
Colorado River Interim Guidelines (multi-state)  
The Colorado River provides water for more than 23 million people and two million 
acres of irrigated land in the southwestern United States and northern Mexico.  In the 
midst of the worst drought in over a century, a huge collaborative effort involving the 
Colorado River Basin states, Mexico, numerous Federal, state and local agencies, tribes, 
nongovernmental groups and private citizens resulted in the December 2007 adoption of 
new, interim operational guidelines for managing the Colorado River.  The agreement 
secured a future of cooperation in the Colorado River Basin for the next two decades. 
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