
Bbtually, one of them is whether or not there's -- aircraft are

d6ed as a customary and traditional method for the taking
wdlves, that's one point. And the other part is if the same-
d8y-airborne regulations would allow or would encourage enough
3% a take where it could effectively impact the population to
4he point that you might reduce the opportunity to the species.
41 And so, you know, we struggled with both parts of that
48d I'm not sure the data is good enough to make a call on
#Bat. The only thing we can look at is the populations appear
44 be doing very well and that they can probably withstand that
4imited amount of additional take that would take place.

46 It's very questionable in my mind how much of that is
4dtually subsistence.

48
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13

MR. THOMAS: That's fine.
1 MS. LOWE: If this regulation was to pass as the
Broposal here is -- could you explain to me what effect -- I
Mean, 1 read your analysis, but what effect would this have in
goutheast exactly?

5

6 MR. THOMAS: Again, there will be people here that can
rfespond better than that because they would -- you really
8idn't have Southeast hunter (ph), did you?

9

10 MR. LOCKHART: No, I really don't know to answer that

ghestion, I think that if you looked at the same-day-airborne
hilnting regulations where they allow per units, what didn't
i8clude Southeast? So it's very unlikely that it's an
éfffective tool, at least for taking wolves, in Southeast
Adaska, but I'm not qualified to really address that. There
héy be other here that would be better.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, I guess -- is this proposal --
18's a statewide proposal, but is it applicable to Southeast?
ZRat's what I'm wondering.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: 1It's a spider web enticing us into
PB8larization possibility that State is having difficult with
Phe rest of the world and would like us to be a catalyst in

26solving that. In which case we're not going to buy into it.
26
27 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chairman, it's also to point out

PBat each one of the Councils will be addressing this same
28sue, it is a statewide issue.

gg MR. THOMAS: All right.

gg MR. DALTON: Mr. Chairman.

gé MR. THOMAS: Richard.

gg MR. DALTON: I guess I'm having a hard time trying to

g8derstand between Interior and Southeast by using a plane to
B8ke the game of any kind. It would be very difficult for us
406 take out a plane. The majority of our planes over here is
éth wheels, not on pontoons and that's going to be difficult to
42y to take a plane out and try to shoot any animal for that
B3tter.

44 Maybe up in John's area, like Yakatat, where it's flat
4hd they see the game from the airplane, but in our areas its
h6stly hills and snowcapped mountains, so that's kind of
difficult for me to understand when you say taking a game from
48plane in our area because we don't usually utilize that. And
49
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then if we stop anyplace on our coastline here, the waves are
%0 good and heavy all the time we cannot stop there and try to
get off that plane and go up 100 yards and try to shoot the

Game.

4

5 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, are we going to ask questions or?
6

7 MR. THOMAS: We got probably six other people going to

§ive analysis on this thing. What do you want to ask?

9

10 MS. LOWE: Well, I just want to say that if I'm not
thistaken if this regulation passes then this is going to be
dpplicable to us as well, correct?

13

14 MR. LOCKHART: That's correct.

15

16 MS. LOWE: All right. Then I understand because it --

jliist because around Sitka and the ABC Island we don't have
#8lves and wolverine does not exclude the rest of Southeast and
I9m real familiar with taking wolves by plane in Southeast
dftound Ketchikan.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: Well, I'm going to worry about the red fox
28t there. Jim.

24

25 MR. KURTH: 1In your recommendation from this Council is
g6éing to be specific to Southeast.

27

28 MS. LOWE: Okay.

29

30 MR. KURTH: I think this speaks of substantial
8¥idence. What I would hope that this Council can do -- it's
3Pvious we don't know much about how airplanes interact with
38bsistence uses here. In making recommendation if you

8dpported this I would suspect that you would be willing to say
dbstomarily and traditionally airplane is an important way for
d6e to take wolves for subsistence. If they're not, I would
8lilspect you would tell us that this regulation is not conducive
88 our area because it's not a customary way to hunt wolves.
BAd now we have you to tell us that rather than have to guess.
40

41 MR. THOMAS: I'm sure we'll do that. We'll give it all
dile respect to the proposal and so we're going to burden
68rself with the rest of the process. Thank you very much,
Mike.

45 Now we'll hear from members of the public. And the
f6rst name on my list, the top of the list as usual, Tom Abel.
47

48 MR. ABEL: On this proposal?

49
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MR. THOMAS: You want to speak on Proposal Number 17
MR. ABEL: (Shakes head negatively)
MR. THOMAS: Okay. Clarence C. Hanlon.

MS. HANLON: No.

OO Jo Ul W -

MR. THOMAS: Mark Jacobs, do you want to speak on
P@loposal Number 1? Would you like to address Proposal Number
1? Yes or no.

12

13 MR. JACOBS: I don't have that on my list.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: Okay. Does anybody here from the public
héve testimony on Proposal Number 17

17

18 MR. ABEL: Can I amend my remark to say I am opposed to
18, but I'm speaking for myself only.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: So noted. I'm getting all these
¥2brations from our audience. Okay, thank you public for your
£8stimony.

24

25 MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chair.

26

277 MR. THOMAS: 1I'd like to offer an opportunity now for
p8blic/other. By other that would include -- this is for

?28spect to other agencies that may be in attendance today that
B8y the liberty to participate in these discussions. If that's
Bhe case, since I don't know exactly who or what, if you would
Bdise your hand to be recognized and step to the mic and we'll
BBeat input like we do everybody else's. If you choose not to
BlBen we'll continue, so if there's anybody from agencies that
Bave input around this, please feel free to participate.

36

37 MR. THOMPSON: Mr. Chair.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Ken.

40

41 MR. THOMAS: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, Ken Thompson, Forest

g2rvice. We in Southeast are concerned about being able to
BA8nt, fish, whatnot, same-day-airborne because that's the
pfimary way we travel around Southeast and I believe the
#8gulations state, except in regularly scheduled commercial
dbrcraft flights, that does not apply. So if that's what
gdu're concerned about, I believe that would be an exception --
é8ntinued exception, as would -- of course, it doesn't apply to
49
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ungulates or deer hunting where we're primarily concerned about
that opportunity.

MR. DALTON: Mr Chair.

MR. THOMAS: Richard.

~N oUW

MR. DALTON: 1I'd like to ask Ken a question. This
uestion has been bothering me a little bit, I'd like to ask
9ou a question. We're talking about airplanes, now, we need to

t81k about -- you're from the Forest Service Department, as you
ihtroduced yourself, is that correct?

12

13 MR. THOMPSON: That's correct.

14

15 MR. DALTON: Okay, I need to know from your official

tépacity or whoever is responsible, are you people in contract
%¥7ith the State Trooper and the Fish and Wildlife Service with
tHe State of Alaska?

19

20 MR. THOMPSON: No, we are not.

21

22 MR. DALTON: That means the Fish and Game and whoever

23 the Forest Service Department, he don't have authority to
d4rest anybody or give them a ticket or whatever? Does that
B&an that or .....

26

27 MR. THOMPSON: Well, Mr. Chairman, I don't know how far
¥8u want to get in this, we do have people in the audience who
28n address that at length.

30

31 MR. THOMAS: 1If the questions are not specific enough
3r you to respond to, you're not obligated to respond. If the
destions have content and are specific enough to respond you
34n do that. I am not going to subject anybody assumptions or
86 try to guess what's being looked for. Like I said, if you
gét a question, ask it. Give the courtesy, what's the
87tuation and then ask because there some cases that apply

d8fferent. So give us an example.
39
40 MR. DALTON: It's probably true, but we're having

problems in Hoonah with that, that's why I brought this up.
42

43 MR. THOMAS: That's what we need to know.

44

45 MR. DALTON: We had some problem with that in Hoonah
d46ea with the -- who issues the misdemeanor or who issues the
¥7olation. We need some kind of an answer or some kind of

é8idence to prove that they do have a contract with such and
49
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such an area where there's a restriction with the Forest
$ervice that's a Federal boundary line, so to speak, that the
Berson gets caught in the acting and animal or trapping, maybe
dven, if it is restricted and then a State Trooper or a Fish
4nd Game Service from the State Department just happened to be

5n that area and then issue a citation. I don't know if that
6s feasible to enforce that. If you have a contract with them
7 can understand maybe.

8

9 MR. THOMPSON: Again, Mr. Chairman, I .....

10

11 MR. THOMAS: There's a man in the audience that's going
t3d bail you out, Ken.

13

14 MR. TITUS: Good afternoon, my name is Kim Titus, I'm

the regional supervisor for the Division of Wildlife
Cénservation for Fish and Game, and the answer to that question
13, yes, the U.S. Forest Service and State Department of Public
$8fety in Hoonah do have various agreements so that the State
F8sh and Wildlife protection officers can enforce Federal

28gulations.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Does that answer .....

23

24 MS. LOWE: Would you identify yourself one more time
£6r me?

26

27 MR. TITUS: My name is Kim, K-i-m, Titus, T-i-t-u-s.
28

29 MR. DALTON: Mr. Chairman.

30

31 MS. LOWE: And ADF&G Regional Supervisor.

32

33 MR. TITUS: Yes, in Douglas.

34

35 MR. DALTON: Mr. Chairman.

36

37 MR. THOMAS: Richard.

38

39 MR. DALTON: 1In order to satisfy me, I would like to

48e the paperwork on that, whereby you have a contractual with
#he Forest Service and whereby you carry your credential of
dthority. I need to see the paperwork on that in order to
43tisfy and justify my feelings.

44

45 MR. TITUS: Okay, thank you.

46

47 MR. THOMAS: Thank you.

48
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UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Can you make that available; that
tontract? I think that's what he's asking for.

MS. LOWE: Getting out of hand.

MR. THOMAS: Please come forward.

~N oUW

MS. KERN: Mr. Chairman, my name is Charmaine Kern and
8 am a special agent with the U.S. Forest Service Law
Bnforcement capacity.

10

11 MS. LOWE: Would spell your name, Charmaine, please?
12

13 MS, KERN: Charmaine and the last name is Kern,
Kd4e-r-n.

15

16 MS. LOWE: Charmaine?

17

18 MS. KERN: C-h-a-r-m-a-i-n-e.

19

20 MS. LOWE: Thank you.

21

22 MS. KERN: Okay. To address your question, the U.S.

FBrest Service does employ certain employees under law
gdforcement, they're law enforcement officers or special
agents. We have the authority -- our authority comes from 16-
P6C (551) and USC(559). Those are the authorities for us to do
23w enforcement work on any National Forest system land. And
2Bat's where our authority comes from, we do enforce all of the
P8deral regulations that pertain to National Forest system land
36 well as some certain State regulations as well.

31 And as far as the subsistence regulations, we enforce
BHose. It's not a matter of a contract or anything with the
38ate or with the State Troopers. We work along side of the
S#ate Troopers many times, but we each have different
dbthorities and different jurisdictions. We are the primary
d6thority for the enforcement of the Federal subsistence when
3%'s on our land. And I don't know i1if that answers your
gGflestion.

39

40 MR. THOMAS: Is that description available, can you
thdke that available to where the public can read, to
dRAderstand, because I think what's happening is people are
g8bjected to confrontations with different people and in some
éd4ses that authority has been violated by people that posture
#hemselves as people that would be authorized in that capacity.
480 I think this would help in the area to know who to
dfiticipate with that kind of authority.

48
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MS. KERN: Okay.

MR. THOMAS: So we'll know who to hide from.

SN

MS. KERN: Yeah, it would be Forest Service Law
Bnforcement, but, you know, officials. And, again, our
éuthority, and we can make that available to you, but it comes
from 16-USC, Sections 551 and 559 is our enforcement and arrest
8uthorities and our jurisdiction -- our area of jurisdiction,
fhen, is confined to National Forest system land or adjoining
18nd and if it involves a violation that we may be a party of
ihterest, that's our jurisdiction.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: Can you get a copy of that to

M4. Jorgensen?

15

16 MS. KERN: Certainly can.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Who's doing this for you; who's your
téntract with?

20

21 MS. KERN: See that's what I think the confusion is

22ght now. There is no contract, I don't know what you mean by
28ntract. We have the authority through the United States
géde, that give us the authority do enforcement.

25

26 MS. LOWE: I'm not questioning that. What I'm saying
23 1f a person was on Federal land and he did something wrong
28d a Fish and Game official arrested him, a State Fish and
glme official arrested him, where did his authority come from?
30

31 MS. KERN: Okay, State Fish and Game officers have
BHeir own authority to enforce certain regulations. They
g8dforce State law, they enforce -- the State Troopers do not
Bdve the authority to enforce Federal regulation, at least, our
B&deral regulations pertaining to the National Forest system.
36

37 MS. LOWE: One other .....

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Can you say that again?

40

41 MS. LOWE: One other question.

42

43 MS. KERN: The State Troopers do not enforce our
Bdderal regs in that they do not write -- they cannot write a
#hcket for a Federal -- at the Title 36 Federal regulation or a

gd6bsistence regulations, a State Trooper cannot write a ticket
£3r those regulations, only a Federal official can.

48
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MR. THOMAS: Thank you. I think we'll cut it off

there. I just looked and I haven't found the word enforcement
Zn the question of the proposal.

3

4 MS. KERN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

5

6 MR. THOMAS: We're going to confine our comments

felevant to the contents of the proposal. And, you know, if
®e're going to address other area, those need to somehow be in
8 proposal form. And in one breath I'll apologize for that
h8ppening. In the next breath I want to assure you that we
¥adnt to be representative and those are important and pertinent
add if you got one in on me, you got one in on me. Ann.

13

14 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, actually he did not get one in on
¥6u because the enforcement of this regulation from flying in
the plane and trapping and stuff is an important issue on
F&deral lands and I think that's what Mr. Dalton was trying to
&8t to is who 1s going to enforce this regulation and who do we
dfiswer to over it.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: Okay, anybody else have any information on
PRis? John.

23

24 MR. VALE: 1I'd like to ask one of the Department of

Phsh and Game staff the question I posed earlier. If they're
dware of any use of same-day-airborne aircraft to take
Plrbearers in Southeast Alaska here? 1If any of them can
28spond to that I would appreciate an answer.

29

30 MR. DINNEFORD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, I'm Bruce
Binneford, Department of Fish and Game, Division of Wildlife in
3@utheast Alaska.

33

34 MS. LOWE: Bruce, slow down. How do you spell your
3&st name?

36

37 MR. DINNEFORD: D-i-n-n-e-f-o-r-d. And the only

8Ramples of that I know, John, would be occasionally in past
$8ars, as you're aware, that some trappers from Yakatat would
£0y out and work marten trap lines. And that and I think they
wére trapping for wolves, is about the only examples I can
8peak to. There might have been some other species that they
w8re targeting on too, but elsewhere in Southeast Alaska I'm
Aét aware of any examples.

45

46 MS. LOWE: Did you answer John's question, were they
¥Jolations or is this just a .....

48
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MR. DINNEFORD: No, it was the practice of pursuing
furbearers with use of aircraft.

2 MR. VALE: Thank you.

3

4 MS. PHILLIPS: What criteria was used for sociocultural
begions?

6

7 MR. DINNEFORD: We have some cultural anthropologist

8hat are on our staff who tried to investigate how those --
Bhey tried to find background research would probably have
dfiswers in that and they didn't find very much. So when we say
that there's -- you know, wouldn't result in a sociocultural
1fpact, it's just really our initial assessment, we were
t8lying on information from you to suggest otherwise. But we
dén't have any information that suggests otherwise at this

pbint.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: ©No more questions? Okay, that concludes
08r input from the public and staff, so .....

19

20 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: Yes.

23

24 MR. LOCKHART: I'm sorry, one of the things I neglected

£26 do and I don't know if it's appropriate and if you want this
a6 part of the analysis, but we are prepared to summarize the
2@mments that were received in our office. The public comments
8 each proposal. It'll take more time, you have that in front
28 you on that list, but it's just up to you, whatever you want
86 do.

31

32 MR. THOMAS: Yeah, on this one, no. Okay, now we have
88 plan for Council deliberations and actions. By actions we
84ther adopt or don't adopt. Ann.

35

36 MS. LOWE: I just wanted to get clear how we're going
8@ do it. Do you want us to put a motion to the positive on

BHe floor and then discuss it and then vote it instead of
d%scussing it first?

40

41 MR. THOMAS: Yeah.

42

43 MS. LOWE: Motion made to adopt Proposal 1.

44

45 MR. THOMAS: Motion has been made to adopt Proposal 1.
46

477 MS. LOWE: Need a second.

48
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MS. ROBINSON: I'll second it for discussion.
1
2 MR. THOMAS: For your information, whether you agree or
disagree with the action, nothing can happen without
éompleteness of the formality. So the longer you wait for a
5econd, the longer you wait to go to bed tonight. So let's
proceed with it and we're going to be trim as we can, the whole

fhing, so discussion. Ann.
8
9 MS. LOWE: Okay, I'm going to support -- I'm going to

$Peak to the support of this regulation. It says in ANILCA
that people who are taking subsistence should be able to use --
12 Section 811 (b), notwithstanding any other provision of this
48t or any other law the Secretary shall permit on public lands
dppropriate use for subsistence purposes of snowmobiles, motor
bbdats and other means of surface transportation to additionally
émhployee for such purposes by local residents, subject to
t&asonable regulation.

18 And having lived in the Ketchikan area and the Prince
08 Wales, in logging camps and participating in logging and
PRapping for a very long time and living in Sitka for a number
3T years and having trapped here for some 20 years, I can
2@stify to the fact that airplanes are used to trap. And that
28 to run trap lines or to hunt wolves or to hunt wolverines.
PAere are no wolverines, of course, on the ABC Islands, but
Phey do occur around the Ketchikan area and Meyers Chuck and
Botaces like that.

277 And it is not impossible to land a plane and take a
#81f down or a wolverine down on the beach or to go and check
2Be trap line for an animal that you're after with a plane and
F0think it's because ANILCA says that we can use the more
ddvanced techniques today that we're not relegated to canoes
38d stones and sticks. That we can advance the rest of the
®w3rld in our pursuilt of subsistence practices that this should
Bé allowed.

35 I also want to point out in the thing that was passed
d6ound to us, there's objections to this proposal from the Park
3&rvice. And the Park Service states in here that within parks
3d8d monuments is prohibited by the National Park Service
B8gulations and I want to know i1if ANILCA takes precedent over
BP@rk Service regulations. Because 1f it does, the Park Service
#&égulations can change and reflect a better program for
gibsistence users and the trapping and I'm thinking that since
#Bat's our job on this Committee, is to help protect
g8d4bsistence users through the ANILCA that any regulations that
dbe promulgated by any of these Federal bureaucracies that do
A6t fall under those auspices need to be changes. So that's
éfle of the things I'm suggesting the National Park Service do
48 this gets adopted.
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1 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion? John.

2

3 MR. VALE: I guess I would point out that in 811 there
d4sn't any provision for aircraft in that section. It's only
for - - ... ..

