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To establish the Sangre de Cristo National Historical Park, and for other purposes
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

(DATE)

A BILL

5EERiEE”

To establish the Sangre de Cristo National }Historical Park, and for other purposes
Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou il
/ se of Representat. ;
States of America in Congress assembled, g ves of the United
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This Act may be cited as the Sangre de Crié
Establishment Act'.
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SEC. 2. PURPOSE.
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The purpose of this Act
. Historical Park --

54 H

is to establish the Sangre de Cristo National
533?3 (1) to help preserve, protect, and interpret the nationally significant
i historical and cuitural resources in the Sangre de Cristo National
"l Heritage Area in the Sangre de Cristo Mountain Range-San Luis
§-~"§}§;Va|ley region of Southern Colorado for the benefit and inspiration of
“ifuture generations;

(2) to support the preservation, protection, and interpretation of the

urban, rural, and agricultural landscape features of the region that

provide an overarching context for the Sangre de Cristo National

Heritage Area; < about

ducate the public about-- .

(%0 E(EA) the nortt?ern migrations and the other migrations of
diverse peoples that established over time the sustained
settlement of humans in the area; N
(B) the establishment and history of communities under
Spanish rule from 1598 through 1821;

(C) the history of communities undgr Mexican ru\g between
1821 and 1848, the date of conclusion of the Mexican
American War;

B



(D) the post-1848 history of the area under United Sates
jurisdiction, including creation of the first non-native American
settlements, and the creation of the States of Colorado and
New Mexico;
(E) the rich and distinctive folkiore, religion and language of
the cultures in the area today; and
(4) to support and enhance the network of partners, including the
State, local governments, and private and non-profit entites,
engaged in the protection, improvement, management, and
operation of key resources and facilities throughout the National
Heritage Area.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) MAP- The term “map' means the map entitled * Sangre de Cristo
National Historical Park', numbered , and dated
201

(2) NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA- The term " National Heritage Area'
means the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area established by
Public Law 111-11.
(3) PARK- The term " Park' means the Sangre de Cristo National
Historical Park established under section 4 of this Act.
(4) SECRETARY- The term " Secretary' means the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Director of the National Park Service.
(5) STATE The Eerm Sta?eﬁ means the State of Colorado.
i; , = ?‘iw Es§§ i
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF SANGRE DE CRISTO NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK
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x? (a) Establnshment- There is established in the State a unit of the National
Park System, to be known as the "Sangre de Cristo National Historical
Park'.
(b) Boundaries- The Park shall be comprlsed of the following cultural and
historical sites and byway within the National Heritage Area, as generally
depicted on the map: Sangre de Cristo Heritage Center, San Luis, Costilla
County; the Sociedad Proteccion Mutua de Trabajadores Unidos (SPMDTU)
building, Antonito, Conejos County; the Fort Garland Museum, Fort
Garland, Costilla County; the Denver & Rio Grande Antonito Depot,

" Antonito, Conejos County; and the Los Caminos Antiguos Scenic and
Historic Byway.
(c) Availability of Map- The map shall be available for public inspection in
the appropriate offices of the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior.




(d) Acquisition of Land- The Secretary may acquire from willing sellers land
or interests in land within the boundaries of the Park by--
(1) donation;
(2) purchase with donated or appropriated funds; or
(3) exchange.
(e) Administration-
(1) IN GENERAL- The Secretary shall administer the Park in
accordance with--
(A) this Act;
(B) the laws generally applicable to umts of the National Park
System, including--
(i) the National Park Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. 1 et
seq.); and
(ii) the Act of August 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.);
and
(C) any cooperative agreements entered into under subsection
(f).
(2) GENERAL MANAGEMENT PLAN-
(A) IN GENERAL- Not later than 3 years after the date on
which funds are made available to carry out this Act, the
Secretary in consultation with owners of properties within the
boundaries of the Park shall prepare a general management
plan for the Park--
(l) in consultation with the State;
(||) in consultation with owners of properties and local
‘governments within the boundaries of the Park; and
(iii) in accordance with--
) . (I) any cooperative agreements entered into
{1 under subsection (f); and
(I1) section 12(b) of the National Park System
iy, ‘Wi, General Authorities Act (16 U.S.C. 1a-7(b)).
(B) REQUIREMENTS- To the maximum extent practicable, the
plan prepared under subparagraph (A) shall consider ways to
use preexisting or planned visitor facilities and recreational
iy, opportunities developed in the National Heritage Area.

(3) GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS- The Secretary is
authorized to provide grants and technical assistance, and may
enter into cooperative agreements with, the State, political
subdivisions of the State, nonprofit organizations, and private
property owners to provide technical assistance, interpretation,
public access and other visitor services in the Park.

(f) Financial Assistance- Subject to the availability of appropriations, the
Secretary may provide financial assistance, on a matching basis, for the
conduct of resource protection activities in the Park.




SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as are necessary to

carry out this Act.























































THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

MAR 16 2010

The Honorable Mark Udall
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Udall:

It is startling that a young person today spends 6 hours a day in front of a computer or television
and less than 4 minutes playing outdoors. Young people from underserved communities are
even less likely to be engaged in outdoor programs and activities.

The Department of the Interior is uniquely positioned to help millions of young Americans
reconnect with our natural and cultural heritage, put thousands of young people to work in the
great outdoors, and inspire the next generation of conservation leaders. Our Youth Initiative,
which seeks to educate, employ, and engage the youth of our Nation, instructs more than 30
million children throughout the Country annually. From classrooms to picnic tables, our
specialists from the National Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of
Land Management reach out and help connect young people to the natural world every day of the
year.

I have directed my staff to meet goals we have set to increase the number of young people
employed by the Department as we hire approximately 12,500 employees in the next 4 months.
We are able to target programs directed towards making sure young people have the best
opportunities for job training and career development, especially in these difficult economic
times. We are engaging youth from all backgrounds and all walks of life in the great outdoors.
By expanding access to the outdoors for all young people, we will help build the personal
experiences that are the foundation of stewardship.

Given your long-standing interest on youth issues, I want to make sure you are aware of our
initiatives. I have asked my staff to follow up with your office to provide a more detailed
briefing of our programs and their impacts on the young people in your State and throughout the
Country.

Thank you for your leadership and friendship.

Sincerely,

o, Sobugn

Ken Salazar



















































EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

THE DIRECTOR November 26, 2013

The Honorable Ron Wyden

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter to Secretary Tom Vilsack, Secretary Sally Jewell, and me requesting a
plan for a budget framework regarding wildland fire suppression and prevention activities to ensure
adequate funding for these activities in future budgets. Over the past few months, the Department of
Agriculture (USDA), the Department of the Interior (DOI), and the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) worked closely together to develop a plan to address funding for wildfire management and
prevention activities. ] am responding on behalf of OMB, USDA, and DOL

Fire seasons in the United States are increasing in both severity and length, This is leading to
steadily increasing firefighting costs for the Federal Government and for state and local communities. At
the same time, we strongly believe in the value of our land management and fuels treatment programs
that improve the integrity and resilience of our forests and rangelands, contribute to community
adaptation to fire, and improve our ability to safely and appropriately respond to wildland fire.

To better manage these lands and the costs associated with wildfire suppression, the
Administration is taking a number of actions. The Administration is working with states, local
communities, conservationists, forest industry and other stakeholders to enhance our response to wildfire
and to restore forests and grasslands across large landscapes to make them more resilient to fire. We are
developing better approaches to setting our treatment priorities to accomplish these goals and to measure
the success of the treatments. We are also targeting funds to the highest priority projects in the highest
priority areas in order to increase the effectiveness of limited funding. Thirdly, to provide stable funding
for wildland fire suppression, consistent with the President’s FY 2014 Budget, we are requestmg full
funding of the 10-year average cost of the wildfire suppression.

