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1 PROCEEDINGS

2

3 (Saxman, Alaska - 3/18/2010)

4

5 (On record)

6

7 CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Okay, please take your
8 seat and we"ll get started.

9

10 Thank you.

11

12 (Pause)

13

14 CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Okay, folks.

15

16 (In Tlingit)

17

18 Good morning people of Honor. We will

19 get our meeting started this morning. 1 want to thank
20 Mr. Bangs for helping me out yesterday, I really wasn"t
21 feeling too well. 1 tried to get some rest last night
22 and 1 was pretty restless, I"m still not 100 percent,
23 but 1 know I can count on you if we need it. But,

24 thanks, Mr. Bangs, for Chairing this meeting for a

25 short spell.

26

27 Anyhow, we want to go ahead and get

28 started. We"ve got a bunch of proposals that we need
29 to get through this morning, and, today. | would hope
30 that those of you who have signed up to testify, we

31 want to hear your concerns but we also want you to know
32 about our time constraints. It"s very stressful, you
33 know, when this Council has to rush through the latter
34 part of the day, and I really want to avoid that if

35 possible. So if we can keep our comments and

36 everything to the point and as short as possible, we
37 would sure appreciate it. That goes, you know,

38 especially for those who are on the list to testify. |1
39 would encourage that to be true through all of the

40 proposals that we go through today. But, you know, we
41 hope to get out of here in a respectable time.

42

43 So, thank you.

44

45 Mr. Bangs, did you have something that
46 you wanted to address?

47

48 MR. BANGS: There®"s a little -- 1"'m a

49 little bit confused and 1 was wondering if 1 could ask
50 some questions to Mr. George Pappas.
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CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Mr. Pappas, you"re on
the hot seat.

MR. PAPPAS: Good morning, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Bangs.

MR. BANGS: Thank you. 1 just want to
make sure that 1 understood that the State is clear
that they"re not going to comment on the proposals that
they didn"t comment on here, the C&T findings and a
couple other ones that the State didn"t have a position
on.

MR. PAPPAS: Through the Chair. Mr.
Bangs. To make it clear, statewide we have not
provided comments on Proposals 1 through 5 to hear the
different inputs of the RACs, new information
available. Same with the C&T proposals. Now, our
positions will be finalized once we incorporate all the
new information that"s presented at the RACs, all the
public testimony, all the conclusions of the RACs, and
our comments will go to the Federal Subsistence Board
on those particular proposals, but not at this meeting.
1"ve been to nine of the 10 meetings so far, and we"ve
had the same information and, actually, the vast
majority of the RACs have appreciated prior to
formulating and finalizing our position on some of the
statewide proposals and C&Ts, they appreciated us
listening.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Follow up.

MR. BANGS: Mr. Chairman. Mr. Pappas.
We"ve went over this time and time again and the reason
why that the State needs to make their comments at this
meeting here, at the RAC level, it helps us to form
better judgment on the proposals and it"s just not in
the purview of this group to have those comments go by
us and go to the Federal Board. And this is something
that we"ve tried to be pretty firm. And Chairman
Littlefield was pretty adamant about it as well. And I
don"t understand why the State continues to do this.
And 1 think, I don"t know how the rest of the Council
feels, but 1 don"t think it"s a proper procedure.

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Thank you. Mr.
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Douville.

MR. DOUVILLE: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 1
agree with what you"re saying totally. And Chairman
Littlefield would not allow further comment beyond the
regional level, so if you can™t put it through us, if
it does not go through us, then it"s unethical to even
attempt to go to the Federal Subsistence Board with any
information that you have not presented to us, and that
he would disallow that totally. If you don"t make your
comments here, well, then you®"re barred from doing that
farther down the road in the process. That was quite
clear.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Okay. Any more
comments about that issue.

(No comments)
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Thank you, Mr. Pappas.

MR. PAPPAS: Duly noted. It"s in the
record. 1711 ensure that all the supervisors and
policy team is specifically aware of this.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Gunalcheesh. Thank
you.

I want to take a testimony this
morning. We"ll try to get through these here as
quickly as possible. 1 want to call Franklin James up,
if you would, Mr. James.

MR. JAMES: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Good morning to all you RAC, Council. My name is
Franklin James.

I"m not going to read anything from
this, that I handed out copies to you guys. What I
want to do, and 1 know you don®"t make rulings on this,
but why 1"m going to talk on this issue is, so much was
brought up about Kuiu yesterday, and what 1 want is
Forest Service and those people to know about Kuiu.

I grew up there, on Kuiu. 1 trapped
there from when I was a young kid. Now they"re talking
about the snowfalls for the last two years out there, 1
heard it, marten, no such thing. When I grew up, and
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I"m sure all of you guys know when we"re young kids,
look at the snow, good grief, it was five, six feet,
you had to shovel a tunnel just to go to school, frozen
from half -- right from the blinker out of Craig, by
Crab Bay all the way to Klawock, yet that place was
full of marten, It"s just overtrapped.

But what I want to do is just talk on
Kuiu. People say that island belongs to somebody else.
Nope, they don"t even know the story. 1 gave you guys
papers and you can study them and the guys from Forest
Service. And what it is, I would like to ask Merle, on
the people that we met so 1 can continue, Merle, do you
remember those people down at KIC.

MS. HAWKINS: Yeah, the Sacred Sites
National Committee. Susan Johnson was in charge of
that committee, she"s Alaska -- she"s Native American
Tribe.

MR. JAMES: Thank you. Anyway, what 1
wanted to talk on, and I°11 try to keep it under five
minutes, is that you take a look at Kuiu all the way
from —- I can go all the way around the island but 1
leave that to Kake, from Pt. Saint Ellis going around
south all the way to the north end of Threemile Island,
there"s so much buriel sites, all over the place, and
that"s what we discussed with this group that Merle
Just talked about, not only that we have a lot of
buriel grounds out in Mulsberry, and that area, the
Forest Service has been building roads right over our
grave sites, which is wrong. And the -- when you take
a look -- and those are supposed to be sacred sites.
They do have laws that you have a boundary that you
can"t come within those sacred sites.

Another one is that, as you"ll see in
your paper, where the Battleship Sagna (ph) came and
destroyed eight villages, wiped them out at night.
They could not defeat us in the daytime. One on one
they could -- the United States, we could have wiped
them out. But they had to come in at night and wipe
out our villages. And each one of our villages had
anywhere between 18 to 14 longhouses, just like our
Chair said yesterday, the house got too small to build
another one. These houses housed over 300+ people and
we had between 18 to 14 longhouses per village. This
averages out at 11, and you put it at 300 that"s 28,000
people. And you can get this from three different
scholars that drafted a book in the 1890s steady.
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Where are those people from around Kuiu where there was
20 to 40,000 people, where are they today?

