
JOHN HOEVEN 
NORTH DAKOTA 

338 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
TELEPHONE: (202) 224-2551 

FAX: (202) 224· 7999 ilnitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
hoeven.senate.gov 

The Honorable Kevin K. Washburn 
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Assistant Secretary Washburn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

October 3, 2013 

COMMITTEES 

AGRICULTURE 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

I recently learned the Bureau of Indian Affairs closed its social service office on the 
Spirit Lake Reservation during the government shutdown. I understand the difficulty this 
raises for agencies, including yours, but it is critical that the BIA continues to protect the 
health and welfare of children in its care. 

Federal agencies have the authority to employ non-excepted personnel for public 
safety and to protect life.· The protection of children in the care of the BIA is essential and 
should not be interrupted. 

I urge you to direct the BIA Social Service to ensure there is sufficient staff to address 
emergencies and to ensure that services necessary to protect children continue 
uninterrupted. 

Cc: Mike Black, Director BIA 
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The Honorable Kevin K. Washburn 
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Assistant Secretary Washburn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

October 3, 2013 

COMM ITTEE S: 

AGRICULTURE 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

I recently learned the Bureau of Indian Affairs closed its social service office on the 
Spirit Lake Reservation during the government shutdown. I understand the difficulty this 
raises for agencies, including yours, but it is critical that the BIA continues to protect the 
health and welfare of children in its care. 

Federal agencies have the authority to employ non-excepted personnel for public 
safety and to protect life. · The protection of children in the care of the BIA is essential and 
should not be interrupted. 

I urge you to direct the BIA Social Service to ensure there is sufficient staff to address 
emergencies and to ensure that services necessary to protect children continue 
uninterrupted. 

Cc: Mike Black, Director BIA 



The Honorable Jonathan B. Jarvis 
Director 

~nitt'b 

October 15,2013 

......., 
c:::l 

~ National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW ~ ;a :_I 1-1l 
W asbington, DC 20240 •. :-? 

OJ ~--q 

Dear Director Jarvis: 

Horace M. Albright, co-founder of the National Park Service (NPS) and its second . : ;? 
director, urged the Service to become a strong and independent entity. He famously said that: the ~J, 
service should not become " ... just another executive government bureau ... " but called on it to be -
exceptional. 1 

' 

Our concern is that despite its critical role in maintaining some of our nation's most 
cherished places, the NPS's leadership is no longer living up to this mandate. NPS's response to 
the partial government shutdown appears to be ad-hoc, inconsistent, and without sensible 
guidance to states, local communities. and the public at large. 

For example, the NPS has had a variety of positions on who is and who is not admitted to 
the World War II memoriaL Near the National MaH, the NPS has closed and barricaded the 
Lincoln and Jefferson memorials but not effectively barricaded the World War I memorial or the 
Mall itself. This same inconsistency also appears regarding requests to re-open memorials. Prior 
to the NPS's decision to re-open the World War II memorial, World Warn veterans from the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Honor Flight were barred from the World War II memorial and an NPS 
spokesperson said, "We have been getting quite a few calls from honor flights and have had to 
let them know that ... they won't be able to access the memoriaL"2 Notably, however, in 
Maryland. Minority Whip Steny Hoyer and Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley were able to 
persuade the NPS to unlock the gates of the National Firefighters Memorial for a National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial Service. 3 

In South Dakota, without prior notice or consultation with state and local officials, the 
NPS placed cones along highway viewing areas outside Mount Rushmore. When State officials 
raised concerns, they were told that the cones were placed there as a "safety precaution to help 
channel cars into viewing areas rather than to bar their entrance!' However, visitors reported 

1 Speech, National Park Service Director HoraceM. Albright, Farewell Message; 1933. 
2 "'Visiting Veterans Storm Closed War Memorials," Washington Post, Michael Ruane and Debbi Wilgoren; 
October l, 2013. 
3 "Tovms, States Are Ponying Up to Keep National Parks Open," Wall Street Journal, Tamara Audi and Caroline 
Porter; October 5, 2013. 



that the cones actually blocked off the viewing areas. Additionally, after a blizzard. the cones 
became a safety hazard for snow plows and had to be removed.4 

During the 1995 government shutdown, local communities and the State of Arizona 
agreed to pay the cost and worked with the NPS to open the south rim of the Grand Canyon.5 