We share your concerns, however, about overall forest and rangeland management, preparedness
and fuels budgets. We recognize that the current practice of funding suppression is not sustainable over
the long run and impedes our ability to invest in other priorities that will improve long-term forest health.
The FLAME Act requires that FLAME funds be used to cover the costs of large or complex wildfires, so
DOI and USDA have been requesting a portion of the 10-year average estimated to cover extreme fire
events out of their FLAME accounts. Ideally, funding suppression at the 10-year average of suppression
expenditures, including the FLAME fund, provides excess funding in low-cost fire years that carries into
high-fire years in order to prevent fire borrowing. However, that has not been the case in recent years,
leaving us without additional funding to manage through high-fire years. The Administration’s current
budget framework provides funding for suppression costs; however, constrained budget caps,
sequestration, and the difficulty of predicting annual costs because of the variability in fire expenses year
to year, impacts the stability of funding,.



Appropriations bills under consideration in both the House and Senate provide emergency
funding for suppression activities. In addition, there are authorization bills in both the House and Senate
that attempt to address the risk of catastrophic fire. However, these bills do not take the necessary steps
to reform fire suppression activities. Moreover, they remove necessary environmental protections. The
Administration would like to work with you to find more effective ways to utilize existing programs to
improve forest and rangeland health and resilience. One of these ways is to provide stable funding to the
programs that are most critical to impacting forest and rangeland resilience.

As your letter points out, continued reductions to resource management programs to fund
suppression needs is detrimental to the health and resilience of our nation’s forests and rangelands. The
Administration would like to work with Congress on a new budget approach that embodies the following
principles:

1. Minimize destabilizing funding transfers from other important programs by providing sufficient
fire suppression funding.

2. Improve agencies’ ability to adequately invest in preparedness, forest and rangeland restoration
and health, and other fire risk-reduction measures.

3. Clearly account for suppression spending and activities that are eligible for suppression, and
retrospectively report on total fire costs, cost drivers, impacts of investments, suggested
corrective actions, and other parameters.

4. Retain incentives for agencies to proactively manage fire costs by leveraging work with others
and by using scientifically-based decision-support systems that will help to determinc appropriate
fire response by modeling fire potential, risk of spread, necessary resource usage, impact on
forest health, and other parameters is necessary for the long-term effectiveness of the agencies
wildland fire suppression activities. Ensure that funds are available when needed in “extreme”
fire years.

We would like to work with Congress to determine how to improve the funding mechanism for
suppression nceds and effectively increase efforts to improve forest and rangeland health and resilience.

Developing the budget framework and strengthening forest and rangeland management programs
are important priorities for our Departments. We look forward to working with you and your colleagues
to find solutions to both issues. If you have any questions, pleasc contact Kristen J. Sarri, Associate
Director for Legislative Affairs, at (202) 395-4790. Thank you again for your letter.

Sincerely,

M~

ylvia M. Burwell
Diréctor, OMB

cc: The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

The Honorable Sally Jewel
Secretary of the Interior



Identical Letter Sent to:

The Honorable Ron Wyden
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
The Honorable Mark Udall

The Honorable James Risch
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ACTION COMMENTS:
ACTION REQUESTED: DIRECT REPLY W/COPY
REFERRAL COMMENTS:

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 1114964

MEDIA: EMAIL

DOCUMENT DATE: June 05, 2013

TO: PRESIDENT OBAMA

FROM: THE HONORABLE MARK UDALL

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THE PRESIDENT TO WORK WITH CONGRESS TO FORMULATE
AND EXECUTE A BIPARTISAN, DYNAMIC AND EFFECITVE INITIATIVE TO
COMMEMORATE THE NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL AND PREPARE OUR
PARKS FOR THE SECOND ANNNIVERSARY OF SERVICE

COMMENTS:

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,
UNLESS OTHERWISE S5TATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT (202) 456-2590.

RETURN ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT) TO: DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT,
ROOM 63, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500




THE WHITE HOUSE { '}
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND
TRACKING WORKSHEET

DATE RECEIVED: CASE ID: 1114964
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MARK UDALL

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THE PRESIDENT TO WORK WITH CONGRESS TO FORMULATE AND EXECUTE
A BIPARTISAN, DYNAMIC AND EFFECITVE INITIATIVE TO COMMEMORATE THE NATIONAL
PARK CENTENNIAL AND PREPARE OUR PARKS FOR THE SECOND ANNNIVERSARY OF

SERVICE
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ACTION COMMENTS:
ACTION COMMENTS: |
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ORG = ORIGINATING OFFICE OTBE = OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS X = INTERIM REPLY | (MM/DD/YY)

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES

REFER QUESTIONS TO DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT (202)-456-2590
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Congress of the Thted States
tRashington, O¢ 20315

June 5, 2013

President Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20300

Dear Mr. President;

On the eve of the 100" anniversary of our National Park Svstem. we invite yvou to work with us to
formulate and exeeute o bipartisan. dynamie. and effective initiative (o commemorate the national
park ventennial and prepare our national parks for their second century of service to the American
people.

In three years. the nation will mark the 100" anniversary of the creation of the modemn National
Park System. Sinee the National Park Service Organic Act was signed into Jaw in 1916, the Park
System has grown 10 include splendid examples of America’s natural and scenic heritage. as well as
places of historic importance 1o our country. Support for the national parks is an issuc most
Americans agree is important - particularly as our parks are enjoyed and wtilized by persons across
our country regardless of their background.

Past presidems and conpresses have worked together at key times to repair, improve and enhance
parks and tacilities. 10 develop creative ways of connecting the American people with aur national
treasures and o betier preserve our parks for future generations. The national park centennial
provides un opportunity to reinvigorate the national parks for their second century of service., We
look forward to working with you and your staff to build on momentum from the 100™ anniversary
of the National Parks System to find a sustainable path forward for our national parks.

Sincerely,

/\. A Vs e —
m/l—/\l([ y /-" r/ (‘-ALQ:\/ R - l;f \,./ -\-_u:‘;__
.f"\ vy 7 ~ S T N~ ) ' - “’}ﬁ}}:{{ ‘ o

Mark Udall Dave Reichert T
1S, Senator LS. Representative

§ :' ) E .,v'..‘ . /{"‘ x.-‘] 5.‘/)4_‘; -~ ﬁ‘}i‘“’;
Rab Portman Ron Kind

LS. Senator LS. Representative
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RON WYDEN, Oregon, Chairman

TIM JOHNSON, South Dakota
MARY L. LANDRIEU, Louisiana

LISA MURKOWSKI, Alaska

MARIA CANTWELL, Washington
BERNARD SANDERS, Vermont
DEBBIE STABENOW, Michigan
MARK UDALL, Colorado

AL FRANKEN, Minnesota

JOE MANCHIN, Hll, West Virginia
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, Delaware
BRIAN SCHATZ, Hawaii

MARTIN HEINRICH, New Mexico

JAMES E. RISCH, Idal

MIKE LEE, Utah

DEAN HELLER, Nevad:

JEFF FLAKE, Arizona

TIM SCOTT, South Cardlina
LAMAR ALEXANDER, Tennessee
ROB PORTMAN, Ohio *

JOHN HOEVEN, North Bakota

JOHN BARRASSO, WTmmg

JOSHUA SHEINKMAN, STAFF DIRECTOR
SAM E. FOWLER, CHIEF COUNSEL
KAREN K. BILLUPS, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
PATRICK J. McCORMICK lil, REPUBLICAN CHIEF COUNSEL

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Sccretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell:

| Uil
Nnited StatesSeAMED

522067 = Ryt PR e SRR

WAaSHINGTON, DC 20510-6150 . .., .

e e A

WWW.ENERGY.SENATE.GOV'

April 10, 2013

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the
Subcommittee’s hearing on Thursday, April 23, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-366 of the

Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the following bills:

S. 59, to designate a Distinguished Flying Cross National Memorial at the
March Field Air Museum in Riverside, California;

S. 155, to designate a mountain in the State of Alaska as Denali; !

S. 156, to allow for the harvest of gull eggs by the Huna Tlingit people
within Glacier Bay National Park in the State of Alaska; |

S. 219, to establish the Susquehanna Gateway National Heritage Area in the

State of Pennsylvania, and for other purposes;

S. 225, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of
alternatives for commemorating and interpreting the role of the Buffalo Soldiers in
the early years of the National Parks, and for other purposes;