6

7 MS. LOWE: Other means of transportation .....

8

9 MR. THOMAS: Uh-uh-uh, stop.

10

11 MR. VALE: ..... it's only for other means of surface

tZansportation, traditionally employed. And surface is the
bptimum word there, I would like to ask if one of our Federal
péople if they have any knowledge of the Congressional record
f6r ANILCA and the discussions that involved use of aircraft
d6cess.

17 I know that's a pretty large topic, but I'm wondering
18 there's any kind of summary could be provided.

19

20 MR. THOMAS: Would you like it read if they have it?

21

22 MR. VALE: Pardon?

23

24 MR. THOMAS: Would you like it read if they do have it?
25

26 MR. VALE: If they could give some kind of a response
2Here.

28

29 MS. LOWE: Here's the Federal record and here is it

B8rked, pass it down to John, please. Thank you.

31

32 MR. VALE: If it's too broad a gquestion then that's
8Ray, I'll just continue on. And it's an open question to any
3#4 our Federal people here.

35

36 MR. DALTON: The thing that disturbs me a little bit as
83r as airplane is concerned. My impression was when I went up
88 Yakatat to hunt the moose I didn't hunt out of a plane, but
39did charter a plane from Yakatat it took me to the camp where
Z0could hunt from. Now, I could see that being used, but if
wé&'re airborne and then we start to hunt from that airplane and
d48e a gun from that airplane I would be against that, myself, I
#w3uld not like to support that.

44

45 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, this proposal is about trapping,
46's not about hunting. It's about trapping regs.

47

48 MR. THOMAS: Airborne travel, yeah. Yeah, it doesn't
49
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suggest anything about hunting from there, just getting
lindiscernible) you got there by air. That's where it says,
£he taking a wolverine by firearm one day on which the airborne
Bravel occurred.

4

5 MR. VALE: Mr. Chair, I'd like to have the floor. Jim,
8o you have any response to that question?

7

8 MR. KURTH: I don't think you'll find the legislation

Bistory giving you a specific answer. But Congress did,
t8rtainly, recognize that new and modern methods weren't to be
ptrohibited by this law. If the Chair will let me, I think what
¥du want to do is focus on just exactly what this would change.
1Bhis would let you, the same day you're airborne, kill a wolf,
44 arctic fox, a coyote, a wolf or a lynx.

15

16 MR. THOMAS: Yeah.

17

18 MR. KURTH: That's the only change and what you have to

d@cide are those activities that you do in your areas.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: Okay. I issued an instruction earlier
£dday. If you're going to ask a question, as a question.

28t's not be asking for material where the answers might be.

2% you have a specific question, let's see if got to respond
26, because none of us are gathering anything from the
2ésponses. If they do have it we don't know what they said, we
ddn't know what they mean, so let's just keep our questions
28nfined to specifics, please. Marilyn.

29
30 MS. WILSON: Yeah, Mr. Chairman, I don't think this
Broposal and regulation is enforceable. I don't see any sense

82 making more regulation when it really can't be enforced.
33

34 MR. THOMAS: Okay, further discussion. Ann.
35
36 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, this is not making more

Bégulation, this is actually letting up a little bit. 1It's
3d8ding wording, verbiage that allows you to do this from
BPapping as I can see. If you'll read the original thing --
49d yes, they do have ways of enforcing. I've been contacted a
f&éw times myself in Southeast from a plane, so, they can do it
4?2 they have a mind to.

43

44 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion? John.

45

46 MR. VALE: Well, the enforceability of this one creates
d7real problem for me because I find it being a very difficult
#8gulation to enforce, so -- somebody is out there up and

49
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around in an airplane on skis and they see some wolves, they
tan land and blast them without going 300 feet away from the
dirplane and nobody is going to know the difference and that's
Where the enforceability creates a problem for me.

4 And for the sake of the Council our Advisory Committee
had addressed SDA landing and shooting of animals and we
basically been opposed to it and felt that the use of aircraft
is -- really has not been traditionally employed. So I guess
Based on that past input that I've received from the community
2'm going to be opposing this proposal here.

10

11 MR. THOMAS: Okay. We're not going to be exchanging
afd defending our position on here. We're going to defend our
pP3sitions with a vote. So if you've got discussion that hasn't
ddready been said?

15

16 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair.

17

18 MR. THOMAS: Ann.

19

20 MS. LOWE: I don't know if I'm going to be able to say

2his correctly, but we're looking at subsistence proposals
R2re, this is a trapping proposal, this is not a hunting. This
23 something that has gone on in Southeast since I can
2émember, it is being used by trappers, it's an activity that
BR&s gone on already. I would like to have this tailored more
26 Southeast needs, 'cause, obviously, we don't have to worry
about fox, red fox, coyote or lynx. Maybe up in your area that
B8ght be a possibility.

29 But we do use this airplane for wolves and wolverines,
¥0don't know about -- Marilyn can talk more about her area for
F¥nx or whatever. We do use airplanes to run trap lines and I
BAow this is a statewide or Federal land wide proposal here,
d38d if there's someway that we can craft this to meet the
84bsistence users needs that are in our area, and not hamper or
Birt anyone else's Council or area where they practice certain
Bbhings, I would like to see some help here in crafting this so
BHat it does.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion?

40

41 MS. PHILLIPS: My concerns are on the sociocultural
#2asons. Not everyone in rural Alaska who has a subsistence
PBiority can afford an airplane. Ninety-nine percent of us
Bd4ve boats and I can relate with boats, but not a single of the
ébmmunity that I live in owns an airplane. And if we were

461king about buying an airplane, you're talking about possibly
8700,000.00 investment and to me that isn't establishing a
p8iority. Because they can afford an airplane they have a
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priority to the use to a subsistence right to trapping. So
that's where my concern is.

2

3 MR. THOMAS: Are these furbearing animals on wing or on

foot? I was just wondering why subsistence went so high tech.
5John.

6

7 MR. VALE: When planes are used for trapping in
8outheast Alaska, how does it work, traditionally, I mean,
wheeled aircraft using strips or are they on floats or are they

0l skis or -- how does usually work?
11
12 MS. LOWE: Most planes in Southeast Alaska are float

pRanes, that's how we get back and forth to communities, is on
d4float plane, a bush plane. The wheel planes didn't show up
1h Southeast until recently when we got these air strips in
Kétchikan and Sitka and some of these places you see wheeled
pIanes. A lot of them have the wheels underneath the floats,
b8t float planes are the way people get around in Southeast,
tRBat's where the bush pilot came from in Southeast from float
plane use.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: And the excitement grows. Further
d3scussion?

24

25 MR. DALTON: Yes.

26

27 MR. THOMAS: Richard.

28

29 MR. DALTON: I'm still having a hard time about
RFflstening to this about using a plane for trap line. 1It's

dlmost impossible from where I come from. I've been trapper
83r 50 years and I've used double-ender to get in between my
BBap lines. And I run the trap lines by foot. And that's
Béally a subsistence user and I'm a failure, I've done all
Bhese all my life, I've never witness any plane in my area to
B6n a plane (sic).

37 If I need to, maybe, I'd charter a plane for me to get
88 my cabin, but that's as far as a plane would take me. But
®8 cannot afford -- even now, we cannot afford to buy a speed

BOat that will do, at least, 30 miles an hour or a 19 footer to
£its us where we need to fit. But in the time that I remember
48 far as trapping is concerned and my hunting expertise, it
wds on the same boat to get to where we need to get and then we
d4ed to be dropped off and then when the season is over they
45ed to come and pick us up.

46 And then we brought our fur to that boat and then we
B¥ought it home. That was a traditional -- that is
48aditional. We're not talking about modern day, now, I'm
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talking about traditional. And I think we should -- if we're
oing to stay in cultural and traditional, let's stay with it
adnd then institute the subsistence uses.

2 MR. THOMAS: Are we at a point where we can vote yet?
2 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair.

g MR. THOMAS: Are we not?

%O MS. LOWE: No, we're not. 1I'd like to point out for

lhformational purposes up in the Interior many Native people
hdve planes and they are not rich people. And they customarily
h8e these planes to get around. I can speak to from this
bécause I've been up there at a lot of these Council meetings
ahd listened to numerous testimony.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: These are Southeast proposals.

18

19 MS. LOWE: Yes, but they're telling us this is

8@atewide, is what they're telling us and how this is going to
dpply to all Federal lands. And what I'm saying is, 1is you do
A2t have to be a very real rich person to have a plane. And no
m3tter what your financial status is in life, subsistence is
#ét about economics and finance, it's about a customary and
£baditional lifestyle. And what you may or may not have done
2stomarily and traditionally to get these products or use
PHese resources. It is not about who's rich and who's poor.

28 Just like it's some other things that they tired to
29mit us subsistence users. It's not about using bows and
dftrows and sticks, it's about being able to go after the
Bésource in an efficient way and make use of it in the most
g8fficient way as ANILCA gives us the authority to do and
B8cognizes. And I'm trying my best for those that have
8éntacted me from the Southeast Alaska who use these methods
dhd who are not necessarily rich people to represent here that
Bhis is one of the things, one of the ways that we have trapped
3# Southeast Alaska. This is a vehicle that we have used to
B8ap with, other people have seine boats, which I could never
3d8ford. And other people have fast boats, other people walk,

#hey choose to do things in different ways. However, they are
gdllbsistence users.
42 And I'm trying to represent to the best I can those

p8ople who have contacted me about this proposal and their
ééncerns about protecting their right to continue to trap the
way they've done it in the past and have been recognized as by
#he State as well.

47

48 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion?

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



28

MS. WILSON: Mr. Chairman.

MR. THOMAS: Marilyn.

gadwbdh -

MS. WILSON: I think we better realize that up north,
oo, that it's not how you take the game, like Ann said, your
Mmethods get better. Our people didn't stay in the Stone Age,

®e try to improve. But I think that we need to give our -- the
Subsistence -- maybe the subsistence people up north or
W%herever they use planes, maybe the chance to do this.

11 I'm having a hard time deciding on this proposal here,

b&cause I'm not familiar with any of it, but I'm trying to put
hyself in a subsistence hunter's or trapper's shoes. And it
hdybe that that's how they make their living is trapping and
@6ing these things. I'm kind of trying to put myself in the
bther area's shoes, the other people that live in the other
d¥eas.

18

19 MR. THOMAS: I would do that too, but I don't know who
Phey are, so it'd be pretty hard for me to do that.

21

22 MR. VALE: Sorry, Mr. Chair, one last comment.
23
24 MR. THOMAS: You know, we've had a two-way dialogue on

£his and I'm going to discontinue it. We'll take a roll call
¥6te, yes or no on Proposal 1.

27

28 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, just one more caution. As the
€8uncil develops their reasons why and why not, we have a
dharge in here that we're suppose to give sufficient evidence
dhd so forth, so if we're going to vote on this could we lay
34t the reasons why we do or do not support it and give the
PBoper document, which is biological reasons, as ANILCA says,
WAy we —-- 'cause if we don't adopt certain thing we restrict
S3tbsistence users and our goal is not to restrict subsistence
36ers, so can I make that caution?

37

38 MR. THOMAS: I can't imagine anything being left for
BRose that support it. Call the roll, please.

40

41 MS. LOWE: Okay. We'll start .....

42

43 MR. THOMAS: Start with me.

44

45 MS. LOWE: Okay. Bill.

46

47 MR. THOMAS: Okay, I'm going to vote no. And the
#8ason being is that it's a -- it is too ambiguous or it
49
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doesn't apply very much to Southeast the way it's written. To
try to assume what people -- and if you were to compare
distances in the Lower 48 or what people in Los Angeles will be
determining for people in Portland, isn't real realistic.

4 And I don't think that would be too acceptable people
bfrom the Arctic Slope, determining what happens on Baranof
&sland. And so most of this applies to areas out of Southeast
dnd I guess I'm just not sold on the performance of this, so my
$ote is no and those are the reasons.

9

10 MS. LOWE: Herman Kitka.

11

12 MR. KITKA: No.

13

14 MS. LOWE: John Feller.

15

16 MR. FELLER: No.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Richard Dalton, Senior.

19

20 MR. DALTON: No.

21

22 MS. LOWE: Patricia Phillips.

23

24 MS. PHILLIPS: No, for similar reason as Bill, because
25 is not area specific.

26

27 MS. LOWE: Mim Robinson.

28

29 MS. ROBINSON: No.

30

31 MS. LOWE: Marilyn Wilson.

32

33 MS. WILSON: No, because it's not enforceable.
34

35 MS. LOWE: Millie Stevens.

36

37 MS. STEVENS: ©No, for all the above reasons.
38

39 MS. LOWE: Ann Lowe. Yes. John Vale.

40

41 MR. VALE: ©No, because I don't believe it's an

éfAforceable regulation and people in my community have told me
#Bat they felt that it's an unfair and disrespectful to the
d4dimal population to allow an advantage such as same-day-
dbhrborne.

46

47 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman the motion failed one, nine,
48ro.
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1 MR. THOMAS: Okay, thank you.

2

3 MS. LOWE: Can you slow down a minute, I've got to
write all this stuff down.

5

6 MR. THOMAS: Well, I'm going to exercise some authority
Here and declare a five minute break.

8

9 MS. LOWE: Good.

10

11 (Off record)

12

13 (On record)

14

15 MR. THOMAS: Okay, we'll go back into session, but

béfore we do I think Gina has an announcement for us.
17

18 MS. MARTINEZ: (Shakes her head negatively)

19

20 MR. THOMAS: Not now? She chickened out. Proposal
Nilimber 2.

22

23 MR. LOCKHART: Mr. Chair, Proposal Number 2 is also

8dbmitted by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. And
Phere's a big long table here that I'm not going to read, that
Y6u all can look at. Essentially, the proposed regulation
@wduld align .....

28

29 MS. LOWE: Get your mouth right up close there.

30

31 MR. LOCKHART: 1Is that better?

32

33 MS. JORGENSEN: Mark can't hear you.

34

35 MS. LOWE: Mark Jacobs in the audience can't hear you.
36

37 MR. LOCKHART: Okay. I'll try and talk a little
F8uder. Sorry about that.

39 Essentially, this proposal request that the State and

B8deral seasons with regard to wolves, both hunting and
#tapping, be aligned. So it reflects a section of the Federal
#2gulation, Section 25 (k) throughout the units. And
é3sentially for Southeast Proposals 1 through 4.

44 If you look at the existing regulation for hunting
¢bu'll see that for hunting that there's no harvest limits, but
dfhder the proposed regulation change there will be a harvest
4imit of five. Under the existing season, that runs from July
48t through June 30 and under the proposed regulation change it
49
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would run from August 1lst to April 30th.

1 Okay, for trapping, essentially they would be the same
for Southeast. Alaska Department of Fish and Game cites the
Beason for changing the regulation to align the Federal
#eqgulation with those that were adopted by the Board of Game in
Sune of 1993. The changes described will align Federal
fegulations and reduce confusion among hunters and trappers as
%o locations of Federal and State property boundaries and which
Begulations would prevail. It will also reduce law enforcement
Problems.

10 The Department's comments on the effect of proposed
thange on wildlife population, the Department believes they
#%3uld be insignificant. State regulations designed to provide
ddequate harvest limits without causing over harvest. Wolf
pPépulations in these Units are amply abundant to sustain the
d8ditional two to four weeks of trapping harvest.

16 The extended season will allow the additional taking of
¥3lves for personal use and some case income. By having the
$8me provisions in both Federal and State regulations, trappers
t8n avoid confusion when uncertain as to whether they are on
3flate or Federal property.

21 The staff looked at this. It was, again, a biologist
22gulations person and a cultural anthropologist that reviewed
£2Bis proposal and I'm just going to try and capture some the
BRdgh point of our analysis.

25 Proposal 2 by ADF&G would modify Federal subsistence
Rénagement regulations regarding wolf hunting and trapping
8&asons and harvest limits to correspond with the State
?28gulations. The proposal would reduce the length of the
2@rrent Federal wolf hunting seasons in Southeastern Alaska, it
®0uld reduce the wolf hunting harvest limit in 16 units or
8tbunits. It would liberalize the wolf hunting harvest limit
33 eight limits or subunits, it would liberalize the Federal
BBapping season in nine units.

34 Wolf numbers appear to be stable or increasing,
dbthough, there are some local areas of concern. Wolves
B6rmally breed from late February till early April.
Bistorically, wolves have been taken by a variety of methods
88r fur and for the purpose of controlling their numbers. Most
®w8lves are harvested during the winter months, when pelts are
p@ime and travel conditions are most conducive.

41 In Units 1, 2, 3 in the non-regulatory years from 1984
42 1992, only 17 of 643, which is 2.6 percent of the wolves
4Bat were reported taken by Federally qualified users were
#d4king during the May-July period, which is part of the
pboposal that would change.

46 Again, the proposal is primarily concerned with
#égulatory consistency, per Federal regulations governing wolf
BA8nting and trapping season lengths and harvest limits are, for
49
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the most part, a reflection of State regulations as they
éxisted in the 1990-1991 season with a couple of minor
Rodifications.

3 The Alaska Board of Game has made several changes in
4992. They reduced the hunting season in Southeastern Alaska
fUnits 1 through 5) and established a close season in those
gears from May through July. By previous Federal Subsistence
Board action Unit 5 wolf hunting season harvest limits were
8hanged and they are now consistent with the State regulations.
9 Establishing a May through July closed season for
hOnting wolves in Southeastern Alaska would reduce harvest
bpportunity, even though the past harvest during this period
hds been quite small. While wolf numbers seem to have been a
13ttle affected by a year-round open hunting season, a May-July
tdosed season will afford protection to wolves during the main
bhrthing and pup-rearing period.

16 Wolf hunting harvest limits have little application to
t&gulating the overall harvest of wolves over the state. Given
tBe fact that under a trapping license, individuals can take
#81lves with a firearm and there is no harvest limit. Current
@61f hunting harvest limits and seasons which beginning in
Rligust are designed to allow opportunistic take of wolves while
RBiAnters are chasing other game.

23 Extending the wolf trapping season through April in
PAits 13 and 19 through 26 would provide an additional 15 to 30
dadys of opportunity to utilize traps and snares. Several
2éncerns with existing and proposed Federal subsistence wolf
8&asons have been identified. In light of subsistence uses,
£8king wolves outside of November through March pelt primeness
Period may be viewed as a wasteful use of the resource.
Bllowing the harvest late into the reproductive period also may
déviate from the accepted principles of wildlife management.

32 Reducing the wolf hunting season to incorporate a May
88 July closed season for Units 1 through 3 will have minimal
Bdological and socioceconomic impact. At current estimated
E&6vels, wolf populations would not be impacted by a May to July
8bosure, particularly since this is a period of low harvest
dc¢tivity.

38 Our staff recommends that because of the levels of
w8lves or the absence of wolves in Unit 4, the most appropriate
éburse for action would be eliminate the season in Unit 4.

