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February 19, 2015

The Honorable Esther P. Kia’aina
Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Insular Affairs
U. S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW-Room 3152
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Assistant Secretary Kia'aina,

Thank you for the opportunity to propose agenda items for discussion at the upcoming meeting of the Interagency Group on Insular Areas (IGIA) and Territorial Governors.  We have identified the following issues, each of critical importance to economic development, safety and fiscal independence of the United Sates Virgin Islands.  Thank you for including them on your agenda.

Tax Issues
1. The federal government’s willingness to provide technical and financial assistance while we re-examine our tax code and the effectiveness of our current tax structure.
1. Rockefeller Amendment
Infrastructure
	3.	Budget assistance to rebuild the territory’s infrastructure 
	4.	Educational funding to reconstruct and renovate our aging schools
	5.	Strategies developed with the Delegate to Congress and all of Congress for the largest share of Highway Transportation funds for road construction in the territory (we were substantially cut in FHWA funds)
Homeland Security
	6.	Proposed Special Visa Program
	7.	Customs and Border Protection 
	8.	Expansion of the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative 
	9.	A suggested collaboration between our local Bureau of Corrections and the Federal Bureau of Prisons for technical training and management support.
	10.	Homeland Security, and the need to gain federal assistance for the human trafficking, Gun crimes, and drug trafficking
Healthcare
	11.	Affordable Healthcare Act-Health Insurance Exchange participation
	12.	Governor Juan F Luis Hospital; CMS status and infrastructural needs



Agriculture & Fisheries
	13.  Expansion of our current agricultural program and reopening our fishing grounds to sustainability.  
Global Warming and Energy Initiatives 
	14.  Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority has expanded to a tri-fuel system to reduce emissions.

I have attached a Memorandum that provides background information on the aforementioned issues.

Thank you for your and the IGIA’s consideration of the extremely critical issues.

Sincerely,


Kenneth E. Mapp
Governor
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