S. 228, to establish the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage

Area, California;



S. 285, to designate the Valles Caldera National Preserve as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other purposes;

S. 305, to authorize the acquisition of core battlefield land at Champion
Hill, Port Gibson, and Raymond for addition to Vicksburg National Military Park;

S. 349, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate a segment of
the Beaver, Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and Pawcatuck Rivers in the States of
Connecticut and Rhode Island for study for potential addition to the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System, and for other purposes;

S. 371, to establish the Blackstone River Valley National Historical Park, to
dedicate the Park to John H. Chafee, and for other purposes;

S. 476, to amend the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Development Act to
extend to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park Commission;

S. 486, to authorize pedestrian and motorized vehicular access in Cape
Hatteras National Seashore Recreational Area, and for other purposes;

S. 507, to establish the Manhattan Project National Historical Park in Oak
Ridge, Tennessee, Los Alamos, New Mexico, and Hanford, Washington, and for
other purposes, and;

S. 6135, to establish Coltsville National Historical Park in the State of
Connecticut, and for other purposes.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or John Assini at (202) 224-9313,

john_assini@energy.senate.gov.
] Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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MaRK E. UDALL
COLORADO

Alnited S?)iafes BHenate

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

June 12, 2012

The Honorable Ken L. Salazar
Secretary of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., Room 6156
Washington. D.C. 202

Dear Secretfy Salazar:

sh to extend my sincere appreciation to vou for taking time out of vour
busy schedule to attend and speak at the conference I hosted last

week. The 2012 Colorado Capital Conference was a tremendous

success. My fellow Coloradans valued the opportunity to hear from
national leaders such as yourself.

Without a doubt, the conference was an impressive workshop for helping
our ¢itizens gain unique insight into how our federal government works.
from the policy process to the personal interactions between colleagues. |
know that the participants, who have an impressive commitment to civic
engagement. will take your insights to heart and put them to good use in
the future. '

Once again. thank vou for your participation in the conference.
g )

&mm

-

Mark E. Udall

[1.S. Senator QQ‘“K
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WASHINGTON, DC. 20510

JUN 22 2012

The Honorable Ken L. Salazar

Secretary of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

United States Department ofth?(erior

1849 C Street, N W, Room 61 )
Washington, D.C. 20240 /7 g()\(



















Sincerely,

Rhea Suh
Assistant Secretary
Policy, Management and Budget
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Ynited States Senate |
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 |
March 28, 2012 1

Helen Hankins
2850 Youngfield Street
Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7093

Dear Director Hankins:

Stemming from technical issues with the Bureay of Land Management’s (BLM) comment
website, we are writing to ask for an extension of the public comment period on the BIM’s draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on the
proposed lease of 30,000 acres for oil and naturaj gas development in the North Fork Valley of
Colorado.

On March 7, the Uncompahgre Field Office opened a 30-day public comment period on these
drafts. While we recognize that BLM already extended the initial scoping public comment
period, we understand that a large number of our constituents have encountered technical
difficulties with the new e-Planning system in trying to submit their current comments on the
draft EA and FONSI. Though we appreciate BLM’s efforts 10 encourage the public to review
planning documents and submit substantive comments through e-Planning, it is essential that the
comment process be simple, transparent, and accessible to the public. From recent conversations
with BLM staff, we understand that the Uncompahgre Field Office will provide a simple email
address for comments as an altemative to e-Planning, and we applaud that decision.

As this area supports key aspects of Colorado’s economy, from tourism and resource
development to agriculture and outdoor recreation, it is essential that management decisions
regarding these public lands be informed by comments from all stakeholders. Due to the
technical concerns described above, we believe a 30-day extension of the comment period to
May 7 would be appropriate, -

Thank you for considering our request.

Sincerely,
Mark Udall ERIRCTNRNN AR T M
U.S. Senator 3HL £0 301450y s, Senator
02:S WY 0F 4VWZIR 18L01S

(JJAI303Y




'Warth, Robert
Urban, Heather

From:

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 8:31 PM

To: Howarth, Robert

Subject: Fw: Udall/Bennet letter on North Fork leases comment process
Attachments: 12.3.28 - Letter to BLM - Extend Comment Period on North Fork Lease.pdf

From: Adams, Wendy (Mark Udall) [mailto:Wend

Sent: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 06:16 PM

To: Hankins, Hefen M

Cc: Kornze, Neil G; Urban, Heather; babington, Sean; Otero, Jerry; M@s@m@@u&m;
i ; Montgomery, Becca

Subject: Udail/Bennet letter on North Fork leases comment process

Hi Helen -
Please see the attached letter from Senators Udall and B8ennet,
Thank you — Wendy

Wendy Adams

Legisiative Assistant

Office of Senator Mark Udall

Hart Senate Office Building, Suite 328

Wendy Adams@MarkUdalI.sena;e.gov

202-224-5941

Follow Mark Udall on his Website | Facebook | YouTube | Twitter
Sign up for Mark's Newsletter







JEFF BINGAMAN, New Mexico, Chairman 1/
RON Vs YDEN, Oregon LISA MURKOWSKI, Alaska % } \
TIM JOHNSON, South Dakota RICHARD BURR, North Carolina
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February 23, 2012

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, 1 would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, March 7, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the following bills:
S. 29, a bill to establish the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area;

S. 1150, a bill to establish the Susquehanna Gateway National Heritage Area in the
State of Pennsylvania;

S. 1191, a bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to carry out a study regarding
the suitability and feasibility of establishing the Naugatuck River Valley National Heritage
Area in Connécticut; '

S. 1198, a bill to reauthorize the Essex National Heritage Area;

S. 1215, a bill to provide for the exchange of land located in the Lowell National
Historical Park;

S. 1589, a bill to extend the authqr.ization for the Coastal Heritage Trail in the State
of New Jersey; o

S. 1708, a bill to establish the John H. Chafee Blackstone River Valley Natjonal
Historical Park; ‘ B ' o )



H.R. 1141, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility
of designating prehistoric, historic, and limestone forest sites on Rota, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, as a unit of the National Park System.

H.R. 2606, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to allow the construction and operation
of natural gas pipeline facilities in the Gateway National Recreation Area, and for other purposes.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the
Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 25 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Jake McCook at (202) 224-9313,
jake_mccook(@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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October 12, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, October 19, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the following bills:

S. 544, A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of alternatives for
commemorating and interpreting the role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the early years of the National
Parks, and for other purposes;

S.1083, A bill to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the route of the
Smoky Hill Trail, an overland trail across the Great Plains during pioneer days in Kansas and
Colorado, for study for potential addition to the National Trails System;

S. 1084, A bill to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the routes of the
Shawnee Cattle Trail, the oldest of the major Texas Cattle Trails, for study for potential addition to
the National Trails System, and for other purposes;

S. 1303, A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to establish Fort Monroe National
Historical Park in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and for other purposes;

S. 1325, A bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility
of designating sites in the Lower Mississippi River Area in the State of Louisiana as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other purposes;

S. 1347, A bill to establish Colisville National Historical Park in the State of Connecticut,
and for other purposes;



S. 1421, A bill to authorize the Peace Corps Commemorative Foundation to establish a
commemorative work in the District of Columbia and its environs, and for other purposes;

S. 1478, A bill to modify the boundary of the Minuteman Missile National Historic Site in
the State of South Dakota, and for other purposes;

S. 1537, A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to accept from the Board of
Directors of the National September 11 Memorial and Museum at the World Trade Center
Foundation, Inc., the donation of title to The National September 11 Memorial and Museum at the
World Trade Center, and for other purposes.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the
Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 25 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Jake McCook at (202) 224-9313,

jake_mccook@energy.senate.gov.
W“‘g‘b‘ M’

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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Kmted States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
October 11, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

1. like you, am passionate about preserving land and open spaces. We have a responsibility not only to
future generations, but to this generation of Americans, to protect our public lands to provide clean air
to breathe, clean water to drink, open spaces to recreate, and economic opportunity. Fulfilling this
broad mission takes a diverse array of stakeholders working together to achieve a balance of land
management policies, one of which is Wilderness. 1 commend your efforts to compile a list of areas
that have Wilderness character and support from neighboring communities, and yet have not been
designated by Congress.