That is counter to the State's desire to align regulation and
#2duce public confusion. However, we believe it is more
dppropriate action because if wolves do, in fact, occur in Unit
44they could not be considered a healthy population.

45 Adoption of the State's wolf hunting bag limits will
dbso have minimal biological and socioceconomic impact. As a
pr¥actical matter, harvest opportunities under trapping and
B8nting licenses overlap, with the effect that the more liberal
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trapping regulations are more likely to prevail. Where Federal
harvest limits are more restrictive that those of the state, a
RBunter has the option of taking wolves under State regulations
8ince Federal lands are generally not closed to wolf hunters by
don-Federally qualified subsistence users.

5 Conversely, the Federal Subsistence Board wish to
fetain a different management strategy for wolves on Federal
Jands in those units. They would have to take specific action
8to limit harvest activities under State regulations.

9 Finally, extending the Federal subsistence wolf
t@apping season in Units 13, which doesn't apply to us, and 19
through 26 through the month of April will not increase the
b¥%erall harvest of wolves. The liberalization of State
tB3apping seasons in these units corresponds, in part, with the
Adaska Board of Game management strategies which seem to be
dbmed at wolf population reduction.

16 And with that I'll conclude our analysis and take
Gilestions.

18

19 MR. THOMAS: I see it makes reference to rural

28sidents on Unimak Island. Who lives on Unimak Island?

21

22 MR. WILLIS: There's a community at False Pass --
28sidents on Unimak Island, they have customary and traditional
Ade of resources on Unimak Island, that's Unit 10 under the
3bate Game Management Unit system.

26

27 MR. THOMAS: Okay. Ann.

28

29 MS. LOWE: Okay, I notice in Proposal Number 2 it's

Bfioken down hunting and trapping and then it says proposal for
Bégulation change. Under hunting it has Unit 1 through 4,
Barvest limit of five and then you turn the page and go to
BBapping and it doesn't have Unit 1 through 4. What happened?
34

35 MR. LOCKHART: Well, I believe they're in alignment.
Bbhe trapping season is already in alignment, so it's not
8llggesting a change there.

38

39 MS. LOWE: The State and the Federal .....

40

41 MR. LOCKHART: The State and the Federal seasons are in
da2ignment.

43

44 MS. LOWE: Okay.

45

46 MR. LOCKHART: It's only the hunting season.

47

48 MS. LOWE: So you just listed the ones you were wanting
49
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to change.

1

2 MR. LOCKHART: Where there was a change, that's
dorrect.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: Any other questions? Thank you. Any

public would like to testify on Proposal Number 2? No public,
How about agencies that I haven't identified by name? Okay,
®e'll bring it back to the Council for deliberation and action.
9What's the wish of the Council?

10

11 MR. VALE: Move to adopt.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: 1It's been moved to adopt.
14

15 MS. ROBINSON: Second.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Moved and seconded. Further discussion?
18

19 MS. PHILLIPS: Question.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: Question is called. Call the roll,
B2ease.

23

24 MS. LOWE: Okay. Herman Kitka.
25

26 MR. KITKA: Yes.

27

28 MS. LOWE: John Feller.

29

30 MR. FELLER: Yes.

31

32 MS. LOWE: Richard Dalton, Senior.
33

34 MR. DALTON: Yes.

35

36 MS. LOWE: Patricia Phillips.
37

38 MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.

39

40 MS. LOWE: Mim Robinson.

41

42 MS. ROBINSON: Yes.

43

44 MS. LOWE: Marilyn Wilson.

45

46 MS. WILSON: Yes.

47

48 MS. LOWE: Millie Stevens.

49
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1 MS. STEVENS: Yes.

2

3 MS. LOWE: Ann Lowe. Yes. John Vale.

4

5 MR. VALE: Yes.

6

7 MS. LOWE: And last, but not least, Bill Thomas.

8

9 MR. THOMAS: Say that every time, I'm getting
$0spicious. No.

11

12 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, the proposal passed, nine, one,
t8ro.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: You guys learned a lesson from the last
p6oposal, that was pretty fast. Okay, Proposal Number 3, won't
hdve to take a break on this one. Proposal Number 3, staff,
please.

19

20 MR. WILLIS: My name is Robert Willis, I'm a biologist

@ith the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Subsistence Division.
22hat's W-i-1-1-i-s, Ann, I see you looking at me already.

23 Proposals Number 3 and 4 are identical, so in the
24terest of time I'll discuss them together. One was submitted
By Janice Churchill and the other by the Stikine Sportsman's
R6sociation. Both deal with moose hunting in the Stikine River
d¥ea.

28 The proposed regulation for change is 25(k) (1), which
2Be current regulation states Unit 1(B) south and east of
B8Conte Bay and Glacier, one antlered bull with spike-fork or
830-inch antlers or three brow tines on ether antler, by Federal
B2gistration permit only. Public land within the Stikine River
dBainage are closed except to Alaska rural residents who have

8Btained a Federal registration permit. Open season, September
35 to October 15.
36 The proposed changed regulation would read: Unit 1(B),

833uth and east of LeConte Bay and Glacier, one bull by Federal
B8gistration permit only. Public lands within the Stikine
B9ver drainage are closed except to Alaska rural residents who

KBve obtained a Federal registration permit. Open season,
géptember 15 to October 15.
42 Now, the change here involves the removal of the antler

#8striction which is currently in effect, that is the spiked-
£#4rk or 50-inch or three brow tine portion of that regulation.
4%here would be no other changes.

46 The reasons given for the change by Ms. Churchill and
#He Stikine Sportsman's Association are that the antler
#8striction does not work well because of State and private
49
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lands intermix with Federal lands in the area. And they say
that there is no accurate information on the moose population
2Zn his area. They do not think this proposal will have any
g@ffect on the moose population and will give subsistence

Aunters better opportunities for bagging moose. There was no
biological information submitted in support.
6 The proposal, in effect, would return seasons on

Federal public lands to the condition which existed prior to
Bast year, this past season, the 1993 season. And this season
Was established by the Board in April 1993 restricting harvest
0l Federal public lands to spike-fork or 50-inch bulls, based
bh evidence of a long decreasing trend in the health of the
Uait 1(B) Stikine River moose population. The Board for that
tBe antler restriction was necessary to conserve a healthy
héose population in the Stikine River drainage. High over-
#inter calf mortality and the over-harvest of young bulls under
d6on bull or bull only, if you prefer, harvest limit had
t&sulted in a moose population with a very low adult bull moose
tB8mponent.

19 Of 312 moose that were aged by ADF&G and Forest Service
g8flnce 1980, 64 percent were 1.5 years old, and 96 percent were
315 years old or younger. This lack of breeding age bulls has
2dused a decline in the calf production and survival since
dBout 1983. Current estimates place the population at around
200 animals or less; and the carrying capacity of the range is
g5timated to be about 450 animals. Browse surveys 1in the area
2hdicate that browse is being under utilized.

277 The reported harvest of bulls has declined each year
88nce 1988. You have in your booklets a graft which compares
£Be one on the left hand side of the wall up here which shows
Bhat both the harvest of bulls and hunter success has declined
Badther dramatically since 1988. That chart runs from 1988
gRatil 1992. The reported harvest in 1988 was 58, which was a
B8cord high, and it's declined annually to 19 in 1992. And our
P#eliminary data furnished to me by ADF&G shows that there was
35 bulls harvested in 1993 under the spike-four, 50-inch
Bégulation.

37 The spike-fork, 50-inch regulation is designed to
P8otect the breeding males of the herd. It allows the number
3% bulls to increase and mature while still maintaining
gQ0bsistence opportunities. Implementation of this regulation
4h other parts of the state has shown that the bull/cow ratio
48d a number of mature bulls within a population can generally
B8 restored in three to five years barring any unusual severe
Wwéather conditions.

45 ADF&G field biologist in cooperation with biologists of
#he Federal resource agencies presented a similar proposal to
#He Board of Game, as you may recall, in 1993. This proposal
£#8r a spike-fork, 50-inch regulation was rejected by the Board
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of Game because of opposition from local people. Almost all of
the moose harvested in this area are taken by residents of
Wrangell and Petersburg.

3 The conclusions that we drew from analysis is returning
40 the one bull harvest, rather than the spike-fork, 50-inch
begulation, which was put into effect last year would
perpetuate the problems of a lack of breeding age bulls, poor
Zalf survival and a population decline, and is therefore
8nconsistent with management and conservation of a healthy
Population. The harvest by subsistence users may increase the
fllrst year under an any bull regulation, but this harvest level
tdnnot be maintained over time and will continue to decline
hAtil such time as subsistence hunting opportunity may be lost
t8mpletely. Questions.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: Yeah, in the reason for changing the
tégulation says the antler restriction did not work because of
$fate and private lands on the river. My questions is how is
18 determined when a restriction works or doesn't work?

19

20 MR. WILLIS: TI can't answer that. You'd have to ask
Phe person who wrote it.

22

23 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Anybody else? John.

24

25 MR. VALE: Rob, have you got some information that

8hows what the bull/cow ration is on that population?

27

28 MR. WILLIS: ©No, we don't have any good figures other
£Ban the harvest data. We haven't gotten a count this year
B8cause there's been no snow condition, as I'm sure aware. I
dld have some data was collected by ADF&G from hunters in both
d2eas and this is something that's not in your booklet because
E3didn't get it in time to put it in there, but I do have it
8d4mmarized for you.

35 And very briefly, some of you may be aware the area
d6ound Thomas Bay has had a spike-fork, 50-inch regulation in
Blace for several years now. I believe the first antler

B8striction put in place in the '87-'88 season, went to a
8Ppike-fork, 50-inch regulation in the '90-'91 season on Thomas
BAy. ADF&G surveyed the hunters for both the Thomas Bay and
8tikine River areas this year and asked them what they saw out
4Here in the way of moose while they were hunting and the
#8sults were really interesting.

44 There were 140 hunters who hunted the Stikine River
dbea and 134 hunters that hunted Thomas Bay. The hunters in
#he Stikine area saw a total of 69 bulls; the hunters in the

THomas Bay area saw a 425 bulls. The Stikine River hunters saw
484 cows; the Thomas Bay hunters saw 499 cows. Stikine River
49
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hunters saw 103 calf and the Thomas Bay hunters saw 226 calves.
1Total moose seen by the Stikine River hunters was 586; total
Roose seen by the Thomas Bay hunters was 1,150. So as you can
S8ee the success rate was almost twice as high for the Thomas
Bay hunters, also, even though they hunted fewer days.

5 So the number of bulls in the Thomas Bay area which has
bad the spike-fork, 50-inch regulation for several years now
Was six times higher than the number of bulls seen in the
8tikine River area. And the cow/calf ratio was Jjust about two
fimes as high, so that's close as I can come to giving you an
dfiswer, John.

11

12 MR. VALE: Can you be more specific -- now, another
&@estion on the bull/cow ratio, do you have bull/cow ration? I
théan, not bull/cow, but calf/cow ration for both areas here?

15

16 MR. WILLIS: Let see, it was exactly double, calf/cow
tdtio in the Stikine area was 25 calves per 100 cows; in the
TBomas Bay area it 50 calves per 100 cows.

19

20 MR. VALE: 1Is there a quota on this population?

21

22 MR. WILLIS: I don't believe that's a quote hunt on

ZBomas Bay. I'll defer to the State on that, they can correct
wé¢ if I'm wrong, but I don't believe there is, no.
25

26 MR. VALE: Well, on the Stikine River drainage, there's
A3 quota then on that population?

28

29 MR. WILLIS: No.

30

31 MR. VALE: I guess one last thing here. I talked to

P2ople in the Thomas Bay area there and they indicated to me
BBat they ended up with a longer season with the spike-fork,
$éu know, three brow tine regulation. If I'm not mistaken
Bhat's what I believe they said, and I felt they ended up with
d6longer season and more opportunity to harvest moose because
3% took more time, I guess, to take -- to get an adequate
Afimber. Am I throwing out some bad information here or is it
p8tential for a longer season with this type of restriction in
#here?

41

42 MR. THOMAS: 1Is Thomas Bay in that Unit?

43

44 MS. LOWE: Thomas Bay is in Game Unit 1(B), Mr.
¢hairman.

46

47 MR. WILLIS: That's a tough question to answer off the
48p of my head, John.

49
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1 MR. VALE: I might be confusing areas 'cause I don't
Rnow Southeast here that well.

3

4 MR. WILLIS: I might defer that question to Bruce

BPinneford or this gentleman whose moved up beside me, whoever
be is.

7 MR. EGINGTON: I'm John Egington with the U.S. Forest
8ervice out of Petersburg and the season has been a two week
Season and there's been no extension of that season. It's

pOssible if we went that way it could offer opportunities for a
ldnger season.

12

13 MR. VALE: Okay.

14

15 MS. LOWE: John, spell your last name, please.

16

17 MR. EGINGTON: E-g-i-n-g-t-o-n.

18

19 MS. LOWE: You're from the Petersburg .....

20

21 MR. EGINGTON: Petersburg region, yes.

22

23 MS. LOWE: Don't leave. John may be done with his
@destions but I'm not.

25

26 MR. VALE: Thanks.

27

28 MS. LOWE: Okay, first of all before I ask a question,

28 would really be nice if the Council Members had on the wall
386 somewhere a picture of the Game Units in Southeast Alaska.

Sdme of these folks are not aware of how these Game Units are

d2vided up and it would sure be nice if somebody would provide
BBat before time is out so they can look at them.

34 John, you have a two week season in Thomas Bay, what's
Bhe season in the Stikine?

36

37 MR. EGINGTON: Two weeks.

38

39 MS. LOWE: Two weeks. And what's the periods?

40

41 MR. EGINGTON: It's the 15th through the 31st is the
B2tersburg, yeah, September 15th to Octo .....

43

44 MR. THOMAS: That's a month.

45

46 MR. EGINGTON: That's a month, excuse me on the
8%ikine.

48
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MS. LOWE: Okay.

1

2 MR. EGINGTON: This is proposed, what is it now?

3

4 MS. LOWE: Yeah, it's proposed for a month, I was
Wondering what it was.

6

7 MR. WILLIS: This is the existing regulation, this is
8he proposed.

9

10 MR. EGINGTON: There is a month there.

11

12 MR. WILLIS: The existing season is a month long,
$8ptember 15th to October 15th.

14

15 MS. LOWE: And so the one that we want to change is
léave it the same, right?

17

18 MR. EGINGTON: Right.

19

20 MS. LOWE: Okay.

21

22 MR. EGINGTON: The question was about Thomas Bay area.
23

24 MS. LOWE: Right. I guess what I'm interested in 1is

Zhomas Bay has been a controversial for a while for various
£hings. What has caused the increase in the moose herd there
2% Thomas Bay? I mean, it looks like they're doing well.

28

29 MR. EGINGTON: Well, the control of harvest there has
30lowed the secondary vegetation to come in and primarily
Blueberry, vaccinium growth, the browse have increased and
BRat's the primary reason. And the antler restriction has
B&8lped that herd to expand.

34

35 MS. LOWE: Thomas Bay was cut out previously before,
wésn't it? Wasn't there some logging in there or something
B&fore; previously in the Thomas Bay area?

38

39 MR. EGINGTON: Yes.

40

41 MS. LOWE: And is that moose population that's

dAcreased, came back, has it increased in the logged area? Has
4Bere been some thinning? Because you just said to me that
#lere was more undergrowth happening.

45

46 MR. EGINGTON: We have thinned too, over the years we
B3dd a program of thinning to keep that browse at a high level.
4Baybe you misunderstood. I think the response to the herd was
49
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the original of (ph) when the vaccinium came back.
1

2 MS. LOWE: Oh, okay.

3

4 MR. EGINGTON: And in the ensuing years we have gone in
with controlled harvest of the -- well, I shouldn't say

6ontrolled harvest, I should say small clear cuts to keep that
Vegetation or whatever has been thinning to, using both

8echniques.

9

10 MS. LOWE: And so it's a combination of the thinning,
which gives for more feed.

12

13 MR. EGINGTON: Uh-huh (affirmative).

14

15 MS. LOWE: And the good weather?

16

17 MR. EGINGTON: I think it's the antler restriction,
hgself.

19

20 MS. LOWE: Do you have any scientific evidence which
2&ads you to that conclusion?

22

23 MR. EGINGTON: The numbers of -- well, the numbers
f .....

25

26 MS. LOWE: Can you say to me, oh, by no means is it

gdod weather, it's definitely the fact that the hunting
PB8essure has been relieved because of antlers? I mean, that's

@wBat I'm looking for. 1Is there anything out there evidence to

Bhat?

31

32 MR. EGINGTON: 1I'd have to say it would be the antlers

3ddd the amount of browse, not the weather.

34

35 MS. LOWE: Does weather play an important part there in
Bbhomas Bay?

37

38 MR. EGINGTON: I don't think so. The hunters are

BRere, they set up their camps, they know their area.
40

41 MS. LOWE: So snow condition doesn't affect the moose
Berd like it does the deer herd?

43

44 MR. EGINGTON: ©No, I don't think so.

45

46 MS. LOWE: Okay. Mr. Chair, I can remember Thomas Bay

Bb&ing a pretty controversial issue some time back on the
¢8uncil and people coming to us and complaining that the trees
49
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were getting to such a height that they couldn't even see if
there were any moose any more. And I guess the University of
Rlaska was going to go in there, so I'm kind -- interesting to
Be that the herd has increased quite a bit and I was just kind
6f trying to get a feel of why that was happening and if it was
Weather or logging related or whatever.

6

7 MR. THOMAS: TIf you knew what I know about Thomas Bay
gou would in there either.

9

10 MR. FELLER: Mr. Chairman.

11

12 MR. THOMAS: We'll give you a perspective about that

d8ter a while then nobody will go in there. John.

14

15 MR. FELLER: Yeah, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a
@iéestion to Bob on how he counts the animals -- the method of
t3unting the animals. If he could address that question. I
h8ve another one after that.

19

20 MR. WILLIS: Are you talking about the ADF&G and Forest
3&rvice census work; are you talking about the hunter survey
2Rat I just quoted from?

23

24 MR. FELLER: I'm talking about the Department survey.
25

26 MR. WILLIS: They fly periodically during the winter

@Hen the snow cover is on to count the total number of moose

a8d the number of calves versus cows and bulls. They haven't

Béen able to do that yet this year because of inadequate snow
36nditions and it's my understanding also that last year census
®as cut short because of the weather.

32

33 MR. FELLER: But they still estimate there's around 400
3dimals?

35

36 MR. WILLIS: That is a crude estimate by the ADF&G area
Biologist.

38

39 MR. FELLER: The hunters on the Stikine River they

d4Bually, every animal they see on the surface with their
Binoculars or their eyes, they think that there's around 40 in
#He bush or under the trees. Could that be considered -- any
éBoss reference there?

