Competitive Sourcing Team Meeting Minutes

March 16, 2006
Attendees:  Donna Kalvels – DOI, CCSE; Dan Ertel – CCSE; Marlo Allen-CCSE; Kathy Garrity-FWS; Marcia Cash-FWS; Michael Wright-OSM; Mike Schwartz-FWS; Kathie Libby-BLM; Tom Steger-BLM; Roberta Richardson-NBC; Debbie Kolen-FWS-HR; Michael Fansler-OST; VIA PHONE: Connie Rough-USGS; Lori Barbee-Quasars, Inc; Jacque Medina-BOR; David Brown-BIA; Jake Lee-FWS

Discussion Points:

· Update on Green Plan/Green Status

· OMB has approved the ’06 plan. After this approval, Bureaus do not have the prerogative to make changes; they need to go through the CS Office (with a very good reason) to make changes.
· Green status in jeopardy (inventory going well, most studies are going well, some Bureaus not participating) As a result, we might go back to Yellow in progress.
· Roll-out of ’06 CS Plan

· Union letters have been signed, we are waiting for signatures on Congressional notification and the All-Employees letter.
· Request for ’06 Conditional VSIP/VERA approval

· Please forward lists ASAP if you haven’t already done so.  If you didn’t get all of your’05 studies on the last conditional approval-you should include on this one.
· Inventory issues including:

· Coding of E120-Natural Resources FTE
· We will be looking closely at the Justifications for large numbers.
· Coding of GPRA/PART/Performance Plan FTE-Discussion of Title 5 USC 306(e) and Title 31 USC 1115(e) and 1116(f) language.
· US Code says they are “Inherently Governmental” but that doesn’t mean that contractors cannot help with analysis and other non-decisional functions.
· Coding of Public Affairs-discussion of Title 5 USC 3107
· The people that do the press releases can be coded Commercial, Reason code “F”.  

· Paying others (outside Government) for publicity HAS to be appropriated by Congress.

· People with Disabilities 
· USGS is doing a study that includes some disabled individuals.  Any person hired as “Schedule A” appointment should be coded as “Commercial A”.

· The only agency that has put something in writing regarding this is the Department of Labor.  We are considering drafting similar policy.

· 3rd Quarter competitions-Everyone is planning on announcing their competitions per ’06 Green Plan.

· Fire FTE-OMB says that Fire Fighters and Hotshot crews should be coded Commercial “B”-this might change our ’06 inventory.  We are holding discussions with Forest Service and OMB.
· APRIL 25th is the deadline for interested parties to challenge the 2005 Inventory.  Don’t forget to send us a copy of any challenges received by a Bureau.  On appeals, change name from Scott Cameron to Paul Hoffman.