Okay, let"s get back again. Smallpox.
That they planted and killed all these people. A lot
of them died all off in the waters trying to cool off.
A lot of them died right in their houses. The people
that survived this that went up in the mountains and
some went to Kake and some went to Petersburg and
Wrangell and -- well, Petersburg was just a summer
camp, It wasn"t even in existence then, just a summer
-- Native summer camp. But to Wrangell and to Klawock.
After they came back after the disease, they burned up
all the bodies, okay, cremation sites, if I"m not
mistaken, has got 100 mile radius. So with the
battlesites that took place, that where the (In
Tlingit) fought the Russians out there in Kuilu Straits,
they fought it all the way around that island, some
places we know where the cannons are laying today,
still where we sunk the ships, you can see the cannons
at low tide. Okay, those are scared sites. The
cremations are all sacred sites. So the fish straps
are sacred sites.

We went over this with these people and
they were supposed to draft something up for me where
we can keep all the logging off there. And one -- I™m
going to cut it off because 1 know -- I*m glad our
Chairman gave me a little extra time.

One thing 1 want to express, we are
going to win that island back in Kosciusko. Why, when
they destroyed eight of our villages -- my challenge
after my fishing rights case, which 1"m sure I"m going
to win, iIs that we"re going to go after these people
that forced us off in 1934 from Kosciusko, by guns, by
destroying our eight villages. |1"m not going to ask
for repayment like they gave to Angoon for destroying
Just part of a longhouse, gave them repriation of, 1
think $78,000, nope, my suit®"s can come in where we had
three camps right there, Tebenkoff, Bay of Pillars,
Mulsberry, one in Kell Bay, one up in Bear Harbour, up
in Tebenkoff, No Name Bay and inside of Conflusion,
where they destroyed -- 1 want all those places built
back. They"re going to rebuild that whole area.

So what I"m doing is letting the Forest
Service know you guys are trespassing on lands, you"re
trying to make rules on lands, and for me I agree with
them, close that trapping to marten. Marten is a dumb
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animal 1 used to trap. All you had to do was hang a
little can up there, put bait in it and they"ll jump up
and jump in the trap and you leave the trap open. |1
trapped out there since 1954 to 1963. And those areas,
you could not come into our area, we"d shoot you, that
was the law. You could not trespass on our areas and
it was known up until the latter -- early part of the
"60s, people used to ask us permission to go in the
areas. What happened to those things today.

So in closing here 1 just wanted to
give you guys these three papers, just to show, I™'m
giving you a brief thing, that 1 got so much stacks of
papers you wouldn"t believe, and these are just
summarized down.

Gunalcheesh.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Gunalcheesh, Franklin.
We"ve got three more people to testify here this
morning and 1 think we"re going to try to get rid of
all of those right off the bat, hopefully we"ll be able
to, you know, move the agenda on forward.

The next person 1°d like to call is
Melvin Charles, are you here.

MR. CHARLES: Gunalcheesh.

Yeah, on our fishing that we have for
halibut fishing right here we"ve got -- I don"t know if
this was mentioned before or not, if it was I did not
hear it. But it is not right for us to be out
traveling an extensive distance away from Ketchikan to
set our halibut skates. And that there should not be
any commercial fishing in the radius around Ketchikan.
And I was thinking a good radius of Ffive miles.

And that 1 am totally against this here
harvesting of dungeness crabs for commercial. And
there is a lot of non-Natives that get this here
dungeness and they love it and there"s not going to be
any. There"s not going to be any dungeness crabs for
anybody. And there should be a radius around every
town and village all over Alaska.

And for the eulachons, | feel that the
Canadians should be liable for getting eulachons for
our people. 1 have commercially fished for eulachons
for many times right from when I was a teenager and 1
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fished with my Uncle Benny and we had taken eulachons
right directly to Craig, and we supplied Craig,
Klawock, Hydaburg with eulachons and this was every
year. And the reason why 1 believe that Canada should
be liable for getting us eulachons, they could get it
for us out of Nass River (ph). The Canadians have a --
they"re doing mining in the Unuk River in Canada, and
I"m opposed to mining anywhere. And they"re attempting
to start mining here, 1 am against that.

The other thing is on our fishing, 1
want to find out, and if you can help me on that
matter, is where -- why and who put all of those
batteries at Sackman Seaport for landfill, and how is
that affecting our clams and how is it affecting the
water there because those batteries would kill
anything, I don®t know what it would kill, but I don"t
think it"s right.

So we -- | do thank you very much about
this here.

And if our harvesting for herring eggs
comes into jeopardy at any time | believe that there
should be a total shutdown on all commercial fishing of
herring. At no time should we be deprived of our food
and we are not going to step aside so that the
commercial fishermen could make their harvest.

So I know that you guys are very, Very
busy, and 1 know that you"re very tired and have lots
more to go so | do thank you. Thank you very much.

Gunalcheesh.

Gunalcheesh.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Gunalcheesh, Charles.

(In Tlingit)

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Mr. William Farmer,
are you here.

Thank you, sir.
We were going to -- Mr. Farmer, we were
going to let you, you know, testify when these

proposals came up, but we"ll take your testimony now
and you"ll be on record so, you know, you don"t have to
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worry that your testimony is going to be ignored.
Go ahead.

MR. FARMER: Thank you. Before 1
forget 1°d like to thank the Board for the time and the
effort and the expense that you®ve suffered to be here.
1*11 speak for myself and my family, we do appreciate
it, and we respect your opinions in all matters.

First 1°d like to address the numbers
of the deer. I"m a commercial fisherman and I1"ve lived
on Prince of Wales for 30 continual years. 1 came
there with myself and my wife and my family has grown
substantially. My family now consists of four
children, six grandchildren. We encompass the Yates,
the Smiths and the Simpsons. 1 feel comfortable in
speaking for myself and my family. 1°ve seen the
numbers drop substantially as far as deer numbers and
I"m an avid hunter, and I hunt from the saltwater to
the Alpine. There®"s areas that 1°ve hunted continually
for the past 30 years, | revisit every year, so | have
a good feel on what"s going on. 1 go to where the deer
live and look at where they sleep, where they eat, and
where they drink. 1 don"t count pellets. 1 have a
good feel for what®"s going on. The numbers have
dropped. And by their own numbers they figure by the
pellet count, since 2006, they"ve dropped by 30
percent.