44

45 MR. WILLIS: ©No, I couldn't speak to that.

46

47 MR. THOMAS: Sounds like another SWAG to me.

48
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MR. FELLER: These are hunters that I talked to that
was hunting 25 years on the river. Anyway, my other question,
Mr. Chairman, to Bob is there a comparison on predation on the
Biver compared to the Thomas Bay area, as of wolves and bear
#aking the calves, reducing the winter survivability rate?

5

o MR. WILLIS: I don't have any information, John, on
Gomparability of predation on one area versus the other. The
8tate area biologist or the Forest Service biologist might be
8ble to shed some light on that.

10

11 MR. FELLER: Yeah, I just said that because customary
dAd traditional we always knew it wasn't a very good place to
dlder hunt there because it was high wolf action there on the

tdver and also bears. But the wolf affect the deer more, so I
#%&s just wondering about that. Thank you.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Ann.

18

19 MS. LOWE: TIs there an ADF&G person out there that's

@wOrked with this particular issue? In the audience? I know
Ydbu're out there guys, so one of you come sit on the hot seat.
22

23 MR. TITUS: I'm from ADF&G, but we don't have anyone
f#4om Petersburg here.

25

26 MS. LOWE: Okay. And you don't have any of the
Rlowledge of any of this information yourself?

28

29 MR. TITUS: I have some knowledge, yes.

30

31 MS. LOWE: Okay, would you come up, I'd like you to
F}part some of that to me. You don't mind, Mr. Chairman?
38ate your name again.

34

35 MR. TITUS: My name is Kim Titus and I work for the

Bovision of Wildlife Conservation for ADF&G in Douglas.
37

38 MS. LOWE: Okay, Kim, do you have any information on
BBe predator relationship in Thomas Bay?

40

41 MR. TITUS: There are no studies ongoing to my

¥Aowledge by either the Forest Service and certainly not by
E3sh and Game on either Thomas Bay or for the Stikine River.

44

45 MS. LOWE: Okay, the information you got this year on
4bhe herds in Thomas Bay, you didn't actually get out and get to
43 any of the visuals that you used to do?

48
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MR. TITUS: That's correct, that's been done in the
past in cooperation with the Forest Service and our area
Biologist conduct their surveys by helicopter. There are a
Bumber of problems in counting moose in Southeast Alaska and
forest that covers, many of the Council Members know here in
Brying to estimate that.

6 And the methods the Department uses in northern areas
@f the state don't seem to work properly down here. As such,
8ne of the management tools afforded to us is this spike-fork,
80 regulation. And our area biologist in Petersburg as, I
think, staff from Petersburg Forest Service might agree that
that spike-fork, 50 regulation is -- it put into effect around
tHhe state around the Department, in the absence of having
d8tailed information of knowing how many moose are out there, a
féasonable approach to afford a lot of hunting opportunity is
t6 put that type of regulation into effect. And our area
btologist and staff in Petersburg feels that that has been
idstrumental in having a very positive hunting opportunity and
18creasing the herd size in Thomas Bay.

19

20 MS. LOWE: I'm sorry, you Jjust mixed me up, Kim, didn't
Ydu just tell me you didn't have any idea what that herd size
wads?

23

24 MR. TITUS: Well, the take has gone up of moose.

25

26 MS. LOWE: So you're basing the size on the basis of
2dke?

28

29 MR. TITUS: Yes.

30

31 MS. LOWE: Has that been done very year? Is that a
82nsistent management tool every year, you do the take and see
®Bat you got?

34

35 MR. TITUS: Yes, we know what the take is and has been
36 Thomas Bay.

37

38 MS. LOWE: So how many years have you flown over Thomas
B8y and gotten an actual count?

40

41 MR. TITUS: I can't answer that question.

42

43 MS. LOWE: Do you have a modeling that you use for
THhomas Bay?

45

46 MR. TITUS: No.

47

48 MS. LOWE: Hunter survey, then, is all that's used?
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1 MR. TITUS: Yes, and incidental counts of moose when
£he weather affords it.

2 MS. LOWE: Thank you.

2 MR. THOMAS: John.

g MR. VALE: Is there any intention or have you

8onsidered removing the antler restriction when the bull/cow
TAtio returns to a more normal level? Or is this a management
§theme from now on?

12

13 MR. TITUS: I think it's, at least, in the current mode
14's not being looked at being changed from the standpoint of
the State's perspective.

16

17 MR. VALE: You're not looking then for a time when you
&8t -- when you got a 50/50 bull/cow ratio, you're, then, not
t8nsidering removing the antler restriction?

20

21 MR. TITUS: For these types of populations I wouldn't
BA8cessarily advise that at this time. Or in the foreseeable

fAture. Those herds are still not that big, even though the
Bdrvest has gone up.

25

26 MS. LOWE: How do you know they're not that big even
2Hough the harvest has gone up?

28

29 MR. TITUS: There just isn't that much moose habitat
34t there in Southeast Alaska.

31

32 MS. LOWE: So you do have some kind of modeling thing
$8u're using on Thomas Bay?

34

35 MR. TITUS: No, no, we don't. But we know moose are

8fpanding somewhat, but they're not common in Southeast Alaska
382 they are in other parts of the State.

38

39 MS. LOWE: I know, but I was just referring to Thomas
B8y, that's what this regulation is about.

41

42 MR. THOMAS: Let's confine our comments to gquestions.

48t's not put word in, that was kind of awkward to suggest a
#édeling when he said he didn't have that, so let's accept
#hose answers.

46

47 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, I guess I'm not understanding
A8m because in one point I'm told that we don't, another point
49
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he's telling me what he thinks is there. And I'm trying to
figure out why, is it seat of the pants; is it based on
gomething scientific or biological; I'd like to grasp something
38 little more solid.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: 1If you don't have that information .....
6

7 MR. TITUS: We don't have that information, I'm sorry.
8

9 MS. LOWE: Okay.

10

11 MR. VALE: One last question. We heard that there

dsn't an aerial survey done this year due to snow condition,
43 you have some survey information for the past five to 10

Yéars?

15

16 MR. TITUS: Yes, we do, but I do not have it with me.
17

18 MS. LOWE: Does Fish and Wildlife have it or does
Férest Service have it?

20

21 MR. WILLIS: The information that you see that we have
22 the harvest information, Ann.

23

24 MS. LOWE: Okay, thank you.

25

26 MR. VALE: Is it possible to obtain that information in

8Hort order, like later today, or along that line?
28

29 MR. TITUS: I can try.
30
31 MR. VALE: To me it seems really relevant to know what

BRe bull/cow ratio is and that those surveys should be an
3ddication of that, so .....

34

35 MR. THOMAS: And that's deliberation for the Council,
36hn.

37

38 MR. VALE: Yeah. Well, are you telling me, yes, you
36uld get that information?

40

41 MR. TITUS: I don't know whether I can or not. The

dAformation has just been provided me by a gentleman from the
E3rest Service. And you're asking for the information

#4om .....

45

46 MR. VALE: On the Stikine area there.

47

48 MR. THOMAS: When you say the Stikine area, are you
49
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talking about the Stikine River, itself, or you talking about
Annatrick (ph) and Thomas Bay or what?

% MR. VALE: I'm talking about .....

é MR. TITUS: For the Stikine River, for example, in 1989
the ratio was 88 adult to seven calves.

g MR. VALE: I'm sorry, could you repeat that?

%O MR. TITUS: It's 88 to seven, that's adults to calves,

hdt bulls to calves. In 1990 it was 70 to 12; '91-'92, 57
ddults to 12 calves.

13

14 MR. VALE: That's the calf ration or bull to cow
t&tion?

16

17 MR. TITUS: Adult to calf rations, so in the last

tBree, four years for information the percent calves as a
percent of the adults was six percent, seven percent, 15
Bércent and 17 percent.

21

22 MS. LOWE: What is the cow/bull ration in Thomas Bay,

23 that on there?

24

25 MR. TITUS: ©No, that's not in this package here 'cause
Phat's a different hunt, per se.

27

28 MR. THOMAS: Other questions? Okay, thank you. Even

2Bough it might not seem like it, we really respect and
dPpreciate you indulgence for flying by the seat of your pants
3h some cases here. We don't like to do that, but it's not
3fiticipated that we do that, it's kind of fun doing that
B8cause we don't get that chance. Mark.

34

35 MR. JACOBS: Mr. Chairman, I'd like to raise a
GGestion. A lot of us had a tough time getting here and the
3%ate is out of compliance with ANILCA and yet you allow them

88 dominate this particular hearing. I resent that very much.
39

40 MR. THOMAS: What do you offer as an alternative?

Bd you have an alternative to offer?

42

43 MR. DALTON: I don't think he heard you.

44

45 MR. THOMAS: Yeah. Well, it's not fair for me to hear
BAém and him not to hear me. In that case we'll continue to
ddminate. Any further discussion? Mim.

48
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MS. ROBINSON: I have a question, I'm not sure who
would answer. I guess I'm mostly throwing out a thought. It
gounds like Thomas Bay has a healthier herd than the Stikine
Biver basin area, would it be possible to go ahead and split
#hose and get rid of the restriction for the Thomas Bay area,
but keep it for the Stikine area? Is this something that would
work?

7

8 MR. THOMAS: You're asking the wrong guy.

9

10 MS. ROBINSON: I don't know who -- whoever can answer
that.

12

13 MR. WILLIS: We have no proposal on the table
téncerning that particular section, so we can't deal with
Thomas Bay under this year's proposed regulation, Mim.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: The other proposal speaks to south and
&8st of LeConte and Glacier. I thought I had Thomas Bay in the
%9ong place there for a while.

20

21 MS. ROBINSON: I'm still figuring out stuff on the map,
B2re, so I mean -- obviously I'm confused.

23

24 MR. THOMAS: That's okay, I don't mean to be critical.
Rhy other questions?

26

27 MS. ROBINSON: So why has all this stuff been coming up
2Bout Thomas Bay?

29

30 MR. THOMAS: Ask John.

31

32 MR. WILLIS: Because that's the question directed to
Ba.

34

35 MS. ROBINSON: Must have been a confusing one.

36

37 MR. WILLIS: To really get information comparing the
FBpact - .....

39

40 MS. ROBINSON: So it was a comparison only, okay.

41

42 MR. WILLIS: ..... the impact of spike-fork, 50-inch
#8gulation.

44

45 MS. ROBINSON: Gotch ya.

46

47 MR. WILLIS: We believe it's in our best professional

48dgment that the reason for the big increase in the number of
49
50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



49

moose and number of bulls and calf survival and production in
Thomas Bay as opposed to the Stikine River.

2

3 MR. THOMAS: Okay, is that all the questions of these
duys? Ann.

5

6 MS. LOWE: When you guys were working on this proposal

dnd so forth, was there public present with you? I mean, had
gou been to any Advisory Committee members or talked to

Ms. Janice Churchill or anything? Gotten that input?

10

11 MR. WILLIS: We Jjust have the written input that they
pZovided and I was remiss in not mentioning the written input
tBat we got. There wasn't a whole lot of it, but -- and in
t4ying to sort out how we're going to do this thing and trying
t6 hurry also, I skipped over the fact. I had made some notes
that we did have some public comment.

17 I was going to mention that we had two letters that
%8re opposed to going back to the old regulation and one letter
tBat was in favor of it. But that was -- other than the
BBoposal, itself, that was the extent of the input from the
plblic.

22

23 MS. LOWE: One more question before you go. Since
Y4u're working with subsistence issues on these hunting and so
£6rth, and some times it's hard to separate it out, hunting and
86bsistence or sports and subsistence, could you tell me -- I
23o0ked at your information here on how it would affect things
a8d everything, but could you tell me what you see as an impact
8Brictly from if the subsistence hunter was allowed to do this,
®hat impact you see for, say, this year or next year. And you
83id in the long run it would get worse and worse, but I'm
®¥8ndering they're asking for a change now, is there a window
838w that they can harvest more and then go back to something

Bater? Or why -- what's -- do you see what's happening here?
35
36 MR. WILLIS: ©No, we're already on a downhill spiral as

$@u can see from that chart on the wall there. Every year
B8kes it a little bit harder to come back. You already have
BRis extremely high number for percentage of young bulls in the
pOpulation that done breed very well, you have your poor calf
glirvival and poor calf reduction and to go in -- this year we
B3ad a few bulls survey that would have been shot had we not
B8en working under the spike-fork, 50-inch regulation. To
d44low those bulls in to be shot next year, we just undo what
gbu did this year.

46

477 MS. LOWE: Okay, thanks, Bob.

48
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MR. THOMAS: Patti.
1
2 MS. PHILLIPS: Because of the subsistence priority for
Boose, have there been restrictions made to sport hunting
Because of the decline in the moose population?
5
6 MR. WILLIS: Yes, there have. Hunting in that area is
Jimited to people who have customary and traditional priority
8nd that's the residents of Petersburg and Wrangell.
9 Excuse me, I've been corrected on that. All rural
t8sidents, as I mentioned earlier in the discussion, almost all
the moose harvested are from Petersburg and Wrangell. The
tBhanges made last year, as many of you will recall, that both
P8tersburg and Wrangell were being allowed to hunt, rather than
jdst one community. This was a change made by the Federal
Bbard last summer in a request for reconsideration. But there
16 no non-subsistence hunting of that moose herd.
17
18 MR. THOMAS: Any further questions? Thank you. Okay,
dfybody from the public wishing to testify on Proposal Number
30 Anybody from other agencies have any interest in offering
2hput on Proposal Number 37

22

23 MS. LOWE: Three and four, Bill.

24

25 MR. THOMAS: Three and four. Thank you.

26

27 MR. CHESTER: My name 1is Dennis Chester

28

29 MS. LOWE: My pencil is running out of lead, sorry,
Bénnis.

31

32 MR. CHESTER: I'm a wildlife biologist with the Forest

38rvice in Wrangell. And I guess the one thing I think I
Aéeded to point out if Robert said that I miss was that there's
3dh important difference between the two proposals that we've
Béen talking about here.

37 Proposal 3 by Janice Churchill maintains a registration
P8rmit hunt and Proposal 4 eliminates registration permit.

39

40 MR. THOMAS: Any questions?

41

42 MR. WILLIS: That's the way it's written here. I'll
é8mment to that briefly, Bill. The information you have in

f£4ont of you has both of those in the same, as I said, they
B6th said that you must have a Federal registration permit,
B6th Number 3 and Number 4. However, this is a reprint of the
6¥iginal request and so there is a possibility that it was
d8fferent one or the other and we just missed it.

49
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1 MR. THOMAS: If that's the only case, is there

any .....

3

4 MS. WILSON: The proposed change.

5

6 MR. WILLIS: No, he's right. 1I'm sorry, I was looking

dt the wrong regulation. 1I'll get is straight here in a
Binute. Number 4 does not require a Federal registration
Permit and Number 3 does require a Federal registration permit.
180 I probably should reiterate what I said about the original
ptroposal. It's been rewritten in this booklet and it was put
tdgether in a hurry and there's a possibility of an error.

13

14 MS. LOWE: The issue, however, is still the spike 50,
that -- not the registration?

16

17 MR. CHESTER: Well, I guess there is an important point

t8 the registration permit in that the registration permit
4%lows us to collect information on the hunt. Without that
28gistration permit there is -- we, basically, get no
2hformation back, the hunter is not required to tell us
dAything; we don't get any idea how many people are out there
Rdnting.

24

25 MR. THOMAS: Since there's some expression of being
W6rried about confusion, I think we'll separate 3 and 4 for
d¢tion, that's because of the difference of how it's printed.
28

29 MS. LOWE: You have a motion on the floor to support?
30

31 MR. VALE: No motion yet.

32

33 MS. LOWE: Oh, great, I wrote it down. Writing away
Bére, okay.

35

36 MR. THOMAS: Any questions?

37

38 MS. ROBINSON: Are we ready to adopt it.

39

40 MR. THOMAS: Okay, thank you. We're ready for Council
déliberations.

42

43 MS. ROBINSON: I move to adopt Proposal Number 3.

44

45 MR. VALE: Second.

46

477 MR. THOMAS: It's been moved and second. Any

d8scussion? Put an asterisk by that second, please. Any
49
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further discussion on Proposal Number 3? Even though the
Information was offered around the both of them, the reason I
dpted to consider them independently for action just because of
Bhe difference in the documentation, so any further discussion?
4Ann.

5

6 MS. LOWE: John is who I would like to hear from.

John, what kind of input have you heard from people in your
8rea on Proposal Number 3? Did you talk to this Janice
Qhurchill yourself or no-?

10

11 MR. FELLER: Yeah, I worked with her, Ann, on that
pZoposal and both her and Steve, he's the President of Stikine
$Bortsman's Association and they just didn't like the
fégulation change in that it was non-enforceable or there was a
tbnflict and there's so many agents up the river there's almost
hére agents than hunters. And Janice Rooney kind of coined it
17ke it forced them to be slough bunnies, they had to wait
d8ound the slough and wait on the State line for a moose to
tOme by that they could bag. So it's going to limit their
Rrvest, their bag limit.

21

22 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion?

23

24 MR. FELLER: Does that help you?

25

26 MS. LOWE: Yeah. Do you feel like this is good

2&gulation change for the subsistence hunter? I mean, if this
28 something they're doing.

29

30 MR. FELLER: Well, the way I look at it overall and I
Bight be considered a trader to the Stikine River hunters is
BHat you can't argue with success. Like, if the Thomas Bay is

d3good example and that's started recently in '87 or '88, what
Béb said, then they're already expanding the hunt and they have
Bice the kill ratio already.

36 But I have a hard time convincing the hunters on the
S3%ikine River of this, you know. They say, also, that there's
B&8en real fluctuations in the past and it came back on its own,
838 it's kind of ambiguous, you know, that they're kind of on
£8ith and I tend to support the biological input here.

41

42 MR. THOMAS: Further discussion?

43

44 MR. VALE: Question.

45

46 MR. THOMAS: Question has been called for. Please call
d4fe roll.

48
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MS. LOWE: John Feller.

I'll vote yes for

53

1

2 MR. FELLER: I'm kind of on the spot here.
3

4 MS. LOWE: I'll come back to you.

5

6 MR. FELLER: ©No, that's all right.
Proposal 3.

8

9 MS. LOWE: Richard Dalton, Senior.

10

11 MR. DALTON: I think I'll abstain on this one.
12

13 MS. LOWE: Patricia Phillips.

14

15 MS. PHILLIPS: No.

16

17 MS. LOWE: Mim Robinson.

18

19 MS. ROBINSON: No.

20

21 MS. LOWE: Marilyn Wilson.

22

23 MS. WILSON: No.

24

25 MS. LOWE: Millie Stevens.

26

27 MS. STEVENS: No.

28

29 MS. LOWE: Ann Lowe. No. John Vale.
30

31 MR. VALE: ©No, because of the conservation concerns on

BHe population.

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44

MS. LOWE: Bill Thomas.
MR. THOMAS: No.
MS. LOWE: Herman Kitka, Senior.