Wilderness designations exemplify the best that our public lands have to offer. Virtually untouched by
the industrialized world in which we live, Wilderness protects the land in a natural state providing
essential untrammeled habitat for wildlife and gives us a place we can go to escape the modern world.
In parks, forests, deserts, or high-alpine meadows, Wilderness often shows us a place before and
without human interference.

When discussing public lands, we cannot forget their importance to our economy. Our public lands
have long been a source of economic value, and one of these sources-is outdoor recreation.
Sportsmen. hikers, and campers not only enjoy our land — they also support our rural economies and a
large and growing industry of supply stores, manufacturers, guides, hotels, and other important
businesses.

In many respects. Wilderness is pure and uncomplicated. However its designation is, and should be,
complicated. As native westerners, you and I both know the essential balance that must be struck to
ensure we are balancing the many uses that exist on our public lands. In making decisions that will
affect land use, extensive input from and collaboration with stakeholders and the public is vital.

This kind of public process was integral to the development of the San Juan Mountains Wilderness
Act that I introduced last week. Years of work with diverse groups of stakeholders created a bill that
has wide support from local governments, businesses, and many others. Carefully crafted to preserve
over 60,000 acres of public lands in southwest Colorado, the bill would preserve two "fourteeners"”
(peaks over 14,000 feet high) and the sole water supply of the town of Ridgway - while also
accommodating the various 9.‘?%‘??“&,‘3?‘?_5 of the area, such as for water, recreation, and heliskiing. |
believe this bill is an excellent<t )giqnpb of-hoakia tomiunity can come together to support Wilderness
designation. HLdl 26203
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In general, this type of locally driven public process not only creates effective land management
policies but also instills trust from the public in a process that is open, transparent, and fair. As we
continue to seek ways to balance the demands on our public lands, I look forward to working with you
to make sure any Wilderness proposal in Colorado is right for the communities affected.

Sincerely,

o0 Udpne

Mark Udall
U.S. Senator



Howarth, Robert

From: Mansour, Christopher

Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2011 4.05 PM

To: ludicelio, Fay; Howarth, Robert

Subject: FW: Udall letter to Sec. Salazar
Attachments: 11.10.11_Letter to Salazar onWilderness. pdf

From: Adams, Wendy (Mark Udall) [mailto:Wendy Adams@MarkUdail.senate.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2011 4:03 PM

To: Urban, Heather; Mansour, Christopher

Cc: Fenn, Dan (Mark Udall)

Subject: Udall letter to Sec. Salazar

Hi Heather and Christopher —
This letter is going in the mail today, but we wanted to get a copy to you asap.
Thanks — Wendy

Wendy Adams

Legislative Assistant

Office of Senator Mark Udali

Hart Senate Office Building, Suite 328
Wendy Adams@MarkUdall.senate.gov
202-224-5941







JEFF BINGAMAN, New Mexico, Chairman
RON WYDEN., Oregon LISA MURKOWSKI, Alaska

TIM JOHNSON, South Dakota RICHARD BURR, North Carolina

MARY L. LANDRIEU, Louisiana JOHN BARRASSO, Wyoming

MARIA CANTWELL, Washington JAMES E. RISCH, Idaho

BERNARD SANDERS, Vermont MIKE LEE, Utah

DEBUIE STABENOW, Michigan RAND PAUL, Kentucky iy

MARK UDALL, Colorado DANIEL COATS, Indiana nlt tat[z Knat[
JEANNE SHAHEEN, New Hampshire ROB PORTMAN, Chio

AL FRANKEN, Minnesota JOHN HOEVEN, North Dakota

JOE MANCHIN, IIl, West Virginia BOB CORKER, Tennessee COMMITTEE ON

CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, Defaware
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES
ROBERT M. SIMON, STAFF DIRECTOR
SAM E. FOWLER, CHIEF COUNSEL WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6150
MCKIE CAMPBELL, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
KAREN K. BILLUPS, REPUBLICAN CHIEF COUNSEL

ENERGY.SENATE.GOV

September 8, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, September 21, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to consider a recently released report by the National Park
Service: A4 Call to Action: Preparing for a Second Century of Stewardship and Engagement.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the
Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 25 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Jake McCook at (202) 224-9313,
jake mccook@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,
JHL 20 3Ulas
£2:1 Wd 9243S 1102 2965061 O
Chairman

PR {0 i [ Subcommittee on National Parks
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Dr. Rick Smith, Chair, Southwest Colorado Council of Governments
Dan Fernandez, Chair, Region 9 Board of Directors .

Ernest F. Kuhlman, Chairman, San Juan County Commissioners
Duvall Truelsen, Mayor, Town of Dolores
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July 14, 2011

The Honorable Ken Salaza{

Secretary
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Thursday, July 28, 2011, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the following bills, which pertain to
the Department of the Interior:

S. 264, A bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey to the State of Mississippi 2
parcels of surplus land within the boundary of the Natchez Trace Parkway, and for other purposes;

S. 265, A bill to authorize the acquisition of core battlefield land at Champion Hill, Port
Gibson, and Raymond for addition to Vicksburg National Military Park;

S. 324, A bill to amend the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Development Act to extend to the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park Commission;

S. 864, A bill to designate a Distinguished Flying Cross National Memorial at the March
Field Air Museum in Riverside, California;

S. 883, A bill to authorize National Mall Liberty Fund D.C. to establish a memorial on
Federal land in the District of Columbia to honor free persons and slaves who fought for
independence, liber justice for all during the American Revolution;
pe 05Ty pag b, for el e
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S. 970, A bill to designate additional segments and tributaries of White Clay Creek, in the
States of Delaware and Pennsylvania, as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System; ’

S. 1063, A bill to allow for the harvest of gull eggs by the Huna Tlingit people within
Glacier Bay National Park in the State of Alaska;

S. 1134, A bill to authorize the St. Croix River Crossing Project with appropriate
mitigation measures to promote river values; and

S. 1235, A bill to recognize the memorial at the Navy UDT-SEAL Museum in Fort Pierce,
Florida, as the official national memorial of Navy SEALS and their predecessors.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the
Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 30 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Jake McCook at (202) 224-9313,
jake_mccook@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

.0 USpme

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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May 4, 2011 o
ay o
The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240 P
Dear Secretary Salazar: _
()

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural . -
Resources Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, May 11, 2011, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Offic®
Building. T

»)

()

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the following bills, which pertain to
the Department of the Interior:

S. 114, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to enter into a cooperative
agreement for a park headquarters at San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, to
expand the boundary of the Park, to conduct a study of potential land acquisitions, and for
other purposes;

S. 127, to establish the Buffalo Bayou National Heritage Area in the State of
Texas, and for other purposes;

S. 140, to designate as wilderness certain land and inland water within the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore in the State of Michigan, and for other purposes;

S. 161, to establish Pinnacles National Park in the State of California as a unit of
the National Park System, and for other purposes;

S. 177, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire the Gold Hill Ranch in
Coloma, California;

S. 247, to establish the Harriet Tubman National Historical Park in Auburn, New
York, and the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park in Caroline,
Dorchester, and Talbot Counties, Maryland, and for other purposes;
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S. 279, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to carry out a study to determine the
suitability and feasibility of establishing Camp Hale as a unit of the National Park System;

S. 302, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue right-of-way permits for a
natural gas transmission pipeline in nonwilderness areas within the boundary of Denali
National Park, and for other purposes;

S. 313, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to issue permits for a microhydro
project in nonwilderness areas within the boundaries of Denali National Park and Preserve,
to acquire land for Denali National Park and Preserve from Doyon Tourism, Inc., and for
other purposes;

S. 323, to establish the First State National Historical Park in the State of
Delaware, and for other purposes;

S. 403, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate segments of the
Molalla River in the State of Oregon, as components of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and for other purposes;

