Statement from Interior Spokesperson Blake Androff:

As a result of the government shutdown, the Department of the Interior was forced
to close all national parks across the country last week and furlough more than
20,000 National Park Service employees who ensure the safety of visitors and the
security of the resources.

Responding to the economic impacts that the park closures are having on many
communities and local businesses, Secretary Jewell will consider agreements with
Governors who indicate an interest and ability to fully fund National Park Service
personnel to re-open national parks in their states.

The Interior Department will begin conversations about how to proceed as
expeditiously as current limited resources allow. We continue to call on Congress
to act swiftly to enact appropriations for the entire government so that we can re-
open all 401 national parks for the American people.