MR. KITKA: No.

MR. THOMAS: Okay, Proposal Number 4.

MS. LOWE: It failed, Mr. Chair,

dbstention.

46
47
48
49
50

MR. THOMAS: Thank you.
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MR. VALE: Move to adopt Proposal 4.

1

2 MR. FELLER: Second.

3

4 MR. THOMAS: Move to adopt Proposal 4 and seconded
before I was able to say what was going on here.

6

7 MS. WILSON: I second it.

8

9 MR. THOMAS: Moved and second. Discussion.
10

11 MS. ROBINSON: Question.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: Question has been called for.
14

15 MS. LOWE: I missed the motion maker.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: John.

18

19 MR. VALE: Moved to adopt.

20

21 MS. LOWE: And I missed the second, it was?
22

23 MR. THOMAS: Marilyn.

24

25 MS. LOWE: Marilyn. Sorry, you guys are moving right
dbong here. Richard Dalton, Senior.

27

28 MR. DALTON: I say no.

29

30 MS. LOWE: Patricia Phillips.

31

32 MS. PHILLIPS: No.

33

34 MS. LOWE: Mim Robinson.

35

36 MS. ROBINSON: No.

37

38 MS. LOWE: Marilyn Wilson.

39

40 MS. WILSON: No.

41

42 MS. LOWE: Millie Stevens.

43

44 MS. STEVENS: No.

45

46 MS. LOWE: Ann Lowe. No. John Vale.

477

48 MR. VALE: No.
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1 MS. LOWE: Bill Thomas.

2

3 MR. THOMAS: Yes.

4

5 MS. LOWE: Herman Kitka, Senior.

6

7 MR. KITKA: No.

8

9 MS. LOWE: John P. Feller.

10

11 MR. FELLER: Yes.

12

13 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, it failed, two, seven, zero.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: The yes's failed?

16

17 MS. LOWE: The proposal failed. Don't try to confuse
hé .

19

20 MR. THOMAS: Proposal 5 is withdrawn, that takes us
2hto Proposal 6. Staff, if you would, please.

22

23 MR. WILLIS: Need my name again, Ann?

24

25 MS. LOWE: No.

26

27 MR. WILLIS: Okay. Proposal six deals with moose also,
£Bis time in Game Management Unit 3. The existing regulation
28 broken into two parts for Game Management Unit 3. This is

B8gulation 25 (k) (3) which states: Unit 3, Mitkof and Wrangell
¥3lands, one antlered bull with spike-fork or 50-inch antler or
BBAree brow tines on either antler. Open season, October 1 to
B38tober 15. Remainder of Unit 3, no open season.

34 The proposed regulation would read: One bull with
8pike-fork or 50-inch antler or three brow tines on either
dbhtler by State registration permit only. Open season, October
37to October 15.

38 In essence, this proposal would get rid of the split
38d create a Federal registration -- excuse me, a Federal
gQlbsistence season in the remainder of Unit 3 and there's
élirrently a State season in effect in that area. This proposal
#2quests to make the Federal season or create a subsistence
#Béose hunting season which would be identical to the State's
géneral moose hunting season.

45 There are three issues here. One is expansion of
gd6bsistence moose hunting into that portion of Unit 3 where
4Here is currently only the State's general season. The second
48 modification of the Federal subsistence management
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regulations in all of Unit 3 to bring them into conformity with
$tate regulations, including requiring State registration
Permits for subsistence users hunting Mitkof and Wrangell
Eslands. The third is creation of a subsistence hunting season
4n an area and on a species where there is no historical record
6f any subsistence use of the species having occurred.

6 There is a no anticipated biological or cultural impact
Whether this proposal is passed or not. Under the State's
general season or the Federal season, if one is created, the
Same people would be hunting the same animals in the same areas
¥th the same seasons and bag limits. But there is, however,
bhe other large issue here which we've recommended that the
B2ard needs to consider because it's a divergence from the way
tBat they've done business in the past.

14 Moose have not occupied the portion of Unit 3 which
pboposed for inclusion in Federal Subsistence Management
Régulations until the last two to four years. Therefore, there
12 no history of subsistence use. So the main issue here is
¥Hether to establish subsistence regulations based on customary
d8d traditional use, which is the way it's been done in the
plst. Or to expand to subsistence use into new areas and after
Phese areas are colonized by new species, by other species.

22 There's been no customary and traditional use
d8termination in Unit 3 which means that any rural resident 1is
24igible to hunt moose under Federal subsistence regulations in
Phat unit. Wrangell Island has been opened for moose hunting
g86nce 1990 and '91 and has been hunted primarily by Wrangell
?&sidents.

28 Mitkof Island has been open since '91-'92 and has been
Bnted primarily by the residents of Petersburg and Kupreanof.
3B11 of Unit 3 was open under State regulation in 1992-93. And
Bhere was some harvest in the new area, mostly by residents of
B2ke and Petersburg-Kupreanof Island. About 90 percent of the
B38rvest takes place on Federal public lands.

34 Currently, there is a Federal subsistence moose hunting
86ason on Wrangell and Mitkof Islands, with a harvest limit of
8he bull with spike-fork or 50-inch antlers and an October 1 to
BZtober 15 season. This season that was in place is a State
38ason when the Federal program began in 1990 and was adopted
B9 the Federal Subsistence Board. It's identical to the
éQrrent State season for those two island, except that a State
#égistration permit is not required for Federally qualified
g8fibsistence hunters hunting on Federal public lands on those
4%0 islands. Requiring such a permit for moose hunting on
Bdderal public lands on these two islands would facilitate
Aarvest data collection and would reduce confusion over
#égulations for the hunter.

477 This proposal would allow hunters, who are almost
éfitirely local residents, to hunt under coinciding State and
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Federal regulations for the entire unit. It would also crate a
Federal subsistence season on federal public lands where there
2s an existing State regulation, but not a Federal regulation.
3As I said earlier, there would be no biological or social
dmpact either way for this regulation because the same people
Would continue to hunt in the same areas under the same
geasons.

7 However, i1f this proposal is adopted it would be a
8ivergence from the customary and traditional use approach,
#hich the Board has been using in the past to make
détermination on who has customary and traditional use of which
dpecies in which areas. These are community based decisions
aAd that's how it's been done in the past and so what I'm
$38ying is, if this proposal is adopted then the Board would be
ddverging from what they have traditionally done. There are
&éhbght criteria contained in the regulations which came out in
$apport of ANILCA which have to be met.

17 Eight conditions which have to be met for a community
t8 have subsistence use of a species in a given area. Two of
tBose are that they have to demonstrate a long term consistent
RAttern of use and a pattern of use over a period of many
Y@ars. That's kind of difficult to when you haven't had moose
28 this portion of Unit 3 for only the last two to four years.
230 it would be difficult to demonstrate under these criteria a
8dbsistence priority for moose in this area.

25 It would, however, be advantageous if all the hunters
Réve the same registration permit requirements. Those
P@derally qualified subsistence users and non-Federally
gfalified subsistence users on Wrangell and Mitkof Islands.

29 We had some public comment on this issues, we had two
létters, both in support of the proposal by individuals. We
Bad one letter in opposition, the Alaska Department of Fish and
Bdme felt that this proposal should not be adopted because the
B3ose population in Unit 3 is a relatively recent origin and
BhAere's no history of customary and traditional use. And a few
A6n-local hunters participate and compete with the local
Bénters, so there would be no advantage for having a
Silbsistence season on top of the existing State season.

Bflestions.

39

40 MR. THOMAS: Ann.

41

42 MS. LOWE: I believe there's a gentleman out there

#Bat's got the information I need and his name has slipped my
#ind. But there is a history or knowledge of past use on this
dbea that older than two or three years.

46

477 MR. THOMAS: We'll allow that to happen.

48
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MS. LOWE: Can we have that testimony now?

1

2 MR. THOMAS: When we're through with him 'cause once he
Beave he's done.

4

5 MS. LOWE: Okay. Well, I don't think Bob can answer
this question, this other guy can, so I'll wait.

7

8 MR. THOMAS: Well, hold the question for him. Anybody

81lse got any questions Bob can respond to? John.
10

11 MR. VALE: Can you describe what the population is in
tRis area here?

13

14 MR. WILLIS: I don't have population data on it. They
jbst opened the season, I may have harvest data.

16

17 MR. VALE: That was my next question, harvest data.

18

19 MR. WILLIS: I believe I have some harvest data here if

6u'll bear with me for a moment. Yes, 1993, three moose were
Rarvested on Kupreanof Island which was the new area that was
dpened. There were seven harvested on Mitkof Island and one on

WBangell.

24

25 MR. THOMAS: Further questions?

26

277 MR. VALE: You said there was a portion of that area

“WHere you have a Federal subsistence season and it's not
28quired to have a harvest tag.

30

31 MR. WILLIS: Right, Mitkof and Wrangell Islands. And
E2m not sure why that wound up that way, I guess it was an
8¥%ersight on someone's part when the original regulations were
ddopted from the State regulations. But the State regulations
dd require a permit; the Federal regulation do not.

36

37 MR. VALE: Does the proposed regulation require that
B8rvest?

39

40 MR. WILLIS: The proposed regulation would require that
Barvest ticket, vyes.

42

43 MR. VALE: Okay, thanks.

44

45 MR. THOMAS: Further questions of staff? Thank you,
Bébert.

47

48 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman.

49
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1 MR. THOMAS: We'll now hear from the public.

% MS. LOWE: I think this is Forest Service staff, is
that part of this?

Z MR. THOMAS: No, they're not.

g MS. LOWE: Okay.

%O MR. THOMAS: Public. Anybody from the public wishing

td testify on Proposal Number 6? Others? Agencies?
C2nspiracies, whatever?

13

14 MS. LOWE: Here comes a guy.

15

16 MR. EGINGTON: Mr. Chairman, John Egington. Yeah,

p¥esence of moose on Kupreanof Island have been there, we've
kffown of their existence since the early '60's. We found them
18 our field reconnaissance when were out doing layout for
lmber sales; we found some moose that had died of old age, so
2hey've been present there.

22 And the old thinking on hunting populations you needed
£8 know how many animals were there. With this new idea of the
ddtler restrictions that bypasses the problems of biological
Rhowledge, because you can't hurt the herd by taking out a few
26 these smaller bulls. So then, therefore, we think that it's
Bdssible to hunt out in that area for the subsistence,
28respective of the needing to know how many animals are there.
29 So that's my ideas on the population. If there is any
glestions I'll -- the existence of moose out there and their
8%pansion from Petersburg -- or from Mitkof Island. The other
38 this question -- I don't think it was covered on this
B8gulation, was the idea that you could be possibly hunting on
Bdtkof Island as a subsistence hunter without a State
B&gistration permit.

36 And I think it's just the problem between the two
B@gulation books. In the Federal subsistence regulation book
£8r this year it does not require a State registration permit,
Bt in the State regulation it does require. So there's a
é6nflict there and it's confusing to the public. Could they
Alint there without and so the idea of this regulation -- this
pZoposal is to make it less confusing and so the public just
d3es one thing, they have to have a registration permit to hunt

#lere. That gives us, also, the data to manage that population
£6r permanent herd conditions. That's all I wanted to say.

46

477 MS. LOWE: Before you run off, John, I've got some
gfiestions I want to ask. Have you been watching any moose in
49
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this area yourself for some time?

1

2 MR. EGINGTON: Yes.

3

4 MS. LOWE: And do you have any data, like, personal
bbservation or harvest observation or anything -- any data to
support .....

7

8 MR. EGINGTON: We don't have harvest counts, we just

Bave antidotal counts, counts where people telling us, well,
they seen moose here and there, like I said before we they
found them, dying of old age, so, you know, they've been there.
12

13 MS. LOWE: 1960.

14

15 MR. EGINGTON: 1In the early '60's, yes.

16

17 MS. LOWE: I'm sort of aware of that time back in there
b8cause it's pretty close to when I was around that area. Do
¥8u know if there's been any -- when people report their moose

fhat they've taken, have they always had to do it by permit
f£t¥om the State?

22

23 MR. EGINGTON: Yes, as far as I know, it's always been
2Be green card.

25

26 MS. LOWE: Okay, so with that permit, have they been

28quired to tell you where they took the moose from?
28

29 MR. EGINGTON: I think so, yes. On a green card
Bhere's a spot to say.

31

32 MS. LOWE: And so do you have any information
}8dicating where moose were harvested from?

34

35 MR. EGINGTON: On Kupreanof?

36

37 MS. LOWE: Uh-huh (affirmative).

38

39 MR. EGINGTON: Well, this year, yes. This is the only

406 this season is the only season it's been open officially.
They did take three and that information was on a registration
pérmit from the State.

43

44 MS. LOWE: Okay.

45

46 MR. EGINGTON: But not under Federal.

47

48 MS. LOWE: Right. Okay.

49
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MR. THOMAS: Further questions? Thank you.
MR. CHESTER: Want me to state my name again?

MR. THOMAS: (Nods affirmatively)

~N oo wbdh

MR. CHESTER: I'm Dennis Chester with the Wrangell
Bistrict Forest Service. I think to kind of address what Ann
Wwas talking about a little earlier, a little bit different
pérspective on the history and customary and traditional use of
the moose on the island now. I think it's pretty well accepted
tBhat these are an expansion of the moose from the Stikine River
t3rridor which had been customarily and traditionally used by
the Stikine Tlingits for hundreds, if not thousands of years.
They've been used since they've shown up on the Stikine Delta
b¢ Wrangell and Petersburg residents in the early 1900's. And
I7guess if you kind of erase arbitrary lines and dates these
h8ose are still moving out and expanding their range and are,
b8sically, the same moose or the ancestors of moose that have
Béen used for many, many years.

21 So I guess that's not maybe our traditional way of
280king at customary and traditional use on a particular piece
38 ground, but I, from the standpoint of the biology of the
Péople in the area and the moose in the area, I think it's
maybe more appropriate at times. I think that way.

26

27 MR. THOMAS: Mim.

28

29 MS. ROBINSON: I'm not sure you can answer this
Glestion or not. First, a statement. I know another antidotal

81ghting, actually there's the last couple of years a couple of
B@dose had been seen Tebenkof Bay area on Kulu Island and so
38's exciting for people in Port Alexander to think that there
Bdght be some moose in our vicinity.

35 What I'm wondering is, when is there enough to open up
d6season in an area where there had previously not been any?

¥% sounds to me, like, it might be premature to open it, but,
$8u know, what figures do you look at to decide whether to open
3P the area or not?

40

41 MR. CHESTER: Well, there's a couple of different ways.
4%ou want to establish a set number of moose that you want to
B3rvest. I think kind of the standard number for moose would
Bbé approximately 10 percent of the bull population. So you
#would have to know how many moose you had out there.

46

477 MS. ROBINSON: You'd do a count.

48
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MR. CHESTER: Right. So you'd have to have enough
thoose out there to make it worth your while to have a hunt.
Maybe you'd want 100 moose, or bull moose out there so you
gould harvest 10 to make it worthwhile. I think what Kim Titus
pointed out earlier and John pointed out earlier is under that
5pike-fork, 50 you are automatically limiting your harvest to a
6ertain percentage of your bull moose population. And
Following that regulation it -- it's nice from a manager's
Btandpoint because you are not -- you don't have to know as
fluch information about you population.

10 The idea works that there's a certain percentage of
ydbung moose that'll have a spiked-fork the first year, a
§aller percentage the second year and on and on. And then, of
t3urse, they'll get to a larger size and then maybe have the
%58-inch antler spread. So you're protecting a certain
p&rcentage of your bull moose every year; of your recruitment,
dhd as they become older then you have a certain amount that
¥3du can harvest then.

18

19 MR. THOMAS: Ann.

20

21 MS. LOWE: This regulation has been designed with that
w2nd, from what I can see here. You got this spike-fork,

38-inch antler and then you got a season and then you'wve got
Phe State registration permit only. So it looks like you got
8bme knowledge or concept that there is enough out there to
Réve a little hunt on it and that you're regulating with this
Rdrticular regulation. But is this regulation -- isn't it also
d8dressing -- it's addressing an issue of keeping things
26nsistent with State versus the Federal so that the public is
86t confused about where they can or cannot .....

31

32 MR. CHESTER: Correct, that is part of the reason for
BBat regulation.

34

35 MS. LOWE: And so what I'm getting at, then, is that

®6're looking at the consistency, but you also actually have
BHat population there that you can apply this regulation to for
B@nting.

39

40 MR. CHESTER: Right, we know there's moose out there.
Béing pretty much in a forested environment it's extremely hard
42 get an estimate of just how many are out there.

43

44 MR. THOMAS: For the sake of management, you know, one
4hing subsistence users do is always allude to insuring
#énagement about whatever resource. I guess I'm curious that
4% you don't know how many moose are there, how do you know
wBat good management would be with the harvest -- how could you
49
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determine the harvest?

1

2 MR. CHESTER: Could you -- I didn't follow what you're
dsking.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: How would you determine the harvest level
6f we don't know what the population is?

7

8 MR. CHESTER: Well, if you don't know what the
Population is -- I guess that's what I'm saying about the

$Ppike-fork, 50 regulation. You know that there's a certain
pércentage of your population that will never meet that
tziteria.

13

14 MR. THOMAS: I see. Ann.

15

16 MS. LOWE: Also -- I don't know if this is the place to

p3dint it out, but under ANILCA the subsistence user is given
tBe opportunity to take fish and wildlife populations within
tBeir region to meet their needs. And this Council has not
db6ne C&T yet in the sense that we've reviewed and told you what
@& want C&T to be and, therefore, to try and to say in here, to
8dy, oh, you can't do this because C&T is this is ludicrous to
A3 because we haven't decided what C&T is yet.

24 So, I'm thinking to myself here, that -- I don't know
@what the Council will feel, but I'm thinking myself that
2Gstomary and traditional user is someone who takes what
Rdppens to come by and opportunially, whether it was there
B&8fore or not. I mean, it seems to me, like, there might be
28fort by the Fish and Wildlife Service or the other agencies
F}fivolved to adopt everything from the State that they had in
Bhere and not review it carefully and see if it really is
ddvantages to subsistence users.

33 So, at this time, presently, at the time I don't think
®é're under any obligation to C&T regulations since we have
Bbomulgated them in our region yet. And so I was just thinking
86 myself that you're saying in your explanation here -- and
BHis is the part I don't understand, I guess I'm trying to get
88 it, is what do you mean by there's no Federal regulation? I
B8an, if it's in the book, in the season here, what do you mean
BY the fact that there's no Federal regulation on that moose
Alnt?

42
43 MR. WILLIS: I'm not sure I fully understand your
4destion, Ann. First of all, there is a State season and, of

éburse, the subsistence hunters hunt under the State regulation
é6rrently. When I said there would be no change, it would just
B& that a Federal season would be created which mimics the
g8ate's season with no change. Same people would continue to
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hunt that are hunting now and under the same restrictions.

