Pre-Solicitation Sources Sought Announcement regarding future competition

under 

GSA Federal Supply Schedules  

Financial and Business Solutions (FABS) (520) and Mission Oriented Business Integrated Services (MOBIS) (874)

Consulting Services SIN (874-1)

This Pre-Solicitation Source Sought Announcement is being issued by the Department of the Interior (Interior), National Business Center, Acquisition Services Directorate (AQD) for the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians, U.S. Department of the Interior. 

This pre-solicitation sources sought announcement is for the purpose of collecting the contact information for any potential Native Owned Business sources that are interested in a possible subcontracting and/or teaming opportunity in the near future and are capable of performing the work described in the attached high-level overview.  
Contact Information is being requested from Native Owned Businesses only.
The Government requests that you please provide via email your company’s name, address, phone number, and the name of your primary point of contact only.

The contact information for any potential subcontractors/teaming partners obtained from this announcement will be included in the forthcoming Request for Quote (RFQ) to be solicited on GSA e-Buy in approximately two (2) weeks.  The submission of a contractor’s contact information does not guarantee a subcontracting/team arrangement with a GSA Schedule vendor.  The Government will not participate or facilitate in the formation of any subcontracting/teaming arrangements between GSA Schedule vendors and non-Schedule contractors.  All communications regarding such arrangements must be between GSA Schedule vendors and non-Schedule contractors only.   

Contact Information Due:  All contact information shall be in electronic format, and emailed to the contracting office.   All contact information shall be received by no later than November 2, 2012, 12:00 pm, Eastern Standard Time to Shannon_Gulley@nbc.gov, Sarah_Dolen@nbc.gov and Anita_Tolliver@nbc.gov.  

This pre-solicitation sources sought announcement is issued solely for information purposes and does not constitute a solicitation or obligation on the part of the Government.  Neither unsolicited proposals nor any other kind of offers will be considered in response to this announcement.  No reimbursement will be made for any costs associated with providing information in response to this announcement.  

OVERVIEW OF GOVERNMENT’S FUTURE REQUIREMENT

Background

The proper management and administration of the Individual Indian Money (''IIM") accounts and trust assets (collectively the "trust administration system") are among the Department of the Interior's most significant fiduciary duties. Interior's current management of the trust administration system involves a number of bureaus and offices, including the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Office of Natural Resource Revenue, the Office of Hearing and Appeals, the Office of the Assistant Secretary-Indian Affairs, the National Business Center, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians. 
· Under federal law, Interior is responsible for managing Indian Trust land and resources, on behalf of Tribes and Individual Indians, totaling approximately 56 million surface acres, 57 million acres of subsurface acres (commonly referred to as mineral estates).  In addition, Interior is responsible for managing approximately 384,000 Individual Indian Money (IIM) accounts and about 2,900 tribal accounts (for more than 250 federally recognized tribes).  Assets held in trust for the benefit of Indian tribes and individuals include land and all natural resources associated with land including renewable and non-renewable resources.  Examples of renewable and non-renewable trust assets can include water, timber, oil, gas, and a variety of other mineral resources. 

· Interior manages approximately $4.0 billion in trust funds derived from income generated from trust lands and judgments related to land and water.  Trust income is generated from a variety of activities on trust lands including more than 109,000 leases on the lands.  For fiscal year 2011, funds from leases, use permits, land sales, and income from financial assets, totaling about $400 million, were collected and distributed to about 384,000 open IIM accounts.  In fiscal year 2011, about $609 million was collected for the approximately 2,900 tribal accounts. 

· There are currently 156,596 individual Indian land allotments, and one of the major challenges facing Interior with regard to these allotments is the increasing fractionalization of land ownership.  To date, there are now over 4.7 million fractionated interests.

Interior’s trust administration system involves a variety of procedures and has been the subject of complaints regarding, among other things its responsiveness and customer service. The complex nature of the trust administration system and the complaints raised by some individual beneficiaries raise concerns.
To address these issues, Interior requires a thorough and comprehensive evaluation of the existing management and administration of its trust administration system to support a reasoned and factually based set of options for potential management improvements. It also requires a review of the manner in which Interior audits the management of the trust administration system, including the possible need for audits of the management of trust assets.  
The comprehensive evaluation will assist the Secretarial Commission on Indian Trust Administration and Reform, to fulfill its duties in part, to review the comprehensive evaluation and make recommendations to the Secretary to improve the Interior’s management and administration of the trust administration system, including whether any legislative or regulatory changes are necessary to permanently implement such improvements, the need for and scope of audits on the effectiveness of such management reforms, and whether or not the Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians should be terminated pursuant to the provisions of the American Indian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 1994.
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