I looked at Proposal 19 and 1"m for
that proposal, but 1 think the timeframe needs to be
tweaked a little bit, and some of the concern that 1"ve
heard was the does will still have fawns with them at
the time that is written down. It ultimately boils
down to the discretion of the hunter. The does aren"t
afraid of you. You go out, you hunt, it"s your own
discretion. |If there"s a fawn with that doe, you
bypass that doe; it"s your call. 1 would like to see
that timeframe tweaked from September 15th to October
15th, to October 1st to October 30th; that would give
them at least a couple more weeks but it really boils
down to the hunter®s discretion, whether you want to
create that kind of harm, you know, 1 mean on a doe,
you walk up to it, you®ve got plenty of time, sit down,
take a snack, take a nap, whatever, it"s not going
nowhere, see if any fawn show up. It"s just like
shooting a sow bear, with cubs, you just don"t do it,
you know.
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The other proposal 1°d like to comment
on is Proposal 20. And I personally don"t hunt deer at
that time of the year, it"s just too hot and the deer
jJust aren"t in prime shape. They"re skinny, it"s hot
out, what do you do with the meat after you harvest it
anyway, you know, 1"m not holding it against anybody
else that wants to participate in that, 1"m all for it,
but for me, personally, 1 don"t do it.

I also have been harassed by the long
arm of the law and I take exception to that but
generally what it really boils down to all 1"ve got to
do is look in the mirror and I see why 1"m being
harassed. 1It"s up to a person®s own personal
discretion whether you want to go that way or not.

Once again 1°d like to thank the Board.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Thank you, Mr. Farmer.
Anybody have any questions.

(No comments)
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Gunalcheesh.

MR. LARSON: Actually I have a
question.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Mr. Larson has a
question.

MR. LARSON: Mr. Farmer.

REPORTER: Do you want to go back, he
has a question.

MR. LARSON: Mr. Farmer.....

MR. FARMER: Yes.

MR. LARSON: _.... if 1 could, just to
make sure that my notes and the record is clear, you
are in support of 19 with an amendment that you propose
to change the dates; is that correct?

MR. FARMER: That is correct.

MR. LARSON: And for Proposal 20, you
are in support of that proposal as well?
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MR. FARMER: No, I am not in support of
20.

MR. LARSON: Okay. So youTre 1in
opposition to 20.

MR. FARMER: Yes, sir.

MR. LARSON: And you"re speaking for

the AC.

MR. FARMER: 1 am not speaking for the
AC.

MR. LARSON: Okay.

MR. FARMER: This is my own personal
opinion.

MR. LARSON: Yes, thank you.
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Cathy.

MS. NEEDHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Could you please reread the dates that you were making
as a recommendation?

MR. FARMER: As it stands now the
proposal is set up to —- I"m not sure when it"s to
change the dates, 1 know they run up until December as
it"s written now, but they"re asking for the dates to
be changed to September 15th to October 15th; and 1°d
like to see it changed, instead, from October 1st to
October 30th. You"ll still have a 30 day timeframe
there, but it does give the fawns another 15 day leeway
to -- and that"s still not saying that they"re not
going to be with their mothers; probably some of them
still will be. | mean 1| see fawns with mothers in
November. But they"ll be a little bit more mature and
a little bit more capable of surviving.

The other point 1°d like to make is
late in the season when you shoot a doe, if that doe is
pregnant, that fawn has zero percent chance of
survival. Zero percent chance. Because if that doe is
pregnant, you kill its mother, the fawn is dead. At
least by changing the season forward, there®s a slight
chance that the fawn may survive.

MS. NEEDHAM: Thank you.
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MS. PHILLIPS: Mr. Chair.
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Patty.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you. Mr. Chair.
Mr. Farmer. You said that, you know, based on what you
read that, you know, the analysis shows the deer
population dropped by 30 percent, and on your own
observations what do you think the population has
dropped by?

MR. FARMER: 1 started hunting on the
island in 1981, 1 had some excellent teachers that
taught me the right way to harvest the deer, and just
walking through the old growth I see a drop in the deer
population of probably 60 percent. On the road system
as -- the road system expanded and we got more
technical, nicer trucks, nicer boats, better guns,
GPS*®, all this and all that, we"ve been able to sustain
what we need, but we"ve had to become much more
technical to do it, look in new areas. What I know is
1"ve basically been hunting the same areas for the past
30 years. | could move out to outlying areas, 1 could
move down into other areas and still do as well but 1
feel I"m a good example because I"ve been hunting the
same areas. On the road system, back in the early "80s
if you drove from Craig to Whale Pass or El Capatain
Pass, just basically across the island, there were
many, many, many a days you"d see 20 or 30 bucks on the
road and now you may make the same route and you --
maybe three or four times and you might see one buck.
You know that"s what I"ve experienced.

You drive out into the clearcuts and
you used to be able to walk out on a landing and look
down in there and see three or four bucks, take the one
you want or take none, you know, just to experience the
experience of being out there. It wasn"t all about
harvesting. It was about the experience of being
there. Now you might go to 10 or 15 different
clearcuts and see none. The pressure has intensified
dramatically. 1"ve seen the pressure go from road
hunting to fringe hunting to everybody"s progressing.
It used to be you"d go to the Alpine, on opening day
you"d see nobody, now you go up there you®"re going to
see a dozen people on any mountain. You know it"s
progressed to that stage. A lot more access. We have
ferry traffic every day. Every day. Where there used
to be one ferry a week, you know. The pressure in
outlying areas, the deer have decreased, so what do you
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do you go to the next best place. People come home,
you know, Ffamilies have grown. It"s changed.

MS. PHILLIPS: Follow up.
CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Follow up.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Mr. Farmer, are you and your family"s subsistence needs
for deer being met?

MR. FARMER: With a lot of effort, they
are, we"re not going hungry. But I have a very
adequate family. My son-in-laws are all avid hunters.
We all provide for each other, we share. My primary
occupation is prawns and I°m ashamed to admit that I
fish prawns while they"re carrying eggs. It"s
something 1 tried hard for the past 20 years to change,
there"s no reason to be Ffishing those prawns when
they"re carrying their babies. The market doesn"t want
it, myself as a commercial fisherman doesn®t want it.