However, during the current shutdown. when asked about the possibility of state and local 
governments paying to help open national parks, an NPS spokesman said, " ... [I]t would not be 
appropriate or feasible to open some parks or some J'arts of parks while other parts of the 
National Park System remain dosed to the public." Five days later. however, the NPS reversed 
c~urse? On October 10.2013, a Department ofthe Interior spokesman said that the Federal 
government would consider offers from states who "indicate an interest and ability to fully fund 
National Park Service personnel to re-open national parks in their states."8 

The NPS also appears to have reversed itself when it barricaded and then un-barricaded a 
non-profit establishment with only a tangential connection to the National Park system. Despite 
not receiving any federal funding since 1980, at the start of the partial government shutdown, 
NPS police barricaded the Claude Moore Farm but did not bar employee access.9 On October 9, 
2013, however, armed NPS park police barricaded the farm with em~loyees insi® in an attempt 
to force the employees to leave and to force the closure of the farm. 1 Then, just hours later, the 
park police mysteriously left.. leaving the farm free to operate. 11 There was no explanation given 
to fann employees as to why the park police barricaded, then un-barricaded the farm. 12 

The NPS has also erroneously barricaded private property. Shortly after the shutdown 
began. NPS employees barricaded Mount Vernon parking lots, preventinp access to the historic 
mansion.13 The parking lots, however. were actually not NPS property. 1 When the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Society, the actual owners of the parking lots, brought this to the attention of the 
NPS. the NPS un-barricaded the lots, with the exception of one lot the NPS thought. but was not 
certain, it owned. 15 The most recent information available is that more than a week into the 
shutdown, the NPS has continued to barricade the lot while it attempts to determine ownership.16 

Further, it appears that the NPS has not taken advantage of the opportunities it has under 
its own shutdown contingency plan. For example, the NPS is allowed by the Department of the 

4 "Rushmore Blockage Stirs Anger in S.D," Sioux Falls Argus Leader, Jonathsn Ellis; October 5, 2013. 
5 "Visitors Turned Away at Grand Canyon amid Government Shutdown," Arizona Republic, Michelle Ye Hee Lee; 
October 2, 2013. 
~"Towns, States Are Ponying Up to Keep National Parks Open," Wall Street .Journal, Tamara Audi and Caroline 
Porter; October 5, 2013. 
1 '"Feds to Let States Pay to Open Parks," i\ssociated Press, Matthew Daly; October 10,2013 
aId 
9 Letter, Claude Moore Farm Managing Director Anna Eberly to the General Public; October 6, 2013. 
10 Letter, Claude Moore Fann Managing Director Anna Eberly to the General Public; October 9, 2013, 

ld 
12ld 
13 ~How the Shutdown Could Affect You," WTOP; October 9, 20 B 
l4Jd 
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16 Id 



Interior (DOI) to continue "'Activities essential to ensure continued public .health and safety.''17 

However, it has chosen not to collect trash from federal parks in Washington. DC. After several 
days, Washington, DC Mayor Vincent Gray was forced to use city sanitation crews to combat 
what he said was, "the spread of vermin" in the District of Columbia. Ill The DOI has also tasked 
the NPS v.ith ''Communication with employees and the public.'' However, the NPS's website, 
the most basic and eost effective way to communicate with the public, is currently shut down. 19 

Government departments from the Small Business Administration to the Department of 
Commerce have kept bare bones versions of their websites functioning while the NPS has not. 

One ofthe most disturbing reports came from Yellowstone National Park. According to 
press accounts, park rangers held tourists "under armed guard" to prevent them from leaving 
their hotel, cancelled a scheduled bathroom break while their tour bus was exiting the park, and 
refused to allow them to take pictures from just outside their tour bus because park rangers 
repeatedly claimed they were "recreating."20 While a partial government shutdown may have 
forced Y eHowstone National Park to close, these actions appear petty and unnecessary. 

