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Rules ard Pegalations for the Organization
of the Indian Trites of Oklahoma under section 3
of the Oklahoma Welrare Act (Pub. No. 816-74th Congress)
As Approved by the Secretary of the Interior,

Section 3 of tke Oklahoma Welfare Act (Pub. No. 816-74th Congress)
provides in part as Inllows:

Uiny recegnized tribe or band of Indians residing in Okla-
hera shall have the right to organize for its common welfare and
to adont a constitution and bylaws, under such rules and regula-
tions as the Secretary of the Interior may prescride. The Sec-
retary of the Interior may issue to any such srganized growp a
charter of incerporation, vhich shall become operative when rati-
Tfied by a majority vocte of the adult members cof the organization
voting: Provided, however, Thai such election shall be void unless
the total vete cast be at least 3C per centum of those entitled %o
vote, Such charier may convey to the incorporated group, in adai-
ticn to any powers which may properly be vested in a body cor-
porate unier the laws of the State cf Oklazhoma, the right to par-
ticipate in the revelving credit fund and to enjoy any other rights
or privileges secured to an organized Indian trite under the Act
of June 18, 1934, (48 Stat. 284): Provided, That the corporate
furds of any such chartered group may be deposited in any national
banz within the State of Oklahoma or otherwise invested, utilized,
or disbursecd in accordance with the iterms of the corporate charter."

1. Zke i)epa::tmcnt will cccperate with and offer its advice and
assistance to any authorized tribal council or representative commi viee
cf a tribe of Indians residing in Oklahoma in the drafting of a consti-
tution, by-laws, and charter. Said comstitution, by-laws, and charter
may be drafted si!nult;anecusly, in order that the respective provisions
thercof may be hamoniously adjusted to one anotixer, and the crganizaticn

of the tribe boc treatcd as one process. This precedure may be followed

in view of the fact that under the Oklahoma Welfars Act.most of the pow-

ers which the tride may oxcreisc are to be set forth in the charter,
rathor thar in the consti tution and by-laws, as ic the case under the In-
dien Reorganization Act. The constitution, including the by-laws, ang

the charter, however, will be votod on in two separate elections, No
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tribe may receive a charter of incorporation antil it is organized under
an approved consti tution and br-laws.

2, An election on the adcption of a, constitution and by-laws, or
charfer, will b.c called by the Secretary of the Interior upon requc:\&_
by the tribzl council or any authorized repres'entative comnittee, or
upon a petition s.igned vy at least one-third of the adult members of the
trive wnere such a council or committee d.oes‘ not exist, or fails to re-

quest such election, The Secretary of the Interior will call an elec-

tion, however, only after the sutmission of said constitution and by-lavs,

or charter, and approval thereof by him.” Consti tution and by-laws, and
charter, will be effective when ratified by a majority vote of the adult
members of the tribe voting in an election in which at least 30 per cent
of those eligidble to vote cast their ballots.

2. - The following rales shall determlne the eligibility of voters

ijn any election on a constitution and by—law's., or charter, for a tribe

of Indians residing in Oklzhoma:

" (a) Any menber of the tribe shall be entltled to vote, regardless

of resicence.

(b) Descendants of members, although mot enrolled as merbers of
the tribe chall be entitled to vote, if recognized as members of
the tribde, Any pnrson omitted from the tribal rolls, throug,h ac-

cident or mistale, shall likewise b€ entltled to vote, if recog-

-

nized as a member of the tride, or trrl'be..{

*(Explanatory note: The purpose of this section is merely to providce a
voting roll and determine who is enti tled to vote, It does not in any

way authorize rewovals from ox addi tions to the official Pribel Rolls.

- o~ Williom Zimmerman, Jr., Ascistant Commi ssioner of Indian A.ffa.irs.)

2
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(c) Yo person not a member of the iribe shall be entitled to vote,
(d) Mo person who has abandoned his tribal rfiembership shall be en-
titled to voté, cven thouzh he may be enrolled as a_member. The
right of any such person to vote snall be determined by the election
board as provided in section 7 of these regulations,

(e) TYom-resident members may vote by absentee ballot, A ballot
will be sent upon request to eg.ch such member in sufficient time

to permit him to executc and retwrn same on or before the date of

the election. Tne ballot must be sworn to before .a rotary public,

or other official authorized %o administer oaths, and must be re-
turned 'in a sealed'cnvelope maried on f.he’ outcide -- Non-resident

Ballot. Proper records siall be kept of 211 such ballots sent out,

to wl;orn mailed, date of mailing, addresses of the voters, and of

all such ballots returaned, trom whom'received, and time of receipt.
ibsentes ballots shall not be counted until all other ballots are
counted and no ballét received after the pclls have closed shall
be counted,

4, Yo person shall be entitled to vote in any election on the
adoption of a proposed corstitution and by-laws unless he has reached
the age oY 21 yecars. |

. 5. There shall be an Election Board consisting of the Superintend-
ent having jurisdiction over the tribo and representatives of an author-
1zed council or cormittee of the Indians, whose duty it chall be to con-

duct the election, and to enforce and exocute thecse rules and regulations.
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6, The E}ection Board tchall compile & list of voters, which shall
be posted at the azency office and at various othe? public places con-
venient'to-the voters, at least 10 days prior_to the election. Copies
of such lists arranged according to voting districts, shall also be
made, for tae purpose of checking off each name as his or her ballot is
cast, ard ol determininz, in the event of any quegtion; the right of any
indivicual to vote, Each district shall be supplied with a list of those
voters vho will cast taeir ballot within that district.

