









































The Honorable Bobby Jindal, Governor of Louisiana [Chair)

The Honorable Sean Parnell, Governor of Alaska

The Honorable Rick Perry, Governor of Texas

The Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Robert Bentley, Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Nikki Haley, Governor of South Carolina

The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia

March 13, 2012

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of all of the Governors participating in the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Governors Coalition,
we are writing to inform you of the status of our coalition and to express some concerns we have
regarding the status of offshore energy development.

In May 2011, the Governors of Alaska, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and Virginia formed the OCS
Governors Coalition with the goal of better understanding the promise and potential of offshore energy
development. Since its inception, the Governors of Alabama and South Carolina have joined the
Coalition.

Specifically, the mission of the Coalition is to improve the potential role of offshore energy production in
a comprehensive national energy policy. In addition. the Coalition seeks improved communication with
federal officials on offshore resource development and improved overall management and stewardship of
coastal resources. We believe these resources could play an important role in job creation. increasing
economic activity. mitigating national, state and local government deficits, reducing our foreign trade
deficit and putting America on a path to energy independence.

Similar to your recent endorsement of an “all-of-the-above™ energy policy, our Coalition embraces the
understanding that the United States should develop all of our energy resources — both traditional and
renewable sources — to provide our nation with a stable, secure supply of affordable American energy.
The soaring cost of fuel further underscores how imperative a comprehensive domestic energy policy is
for American families and businesses. particularly at a time of economic recovery.

As we begin a New Year, the Coalition has identified four priorities for 2012 and would like to begin a
better dialogue with your Administration in order to address these concerns.

First. the Coalition recognizes that the pace and level of permitting for offshore exploration and
production in the Gulf of Mexico and off” Alaska must accelerate. We appreciate the safety and regulatory
measures implemented by industry and regulators following the Deepwater Horizon tragedy in April
2010. Since the incident. delays in permitting. a lack of new permits issued and. in some cases. overly
burdensome permit conditions have resulted in dramatically lower investment in U.S. offshore energy —
both in comparison to historic levels and to current global norms. While some progress has been made 1o
decrease the average wait time for approvals. we would urge stronger. swifter action. In order 1o resolve
these delays and put our states back to work. the Administration must examine ways to streamline the
permitting process and to ensure operators receive permits in a predictable and sustainable way that do
nol impose onerous. arbitrary conditions that may limit the economic viability of OCS development. This
is ¢ritical 10 allow companies to plan their activities and make investment decisions.











