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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTAN DING

BETWEEN THE

TN

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
- NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
: | AND :

: oy THE CONSORTIUM FOR CARIBBEAN MARINE STUDIES

L. INTRODUCTION

WHEREAS . The coral reef and other marine ecosystamy Qf_:the United States Virgin lslands (USVI)
are 2 major visitor attraction to the US VI smd, therefora, the heatth and future of such ecosystems are
inextricably. fnked to the heslth and future of the USVI aoonomy; and
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WHEREAS ~ - The cogal reef and other marine ecosystems Dfﬂm USVI are significaatly degrading and,
therefore, are in critical need’ uf 1mth ‘and understanding tg guide firture management decisions; and-
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WHEREAS  The Lhnvmdy ofNuxﬂz Carolma gt Wi_lmm,gtnp (UNCW), the University.of the Virgin
Islands (UVD), Rutgers, the State University of New Jetsey (RU), and the University of South Carolina
(USC), which together constitute the Consoftium for Caribboa- Marke Studies (CCMS), have formed a
joint institate, herein referced to as'the Joint tostituto for Caribbean Marime Studies. (JICMS), to develop
and foster collaborative eﬂ‘cm;s in suppost of mare sc:maa:md adnr.atmnmthe USVI and adjacént
Tegions;
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THEREFORE: ~ Provisions are hanby made:fheough this Measorsdum of Undersiaading NOU) for
the pasticipation in the activities of JICMS by the Department of the Intetior (DOI) and the Nitional -
Oceanic-and Atmospberic Administration (NOAA), Department of Commaerce.
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Ii. PURPOSE

e T,

4 The purpose of this MOU is to provide 2 framework for doveloping partncrships and cooperation to 2id
¢, snd promotethe understanding ofthe marine environment, inchadimg coral reef ecosystams, and to -

: promote marine education and publm awareness, and to assist in the development of agproprate pubhc
policy within the Caribhean regian.

I, COMMITMENT OF PARTIES °

To further the ohjectives of this MOU, all parties will pmv:da support n accordance with the provisions
] set forth in section VI, Specificaily:

E:' a. to foster collabortive research programs o undersiand and sustamb!y mrenage the coral reef
ecosysterns of the Caribbean; : .
b.  to provide suppost for merine educational programs for UsVI school ¢hildren and aduks,

¢. to foster coopersticn with other govemment, mtesnational andpnvate organizations to better
understand prarine issaes im the Caribbean; and

f." d. 1o enrichthe leasning experiences and oppornities for UVI and other wmiversity students.
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V. JICMS ADMINISTRATION
The JICMS will be administered as follows:
Board of Directors

TICMS will have a Board of Directors (BOD) consisting of up to three non-voting members from DOJ
and NOAA and up to two members each from the CCMS universities (UNCW, UV], USC and RU).
Members of the BOD will be appointed within twae months af the signimg of this MOU. The initial Chair
will be one of the two representatives from UNCW, after which the Chair will be rotated nmongthe four
wwemtms The Chair's term will be limited to two years.

Adminstrative Office
Administration of JICMS will be the responsibility of, and will be housed at, UNCW.
Directar

Within six meuths-of the mgning of this MQU, the BOD will appoint a dlrwtor who will be a full4ime
employee of JICMS. The director will be responsible for all aspects of the successful opaxatics of
JICMS, includimg the day-to-day operations, funding, scientific and educational programs and safety of
entployess and visitors. .

V. PACILITIES-

The JICMS will establish a marme research and educehional facility within the USV], mchuding research
labocxtones, claxsrooms, lecture hall, teachiog anquariom, boats and diving equipment, distance leaming
ouipmment, and housing for students, ‘scientizta and visitors.

V1. FUNDING

It will be the responaibility of JICMS and its director to obtain capital acd operatiag funds. Funds to st
up and operats JICMS will be obtzined within six momnths of the signing of this MOU, Participation by
the DOJ and NOAA will be subject to the availability of appropriated funds for that parpose. DOI and
NOAA will'also pursue funding for congtruction of the marine research 'and education laboratory through
appropriato private sertor partyerships under the Yaws 20d regulations governing such parmerships for
each respective agency,

VII. FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS

This MOU does net constituto a financial camntitment on the part of any of the parties. Finanial support
will be covered in s€parate agrecments betwomn tho parties, and is subject to ordinary budgetary smd
administrative procedures of the respective organizations. Any tansfer of funds coming fiom DOl and
NOAA must be accomplished through a granr, cooperative agrecment, interagency transfer, purchase
order, or contract, as appropriats.

V. TERMS OF THE MOU

This MOU is effectivs as of the date of signature by all parties znd will comtinue in force wmtil
termination. The MOU may be terminated by any party upon written notice to the other party or parties.
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IX. MODJFICATIONS OF THE MOU

Proposals to modify the terms of the MOU may be initiated m writing by any of the parties and are
subject to approval by each of the parties. Othet research and service themes roay be introduced ar any
- time by agreament of all parties.
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: X. RESPONSIBILITIES.

g Each pasty agrees that it will be rosponsible for its own acts and the rexults thereof and shall noz be
bt tesponsible for the acts of the other partios. The Goverument's lisbility shall be govemad by the

i provisions of the cheral Tort Claims Agt, U.S.C. 2671-30 {1076).
" Agreed to by: ) .

'E“ Secrétary, Department of the Interior z

, Mﬁn § /é < : Date
% Under Secretary for Ocglos and A:’.mnsphere

- Depatment of Corunorce

B 's e )

ya P ME'M Date

llor, University of NMorth Cirolma
at Wilmington

President, University of the Virgin Islands
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“uuwaﬁQnr.?}TJHL/'. Date
President, Univfeity of South Carolina
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esident, Rungers University
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