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Jordan, my name is  and I live in Farmington Hills.  I left
you a voice mail on October 8 and again today regarding a $125 citation my
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wife received at Bandalier National Monument for trespassing on October 8
while we were on vacation in New Mexico.  I am asking Congressman Peters to
assist me in removing the citation from my wife's record and preventing us
from having to pay the fine.

We were on the road in New Mexico when we came across a hiking trail on the
side of the road.  There were 7 cars parked in the lot and we decided to
take the hike.  It was a 45 minute walk through a portion of Bandalier
National Monument.  The trail had a sign posted that it was closed but
there were maps available for use and no indication that walking on the
trail was an offense that would be ticketed.  When we got back to the
parking lot an armed National Park Ranger issued us a citation under C.F.R
136 (f) with the offense description of "closure".  He agreed with us that
it was ridiculous but that he was just following orders (he said he was not
getting paid to do this).  When the party after us came to the lot (they
were in their 60s and needed walking sticks to support them) they appeared
to be going to their car and he placed his hand on his gun and ran to catch
them so that they too could receive a citation.  My wife and I were rather
stunned by the aggressive tactics here.  Hard to imagine that our federal
government is treating its citizens as common criminals for taking a walk
on OUR land!  There was no harm done here, no littering, no defacement of
national park lands. Just a few footprints left on the trail.  Indeed, we
are the people who care most about these parks and want to use them.

Another very frustrating aspect is that there is selective enforcement of
the closure regulations.  We travelled throughout Northern New Mexico and
it was very difficult to tell what was closed and what was not.  Some
National Forest land was open, some not.  DOE land was open but it was
difficult to tell where that was.  It was very frustrating as, after we
received the citation, we were very cautious and never knew exactly what
was open and what was not.  Nationally, there has been selective
enforcement as Acadia National Park Rangers are only ticketing motorists or
campers but not hikers.  So if we had been in Acadia we would not have been
ticketed (the road we were on was a public road, we only entered Bandalier
when we started the hike).  As you may be aware, the federal government may
not selectively enforce the law.

What makes us most upset is the fact that this whole situation is a
political chicken game and we, the people that the Congressman works for,
are the losers.  My wife was terribly upset about the citation.  We are law
abiding citizens and given the amount of money we send to Washington each
year did not appreciate being treated the way we were.  It was especially
upsetting given that it was reported that very morning that the
Congressional gym and pool would be kept open during the crisis so that the
legislators could continue to work out each day.

I would appreciate a response from you or Congressman Peters as to what you
or the Congressman will do to help me and my wife resolve this situation.
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<meta http-equiv=3D"Content-Type" content=3D"text/html; charset=3Diso-8859-=
1">
</head>
<body>
<div>Jordan, my name is  and I live in .&nbsp;=
 I left you a voice mail on October 8 and again today regarding a $125 cita=
tion my wife received at Bandalier National Monument for trespassing on Oct=
ober 8 while we were on vacation in New
 Mexico.&nbsp; I am asking Congressman Peters to assist me in removing the =
citation from my wife's record and preventing us from having to pay the fin=
e.&nbsp;
</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>We were on the road in New Mexico when we came across a hiking trail o=
n the side of the road.&nbsp; There were 7 cars parked in the lot and we de=
cided to take the hike.&nbsp; It was a 45 minute walk through a portion of =
Bandalier National Monument.&nbsp; The trail had
 a sign posted that it was closed but there were maps available for use and=
 no indication that walking on the trail was an offense that would be ticke=
ted.&nbsp; When we got back to the parking lot an armed National Park Range=
r issued us a citation under C.F.R 136
 (f) with the offense description of &quot;closure&quot;.&nbsp; He agreed w=
ith us that it was ridiculous but that he was just following orders (he sai=
d he was not getting paid to do this).&nbsp; When the party after us came t=
o the lot (they were in their 60s and needed walking
 sticks to support them) they appeared to be going to their car and he plac=
ed his hand on his gun and ran to catch them so that they too could receive=
 a citation.&nbsp; My wife and I were rather stunned by the aggressive tact=
ics here.&nbsp; Hard to imagine that our federal
 government is treating its citizens as common criminals for taking a walk =
on OUR land!&nbsp; There was no harm done here, no littering, no defacement=
 of national park lands.&nbsp;Just a few footprints left on the trail.&nbsp=
; Indeed, we are the people who care most about
 these parks and want to use them.&nbsp; </div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>Another very frustrating aspect is that there is selective enforcement=
 of the closure regulations.&nbsp; We travelled throughout Northern New Mex=
ico and it was very difficult to tell what was closed and what was not.&nbs=
p; Some National Forest land was open, some
 not.&nbsp; DOE land was open but it was difficult to tell where that was.&=
nbsp; It was very frustrating as, after we received the citation, we were v=
ery cautious and&nbsp;never knew exactly what was open and what was not.&nb=
sp; Nationally, there has been selective enforcement
 as Acadia National Park Rangers are only ticketing motorists or campers bu=
t not hikers.&nbsp; So if we had been in Acadia we would not have been tick=
eted (the road we were on was a public road, we only entered Bandalier when=
 we started the hike).&nbsp; As you may be
 aware, the federal government may not selectively enforce the law.&nbsp; <=
/div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>What makes us most upset is the fact that this whole situation is a po=
litical chicken game and we, the people that the Congressman works for, are=
 the losers.&nbsp; My wife was terribly upset about the citation.&nbsp; We =
are law abiding citizens and given the amount
 of money we send to Washington each year did not appreciate being treated =
the way we were.&nbsp; It was especially upsetting given that it was report=
ed that very morning that the Congressional gym and pool would be kept open=
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 during the crisis so that the legislators
 could continue to work out each day. </div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div>I would appreciate a response from you or Congressman Peters as to wha=
t you or the Congressman will do to help me and my wife resolve this situat=
ion.</div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
<div> </div>
<div>&nbsp;</div>
</body>
</html>
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