1 The issue of whether or not you can establish a Federal
8ubsistence season in the area where traditionally we have no
Background information on the uses by a particular community is
just to raise that issue for the Board's perusal. Make them
dware that there is no impact biologically or culturally from
this. However, there is an issue here, a policy issue, in that
e have decided, pretty much, -- and I say we, the Federal
B8overnment, not me personally, have decided that the way to do
Bhese C&T determination is to look at each community and where
they customarily and traditionally harvested animals and what
dfhimals they harvested. And that's going on all over the State
afd it will be done down here when the time comes, I don't know
¥Bat the schedule is on that.

14 But in the past they have used as a criteria in order
t6 make those determination -- and in this situation we saw a
pPéssibility that they were going to diverge from that and we
jiist wanted to make sure that the Board was aware that if this
p8oposal is adopted it would be a divergence from what had been
@éne in the past. So this is not something we're recommending
dfle way or the other. 1It's simply to raise the issue to this
gbuncil and to the Board that this is not the way business has
B2en done for other communities, do what you will with it.

23

24 MR. THOMAS: Jim.
25
26 MR. KURTH: Mr. Chairman, I think it's important to add

dile other point. And, Ann, you're right, there's not been any
28commendation from this Council about customary and
£Paditional uses. One of the concerns that has happened on a
BAmber of occasions is when the Board acts just to mimic a
8&ason, without considering whether or not it is a customary
38e, you then have some problems because if we allow a hunt
gi3der this regulation, one thing we know pretty much off the
B4p is not hardly anyone ever customarily and traditionally
B&tint only moose with 50-inch antlers.

36 Most of the time when the Board has been deliberating
dfitler restrictions they find that if it is a subsistence use
88 be a restriction on subsistence use and then they move
gfiickly to eliminate other uses. There is some consideration
46 be had here. If it's not a subsistence used by residents of
dlregion, 1s it fair to close out the Ketchikan and Juneau
#42sidents because the Board, on the advice of Council, will
é8nsider that should it adopt a 50-inch antler restriction.
44

45 MS. LOWE: Can I ask him a question?

46

477 MR. THOMAS: Sure.

48

49

50

R&R COURT REPORTERS

810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



65

MS. LOWE: TIs there a sports hunt now?

1

2 MR. KURTH: There i1s a State hunt in that area, that's
dorrect.

4

5 MS. LOWE: And it's open for everybody in the State or

6s it just as we've looked at in Proposal 3 and 4, just for
fhose subsistence users?

8

9 MR. KURTH: 1It's currently open under State regulation
t6 all Alaska residents.

11

12 MS. LOWE: Okay, so if you consider adopting this,

¥3u're saying that you would have to do away with the sports
hdnt in order to adopt this reg?

15

16 MR. KURTH: I'd never try and speak for what the
F&deral Subsistence Board will indeed do, but they will be
d8vised to consider that. If it is considered to be a
T8striction on subsistence use by limiting this harvest in this
@8y then the Board will have to consider restricting other
AEers.

22

23 MS. LOWE: Okay. And these kinds of things are not
24o0ked at as a biological control rather than a restrictive
A5e? I mean, it's not looked at as a way to keep the herd
Réalthy or build it?

27
28 MR. KURTH: The Board has and will always act in order
26 conserve resources. But in making decision to conserve

Bésources, they'll do that first by looking at other users
Bdther than subsistence users because the law affords the
BZiority to subsistence users. So if there's a need to
38nserve or close a season or put a restriction on to conserve
BAe animal, the Board will do that, but it'll do that in
86quence, other users first and then subsistence uses if it's

Hécessary.
37
38 MS. LOWE: Are there numbers that tell how many were
B8rvested by non-rural residents in this area?
40
41 MR. KURTH: 1I'd throw that back to staff, I just really
wanted to raise that policy issue and then .....
43
44 MR. THOMAS: Thank you, Jim.
45
46 MR. WILLIS: There were only three harvested this year,
Afin. I don't have the names in front of me, you know, they
w8re almost certainly from local residents. I don't think
49
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you're going to find a lot of people that are going to travel
Yery far to hunt moose on Kupreanof Island when there's so many
Better places to hunt if you're a non-rural resident.

3

4 MS. LOWE: So, basically, there's really no need or
bfear of cutting anybody else off from this hunt?

6

7 MR. WILLIS: I can't answer that because I don't know,
gou know, there may be a few people who are non-rural residents
#ho hunt down there and possibly in the future as the herd
&fpands and there are more hunting opportunities then there may
b& more non-rural residents who come in there to hunt. Or
p2ople from other areas who are rural residents, but don't have
d3customary and traditional use determination for this area.

14

15 MS. LOWE: Okay.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Mim.

18

19 MS. ROBINSON: What I'm wondering about is the sport

BRAnt. What type of moose licensing is there for that; is it
2ike what's done up in Yakatat or is just if you want it you
328st go buy a license for it and go shoot your moose or how is
PBat done in that area?

24

25 MR. WILLIS: 1I'll, again, defer to the State people
Béhind me if I say this wrong, but as I understand it, it's
27ke any other moose hunt in which only the State registration
P8rmit is required. And they can correct me if I'm wrong on
2hat.

30

31 MR. THOMAS: I see an affirmative nod back there, so
B3b is right on as unusual. John Feller.

33

34 MR. FELLER: Yeah, I just have a statement and then a

35 most of the trophy hunters in Wrangell they want to go up
Bbhe Stikine River, they go across the boarder and they pay
Gilides to go into Canada to get the bigger horned moose.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Do they taste better with larger antlers?
40

41 MR. FELLER: They taste pretty good, yeah. There's
#wdre of it, too.

43

44 MS. WILSON: Mr. Chairman.

45

46 MR. THOMAS: Marilyn.

47

48 MS. WILSON: Our people that lived in this area used to
49
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trade for moose, so I don't see how they could say that it
Wasn't a C&T, it's not customary and traditional. Because our
Reople use the moose, even though it wasn't -- there was no
Border, you know, at one time. Now there's a border, so we
Aave C&T on moose, so according to the State of Alaska we
8on't, is that right? Does anybody know?

6

7 MR. KURTH: I'm sure I didn't say that.

8

9 MS. WILSON: Oh. Well, I just want to say we have C&T
ol that.

11

12 MR. THOMAS: Ann.

13

14 MS. LOWE: I guess what I'm wondering is, I guess I
@6n't understand what Bob means when he says we allow this to
héppen, what do you mean by that?

17

18 MR. WILLIS: Allow what to happen, Ann?

19

20 MS. LOWE: This regulation to pass; this hunt on these
Rdbose, what do you mean by that?

22

23 MR. WILLIS: TIf this proposal is adopted there will be

d4Federal season established in this area which mimics the
3bate's season.

26

277 MS. LOWE: Right, and what would be wrong with it? And
2Bat's what I'm trying to find out.

29

30 MR. WILLIS: I wouldn't say there's anything wrong with

Ft. I just pointed out that it would be a divergence in the
®#dy the Board has done business in the past and this is an
38sue that needs to raised. This is a unique situation, 1it's
Aéver come up before in the State where you have species that
8blonizing a new area that hasn't been transplanted, it never
8gisted there in earlier times, like musk ox on the North Slope
8% something of that nature. It's the first time that this has
B8ppened and because of the way the Board has done business in
BBe past and looking at the communities and where they
#fladitionally harvested and what they traditionally harvested
#d automatically create a new season on a new species on a new
d?ea 1s just different from anything that they've done in the

pad8st and so we raised the issue. That's part of our job is to
péint these things out for their consideration.

45

46 MS. LOWE: Did you hear the testimony that they were,
4% least, spotted in 19607

48
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MR. WILLIS: Yes. There was no hunt, though, in
fecorded history -- there was no hunting in recorded history.
Mitkof and Wrangell Islands are different because there was a
S3tate season there in existence when the Federal program began
4n 1990 and so the Federal program adopted the State's season.
5But there was no season and no record of any season on GMU 3.
6
There was a two year season, or something like that, in the
8arly '60's, I believe, at one time.

9

10 MS. LOWE: So there was a record?

11

12 MR. WILLIS: Yeah, there were two years of hunting

t8der as State season back then, but then it was closed and
thAere was no season in existence at the time the Federal Board
35 or the Federal program began. That's why it was not adopted
fér all of Unit 3.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Is Fish and Wildlife opposed to this?

19

20 MR. WILLIS: No, we're not opposed to it or in favor of

2t at this time, we don't have an official position on it. As
22said, we just raised the issue on both sides to make sure
B3th sides are considered.

gé MR. THOMAS: One other last gquestion? Any more last
gd6estions on this one?

g; MS. LOWE: I'm ready to hear the Council.

%8 MR. VALE: Just one.

gé MR. THOMAS: One last question.

gz MR. VALE: How old does a moose in this area have to

gGét before he has 50-inch rack on him? Approximately?

36

37 MR. CHESTER: We really don't have a good idea on that.
38hat's one of the reasons we started looking for cooperation
3% the hunters 'cause we apply these regulations to do some
dfitler spread and aging on the harvested animals. So we can
gét some of that information and modify it if we find out that
42 one of the contentions is that these are smaller antlered
d48imals and they don't get that big and that's the information
wé want to find out.

45

46 MS. LOWE: Moved to adopt Proposal 6.

47

48 MS. WILSON: Second.
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1 MR. THOMAS: Moved and seconded to adopt 6. Further
discussion? John.

3

4 MR. VALE: Mr. Chairman, what seems to be key to this
proposal to me is whether or not there's customary and
traditional uses on these moose in this area here. Looking at
fhe criteria that Board uses in that regulation to me -- I had

8irst looked at it, I'd say, no, there's not C&T on here and
Bhey should be authorizing a subsistence hunt. And I think
this is sort of the central question and whether or not we
$hould support this proposal.

12 I, however, did -- based on the individual's testimony
fBom the Forest Service there in the area, who said that they
bélieve the population came from Petersburg, Wrangell, Stikine
Rhver drainage and extended up there and that there is C&T on
that particular population that kind of relieves my distress
about creating a subsistence season here. So, you know, I --
hder that condition, considering the moose population as a
hAit and there is already C&T on that unit of population I'm a
26t more comfortable supporting the proposal and I just thought
21lwould start off with those comments.

g% MR. THOMAS: Anybody else?

gé MS. PHILLIPS: Bill.

gg MR. THOMAS: Patti.

gg MS. PHILLIPS: I would like to show appreciation for

Bénnis Chester's comments of the antidotal history on the
Bbose. All history of the indigenous people have it that this
38 a unique situation, we have glaciers here, they have come
f38rward and they have receded. Because now there isn't a hunt
84 i1t doesn't mean that our oral history doesn't show that
Bhere wasn't a hunt on it, you know, centuries ago.

36 So I have a problem with this statement of divergence
B¥om the past history of the bureaucracy and how business is
d8ne because as a way of life they way business was done was
$0u went with the flow of the glaciers and just, you know, the
éQimate and so on. And I just wanted to say that I feel that
dhere i1s a customary and traditional use of this stock for that
#@2ason.

43

44 MR. THOMAS: Are you saying you're a divergence type of
pé&rson?

46

477 MS. PHILLIPS: A what?

48
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MR. THOMAS: A divergence type of person?
MS. PHILLIPS: Divergence.

MR. THOMAS: Further comments? Discussion? Ann.

U W

MS. LOWE: Okay, there's several reasons why I'm going
%o support this. First of all, I like to support things that
8lear up confusion in the public's mind, especially the
Subsistence user when he's trying to -- out there to harvest.
I0ve heard so much of them say to me, get things consistent.

11 Secondly, I agree with Patti, just because there isn't
t2cent written history does not mean that this has not been
h38ed in the past and if it hasn't that doesn't make any
ddfferent anyway. History is that you use -- when your doing
thstomary and traditional activities you use what is available
there at the time and if it's not there you use something else.
17 A prime example is the concern I've seen out of the
F8rest Service and Fish and Wildlife protection to protect
h8rten and go to great lengths to make restrictive regulations.
2Bnd I can assure you that marten wasn't indigenous to this
Pérritory, they were transplanted for the fur industry in the

2320's. So if we can give marten some leeway, we can certainly
g3ve moose some leeway.
24 And I think the same thing happened with rainbow trout

ahd some of those kinds of things, so I support the idea that
26 talked about in ANILCA in Section 805 under D(1) (2) (3) and
23) that protects the subsistence user's right to use the
28sources around him in a customary and traditional way. And
28 doesn't say that he has to be locked into a certain species
38 a certain little valley at a certain time of the year.

31 And I also am of the opinion that one of the best ways
82 probably get a handle on this is through a regulation that
B38s this type of restriction on it so that you can have permits
Bdrned in by those that are harvested. You do have a built in
Bbotection here for any that might be out there.

36 I am dismayed because the Forest Service in Southeast
Bdd to come into this without their own data and they had to
d8opt data from other areas as well as Fish and Wildlife
38rvice who does not have people living here in Southeast and
B8s to rely on outside and what they glean on their own. And
wé're way behind the eight ball in our own research. We put a
43t of money into Commissions, but we don't seem to put a lot
68 money into research so you can come tell this Council what
44 or is not there.

45 And so I see this as a tool of helping in that
pérticular place where you're very void in information. I get
#4dal tired of hearing -- what did you call it; the wah (sic) or
4Be .....
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1 MS. ROBINSON: SWAG.

2

3 MR. THOMAS: The SWAG.
4

5 MS. LOWE: The SWAG.

71

I would like for us to start

putting some time into getting a handle on what we've got out

There.

It's for the benefit of the subsistence user. I

Believe that the Forest Service has submitted this in good

faith and it is not to undermine anything
thlght do later on with C&T issues. And I
ptrobably address that down the line and I
f2ally do think that this is a good on to
tBe whole concept of the subsistence user
hded the resource around him.

that the Council

do believe we'll
think at this time I
Jjump on and support
and his ability to

15
16 MS. WILSON: Question.
17
18 MR. THOMAS: Question is called. Call the roll.
19
20 MS. LOWE: Patricia Phillips.
21
22 MS. PHILLIPS: Yes.
23
24 MS. LOWE: Mim Robinson.
25
26 MS. ROBINSON: Yes.
27
28 MS. LOWE: Marilyn Wilson.
29
30 MS. WILSON: Yes.
31
32 MS. LOWE: Millie Stevens.
33
34 MS. STEVENS: Yes.
35
36 MS. LOWE: Ann Lowe. Yes. John Vale.
37
38 MR. VALE: Yes.
39
40 MS. LOWE: Bill Thomas.
41
42 MR. THOMAS: Yes.
43
44 MS. LOWE: Herman Kitka, Senior.
45
46 MR. KITKA: Yes.
47
48 MS. LOWE: John Feller.
49
50
R&R COURT REPORTERS
810 N STREET 1007 WEST THIRD AVENUE
277-0572/Fax 274-8982 272-7515

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501



72

MR. FELLER: No.
MS. LOWE: Richard Dalton, Senior.
MR. DALTON: Yes.

MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, this passed, eight, one, zero.

OO Jo Ul W -

MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Okay, we'll address Proposal
NOmber 7 at this time. After we take action on Proposal 7
w%é'll take a dinner break and depending on your folk's
tdoperation, expediency, we'll determine how long the dinner
bBeak is. Mark.

14

15 MR. JACOBS: 1I'd like to ask you, once again, to follow
the rules of the Federal Advisory Committee to establish to
pr¥ovide local advice to the Secretary of the Interior,

A8riculture regarding subsistence matters. That's what is
$8ys. And further on here it asks you to comply with FACA.
20 What you're repeating here -- I didn't hear what you

8did, but you asked me to provide an alternative or make other
8#dggestions. I didn't hear that request from you. But what
23m talking about is repeat of the State Fish and Game when
dfher matters push subsistence down to the bottom. This is a
FP&deral Subsistence Hearing not sport fishing or sport hunting.
26 It cost money for us to get here and there's time when
RJaska Natives have traveled to Anchorage and were pushed off
PBe agenda and have to return home without being heard. And I
d8n't like this domination by a few people. I wish you had
Blles that we could suspend. It cost money for us to be here
dhd tomorrow I have an important meeting, I can't be here
B2morrow, maybe that's what you want.

33

34 MR. THOMAS: That was really a nice presentation, Mark,
Bt I need to know what you want. I'm here at your pleasure;
®hat would you like?

37

38 MR. JACOBS: Give us a chance is what I want.

39

40 MR. THOMAS: I'm willing to do that, tell me how to do
#hat. Dale.

42

43 MR. KANEN: I think if I understood his point, maybe
#lere are public who have to leave -- who came to testify and

éannot be here tomorrow and would like to give testimony,
pérhaps out of order on the proposals.

47

48 MR. THOMAS: I'm willing to do that. I'm willing to do
49
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that, but I need to know. I can't respond to somebody that
isn't specific. And if that's what it means, that's what we'll
do. So I now need to know what to do different. Right now
We're looking at proposal seven, do you want us to look at a
different proposal?

5

6 MR. JACOBS: 1In Sitka I realized that you used a heavy
Hand, you can still do it. You don't have a gavel, but you
Bave a heavy hand.

9
10 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chairman, may we go on with Proposal 7
ahd he wants to -- there's a testimony that he can give in

tBhere because he gave it to us and that's what he wants to talk
daBout, it's right here.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: I know that, but I'm wondering what to do
d6fferent to get to that point.

17

18 MS. LOWE: Well, I don't think Mark understands what
¥8u're doing.

20

21 MR. JACOBS: We're out of town and I think what you're
22stening to is that -- employed right here in Juneau.

23

24 MR. THOMAS: They're not -- they're not. Yes.

25

26 MR. MEHRKENS: May I make a recommendation? My name is
B7i11 Mehrkens, I live here in town. Perhaps, maybe, for this

28st hour before supper we just take general testimony
28garding any issue, any proposal or anything like that to
3Qlow people, like Mr. Jacobs, and so forth to get their say
3dhd be able to do it in an expeditious way.

32

33 MR. THOMAS: I'm willing to do that as long as it's a
p#oposal in our packet.

35

36 MR. MEHRKENS: Is that a motion that would have to come
f¥om the Council?

38

39 MR. THOMAS: ©No, I can allow that.

40

41 MR. MEHRKENS: I would like to propose that.

42

43 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, can we make just a five minute

B#eak and maybe we can go clear some things up here real quick?
45

46 MR. THOMAS: Yeah. We'll take a 10 minute break.
47

48 MS. LOWE: Thank you.
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(Off record)

(On record)

gadwbdh -

MR. THOMAS: It has been brought to my attention that
there are some people from the public that can't stay for as
Jong as it's going to take to complete the agenda. We don't
@ant to deny anybody an opportunity to represent themselves or
fheir organizations on this issue. Given that we're going to
t@ke what time we need to give those people that need to leave
béfore we're going to be through here an opportunity to
t@stify. If they would rather that we go through the proposal
®8 their choice, we'll do that. If they would rather offer
téstimony applied to a certain proposal without going through
the proposal process and leave their input for us to consider
when we get to that part of it, we can do that.