7. The Ilecticn Zoard shall determine any claim &z to the right of
any person not listed tc vote, as well as any challenge to the right to
vote of aﬁy'person who is listed, and the findings of such 3oard shall be
final., The Zlection Board shall fix a date, not less than five days be-
fors the-election, at which time all complaints will be heard and passed
wpon.

8. MNot less than twenty (20), nor more than sixty (60), days’ notice
shall be giver of the calling of an election, unless a shorter notice is
requesied by those authorized to request an election under Section 1 of
these rules and regulafions. Where an election is called upon less than
20 days! notice the time allowed absentee voters for the return of absentee
ballots shall be extended ﬁeyond the date of balloting so as to afford
such-absentee voters a sufficient opportunity to register their vote;.

9. Posiers in the Erglish, Indian or cther appropriate languages in
the discretion of the Superintendent, shall be distriduted amoxng the In-

dians, notifying them of the election, and chall be posted at the agency
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>
office and at various other appropriate public places. Absentee members

shall pe notified by circular of the caliing of the election, and shall
receive instructions as to the proper manner of voting therein,

10. Official ballots for the election will be furnished by the
Comaissioner of Indian Affairs, These ballots chould be counted on re-
ceipt thereof and should be carefully guarded at all times.

11, Himeograched copies of the proposed.constitution and by-laws
shall bevdistfibuted to every eligible voter requesting same prior to the
electiion. 'i , . -

12. Voting districts shall be delimited throughout the reservation
or nation by the Election Board. A polling place shall be désignated for
each district, the choice of wﬁiéh shall be based upon the needs and
convenience of the Indians., 1In all cases, unless there are strong
reasons t; the contrary, the regular voting places vhere eleciicns are
usually held shall be the polling places for the election. Places
where state and county electionms, in which the Indians participate, are
usually held, may be chosen as polling places for the election. Where
possidle, voting equipment should be borrowed from the local authorities.

13. The polls shall remain open frgm 8:00 A.M, to 6:00 P.M,, un-
less different hours are agreed to in advance, and the Indians are
_notified taereof.

14, The Zlection Board shall appoint a judege, clerk, and teller
for each district. The duties of these officials shall be to see that

the nome of each person voting is on the approved list, that his name

5.
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is checked off as his ballot is cast, and tact the ballot is individually
executed. It shall be the further duty of these officials at the close
of the polls to count the ballots, return them to tke boxes, lock and.
mark the boxes, and on the evening of %he election day turn over the
certified election returns of the district,.thé ballot boxes, a list of
those voting, and all anused dbaliots, to the -Superintendent. Throughout
the voting the ballot boxes shéll pe kept locked, and after the voting
ghall be opened only long enougn to ﬁermit the counting of the votes.

15. Interpréters may be provided t&uexplain the execution of the
b2llot to such Indians as R&y need ins@rﬁction. Assistance may be Pro-
vided for trose unable to execute their own ballots,vbut all necessary
preczutions shz1l be taken to iﬂsure that the voter is not jnfluenced in
casting his ballot.

16, There shall be no electioneering wifhin 200 feet of the voting
place while the polls are open.

i7. The Election Board shall canvass the returns from the various
voting districts, and shall certify the result of the clection to the
Office of Indian Affairs. The result of the election ghall be posted
at the agency office and at other public places for the information of
the Indians. A telegraphic report should be made to the Indian COffice
immediately after the result of the election is determined. Ballots and
other election materials should be kept by the Superinténdcnt and should
be placed under lock and key for one year in the evcnf of any protest

or order for recount.
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.18q Elecfions on the adOptioﬁ of amendments to an approved consti—'
tution ond b;—laws shall be called as provided in said constitution and
by-laws, and shall be conducted in the minner prescribed in these rules
and fegulations, except where modified in said constitution and by-laws
as to voting districts, eligibility of voters, and the manner of holding

elections.

19, Elections on the ratification of a charter of incorporation
jssued to any orgcuized tribe by the Secretary of the Interior, pursuvant
to section 3 of the Oklahoma Welfare Act, shall be conducted in the manner

prescriced in these rules and regulations.

Aporoval recommended: December 14, 1936.
(Sgd) Willian Zimmerman, Jr.,

Acting Cormissioner of Indian Affairs.

o

Aporoved: December 18, 1936.

(Sgd) Harold L. Ickes,

Secretary of the Interior.