This is not the .first time questions have been raised about the Service's leadership. On 
March 1, 2013, during the sequester debate, you were interviewed by CBS News on the 
sequester's potential impact. In the interview, you claimed that the sequester could force the 
cancellation of the Cherry Blossom Festival and that the access road to Glacier National Park 
would not be ~lowed, the end result of which was, in your words, that park visitors were "not 
gonna come.'tl On March 12,2013, less than two weeks larer, the NPS confirmed that the 
Cherry Blossom Festival would not be cut because "staffmg had been planned far enough in 
advance that the festival would not be sunk by sequestration.''22 On March 27, 2013, the NPS 
confinned that Glacier National Park's access road would be plowed and the park would remain 
open to visitors,23 

Our concern is that the NPS' s actions during the shutdown show a lack of preparation 
and leadership. Further, the NPS has not provided clear and consistent policies on park closures 
to NPS employees, state and local stakeholders, and the public at large. To address these 
concerns, please provide the following documents: 

1. AU records of communications to or from you relating to the partial government 
shutdown. 

2. AU records of communication to or from NPS Deputy Director Peggy O'Dell relating to 
the partial government shutdown. 

17 National Park Service Contingency Plan. available at: http://www.doi.gov/shutdown!fy2014/upload/NPS~ 
contingency~plan.pdf 
18 "Gray Orders Cleaning of Federal Parks,"' Washington Post. Mike DeBonis; (){;tober 4, 2013. 
19 National Park Service Contingency Plan. available at: http:/Jwv..w.doi.gov/shutdownlfy2014/upload/NPS
contingeney·plan.pdf 
20 "'Gestapo' Tactics Meet Senior Citizens at Yellowstone," Newbury Port News, John Macone; October .8, 20 t 3. 
21 "For National Parks, Sequester Could Mean Cancelled Parades, Dirty Bathrooms," CBS News, Lindsey Boe:nna, 
March I, 2013. 
22 "Sequester at Home: Welcome to Washington," ABC News, Sarah. Pamass; March 12, 2013. 
13 "Glacier National Park Finalizes Sequestration Cuts," KTVQ; March 27, 2013. 



3. All documents related to the NPS's government shutdown plans created by or reviewed 
by the NPS Director's office. 

4. All records of communications and documents related to the ability of states and 
localities to fund the operation ofNational Parks. 

Thank you for your cooperation and attention in this matter. We would appreciate a 
response by October 29, 2013. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris 
Lucas on Ranking Member GrassJey' s staff at (202) 224·5225 and Drew Colliatie on Chainnan 
Issa's staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Charles E. Grassley, 
Conunittee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Oversight and 
Government Refonn 
U.S. House of Representatives 



United States Department of the Interior 

The Honorable Darrell Issa 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

DEC 1 2 2013 

Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Issa: 

This letter responds to your letters dated October 3, 2013, and October 15, 2013, seeking 
information related to the National Park Service's (NPS or Park Service) activities during the 
federal government shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations. 

On October 1, 2013, the Park Service, along with all other bureaus and offices of the Department 
of the Interior, began to implement an orderly shutdown ofits activities due to a lapse in 
appropriations. Under the Closure Determination and Notice (Closure Notice) I issued that day, 
NPS closed and secured national park facilities and grounds and suspended all activities. Under 
the provisions of the Antideficiency Act, in the absence of an appropriation from Congress, the 
Park Service is limited to expending federal funds on activities related to the protection of life 
and property. Accordingly, NPS was obligated to close all 401 national parks across the country 
and furlough more than 20,000 employees. Approximately 3,000 employees were exempted 
from the fUrlough to perform the limited activities permissible under' the Antideficiency Act. 

Throughout the shutdown, countless decisions had to be made across the country about how to 
implement the Closure Notice at NPS sites in a manner consistent with the Antideficiency Act. 
As issues arose, leaders at every level of the Park Service used their best judgment with little 
precedent or information, such as the potential duration of the shutdown or the broader impacts 
Olftheir decisions. As the shutdown drew on, the Park Service began to evaluate whether any 
modifications or clarifications of the Closure Notice could be made consistent with the 
Anti deficiency Act to reduce the impact of the shutdown on the American people. 

During the shutdown, questions were raised about the implementation of the shutdown with 
respect to the monuments and memorials under the care of the NPS on the National Mall. 
Congress has charged the Park Service with the preservation and protection of the natural, 
historic, and cultural resources of the national parks, including the National Mall, for the benefit 
of future generations. The Park Service is committed to this mandate whether the national parks 
are open or if there is a lapse in appropriations. The decision to erect barriers around open-air 
monuments on the National Mall was made to ensure the preservation and protection of these 
national treasures. 
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On a normal day, there are more than 300 National Mall and Memorial Parks employees on duty. 
Park rangers are on site to provide eyes and ears for the U.S. Park Police and ensure the 
safekeeping of our national treasures, enhance the visitor experience by sharing some history 
about the memorials, keep the grounds and restrooms clean, maintain the landscape and 
f11>untains, and oversee special events that happen almost daily. All but a dozen of the National 
Mall and Memorial Parks employees were furloughed during the government shutdown. The 
limited staff resources during the shutdown dictated that securing these icons was the necessary 
and prudent step to ensure the protection oflife and property on the National Mall. 

