








United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, Georgia 30345

AUG 1 3 201

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/R4/RF/Area 111/057914

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your letter to Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell dated July 22, 2014, regarding the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) management of Lake Mattamuskeet, which is the
centerpiece of Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) in Hyde County, North Carolina.

I have been asked to respond on her behalf.

The Refuge was established to provide habitat for migratory birds and is a popular destination for
birdwatchers, hunters and anglers. As currently managed, the shallowness of the lake promotes
growth of vast acres of wetland plants that attract large numbers of wintering waterfowl. As an
example, our January 2014 survey documented 350,000 waterfowl utilizing the lake.

In the past, the Service heard concerns from local, state, and national stakeholders regarding lake
water levels. Their interests included the protection of migratory bird populations, opportunities to
enjoy fish and wildlife, flooding of private lands, farming and maintenance of drainage rights, and
support for recreational fisheries and recreational boating access. The Service is continually
reviewing best management strategies to address these interests.

Recently, the Service received a request from the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission
(Commission) to hold higher water levels in the lake. The ability to control water on Lake
Mattamuskeet is a complex issue with the Service’s legal responsibility defined by several Federal
District Court, Eastern District of North Carolina rulings in 1934 and 1986. The Service is willing to
consider any new information that would help address any biological or legal concerns and support
adjacent landowner drainage rights.

To gather needed data, Refuge staff will continue coordination with both Federal and State technical
specialists. Together they will, in an expedited manner, develop research projects, conduct
monitoring, recommend management strategies to address current lake water quantity and quality
issues, and try to answer the recommendations better. These efforts will help produce a long-term
Lake Mattamuskeet Management Plan. This plan will include management strategies and actions
that support the Refuge’s biological and public use priorities and objectives as defined in the Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP). As new information becomes available from ongoing
monitoring and research projects, the CCP’s management objectives will be reviewed and updated,
as appropriate, and include a thorough review of the biological and legal implications. Any objective
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or management strategy outside of those identified within the CCP must go through a public review
and comment process.

The Service is working in close collaboration with Commission staff on their recommendations and
in partnership on the following fishery and enhancement efforts to provide recreational opportunities

on the Refuge:

Construction of a new boat ramp and parking area to access Rose Bay Canal.
Rehabilitation of the boat ramp and parking area on the west side of the lake.
Construction of a new Fishing Trail around Mattamuskeet Lodge.

Herbicide and mechanical treatment to reduce Phragmites on the Lake Road to
increase shoreline-fishing areas.

Construction of a new Rose Bay Water Control Structure to prevent saltwater
intrusion into the western side of the lake.

Canal maintenance dredging to improve fishery habitat and boating access to the lake
from the Central Canal Boat Ramp.

Renovation of the existing fishing bridge across from the Visitor Center, which has
become a very popular fishing and crabbing location for the public.

Opening one third of the lake on the west side to fishing before March 1 if waterfowl
are largely gone.

Reviewing the potential for our National Fish Hatchery System to contribute fish for
stocking the lake.

Increasing public safety and outreach efforts with a new law enforcement position.

Monitoring of water quality and quantity through the U.S. Geological Survey.

The Refuge will continue to solicit input from local and area stakeholders to gain feedback relative to
their concerns about Lake Mattamuskeet and to keep the public informed regarding the management
direction of the Refuge. We appreciate your interest in the management of Lake Mattamuskeet. If
you have questions or concerns, please contact me at (404) 679-4000, or David Viker, Regional
Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System, at (404) 679-7152.

,\
Sincerely yours, R

A oY CJod >

Cynthia K. Dohner
Regional Director















Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
August 3, 2012

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of Interior

U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Given the continued necessity to have full transparency as to how tax dolars are used by the federal
government., we respectfully request that you answer the following questions with regard to how your
department allocates performance awards' to federal employees. Please provide us with the award
data for the last 5 full fiscal vears (FY2007-FY2011). For each fiscal year. please provide:

a. A listing of all performance award programs by office or departmental agency. For each
office or departmental agency, please detail the type of and qualifications for receiving
performance awards each fiscal year, including any agency or office-wide sponsored award
programs,

b. Please provide a list of all individual awards provided to employees at the discretion of the
agency. Please include the number of awards granted under each program. the percentage of
employees receiving awards, and average amount of each award

c. Foreach performance award program or individual award. please provide the process or
method by which employees were evaluated and the percentage of emplovees receiving cach
level or metric used to evaluate employees™ performance for cach fiscal vear.

d. The amount of money spent in total and as a percentage of payroll spent per fiscal year, on
performance awards to department emplovees.

e. Please describe any performance award minimums or caps that the department follows
pursuant to collective bargaining agreements or department memoranda. Please provide us
with copies of all current department memoranda outlining procedures and guidelines for the
management of pcrformance awards.

