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I am writing in regards to the impact that the government
shutdown is having on one area of my District. This ¥s @ﬁ
urgent and critical matter because our local economy is

being harmed and the ability of local officials to provide
essential services is being severely limited.

I have been contacted by the Mayor of Blount County,
Tennessee who is trying to find a way to reopen the

Foothills Parkway and the Cades Cove loop within the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.

October is one of the busiest times for tourism in East
Tennessee with thousands of people coming to the area from
all over the Nation to view the fall foliage which will
soon be at its peak. The economy of this County is heavily
dependent on tourism and these shutdowns are gravely
hurting many individuals and small businesses.

Blount County Mayor Ed Mitchell is especially interested in
two options to resolve this matter.

In one option, the
County is willing to pay those employees responsible for

Cades Cove and the Foothills Parkway to

keep those
facilities open.

If that option is not possible, Mayor Mitchell proposes
that his County be allowed to provide security and
emergency services for the facilities to keep them open.

I am also very concerned about the hardships the closures
place on my constituents who rely on the Foothills parkway
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access homes that are located on remote private lands
located between the Parkway right of way and the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park. They are now forced to take
long detours to get in and out of their neighborhoods.

I also do not understand why the Parkway must also be
closed for local public vehicles such as police, fire and
emergency medical services and school busses that rely on
the Parkway to access private homes in this remote area.
This closure is making it harder for 1local officials to
provide necessary services. 1 worry how the extended
travel times will harm people and homes that require
emergency services.

I look forward to working with you to resolve this matter
s soon as possible.

With kindest regards, I am

Yours truly,

JOHN ¥. DUNCAN, JR.
Member of Congress
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A36

The Honorable John Duncan NOV 142013
Member, U.S. House of Representatives

2207 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-5435

Dear Mr. Duncan:

Your letter, dated October 7, 2013, to Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell regarding your desire
to work with the National Park Service (NPS) to reopen Great Smoky Mountains National Park
during the federal government partial shutdown has been forwarded in late October to the
Southeast Regional Office of the NPS for a response.

Now, of course, the partial shutdown is over and all national park units are open to the public. As
you know, we successfully worked with the state of Tennessee and county and municipal
governments to have Great Smoky Mountains before the shutdown ended. Thank you for your
continued support of the NPS and, in particularly, the Smokies.

Sincerely,

Stan Austin
Regional Director
Southeast Region
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October 1, 2013

Jonathan B. Jarvis

Director - National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW

Washington D.C. 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

I am deeply concerned by the barriers that have been erected by the National Park
Service (NPS) surrounding America's treasured memorials and monuments in Washington D.C.
The World War II Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and the Korean War Veterans
Memorial are all open-air monuments that the public has constant access to regardless of the
presence of NPS personnel. ‘

As funding lapsed for the federal government at midnight on October 1, the NPS used
taxpayer dollars in the form of time, personnel, and resources to stop American veterans from
visiting a memorial that they fought and many of their friends died for. The decision to prevent
our veterans from accessing a memorial honoring their service is a regrettable mistake and one
that [ hope was not politically motivated.

I believe that it is absolutely ridiculous that barriers have been placed on a sidewalk in
order to force the closure of an open-air park. Therefore, earlier today, I joined nearly 100
World War II veterans who did not let blockades put in place by the NPS stop them from
entering the open-air World War Il Memorial.

It is my understanding that the House of Representatives will soon be voting on the Open
Our National Parks and Museums Act, a bill that will provide funding to keep America's national
parks and memorials open to the public. T urge you to call on the United States Senate and
implore them to pass this bill immediately.

I believe that all our American heroes who fought and served our great nation, as well as
all American citizens, should be allowed to visit the memorials built to commemorate their
sacrifice as well the sacrifice of their loved ones. I hope you honor them and their service by
encouraging Congress and the President to reopen our nation's parks, monuments, and
memorials.

’gf VQJ Rep. Huizenga
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Hon. Jonathan B. Jarvis
Director

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Director Jarvis:

I am writing on behalf of the Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts & Culture, Inc. (“the
Partnership”), a nonprofit organization in my congressional district, regarding the closure of
Glen Echo Park due to the federal government shutdown.

The attached letter from the Partnership’s Executive Director outlines this matter in
detail. As you may know, Glen Echo’s programs and facilities are operated by Montgomery
County, Maryland and the Partnership. No federal funds are used to pay for programs or
staffing, so it is unclear why the Park must be closed. Ms. Boerner’s letter describes the
significant damages that will be incurred if the closure continues into this weekend.

It is important to note that Fort Mason Center in San Francisco, after which the
Partnership and its relationship to Glen Echo Park were modeled, remains open and operating
during the shutdown.

[ would appreciate your reviewing the attached letter and giving serious consideration to
the Park’s request for an exemption from closure. Please direct all correspondence to me at the
following address:

51 Monroe Street, Suite 507
Rockyville, MD 20850
FAX: (301) 424-5992

If you need additional information, please contact Lindsay Camacho in my Rockville
office at (301) 424-3501 or by email at lindsay.camacho@mail.house.gov.

Thank you for your assistance with this time-sensitive matter.

Chris Van Hollen
Member of Congress

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



Camacho, Lindsay

From: kboerner@glenechopark.org [mailto: kboerner@glenechopark.org]
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 4:05 PM

To: Camacho, Lindsay; Kleinman, Joan

Cc: Morningstar, Sara; Dise, David E.; Allan Stevens; Michael Bobbitt; Michael Burack
Subject: GLEN ECHO PARK AND GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

Importance: High

Dear Lindsay & Joan:

Please convey to Congressman Van Hollen that we are very dismayed with the closure of Glen Echo Park — especially in light of
how we compare to the entities listed below.

Glen Echo Park's programs and facilities are operated by Montgomery County and by the Glen Echo Park Partnership —no
federal funds are used to pay for our programs or staffing. We would like to continue NOT using federal money to operate the
programs and continue to deliver services to our constituents.

We highly value the National Park Service staff who work here and their contributions to the Park, but also want to stipulate
that our programs operate independent of the NPS involvement, although we are on federal property.

The closure threatens the existence of our presenting groups and artists, threatens the nonprofit that runs the Park and
denies programming to thousands of people. Itis a self-imposed closure by the National Park Service —one which the NPS
could opt not to enforce given the private nature of most of the programming here. | cite the following examples:

Fort Mason (which we were modeled after) is open for business in San Francisco
Ford's Theater is open

Kennedy Center is open

Smithsonian is allowing non-federally funded staff to come in (trust fund salaried)

Given that the rationale for their remaining open is that they do not use federal funds to operate, we feel that same rationale
should be applied to Glen Echo Park.

We will lose tens of thousands of dollars this weekend:

Adventure Theater-MTC Performances $4000 per performance X 5 = $20,000
Puppet Co. Performances $3000 per performance X 4 = $12,000

Wedding Rental $5,000

Dance Events in ballroom and Bumper Car Pavilion $22,000 in revenues

Arts Classes — $8,000 in lost revenues over the weekend

Total revenue to be lost over the two day weekend: $67,000

The impact on our small organizations will continue to climb as we get into multiples days or weeks of closure. Adventure
Theater-MTC has $7,000 in school field trips planning for next week as an example.

WE URGE CONGRESSMAN VAN HOLLEN TO SEEK AN EXEMPTION FOR GLEN ECHO PARK FROM THE NATIONAL PARKS
CLOSURE — we are essentially County and nonprofit operated and do not require federal funds to continue our operations.

I am including my colleagues on this email who operate programs at the Park, our Board President and representatives of
Montgomery County.



Glen Echo Park is different from other parks and has a very delicate financial ecosystem — we ask that you take this into
consideration and that the NPS be asked to acknowledge that the bulk of operations are paid for with non federal funds.

Thank you.

Regards,

Katey Boerner

Executive Director

Glen Echo Park Partnership for Arts & Culture, Inc.
7300 MacArthur Blvd.

Glen Echo, MD 20812

Tel. 301-634-2225

Fax. 301-634-2260

www.glenechopark.org
kboerner@glenechopark.org




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
National Capital Region
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.