S. 404, to modify a land grant patent issued by the Secretary of the Interior;

S. 535, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to lease certain lands within Fort
Pulaski National Monument, and for other purposes;

S. 564, to designate the Valles Caldera National Preserve as a unit of the National
Park System, and for other purposes;

S. 599, to establish a commission to commemorate the sesquicentennial of the
American Civil War;

S. 713, to modify the boundary of Petersburg National Battlefield in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and for other purposes;

S. 765, to modify the boundary of the Oregon Caves National Monument, and for
other purposes;

S. 779, to authorize the acquisition and protection of nationally significant
battlefields and associated sites of the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 under the
American Battlefield Protection Program;

S. 849, to establish the Waco Mammoth National Monument in the State of Texas,
and for other purposes; and

S. 858, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study
to determine the suitability and feasibility of designating the Colonel Charles Young Home
in Xenia, Ohio as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the



Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 30 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact Sara Tucker at (202) 224-6224,
sara_tucker@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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1nited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 19, 2010

The Honorable Barack Obama
President

The Whitc House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Obama:

As we approach the 50" anniversary of the establishment of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge on December 6, 2010, we ask that you grant the Arctic Refuge the strongest possible
protections. In your commendablc decision to declare September 2010 as National Wilderness
Month, you recognized our nation’s “diversc lands, remarkable wildlife, and untamed beauty.”
This proclamation is especially timely as we near the Arctic Refuge’s 50" anniversary — a
significant milestone in our nation’s public lands legacy. The majestic Arctic Refuge is an
American icon. Recent polling shows that two thirds of Americans support stronger protections
for the Refuge. In this historic year, we ask that you grant the Arctic Refuge the strong
protections it deserves.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is truly one of America’s greatest wild places. Its
Coastal Plain hosts an amazing diversity of wildlife including polar bears, grizzly bears,
muskoxen, wolverines, and over a hundred thousand caribou. This “biological heart” of the
Refuge is connected to the entire country, as well as to countries all around the world. Every
year, birds that begin their lives on the Coastal Plain migrate to all 50 states and across six
contincnts, before heading back to the Arctic, where the cycle of life begins again.

The people of the Gwich’in Nation call this area “the Sacred Place where life begins”
because it is vital to their subsistence lifestyle, They, together with other Alaska Native tribes
and Canadian First Nation people, depend on the caribou for food and as a link to their
traditional way of life. Many Inupiat people across the North Slope have voiced opposition to oil
drilling in the Refuge because they are increasingly feeling the cumulative effects of oil and gas
development in the North Slope of Alaska on their subsistence resources and way of life.

On December 6, 1960, during the Eisenhower administration, Interior Secretary Fred
Scaton signed the public land order establishing the 8.9-million-acre Arctic National Wildlife
Range. In a visionary public statement, Secretary Seaton said “l.ooking ahead 50 vears to the
unfolding story of Alaska’s development, it is clear that the only economically feasible
opportunity for maintaining a wilderness frontier large enough for the preservation of the
caribou, the grizzly, the Dall sheep, the wolverine, and the polar bear, all of which require a
sizeable unrestricted range, lies in this northeastern Arctic region of the State.” Since that time,
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MARK UDALL

COLIRATG

WASHINGTOMN, DC 20810
 July 7, 2010

The Hororable Ken Salazar

Secretary of the Interior

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W. e
Washington, D.C., 20240 -

Dear Secretary Salazar,

T know we shwe the same goal of working together to avoid another envuumnentat or cconormc 7
disaster of the type we currently are experiencing in the Gulf of Mexico as a result of the Deepwa-ter -z
Horizon accident. However, an Associated Press report published today alleges troubling faets reggrdm'g:;
further dangers posed by abandoned offshore oil and gas wells in the Guif of Mexico. Th répcrt isof

great concern to me, as I’'m sure it is to you.

‘%,j

According to today’s report, more than 27,000 wells in the Gulf of Mexico are no longer
producing and have been closed or abandoned. Many of these wells were first drilled in the 1940s and
1950s. I am concerned that one or more of these wells could pose additional environmental and economic
stresses in the already damaged Gulf ecosystem. Prior studies by the Government Accountability Office,
the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Minerals Management Service appear to give credence o
these concerns. ~

In light of this information, I wish to raise some questions:

» Does the Department of the Interior agree with the central facts or conclusions drawn by these
reports? If so, which of these abandoned/closed wells are in federal waters, and does the
Department think they are a source of environmental threat?

« What statutory or regulatory obligation does the Departinent have 10 inspect or ensure proper
closure of wells after production has ceased? Are there differences between onshore and offshore
requirements for abandoned or orphaned wells?

o Congress may not have given the Department the full set of tools or resources to properly
understand or respond to these concerns. What additional tools or resources does the Department
need from Congress to ensure that it can meet its obligations and that any unnecessary
environmental or economic risks are addressed?

'While these reports are worrisome, obviously your attention must be completely focused on
stopping the BP oil spill in the Gulf. | will continue to support your efforts. Once the spill is stopped and
any urgent environmental remediation is completed, however, I would urge your Department to quickly
work to address any of the valid issues posed by abandoned wells in the Gulf.

Mark Udall L
United States Senator

MEU/wa
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Howarth, Robert —

From: ludicelio, Fay

Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 3:52 PM

To: Howarth, Robert

Cc: Long, Susan

Subject: FW: Udall letter on inspection of offshore abandoned wells
Attachments: MEU to Sec. Salazar_offshore abandoned wells_7.7.10.pdf

Pls date stamp, enter into system, and task. Thanx

Fay S. ludicello

Director, Office of the Executive
Secretariat and Regulatory Affairs
1849 "C" Street NW MS-7328
Washington, BC 20240-0001
(202) 208-3181 office

(202) 219-2100 fax

(202) 251-0135 cell

From: Urban, Heather

Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 1:55 PM

To: Tudicello, Fay; Mansour, Christopher

Subject: FW: Udall letter on inspection of offshore abandoned wells

From: Adams, Wendy (Mark Udall) [mailto:Wendy_Adams@MarkUdall.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 1:49 PM

To: Urban, Heather

Subject: FW: Udall letter on inspection of offshore abandoned wells

Hi Heather —

Here’s the letter that | mentioned in my voicemail.

Thanks — Wendy

From: Adams, Wendy (Mark Udall)

Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 1:49 PM

To: 'Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov'

Cc: Sozan, Michael (Mark Udall)

Subject: Udall letter on inspection of offshore abandoned wells

Hi Ken -
Attached is the letter from the Senator that Mike mentioned to you earlier today.
Thank you — Wendy

Wendy Adams



Legislative Assistant

Senator Mark Udall

317 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

(202) 224-5941
http://markudall.senate.gov

Follow Mark Udall on Facebook |YouTube | Twitter
Sign up for Mark's Newsletter



United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY
MANAGEMENT, REGULATION, AND ENFORCEMENT
Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Mark Udall 0CT 2 5 2010

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Udall:

Thank you for your letter dated July 7, 2010, to Interior Secretary Salazar, regarding abandoned
wells in Federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico. Specifically, regarding an Associated Press (AP)
report that alleges that as many as 27,000 wells in the Gulf of Mexico that have been closed or
abandoned pose further dangers. As the Director for the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE), I have been asked to respond on his behalf.

You raised questions regarding four issues: 1) whether the Department of the Interior agrees with
the facts and conclusions drawn by the July 7, 2010, AP report referred to in your letter and the
GAO and BOEMRE reports AP referenced; 2) whether the Department believes that the abandoned
wells are an environmental threat; 3) what are the regulations that govern abandoned wells offshore,
as well as onshore; and 4) what additional tools or resources the Department may need to make
certain we continue to meet our regulatory obligations and ensure that unnecessary environmental
and economic risks are addressed. I have enclosed further clarification on decommissioning
regulations (enclosure 1) and specific answers to the questions you raised (enclosure 2).