1 would much rather fish them when they"re not
pregnant. But it was convenient, when the law was made
for a certain fisherman to fish in the off season, I™m
ashamed to admit that I fish prawns while they"re
carrying eggs.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Thank you, sir,
appreciate your comments.

MR. FARMER: Thank you.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Okay, 1"m going to
take one more. Mr. Willard Jackson.

(In Tlingit)

MR. JACKSON: Gunalcheesh.
Gunalcheesh. 1 want to speak on behalf of Saxman again
and the citations.

Yesterday my brother and 1 were here
and we read some of the resolutions off to you. One of
the resolutions I"m referring to is 05-09, citations
given out in Yukon River, Yakutat, Kasaan, Angoon,
Hydaburg, Saxman and Klawock and many other
communities. |1 am going to be 63 years old in another
month. 1°m retired. And I"m drawing a great, great
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Social Security from longshoring and the VA.

My brother and 1 served in Vietnam and
between us there®s probably 30 medals that we received.
I was wounded in Vietnam two times. 1 was a drill
sergeant when I was 22 taking young men, including
myself into battle. Prior to going out in an ambush
patrol or even a night patrol a warning order is given,
I bring the map out, 1 tell the young men the direction
we"re going and the direction we"re coming back. 1
give them the warning order where we"re going and why
we"re going there. | have a license with me. When I
turned 62 nobody, nobody should be breaking the law.
Nobody. I don"t care if it"s for traditional
gathering. Nobody, nobody should be breaking the law.
When 1 sat at my table with our father, our father used
to hold a butter knife in front of us and he used to
say, don"t talk about your father that way. When 1
went to jail in the Ketchikan system for many many
times after coming back from Vietnam, my father would
let me sit there. 1 spent months and months in jail.
But I learned a valuable lesson. Indian country has
protocol and traditions just as well as the Organized
Village of Saxman, they have their boundaries.

IT you look around the walls here, to
your left and your right, you"re going to see the clan
emblems, those are their boundaries.

IT you"re going to fish in the Saxman
area or this community, and you®"re not a part of this
community, don"t break the laws. That is why Saxman®s
name is on this resolution; someone broke the law.
Saxman paid for that.

I really appreciate your support in the
future for the Organized Village of Saxman.

My grandchildren are from this place.

IT you look around the table, you know,
a lot of us are up in age, and we"re not going to be
here too much longer. We"re basing our culture and our
traditions, importing our values into our children. If
our brothers and sisters continue to break the law
they"re setting our children up to fail. That"s not
the way I was brought up. That"s not the way 1 was
brought up in the military, I was to follow orders.
There are protocol and traditions in our culture and we
need to stand by them as human beings.
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But 1 also want to share one last
thing. They medivac®d a brother of ours last night,
he"s dying from cancer, and he"s from this village, and
that"s David Guthrie. He"s a clan brother of mine and
he lived the subsistence traditional lifestyle. And
before 1 leave this table 1 want to Till this air with
a prayer, a prayer for my brother and a prayer for the
family and a prayer for this village.

(Prayer)

Father, 1"m grateful to be in the
presence of the RAC Council. They"re
given some heavy information here
Father and responsible for a lot of
things Father.

Father we medivac®"d a brother of ours
jJust hours ago to Anchorage, he is not
going to be with us too much longer.
Father be gentle, be gentle on my
brother. Father we ask you stand with
the family, and stand with this village
Father, our Teikweidi brother. Be
gentle with him.

Father we thank you for the medications
and the doctors and the nurses and the
hospitals that we have in our midst.

Most of all, Father, we thank you for
the time that our brother has been here
with us and we"ve supported his family
and his grandchildren.

Father, we ask you this in your name.
Gunalcheesh.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Gunalcheesh, Willard,
Gunalcheesh.

Okay, that concludes the testimonies
that we have before us now. If there are any other
people who would like to testify, you know, throughout
the remainder of this day, please, fill out a little
sheet over there and have it brought up here, however,
if you"ve already testified, don"t bother, because
we"ve already taken your testimony and we want to, you
know, use our time wisely so thank you for that.
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1"d like to turn the gavel over to Mr.
Bangs for awhile, if you could take care of these next
few proposals, | need to take a little bit of rest.

MR. LARSON: Could we take five
minutes.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS: Let"s take five
minutes.

(Laughter)

(OfF record)

(On record)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Okay, we need
to get started here so we can get through these
proposals.

(Pause)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: So we"re on
WP10-15. What"s the wish of the Council.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Yes.

MR. ADAMS: 1 move that we adopt WP10-
15.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Adams.

MR. LORRIGAN: Second.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: It"s been moved
and seconded for WP10-15.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: That"s the language that"s
found on Page 131.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Adams.
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Ms. Oehlers.

MS. OEHLERS: Good morning, Mr. Chair
and Council members. For the record my name is Susan
Oehlers. 1"m a wildlife biologist with the Forest
Service in Yakutat, and I will be discussing the
analysis for Proposal WP10-15 found on Page 131 in your
book.

And this proposal was submitted by the
Council requesting that the Federal subsistence goat
hunting season in Unit 5A, that area between the
Hubbard Glacier and the West Nunatak Glacier on the
north and east side of Nunatak Fjord be closed.

This proposal was submitted because the
proponents state that there is a conservation concern
for goats in this area and that it is necessary to
close the hunting season to protect the goat
population. The goat population appears to have begun
declining in this portion of Unit 5A referred to as the
Nunatak Bench in approximately 2000 and has remained at
low levels. Both the Federal subsistence and State
seasons have been closed since 2001.

And I"m just going to briefly mention
one alternative that was discussed in the analysis, if
you didn®"t want to support the proposal as stated. One
alternative would be to delegate authority to the
Yakutat District Ranger to close the season, which
would allow Flexibility in managing this population
without additional action from the Federal Subsistence
Board. This delegation of authority may, however, be
addressed by Proposal WP10-22, which requests
standardization of In-season management which will be
discussed later today.

In summary, the preliminary conclusion
is to support the proposal as stated, or as submitted
by the Council.

The goat population in the Nunatak
Fjord has declined and remains at a low level that is
insufficient to sustain any high risk on Federal public
lands. Since the population is not expected to
increase for a number of years, Federal public lands
should continue to be closed because of conservation
concerns for the Unit 5A goat population. Harvest
should not be allowed until the population of at least
100 animals is observed for several consecutive years
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as recommended by the Department of Fish and Game.