Please provide this information in hard copy and electronic and searchable format to Fric Leath with
Senator Burr and Dan Lips with Senator Coburn. If you have any questions pleasc contact Eric Leath
(Burr) a1 202.224.2294 or Dan Lips (Coburn) at 202.224.9248. We look forward 1o your response no
later than August 31. 2012,

Sincerely.
Richard Burr Tom Coburn. M.D.
LLS. Senator LI.S. Senator

| - . - .
Performance awards include any monetars payment. hourh award. or step increase provided to an
agency emplosee by the agency and above the employee’s annual salary or annual leave.
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senator

217 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Burr:

Thank you for your August 3, 2012 letter to Secretary Salazar requesting information
regarding how the Department of the Interior (DOI) allocated performance awards for
fiscal; years 2007-2011. I have been asked to reply to your request. This is an interim

reply.

'The DO is in the process of gathering data relating to your query. We anticipate being
able to compile and provide requested information by October 15, 2012.

If you or your staff has questions in the interim, you may contact Mr, Darrell Hoffiman,
Director Workforce Management or Mr. Nicholas Chomycia, Human Resources
Specialist. Mr. Hoffman can be reached at (202) 208-6754 or via email at

Darrell R_Hoffman@ios.doi.gov and Mr. Chomycia at (202) 208-6107 or via e-mail at
Nicholas_Chomycia@ios.doi.gov.

Sincerely,

%Lﬂo/ ubbgg‘jﬁ—"
Rhea Suh
Assistant Secretary — Policy Management and Budget








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20510

April 4, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary
U.S. Department of Interior

1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On January 31, 2011, we wrote jointly to urge you to work with the Office of
Management and Budget to ensure that final regulations governing Off-Road Vehicle
(ORV) use on Cape Hatteras National Seashore will maximize public access to the extent
permissible under the law. The impacts of these regulations will be felt throughout the
local economy, and we remain concerned that the ongoing rulemaking process does not
reflect the input of local residents and businesses.

With this in mind, we write to share with you the attached correspondence, and to urge
you to meet with representatives of the local community to discuss these potential
impacts.

Should you or your staff need any further information, please contact Margaret Brooks in
Senator Burr’s office, Joshua Bowlen in Congressman Jones’s office, and Perrin Cooke
in Senator Hagan's office.

Thank you,
(Y
Richard Burr Kay R. Hagan
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
Na L lj ¢
12 WalterB JOnes
emEen,o@(_?pngress



American Sportfishing Association
Cape Hatteras Anglers Club
Dare County Board of Commissioners
North Carolina Beach Buggy Association
Outer Banks Preservation Association
Red Drum Tackle Shop

April 4, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

As government and community leaders residing in and around Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Recreational Area, we are requesting a meeting with you regarding our concerns with the
process to develop an off-road vehicle (ORV) management plan for the seashore. While we
strongly believe resource protection measures for the wildlife in the seashore are necessary,
the ongoing process to develop the management plan has resulted in a proposal that unduly
burdens visitors, local residents and economy, with potential precedent setting implications for
public access to public lands. An opportunity to discuss our concerns would be greatly
appreciated.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Recreation Area is a premier location along the east coast for
many recreational activities, including surf fishing, kite boarding, kayaking, and bird watching,
attracting visitors from across the country and supporting much of the local economy. Many of
these activities require use of off-road vehicles to access areas of the seashore.

Visitors, residents and businesses in and around Cape Hatteras, North Carolina have been
working with the National Park Service on an off-road vehicle management plan since the
1970s, with the most activity occurring over the past five years, including a Negotiated
Rulemaking Committee process to assist in development of a fair and reasonable management
plan. Unfortunately, the communities now understand that the process was used as a means in
which to draft overly-restrictive management measures that will severely impair the visitor
experience and cripple a local economy that depends on tourism and reasonable access. This
outcome is reflected in the December 20, 2010 Final Environmental Impact Statement issued by
the National Park Service, which includes a preferred alternative that is the most restrictive
management option to date.

Mr. Secretary, please be assured that the communities understand and fully support the
importance of healthy natural resources within in the seashore. It is not our intent to skirt those
legal and moral responsibilities. Our desire is for the Department of the Interior to fully
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understand the contribution local communities make to neighboring national parks and in the
case of Cape Hatteras National Seashore Recreational Area the importance of striking a better
balance between resource protection and reasonable public access to public lands and
resources.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate the full suite of challenges you
currently face and we do not make this request lightly but the Hatteras community is facing
economic challenges, and the visiting public is facing recreational access challenges that need
the immediate attention of your office.