IN REPLY REFER TO: Washington, D.C. 20242

1.A.1. NCR-GWMP)

October 30, 2013

Honorable Chris Van Hollen
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
51 Monroe Street, Suite 507
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Mr. Van Hollen:

Thank you for your letter of October 2, 2013, concerning the Glen Echo Park Partnership for
Arts and Culture (GEPPAC), regarding the closure of Glen Echo Park during the recent federal
government shutdown. It is worth noting, during the federal government shutdown, the
Washington Office of the National Park Service (NPS) reviewed all park concessions and
cooperators nationally to consider the possibility of allowing operations to continue on a case-
by-case basis. The NPS managers at George Washington Memorial Parkway were involved in,
but had not completed, this review process when the federal government re-opened.

As you know, Glen Echo Park and the buildings within the boundary are all federally owned as
part of the national park system. The current management structure of the park, developed
through a cooperative agreement, originally signed between the NPS and Montgomery County,
Maryland, in 1999 and updated during 2002, provided for the creation of a designated
management entity (GEPPAC) to meet a specific goal of the NPS to provide the public a multi-
use Park centered on the arts and humanities (2002 Cooperative Agreement, Article 1,
Background and Objectives).

The letter from GEPPAC Executive Director, Katey Boerner, does a great job of highlighting the
diverse activities that happen in the park. It also makes a general comparison between Glen
Echo Park and Fort Mason in San Francisco, which remained open during the shutdown.
However, there are distinct differences between Glen Echo Park and Fort Mason. As an
example, Fort Mason operates through a lease agreement with Golden Gate National Recreation
Area, not a partnership cooperative agreement, as in the case of Glen Echo Park. Many of the
provisions in the cooperative agreement between Montgomery County and the NPS are not the
same as the leasing agreement between Fort Mason and the NPS. While federal funds are not
used to pay for the partnership’s programs or their staffing, federal funds are used for specific
NPS daily responsibilities highlighted in the cooperative agreement.



These responsibilities include, and are not limited to, grounds maintenance, interpretation of the
park as a historic site, law enforcement, resource protection, special use permits and traffic
control. These important responsibilities would not have been met if Glen Echo Park and
GEPPAC remained open during the federal government shutdown.

Shared boundaries between NPS areas add another level of complexity to the operations at Glen
Echo Park. The main parking lot used by visitors to Glen Echo Park is also located within the
boundary of Clara Barton National Historic Site. Leaving Glen Echo Park open would have
provided visitors unmonitored access to the Clara Barton National Historic Site property at a
time when that park area was also closed to public use.

If you have any further questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me or
Superintendent Alex Romero at (703) 289-2500.

Sin

. Whitesell
Regional Director
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The Honorable Jonathan Jarvis
Director

National Park Service

1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

Through this letter, the Committee on Natural Resources (“Committee”) requests that the
National Park Service (“Park Service”) take steps as necessary to keep and not destroy
documents related to the decision this week to restrict public access to the National World War 11
Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the Korean Veterans Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, and other open-air monuments, memorials, and

parks in the Washington, D.C., region. The Committee expects to soon send a formal document
request as a follow up to this letter.

The Committee is also considering conducting an oversight hearing in the near future to
better understand the Park Service’s closures, as well as the resources and staff time used to erect
physical barriers to keep out veterans and other members of the American public from visiting
these open-air sites. The World War II Memorial and other open-air sites are ordinarily
accessible to visitors 24-hours a day, 365 days a year, and are normally staffed by Park Service
rangers only from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm, with visitors able to tour the sites throughout the day
and night. However, the Park Service has now determined these sites must be closed to all
visitors at all times due to the lapse in appropriations.

In response to considerable public outcry against the decision to ban veterans and others
from these sites, the Park Service today reversed course and announced it will permit certain
veterans groups to visit and exercise their First Amendment rights at the World War II Memorial.
It remains unclear whether other veterans groups and members of the public will be allowed to
visit and exercise their First Amendment rights at the other open-air memorials and sites across
the capital area that are currently closed. It is imperative that the Park Service remove the
barriers and allow the American public to resume visiting these open-air memorials, monuments,
and parks without further delay.

http://naturalresources.house.gov



According to news reports earlier today, a Park Service spokesperson said the White
House Office of Management and Budget ordered the Park Service to take such extraordinary
steps as blockading public sidewalks and access roads around these memorials, suggesting the
outrageous closure decision was made in order to make the current lapse in appropriations as
conspicuous and painful to the public as possible.

The Park Service’s earlier statements that such closures were necessary to protect the
monuments and memorials and were required by law seem especially dubious given these
reports and the Park Service’s failure to take similar steps previously or at less visible Park
Service sites in the capital area. For example, the Park Service did not close the Lincoln
Memorial during the lapse in appropriations in 1996 and, in 2011, protestors were allowed to
take over and occupy Park Service sites in the District of Columbia, some of which were
damaged at considerable taxpayer cost. Here, the Park Service’s decision to barricade the open-
air memorials from veterans and other Americans flies in the face of common sense, given their
interest in visiting memorials that honor their service and sacrifice to the country.

Among the issues of most concern to the Committee are whether the Park Service
discussed or considered alternatives to actively excluding the public from these open-air sites,
including allowing access to previously scheduled visits by veterans groups; whether direction or
guidance came from the Department of the Interior or the Office of Management and Budget to
actively restrict public access to these sites; the staff time and costs associated with the transport,
erection, and maintenance of the barriers, including whether the barriers are owned or rented by
the Park Service; the staff time and costs associated with trash removal from these sites,
including any differences between such costs and the costs related to installing and maintaining
the barricades; the staff time and costs associated with patrolling and securing these sites prior to
and during their closure; the cost to operate these sites during overnight hours; and law
enforcement policies and actions concerning trespass on the National Mall and other open-air
monuments, memorials and parks throughout the capital region.

It is expected that the Park Service will cooperate with the Committee’s oversight by not
destroying potentially responsive records and providing records to the Committee upon request.

Sincerely,

Doc Hastings Rob Bishop

Chairman, Chairman,

Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands

and Environmental Regulation
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Mr. Dan Smith
Superintendent
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1000 Colonial National Historic Parkway
Yorktown, VA 23690-0210

Dear Mr. Smith:

It has come to my attention that the National Park Service has ordered concessioners who operate
within Colonial National Historic Park property to close their doors and cease business operations
during the current lapse in federal appropriations.

It is unfortunate that the National Park Service has taken steps to compe! businesses to close their
doors during this important tourist season, I agsure you that 1 have and will continue to support
efforts to fund the government, with the House of Representatives taking action yesterday to vote

to fund the National Park Service and ensure our nation’s monuments and parks remain open to

the public.

I write to ask that you would treat all tenants within National Park Service property the same by

allowing businesses to open and serve their customers, just like | am able to serve my

constituents. ] appreciate your timely consideration of this matter and pleasg free to contact me

for any further needed conversations. Thank you for your service to our nation.

RIW/br

Sincerely

Robeft Wittman
Menfber of Congress
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U.S. Department of the Interior
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Dear Ms. Hackett:

I am writing to bring to your attention the correspondence of Ms. Elizabeth Kostelny,
Executive Director of Preservation Virginia. Director Kostelny has informed me that the
National Park Service is denying access to private property at Historic Jamestowne,
resulting in significant negative economic impact.

It is unfortunate that the National Park Service has taken steps to compel private
operations to close their doors during this important tourist season. I assure you that
have and will continue to support efforts to fund the government, with the House of
Representatives taking action recently 1o vote to fund the National Park Service and
ensure our nation’s monuments and parks remain open to the public.

I write to ask that you would treat all tenants and private property owners within National
Park Service property the same by allowing businesses and non-profits to open and serve
their customers, just like | am able to serve my constituents. I appreciate your timely
consideration of this matter and please free to contact me for any further needed
conversations, Thank you for your service to our nation.

Sincerely,

Rotkrt Wittman
Member of Congress

RIW/br
Enclosure
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PRESERVATION VIRGINIA

8 October 2013

The Honorable Rob Wifiman

US House of Representatives

2454 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Rep. Wittman:

(| am wriling to ask your assistance. As you know, Preservation Virginia is a partner with
Colonial National af Historic Jamestowne. Our organization has owned 22.5 acres at Historic
Jamestowne since 1893, Our private property is surrounded by NPS Jand. We share the gate
entry area.

