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APPENDI X C. CODES OF ETHI CS

Numer ous prof essional organi zati ons have adopted codes of ethics
to guide the work of their nenbers. Such codes are usefu
references and serve to protect both individuals and institutions
when there are allegations of unethical behavior. The Code of

Et hics and Standards of Practice of the Arerican Institute for
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Wrks (Al C) provides

gui dance to conservators in the ethical practice of conservation
Prof essi onal associates and fellows of AIC agree to abide by this
code. However, Departnental policy extends the application of

t hese principles and procedures to all conservation treatnents,
regardl ess of a practitioner's professional status or
affiliations. The Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice (A
and A Code of Ethics for Archivists (B) are reproduced here.

O her useful codes are available fromthe American Associ ation of
Museuns. (C)

A. AMERI CAN | NSTI TUTE FOR CONSERVATI ON CODE OF ETHI CS AND
STANDARDS OF PRACTI CE FOR CONSERVATORS

Wth the permssion of the American Institute of
Conservation, a copy of the Code of Ethics for Conservators
Is included in this section. Mich of the material in this
Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice is discussed in
Chapt er 10.

Part One - Code of Ethics consists of statenments of basic
principles. There are "obligations to historic and artistic
wor ks", as well as responsibilities in professional
relationships with other people.

The list of "obligations" begins by stating the follow ng
fundanental principle: "Al professional actions of the
conservator are governed by unswerving respect for the
esthetic, historic and physical integrity of the object.”

The conservator should attenpt to find and use techni ques and
materials that | eave objects intact and unconprom sed as nuch
as possible, and preserve the features that characterize them
as esthetic, historic, or scientific objects. The other
"obligations" follow fromthis principle. The "single
standard", for exanple, states that treatnent shoul d al ways
be "consistent with the conservator's respect for the
integrity of the objects", regardless of the value of the
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obj ects, the nunber being treated, or the extent of treatnent
that is appropriate in the circunstances.

Part Two - Standards of Practice outlines appropriate
procedures for carrying out scientific analytical studies of
obj ects and for docunenting, exam nation and treatnent,

I ncluding what is required in contractual relationships.
Safety concerns, for both conservators and objects, are also
cover ed.
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B. SOCIETY OF AMERI CAN ARCHI VI STS CODE OF ETHI CS FOR
ARCHI VI STS

A Code of Ethics for Archivists has been prepared by the

Soci ety of Anerican Archivists (SAA). A copy of this code of
ethics is reprinted in this appendi x by perm ssion of the
Soci ety of American Archivists.

Soci ety of American Archivists
A CODE OF ETHI CS FOR ARCHI VI STS

Archivists select, preserve, and nmake avail able records and
papers that have lasting value to the organi zation or public
that the archivist serves. Archivists performtheir
responsibilities in accordance with statutory authorization
or institutional policy. They subscribe to a code of ethics
based on sound archival principles and pronote institutional
and professional observance of these ethical and archival

st andar ds.

Archivists arrange transfers of records and acquire papers in
accordance with their institutions' purposes and resources.
They do not conpete for acquisitions when conpetition would
endanger the integrity or safety of records and papers; they
cooperate to ensure the preservation of these materials in
repositories where they will be adequately processed and
effectively utilized.

Archivists negotiating with transferring officials or owners
of papers seek fair decisions based on full consideration of
authority to transfer, donate, or sell; financial
arrangenents and benefits; copyright; plans for processing;
and, conditions of access. Archivists discourage
unreasonabl e restrictions on access or use, but may accept as
a condition of acquisition clearly stated restrictions of
limted duration and may occasi onally suggest such
restrictions to protect privacy. Archivists observe
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faithfully all agreenents nade at the tinme of transfer or
acqui sition.

Archivists apprai se records and papers with inparti al

j udgnent based on t horough know edge of their institutions
adm ni strative requirenents or acquisitions policies. They
arrange records and papers selected for retention in
conformty with sound archival principles and as rapidly as
their resources permt. Archivists protect the integrity of
records and papers in their custody, guarding them agai nst
def acenent, alteration, theft, and physical damage, and
ensure that their evidentiary value is not inpaired in the
archival work of restoration, arrangenent, and use. They
cooperate with other archivists and | aw enforcenent agencies
I n the apprehensi on and prosecution of thieves.

Archivists respect the privacy of individuals who created or
are the subjects of records and papers, especially those who
had no voice in the disposition of the materials. They
neither revel nor profit frominformation gained through work
with restricted hol di ngs.

Archivists answer courteously and with a spirit of

hel pful ness all reasonable inquiries about their holdings,
and encourage use of themto the greatest extent conpatible
with institutional policies, preservation of holdings, |egal
consi derations, individual rights, donor agreenents, and
judicious use of archival resources. They explain pertinent
restrictions to potential users, and apply themequitably.

Archi vi sts endeavor to informusers of parallel research by
others using the sane materials, and, if the individuals
concerned agree, supply each name to the other party.

Archivists may use their institutions' hol dings for personal
research and publication if such practices are approved by
their enployers and are nade known to others using the sane
hol di ngs. Archivists nmay review and conment on the works of
others in their fields, including works based on research in
their own institutions. Archivists who collect nanuscripts
personal |y shoul d not conpete for acquisitions within their
own repositories, should informtheir enployers of their
collecting activities, and should preserve conplete records
of personal acquisitions.

Rel ease Dat e: C 15

New



Museum Property Handbook
(411 DM Vol une 1)
Appendi x C

Archivists avoid irresponsible criticismof other archivists
or institutions and address conpl ai nts about professional or
et hical conduct to the individual or institution concerned,
or to a professional archival organization.

Archivists share knowl edge and experience wi th other
archivists through professional activities and assist the
prof essional growh of others with | ess training or

experi ence.

Archivists work for the best interests of their institutions
and their profession and endeavor to reconcile any conflicts
by encouragi ng adherence to archival standards and ethics.

C. AVERI CAN ASSQOCI ATI ON OF MJUSEUMS

The AAM code of ethics for curators, for exanple,
establ i shes standards for appropriate curatorial behavior
and identifies critical, frequently controversial issues
such as acquisition and disposal, appraisals, personal

col l ecting, buying and selling, field collecting,
ownership of scholarly materials, and the broader area of
conflict of interest. A reprint of this code is
avai l abl e fromthe Anerican Association of Miseuns. |t
shoul d be revi ewed periodically, and kept close at hand
for ready reference.

A Professional Code of Ethics Museum News Reprint Package
I's avail able fromthe Anerican Association of Miseuns for
$15 ($12.50 for AAM nenbers; order nunber LHL750;
quantity discounts are available). Its articles include
codes of ethics for curators, conservators, registrars,
and nuseum stores. Send orders to: American Associ ation
of Museuns, 1575 Eye St. N.W Suite 400, Washington, D.C.
20005. Orders may al so be placed by phone (voice: 202-
289-9127 [credit card orders only]; fax: 202-289-6578
[credit card or institutional purchase order]). The AAM
Federal ID # is 53-020-5889. Prices and availability are
subj ect to change w thout notice.
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