SCOTT WALKER

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR P.O. Box 7863
STATE OF WISCONSIN MADISON, W1 53707

September 27, 2012

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C, 20240

The Honorable Daniel M. Ashe
Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar and Director Ashe:

We are writing to express our concerns with the allocation of duck stamp revenue. For
more than two decades, Wisconsin has been a proud member of the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan, working in close coordination with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), other states, private groups, and non-profit groups to acquire
and manage quality waterfowl habitat. These restored wetlands have increased waterfowl
production across North America, improved water quality in adjoining lakes and streams,
and provided acres of recreational activities for Wisconsin’s outdoor sports enthusiasts.
Wisconsin hunters are major contributors to the acquisition of waterfowl] production areas
and wetland restoration projects through their purchase of duck stamps. However, the
recent proposal to change the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund (MBCF) allocations
will eliminate all Federal duck stamp funding for Wisconsin and impede the State’s
restoration efforts. Under the new proposal, a disproportionate amount of duck stamp
dollars will be diverted to the Dakotas, without regard to duck stamp revenue percentages
of the losing partner states. In addition, USFWS has not yet publicized its plan for
allocating the new revenue from the proposed duck stamp increase. Although we
certainly acknowledge the importance of the Prairie Pothole Region, shifting the entire
duck stamp allocation to North and South Dakota will only harm waterfowl production in
Wisconsin, and states like it.

We are also concerned that this decision was made unilaterally without input from the
partners that USFWS has depended on to carry out its mission for the past 20 years.
When the Migratory Bird Commission approved the redirection of Federal duck stamp
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revenues toward the Prairie Pothole Region of the United States, we do not believe it was
the intent of the Commission to direct all the funds to the limited area of North and South
Dakota. Instead, that decision appears to have been made by USFWS officials, using
undisclosed criteria and without any communication to or input from the states or other
partners.

States are an important partner in the protection and restoration of wetlands. When
states are not consulted on important decisions that affect their ability to implement state-
federal programs, our trust in the Federal government’s commitment to that partnership is
shaken. The recent decision on the redirection of Federal duck stamp revenues does
more than impact habitat. In recent years, Wisconsin has consistently ranked either
second or third in total waterfowl hunters among all fifty states. In Wisconsin, the sport
brings in more than $52 million a year from 80,000 licensed hunters and we have more
than a half million breeding ducks each year. Without its fair share of Federal duck
stamp funds to help maintain and expand Wisconsin’s wetlands, it will be difficult for the
State to continue to preserve wetlands and keep them open for recreational activity.

We respectfully request that USFWS take steps to consult with the states on this
important funding decision, re-evaluate the MBCF reallocation, and keep all states in
mind as the new revenue for the duck stamp increase is allocated. We look forward to
working with you on resolving this important issue Please do not hesitate to contact us if
we can provide additional information.

Singgsely,

L Ly

Scoft Walker Cathy Stepp
Goflernor of Wisconsin Secretary, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

cC. Members of the Wisconsin Congressional Delegation
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Secretary Ben Brancel



























SCOTT WALKER

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR P.O. Box 7863
STATE OF WISCONSIN MADISON, WI 53707

April 15,2011

Honorable Kenneth Salazar
U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar;

On behalf of the citizens of the State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources Secretary Cathy
Stepp and I applaud the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for the much anticipated announcement
to remove gray wolves in the Western Great Lakes area — which includes Minnesota, Michigan and
Wisconsin — from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife.

This important decision will finally untie our hands so we can start rebuilding public confidence in the
state and federal efforts toward wolf conservation and wildlife management.

We have long maintained wolves have recovered in this area and no longer require the protection of the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Indeed, wolves were down-listed on the state list to “threatened” in 1999,
and removed from the state Threatened and Endangered Species list in 2004. Federal delisting affirms that
wolves in the Western Great Lakes area have exceeded recovery goals and continue to thrive. In fact,
wolf numbers total more than 4,000 animals in the three core recovery states.

Wisconsin’s 2011 wolf count is currently being tabulated, and we expect the count to reflect yet another
new population record for the state. The number of wolves is already more than double our established
population goal. The only U.S. states with more wolves than Wisconsin are Alaska and Minnesota. A
recent Wisconsin Wildlife Federation petition signed by 36,739 residents suggests, the public had grown
weary of delays and widely endorses delisting.

We believe transferring management of wolves to the state will allow better control of the population,
especially problem animals, and will provide needed protections for livestock and pet owners.

The public expects us to manage wolves at a reasonable and sustainable level, and we are committed to
doing that. Wolves are a symbol of the wild and an indicator of quality habitat. We are eager to assume
our proper role in management of this important species. It’s been a long time in coming. We thank the
Fish and Wildlife Service for its work on this issue, for its decision, and for its confidence is state
management.

Sincerely,

Scott Walker
Governor
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