In managing these closures, the Park Service sought to balance our legal obligations under the 
Antideficiency Act and the protection and preservation of these memorials with the needs of our 
veterans who often visit the war memorials on the National Mall. Throughout the shutdown my 
team worked diligently to try to ensure that veterans, Honor Flight groups, and their families 
were not turned away from visiting their war memorials. The Park Service cherishes the special 
relationship we share with America's veterans, and 1 am proud that we were able to 
accommodate these visits during the government shutdown. 

The Park Service also had an opportunity to consider the effect of the shutdown on certain 
commercial, concession and partnership facilities located in and around our national parks. The 
initial decision to close commercial, concession, and partnership facilities was made consistent 
with the requirements of the Anti deficiency Act. Given the time constraints in planning for the 
shutdown, the Park Service took the most prudent course to minimize the possibility of 
obligating funds in the absence of appropriations. 

On October 11,2013, I issued an Amendment to the Closure Notice to allow the Park Service, on 
a case-by-case basis, to determine whether commercial, concession, and partnership facilities 
could be reopened during the shutdown. As explained in the Amendment, the detennination to 
reopen individual facilities was based on a number of specific criteria, including whether 
reopening the facility would require NPS to obligate or expend any funds in violation of the 
Antideficiency Act. The Park Service was in the process of evaluating various requests under 
tlllese criteria when the government shutdown ended on October 16, 2013. 

During the government shutdown, the Park Service also signed agreements with six states 
allowing those states to donate funds so that the NPS could reopen and manage certain national 
parks in those states. The original Contingency Plan for the Park Service specifically stated that 
NPS would not entertain offers from other agencies or organizations to cover the cost of 
reopening parks, memorials, trails, roads, or other facilities. This initial determination was made 
in light of the complex legal issues involved with negotiating individual agreements with an 
~imited number of potential donors. 

As the shutdown continued, the economic impact of national park closures across the country 
began to amass. Visitor spending generates an estimated $32 million per day in communities 



The Honorable Darrell Issa 
Page 3 of3 

near national parks and contributes $76 million each day to the national economy. On October 
10,2013, Secretary Jewell announced that the Department would consider agreements with 
governors who indicated an interest and ability to fund Park Service personnel to reopen national 
parks in their states. We then began the process of negotiating individual agreements with the 
states that had expressed an interest in reopening certain national parks. This was a practical and 
temporary solution to lessen the impact for the businesses and communities that rely on the 
National Park system for their economic wellbeing. 

Enclosed is a CD titled "00051 055 _ 001" that contains 21 documents and 87 pages of material 
responsive to your request. We will continue to work with the Committee to provide infonnation 
responsive to this request. Please do not hesitate to contact my Deputy Director for 
Congressional and External Relations, Christy Goldfuss, at 202-208-3818 if you have any 
questions or need additional assistance. 

Similar letters are being sent to the Honorable John L. Mica and the Honorable Charles E. 
Grass ley. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan B. Jarvis 
Director 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN' REPLY IIIRII TO: 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street. N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

DEC l 2 2013 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 
Urrited States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Ranking Member Grassley: 

This letter responds to your letter dated October 15,2013, seeking infonnation related to the 
N11tional Park Service's (NPS or Park Service) activities during the federal government 
shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations. 

On October 1, 2013, the Park Service, along with all other bureaus and offices of the Department 
ofthe Interior, began to implement an orderly shutdown of its activities due to a lapse in • 
aJI>propriations. Under the Closure Detennination and Notice (Closure Notice) I issued that da~ 
NPS closed and secured national park facilities and grounds and suspended all activities. Undtt 
the provisions of the Anti deficiency Act, in the absence of an appropriation from Congress, the 
Park Service is limited to expending federal funds on activities related to the protection oflife 
and property. Accordingly, NPS was obligated to close al1401 national parks across the country 
and furlough more than 20,000 employees. Approximately 3,000 employees were exempted 
from the furlough to perfonn the limited activities pennissible under the Antideficiency Act. 

