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DOI Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and Restoration 

 The mission of the Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and Restoration Program is to restore 
natural resources injured as a result of oil spills 
or hazardous substance releases into the 
environment.  In partnership with other affected 
State, Tribal, and Federal trustee agencies, damage 
assessments provide the basis for determining the 
restoration needs that address the public’s loss and 
use of these resources. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kudos to all for Gulf spill efforts to date and to all who managed to keep the Program, the cases and the restoration going….quote figures and statsWe are looking at how the Department reacted to NRDAR challenges  caused by the  Gulf Spill and identify areas we need to enhance or modify
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Program Growth and History 
 
 Origins in the Fish and Wildlife Service 
 Establish and Organize Departmental Program 
 Strengthen Trustee Collaboration and 

Partnerships 
 Shift to Restoration Focus 
 Emphasize Departmental Priorities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
10 years ago – just measured money, not acres Where we should, not just where we canRestoration Support Unit in DenverRestoration Ecologist – USGS ColumbiaBureau emphasis



Deepwater Horizon - April 20, 2010 
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Resource Accomplishments 

 Habitat acquisition and restoration on 
Federal, State, Tribal, and private lands 

 Re-introduction of endangered species and 
restoration of endangered species habitat 

 Migratory Bird nesting site restorations 
 Fish passage and fishery restoration 
 Conservation Partnerships with numerous 

NGOs  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
2010 – big increases despite Gulf68,834 Acres377 Stream/shoreline milesProtect and restore habitat for threatened and endangered species such as freshwater mussels, whooping cranes, and Karner blue butterflies;Restore nesting sites for migratory birds including bald eagles, waterfowl, seabirds, and shorebirds; Restore public access to trails, rivers, shorelines and other habitats for recreational enjoyment;Restore passage for anadromous fish such as salmon in the West and herring and shad  in the Northeast; and Acquire and restore lands with high-value habitat for addition to the National Wildlife Refuge System.



Secretary’s Priorities and NRDAR 
  America’s Great Outdoors 

 Land Acquisition – Direct and Indirect, Leveraging 
 Great Ecosystems – California Bay-Delta, Gulf Coast, 

Chesapeake Bay, Great Lakes, Everglades 
 Stewardship – DOI lands, Tribal resources 
 Landscape Level Conservation – Habitats, Open 

space, Historic/Cultural 

 Youth in the Outdoors   
 Volunteers 
 Environmental Education 

 Empowering Indian Nations 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Matrix analysis – Secretary’s priorities arrayed against all existing settlements with $$ in NRDAR Fund(Palmerton, PA; Grand Calumet, IN; Lavaca Bay, TX)Stewardship includes historic and cultural landscapesSec Priorities also include Energy and Water Development; and Sound Science FoundationJobs, Jobs, Jobs – America’s Great Outdoors quotes multiplier of “Restoration Economy”



March 30, 2011 

Focus on Restoration 

  Funds Disbursed For Restoration 
 
 1992 – 2000  $21 million on-the-ground 
 2001 – 2005  $76 million on-the-ground 
 2006 – 2009  $124 million on-the-ground 
 2010    $30 million on-the-ground 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Founding – 2000; 9 years  Avg. $2.5 million/year2001 – 2005; 5 years Avg. $15 million/year2006 – 2010; 5 years Avg. $30 million/year	
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Program Outlook 
 

 Continue Focus on Restoration and Collaborative 
Approach 
 

 Continue Focus of Assessment and Restoration on 
Secretary’s Priorities – especially America’s Great 
Outdoors 

 
 Continue to Strengthen Co-Trustee Partnerships 
 States 
 Tribes 
 Federal Agencies 

 
 Conduct Biennial Review and Technical Workshops to 

Inform New Policies and Guidance 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OMB Questions on Unobligated BalancesTo the extent that we will need your help to meet the challenges of the future we MIGHT be able to help because we find ourselves , at this point, with an influx of cashFuture AssessmentsAdjust Program decision criteria to prioritize funding to new sites that will address Secretary’s prioritiesOngoing AssessmentsProvide policy guidance to focus on Secretary’s priorities when developing restoration alternatives for claim development and when deciding whether to restore, replace or acquire habitat Speed Up Current and Future RestorationsAssist cases with restoration planning and NEPADevelop regional restoration plansIdentify internal and external partnerships
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NRDAR is Restoration 

http://restoration.doi.gov/ 
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