I also believe it important to clarify some of the issues that were reported by the AP.
Decommissioning regulations require all wells on a lease to be permanently plugged and
abandoned within 1 year after the lease terminates, not within 1 year after the well is temporanly
abandoned. BOEMRE allows the temporary abandonment of wells when it is necessary for
proper development or production from a lease. However, if BOEMRE determines that a
temporarily abandoned well no longer fits the criteria for which temporary abandonment status
was approved or the well poses a hazard to safety or the environment, then the well must be
promptly and permanently plugged and abandoned. We announced on September 15, 2010, a
new Notice to Lessees that clarifies the rules for dealing with those wells and structures that are
in a need of decommissioning. '

Thank you again for writing to express your views on this important issue. If you have
further questions, please contact me at (202) 208-3500 or Ms. Lyn Herdt, Chief, BOEMRE,
Office of Congressional Affairs, at (202) 208-3502.

Slncerely,
/82 /
éf %(87‘?‘%
Michael R Bromwich E’ (
LET L;" Y

Director
Enclosures 2




Enclosure 1
Further Clarification on Outer Continental Shelf Regulations

First, decommissioning regulations at 30 CFR 250.1710 require all wells on a lease to be
permanently plugged and abandoned within 1 year after the lease terminates, not within 1 year
after the well is temporarily abandoned. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation
and Enforcement (BOEMRE) allows the temporary abandonment of wells when it is necessary
for proper development and production from a lease (30 CFR 250.1721 —.1723). For example,
on an operating production platform it is generally not advisable to require companies to cut the
well 15 feet below the mudline due to the close proximity of producing wells. However, if
BOEMRE determines that a temporarily abandoned well no longer fits the criteria for which
temporary abandonment status was approved or the well poses a hazard to safety or the
environment, then the well must be promptly and permanently plugged and abandoned.

Second, regulations require that temporarily abandoned wells, that the operator does not plan to
re-enter, adhere to the exact same standards as permanently abandoned wells with the following

limited exceptions:

e A temporarily abandoned well is not required to sever the casing to 15 feet below the
mudline;

e A temporarily abandoned well is not required to remove the wellhead;

e A temporarily abandoned well is not required to clear the site of debris; and

e A temporarily abandoned well can have a Bridge Plug or 100’ cement plug up to 1000
BML (below mud-line) instead of a 150’ cement plug within 150” of the mudline.



Enclosure 2

Responses to Specific Questions:

Does the Department of the Interior agree with the central facts or conclusions drawn by
these reports?

Response:
The AP story correctly reported that there were over 27,000 abandoned wells in the Federal

waters of the Gulf of Mexico. BOEMRE’s statistics show that there are 23,592 permanently
abandoned wells in the Gulf, as well as 3,701 wells that are in temporary abandonment status.
However, the report infers that many of the temporarily abandoned wells have been “orphaned;”
that is, the operator has walked away from their permanent abandonment obligations. On the
OCS, “abandoned” means that a company has conducted abandonment operations on a well
pursuant to BOEMRE regulations, and it is incorrect to infer that these are “orphan” wells. 1
want to assure you that if a lessee goes bankrupt and there is no other financially viable co-
lessee, then the regulations allow us to call for the forfeiture of the financial assurance provided
to BOEMRE 1n the form of corporate surety bonds, US Treasury Securities, or other acceptable
types of securities. Additionally, former lessee(s) are joint and severally liable for the
decommissioning obligations for all obligations accrued as of the time of the assignment to the
current lessee. So BOEMRE will call upon any one or all of the former co-lessees to fulfill these
obligations and use bond money, if necessary.

If so, which of these abandoned/closed wells are in Federal waters, and does the
Department think they are a source of environmental threat?

Response:
All of the temporary and permanently abandoned wells described above are in Federal waters.

The Federal regulations for well abandonment are found at 30 CFR 250.1710 through 250.1723
and are based on standard engineering practice. With limited exceptions, temporarily abandoned
wells, that the operator does not plan to re-enter, must adhere to the same standards as
permanently plugged and abandoned wells, including the setting of all cement plugs to ensure
isolation of hydrocarbon and sulphur zones, protection of freshwater aquifers, and prevention of
formation fluids within the wellbore migrating to the seafloor. As a result of a recent internal
control review, BOEMRE is developing further guidance for OCS lessees that clarifies the limits
on the length of time temporarily abandoned wells can remain in that status. In general, the
guidance will clarify that if a well(s) is no longer useful for operations associated with the
exploration for or the development of oil, gas, sulphur, or other mineral resources, and there are
no plans to resume operations, or the well(s) is not used as infrastructure to support operations,
then the well(s) must be permanently plugged and abandoned within a prescribed timeframe.

In the few cases where leaks from abandoned wells were detected in the Gulf of Mexico, they
were small and the responsible operator performed remedial work to stop the leak.



What statutory or regulatory obligation does the Departmént have to inspect or ensure
proper closure of wells after production has ceased?

Response:
When production or other lease holding operations as described in 30 CFR 250.180(a)(2) cease

on a lease that is not in its primary term, within the last 180 days of its primary term, or for more
than 180 days and a suspension of production has not been granted or directed by BOEMRE,
then the lease terminates and all well(s) on that lease must be permanently plugged and
abandoned within 1 year (see 30 CFR 250.1710). Regulations describing the requirements for
permanently plugging and abandoning a well(s) are found at 30 CFR 250.1710 through
250.1717.

There is no regulatory requirement for the companies or BOEMRE to inspect the permanently
abandoned wells. However, prior to permanently plugging a well or zone, the lessee must
submit form MMS-124, Application for Permit to Modify, to the appropriate BOEMRE District
Manager for approval (30 CFR 250.1712). This information is required to ensure the lessee
follows the procedures necessary for proper closure of the well. Within 30 days after the lessee
permanently plugs the well, the lessee is required to submit a subsequent report on form
MMS-124 that describes the final well schematic for the plugging and abandonment
requirements listed in 30 CFR 250.1712, as well as a description of the final plugging and
abandonment work, materials used, and, if casing is removed, describe the size, amount, and
casing removal depth (30 CFR 250.1717). BOEMRE carefully reviews and compares the
approved permit plan to the weekly report to confirm that the permanent plugging and
abandonment work is consistent with 'its regulations. If oil sheen is found in the Federal waters
of the Gulf of Mexico, BOEMRE follows its standard procedures to determine its source,
including but not limited to physical inspection of the wells located in the oil sheen area.

Are there differences between onshore and offshore requirements for abandoned or
orphaned wells? '

Response:
The Bureau of Land Management details onshore abandonment responsibilities through their

Onshore Order #2. Although there are minor differences between BOEMRE offshore
regulations and the BLM Order, there are no significant differences for abandonment of offshore
or onshore wells. '

A cursory review of well abandonment requirements for the states of Texas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama reveals that:

The State of Texas has abandonment requirements that are basically the same as the Federal
requirements. The major differences between other Gulf states and the Federal requirements are
the length of the surface plug that is required. In Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, surface
plug requirements are 30 feet, 25 feet, and 25 feet, respectively, whereas Federal offshore
requirements require a 150 foot long surface plug.



Congress may not have given the Department the full set of tools or resources to properly
understand or respond to these concerns. What additional tools or resources does the
department need from Congress to ensure that it can meet its obligations and that any
unnecessary environmental or economic risks are addressed?

Response: :
The Department believes that as BOEMRE increases its level of scrutiny following the

Deepwater Horizon incident that it will need more personnel to review permits, inspect
operations, and to conduct environmental reviews. BOEMRE 1s currently developing
requirements for those resource needs and will make its request know to Congress, if any, for
assistance.
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June 2, 2010

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s hearing on
Thursday, June 17", at 10:00 a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to examine the future of the National Park System and to consider
the recommendations of the National Parks Second Century Commission in its report “Advancing the
National Park Idea.” '

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would be
helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be included in its
entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic
copy as well as 30 printed copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy .senate.gov.

Sincerely,
YT
P ) Mark Udall

-

SR Z2A0r 0l 806847 Chairman

- Subcommittee on National Parks
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MARK UDALL SUITE SH-317
COLORADO ) ) SENATE HART OFFICE BUILDING

Nnited States Senate

{202) 224-5941
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June §, 2010
Secretary Ken Salazar
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Secretary Salazar:

I am writing you to pass on information about a Colorado-based company (Aqua Verde)

“and its capabilities with- regard to cleaning the beaches and waters that have been
devastated by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. While I have not
seen their product in person, my staff has met with the company representatives and we
thought it would be useful to pass this on to the appropriate federal authorities.