Due to the government shut down, guests are being denied access to our private

property. During the 1980 shutdown, we were able 10 continue operations on our property and
collect fees for our site only. This time, we were told that the Director's orders would not allow
this flexibility. The shutdown is having sericus consequences for our non-profit. Since October
1. we have lost approximately $48,000 fo $56,000 in revenue ($5,000 to $7,000 per day).
Additionally, we were not able to bring a group of potential donars to visit the site last

week. This adds up to a double hit on both the earned and philanthropic side.

Our afforney believes that the 1856 Agreemenl, that outlines the rights and relationship between
Preservation Virginia and the NPS, provides that public access to our property cannot be denied
and that we should be able to remain opsn to the public. At this time, there is no one to appeal
to with the NPS shut down. We are putting a plan into place to open on 9 Oclober. After
entering the front gales, guests will be allowed to only visit Preservation Virginia property—the
archeeological dig, the 17 century Church Tower and the Voorhees Archaearium. We will put
barriers in place to protect entry to the NPS property.

From a Virginla Gazette articls, | understand that you are working towards an exemption for the
Carrot Trae in Yorktown. ls lhere any way you can help us as well? | fear that if the shutdown
cantinues or if our plan to re-open our portion of the site to guests is blocked, the continuad loss
of revenue will require us to furiough staff to necessarily reduce sxpenses.

Thank you for your consideration and your service to this nation under these difficult
circumsiances,

Sincerely,

e iy,

Execulive Director

PRESERAVATION VIRGINIA
204 West Franklln Street = Richmond, Virginiz 23220-6012 + 804.648.188% = (f) 804,775.0202 + www.preservationvirginia.org
Connecling people and resources to ensure the continued vitality of Virginla's historic places
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Jonathan Jarvis

Director, National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington DC 20240

Director Jarvis:

I write on behalf of a family from my district who recently received a citation from the National
Park Service while visiting Bandalier National Monument on October 8™,

It is my understanding that due to the government shutdown, all national parks are closed. While
these constituents observed a sign indicating the Monument was closed, there were maps
available for use and no notice that walking on the trail was an offense. The various closure and
enforcement policies at federal lands in New Mexico have resulted in a confusing situation for
those who wish to enjoy these spaces. Closure of amenities and programming was expected, but
receiving a citation for hiking on a trail accessible from a public road was not.

These particular constituents traveled over 1,500 miles to see Bandalier National Monument.
trust many other Americans remain in similar situations and on trips that had been planned
months in advance. Our national parks and public lands are a national treasure. I am disappointed
to see that access to open-air spaces and parks is being denied and punished.

I ask that the Service reconsider citations issued for the sole offense of being on National Park
Service land during the government shutdown. While I understand the Service’s need to protect
public lands and maintain public safety, fines and citations on the record of hikers and outdoor
enthusiasts serve only to discourage the use of these national treasures. Those who wish to visit
public lands are victims of the shutdown, not criminals.

Thank you for your consideration.

Gary C. Peters
Member of Congress
DISTRICT OFFICE WASHINGTON OFFICE
400 Monroe Street Suite 290 1609 Longworth House Oifice Building
Dretroit, MT 48226 Washington, DC 20515

(313) 964-9960 {202) 225-5802
FAX (313} 964-9959 ) . FAX (202) 226-2356
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Jordan, my name is M and I live in Farmington Hills. I left
you a voice mail on d again today regarding a $125 citation my



wife received at Bandalier National Monument for trespassing on October 8
while we were on vacation in New Mexico. I am asking Congressman Peters to
assist me in removing the citation from my wife's record and preventing us
from having to pay the fine.

We were on the road in New Mexico when we came across a hiking trail on the
side of the road. There were 7 cars parked in the lot and we decided to
take the hike. It was a 45 minute walk through a portion of Bandalier
National Monument. The trail had a sign posted that it was closed but
there were maps available for use and no indication that walking on the
trail was an offense that would be ticketed. When we got back to the
parking lot an armed National Park Ranger issued us a citation under C.F.R

136 (f) with the offense description of "closure". He agreed with us that
it was ridiculous but that he was just following orders (he said he was not
getting paid to do this). When the party after us came to the lot (they

were in their 60s and needed walking sticks to support them) they appeared
to be going to their car and he placed his hand on his gun and ran to catch
them so that they too could receive a citation. My wife and I were rather
stunned by the aggressive tactics here. Hard to imagine that our federal
government is treating its citizens as common criminals for taking a walk
on OUR land! There was no harm done here, no littering, no defacement of
national park lands. Just a few footprints left on the trail. 1Indeed, we
are the people who care most about these parks and want to use them.

Another very frustrating aspect is that there is selective enforcement of
the closure regulations. We travelled throughout Northern New Mexico and
it was very difficult to tell what was closed and what was not. Some
National Forest land was open, some not. DOE land was open but it was
difficult to tell where that was. It was very frustrating as, after we
received the citation, we were very cautious and never knew exactly what
was open and what was not. Nationally, there has been selective
enforcement as Acadia National Park Rangers are only ticketing motorists or
campers but not hikers. So if we had been in Acadia we would not have been
ticketed (the road we were on was a public road, we only entered Bandalier
when we started the hike). As you may be aware, the federal government may
not selectively enforce the law.

What makes us most upset is the fact that this whole situation is a
political chicken game and we, the people that the Congressman works for,

are the losers. My wife was terribly upset about the citation. We are law
abiding citizens and given the amount of money we send to Washington each
year did not appreciate being treated the way we were. It was especially

upsetting given that it was reported that very morning that the
Congressional gym and pool would be kept open during the crisis so that the
legislators could continue to work out each day.

I would appreciate a response from you or Congressman Peters as to what you
or the Congressman will do to help me and my wife resolve this situation.
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<div>What makes us most upset is the fact that this whole situation is a po=
litical chicken game and we, the people that the Congressman works for, are=
the losers.é&nbsp; My wife was terribly upset about the citation.é&nbsp; We =
are law abiding citizens and given the amount
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during the crisis so that the legislators
could continue to work out each day. </div>

<div>&nbsp;</div>

<div>I would appreciate a response from you or Congressman Peters as to wha=
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Bandelicr National Monument
t5 Entrance Road
l.os Alamos, New Mexico 87544-9508

ENREPLY REFER T¢)

W3415(BAND)

NOV 21 2013 E

Congressman Gary C, Pelers
1609 Longwarth Housge Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Peters,

During the Government Shutdown of 2013 all National Parks and Monuments were closed to
include Bandelier National Monument. Within 24 hours of the shutdown, Bandelier Rangers had
posted all public trailheads and roads and placed physical barricades across all trailhead entries
including the Tsankawi arca that the Shrosbree’s entered. As you can sce [rom the attached
photo of the Tsankawi trailhead, and noted by Mr. Shrosbree, there was obvious and adequate
signage that this area was not open and available 1o the public.

During the shutdown, Bandelier Rangers contacted over 100 people who had either entered the
Monuament illegally, had questions regarding the closure, or were loaking for areas that were
apen and available to them for hiking or viewing, Of these 100-plus contacts, 20 were issued
violation notices simiiar to Ms. Shrosbree; 33 received either written or verbal warnings; and the
remainder were provided with information and directed to open State and fribal arcas, The only
Park visitors who recejved citations were those who knowingly and obviously distegarded the
signage and made the choice to take a risk that they would avoid detection.

The decision (hat “open air” spaces needed 10 be closed is easily understood for Bandelier. The
Menument was e¢stablished {o protect the more than 3,300 ancestral Puebloan cultural sites.
Tsankawi is an area that is rife with caveats and has a very large Pueblo ruin on top of the mesa.
This area is vulnerable to vandalism primarily in the form of graffid in the cavates and
scavenging of artifacts, and the Monument deters this inapprepriate behavior by the use of
regular roving patrols. Additionally, there is a publie restroom, a fee machine, and fountains that
require daily maintenance when in use. With no maintenance or custodial staff on duty during
the shutdown, maintaining infrastructure and irash collection is problematic and establishes a
range of unacceptable risks ro resources and visitors. While Mr. Shrosbree and his wife may
well bave been exemplary in their behavior on their iliegal hike, not everyone has the same
respect for our national treasures.