Sincerely,

John Couch, President Bob Eakes, Owner

Outer Banks Preservation Association Red Drum Tackle Shop

Larry Hardham, President David loyner, President

Cape Hatteras Anglers Club North Carolina Beach Buggy Association
Warren Judge, Chairman Gordon Robertson, Vice President

Dare County Board of Commissioners American Sportfishing Association
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 2. 2011

The Honorable Steven Chu
Secretary of Energy

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Strect, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Sccrctary Chu and Secretary Salazar.

I am concerned by the recent announcement that the Department of Energy’s Solar Decathlon
will not be held on the National Mall in 2011 or any future year. This sudden change in location
may have a negative impact on the event.

Students from around the country, including Appalachian State University in my state, have
worked tirelessly to prepare their projects for this particular venue. With only eight months left
in this eighteen month competition, this sudden decision will cost these teams time, effort and
money.

The National Mall is the only sensible venue to host the Solar Decathlon. The first four
successful events were held on the Mall from 2002-2009 and the event grew in popularity each
year. As a tourist attraction, it has provided the perfect venue for thousands to learn about solar

energy and energy efficiency.

I respectfully request that you reconsider this sudden change and allow the Solar Decathlon to
remain on the National Mall.

Thank vou for your consideration.

Sincerely.

< \ paminie | 22 GOE8EN

United States Senator e



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON
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The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Burr:
Thank you for your letter regarding the location of the Department of Energy’s Solar Decathlon.

On February 23, 2011, Secretary Steven Chu and I announced that this year’s Decathlon will be
held at the National Mall’s West Potomac Park. This location is in close proximity to a number
of popular attractions and will provide an excellent stage to highlight clean energy solutions. It
will also allow the National Park Service to do what is best for the long term health of the
National Mall, America’s “Front Yard,” as it strives to make it one of the best parks in the
Nation.

Solar energy is a key component of President Obama’s vision for a new energy future and the
Solar Decathlon is important to realizing that future. I am pleased that we have been able to find

a strong alternate location for the Solar Decathlon and I am looking forward to a successful
event.

I hope you will enjoy visiting the solar homes on display during the event and support your local
university students in their quest to develop homes that are attractive, easy to live in, affordable,
and highly energy-efficient.

Thank you for interest in this important event.

Sincerely,

[er, Selugn

Ken Salazar

Enclosure
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PLEASE NOTE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged and counfidential. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipient or if you have received this facsimile message in error, please notifv us
immediately by telephone and return the original facsimile to us by U.S. Mail. Any dissemination,
distribution or copy of this facsimile is strictly prohibited.

If you have trouble receiving this fax, please call (910) 251-1058
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February 16, 2011

Mr. Chnstopher Mansour

Congressional & Legislative Affairs

U. S. Department of Interior

Room 6256

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, District of Columbia 20240-0002

Dear Mr. Mansour:

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have received from my cnnstiruent_
concerning the status of his request for the release of a mineral nights claim
on his land. Tbelieve that you will find this lerter to be self-explanatory.

[ would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.

I am grateful for any assistancc you may be able to provide in this matter.

Sincerely,
Richard Burr
United States Senator
RBew
Enclosure
,’
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Date fleceived: 9/21/2009 2:00:28 PM
Topic/Subject
Desc: _asework

Hello, have a long threac of emails detailing my request for the Federal Government to release a 3/4
miner il rights claim to land | and my family own in a deed dated 1945.The state FSA officials have
deterinined that they do not have the authority to release these claims even though they are they have
inheri ed the programs of the agency who drafted the 1945 quit-claim.If you will provide an email
addre s | will be glad to forward the thread to you for review to see if you can assist me in abtaining a
releasz from the Federal Government.| will be glad to sign whatever paperwork ycu need to be able to
assist n this.

Regarils,
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United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3308
1202) 224-3154 FAX: (202) 228-2981

A g RS

7-08 ~/0

Mr. Randall Gore

State Director

USDA Rural Development
4405 Bland Road, Suite 260
Raleigh, North Carolina 27609

Dear Mr. Gore:

spondence I have received trom my constizucnt.-
oncerning a quit-claim deed on his family farm. Ibelieve

that you will find this letter to be self-explanatory.

1 would appreciate it if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.

[ am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.