The beaches and inland waterways of the Gulf Coast are inundated with oil that is killing
wildlife, destroying wetland habitats and crippling local economies. Representatives
from Aqua Verde would like to assist the cleanup effort in any way possible and they
think they might have an innovative idea that can help.

Founded by Colorado entrepreneurs, Aqua Verde is a small business with experience
filtering petroleum and its byproducts out of water. In fact, Aqua Verde has received
requests for its truck mounted filtration systems from several of the largest oil companies
in the world. '

It is my sincerest hope that the oil spill can be remediated with as little damage and cost

to the American people as possible. With that in mind, perhaps someone at the

Department with appropriate technical expertise can meet with representatives from Aqua
Verde, learn about their technology, and consider how they might be able to help with the
effort. - ‘ ’

Sincerely,

U.S. Senator Mark Udall

ol
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AQUA VERDE, LLC

Aqua Verde has the capacity to deploy a truck-mounted filtration system designed to remove petroleum
and harmful chemicals from water. Originally designed to filter contaminated water produced in oil and
gas drilling operations in the West, Aqua Verde's system can be fully customized to filter water to almost
any specifications and is able to process extraordinarily dirty water.

Aqua Verde's filtration system and technologies are perfectly suited to help clean up high-priority
waterways and beaches that have been contaminated with oil in the Gulf Coast. A few of the highlights:

e Mobility. The entire system fits within a normal sized trailer and is ca pab|e of being transported
on any WS, highway directly to the filtration site. : : L e

e Customization. While the system is already designed specifically to remove oil from water, it can
process water to the necessary specifications to maximize benefits to the environment.

e Sand. The system and other technologies are designed to filter water containing high sediment
levels which means it can clean oily sand and soil.

s Ease of use. Once Aqua Verde’s lead engineer calibrates the system to the necessary
specifications, operators only need to make sure the pump is filled with fuel and the intake
remains unclogged. The system must be taken off line one day per month for recalibration and
cleaning.

¢ Volume. Each unitcan filter up to 4,000 barrels of water per day, regardless of the concentration
of oil, grit or sand.

¢ Deployment. Aqua Verde has one unit built that can be deployed at a moment’s notice. One
more unit currently under construction can be delivered by June 20. Additional units can be
manufactured quickly and deployed directly to the Gulf Coast in the next few months.

Auuaade Tachne Agua'Vivde Techineogy
B dued Wiaer T Fret or Fioduces VWaler Onsite Slokie Tostrent Uni

Contact information: Robert D. Mordini, Ir., Managing Partner
5275 DTC Pkwy. Greenwood Village, CO 80111; 303-786-7600; bmordini@mordiniwatters.com






JEFF BINGAMAN, New Mexico, Chairman
BYRON L. DORGAN, North Dakota LISA MURKOWSKI, Alaska

RON WYDEN, Oregon RICHARD BURR, North Carolina
TIM JOHNSON, South Daketa JOHN BARRASSO, Wyoming
MARY L. LANDRIEU, Louistana SAM BROWNBACK, Kansas
MARIA CANTWELL, Washington JAMES E. RISCH, idaho
ROBERT MENENDEZ, New Jersey JOHN McCAIN, Arizona
BLANCHE L. LINCOLN, Arkansas ROBEAT F. BENNETT, Utah
BERNARD SANDERS, Varmort JIM BUNNING, Kentucky

EVAN BAYH, indiana JEFF SESSIONS, Alabama
DEBBIE STABENOW, Michigan BOB CORKER, Ternsssse
MARK UDALL, Colorado

JEANNE SHAHEEN, New Hampshire

ROBERT M. SIMON, STAFF DIRECTOR
SAM E. FOWLER, CHIEF COUNSEL
MCKIE CAMPEELL, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
KAREN K. B LUFS, REPUBLICAN CHIEF COUNSEL

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

~Wnited Dtates Denate

COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

WasHINGToN, DC 20510-6150

ENERGY.SENATE.GOV

May 10, 2010

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s hearing on
Wednesday, May 19, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the folloWing bills, which pertain to the

Department of the Interior:

S. 349, to establish the Susqueﬁanna Gateway National Heritage Area in the State of

Pennsylvania, and for other purposes;

S. 1596, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire the Gold Hill Ranch in

Coloma, California;

S. 1651, to modify a land grant patent issued by the Secretary of the Interior;

S. 1750, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study of
the General of the Army George Catlett Marshall National Historic Site at Dodona Manor in

Leesburg, Virginia, and for other purposes;

S. 1801, to establish the First State National Historical Park in the State of Delaware, and

for other purposes;

S. 1802 and H.R. 685, to require a Sfudy of the feasibility of establishing the United
States Civil Rights Trail System, and for other purposes;

S. 2953 and H.R. 3388, to modify the boundary of Petersburg National Battlefield in the
Commonwealth of Virginia, and for other purposes;



S. 2976, to designate as wilderness certain land and inland water within the Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore in the State of Michigan, and for other purposes;

S.3159 and H.R. 4395, to amend Public Law 101-377 to revise the boundaries of the
Gettysburg National Military Park to include the Gettysburg Train Station, and for other
purposes; and

S. 3168, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to acquire certain non-Federal Jand in
the State of Pennsylvania for inclusion in the Fort Necessity National Battlefield.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would be
helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be included in its
entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic
copy as well as 30 printed copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing,.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,

david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks

VM 0102 0669814
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April 19, 2010

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

e

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, May 5, 2010, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, ‘

The purpose of the hearing is to review the National Park Service’s implementation of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the
Subcommittee with an electronic copy as well as 40 printed copies of your written testimony at
least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,

david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4971,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

1 y
. s e Mark Udall
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March 2, 2010

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, I would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s hearing on
Wednesday, March 17" at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive téstiihohy on the fOlloWing biHs,V which pertain to the
Department of the Interior:

'S, 553, to revise the authorized route of the North Country National Scenic Trail in
northeastern Minnesota to include existing hiking trails along Lake Superior's north shore and in
Superior National Forest and Chippewa National Forest, and for other purposes;

S. 1017, to reauthorize the Cane River National Heritage Area Commission and expand
the boundaries of the Cane River National Heritage Area in the State of Louisiana;

S. 1018, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to enter into an agreement with
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, Louisiana, to construct a curatorial center for the
use of Cane River Creole National Historical Park, the National Center for Preservation

Technology and Training, and the University, and for other purposes;

| S. 1537, to authorize the.Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Director of the
National Park Service, to designate the Dr. Norman E. Borlaug Birthplace and Childhood Home
in Cresco, lowa, as a National Historic Site and as a unit of the National Park System, and for

other purposes;

. S. 1629, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study of
the archeological site and surrounding land of the New Philadelphia town site in the state of
- Illinois, and for other purposes;



S. 2892, to establish the Alabama Black Belt National Heritage Area, and for other
purposes;

S. 2933, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study to
determine the suitability and feasibility of designating the Colonel Charles Young Home in
Xenia, Ohio, as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes;

S. 2951, to authorize funding to protect and conserve lands contiguous with the Blue
Ridge Parkway to serve the public, and for other purposes; and

H.R. 3804, to make technical corrections to various Acts affecting the National Park
Service, to extend, amend, or establish certain National Park Service authorities, and for other

purposes.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommittee Members to ask questions, it would be
helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be included in its
entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic
copy as well as 35 printed copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,
david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

DEC 1 5 2009

The Honorable Mark Udall
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Udall:

Thank you for your letter of December 4, 2009, to Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack
and me requesting that the Department of the Interior include funding for the Southwest
Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention Act of 2004 in the Fiscal Year 2011 budget.
Identical responses are being sent to the co-signers of your letter.