The Ranger who issued Ms. Shrosbree the citation has never been known for being an
“aggressive” ranger. Ranger Khan has always treated visitors fairly, and during his threc-year
tenure at Bandelier, he has never received a complaint until this interaction. Ranger Khan
related that both Ms. Shrosbree and Mr. Shrosbree had disvegarded the closure and made the
decision te hike regardless of obvious signage; a point Mr, Shrosbree freely states in his letter (o
you. Raiher than being aggressive, Ranger Khan used his discretion and showed compassion by
offering to only issue a ticket to one of the couple. It was their decision to have Ms. Shrosbree
accept the one citation.

As Superintendent, it is my policy and practice to trust and support reagonable decisions made by
staflf including Law Enforcement Rangers. Idid personally investigate this matler and consulied
with the Chief Ranger as to if there was any compelling reason such as misconduet by Ranger
Khan or a mistake made in issuing the citation. It is my position that this citation is valid and
that the Ranger was well within his authority to {ssue. Furthermore, my assessment is that the
Ranger was sympathelic to the situationt by ouly issuing the one citation to the couple.

1t is my regret that the Shrosbrees vacation and planned visit to Bandelier was impacted by a
closure of the Monurent and the National Park Service during the 2013 Government Shuidows,

Syberintendent

Attachment
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FA = From the Office of
o OHN THUNE
' United States Senator

n;: 12224230 » Fax 202228542

DATE: 2013-10-07
NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING COVER:3 |

TO: Director Joqathon Jarws
FAX NUMBER: 202- 21911910

FROM: Senator John Thune - o ,
RE Mount Rushmore Natlonal Memorlal )

Please accept this |etter from Senator John Thune
regarding the closure of the Mount Rushmore |
National Memorial in the Black Hills of South ?
Dakota. |
If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact either myself

(danielle _hanson@thune.senate.gov) or Lynn

Tjeerdsma (lynn tieerdsma@thune.senate.gov). |
Thank you, 1

‘Danielle Hanson

'Legislative Correspondent | Office of U.S. Senator John Thune
‘511 Dirksen Senate Office Building | Washington, DC 20510
Office: (202) 224-2321 | Fax: (202) 228-5429
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JOHN THUNE COMMITTEES
SOUTH DAKOTA AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION & FORESTRY
COMMERCE, SCIENCE & TRANSPORTATICN

Wnited States Senate o

hitp://www.thune.senate.gov
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4105

Oclober 7, 2013

Jonathan Jarvis

Director, National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

I am writing concerning Mount Rushmore National Memorial in the Black Hills of South
Dakota.

T understand that the State of South Dakota was denied a request for permission to use state
personnel and resources to continue certain operations at Mount Rushmore during the current
partial government shutdown because it is a federal facility. We have also received reports that
National Park Service (NPS) personnel closed access to scenic overlooks and Mount Rushmore
viewing areas located on property that is under the jurisdiction of the State of South Dakota.

As you may know, the Mount Rushmore Society operates the parking facility at Mount
Rushmore National Memorial under a concessions contract with the NPS. The park
concessionaire, Xanterra Parks and Resorts, operates both the dining and shopping facilities at
Mount Rushmore National Memorial.

Respectful of the federal facility implications of certain portions of the Mount Rushmore
National Memorial that the NPS has indicated cannot be handed over to the State of South
Dakota, I encourage you to allow the non-federal facilities serviced and operated by the Mount
Rushmore Society and Xanterra Parks and Resorts, which specifically include the parking garage
and restaurant and gift shop, to resume operations immediately.

if you determine that the NPS caunot allow these privately operated facilities at Mount
Rushmore to resume operations, I respectfully request that you provide me with the specific
statutory or regulatory authority that prohibits these facilities from reopening even though the
partial government has not ended.

320 NORTH MAIN AVENUE 13 ST MAIN 5 320 SOUTH 18T STREET
SUNE B RRMIS STy, Sh Bt |

SUITE 101
SIQUX FALLS, SD 57104 605) 348-7551 ABERDEEN }.o 57401
(805) 334-9596 s {605) 2255823
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[ also request specific answers to the following questions:

1. Inthe days following the start of the partial government shutdown, did NPS personnel
pringscunstoiton cones or otfier Barricades along state highways that blocked access to
state-controlled areas commonly used to view Mount Rushmore?

2. If so, who instructed NPS personnel to block access to viewing areas that are not under
the jurisdiction of the NPS? '

3. Was permission requested from the applicable entity or entities by NPS to place
construction cones or barricades in areas that blocked access to land not under the
jurisdiction of the NPS?

4, What authority, if any, does the NPS have to block public access to areas that are not
under the jurisdiction of the national park system?

Due to the time-sensitive nature of this request, please respond to this letter no later than three
business days from the date of this letier, or by Thursday, October 10, 2013.

Thank you for consideration of this request, and please do not hesitate to contact me or my office
with any questions.

? JOHN THUNE
&  United States Senate
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Jonathan B. Jarvis \M_\ )

Director - National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW

Washington D.C. 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

As you are no doubt aware, the closure of select open-air monuments and park service
units during the ongoing partial government shutdown has been a cause of great concern for the
public,

In particular, the barricades erected around open-air sites like the World War I1, Korean
War, and Vietnam War memorials served to inconvenience countless veterans travelling to
Washington, D.C. as part of honor flights from around the country.

It is our understanding that specific park closures were determined according to the
Contingency Plan for Operations in the Absence of FY 2014 Appropriations dated September 26,
2013. The National Park Service section of that plan clearly states that:

All concession operated services and facilities would be closed unless they are deemed
essential for health and safety reasons, are needed to support on-going excepted NPS
activities or are located in urban areas where full NPS law enforcement coverage is
continued due to the inability to control visitor access.

These urban, open-air memorials seem to be precisely the type of exception outlined in
the Department’s plan and, as such, should remain open to the public,

Due to the continued lack of consistent implementation of this plan, we would like a
better understanding of the process that led to these decisions. Please respond to the following
questions:

1. Multiple lower profile open-air memorials and areas remain open on the National Mall
and around the National Capital Region. What factors were considered when the
determination was made to close some areas, while leaving others open?

2. During the partial government shutdown of 1995 and 1996 the currently closed
memorials on the National Mall remained open. What were the contributing factors to
this change in NPS policy?

3. What is the cost to operate an open-air site such as the World War II Memorial on a
typical day? How much is the National Park Service saving per day at that memorial by
operating in its current “shutdown” posture?

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




4, What is the estimated total cost to install barricades and patrol the perimeter of each
open-air memorial and area during the shutdown. What is the total cost to breakdown
and remove all barricades once normal operations resume?

5. On multiple occasions since the shutdown began, members and staff have counted as
many as seven NPS employees on-site at the World War II Memorial. How many NPS
staff members are assigned to these memorials during a normal shift?

6. Initially, NPS logo signs were posted at each of the closed memorials indicating that the
area was closed due to the government shutdown. On the second day of the shutdown the
signs were removed and replaced with new, non-logo signs simply stating that “This site
is closed”, Why were the original signs replaced and who requested the change? How
much did it cost to remove and replace these signs?

We look forward to your tesponse and stand ready to work with the National Park
Service to ensure that the American people aren’t unnecessarily burdened during the ongoing

federal government shutdown.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,
%% Ml-o0L @/\»ﬂ gﬁ&«u
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Congress of the United States
Washinoton, BC 20515

October 9, 2013
OCT 1 7 2013

Mr. Jonathan Jarvis, Director
US National Park Service
1849 C St NW, Room 7256
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis,

The National Park Service’s (NPS) stated mission is to “preserve unimpaired the natural and
cultural resources and values of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and
inspiration of this and future generations." The NPS has a long-standing tradition of ignoring
politics, and ensuring that all Americans may access their treasured landscapes. We applaud this
long-established role for the NPS, and hope it will continue in the future.

We write today, however, with great concern that the NPS is violating this non-partisan tradition,
and blatantly politicizing who gets access to public facilities during the government shutdown.
The NPS is permitting certain political activities by special interests friendly to the White House
on publiic lands, but ensuring that ordinary citizens are denied entry to NPS facilities in
Washington, DC and throughout the country. Recently, it has come to our attention that the NPS
permitted immigration activists to conduct a rally on the National Mall yesterday, but stopped
others from accessing the land that they own." The set up of a stage and sound equipment on the
National Mall began at least one day in advance of the rally. Is it NPS policy that only those
exercising their First Amendment rights in a mass demonstration may access our public lands at
certain arbitrary times? Please include the specific criteria, if any, that the NPS uses to determine
who is and who is not exercising their right to free speech.