'Throughout the shutdown, countless decisions had to be made across the country about how to 
implement the Closure Notice at NPS sites in a manner consistent with the Antideficiency Act. 
As issues arose, leaders at every level of the Park Service used their best judgment with little 
precedent or infonnation, such as the potential duration of the shutdown or the broader impacts 
of their decisions. As the shutdown drew on, the Park Service began to evaluate whether any 
modifications or clarifications of the Closure Notice could be made consistent with the 
Anti deficiency Act to reduce the impact of the shutdown on the American people. 

During the shutdown, questions were raised about the implementation of the shutdown with 
respect to the monuments and memorials under the care ofthe NPS on the National MalL 
Congress has charged the Park Service with the preservation and protection of the natural, 
historic, and cultural resources of the national parks, including the National Mall, for the benefit 
Olf future generations. The Park Service is committed to this mandate whether the national parks 
are open or if there is a lapse in appropriations. The decision to erect barriers around open-air 
monuments on the National Mall was made to ensure the preservation and protection of these 
national treasures. 
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On a nonnal day, there are more than 300 National Mall and Memorial Parks employees on duty. 
Park rangers are on site to provide eyes and ears for the U.S. Park Police and ensure the 
safekeeping of our national treasures, enhance the visitor experience by sharing some history 
about the memorials, keep the grounds and restrooms clean, maintain the landscape and 
fountains, and oversee special events that happen almost daily. All but a dozen of the National 
Mall and Memorial Parks employees were furloughed during the government shutdown. The 
limited staff resources during the shutdown dictated that securing these icons was the necessary 
and prudent step to ensure the protection of life and property on the National Mall. 

In managing these closures, the Park Service sought to balance our legal obligations under the 
Antideficiency Act and the protection and preservation of these memorials with the needs of our 
veterans who often visit the war memorials on the National Mall. Throughout the shutdown my 
team worked diligently to try to ensure that veterans, Honor Flight groups, and their families 
were not turned away from visiting their war memorials. The Park Service cherishes the special 
relationship we share with America's veterans, and I am proud that we were able to 
accommodate these visits during the government shutdown. 

The Park Service also had an opportunity to consider the effect of the shutdown on certain 
commercial, concession and partnership facilities located in and around our national parks. The 
initial decision to close commercial, concession, and partnership facilities was made consistent 
with the requirements of the Anti deficiency Act. Given the time constraints in planning for the 
shutdown, the Park Service took the most prudent course to minimize the possibility of 
obligating funds in the absence of appropriations. 

On October 11,2013, I issued an Amendment to the Closure Notice to allow the Park Service, on 
a case-by-case basis, to detennine whether commercial, concession, and partnership facilities 
could be reopened during the shutdown. As explained in the Amendment, the detennination to 
reopen individual facilities was based on a number of specific criteria, including whether 
reopening the facility would require NPS to obligate or expend any funds in violation of the 
Antideficiency Act. The Park Service was in the process of evaluating various requests under 
these criteria when the government shutdown ended on October 16,2013. 

During the government shutdown, the Park Service also signed agreements with six states 
allowing those states to donate funds so that the NPS could reopen and manage certain national 
parks in those states. The original Contingency Plan for the Park Service specifically stated that 
NPS would not entertain offers from other agencies or organizations to cover the cost of 
reopening parks, memorials, trails, roads, or other facilities. This initial detennination was made 
in light of the complex legal issues involved with negotiating individual agreements with an 
unlimited number of potential donors. 

As the shutdown continued, the economic impact of national park closures across the country 
began to amass. Visitor spending generates an estimated $32 million per day in communities 
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near national parks and contributes $76 million each day to the national economy. On October 
1 Q, 2013, Secretary Jewell announced that the Department would consider agreements with 
gQvemors who indicated an interest and ability to fund Park Service personnel to reopen national 
p~ks in their states. We then began the process of negotiating individual agreements with the 
stfites that had expressed an interest in reopening certain national parks. This was a practical and 
telmporary solution to lessen the impact for the businesses and communities that rely on the 
National Park system for their economic wellbeing. 

Epclosed is a CD titled "00051055_001'' that contains 21 documents and 87 pages of material 
r~ponsive to your request. We will continue to work with the Committee to provide infonnation 
r~sponsive to this request. Please do not hesitate to contact my Deputy Director for 
Cbngressional and External Relations, Christy Goldfuss, at 202-208-3818 if you have any 
qllestions or need additional assistance. 

Aj similar letter is being sent to the Honorable Darrell Issa. 