Sincerely,

NS

Richard Burr
United States Senator

RB :'gé//‘
~

Fnclosure
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= Rocky Mount Office
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Recky Mowat, NC 27
Phone (2352) U7 7-25101
Fax 1252) 87772017

Lol Frec (377) 703-2087
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PLEASE NOTE: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity 1o which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipiept or if you have received this ﬁcvm;& age in error, please notify us
immediately by telephoné ‘and “réturmr m«oﬁ al facsimile to é:gé 6. Hhail. Any dissemipation,
distribution or copy of this facsimile is strictly prohibited.
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If you have trouble receiving this fax, please call (910) 251-1038



RICHARD BURR*

HORTH CAROL A

UHnited States Senate

WASHINGTQON, DC 20210-3302
{202) 224-3154 FAX: (202) 228-29%1

February 16, 2011

Mr. Christopher Mansour

Congressional & Legislative Affairs

U. S. Department of Interior

Room 6256

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, District of Columbia 20240-0002

Dear Mr. Mansour:

1< g copy of correspondence I have received from my constirucnt.F
concerning the status of his request for the release of a mineral nghts claim

on his land. I believe that you will find this letter to be self-explanatory.

I would appreciate 1t if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helpful to my constituent.

I am grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this marter.

Sincerely,
Richard Bumr
United States Senator
RB:ew
Enclosure
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RICHARD BURR

L%
201 Novarront Street ¢ Suite 809 4 Wilmington, NC 28401 # Telephone {910) 251-1058
® Fax (910} 251-7975

PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

The provisions of Pubhic Law 33-379 (Privacy Act of 1974) prohubit the disclosure of informaticn of a personal
nature from the files of an incividual without their exgressed coasent. Accordingly. | authorize Senator
Richard Burr or any authorized member of his staff to 3ccess any and all of my recerds that relate 1o the
prablem stated belowi.

FEDERAL AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT: Pleasa specily the name of Lhe Federal Agency or Oepamment invobsed in the
space provided below:

C
vT—*
|
|

S04, ottes DO

PLEASE PHINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY: Circle Preferred Title: /” Mr. /7 Ms. Mrs.
Dr. Other E : \./’

Addre]il
City: — ‘State: | Zip:

e 28334

/Q Al g —_—
iiilil Work Phone:

"Mobile Phone: Fax:

"Emai! Addréss: b

sty Number: Claim Number:

Social Sec
~ {r-‘— [l e e

cI(-‘. TURE: DATE:
g’/{ Z-élr

legse l::-,L othar individuals with whem you authorize Lthe releasa of informaticn on your case;

Nam | Relationship:

Nam " [Relationship:

NATURE OF PROBLEM: Please provide a complete staterrent on the revesse s:dc of this form reqa'qu the
nature of the problem and the assistance needed Irom the sffice of Senator Richard Burr, Please attack copies of
any additionai pertnent documents

N

Pleasc retum form to: [ LEA’,L > el e
(
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Wilson, Eric (Burr)

From: (I
Sent; ednesday, February 16, 2011 3:43 FM

Jo! Wilson, Eric (Burr)
Subject: Fwd: FW: Federal Government Quit-Claim Re
Attachments: 1845-02-16 Deed cenveying land from USA to_df. 1937-07-29 Deed

conveying land from NC Joint Stock Land Bank of Durham to USA. pdf

Mr. Wilson,

In response to your request for further information, please reference the chain of emails below. These emails
provide the details of my correspondence with a variety of individuals in the USDA and other related agencies.

I have attached two pdf's to this email. Onc contains the federal government's quit-claim deed conveving the
land to lhe-nul retaining a portion of the mineral rights. The second contains an earlier deed which
appears to be conveying the same land from the Durham Land Bank te the federal government. My title scarch
attempts beyond the 1937 deed have not met with further success at this point. But that probably has little
bearing upon the present consideration.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information. 1 have previously submitted a signed
release form to Sen. Burr's office.

Regards,

NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic mail messagce is intended only for the use of the intended
reciplent, and may also be protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC Sections 2510-
2321. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination,

distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please reply to the sender, and delete the onginal message. Thank you.

From:
Date: Mon, Sep 21, 2009 at 5:18 PM

Subject: Re: FW: Federal Government Quit-Claim Reques

I'o: "Brown, Michael - Clinton, NC" <Michael.S.Brown/@nc.usda. pov>

Ce: "Bumetrz, Garland - Smithfield, NC" <Garland. Bumette/@nc.usda.gov>

Mr. Brown,

Thank-you for your and Mr. Bumette's assistance with this. Per your
suggestion. I've taken the matter up with Senator Richard Burr. We

1
1
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~
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will see how things proceed there.

Kind Regards.