Because the harvest of goats was low
prior to 2001 and has not been allowed since then,
subsistence users will be minimally affected by
adoption of this proposal. Closing the Federal season
will promote recovery of this population, increasing
the possibility of a harvest for Federally-qualified
subsistence users in the future. This closure would be
reviewed by the Federal Subsistence Board no more than
three years from the establishment of the closure and
at least every three years thereafter. |If survey data
indicates a population sufficient to sustain harvest
the season could be reopened by submitting a proposal
through the Federal regulatory process.

That concludes my presentation. 1°d
welcome any questions from the Council.

Thank you.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Lorrigan.

MR. LORRIGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I noticed on mortality factors you have goats are
predated by brown bears, wolves, coyotes, black bears
and wolverines. Has anybody been watching this group
of animals for any length of time, other than noting
that there"s not lots of them around?

MS. OEHLERS: Yeah, that"s a good
question. You know we really have very little
information on this population, it"s remote, there"s
not a lot of, you know, people up there for any reason,
you know, we just get a few surveys in here and there
and note, you know, predators that we do see. You know
we have seen an occasional bear. 1 think we saw a
wolverine iIn one survey. Not really seeing a lot of
predators during those surveys and, you know, those are
generally in September/October so, you know, the rest
of the year we just really don"t have much information.

MR. LORRIGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
You should add eagles to this list because they"ve been
observed knocking kids off of cliffs in Sitka. So that
might be another thought.

MS. OEHLERS: Okay, good point, thank
you.
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MR. LORRIGAN: And any other large
raptors. 1 just saw a YouTube video of an eagle taking
down a deer so they"ll take animals larger than
themselves if they have the means to.

Thanks.
MS. OEHLERS: Okay, thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Lorrigan. Anyone else.

MS. PHILLIPS: Mr. Chair.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Patty.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Ms. Oehlers. On Page 140, Figure 2, it shows the
Yakutat harvest, well, it shows the total harvest and,
you know, It splits it up, but in 2000 I"m not showing
-— well, can you explain that to me, how between "98
and 2000 it shows -- are these bars for different years
on that table, or figure, and so Yakutat tends to take
a greater proportion of the harvest and so where are
they getting their goats from now, because it"s a good
-— It"s a traditional food to them; do you know that?

MS. OEHLERS: You"re wondering where
the -- what harvest is taking place now, outside of the
Nunatak Bench?

MS. PHILLIPS: Well, two questions
really.

MS. OEHLERS: Uh-huh.

MS. PHILLIPS: 1Is that in 2000 there
was no Yakutat harvest, or, you know.....

MS. OEHLERS: Right. So 1 believe the
last open season was in 2000 and then the season was
closed starting in 2001. Does that answer your
question?

MS. PHILLIPS: No.

MS. OEHLERS: Okay.

MS. PHILLIPS: So you have Figure
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MS. OEHLERS: Uh-huh.

MS. PHILLIPS: _.__.. you have that
little square that shows total harvest, Yakutat
residents, non-local, non-resident.

MS. OEHLERS: Right.

MS. PHILLIPS: So in 2000 I don"t see
any Yakutat harvest.

MS. OEHLERS: Right. I think there
jJust was not any harvest by Yakutat residents that
year. In previous years, you know, there was harvest
by Yakutat residents.

MS. PHILLIPS: Well, my point is it
looks like Yakutat gets a greater share of that
harvest?

MS. OEHLERS: Generally.

MS. PHILLIPS: So where are they going
now if they can"t hunt that area?

MS. OEHLERS: Right. So there"s other
areas in Yakutat. 1 don®"t know if -- I did have a -- 1
did have a map in here, 1711 have to check, there are
other areas besides the Nunatak Bench that are actually
more accessible where harvest can take place at this
point. Yeah, the map is on Page 134. And that mostly
shows the Nunatak Bench but if you would kind of look
south on that map, along the Nunatak Fjord, goes down
to -- there"s a large lake that"s accessible by boat,
that people can hunt from, and there®s other areas that
are, you know, more accessible by plane. So at this

MR. KESSLER: Page 21.

MS. OEHLERS: Okay. Or if you look at
Page 21 -- thank you, Steve, Page 21 will show more of
the entire area.

So, you know, for Unit 5, the Nunatak
Bench is a relatively small portion of, you know, of
the forelands area, so you can see from -- on Page 21,
from Nunatak Fjord, all the way down Russell Fjord is
accessible to Harlequin Lake and then on down to the
Dry Bay, Alsek River area, so there are -- you know
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there are populations that are still open, although we
are seeing some declines in those populations as well.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you.
Anyone else. Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Maybe 1 can just help shed
some light onto the discussion here.

I think the reason why we had real low,
you know, take of deer [sic] in the Nunatak Bench in
2000 or thereabouts, is because there was a sting that
took place there, you might have remembered 1 was
talking about that last year in Yakutat. And so these
individuals were illegally guiding for goat and you had
some Federal officers going there and that®"s where the
sting took place, so they were caught red-handed.

We had been worried about populations
in the Nunatak Bench even before that.

I think if you look at the chart on --
or that one that we were referring to earlier, where
did that go, oh, right on Page 140, you see way up,
there was, at one time, you know, the number of goats
observed in that particular area; it"s a real small
area, okay, and I remember when I was on the tribal
council, the Forest Service and the State and the tribe
always, you know, got together to talk about what they
wanted to do with that area, and as you can see, you
know, right after -- you know, in 2000, that population
began to really go down. 1 can"t remember -- I think
what they were -- and you weren"t there at the time,
but 1 do remember them saying that if they kept it
around 68 goats then it would be pretty healthy, but it
had gone down below that after that, and since then it
hasn®"t been able to rebuild.

So 1 thought that might be a, you know,
good source of information as we go through this
discussion.

Harlequin Lake is a good place to hunt.
It"s accessible by road then you just use a boat to go
up to the mountains. Some of my family members go
there. And then understand that that"s -- that
population is kind of in jeopardy at this time too, |
don"t know whether you would like me to elaborate on
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that, but there®s a lot of goat down in the Dry Bay
area. So that"s where they go.

And then if you remember last year
somebody came up, one of the local residents came up
and thought it would be a good idea if we -- this was
during the SERAC, or was it -- okay, to open up flying
to the area of Icy Bay, which is not allowable right
now, so they thought it would make it a lot easier, you
know, to get into the goats that way too. But that
particular area is really, really in jeopardy of losing
all of it"s population.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Adams, for sharing the local knowledge there.

Okay, anybody else have any questions
for Ms. Oehlers or comments.

Mr. Wright.