The Administration has publicly blamed the government shutdown for the closure of the
National Mall, even though it is open-air. The World War II Memorial is normally opened 24-
hours a day with no staff supervising, and yet, you chose to lock out World War Il veterans from
their memorial last week. Actions taken by the NPS over the past eight days prove that the
politics of the government shutdown are the paramount concern, rather than the implementation
of policies that benefit the people during this interim period.

Additionally, we have seen reports of armed Park Service personnel forcing senior citizens to
stop photographing wildlife at Yellowstone National Park, and then locking them in their hotel.?
These same seniors were then ordered to leave Yellowstone without even stopping at privately
owned restrooms throughout the park. Another news story highlighted a jogger in Valley Forge
National Historical Park who was given a $100 fine for running on the Park’s publicly owned

! hitp://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2013/10/08/immigration-rally-goes-forward-on-mall/
2 hitp://www.eagletribune.com/local/x 14425803 53/Gestapo-tactics-meet-senior-citizens-at-Yellowstone
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trails.” Even worse, homeowners at the Lake Mead National Recreation Area have been forced to
leave their houses because they sit on federal land.* The NPS is also preventing tourists in South
Dakota from simply pulling to the side of the road to take pictures of Mount Rushmore.’ It costs
far more to place barricades and armed police around monuments and private residences than to
leave these spaces open. The new precedent set by the NPS is harmful, fiscally irresponsible, and
violates its non-partisan tradition.

Public lands are owned by all the people. They have a right to their continued use. Using
taxpayer funded spaces as a means to advance the White House’s favored interests, while closing
off admission to ordinary Americans not engaged in political activities, is morally reprehensible.
This behavior exemplifies what is wrong with Washington. The people of this country deserve
better than political appointees dictating who wins and who loses in a government shutdown
based on partisan beliefs.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely, 2

Steve Pearce Cynthia Lummis
Member of Congress Member of Congress
aul Gosar Mark Amodei
Member of Congress Member of Congress
e~
Scott Tipton Paul Broun
Member of Congress Member of Congress
WWalter Jones !
Member of Congress Member of Congress

? http://www.yorkdispatch.com/breaking/ci_24260900/100-fine-running-at-valley-forge-amid-shutdown

* http://www.ktnv.com/news/local/226557661 .htm!?lc=Smart

3 http://siouxfallsbusinessjournal.argusleader.com/article/2013 1004/UPDATES/310040047/S-D-officials-object-
feds-barring-visitors-from-highway-viewing-areas-near-Mount-Rushmore




Doug Lamborn

Member of Congress Member of Congress
ﬁevin Cramer Chris Stewart
Member of Congress Member of Congress

L A0

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

CC: The Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary of the Interior



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

JAN 31 2014

The Honorable Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Pearce:

Thank you for your October 9, 2013, letter regarding access to National Park Service (NPS) sites during
the recent government shutdown.

The National Park Service has a long history of operating the National Pak System to the nearly 100
percent satisfaction of our visitors. Other than the two federal government shutdowns in the winter of
1995, the NPS has met its mission to “preserve unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values
of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations,”
continuously for almost 100 years. It goes against the nature of the organization to close our national
parks: managing the organization during a government shutdown is not an activity with which we have
much experience.

As the most recent Federal budget deadline approached, NPS developed a comprehensive plan to shut
down in order to ensure compliance with the Antideficiency Act. The plan was based on guidance from
the Office of Management and Budget, the Department of the Interior, and the NPS’ records and
organizational memory from 1995. Under the provisions of the Antideficiency Act, in the absence of an
appropriation NPS is able to undertake only activities, primarily related to emergencies which the Act
explains as “the term “emergencies involving the safety of human life or the protection of property’ does
not include ongoing, regular functions of government the suspension of which would not imminently
threaten the safety of human life or the protection of property.”

Office of Management and Budget Circular A-11, Section 124, “Agency Operations in the Absence of
Appropriations,” defined the process for maintaining agencies’ plans for orderly shutdown in the event of
the absence of appropriations. According to this guidance, “Federal officers may not incur any
obligations that cannot lawfully be funded from prior appropriations unless such obligations are otherwise
authorized by law,” and, “Federal officers may incur obligations as necessary for orderly termination of
an agency'’s functions, but funds may not be disbursed.” Circular A-11 states further that all shutdown
activities “must contribute to an orderly shutdown of the agency and give primary consideration to
protecting life and safeguarding Government property and records.”



We were confident in our shutdown procedures, but recognized that even the most detailed plan would
require thousands of decisions at the regional and local levels. There was little precedent for NPS leaders
to consider; closing national parks in the winter when visitation is low, as was the case in 1995, is far less
complex than closing them in the fall, during a high visitation period. As the deadline loomed, we
remained hopeful that, as in several recent instances, an agreement would be reached to avoid a
shutdown.

On October 1, 2013, all units of the National Park System were closed to public visitation and use, subject
to the conditions and exceptions described in the Director’s Closure Determination and Notice (Closure
Notice), pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 1.5. That national closure determination was necessitated by a lapse in
funds appropriated by the United States Congress for the operation of the National Park System.

Across the country, thousands of decisions had to be made simultaneously about how to implement the
Closure Notice at NPS sites in a manner consistent with the Anitdeficiency Act. Leaders at every level of
the National Park Service had to make decisions with little precedent or information, such as the potential
duration of the shutdown or broader impacts of certain decisions. This closure did not apply to through
roads in parks that provided primary access between points located outside of the parks, such as Rock
Creek Parkway. Consistent with regulations and the terms of the applicable permits, contracts and
agreements, the Closure Notice suspended all permits to ensure that a violation of the Antideficiency Act
would not occur. With the national closure in place, the NPS had some opportunities to examine specific
issues that had arisen and determined whether modification or clarification of the national closure was
appropriate where there would be no expenditure of federal funds in violation of the Antideficiency Act.

The Closure Notice also did not affect First Amendment activities at the National Mall and Memorial
Parks and at Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia. Because the National Mall and
Independence National Historical Park are traditional and long-standing venues for hundreds of First
Amendment activities each year, we anticipated that there was the potential for First Amendment
activities during the shutdown and we retained enough NPS staff to permit these activities while
continuing to maintain the public property and public safety.

I will ensure that the NPS leaders document the decisions we made and the lessons we learned during this
shutdown. This process will improve the National Park Service’s ability to manage a shutdown due to a
lapse in appropriation, should it occur in the future.

Identical letters are being sent to other members who cosigned your letter.

Sincerely,

wollo.

Johgdthan B.Jarvi
irector
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THOMAS J. ROONEY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
171w DisTRICT, FLORIDA

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
DEPUTY WHIP

R — Uongress of the Wnited States
i finuse of Representatives
S HMashington, € 205150917

October 21, 2013

Ms. Heather Sibbison

U.S. Dept. of the Interior
Office Of Congressional Affairs
1849 C StNW

Washington, DC 20240-0002

Dear Ms. Sibbison:

1 am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Gerald Wickline, who would like to submit
a formal complaint about a National Park Service employee. According to Mr. Wickline,
he was physically assaulted by park police at the Lincoln Memorial on October 13, 2013,

1 would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed documentation. Please direct your
response to Courtney Burgess in my Riverview District Office.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you need additional information, please let
my office know and we will be happy to comply.

Sincerely,

F

Thomas J. Rooney
Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Congressman Thomas Rooney
17" Congressional District of FL

11345 Big Bend Road, Riverview, Florida 33579
Phone: (813)677-8646 Fax: (813) 677-8698
www.rooney.house.gov

Privacy Statement

THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 REQUIRES THAT WRITTEN CONSENT BE OBTAINED FROM A CONSTITUENT
BEFORE INFORMATION MAY BE DISCLOSED FROM RECOREDS WITHIN A FEDERAL AGENCY, TO PERMIT ME
TO ACT ON YOUR BEHALF, I WILL NEED YOUR STATEMENTCITING THE PROBLEM AND YOUR SIGNATURE
FOLLOWING THE STATEMENT. IF YOU ARE INQUIRING ON BEHALF OF SOMEONE ELSE, IT WILL BE
NECESSARY FOR THAT PERSON TO SIGN THE STATEMENT.