17 So if you intend for us to act on a proposal while
¥8u're here, please let us know. If you wish to testify and
18t us continue on with the proposal, let us know that. So
PRose of you that fall into this category of having to leave
ahd would like us to address at this time a proposal that
Y2u're interested in testifying to, we'll do that at this time.
280 if anybody would like to, please tell me what proposal and
#wé'll do that.

25

26 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, hearing -- oh, there we go. Is
PHis also that people can testify that don't have anything to
d8 with proposals because there's some folks that have to leave
2Bat want to talk about other issues too.

30

31 MR. THOMAS: 1I'll respond to their questions, yeah.

32

33 MS. LOWE: Okay.

34

35 MS. HANLON: My name i1s Ernestine Hanlon and I did not
BAow about the time limit of your proposal. I do have a
P¥oposal and each Board member has a copy. I do have time to

8Beak tomorrow, but I would like for you to consider my
BPoposal or my father's.

40

41 MR. THOMAS: I doubt that we'll be able to -- if it's
A3t making reference to something in our proposal book that we
B3ve. 1In order to adopt their process we have to submit
p#oposal to address that. If I'm not correct on that, somebody
phease correct me. Can you correct me?

46

477 MS. LOWE: I think what Ernestine is asking for,

M&. Chairman is if she can have an opportunity to address other
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things in the proposals and she's actually, I think, going to
dddress a management program and if she can be her tomorrow
Raybe that would be more effective so that we can go ahead and
et through these proposals.

4

5 MR. THOMAS: I'm not sure I'm understanding. Let's
6ontinue so I can understand.

7

8 MS. HANLON: Okay, I have a proposal that I presented
8o the Board members just now and I would like for you to
tbnsider 1it. I'll be here tomorrow, so we can talk about it
then.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: I guess I need to know a little bit. Does

14 apply to any of the ones that you know of in the book?
15

16 MS. HANLON: ©No, this is Glacier Bay.
17
18 MR. THOMAS: Okay. I'll probably have to defer that.

I9probably, at this time, won't be able to schedule it right
#6w. And my guess would be that if we're going to consider it
at all it would be after we finish our agenda of proposals.

22

23 MS. HANLON: As for the other proposals, I didn't see
ddy of the proposals until this morning, so I don't have
dhything.

26

27 MR. THOMAS: I understand. But if that's okay with you

£8r us to do that. I'm not intending to deny the opportunity,
29m just saying that we have to probably put it later when we
fflnish the published proposals.

31

32 MS. HANLON: Well, I'll be here.

33

34 MR. THOMAS: Okay, thank you. Anybody else? Mark.
35

36 MR. JACOBS: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I didn't hear
BHe instructions that you gave.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Okay.

40

41 MR. JACOBS: And 1if you'll allow me I'd like to speak
68 several proposals that are in that book of proposals. My
Ad8me 1s Mark Jacobs, Junior. I passed out copies to each

wémber of your Board, I neglected to put my address and phone
Afimber on my testimony. Maybe it's a good thing, but for those
é6 you that would like my box number, Box 625, Sitka, Alaska,
89835 and phone number is 747-8168.

48 I was working on my proposals when Harold Martin called
49
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me and told me that he could not attend. Mr. Harold Martin is
the President of Southeast Native Subsistence Commission and I
dm Vice President. And we talked over the issues that we
Wanted to present here in the form of testimony. I had my
written and I had them type it this morning.

5 I would start out with Proposal Number 7. I neglected
6o identify this as vehicles, but I wanted to make reference to
fhe marten that is cited in this particular regulation or
proposal. I would personally favor removal of all harvesting
8nd trapping regulations on marten. My reason for change is
h8rten is not native to Baranof and Chichagof Islands. Since
the transplant of marten, they have multiplied to a point of
t28ducing the population of grouse and ptarmigan.

13 Trappers will benefit, but will not endanger the
§pecies, and I'm talking about marten.. Grouse and ptarmigan
honters will also benefit. The transplant of squirrels to
these islands have helped in reducing predator pressure on
&7¥ouse and ptarmigan because of marten preying on squirrels.

18 Proposal Number 8. As a 70 year elder, I'm in favor of
tBis proposal, it will give me reasonable access to my
28Qbsistence resource. If this becomes too controversial, then
2lders over 65 years of age and handicapped and cripples should
b2 allowed to use motorized boat hunting.

23 Proposal Number 9. At my age and serious physical set
Bdcks due to a cancer removal surgery, I favor this proposal,
@whthout the restrictions imposed by the Alaska Department of
Posh and Game on a law enacted by Alaska Legislature to provide
dZcess by elders, handicap, blind & crippled. The Federal law
8Bould avoid copying the State of Alaska on this particular
BPoposal.

30 Proposal Number 10. This is the same as Number 9, but
3t includes Peril Straits, Hoonah Sound and Salisbury Sound and
RAcludes the offshore islands, including Kruzoff, Biorka and
Bdtherine Islands, I'm very much in favor of Proposal Number
ka.

35 A designated hunter on behalf of an elder, handicapped
36 otherwise disabled, shall strive to deliver a well cared for
Gdme, properly gutted, in other words avoid dumping carelessly
3Bot game or blood shot meat.

39 Proposal Number 11. This is okay, extended season
gBould be shortened if there is a heavy snow fall. And that
pértains to deer.

42 Proposal Number 12. This makes areas of Unit Number 4,
43uniform harvest area for deer, if this overrides the sub-
d4dits, I don't object, so long as access to bag limit remains
45 it is.

46 Number 4 effects. History has shown -- now this is
Himber 4 under this particular Proposal Number 12. History has
gBown that deer populations recover very rapidly, up until

49
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about 20 years ago, we've had severe winters and up until bag
limits were imposed by harvest tickets deer populations
£luctuated, most die off caused by severe winters and have more
3f an impact on deer population than that harvested by hunters.
4This gives the villagers more opportunity.

5 Proposal Number 13. Deer is sufficient and I guess
that's the title or part of it. Deer population is not
gndangered, if they are endangered, it is usually due to heavy
Bnowfall or extreme low temperature. then they resort to
feeding on kelp. This weather situation can freeze sources of
hécessary drinking water, dehydration results in some.

11 It is know that fawns or first year deer are the first
T2ctims of extreme winter weather, the next victims are the
bcks, pregnant does will always survive a harsh winter. When
dléer population is down, a good indicator is does begin to
d&liver twins and even triplets. Biological data may not be
térrect, but even then it is used to impose a reduced bag
1imits and shorter seasons.

18 Proposal Number 14. ©Now this is the real thing that I
¥8nt to get at. Marten is a transplant to Baranof and
hichagof Islands. Marten have devastated grouse and ptarmigan
Rdépulations. It would be prudent to allow trapping marten with
A2 bag limit. I would even suggest longer trapping seasons
B&cause the birds, such as blue jays, used to be a common noise
MAdker and a nuisance. Nowadays, you rarely see this beautiful
Bhrd. As a non-migratory bird, marten has severely reduced
P2his species.

27 Proposal Number 15. strongly favor designating an
aBle bodied person to hunt for elders, handicap, blind and so
28. Alaska State Legislature did enact Game & Fish Harvest by
Bfioxy, however, when rules and regulations were incorporated in
Bhe regulations, it became so limited and stringent it seemed
gd8eless. I am an elder, if anyone is willing to hunt in my
B&8half, that proxy hunter should be able to use my harvest tags
34d this regulation should be area wide, i.e., all of Southeast
Bhaska.

36 Proposal Numbers 16 and 17. I support Yakatat on these
P¥oposals. Thank you.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: Thank you, Mark. Any questions for Mark
éi any of these? John.

41

42 MR. VALE: Mark, how old are you when you're an elder;
A3w old do you have to be? Is there a line there of 557

44 MR. JACOBS: Use your mic.

45

46 MR. VALE: How old does a person have to be to be an
é¥7der? In other words on this proxy hunting here -- for

éRample, when we submitted the proposal from Yakatat, Mr. David
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Betie (ph), Yakatat's representative to SENSC .....

1

2 MR. JACOBS: I think that's a good question.

3

4 MR. VALE: Yeah, he indicated we preferred a 55 year
dge limit.

6

7 MR. JACOBS: That's a good question. I know when I was

8 young fellow in good physical condition I went goat hunting
®ith Herman Kitka's dad, and how old was he; 78?2 757
10

11 MR. KITKA: Who me?
12
13 MR. JACOBS: No, your dad. Your dad, Mr. Frank Kitka,

ftémember when we went goat hunting and you packed out a big
b21ly goat, you didn't cut it in half.

16

17 MR. KITKA: He was 80 years old at that time.

18

19 MR. JACOBS: ©Now your dad at that particular time
8Rowed no physical disabilities as an elder. In fact, we as

gbung fellow had a tough time keeping up with him, so I think
B3 years is a good time to start calling a person an elder.
38me are in good physical condition, yet, and some turn elder
Béfore they reach 65.

52 MR. THOMAS: You're stepping on toes, Mark.

g; MR. DALTON: Mr. Chairman.

gg MR. THOMAS: Richard.

gé MR. DALTON: Mark, it mentions in here about blind and

88me younger generation might have a marriage and maybe a
84uple or three children who cannot go hunting, maybe on
dbutches, so to speak, or this other blind person would like
Bhis particular subsistence because it has a utilization by the
8Piritual meat of the intake. So there's no question in my
B&nd that I would dare say to support the people that needs
BRis particular subsistence. And the use of that would be
gfleat for the individual who cannot see. And perhaps have a
Broken leg, maybe on crutches, or a broken back and can't pack
#Hat subsistence.

43 It used to be our practice thousands of years of ago
when we went hunting, we when hunting and utilized everything
w& took from there and brought it down and when we brought it
d6wn -- 1if I had a brother who has a broken back and can't do
daflything, he even might be younger than I am, and if I have a
d48er to share with him, I would share that deer with him. That
49
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was customary, traditional uses.

1

2 MR. JACOBS: Thank you for sharing my testimony.

Bhat's exactly the way I think. The bag limit can become quite
4 controversy especially when you deal with household permits
and personal permits. It can be use for discrimination. I
have suffered it and I also documented one case of
discrimination in the permit system, well documented.

8

9 MR. THOMAS: I'm not so sure that elder is a real good
ttiteria. In my recollection and in a subsistence lifestyle
fdor any reason that somebody wasn't able to go out and get
tReir own provision it didn't take a Council meeting to decide
%Bether somebody was going to help that person or not, we Jjust
hélped that person. So I think handicap and disadvantage would
pbobably be more applicable than elder because, you know, like
Mérk said, some people are in phenomenal physical shape when
tHey're in elder age.

18 Other people have different reasons for being
d92sadvantaged or handicapped that could use somebody to hunt as
d0proxy hunter or to provide for them for whatever they get
from the resource. We'll discuss that when we make a decision
A it, but I'll probably offer that for a change in language.
23

24 MR. KITKA: I agree with Bill that handicap would be
Bbre proper to use because I still hunt. I'm 80 years old and
26still go out and climb the mountain.

27

28 MR. THOMAS: 1If we pass this you can't go any more.

29

30 MR. KITKA: There's a lot of Indians out there that's

8lderly that's doing the same thing I'm doing, so handicap, I
BHink, would be more appropriate to use in the proxy hunter.
33

34 MR. THOMAS: Then you can use my proxy and you can hunt
£6r me.

36

37 MR. JACOBS: Thank you. Thank you, Herman. I don't

3Bow any physical disabilities, but it's a problem for me to
w8lk a quarter of a mile. And I would have a difficult time to
plove to the State Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
gérvice that I have a severe disability.

42 I experienced the same kind of thing with my hearing.
Z3know that my hearing was damaged in my battle station during
4le war. And I tried to talk to the Veteran's Administration.
4%hey asked me what my vocation was. I did blasting for 35
géars before I retired. They attributed my loss of hearing to
4He muffled explosions.

48
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MR. THOMAS: John.
1
2 MR. VALE: Mark, what aspect of the State proxy hunt --
3n here you say that it became so limited and stringent it
Became useless, can you tell us what part of the State
begulation and discuss that.
6
7 MR. JACOBS: Haven't you read the State regulation on
®hat the present regulation state, Fish and Game regulation.
You look at it, the State of Alaska enacted that proxy hunting
then it went to implementation, through this kind of process, I
dthess, I had no input in it, I don't know what happened there,
bt it became very stringent that I believe one month or so
13mited, 'cause I was an able bodied man, I wouldn't even .....
14

15 (Plug was kicked out and machine shut off for

16 approximately 15 seconds.)

17

18 MR. JACOBS: ..... and it was a honor to give those

&9ders that we respect the best meet that we could give them.
20

21 MR. VALE: Thanks.

22

23 MR. JACOBS: Thank you. I don't intend to be sitting
Bére all night and dominate.

25

26 MR. THOMAS: We're enjoying the view. Thank you, Mark.

21s there anyone else that would like to address the proposals
£8om the book? Wanda.

29

30 MS. CULP: We're here representing the Tribal
Bdévernment of Hoonah and not prepared to address the proposals
BBat are in the book simply because we got them today, but we
d38 have some concerns that -- local concerns that we want to
B#ing forward to you as a Council so that you could pass our
3bncerns on to the Federal Subsistence Board, since we're
dfable do it ourself, we're just trying to fit into the system

Bére. So if it seems a little unorthodox, please bear with us
B&8cause .....

39

40 MR. THOMAS: Do you folks have to leave?

41

42 MS. CULP: Yes.

43

44 MR. THOMAS: Okay. Please proceed.

45

46 MS. CULP: This is Mary Rudolph, she representing the

Hdonah Indian Association IRA Council and she has a statement
48d then I'll make a brief on after.
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1 MS. LOWE: Mary, would you spell your last name,
Blease?

3

4 MS. RUDOLPH: R-u-d-o-l-p-h.

5

6 MS. LOWE: And your title again?

7

8 MS. RUDOLPH: I'm on the IRA Council.

9 My name is Gin-na-haug descendent from Glacier Bay,

dlso Mary Rudolph from Hoonah. My concern is logging at Eight
Fathom Bite. There has been abuse on our natural resources in
tRe area around Hoonah. It seems like an all out effort to
#%3pe out everything that is around Hoonah that we need to
$4rvive on. This is where we settled down at after Glacier Bay
ahd if this could happen to our village it's going to happen to
bther Native Villages.

17 Other examples, if you look at old pictures where is
tBe Native villages of Juneau, Ketchikan, Douglas and Sitka?

W& need to be working together to protect our village before
28's all gone. We need to show that Federal and State has to
@wbrk with us Natives and not be making decisions that concerns
PRe area or the place we live in. With this logging, the fish
PBat are in the rivers are being destroyed and the men are
Rdving to move out further to get what was so plentiful for us
At so long ago.

26 Forest Service should have been working with the Native
P&ople not the corporation because they are not working with
R8tives that have concerns and want to be heard. We are the
28rgest Native village in this area and we are in danger of
Bécoming extinct because of this logging and because of this
Bbrest Service Park enhancement that has started in the area
8#irrounding Hoonah.

33 We have had our people already cited and we are being
B41d by Forest Service there is forms to fill out even to go
gét a piece of wood what we have used all our lives now is
Béing regulated and our people will have a hard time adjusting
Bé&cause of all of these encroachments. Who is going to support
38? Why is our concerns as Tlingit Natives falling on deaf
88rs? How much more can we lose? How much more can we give of
6(0r land and resources?

41 We have a home and this is the most frightening aspect
B2cause I have 11 grandchildren and each of them have been
#3rtunate to have a great grandmother, Amy Marvin, who can
44111 share our history with them. Everything that is
Aappening in Hoonah is similar to what happened in Glacier Bay.
4B8his is the reason why I feel we should let it be known that

W& have legitimate concerns. This is why we are advocating a
éB8operative partnership, co-management.
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The area around Hoonah is already being set up as a
tourist attraction without our input. I know we are going to
Be pushed out of our home again just the way we were forced out
38f Glacier Bay. The very same promises were made to the
Hatives of Hoonah that they would always be free to come and
gather their food and by the decision of four people speaking
énd writing letters and giving the wrong impression that we
Natives were abusing our Native homeland (not ever realizing
8he Natives did not abuse their surroundings).

9 Gradually our usage area was taken away with one using
d0gun to keep us away. This, again, 1is happening to our people
®f Hoonah and again we, as descendants of Glacier Bay, are not
b2ing heard, we have been pushed aside by National Park
$8rvice, Forest Service and now by Federal Subsistence Boards
®4 our substitute bill that we introduced in September '93.

15 Thank you.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Do we have a copy of that?

18

19 MS. RUDOLPH: No, I'm sorry, I just wrote this up in

2he last few days. I'll be glad to type it up and send it to
garol.

22

23 MR. THOMAS: Okay, if you would do that.

24

25 COURT REPORTER: What's the possibility i1f I type it up
dhd send it back to you?

27

28 MS. RUDOLPH: Okay.

29

30 COURT REPORTER: Would you put your address on there
dhd I'll make sure you get it back.

32

33 MS. RUDOLPH: Okay.

34

35 COURT REPORTER: Thank you.

36

37 MR. THOMAS: Was there a reason for not asking me to
Bgpe it?

39

40 MS. CULP: Would you have?

41

42 MR. THOMAS: No.

43

44 MS. CULP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for this time and

#e&mbers of the Council to listen to us because we do have a few
ébncerns. And I also didn't type up anything but it is the
édntents of what we talked about in Sitka, a little bit of it.
48 For clarification I think it needs to be understood
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that the Huna Indian Association or the IRA Council activated
the Huna Elder Council in 1988. We are all members of the same
@drganization. The Elder Council, however, is made up of the
Blan Elders of each Clan in Hoonah and they address customary
d4nd traditional uses concerns within our traditional uses area.
5 And our traditional uses area, briefly, includes --
éncompasses Glacier Bay, North Chichagof Island, Icy Straits,
Indian Islands and the Outer Continental Shell. Within our
8raditional usage area, all five Federal agencies that make up
Bhe Federal Subsistence Board hold certain responsibilities
that directly affect the Tribal Government in Hoonah.

11 We, again, need this Advisory Council to the Federal
$Absistence Board to carry our concerns and proposed solutions
t38 the Board. The following reality we'll bring up again.

Jdst briefly the Forest Service in their profession habitat
pbotection as well as customary and traditional usage
p6otection. It's kind of a double edge sword because we now
fdcing 352 new timber sales units at Eight Fathom Bite. So
tBere is actually no plan in place that would protect our
t@stomary and traditional usage.

20 The National Park Service, of course, continuously
Pries to shut us out and we're dealing with that also through
28gislation to Congress.