MR. WRIGHT: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 1
was looking at the chart, Figure 1, and it says two —-
I was looking at these years, like in 2009 you have
this one square that says 10, 11 or -- then you got
another one right on top of it, 30, so it says numbers
observed, so which one is it? That"s on Page 140.

MS. OEHLERS: Sure, that®"s a good
question. And what this is reflecting is on years that
we do -- we may do a number of surveys, a number of
replicate surveys in a given year. So for example in
2009 we did one survey, that was a little bit earlier
in the fall, where we only saw about a dozen goats, and
then we went out again like later in September/October
and we saw a higher number, and that can be reflective
of just sightability conditions. They may have been
lower down in the brush where we didn"t see them
earlier or there may have been some movement so, you
know, if possible we try and do several replicate
surveys in one season.

Does that make sense?
MR. WRIGHT: (Nods affirmatively)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you. Any
other comments or questions.

349



OCoO~NOOUITAWNPR

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Okay, thank
you, Ms. Oehlers.

MS. OEHLERS: Thank you.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Pappas.

MR. PAPPAS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Members of the Council. Our comments incorporated into
the record as it appears, Page 145, 1°11 summarize.

Closing this area under the Federal
regulations will have no impact on subsistence hunters
at this time. Although this area was once the most
sought after area to harvest goats for Federal
subsistence no goats have been taken since 2002 -- or
excuse me, since 2000 due to the Federal subsistence
closures enacted in concert with ADF&G closures. The
State of Alaska closed this area to goat hunting in
2003 by removing it from the legal hunting area under
registration permit RG170.

Adoption of this proposal will ensure
that no goats are taken in this hunt area, which is
necessary to allow this population of goats to rebound
to a level sufficient to support a huntable population.

Adoption of this proposal will
eliminate the annual requirement for the approval of a
wildlife special action by the Federal Subsistence
Board to close the hunt. And once the goat population
rebounds a proposal can be submitted to the Federal
Subsistence Board to reopen the Federal subsistence
hunt.

The Department supports this proposal.

And one other comment, through the
Chair, Jack, very good observation of the eagles. |
have met several of the mountain -- wildlife biologists
that have had tagging projects -- had to incorporate
protocols to protect from eagles because | understand
eagles probably really enjoy a dizzy sheep or goat on a
hillside after they®"ve been darted and collared. It"s
really easy pickings. And these biologists do not like
to have to climb down 10,000 feet to recover the
collar.
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So, thank you, Mr. Chair.

B R e R R R AR R AR R R R R e

STATE OFFICIAL WRITTEN COMMENTS
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Comments to the Regional Advisory Council

Wildlife Proposal WP10-15:

This proposal would close the federal
subsistence goat hunting season in that portion of Unit
5A between Hubbard Glacier and West Nunatak Glacier on
the north and east side of Nunatak Fjord.

Introduction:

The area described in this proposal is
known as Nunatak Bench in State of Alaska regulations.
Based on aerial survey data, the goat population in
this area began declining precipitously in about 2001.
An aerial survey conducted in 2000 enumerated 82 goats,
followed by 48 in 2001 and an average high count of 33
goats per year during 2005-2008. Reasons for the
decline are likely related in part to hunting, but
winter weather, predation, and disease may also have
contributed. Due to low numbers seen during aerial
surveys, the department closed this area to goat
hunting by Emergency Order in 2001 and 2002. The hunt
was closed under state regulations in 2002 and has
remained closed. Beginning in 2003, the department
omitted this area from the Unit 5 mountain goat State
registration permit (RG170). The department will keep
this area closed until the population rebounds to a
sustainable level.

Impact on Subsistence Users:

Closing this area under federal
regulations will have no impact on subsistence hunters
at this time. Although this area was once the most
sought after area to harvest goats for federal
subsistence, no goats have been taken since 2000 due to
federal subsistence season closures enacted in concert
with ADF&G closures.

Opportunity Provided by State:

The State of Alaska closed this area to
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goat hunting in 2003 by removing it from the legal
hunting area under registration permit RG170.

Conservation Issues:

Adoption of this proposal will ensure
that no goats are taken in this hunt area, which is
necessary to allow this population of goats to rebound
to a level sufficient to support a huntable population.

Other Comments:

Adoption of this proposal will
eliminate annual requirement for the approval of a
wildlife special action by the Federal Subsistence
Board to close this hunt. Once the goat population
rebounds, a proposal can be submitted to the Federal
Subsistence Board to reopen the federal subsistence
hunt.

Recommendation:
Support.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Lorrigan.

MR. LORRIGAN: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Yeah, 1"ve been paying attention to this for awhile.
And when they"re really small they can just wait for
them to get on a precarious point and then just hit
them and they can soar down and pick up what"s left.

Are there golden eagles in this area?
No, okay.

And then these surveys, are you guys
doing them in concert with each others, who"s doing the
surveys, State, or are both of you iIn the same plane or
are you taking different planes, or what?

Thanks.

MS. OEHLERS: Yeah, you know, we
generally collaborate with Fish and Game and we"ve, you
know, done both, kind of depending on, you know, who"s
able to provide funding for that year, and who"s
available if -- if we can. 1%ve done surveys in
concert with Neil or other biologists. We use similar
-- well, the same survey protocol so the results should
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be consistent, but we collaborate on those as we can.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Just a comment. If I were
an eagle, 1°d sure really enjoy a nice meal if it"s
available to me.

(Laughter)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Any other
questions.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you.
Are there any other Federal agencies.
(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Tribal agencies
-- oh, here we go, Park Service.

(Laughter)

MR. CASIPIT: Mr. Chair. Council
members. My name®"s Jim Capra, 1°m with the National
Park Service.

Part of the Nunatak Bench includes a
portion of Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and the
Park resource managers wanted me to make sure the
Council knew the Park Service concurs with the
evaluation, that in the long-term this will be in the
best interest of the subsistence users and the goat
population there because it will be reviewed every
three years and it"s not a closure that stands and
needs new legislation or rulemaking to be removed.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Capra. |Is there any questions.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, very
much.

Okay, 1 don"t know if we have any
tribal agencies that want to address this.
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(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Any written
public comments.

MR. LARSON: Mr. Chair. There are no
written public comments, nor are there comments from
ACs.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Larson. So we"re in deliberation.

Mr. Kitka.

MR. KITKA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. 1
was wondering what the Council, whether they would like
to table this until we could work on 227

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Any discussion.
Mr. Larson.