Date:_/:-”’/7" 22/ 7F

Dear Congressman Rooney:

I would appreciate your assistance with the following:
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Social Security or other Claim Number:

Signatur
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11345 Big Bend Road - .. -
Riverview, Florida 33579
Phone: (813)677-8646 Fax: (813) 677-8698

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

Date: 10/21/2013 Number of Pages: 4 (Including Cover Sheet)

Sent To: Department of the Interior, Office of Congressional and Legislative
Affairs re: National Park Service

Fax Number: 202-208-5533
Sent From:

Erin Welch X Courtney Burgess

1/

Subject:
Thank you!




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES PARK POLICE

Headquarters
IN REPLY REFER TO: 1100 Ohio Drivc, SW
Washington, D.C. 20024

NOV 1 2

The Honorable Thomas Rooney
11345 Big Bend Road
Riverview, Florida 33579

Dear Congressman Rooney:

This is the United States Park Police response to your recent inquiry of October 21, 2013, which
was received in this office on October 29, 2013, concerning your constituent,

-. who has made a formal complaint against a member of the United States Park Police
concerning an incident which occurred on October 13, 2013.

I have directed an immediate investigation into these allegations. A copy of
complaint has been forwarded to our Office of Professional Responsibility to ensure that this

matter is thoroughly investigated. An interim letter has been sent to to inform him
of our investigation. At the conclusion of the investigation, both you and will

receive correspondence regarding the disposition.

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. The United States Park Police remain
committed to providing service and protection to the public, including the investigation of
allegations made against our employees. These investigations are critical to the integrity of our
government and the law enforcement profession.

If I can be of assistance to you in the meantime, please contact me at 202.619.7350.
Sincerely,
N Haane O Ola B

Teresa C. Chambers
United States Park Police
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COMMITTEE ON ETHICS COMMITTEE ON
THE JUDICIARY

Congress of the United States T
Housge of Representatives e
Washington, BE 20515—4004

0CT 18 00
October 11, 2013

Mr. Jonathan Jarvis
Director

National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Jarvis;

[ am concerned about recent reports of the National Park Service’s (NPS)
selective enforcement of policy and regulations in the name of the First Amendment.
Reminiscent of last year’s lack of enforcement of camping in McPherson Square, the
NPS justified special accommodations for a rally on the National Mall attended by
Democratic Members of Congress based on First Amendment interpretations.' However,
World War II veterans faced government barriers when attempting to visit a memorial
commemorating their service.” I request that you send the legal analysis on which the
NPS relied to deem this disparate treatment necessary.

In response to the government shutdown the NPS took unprecedented measures,
closing open-air monuments, cancelling all special events permits, and padlocking
playgrounds. Barricading citizens from public land freely accessible any other day is not
required in the event of a shutdown.® More troubling, however, is the NPS’s choice to
become an arbiter of what is constitutionally permissible speech rather than applying a
content neutral policy and regulations equally and fairly to everyone.

Last year during the hearing entitled “McPherson Square: Who Made the
Decision to Allow Indefinite Camping in the Park?” I clearly expressed my concern

! Alan Gomez, Immigration Rally Allowed on Mall Despite Shutdown, USA Today (Oct. 8, 2013), available
at http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2013/10/08/government-shutdown-immigration-
rally/2942257/.

? Allison Prang, Veterans Storm WWII Memorial, WSJ (Oct. 1, 2013), available at
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2013/10/01/veterans-storm-wwii-memorial/.

> CRS report RL34680, Shutdown of the Federal Government: Causes, Processes, and Effects, (Sept. 25,

2013).
1404 LonaworTH Housk OFFICE BuILDING 104 SouTH MAIN STREET 101 WEST ST. JOHN STREET
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 GREENVILLE, SC 29601 SPaRTANBURG, SC 29308

(202) 225-6030 (864) 241-0175 (864) 583-3264
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The Honorable Jonathan Jarvis
October 11, 2013
Page 2

regarding disparate enforcement by NPS in the name of the First Amendment. This
statement applies as much now as it did then: “At the bottom of it all is the issue of fair
and equal application of the law because from this vantage point, it appears that there are
at least two very different sets of rules.™

Sincerely,

* McPherson Square: Who made the decision to allow indefinite camping in the park? Hearing Before the
S.Comm on Health Care, District of Columbia, Census and the National Archives, 112" Cong. (2012)
(statement of Trey Gowdy, Chairman).



&g United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REFLY REFER TO:

The Honorable Trey Gowdy
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Gowdy:

Thank you for your letter dated October 11, 2013, concerning First Amendment activities on the
National Mall during the recent government shutdown, You wanted to know why there was
disparate treatment of the veterans visiting the World War II Memorial and the participants in an
immigration rally but, in fact, both groups were given the opportunity to exercise their First
Amendment rights.

From October 1 through 16, 2013, the primary memorials on the National Mall were closed to
general visitation due 1o the federal povernment shutdown. With the lapse in Congressional
appropriations, the National Park Service (NPS) furloughed mare than 300 employees of the
National Mall and Memorial Parks (NAMA ) who operate and maintain these memorials. While the
NPS needed to limit public access to the memorials due to the lack of personnel needed when large
numbers of visitors are present, we continued 10 provide opportunities for individuals and groups to
exercise their First Amendment rights, Honor Flight veterans and their families and others were
allowed to enter the memorials, despite the barricades, to exercise those rights.

Participants of the *CASA™ immigration rally also had the right o exercise their First Amendment

rights during the shutdown, They applied for and received a permit for First Amendment aCthtIES
through the NAMA permit office, The CASA rally took place on the National Mall near 12" Street
NW. in an area that was not barricaded since it was not the location of a major memorial.

The NPS takes a neutral position on the content associated with requests for First Amendment
activities. We do not discriminate against or deny the right of assembly, provided that all permit
conditions are met. The NPS is proud of our role in administering many of the sites that have been
used by generations of Americans from all backgrounds to express their First Amendment rights. 1
appreciale your interest in First Amendment activities in the District of Columbia and I hope this
helps to clarify the NPS’s rale in this matter.

Sincerely,
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Secretary Sally Jewell
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell,

Congress of the nited States

Douse of Repregentatibes
UWashington, DE 20515-0301

October 22, 2013

330 Cannets HousE OFRcE Bunono
Wasnmeron, DC 20515
(292} 225-3361
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MArAnA, AZ 85053
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Suow Low, AZ 85001
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Groes, AZ 85501

| am writing to express my gratitude to the Department of Interior for working diligently with the State
of Arizona to reopen the Grand Canyon National Park throughout the government shutdown. As you
may know, the Grand Canyon is a major economic driver in my district, attracting about 5 million visitors

from around the world and generating $467 million annually into our focal economy.

I am pleased that my colleagues and | were able to reach a bipartisan agreement to reopen the
government and resume paying our bills. In Sec. 116 of the Continuing Resolution legislation (H.R. 2775),
states and other grantees that used their own funds to carry out a federal program or activity during the
shutdown should be eligible for reimbursements. The State of Arizona contributed $465,000 to reopen
the Grand Canyon for five days, and | feel strongly that Arizona should be federally reimbursed for these

costs.

| am asking that your office provide me with information on the process for reimbursing the State of
Arizona and for resolving this matter expeditiously. This is a top priority for me and for the people of
Arizona — especially those in the Northern Arizona communities of Flagstaff, Tusayan and Williams.

| look forward to your response.

N ad .y

ANN KIRKPATRICK

Member of Congress
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Fwd: Inquiryfor Sec. Jewell

Howarth, Raobert <robert howarth@ios.doi.gov:

Fwd: Inquiry for Sec. Jewell

Neimeyer, Sarah <sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 22, 2013 at 12:51 PM
To: Fay ludicello <fay_iudicello@ios.doi.gov>, Robert Howarth <robert_howarth@ios.doi.gov>, Christopher Salotti
<chris_salotti@ios.doi.gov>, "Uriarte, Carlos” <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>, Donald Hellmann
<don_hellmann@nps.gov>

Letter to SRJ.

Forwarded message
From: Montoya, Ken <Ken.Montoya@mail.house.gov>
Date: Tue, Oct 22, 2013 at 11:50 AM

Subject: Inquiry for Sec. Jewell

To: "Neimeyer, Sarah” <sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.gov>

Attached is the letter about reimbursement process for Arizona.