On Mon, Sep 21, 2009 at | :49 PM, Brown, Michael - Clinton. NC
<Michael S Brown/@nc.usda gov> wrote:

> The Office of General Counscl has advised us that we do not have the authority fo release the 3/4's mineral
nights that were reserved in the Quit Claim Deed date-ln discussions with the attorney, 1t is not
clear 1o our State Office that there is any other option avallable to you. Our only suggestions would be to
centact the Department of the Interior or your Congressional representative.

> Michae! Brown, FLM

> Sampson County FSA

> emeee Original Message----~

> From:

> Sent: Saturday, September 05, 2009 7:54 PM

> To: Brown, Michael - Clinton. NC

> Cc: Bumnette, Garland - Smithfield, NC

> Subject: Re: Federal Government Quit-Claim Reguest

>
-

> Hello Mr. Brown,

-~

> I am wondering if you can update me on the status of my request.

> On Tue. Jul 28. 2009 at 9:28 AM, Brown, Michael - Clinton,
> NC<Nichacl S Brown(@nc.usda.gov> wrote:

>> I have forwarded your request for release to our state office in Raleigh, We
=> are referring your request on to the regional attorney for guidance on how
>>to proceed with the rclease. As soon as [ get areply I will let vou know,

>> Thanks

s - )

>> Michael Brown
=> Farm Loan Manager
>> Sampson County FSA Office

>>From: Bumette, Garland - Smithfield. NC
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>> Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2009 §:05 AM
>> To: Brown, Michael - Clinton, NC
>> Subject: FW: FW: Federal Government Quit-Claim Request

>>
—

Mike,

/

=2

>>

_has forwarded additional information regarding the property
>> n Hamett County he was making inquiry, although I'm not sure it will be of

>> any real benefit to the request.

\/
/ v

>> Thank you.

—

\

>> D. Garland Burnette

>> Area Director

>> USDA Rural Development
>> 2736 NC Hwy. 210

>> Smithfield, N.C.

>>(919) 934-7156

>>(919) 306-0524 (cell)
>>(919) 934-0378 (fax)

> Sent: Wednesday, July 22. 2009 9:32 PM

>> To: Bumnette, Garland - Smithfield, NC

>> Subject: Re: FW: Federal Government Quit-Claim Request

>> As a point of interest, 1 have attached the deed prior 1o the previous one
>> sent. [t appears that this land was repossessed sometime before July 1937 by
>> the North Carolina Joint Stock Land Bank of Durham (created under the

>> Federal Farm Loan Act) and then sold to the federal government. I am stll
>> searching for the owner(s) from whom it was scized.

>

> kind Regards.

\/

>> On Wed. Jul 22,2009 at 11:02 AM, Burnette, Garland - Smithfield, NC
>> <(Garland, Burnette/@ ne.usda.goy> wrote:

> Mike.
>

>>> | recetved this e-mail ﬁ'on_eoardinq an old Quitclaim
>>>Deed from the Farm Secunty Administration to

>>>J A pparently the land described in the enclosed Quitclaim Deed.
>>> consisting of_v»as deeded subject 1o 3/4 of all the ol, gas,
>>> coal, and mineral rights associated with the land. Even asold as [ am, ]

>>> was not working at the time of the Quitclaim Deed in 1945. but | assume this
>>> went back to an old Farm Loan.

\/

>>> Would you be able to cheek into this matter and determinc whether FSA

2
e

S |
2



I. 2:477N
>>>might be in 2 pogin CXecits 3 release associated with this property as
>>> requested by Feel free to give me a call if nceded.
>>> Thank you,
>>> ). Garland Bumette

> Area Dircctor

>>> USDA Rural Development
>>> 2736 NC Hwy, 210

>>> Smithfield. N.C.

>>> (919) 934-7156

>>> (919) 306-0524 (cell)
>>>(919) 934-0378 (fax)

\/
\/

>>> Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2009 4:22 PM
>>> To: Bumette. Garland - Smithfield, NC
>>> Subject: Federal Government Quit-Claim Request

>>> Hello.

e

>>>1 am looking for the proper contact to secure a quit-claim from the

>>> federal government for mineral nights it reserved to itself in a quit-claim
>>>deed 16 February 1945 for land in Harnett County. A non-official copy of the
>>> Jdeed 1s attached as extracted from the Hamett County Office of Deeds online
>>> public resources website. The entirety of this land was held by the Farm
>>> Secunty Administration which subsequently became the Farmers Home
>>> Administration and then, I believe, was passed off to the USDA Rural

>>> Development Program. The land as described in the attached deed changed
>>> hands once after this deed.