MR. LARSON: Mr. Chair. If it is the
Council®s will to delegate this authority to an in-
season manager which would -- it"s probably appropriate
to have that discussion now. The preliminary
conclusion for 22 is to make a modification that only
those authorities that are already in place would be
granted delegations by letter from the Board. So I
think the order is important, but it"s not critical,
you could do it either way.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Larson. Where does the Council want to go with this.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: While 1 appreciate what
Harvey has said, | think that we should go ahead and
address this proposal and 1 think, you know, maybe
somehow or another, you know, No. 22 will enter into
the picture somehow.

But I"m going to support it. | see
there is a grave conservation concern.

Even though it"s going to adversely
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affect, you know, subsistence and non-subsistence
users, there"s very few people who go up there and hunt
in that area because, you know, the smallness of the
area and so 1 really believe, you know, there"s enough
data here to support the closure of this hunt for now.
So I*m going to vote in favor of it, Mr. Chairman.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Adams.

Anyone else.
MS. PHILLIPS: Mr. Chair.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Ms. Phillips.

MS. PHILLIPS: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Due to the substantial evidence provided by the Staff
analysis, it is apparent that the goats in the area in
this proposal are in need of some conservation measures
to rebuild the goat populations.

The subsistence harvesters have other
areas they can go to during this closure to meet their
subsistence needs and uses.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Ms.
Phillips. So we"ve covered most of the four criteria.
We need to mention that the non-subsistence users, it
won"t affect them any differently.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: 1 think 1 addressed that in
my evaluations.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Okay, thank
you, Mr. Adams.

Any other comments.
MR. LORRIGAN: Question.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Question®"s been
called for. Proposal WP10-15, all those in favor

signify by saying aye.
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IN UNISON: Aye.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: All those
opposed, hay.

(No opposing votes)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: The aye®s have

1t.

Okay, the next proposal, WP10-16, moose
in Unit 5A.

MR. LORRIGAN: Mr. Chairman. 1 move to
adopt Proposal WP10-16 for consideration.

MR. KITKA: 1711 second.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: It"s been moved
and seconded. Thank you. Ms. Kenner.

MS. KENNER: Thank you, Mr. Chair.
Members of the Council. My name is Pippa Kenner and I
work for the Office of Subsistence Management and
beside me is Susan Oehlers with the Forest Service out
of Yakutat. The analysis for this proposal begins on
Page 146 of the meeting book, that®"s on Proposal WP10-
16.

The proposal was submitted by the
Southeast Alaska Council and requests that the harvest
limit for moose in Unit 5A be modified from one bull
per person to one bull per household. The Council is
requesting this action because it believes that it is
necessary to prevent waste of moose and to promote
sharing within the community of Yakutat. Concerns from
the community have been brought to the Council®s
attention that one household is harvesting more moose
that can be processed and preserved to prevent
spoilage. Residents of the community have observed
wasted moose meat. The requirement to salvage the meat
of ungulates, including moose, in Federal regulations
does not apply to this situation because the spoilage
occurred after the meat was removed from the field.

The majority of public lands in Unit 5A
are Federal public lands, 98 percent, and the majority
of State and private land in Unit 5A is located on the
portion of the forelands surrounding the community
locally referred to as the nine townships. Only the
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residents of Unit 5A have a customary and traditional
use determination for moose in Unit 5A, and Yakutat is
the only community in 5A.

This hunt is managed under a joint
State/Federal registration permit. The Federal
subsistence season opens October 8th and the State
season opens October 15th. The permit hunt area is
divided into two moose management zones. One zone
close to the community of Yakutat has better access by
road and boat than the other area so during the moose
hunt is more popular with subsistence hunters. This
area has been managed with a quota of 30 bull moose
since 1990 but in 2008 the quota was dropped to 20 and
in 2009 the quota was 25. With a population of over
800 people in Yakutat these 20 to 30 moose are very
important for subsistence.

The State and the Forest Service began
issuing the joint Federal/State registration permit for
all moose hunters in 5A during the 2004 season. For a
number of reasons described in the analysis at this
time it"s unlikely that the State of Alaska Board of
Game would adopt a regulation parallel to this one
limiting all State residents to only one bull per
household or one permit per household to harvest moose
in Unit 5A. So if this proposal is adopted a separate
Federal permit would probably be required because the
State harvest limit would remain one bull per person
and the Federal harvest limit would change to one bull
per household.

In this last part of the analysis 1"ve
tried to outline some specific consequences of making
this change, and they can be -- if you want I can go
through the specifics of how this type of hunt would be
administered, but for right now I*1l just talk about it
generally.

The proposed action would not
necessarily limit Yakutat residents to one bull per
household because they could choose to hunt under the
State season and would be very difficult to administer
and enforce. Responsible households could have only
one hunter in the field at a time or hunters iIn the
household would have to hunt together, otherwise they
would risk violating the regulation. |If this proposal
is adopted there would be no effect on non-Federally-
qualified hunters and they would continue to be allowed
to harvest one bull per person in Unit 5A except
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Nunatak Bench.

Additionally if imposing a one househo
-- if imposing a per household harvest limit on Yakutat
residents decreased the harvest of moose during the
early part of the season, more moose would be available
for non-Federally-qualified hunters. If this proposal
is not adopted the harvest limit in 5A except Nunatak
Bench would remain one bull per person with the joint
permit.

Reducing the harvest limit from one
bull per person to one bull per household is not
necessary to manage the moose population at this time
because there aren"t any conservation concerns and the
moose population is managed with a quota.

For these reasons the 0OSM preliminary
conclusion is to oppose Proposal WP10-16.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Ms.
Kenner. Any questions for Ms. Kenner.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you. Mr.
Pappas.

MR. PAPPAS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Our
comments for WP10-16, Page 155. A very thorough
analysis there so 1711 try to summarize.

Determining who lives in the same
household can be problematic for enforcement of this
proposal unless some administrative solution requires
listing all household members when acquiring a permit.
Also if more than one person per household can get a
permit there"s a chance that two people from the same
household taking a moose at the same time and, thereby,
taking one illegal moose. |If the permit is limited to
one per household all household members should be
listed on the permit and should be required to have the
permit -- to be in possession when harvesting moose.

This proposal could be difficult to
administer unless the proposal limits the number of
permits to one per house -- excuse me -- difficult to
administer unless the proposal limits the permits to
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one per household.

Another administrative option is to
limit the number of permits per household. The State
has discretionary authority to list this as a condition
of a permit.

Since this moose hunt is managed as a
jJjoint State/Federal registration permit, parallel
language is preferred.