Sincerely, 

J<j)nathan B. Jarvis 
Director 

at closure 

de: The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Chainnan 



United States Departmen of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

The Honorable John L. Mica 

NATIONAL PARK SE VICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 202 

DEC 1 2 2013 

Chainnan, Subcommittee on Government Operations 

Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chainnan Mica: 

This letter responds to your letter dated October 3, 2013, see ing infonnation related to the 

National Park Service's (NPS or Park Service) activities d ng the federal government 
shutdown due to a lapse in appropriations. 

On October 1, 2013, the Park Service, along with all other b eaus and offices of the Department 
of the Interior, began to implement an orderly shutdown ofi activities due to a lapse in 

appropriations. Under the Closure Detennination and Notic (Closure Notice) I issued that day, 
NPS closed and secured national park facilities and grounds d suspended all activities. Under 
the provisions of the Anti deficiency Act, in the absence of appropriation from Congress, the 
Park Service is limited to expending federal funds on activiti related to the protection oflife 
and property. Accordingly, NPS was obligated to close all 4 1 national parks across the country 
and furlough more than 20,000 employees. Approximately ,000 employees were exempted 
from the furlough to perfonn the limited activities pennissib e under the Antideficiency Act. 

Throughout the shutdown, countless decisions had to be mad across the country about how to 
implement the Closure Notice at NPS sites in a manner consi tent with the Antideficiency Act. 
As issues arose, leaders at every level of the Park Service us their best judgment with little 

precedent or infonnation, such as the potential duration of th shutdown or the broader impacts 
of their decisions. As the shutdown drew on, the Park Servi began to evaluate whether any 
modifications or clarifications of the Closure Notice could b made consistent with the 
Antideficiency Act to reduce the impact of the shutdown on e American people. 

During the shutdown, questions were raised about the impl entation of the shutdown with 
respect to the monuments and memorials under the care ofth NPS on the National Mall. 
Congress has charged the Park Service with the preservation d protection of the natural, 
historic, and cultural resources of the national parks, includin the National Mall, for the benefit 
of future generations. The Park Service is committed to this andate whether the national parks 
are open or ifthere is a lapse in appropriations. The decision to erect barriers around open-air 
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monuments on the National Mall was made to ensure the p eservation and protection of these 
national treasures. 

On a normal day, there are more than 300 National Mall an Memorial Parks employees on duty. 
Park rangers are on site to provide eyes and ears for the U. . Park Police and ensure the 
safekeeping of our national treasures, enhance the visitor e perience by sharing some history 
about the memorials, keep the grounds and restrooms clean maintain the landscape and 
fountains, and oversee special events that happen almost da ly. All but a dozen of the National 
Mall and Memorial Parks employees were furloughed duri g the government shutdown. The 
limited staff resources during the shutdown dictated that se uring these icons was the necessary 
and prudent step to ensure the protection oflife and propert on the National Mall. 

In managing these closures, the Park Service sought to bal ce our legal obligations under the 
Antideficiency Act and the protection and preservation of ese memorials with the needs of our 
veterans who often visit the war memorials on the National all. Throughout the shutdown my 
team worked diligently to try to ensure that veterans, Hono Flight groups, and their families 
were not turned away from visiting their war memorials. e Park Service cherishes the special 
relationship we share with America's veterans, and I am pro d that we were able to 
accommodate these visits during the government shutdown. 

The Park Service also had an opportunity to consider the e ect of the shutdown on certain 
commercial, concession and partnership facilities located in and around our national parks. The 
initial decision to close commercial, concession, and partn ship facilities was made consistent 
with the requirements of the Antideficiency Act. Given the time constraints in planning for the 
shutdown, the Park Service took the most prudent course to minimize the possibility of 
obligating funds in the absence of appropriations. 

On October 11,2013, I issued an Amendment to the Closur Notice to allow the Park Service, on 
a case-by-case basis, to determine whether commercial, con ession, and partnership facilities 
could be reopened during the shutdown. As explained in th Amendment, the determination to 
reopen individual facilities was based on a number of speci c criteria, including whether . 
reopening the facility would require NPS to obligate or exp nd any funds in violation of the 
Antideficiency Act. The Park Service was in the process of evaluating various requests under 
these criteria when the government shutdown ended on Oct ber 16,2013. 