23 The Bureau of Land Management holds responsibility of
dddressing the Native Allotment Claims, three generations later
£his has not been resolved yet. There are private lands within
@hacier Bay owned by Tribal members that must be recognized.
Riid this we bring up because Glacier Bay is within our
£8aditional usage area and we're not able to piece meal things,
29ke it's been done in some any other ways.

30 The Fish and Wildlife Service holds jurisdictional
Bésponsibility to the Marine Mammal Protection Act. We know
BRat this act exempts coastal Alaska Native from the Marine
B38mmal Moratorium and that the act is recognized in the 1984
Bdacier Bay General Management Plan under compliance, but it
dbes not specify clearly just how the Park Service is going to
@6émply with the Marine Mammal Protection Act, so our people are
B&ing arrested for harvesting seal.

38 And the Bureau of Indian Affairs there's rights
BBotection issues that we need to clarify with the Bureau of
Ifidian Affairs and we do need their support and assistance in
dhstitutionalizing our Tribal Government into the system. So
4Hese five agencies we would like to have an opportunity to
d4ddress at some point in some forum in a manner that wouldn't
#é4strict us or in a manner, you know, that is acceptable to us.
45 The concern we have about the Federal and State
#égulations we have to deal with is that they're built from the
6lltside in. Neither the Federal or State Government has been
d4Ble to appropriately address all of the users of the
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resources. Special interest groups hold strong influence on
the decision making process. As a Tribe, our voice must be
2qually important on these issues, even if we can't afford to
Bay for it.

4 There has been no due process exercised in the
8evelopment and enforcement of rules and regulation affecting
6ustomary and traditional users of the land and water. The

3tate of Alaska provides magistrates, courts and troopers to
$illages, but no legal representation is available locally, the
Same story with the Federal Government.

10 Both the National Park Service and Forest Service is
digging their roots deeper into our traditional usage area
¥2thout any regard to our presence and historic use and
kdowledge. Knowledge which is the product of centuries of
bbservation and tested methods.

15 In order for one Native base entity to effectively
df@dress subsistence, well over a dozen agencies, commissions
dafld boards need to be contacted. None of these, however, seem
t8 be able to address our problems and our concerns, which is
¥By we're frustrated right now.

20 It is these great concerns that have compelled the
Zribal Government in Hoonah to introduce substitute bill to
HR704, which is the Glacier Bay bill now before Congress
BBought forward by Murkowski and Don Young. And in October in
3d4tka we presented this substitute bill to this Advisory
¢buncil and the Council took action to support our legislative
26fort with a letter to Secretary of Interior, Babbitt. And we
dpPpreciate this, we need the support.

28 Our subsistence bill introduces a new relationship
Béetween the Tribal and Federal Governments in Alaska. The
Rftroduction of Tribal values into the whole entire system is
Bhe missing link. This system would enable traditional values
38d laws to clear up the numerous gray areas that cloud the
33sues that directly affect customary and traditional users of
BlBe resources.

35 The partnership we advocate is one of balance. Our
B6aditions require balance as does Mother Nature. Tribal ways
d¥e an integral part of the ecosystem and accumulative impacts
B8ing experience within our traditional usage area require that
®8 intervene to protect our cultural way of life the best we
één.

41 This partner concept we are offering will close an
éAormous crack that we, as Alaska Native people, fall into
d43ily. Speaking of the dozen or so entities we have to contact
déaling with customary and traditional usage, within our own
4httle community we have the same kind of problem.

46 In addition to the Huna Indian Association and Tribal
€duncil there's also the Teenage Community Council, ANB and
ARS, the Municipal Government Council, the State Fish and Game
49
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Council representatives, Southeast Native Subsistence
Commission representatives, Hoonah Totem Claims us (ph), the
Rlaska Claims us, then there's the Southeast Advisory Council
Bepresentative all within our community. And, yet, when we
Aold Tribal Government meetings these things should be brought
Bp and talked about so that we can effectively present all of
6ur thoughts on what we're presenting.

7 So it is awkward and I think what we're going through
8s a transition where we got so many chiefs we don't have
@nough indians. So if we could meet in a forum where we don't

h@ve titles, where we Jjust sit down and beginning talking about
hdéw we can accomplish institutionalizing the Tribal form of
g@dvernment and Tribal values into this whole process, I think
tBat we'll begin to feel comfortable as to what is happening
hére and begin to also join in for the process for developing
pboposal that we could all talk about on equal grounds.

16

17 MR. THOMAS: Good.

18

19 MS. CULP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: I had a couple of questions. Some of this
Y2u offered in October, right, at that meeting?

23

24 MS. CULP: Yes, it came right out of .....

25

26 MR. THOMAS: Have you had the opportunity to offer this
23 any other organizations since then?

28

29 MS. CULP: Oh, yes. Well before it was even presented
B8re it has been -- we have a list.

31

32 MR. THOMAS: Were they all ecstatic with it?

33

34 MS. CULP: So far I think our proposal -- well, from

Bhe White House it went right over to Barton's (ph) office.
36

37 MR. THOMAS: How are they doing in Hoonah?

38

39 MS. CULP: Pardon?

40

41 MR. THOMAS: How are all these things you just listed

42 us; how are they getting along in Hoonah with this.

43

44 MS. CULP: Well, again, I think one of the main
pboblems is we've got so many -- we're fragmented into so many
dbrections, we haven't yet to establish a forum where we can
471 begin to bump heads.
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MR. THOMAS: Okay. Now, my next question. 1In
listening to your frustrations and fully respect them and I
£hink I have a sense of understanding about that, but through
811 of this have you had a chance to identify any specifics in
411 of this and how can conditions be created or changed for an
dmprovement to relieve some of the frustrating circumstances?

6

7 MS. CULP: Well, we would like to see a forum in Hoonah
Bo that we don't all be coming in with our little -- so we can
811 sit down and talk this out, all the five Federal
$Q0bsistence Board representatives into Hoonah and talk about
what were squawking about and barking about, so that we can --
%2 won't feel and seem like such a threat because what we're
08fering is to become partners in solutions.

14

15 MR. THOMAS: I see, I see, okay. Can you leave us with
d6copy of that? We'll take your name and address and get it
bdck to you.

18

19 MS. CULP: Yes.

20

21 MR. THOMAS: 1I'll type that one up.

22

23 MS. CULP: Okay, you can.

24

25 MS. RUDOLPH: Mr. Chairman, I did bring a letter from

dhe of our elders and we had the impression that we were going
2@ be able to speak on our issues, so like Wanda said, we were
28 kind of had the wrong impression of how the forum of this
R8eting was going to be, so he gave me a letter since he
86uldn't come to read to the Council members.

31

32 MR. THOMAS: That'll be fine, that'll be fine.

33

34 MS. RUDOLPH: The Federal Subsistence Board .....
35

36 MS. LOWE: Excuse me, could you identify that

géntleman's name and stuff ahead of time and spell it.
38

39 MS. RUDOLPH: Wilbur "Jumbo" James, Senior, Hoonah
THhaditional Tribal Council Elder

41

42 MS. LOWE: Wilbur .....

43

44 MS. RUDOLPH: Wilbur "Jumbo" James, Senior. It says:

Béderal Subsistence Board. Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, Federal
86bsistence Board Members:

47 First, the right of subsistence, such as food
g8thering, fishing and hunting, should be in no way diminished.
49
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Justification below.

1 Second, the right of food gathering, fishing and
2imited seal hunting be allowed within all waters and areas of
Glacier Bay. Justification below.

4 Justification for the first one. It has been rumored
that the United States Forest Service may declare a Forest
Bervice National Park on the northern end of Chichagof Island,
Possibly restricting our subsistence way of life here in
Hoonah. This would devastate our traditional way of life.

9 Number 2. Food gathering and subsistence fishing
$Aould never be denied in Glacier Bay. Also limited seal
hinting (and Marine Mammal, only as per Freedom of Religion
A2t, Marine Mammal Protection Act, also ANILCA).

13 The strongest justification is, originally Glacier Bay
bddr true home.

15 1906Indian Land Allotment Act.

16

17 1909Gustavus area surveyed and land given to Hoonah

18 Tlingits. ©United States Government Employees,
19 i.e. Presbyterian people (missionaries and

20 teachers) urge Glacier Bay Tlingits to leave
21 Gustavus for education of our children to

22 Hoonah. Winter is on us, we go to our winter
23 camp in Hoonah. Word get out how valuable

24 Gustavus 1s as farm land. Government

25 immediately declares abandonment by us. We are
26 not until much later notified of this.

27

W& are both citizens of our own land and United States in 1924,
29 many years before lower Reservation Indians.
30

31 1925Upper Glacier Bay made a monument.

32

33 1939Glacier Bay further expanded (my home included).
34

By the early 1950's our seal hunting, even for Potlatches, 1is
36 nearly stopped.

37

38 1956In an ultimate act of cynicism, original Hoonah

39 Land Allotment is given to white people (the
40 awarding of townsite Gustavus!) By the Park
41 Service or Interior Department? An area

42 totally surrounded by park land and water, the
43 white man's own killing fields with total

44 bragging rights.

45 In hope that our proposals can be acted favorably on, I

ébose, respectfully, Wilbur "Jumbo" James, Hoonah Traditional
T¥ibal Council.

48 And he sent 12 copies in so. Thank you.
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7

8
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MS.

88

THOMAS: You gave us a copy of that already?
RUDOLPH: No, I just remember I had them with me.
THOMAS: We'll take a 20 second break for you to

to us.

HANLON: Mr. Chairman. My name is Ernestine Hanlon

While I may agree with some of Wanda's comments I would

l8ke for you to note on the Council that the Wooshkeetaan and
Tleneidei speak for themselves.

12

13 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Before we excuse you folks,
lét me get an idea of what -- what were your wishes that we do,
bbher than solve all the problems.

16

17 MS. CULP: Cooperative management. Co-management,
p8rtnership, equal partnership and co-management process.

19

20 MR. THOMAS: Okay. Thank you.

21

22 MR. VALE: Mr. Chairman.

23

24 MR. THOMAS: John.

25

26 MR. VALE: I'd like to make a comment, it's not exactly
d7question, but it's a comment for these ladies information. I

28ad through what you handed out to us in November in Sitka

28d, you know,
88w on there was received very positively by myself.

8%pecially
déveloping

BBink that'

BhBe future

I just want to let you know that much of what I
I

like the concepts of traditional use areas and
management plans for traditional use areas and I

s something that we can address here as a Council in
to define traditional use area, development

Banagement plans for them. And so I just wanted to you know
Bbhat, you know, your efforts are not wasted and I feel a lot of
®Hat you proposed is very good.

38

39 MR. THOMAS: That's true, that's all data for our C&T
ébnsiderations.

41

42 MS. CULP: All right, thank you. And just for

d3formation sake,

in Hoonah on the 11th, 12th and 13th, the

TZibal Government is having two lawyers come down into Hoonah

#6 discuss
ADF&G some

with SEALASKA, Hoonah Totem, the Forest Service and
of these concerns, so they're going to be flying in

afld we'd like to invite any of the Federal agencies that are

BA8re today
49
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in Hoonah. So we could address these problems or begin
dddressing them.

2

3 MR. THOMAS: Thanks. Carol.

4

5 MS. JORGENSEN: Mr. Chairman, could, maybe, Wanda, you

énd I and Hoonah people can get together after, but with the
Grant that the Native American Fish and Wildlife Society has
8vailable to people this would be a good forum for this society
8o participate in also.

10

11 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Anybody else in the category
©f needing to leave before the anticipated time to finish
tBese? Yes, come forward, please.

14

15 MR. MILLS: Thank you for allowing me to sit here and
dddress you. My name is Kale da sol (ph), I'm from the
TV7akdeintaan Clan of Hoonah. I come from the Head House, the

R8ven Clan and I very proud to see a lot of you sitting up here
téday. I'm seeing a lot of intelligent people that I worked
@wth before and very knowledgeable people sitting up here and
21m sure you'll receive our words with an open mind because we
Rdve dwelled on these subject before. And this time I'm going
238 get away from the fish, I mean, from the moose and the deer
Méat and I'm going address the halibut and the king salmon and
2he co-ho.

26

277 MS. LOWE: Would you spell your name for us and the
?8cord, please.

29

30 MR. MILLS: P-a-t-r-i-c-k M-i-1-1-s. Patrick Mills.
31

32 MR. THOMAS: Just 1like it sounded.

33

34 MS. LOWE: Patrick, I meant your other one.

35

36 MR. MILLS: I have my comments written down and type

38t so that Chairman doesn't have to get a typewriter.
38

39 MR. THOMAS: Okay.

40

41 MR. MILLS: So these Regional Council Members and
B2deral Subsistence Board. I am here today before you to seek

¢3ur strong support in helping the Native community of Hoonah
#44étain their subsistence, traditional uses of the Public lands
4h Icy Straits and Glacier Bay. Many problems face the
dhdigenous Tlingits of Icy Straits and Glacier Bay. A strong
gfow of support by the Regional Advisory Council of Southeast
ABaska will set precedence and will help the Natives of Icy

49
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Straits and Glacier Bay to retain their culture and traditions.
lFor many years the indigenous peoples of Alaska have faced
Rard times, diseases and a great lack of self esteem. As a
Besult of our forced changes in our customary lifestyle, our
Hative world is turned upside down.

5 Ever since the Tee-Hit-Ton case in 1954, the indigenous
Natives of Alaska have become second class citizens because of
ZThe lack of protection guaranteed to all other citizens of the
Bnited States of America. Yes, no compensation for the lands,
food, shelter and languages taken away from the Tlingits of
HOonah. Why does the United States of America call the Natives
®f Alaska United States citizens when it cannot guarantee that
tRe Constitution of the United States is applied to all people
®8 the United States of America equally? Immigrants who have
jdst arrived in the United States yesterday have more rights
than the indigenous Natives that have lived in America for
thousands of years. It does not make any sense to deprive
dflyone of their constitutional rights. Before Columbus

@8 scovered America, we Hoonah Tlingits were using Glacier Bay
dafAd Icy Straits.

20 The king salmon should be returned as a subsistence
fdod to the Hoonah Tlingits. The king salmon is sewn into our
Radtive dance regalia of the T'akdeintaan Clan. It is painted

8 the screen panel of the Mount Fairweather House of the
Rd4vens. The king salmon has always been a part of the Tlingit
£60d group all year around. Since the Hoonah Tlingits have had
A6 input in the discussions to deny us the right to subsistence
Ring salmon, it must be placed back into the food group called
88bsistence.

29 The coho salmon, by not being allowed for subsistence,
38 a very sore spot on the Tlingit culture. The Tlingits of
Hdonah have a Clan named after this wonderful source of food.
32 has helped feed the Native Tlingit children of Hoonah down
BBrough the centuries. Coho salmon has been our food and also
Bds spiritually helped uphold the self esteem of a Native
Béoples.

36 The halibut, with hundreds of years of sustaining the
BTingits, must be returned as a vital food source. The
BB8osketaan Clan has a halibut dance used at our Potlatches and
88 one can deny the use of halibut by the Tlingits and other
d4fidigenous peoples of Alaska. The original native halibut hook
Bas been proven effective in the taking of halibut by the
édastal Natives of Alaska. Yes, members of the Council,
B3libut is a vital source of protein used by the Natives, and
44 is well documented throughout the history of Alaska's
ébastal communities. the International Pacific Halibut
€6émmission has used Native symbols of the halibut on many of
4%s publications down through the years and yet they deny its
d48e for subsistence. Again, there was no input from the
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indigenous coastal Native communities on these actions taken
dgainst the Native needs and lifestyles.

2 And now I will address a major source of disruption to
8ur customary and traditional lifestyle. The Tlingits of both
#he inner and outer coast of Glacier Bay and Icy Straits have
been taken out of their inherent hunting and fishing grounds
6ince 1867. Many of the Hoonah Tlingits that are alive today
Have parents who were born in Glacier Bay. Almost all of the
8egalia, customs and traditions of the Huna Tribe comes from
Q@lacier Bay. We cannot loosen our life's hold on Glacier Bay,
3afid we will not loosen our grip either.

11

12 For the first time in history the Federal Subsistence
B3ard and Federal Southeast Regional Council will face a
Féderally recognized Tribe in the Hoonah Indian Association.
the Traditional Tribal Council provides the ancestral ties to
the clans of the Huna Tribe. The clans dictated the uses of
tHese life-sustaining foods of the Hoonah Tlingits in their
tfistomary and traditional hunting and fishing grounds.

19 We, the Huna Tribe, have a trial obligation to pass our
20stoms, traditions and the right to protect the well being of
lir future generations. Since the Huna Tribe has tribal
2Bmunity, we have the right of co-management in the traditional
a8d customary hunting and fishing grounds of the Huna Clans.

®Wé¢ want our input in all major decision affecting the inherent
2hghts of the Huna Tribe.

26 For starters, the king salmon, the coho salmon and
Rdlibut should be returned to the subsistence diet of the
28digenous Natives of Southeast Alaska. Rod and reel uses
28Bould be allowed for the taking of subsistence. The
Blrchasing of the State of Alaska sport hunting and fishing
Bicenses should not be one of the main point for who is allowed
B2king fish and game. We do not want to known as sports
p8rsons, but as customary and traditional users of the
Bésources of our homelands.

35 And in the conclusion, the Southeast Regional Council
8bould make its position know to the Federal Subsistence Board.
3Rfter all, it has been 14 years since the passing of ANILCA.
BBis is such a long time for the Federal Subsistence Board to
g8 without Southeast Regional Council advice.

40 En-ney-chee (ph).
41
42 MR. THOMAS: Thank you. Questions, comments for

B3trick, now that we got him to spell his Tlingit name. You
dd4zzled us, Patrick, thank you. That was really a good
pbesentation and we'll do as much as we can with it.

46

47 MR. MILLS: Thank you.

48
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MR. THOMAS: Thank you. I'm really enjoying this new
testimony, getting away from the ungulates for a while. Is
Phere anyone else that has to leave that would like to testify,
dven your romantic life, if you want to. One taker, no? Is
#here anybody else that would like to testify that has to leave
Bhat don't live in Juneau?

6 Okay, in that case we'll recess for the evening and
Zeturn at 8:30 in the morning. Ann.

8

9 MS. LOWE: Mr. Chair, there was a couple of individuals

that were here that left thinking that we were going to recess
fbor dinner and come back this evening, they wanted to give

tBheir testimonies. They had indicated so to a couple of us.
13
14 MR. THOMAS: We'll be back at 8:30 in the morning after

this evening. We're going to go into a closed Council session
bécause we have some in-house Council things that we need to
tdke care of. Gina needs to give us a little scoop on travel
¥8uchers. Marilyn.

19

20 MS. WILSON: Yes, I was wondering do we have the
ddldresses of everybody that testified?

22

23 MR. THOMAS: If we don't have your addresses, would you

8ée that we get them? Thank you. Okay, 1f you're not a
gbuncil member, we'll see you at 8:30.
26

27 (Off record)

28

29 (TO BE CONTINUED)
30
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