IT adopted hunters could simply decide
to hunt under State regulations to avoid the
restrictions of this proposal.

The Department does oppose this
proposal.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

R R e R R AR R AR AR R R R R R AR R

STATE OFFICIAL WRITTEN COMMENTS

B T S o S o S S S R R S SRR SR SR R S R R R R

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Comments to the Regional Advisory Council

Wildlife Proposal WP10-16:

This proposal would limit the annual
moose harvest limit to one moose per household.

Introduction:

This proposal was submitted to address
a concern of Yakutat residents that a single family
harvests a disproportionate number of bull moose during
the Unit 5A moose hunt. This hunt is managed under a
joint State/Federal registration permit (RMO61). The
Federal subsistence season opens October 8, and the
State season opens October 15. The permit hunt area is
divided into two moose management zones. One zone
close to the community of Yakutat has better access by
road and boat than the other area, so during the moose
hunt, is more popular with subsistence hunters. This
area has been managed with a quota of 30 bull moose
since 1990, but in 2008 the quota was dropped to 20
and, in 2009, the quota was 25. With a population of
800+ people in Yakutat, these 20-30 moose are very
important for subsistence. During recent years, a
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single family took multiple moose and, in some cases,
5-6 of the allowable quota, leaving hunters for other
families with less opportunity.

Enforcement Issues:

Determining who lives in the same
household could be problematic for enforcement of this
proposal unless some administrative solution requires
listing all household members when acquiring a permit.
Also, if more than one person per household can get a
permit, there is the chance of two people from the same
household taking a moose at the same time and, thereby,
taking one illegal moose. If the permit is limited to
one per household, all household members should be
listed on the permit and should require the permit to
be in possession when harvesting moose.

Other Comments:

This proposal could be difficult to
administer unless the proposal limits the permits to
one per household. Another administrative option is to
limit the number of permits per household. The State
has discretionary authority to list this as a condition
of a permit. Since this moose hunt is managed as a
joint State/federal registration permit, parallel
language is preferred. If adopted, hunters could
simply decide to hunt under state regulations to avoid
the restrictions this proposal presents.

Recommendation:
Oppose.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Pappas. Questions.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Seeing none,
thank you, Mr. Pappas. [Is there any other Federal
agencies.

(No comments)

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Tribal.

(No comments)
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ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Any written
public comments. Mr. Larson.

MR. LARSON: Mr. Chair. There are no
written public comments, however, 1 would note that the
Wrangell-St. Elias Subsistence Resource Commission
deliberated this proposal and they are in opposition.
Their comments were that regulations shouldn®"t be
drafted because of issues with one person.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Larson.

No other reports, so 1 guess we"ll
enter into deliberation.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman. 1I1"m going to
have to oppose this proposal. We did, as Mr. Larson
jJust alluded to, go through this at our SRC meeting,
and it states the reason.

But I want to add, you know, some more
information that I think is pertinent.

This proposal actually originated from
an individual about an individual. And even though,
you know, there"s a lot of evidence that this had been
going on, that a family has been using their
children®s, you know, permits to hunt moose and low and
behold he was, you know, teaching his children how to
hunt moose and, you know, we don"t have any problem
with that. It was the -- it was the way the meat was
handled afterwards. And so this individual said, you
know, he was going to submit this proposal and here it
is right now.

We think, you know, that it should be
handled in another way, it, it could be handled in
another way. You know, enforcement, you know, 1 think
should play a real important part in it. 1 think
they"re aware of the complaints that have been coming
to them about this incident but, you know, actually
nothing has been done. So I think, you know, that"s
the way it really should be handled is on a local
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level.

As alluded in the analysis, you know,
there"s going to be some serious conflict between State
and Federal permits. The way it is right now you can
get a joint permit, joint Federal and State permit, and
the subsistence hunt opens on October 15th -- no, I™m
sorry, 18th -- 8th, and goes through the 15th, for one
whole week. It gives the subsistence hunters, you
know, an opportunity to get a jump start on getting
their moose before the statewide hunt begins. And so
they have a joint permit, you know. And if we"re going
to pass this resolution or accept this resolution -- or
this proposal, there would have to be two permits, you
know, and that"s going to cause a lot of conflict
between State and Federal regulations.

So for that, you know, 1 see no effect
on non-subsistence users.

There®s really no conservation concern
other than the fact that there might be some wanton
waste, but that"s very small.

And so for that reason, Mr. Chairman,
I"m going to vote no on this proposal.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Mr.
Adams. Any other -- Ms. Needham.

MS. NEEDHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
1, too, would oppose this proposal and 1°d like to
thank the Staff for putting together a very well
written recommendation that was supported by good
scientific evidence and making it clear to us that
there was not a conservation concern and that this
proposal was -- and it gave us good background
information in terms of what the harvest was and how it
would impact that, because it helps us go through these
four criteria. And 1 also believe that it doesn™t
restrict non-subsistence users as well.

So | would oppose the proposal for
those reasons.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you. 1
appreciate Mr. Adams®" comments from the perspective of
someone who lives there and 1 think that helps me a lot
make a decision.
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Anyone else.
MS. PHILLIPS: Mr. Chair.
ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Ms. Phillips.

MS. PHILLIPS: Mr. Chair. Thank you,
Councilman Adams.

(Laughter)

MS. PHILLIPS: 1 looked at your name
tag and I"m like oh.....

(Laughter)

MS. PHILLIPS: Okay. On reading this
proposal | had some questions about how do we address,
you know, what the proposal®s about. And I inquired
about a designated hunter harvest limit to one moose
per household or maybe coming up with a provision that
further defines wanton waste of moose and in this book,
this harvest of wildlife book, on Page 19, on
designated hunter, a special provision could be made
for Unit 5 -- unit specific regulations may preclude or
change the use of the designated hunter system or allow
the harvest of additional species by a designated
hunter and, you know, perhaps designated hunter permit
for that area specific may hunt no more than two
harvest tickets.

Either that or we firm up the wanton
waste provisions.

And, you know, I"11 go along with what
Mr. Adams has recommended, is to vote down the
proposal, but maybe we should be considering some other
options.

Thank you.

ACTING CHAIRMAN BANGS: Thank you, Ms.
Phillips. 1 guess we would have to draw up another
proposal or try to approach it from a different angle
as far as coming up with a regulation change. 1 think
that"s what -- so is there any other comments.

Mr. Adams.

MR. ADAMS: Mr. Chairman. | think --
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as | mentioned and I appreciate, you kn