All parties presently invovled are interested in
>>> securing a quit-claim from the federal goverment quitting all claims and
>>>Interestes the goverment has in this land. You can review these claims in
>>> the third full paragraph of the attached deed.

~>> Any assistance or information you could provide would be greatly

>>> appriciated

S

>>> ic[ard“




>>> ntended only for the use of the intended recipient, and may also be

>>> protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act. 18 USC Sections
>>>2510-2521. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you
>>> are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
>>> communication 1s strictly prohibited. If you have received this

>>> communication in error. please reply to the sender, and delete the original
>>>message. Thank you.

>

\/

>>

A
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United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management
Eastern States
7450 Boston Boulevard
Springfield, Virginia 22153
http://'www.es.blm.gov

MAR 2 2 2011

IN REPLY REFER TO:
2000 (910) (912)

The Honorable Richard Burr
United States Senate

201 N. Front St. Suite 809
Wilmington, NC 28401

Dear Senator Burr:

This is in reply to your inquiry of February 16, 2011, addressed to Mr. Christopher Mansour,
Department of Interior, who referred your eau of Land Management-
Eastern States for reply. Your constituent, as requested your assistance
in securing a quit-claim deed for mineral ¢ the suriace acres are in private ownership.

Under Section 209 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) of 1976, the
Secretary of the Interior may convey mineral interests owned by the United States where the
surface is or will be in non-Federal ownership, if one of the following conditions is met:

1. No mineral value is known to exist.

2. The mineral reservation interferes with non-mineral development which may be of more
beneficial use than mineral development.

mmay file a Section 209 application, (see the Enclosure titled, “Lands and
calty — Mineral Conveyance to Private Owners.”).



T hope this information is helpful. If you have additional questions regarding this matter, feel

free to contact me at 703-440-1708, or your staff may contact Steven Wells, Deputy State
Director for Natural Resources, at (703) 440-1535.

Acting State Director



U.S. Department of the Interior - Bureau of Land Management - Eastern States

Lands and Realty — Mineral Conveyance to Private Owners

Conveyance of Federally Owned Mineral Interest (209)

The following is general information on the Conveyance of Federally Owned Mineral Interest as
covered by Section 209(b) of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), 43
U.8.C. 1719(b).

Background:

Section 209(b) of FLPMA, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to convey mineral interests owned
by the United States where the surface is, or will be, in non-Federal ownership. The objective behind
Section 209(b) is to allow the consolidation of surface and subsurface or mineral ownership where there
are no known mineral value; or in those instances where the reservation interferes with or precludes
appropriate non-mineral development and such development is a more beneficial use of the land than
the mineral development.

How do I get the mineral rights to my property?

1. No specific application form is required.

2. A $50 non-refundable filing fee must be paid at the time of filing,

3. Provide the name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

4. Show proof of ownership of the surface. A certified copy of any patent, deed, purchase contract or
other document conveying land title to the applicant and a precise legal description of the property must
also be provided;

5. Provide complete a statement as possible concerning:

a. The nature of federally-reserved or owned mineral value in the land, if known;

b. The existing and proposed uses of the land;

¢. Why the U.S. reservation of mineral interest is interfering with the proposed use of the land;

d. Why the present/proposed use of the land would be more beneficial than mineral development; and
e. 4 showing that the present or proposed use of the land complies with local zoning and planning
requirements;

6. A deposit of $2,500.00 for administrative costs is required by Section 209(b) of FLPMA. The fees
are used for the formal determination of the Fair Market Value of the Mineral Estate. If the costs are
less than the deposit, a refund will be authorized. The processing costs may substantially exceed the
amount of this initial deposit, particularly if it is determined that minerals are present which require
further evaluation; and

7. When an exploratory program is found necessary, a second, much larger deposit will be required to
cover the costs of conducting the program.

a. The applicant would then have the option/alternative of requesting consent to conduct the
exploratory program;

b. If this request is approved, the applicant would be required to submit a deposit to cover the estimated
administrative costs associated with the Bureau of Land Management's evaluation of the data obtained
Jrom the exploratory program and other available data.

Please note that fees in no way insure favorable action on an application. In addition, Section 209
of FLPMA requires the applicant to pay the fair market value (FMV) of the mineral estate prior
to the conveyance of the mineral rights.

Processing Time:

The average length of time to process a Section 209 application is 6 months. This time includes the 60
days for the applicant to submit proof of surface ownership, processing costs and fair market value

payment.

wouw. bism.pov/ Bs
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RICHARD BURR 2242

201 North Front Street 4 Suite 809 ¢ Wilmington, NC 28401 + Telephone (910) 251-1058 + Fax (910) 251-7975
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PLEASE NOTE: This message is intended only for the usc of the individual or entityito which it is
addressed and may contain information that is privileged and confidential. If the readcr of this message is
not the intended recipicnt or if you have received this facsimile message in ervor, please notify us
immediately by telephone and returp the original facsimile to us by U.S. Mail.