Ken Montoya | Legislative Director
Office of Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ-01)
330 Cannon House Office Building | Washington D.C. | 202-225-3361

Connect with Rep. Kirkpatrick: Facebook | Twitter | E-newsletter

Sarah C. Neimeyer, Director

Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Office of the Secretary

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Office - (202) 208-5557
Fax - (202) 208-5533

a 20131022114248545.pdf
361K
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

JAN 31 2014

The Honorable Bill Huizenga
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C 20515

Dear Mr. Huizenga:

Thank you for your letter dated October 9, 2013, seeking information related to the activities of the
National Park Service (NPS) during the federal government shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations.

On October 1, 2013, the NPS, along with all other bureaus and offices of the Department of the Interior,
began to implement a shutdown of our activities due to a lapse in appropriations. Under the Closure
Determination and Notice (Closure Notice) I issued that day, the NPS closed and secured national park
facilities and grounds and suspended all activities. Under the provisions of the federal Antideficiency
Act, in the absence of an appropriation from Congress, the NPS is limited to expending federal funds on a
specific set of activities related solely to the protection of life and property. Accordingly, the NPS closed
all 401 national parks across the country and furloughed more than 20,000 employees. Approximately
3,000 employees were exempted from the furlough to perform the limited activities permissible under the
Antideficiency Act.

During the shutdown, thousands of decisions had to be made simultaneously across the country about
how to implement the Closure Notice at NPS sites in a manner consistent with the Antideficiency Act.
As issues arose, leaders at every level of the NPS had to use their best judgment with little precedent or
information, such as the potential duration of the shutdown or the broader impacts of their decisions.
Once the shutdown started, the NPS started the process of evaluating whether any modifications or
clarifications of the Closure Notice could be made consistent with the Antideficiency Act to reduce the
impact of the shutdown on the American people.

During the shutdown, questions were raised about the implementation of the shutdown with respect to the
monuments and memorials under the NPS’s care on the National Mall, which is located in the unit of the
National Park System known as the National Mall and Memorial Parks. As with all units of the National
Park System nationwide, Congress has charged the NPS with the preservation and protection of this park
unit’s natural, historic, and cultural resources for the benefit of future generations. The NPS is committed
to this mandate whether a particular park unit or area within a unit is administratively open or closed to
the public. The decision to erect barriers around the open-air monuments and memorials on the National
Mall was made to ensure the preservation and protection of these national treasures, consistent with the
requirements of the Antideficiency Act.



On a normal day, approximately 300 NPS employees are on duty at the National Mall and Memorial
Parks. The rangers are on site to provide eyes and ears for the U.S. Park Police and ensure the
safekeeping of our national treasures, enhance the visitor experience by sharing some history about the
memorials, keep the grounds and restrooms clean, maintain the landscape and fountains, and oversee
special events that happen almost daily. All but a dozen of these employees were furloughed during the
government shutdown. Even though U.S. Park Police commissioned officers were exempted from the
furlough, the limited staff resources during the shutdown dictated that securing these icons was the
necessary and prudent step to ensure the protection of life and property on the National Mall.

In managing these closures, the NPS sought to balance our legal requirements under the Antideficiency
Act with the needs of our veterans who often visit the war memorials on the National Mall. Throughout
the shutdown my team worked diligently to try to ensure that veterans, Honor Flight groups, and their
families were not turned away from visiting our war memorials. The NPS is proud of the special
relationship we share with America's veterans, and I am proud that we were able to develop a legal basis
for accommodating these visits during the government shutdown.

As you noted, the Contingency Plan for Operations in the Absence of FY 2014 Appropriations states that,
“All concession operated services and facilities would be closed unless they are deemed essential for
health and safety reasons, are needed to support on-going excepted NPS activities or are located in urban
areas where full NPS law enforcement coverage is continued due to the inability to control visitor
access.” This statement clearly refers to concessioner-operated services and facilities. The very first
sentence in the NPS section states that, “In the event of a lapse in appropriations, NPS would close and

secure all park facilities.”

This closure did not apply to through roads in parks that provided primary access between points located
outside of the parks, such as Rock Creek Parkway. Consistent with regulations and the terms of the
applicable permits, contracts, and agreements, the Closure Notice suspended all permits to ensure that a
violation of the Antideficiency Act would not occur. With the national closure in place, the NPS had
some opportunities to examine specific issues that had arisen and determine whether modification or
clarification of the national closure was appropriate where there would be no expenditure of federal funds
in violation of the Antideficiency Act.

I will ensure that NPS leaders document the decisions we made and the lessons we learned during this
shutdown. This process will improve the NPS’s ability to manage a shutdown due to a lapse in
appropriations, should one occur in the future.

Identical letters are being sent to the other members who co-signed your letter.

Sincerely,

Jonathan B. Jarvis
Diregtor
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October 3, 2013

Director Jon Jarvis

USDOI National Park Service
49 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis,

I am writing in regards to the Arizona Game and Fish Department’s offer to provide manpower
and services at Lees Ferry in exchange for allowing access to the Colorado River during the
shutdown of the federal government.

The closure of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, caused by the shutdown of the federal
government, is placing an inappropriate restriction on the public, keeping them from recreating
on their public lands. Additionally, the financial effects of this closure are potentially devastating
to the local economies and communities surrounding Glen Canyon National Recreation Area.

Local businesses are being forced to turn away the visitors to Arizona who are the economic
lifeblood of many of our small communities.

On October 1, the Arizona Game and Fish Commission met in a public session and voted to
extend an offer to the National Park Service in which Game and Fish would establish a presence
sufficient to maintain security on federal property and to federal assets at Lees Ferry for up to 30
days in exchange for allowing access through Lees Ferry to the Colorado River for fishing and
hunting activities during the federal government shutdown.

I encourage you to contact the Game and Fish Department directly and begin the process of
reestablishing access to the Colorado River for the public and accordingly restoring economic

wellbeing to the local community.

Sincerely,

The Hondrable Ann Kirkp!trick
U.S. Representative, Arizona District One

oCT 1 T 100

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



" AR, D.D.S. COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT
PAlI'-"lt!:isu gs?nlsc‘r Ar;lzuma AND GOVERNMENT REFORM DH

SUBCOMMITTEES , B
Vice CHairman, EnERaY Pouicy, f{
HeaLTH CARE AND ENTITLEMENTS

504 Cannon House Orrice BuiLbing
WasHingTon, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-2315
NATIONAL SECURITY
L N'EFEF;?STTSTR;E;'GES:E sa (g Economic GRowTH, JoB CREATION,
(928) 445-1683 AND REGULATORY. AFFAIRS
270 E. Hunt HigHway, Suite #12 @Ungrgﬁ'ﬁ Uf the wn[tgh %tatﬁg NAT?J?MTQEE(E)[?F?CES
San Tan VaLLEy, AZ 85143 0 5
480) 882-2697 'y SUBCOMMITTEE:
( & ;aﬂllﬁﬁ Df ﬁEpl‘EﬂtﬁtatmEE ENERGY AND MINERALS
220 N. 41+ STREET . INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE AFFAIRS
K J2 B0 T@ashington, DEC 20515-0301 , WATER AND Power
WWW.GOSAR.HOUSE.GOV October 3 ! 2013

The Honorable Jonathan B. Jarvis
Director, National Park Service
The Department of Interior

1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

0CT 17 (1

Dear Director Jarvis,

According to news reports published today, a National Park Service (NPS) spokesperson said that the
White House Office of Management and Budget (OPM) had ordered your agency to take extraordinary
steps, such as blockading public sidewalks and access roads to the national parks, national monuments,
and other conservation and historical properties managed by the agency. That spokesperson suggested
that these decisions were made in order to make the current lapse in appropriations as conspicuous and
painful to the public as possible.

As part of that directive, it is my understanding that the NPS has blocked off the most popular input to
the Colorado River, Lees Ferry. As a result, hundreds of would-be river rafters, fly fishermen and
tourists are being turned away at the road downriver of the Glen Canyon Dam. This blockade ultimately
results in an unnecessary loss of economic activity in Northern Arizona

[ am writing to express my outrage with the National Park Service’s politically motivated actions and
urge you to instruct NPS employees to take all actions allowable under the law to alleviate any
inconveniences to the general public.

This evening, the United State House of Representatives passed legislation, H.J. Res. 70 — Open Our
National Parks and Museum Act, by a large bipartisan margin (252 to 173). It is my hope that the
United States Senate will immediately take up this legislation, send it to the President, and immediately
end the National Park Service’s unnecessary restrictions on Lees Ferry and all of the national parks,
national monuments, and other conservation and historical properties managed by the agency.

