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Oil Spill Response Authorities
• National Contingency 

Plan (40 CFR 300)
– National Response System

• Clean Water Act/Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 
(amended CWA)

• CERCLA (Superfund)
• Emergency Planning and 

Community Right-to-
Know Act (amended 
CERCLA)

• Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act



Oil Spill Response Authorities
National Contingency 

Plan
• Established the National 

Response System
– NRT, RRTs, JRTs

• Requires notification for all 
spills and releases

• Established role of the Federal 
On-Scene Coordinator

• Established Unified Command
• Established national priorities 

for responding to a release
• Provides special consideration 

to Spills of National 
Significance (SONS)

National Response 
System

• Policy Direction for Planning, 
Preparedness and Response
– National Response Team (NRT)
– Regional Response Teams 

(RRTs)
– Joint Response Teams (JRTs)

• Response Operations
Lead: Federal On-Scene 

Coordinator
Structure: Incident Command/               

Unified Command
• National Incident Commander 

for Spills of National 
Significance (SONS)



OEPC Oil Spill Response
• NRT rep for DOI

– OEPC Director
• RRT/JRT reps for DOI 

– OEPC Regional 
Environmental Officers

• Resource Protection, 
Preparedness and 
Response Team
– staff support to OEPC 

Director on NRT 
Workgroups and 
Subcommittees

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Policy and Program DirectionNational Response Team – Willie Taylor Represents DOIPolicy and other input to the Incident CommandAs a Spill of National Significant (SONS) this response is lead by USCGOEPC’s Resource Protection, Preparedness and Response Team supports the Director on NRT assignmentsRegional Response Teams and Joint Response Teams – 8 REOs represent DOI on 13 RRTs and 2 JRTsProgrammatic and technical input to On Scene CoordinatorsPlanning, Preparedness and ResponseStrategic Operations National Incident CommandIs an interagency unit at Headquarters and may involve  up to 16 agenciesHandles national policy questions on the spill response and intergovernmental and Congressional information flowDWH: National Incident Commander = Admiral AllenTactical OperationsOn Scene CoordinatorRuns the Unified Area Command in Roberts, LAJoint Information Center (JIC) controls and disseminates public informationIncident Command PostsMMS, NPS, FWS report to on scene coordinatorsOEPC coordinates among the bureaus on environmental, compliance and operations issuessupports the response funding process by coordinating between DOI bureaus and the National Pollution Fund Center



OEPC Oil Spill Response: 
Roles & Responsibilities

• Notification
• Technical Support 

and Coordination
• Planning
• Preparedness
• Response
• Funding support to 

DOI bureaus and 
offices 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OEPC Role is established in the DM – Activities included: REOs and REAs support the Unified or Incident Command advise for the Department across areas of response, including: Tribal Consultation Section 106 compliance of the National Historic Preservation Act Endangered Species Act compliance Coordinating between Incident Command Posts on potential ESA and NHPA issues Shoreline cleanup operations on DOI lands, and off DOI lands where there is a DOI trust responsibility Cleanup endpoints (or how clean is clean?) Wildlife Operations PRFA management, including (1) reimbursement requests from the National Pollution Fund Center, (2) ceiling adjustments, (3) appropriate response activities under response Assisting Bureaus with topical issues, such as boat decontamination. Providing support to the National Incident Commander under a Spill of National Significance Also worked as DOI Representative to RRT. REOs coordinate DOI input and provide one consolidated response for DOI to the RRT on issues such as: Use of dispersants Evaluation of experimental response alternatives including bio-based sorbents Alternative response technologies for shoreline cleanupVessel Decontamination site selection OEPC Director – works with NRT on policy decisions and recommendations to top officials OEPC Resource Protection, Preparedness and Response Team Response Operations:  Staff support to the NIC – Interagency Solutions Group: beach cleanup protocols & technologies, non-traditional response projects, Flow Rate Technical Workgroup, PRFA questions, coordination with NRDA Policy questions: support to OEPC Director on NRT issues Support to REOs  PRFA management: work with Budget, Finance and Bureaus on reviewing and submitting requests for reimbursement to USCG 



OEPC: Major Oil Spill Responses

• Exxon Valdez            
(March 24, 1989)

• M/V Cosco Busan
(November 7, 2007)

• Deepwater Horizon 
(April 20, 2010)

• Enbridge Pipeline 
(July 26, 2010)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: 
After Action Reviews

• National Commission Report on 
the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill and Offshore Drilling

• BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill: 
Incident Specific Preparedness 
Review (ISPR)

• USCG Federal On-Scene 
Coordinator’s Report

• Deepwater Horizon 
Containment and Response: 
Harnessing Capabilities and 
Lessons Learned (BP)

• America’s Gulf Coast: A Long 
Term Recovery Plan after the 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 
(Mabus Report)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focus IssueI. Planning (Preparedness) & Plan Execution (Response) Area Committee Representation/InvolvementPriority Protection/Environmentally Sensitive AreasQuantification Worst Case Discharge (standard)Common Operating PictureImplementation of Oil Spill Contingency Plans during a Regional ResponseUse of Dispersants Use of In-Situ Burning II. OrganizationExternal CommunicationInfluence of Senior Agency LeadershipRole of the Secretary of DHS under HSPD-5Role of the National Incident Commander (NIC) Political DemandsIntegration of the National Response Framework (NRF) Characteristics and Qualification of an Effective Crisis leader Role of the National Response Team (NRT) and Regional Response Team (RRT)Unified Area Command (UAC), Incident Command Posts (ICP)III. Resource and ReadinessLong Term Sustainability (Personnel, Equipment, Resources); Identification, Tracking and Deployment of Qualified Personnel and EquipmentUse of Vessel of Opportunity (VOO) Program Cascading of Response ResourcesApplication of Lessons Learned from prior spill responses and exercise programs (NPREP/SONS)The report will contain findings and recommendations keyed to these focus issues. Analysis and discussions based on info obtained by interviewing key participants in the oil spill response.Recommendations may include suggested legislative changes, identify issues to be examined more closely, and actual reforms for preparedness and response planning, organization, and operations.The ISPR report will be completed in early December and submitted to the Commandant of the USCG and to the National Commission on the BP DWH Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling.  The latter will draw selected recommendations from the ISPR report and attach the entire ISPR report in its appendices.



Questions?

David Behler, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance (OEPC) 
Resource Protection, Preparedness and Response Team

202-208-4305; David_Behler@ios.doi.gov

mailto:David_Behler@ios.doi.gov�
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