The Department is currently formulating the FY 2011 budget that will be submitted to
Congress in February 2010. Your request will be given full consideration during the
internal review process. The Department also will consult with the U.S. Forest Service
on this proposal.

I sincerely appreciate your interest in the Department’s budget and look forward to
working with Congress to ensure continued support for our Nation’s natural and cultural

resources.

Sincerely,

W, Salargn

Ken Salazar
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November 20, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources

Committee, 1 would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s hearing on
Thursday, December 3, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on several bills, which pertain to the

Department of Interior:

S. 760, to designate the Liberty Memorial at the National World War I Museum in
Kansas City, Missouri, as the "National World War I Memorial”;

S. 1838, to establish a commission to commemorate the sesquicentennial of the American
Civil War;

S. 2097, to authorize the rededication of the District of Columbia War Memorial as a
National and District of Columbia World War I Memorial to honor the sacrifices made by
American veterans of World War I,

S. 2722, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study to
determine the suitability and feasibility of adding the Heart Mountain Relocation Center, in the
State of Wyoming, as a unit of the National Park System;

S. 2726, to modify the boundary of the Minuteman Missile National Historic Site in the
State of South Dakota, and for other purposes;

S. 2738, to authorize National Mall Liberty Fund D.C. to establish a memorial on Federal
land in the District of Columbia to honor free persons and slaves who fought for independence,
liberty, and justice for all during the American Revolution;
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November 20, 2009
H.R. 1849, to designate the Liberty Memorial at the National World War [ Museum in

Kansas City, Missouri, as the National World War I Memorial, to establish the World War 1
centennial commission to ensure a suitable observance of the centennial of World War 1, and for
other purposes; and

H.R.3689, to provide for an extension of the legislative authority of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund, Inc. to establish a Vietnam Veterans Memorial visitor center, and for other
purposes.

In order to maximize time available for Subcommitiee Members to ask gquestions, it would be
helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be included in its

entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Subcommittee with an electronic
copy as well as 35 printed copies of your written testimony at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202} 224-9863,
david_brooks(@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth at (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

T Sincerely,

Mark Udall

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Parks
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October 27, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On October 22, 20009, I wrote to invite you or your designee to testify at a hearing before
the Subcommittee on National Parks on pending legislation. The hearing is scheduled for
Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 2:30 p.m. in room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

In addition to the previously announced bills, the subcommittee will also be considering H.R. 1287,
a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to enter into a partnershlp with the Porter County
Convention, Recreation and Visitor Commission regarding the use of the Dorothy Buell Memorial
Visitor Center as a visitor center for the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, and for other purposes,
and I would like to invite you or your designee to provide testimony on this additional measure.

In order to maximize the time available for Committee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Committee
with an electronic copy, as well as 30 printed copies of your testimony at least 48 hours in advance
of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,

david _brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar;

Nnited Dtates Senate

COMMITTEE ON
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

WasHINGTON, DC 20510-8150

ENERGY.SENATE.GOV

October 22, 2009

On behalf of the Subcommittee on National Parks of the Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources, 1 would like to invite you or your designee to testify at the Subcommittee’s
hearing on Wednesday, November 4, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate -

Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive testimony on the followiﬁg bills, which pertain to

the Department of the Interior:

S. 1369, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to‘designate‘ segments of the Molalla
River in the State of Oregon, as components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers

System, and for other purposes;

S. 1405, to redesignate the Longfellow National Historic Site, Massachusetts, as the
"Longfellow House-Washington's Headquarters National Historic Site"; ‘

S. 1413, to amend the Adams National Historical Park Act of 1998 to include the Quincy
Homestead within the boundary of the Adams National Historical Park, and for other

purposes;

S.1767 and H.R. 1121, to authorize a land exchange to acquire land for the Blue Ridge
Parkway from the Town of Blowing Rock, North Carolina, and for other purposes; and

H.R. 2802, to provide for an extension of the legislative authority of the Adams Memorial
Foundation to establish a commemorative work in honor of former President John Adams

and his legacy, and for other purposes.

In order to maximize the time available for Committee Members to ask questions, it would
be helpful if you would summarize your written testimony. Your written testimony will be
included in its entirety in the Committee’s printed hearing record. Please provide the Committee



with an electronic copy, as well as 30 printed copies of your testimony at least 48 hours in advance
of the hearing.

If you have any questions, please have your staff contact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863,

david_brooks@energy.senate.gov, or Allison Seyferth (202) 224-4905,
allison_seyferth@energy.senate.gov.

Sincerely,

Mark Udall
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
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Thank you for your support of the BLM’s commitment to the protection of our Nation’s
wilderness resources. If you have further questions, please contact Acting BLM Colorado
State Director David B. Hunsaker at 303-239-3748. '

Sincerely,

Robert V. Abbey
Director








































@Tongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

June 19, 2009
The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our support of Over The River, the temporary work of art that
internationally renowned artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude have proposed to exhibit in
Colorado. We ask that the Department make this project a priority and that the Bureau of Land
Management give a fair, full and expeditious environmental review of the artists’ application.
This project involves suspending 5.9 miles of silvery fabric high above a 40-mile stretch of the
Arkansas River between Cafion City and Salida. It would be exhibited for two weeks, hopefully
during the summer of 2012.

We believe that Over The River has the potential to be of great benefit to the state of
Colorado, both culturally and economically. Estimates by independent researchers have
projected that nearly $200 million in additional spending could flow into the Colorado economy
as a result of this project. Furthermore, Over The River will leave Colorado with a lasting artistic
legacy and will help enhance our state’s growing reputation as a place of cultural excellence.
Even more impressive is the fact that Colorado will reap these benefits without public subsidy or
taxpayer support, as the estimated $50 million cost of Over The River will be entirely funded by
the artists.

This project has received widespread support throughout Colorade, including tourism
organizations, the commercial rafting community, chambers of commerce, economic
development groups, the arts community, and many residents from the Arkansas River Valley
and across the state. A list of some of the supporting organizations and individuals is attached.

We recognize that there are challenges to completing Over The River, particularly as it
relates to traffic and safety. It is important to us that these issues are aired and mitigated before
the work of art will be exhibited. We commend Christo and Jeanne-Claude for requesting a
comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) — as opposed to a less extensive
Environmental Assessment — in order to thoroughly analyze and address the concerns of local
residents. We look forward to reviewing the EIS, and we have confidence that the artists are
willing to take the necessary actions to mitigate the impacts outlined in the final document.
Given Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s track record of sensitivity to environmental and public
concerns, we belicve that the project’s challenges can be addressed and that Over The River can
become a reality.
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We appreciate your office’s hard work on this project. We will look forward to
communicating with you about Over The River in the future as this project continues to move
forward.

Sincerely,

Michael Bennet
U.S. Senate

Diana DeGette . Jafed Polis s
Member of Congress h/énﬂger of Congress
hn Salazar =

Member of Congress

(e Cofﬁnan Ed Perlmutter
Member of Congress Member of Congress




Over The River Supporters

Many organizations have already pledged their support of Over The River. Below is a partial list of
the individuals and organizations that have submitted statements of support to date.

Arkansas River QOuffitters Association

Art Works For the Heart of the Rockies

Canon City Chamber of Commerce

Richard F. Celeste, President of Colorado College

Chaffee County Visitor's Bureau

Colorado Springs Convention and Visitors Bureau

Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center

Colorado Council on the Arts

Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPeR)

Maggie Divelbiss, Executive Director of the Sangre de Cristo Arts Center
Dvorak Expeditions and Bill Dvorak

Fremont Center for the Arts

Fremont County Tourism Council

Dr. Robin Gooldy, Superintendent of Canon City Schools

John W. Hickenlooper, Mayor of the City & County of Denver

The Mountain Mail

Barbara O'Brien, Lieutenant Governor of Colorado

Sangre de Cristo Arts Center Board of Trustees

Doug Shane, Executive Director of the Canon City Chamber of Commerce
Lewis Sharp, Denver Art Museum Director

George Turner, Former Executive Director of the Canon City Chamber of Commerce
Visit Denver, The Convention & Visitors Bureau

Whitewater Adventure Quftfitters
















