Unfortunately, Senate Majority Leader Reid has publicly stated he does not support this bill and
President Barack Obama has explicably threatened to veto the bill. Given the President’s and Leader
Reid’s refusal compromise and end the shut down, it is critical other arrangement are made to ensure
sites like Lees Ferry remains operational.

To that means, it is my understanding that the Arizona Game and Fish Commission met in a special

public session on October 1% to discuss the challenges the federal government’s shutdown policies are
placing on lands and waters where lawful and hunting and fishing occur. At that session, the
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Commission voted to extend an offer to the NPS for the Arizona Game and Fish Department to provide
manpower and services to establish a presence sufficient to maintain security and restore access to the
Lees Ferry area. This is a generous and common sense offer. It minimizes the public harm — a goal the
agency should share.

The federal government relies on our game and fish department for a variety of support work and
services throughout the year. They have proven for years that they are a reliable partner that effectively
and efficiently manage public recreation on federal and state lands across our state. In fact, state and
county law enforcement make up nearly 90 percent of the enforcement capability on federal land. 1
urge the National Park Service to take up the Commission’s offer, ensuring fishing and hunting activities
on the Colorado River continue during the federal government shutdown.

On behalf of the citizens in my district, I would like to thank you for your prompt consideration of this
request. As always, we ask that this matter be handled in strict accordance with the existing agency

rules, regulations, and ethical guidelines. Please do not hesitate to contact my Washington, D.C. or San
Tan Valley, Arizona offices with any questions.

Sincerely,

AN

Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S
Member of Congress
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October 17, 2013

The Honorable Jonathan B. Jarvis
Director, National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis,

Earlier this month, I visited the World War II Memorial and was disappointed to find that it was fenced
off. While I was pleased to see that the memorial was being opened for Honor Flight veterans, | was
upset when | saw individual veterans being barred from entering. I was caught up in the emotion of that
moment; seeing our veterans denied access to the memorial built in their honor, and I expressed my
frustration to a Park Ranger working at the memorial. [ meant no disrespect to the Ranger on duty, but
my tone was inappropriate. I regret how [ handled that situation, and I would like to offer you my
apologies.

While I do feel strongly about allowing our veterans access to the national memorials, I'm sorry for the
way I spoke, not only because I put the Ranger on duty in an uncomfortable position, but also because
my remarks were not an accurate reflection of the regard I have for the Park Service.

As an avid outdoorsman, I enjoy spending time in nature. So I appreciate all that you do to help
preserve and maintain our country’s open spaces. Thanks to the National Park Service, generations of
Americans can enjoy our country’s greatest natural wonders. Places like Yellowstone, Shenandoah,
and the Grand Canyon remind us that the grandeur of America lies not only with our people, but also in
the land we live on.

Public service is a calling, and [ have the highest respect for all who choose a career that serves this
country. The work isn’t easy, and while we all love our country, we may not always agree on the best
path forward. Debate and dissent is crucial to our democracy, but it should be done in a respectful
manner. While that was my intent, I realize that it wasn’t the outcome.

I had hoped to apologize directly to the Ranger I spoke to that day, but I respect her wish to remain
anonymous. [ hope you will accept my apology in her stead.

With sincere regards,

[ ]

A
W_ ®
Randy Nétgebaue =



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

DEC 19 2013

Honorable Randy Neugebauer
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Neugebauer:

Thank you for your letter of October 17, 2013, regarding your visit to the World War II
Memorial and your concern for the National Park Service. We appreciate your apology. Your
letter was shared with our ranger on the National Mall.

We are grateful for the support you mentioned in the letter. We hope you and your staff have a
few moments over the holiday recess to enjoy one of the 401 amazing national park sites in this
country.

Sincerely,




JAMES P. MORAN
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October 3, 2013

The Honorable Jonathan P. Jarvis
Director

National Park Service
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

I was heartened to watch a National Park Service ranger maintain her composure and
dignity when confronted by an angry Member of Congress who had the gall to fault her for doing
her job. She courageously stood her ground and refused to bow to his intimidating and
hypocritical actions.

No one in the Park Service should ever be ashamed for doing his or her job. And I know
you are as proud of the men and women of the National Park Service as I am. Like their
counterparts throughout the federal work force, they continue to serve our nation despite the
uncertainty of being paid. They are the true heroes of this federal shutdown.

When this shutdown is viewed through the lense of history the fault will fall squarely on
Congress and its outrageous abdication of responsibility. Please be assured that the bullying
tactics will ultimately fail, and Congress will complete its work on the federal budget. I, and
many of my colleagues, will do everything we can to reopen our government and fund it at a
responsible level as soon as possible.

Jim Moran
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The Honorable Jonathan Jarvis
Director

National Park Service

1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Jarvis:

Through this letter, the Committee on Natural Resources (“Committee”) requests that the
National Park Service (“Park Service”) take steps as necessary to keep and not destroy
documents related to the decision this week to restrict public access to the National World War II
Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the Korean Veterans Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, and other open-air monuments, memorials, and

parks in the Washington, D.C., region. The Committee expects to soon send a formal document
request as a follow up to this letter.

The Committee is also considering conducting an oversight hearing in the near future to
better understand the Park Service’s closures, as well as the resources and staff time used to erect
physical barriers to keep out veterans and other members of the American public from visiting
these open-air sites. The World War IT Memorial and other open-air sites are ordinarily
accessible to visitors 24-hours a day, 365 days a year, and are normally staffed by Park Service
rangers only from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm, with visitors able to tour the sites throughout the day
and night. However, the Park Service has now determined these sites must be closed to all
visitors at all times due to the lapse in appropriations.

In response to considerable public outcry against the decision to ban veterans and others
from these sites, the Park Service today reversed course and announced it will permit certain
veterans groups to visit and exercise their First Amendment rights at the World War Il Memorial.
It remains unclear whether other veterans groups and members of the public will be allowed to
visit and exercise their First Amendment rights at the other open-air memorials and sites across
the capital area that are currently closed. It is imperative that the Park Service remove the
barriers and allow the American public to resume visiting these open-air memorials, monuments,
and parks without further delay.

http://naturalresources.house.gov

DEMOCRATIC STAFF DIRECTOR



According to news reports earlier today, a Park Service spokesperson said the Wl-lite
House Office of Management and Budget ordered the Park Service to take :such extraor_dmary
steps as blockading public sidewalks and access roads around these memgnals, suggesting the
outrageous closure decision was made in order to make the current lapse in appropriations as
conspicuous and painful to the public as possible.

The Park Service’s earlier statements that such closures were necessary to protect the
monuments and memorials and were required by law seem especially dubious given these
reports and the Park Service’s failure to take similar steps previously or at less Visi_ble Park
Service sites in the capital aied. For exainple the Park Service did not close the Lincoln

il
Memorial during the lapse in appropriations in 1996 and in 2011, protestors were allowed to
take over and occupy Park Service sites in the District of Columbia, some of which were
damaged at considerable taxpayer cost. Here, the Park Service’s decision to barricade the open-
air memorials from veterans and other Americans flies in the face of common sense, given their

interest in visiting memorials that honor their service and sacrifice to the country.

Among the issues of most concern to the Committee are whether the Park Service
discussed or considered alternatives to actively excluding the public from these open-air sites,
including allowing access to previously scheduled visits by veterans groups; whether direction or
guidance came from the Department of the Interior or the Office of Management and Budget to
actively restrict public access to these sites; the staff time and costs associated with the transport,
erection, and maintenance of the barriers, including whether the barriers are owned or rented by
the Park Service; the staff time and costs associated with trash removal from these sites,
including any differences between such costs and the costs related to installing and maintaining
the barricades; the staff time and costs associated with patrolling and securing these sites prior to
and during their closure; the cost to operate these sites during overnight hours; and law
enforcement policies and actions concerning trespass on the National Mall and other open-air
monuments, memorials and parks throughout the capital region.

It is expected that the Park Service will cooperate with the Committee’s oversight by not
destroying potentially responsive records and providing records to the Committee upon request.

Sincerely,
’Cd“/ ’ : 2 MR C
Doc Hastings Rob Bishop
Chairman, Chairman,
Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands

and Environmental Regulation