Any dissemination,
distribution or copy of this facsimile is strictly prohibited.

If vou bave trouble receiving this fax. please call (910) 251-1038



RICHARD BURR
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Enited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-230¢

1202) 224-1154

December 17, 2010

Mr. Christopher Mansour
Dircctor. Congressional & Legislative Aftairs
U. S. Dcpartment of Intenor
Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Strect, NW
Washington, District of Columbia 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Mansour:

sed is a copy of correspondence I have reccived from my constiment. _

that you will find this letter to he self-cxplanatory.

FAX:|202; 228292

)
i
-~
o
e}
~>
-

oncerning a complaint about an incident that occurred at Hoover Dam. Ibelieve

I would appreciate 1t if you would review the enclosed correspondence and provide me
with any information that may be helptul to my constituent.

Tam grateful for any assistance you may be able to provide in this matter.

Sincerely,

Shamta,,,

Richard Burr
United States Senator

RBew
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UNITED STATES SENATOR * NORTH CAROLINA
RICHARD BURR

NC 28401 ¢ Telephone (910) 251-1058 ¢ Fax (910) 251-7975

PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

Tne provisions of Public Law 93-573 (Privacy Act of 1974) prohibit the disclosure of informati on of a personal nature from the files
o an individual without their expressed consent. ':u)“‘u‘P"V I authonze Senator Richard Burr or any authorized member of his
stalf (o access any and all of my recerds that relate to the problem stated below.

FEDERAL AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT: Flease coify the nzme of the Federal Agency or Department invelved in the space provided below:

L DERT D R AR

PLE/ ASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION CLEARLY: Circle Preferred Title:
< : LIS

_urne !!one: Work Phone: = ==

“Mobile Phone: Fax:

_Email Address:

Soc lSecurut/ Number:

SIGNATURE:

Claim Number;

DATE: _ A& Ao/ /o

Please 1st other individuals witt

Name.

" — D ——
everse side of this form rega ?\E‘u ﬁ’akerhs problem and
attach copies of any 3ddiional bapj@oABzuments.

3 20\0

NATURE OF PROBLEM: Pleass provde z

he ass

Sislence needed from the offit

Please reurn form. to: vy ) )
SenatorRichard Burr ' nard Bur ;
201 North Front Street, Suite 809 roh son
Wilmingon, NC 28401 WG

EW
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Cctober 15, 2010 0CT 2 9 RECD oy
Senator Richard Burr Richard Bur, M. RLF g Fsié\,{g(?
217 Russell Senate Office Washington, D i
Washington, DC 20510 NOV 1 2010

Richard Burr
Wilmington, NC

Subject: Abusive Behavior by Federal Agent-

Honcerable Richard Burr:

On a recent cross country trip with my wife, traveling in our great
nation for two months to take in its spectacular venues In as many states as we could. On
September 22, 2010 we were crossing Hoover Dam when an incident occurred. We have a
table between the seats in our travel van where we keep our current receipts, check book,
maps, etc. In the center of the highway across the dam we simultaneously opened the vshicle
windows when a sudden gust of wind blew our receipt book, check book, maps, etc. out of the
left window and onto the roadway.

| proceeded to the Arizona side parking ar ' - i i
center of the dam to try to recover these items. My wife in a panicked state proceeded from

the parking area to the area of the dam where this incident occurred, recovering as many of
these items as she could. In this process she did enter an area with a chain across it marked

"Authorized Personnel Only”, after searchin s area she was exiting it when she was
approached by Federal Security Agent at the scene.

thave a tremendous respect for our agents and staff that protect and look out for our
National interests having encountered many in my career in the Military, both overseas and
domestically. But, in this particular incident | have to protest the behavior of this agent. While

he was clearly carrying out his duties, he acted in an astonishingly unprofessional manner
n a panicked state.

towar

When my wife was detained for questioning she answered his questions politely and
immediately, but on occasion she could not hear him over the noise of construction takmg
place and traffic on the dam. At this point officer :

As 1t is not practical or possible for
IS summaons has been paid. | am not protesting this, but |
am questioning the procedures that these Federal agents are trained to handle, or if this is the



13

action of a lone agent. During this incident an Arizona Patrolman was standing by and did give
my wife a ride to the visitor center with an apologetic attitude for the behavior of Federal Agent
| would certainly hope that the action of ofﬁcer-would be investigated and he
receive further training in common sense before there is a possibly embarrassing incident of a
diplomatic matter or worse.

