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Park City, Utah 

 Silver Creek is the water supply for 7,500 people 
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Silver Creek Watershed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For those of you who don’t know, Park City is in the North Central Mountain of Utah, with headwaters in the Wasatch Front.Silver Creek is the water supply for the 7500 people living in Park City.



Silver Creek Watershed 

Area - 20,200 acres 
 3A cold water fishery  
Historic Mining 1875-

1967  
16 million tons of ore 
10 mills operating along 

banks 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mining in the Park City area began around 1869.Land uses are quite varied throughout the watershed. High mountain areas are used for a varietyof recreational and grazing purposes. There are several ski resorts and golf courses, as well asnumerous agricultural land uses. Portions of the watershed are undergoing extensive growthfrom residential and commercial development. 



Silver Creek Watershed 

 1984 EPA attempted NPL Listing of Empire Canyon 
 1986 EPA abandoned listing efforts 
 1988/1993 Richardson Flats proposed for listing 
 1998 Silver Creek listed on CWA 303(d) List 
 1998 Six Mining Sites CERCLIS Listed  
 1999 EPA and Stakeholders “Collaborative Watershed 

Investigation” 
 2003 EPA Non-Time Critical Removal  
 2005 Richardson Flats ROD  

 (PRP Voluntary Actions) 



  BACKGROUND 
 
 1998 CERCLIS Listed 

Sites 
Empire Canyon   
Prospector Square  
Silver Maple Claims  
Richardson Flats 
Lower Silver Creek 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map depicts the potential mine related sources in the Silver Creek Watershed.  Silver Creek flow from its headwaters through park city and down to the Weber River.In the early 80s Prospector Square (a housing development built on tailings) was proposed for NPL listing.  There was significant resistance from the local community and EPA abandoned the site in 1986BY 1998 there were 6 CERCLIS listed sites in the basin related to miningRichardson Flats was being proposed for NPL listingThe were 5 additional sites to be evaluatedUTDWQ had 10 years of monitoring data  and had identified Silver Creek as impaired for cadmium and zinc



Richardson Flat 

1-1/2 miles northeast of Park City, Utah.  
160 acres  
Tailings dam impoundment used for mill 

tailings 
Onsite diversion ditch discharges into wetlands  
    then Silver Creek 
Contaminated surface, groundwater and soils 

 
 



Richardson Flat 
    Remedial Program 
Voluntary AOCs 

RI/FS 
ROD (2005) 
RD/RA 

 Repository 
 Tailings                      

consolidation 
 Diversion Ditch 
 NRDA claim 

 



Integrated Watershed Approach 
 http://www.epa.gov/superfund/resources/pdfs/cross-program.pdf  

  Cross-programmatic approach to 
assessment and cleanup 
 Combining Limited Resources 

 Information 
 People 
Dollars 

 Silver Creek Watershed 
 CERCLIS, NPL “Alternative” Site 
 Impaired surface water 
 Forward Thinking PRP - UPCM 
 Local authority 

 

 



EPA Project Objectives 
 Coordination in assessment criteria across agencies (Site Assessment, 

RI, NRDA) 
 Biological information exchange between UAA, Risk Assessment 

and NRDA efforts can benefit all programs. 
 NCP requires that EPA notify and coordinate with Trustees throughout 

the Superfund process 
 EPA guidance encourages NRDA activities to occur concurrently with 

CERCLA or OPA response actions 
 Attempts should be made to coordinate the remediation activities with 

the restoration goals. 
 Identifying proposed restoration and redevelopment tasks during the 

RI/FS stage can allow for synchronization of NRDA restoration 
activities and remedial tasks. 
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