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Understanding the…

Skyline
Environment
Landscape 
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The Skyline



Steep Rise in Federal Grants
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$$$ #Programs FY08    FY09 FY08    FY09 
Department of Agriculture …………………………………..   28.4        32.0
Department of Commerce .....................................    0.4 1.3
Department of Education ....................................... 40.8 47.8
Department of Energy .............................................    *           0.8
Department of Health and Human Services ..... 267.2     337.9 
Department of Homeland Security…………………………….   8.9      11.0    
Department of Housing and Urban Development ......... 38.4      39.6 
Department of the Interior .................................   4.9       5.0
Department of Justice ...............................................  3.8       5.9  
Department of Labor .................................................  7.2      10.2  
Department of Transportation .................................... 51.2      62.7
Department of the Treasury .......................................   1.9       3.9
Department of Veterans Affairs ................................. 0.7       0.8
Environmental Protection Agency ................................ 3.9       3.9
Other agencies .........................................................    3.8       5.0

Total ...................................................................$461.3B  $567.8B

*less than $50 million

Federal Grant Outlays to State & Local GovernmentsFederal Grant Outlays to State & Local Governments
(in billions of dollars)(in billions of dollars)

2009 US BUDGET (OUTLAYS):    $4 TRILLION
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Distribution of Federal Grants
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Distribution of Federal Recovery 
Funds – By category

2009 Recovery Act - $787 BILLION
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The Environment
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The President’s Memo

THE WHITE HOUSE

****************************************************************************
January 21, 2009

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES
SUBJECT: Transparency and Open Government

My Administration is committed to creating an unprecedented  level of openness in 
Government…

Government should be transparent…
Government should be participatory…
Government should be collaborative…
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Laws, Policy, and Guidance

IPIA
2002

OMB A-123
SAS 112

A-133
Single Audits

GAO
PL 110-47

Grantee Integrity

Recovery Act

PL 106-107
Grants.gov

FFATA
PL 106-282

Award Terms
and 

Conditions

GRANTS

?

? ?
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Recovery Act --- Summary

Lots of financial assistance, contracts and tax 
relief
Speed in initiating activities and spending
US Jobs creation/retention
Accountability & Transparency

Recovery.gov (announcements, agreements, 
program managers, governors, mayors) 
Recovery Board, GAO, Inspectors Generals, 
whistleblowers
Reporting on use of funds
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Recovery Act --- Summary
Targeted efforts in: 

Clean, Efficient, American Energy
Transforming our Economy with Science and 
Technology 
Modernizing Roads, Bridges, Transit and Waterways
Education for the 21st Century
Tax Cuts to Make Work Pay and Create Jobs
Lowering Healthcare Costs 
Helping Workers Hurt by the Economy 
Saving Public Sector Jobs and Protect
Vital Services
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Recovery Act --- Summary

OMB, White House and agency guidance covering 
various general provisions such as…
Buy American
Wage Rate Requirements
Accounting for and Reporting on use of funds
Administrative Costs
Use of funds restrictions
Competition
NEPA
More to come…



Recovery Act– Interior*

$1B $320M $500M $280M $750M $140M
water 
infrastructure

remediate 
abandoned  
mines 

replace, 
upgrade 
Indian 
schools 

improve 
energy 
efficiency, 
renewable 
use at 
refuges

preserve, 
protect 
national 
icons, 
historic 
landscapes

improve 
USGS 
labs and 
facilities

meeting 
future water 
supply 
needs

increased 
access to 
public 
lands

better 
learning 
environm
ent

“greener”
facilities

preserve 
natural and 
cultural 
resources

energy 
efficiency 

* partial list of activities and goals under  Recovery Act 

http://recovery.gov/
http://recovery.doi.gov/bor/
http://recovery.doi.gov/blm/
http://recovery.doi.gov/bia/
http://recovery.doi.gov/fws/
http://recovery.doi.gov/nps/
http://recovery.doi.gov/usgs/
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Federal Funding Accountability 
and Transparency Act of 2006

Public Law 109-282 
Single searchable website
Accessible to public
USAspending.gov
Key deadlines

January 1, 2008 – federal award data
January 1, 2009 – subcontractor & subgrant data

(Implementation pending)
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Section 872 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Pub. L. 110-417)

establish Governmentwide data system to contain 
specified information related to the integrity and 
performance of certain entities awarded Federal 
grants and contracts; and
use of the information by Federal officials making 
awards
prior to making a decision to award a grant or 
cooperative agreement to an entity, the Federal 
agency official authorized to make the award would 
be required to determine whether the entity is 
qualified to receive an award, taking into 
consideration any information about the entity
that is in the data system
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The Landscape
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Federal Grants Streamlining 
Initiative/PL 106-107

Accomplishments
Projects Underway
Renewal of PL 106-107? (S.303 –
FFAMIA of 2009)
The Future Landscape
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Accomplishments

www.gpc.gov
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Accomplishments

max.omb.gov (https://max.omb.gov/community/x/HgDp)
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Projects Underway (abridged)

Federal Grants Management Competency Model and 
Certification Training
Relocation of common rule and A-110 requirements 
to 2 CFR
Information management initiatives 
Single audit improvements…
National Single Audit Sampling Project
Final Report Issued June 2007
http://www.ignet.gov/pande/audit/NatSamProjRptFINAL2.pdf

http://www.ignet.gov/pande/audit/NatSamProjRptFINAL2.pdf
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Notice posted 
on Grants.gov
In April 2009
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Renewal of PL 106-107? 
S.303 if passed would:

repeal 2007 termination date of the Federal Financial 
Assistance Management Improvement Act, PL 106-107 (thus 
extending it indefinitely);

require OMB to submit a strategic plan to Congress;
require the head of each Federal agency, unless 

exempted by the Act, to develop an implementation plan;
require the OMB Director to establish and maintain a 

public website that provides information on grant 
opportunities and allows organizations to apply for, track, 
and manage their grants online;

require OMB to report biennially to Congress on the 
implementation of FFAMIA; and

require the head of the Federal agency to submit to the 
OMB Director a biennial progress report.



24

The Path Forward
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