Sincerely,

CC: copy to file
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Congress of the United States
Mashinaton, BC 20515

June 18,2010

The Honorable Kenneth Salazar
Scerctary of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Washinglen, DC 20240

Dear Scerctary Salazar:

We need your immediate support and assistance in moving forward with the replacement
of the aging Herbert C. Bonner Bridge in Dare County, North Carolina. Itis the “lifeline” to the
pcople of Hatteras Island and provides the only vehicular acccess to its communities. [t is
cssential Lo businesses, recreation and for safe evacuation of the island during natural disasters.
We must begin construction of a suitable replacement now:.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) and the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) have been studving how to replace Bonner Bridge for over 20 vears.
On May 14, 2010 NCDOT and FHWA reieased an Environmental Asscssment (EA) for your
agency’s comments. The EA identifies a preferred alternative: Parallel Bridge Corridor with NC
12 Management Plan.

This 2lternative is a varation of the Parallcl Bridge Corridor alternatives assessed 1n the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). It calls for Phase ] (Oregon Inlet Bridge) to be
built immediately, followed by construct:on of later phases whose details would be determined,
reevaluated, and documented through intcragency collaboration as project arca conditions
warrant. We believe this to be consistent with guidance from vour predecessor given in July of
2006. A full range of altematives for NC )2 have been studied extensively. The cumrent
preferred alternative 1s financially viable due to its ability to be constructed in phases. It aliows
NCDOT. as well as the Department of the Intertor. to make better decisions on future phases
because they will be based on actual shorcline conditions rather than models of future conditions.

It is our understanding that NCDOT has partnered with the Department of the Interior for
many vears to ensure that the planning process complhes with al! applicable environmental laws
and regulations. including the National Wildiitfe Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997, and
has worked diligently with the National Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildhfe Scrviec under
the National Envirenmental Policv Act.

We need your support of the preferred alternative “Parallel Bridge Cormdor with NC 12
Management Plan™ so that replacement of the Bonner Brndge can begin. The time to move
forward is long overdue.

Sincerely,

RN

. '
Senator Richard Burr

PRINTES oK SECTCLED PAPIR
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United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 23, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

It has come to our attention that the National Park Service (NPS) is intent on banning the use and sale of
lead ammunition, shot, and sinkers in our national parks. We are writing to express our deep concern
over the process the Park Service is using to ban lead in hunting and fishing products. This decision
appears to be arbitrary and not based on a fuil and rigorous scientific analysis of exactly what—if any-—
hazards lead bullets, shot and sinkers may pose to wildlife populations, the environment, as well as
hunters and anglers.

SN
On March 10, 2009, Acting NPS Director Daniel Wenk issued an internal directive that the agency
would outlaw the use of lead in ammunition and fishing tackle in national parks by “December 31, 2010
or sooner.” On March 18”‘, the NPS issued a “clarification” of the March 10" directive that states: “In
the future, we will look at the potential for transitioning to non-lead ammunition and non-lead fishing
tackle for recreational use by working with our policy office and appropriate stakeholders/groups.”

At this time, the motives behind NPS actions addressing lead issues are very unclear. Especially in
these difticult economic times, this action will discourage people from hunting and fishing and decrease
revenue into the Pittman-Robertson fund that funds state conservation efforts. We are concerned that
the NPS’s actions will keep our citizens out of the parks, when we all agree our common goal is to open
opportunities for people to experience our national parks in all their beauty. The opportunity to recreate
in our national parks should not be cost-prohibitive.

This issue has broad impact on hunters, anglers, conservation groups and manufacturers throughout the
country. We urge you to go back and work with those representing these constituencies and develop a
transparent, scientific process to scrutinize this issue. In addition, we also request that NPS cease all
actions to prohibit the use of these lead products on NPS lands by private citizens and NPS personnel.
We hope to have some clarity before Mr. Jonathan Jarvis is confirmed by the Senate as Director of the
National Park Service.

Secretary Salazar, we appreciate your time and attention to this matter. We look forward to your
. Sincerely,

expeditious response.

’ BARRASSO, M.D. V LISA MURKOWSKI
ifed States Senator United States Senator




RIES E.
United States Senator

Ui Wﬁed States Senator

MICHAEL B. ENZI
United States Senator ==

MIKE JQAHANNS
United States Senator

DAVID VITTER
United States Senator

HARD BU
United States Senator

ROBERT F. BENNETT
United States Senator

Al

JIM DEMINT
United States Senator

" TOM COBUKN M D.
United States Senator
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