During the government shutdown, the Park Service also si ed agreements with six states 
allowing those states to donate funds so that the NPS could eopen and manage certain national 
parks in those states. The original Contingency Plan for the Park Service specifically stated that 
NPS would not entertain offers from other agencies or org · ations to cover the cost of 
reopening parks, memorials, trails, roads, or other facilities. This initial determination was made 
in light of the complex legal issues involved with negotiatin individual agreements with an 
unlimited number of potential donors. 
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As the shutdown continued, the economic impact of nation I park closures across the country 
began to amass. Visitor spending generates an estimated $ 2 million per day in communities 
near national parks and contributes $76 million each day to the national economy. On October 
10,2013, Secretary Jewell announced that the Department ould consider agreements with 
governors who indicated an interest and ability to fund Par Service personnel to reopen national 
parks in their states. We then began the process ofnegotia ·ng individual agreements with the 
states that had expressed an interest in reopening certain na · onal parks. This was a practical and 
temporary solution to lessen the impact for the businesses d communities that rely on the 
National Park system for their economic wellbeing. 

Enclosed is a CD titled "00051 055 _ 00 I" that contains 21 d cuments and 87 pages of material 
responsive to your request. We will continue to work with he Committee to provide infonnation 
responsive to this request. Please do not hesitate to contact my Deputy Director for 
Congressional and External Relations, Christy Goldfuss, at 02-208-3818 if you have any 
questions or need additional assistance. 

A similar letter is being sent to the Honorable Darrell Issa. 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan B. Jarvis 
Director 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, Ranking Minori Member 

















































































































































































The Honorable Jonathan B. Jarvis 
Director 

~nitt'b 

October 15,2013 

......., 
c:::l 

~ National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW ~ ;a :_I 1-1l 
W asbington, DC 20240 •. :-? 

OJ ~--q 

Dear Director Jarvis: 

Horace M. Albright, co-founder of the National Park Service (NPS) and its second . : ;? 
director, urged the Service to become a strong and independent entity. He famously said that: the ~J, 
service should not become " ... just another executive government bureau ... " but called on it to be -
exceptional. 1 

' 

Our concern is that despite its critical role in maintaining some of our nation's most 
cherished places, the NPS's leadership is no longer living up to this mandate. NPS's response to 
the partial government shutdown appears to be ad-hoc, inconsistent, and without sensible 
guidance to states, local communities. and the public at large. 

For example, the NPS has had a variety of positions on who is and who is not admitted to 
the World War II memoriaL Near the National MaH, the NPS has closed and barricaded the 
Lincoln and Jefferson memorials but not effectively barricaded the World War I memorial or the 
Mall itself. This same inconsistency also appears regarding requests to re-open memorials. Prior 
to the NPS's decision to re-open the World War II memorial, World Warn veterans from the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast Honor Flight were barred from the World War II memorial and an NPS 
spokesperson said, "We have been getting quite a few calls from honor flights and have had to 
let them know that ... they won't be able to access the memoriaL"2 Notably, however, in 
Maryland. Minority Whip Steny Hoyer and Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley were able to 
persuade the NPS to unlock the gates of the National Firefighters Memorial for a National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial Service. 3 

In South Dakota, without prior notice or consultation with state and local officials, the 
NPS placed cones along highway viewing areas outside Mount Rushmore. When State officials 
raised concerns, they were told that the cones were placed there as a "safety precaution to help 
channel cars into viewing areas rather than to bar their entrance!' However, visitors reported 

1 Speech, National Park Service Director HoraceM. Albright, Farewell Message; 1933. 
2 "'Visiting Veterans Storm Closed War Memorials," Washington Post, Michael Ruane and Debbi Wilgoren; 
October l, 2013. 
3 "Tovms, States Are Ponying Up to Keep National Parks Open," Wall Street Journal, Tamara Audi and Caroline 
Porter; October 5, 2013. 



that the cones actually blocked off the viewing areas. Additionally, after a blizzard. the cones 
became a safety hazard for snow plows and had to be removed.4 

During the 1995 government shutdown, local communities and the State of Arizona 
agreed to pay the cost and worked with the NPS to open the south rim of the Grand Canyon.5 

However, during the current shutdown. when asked about the possibility of state and local 
governments paying to help open national parks, an NPS spokesman said, " ... [I]t would not be 
appropriate or feasible to open some parks or some J'arts of parks while other parts of the 
National Park System remain dosed to the public." Five days later. however, the NPS reversed 
c~urse? On October 10.2013, a Department ofthe Interior spokesman said that the Federal 
government would consider offers from states who "indicate an interest and ability to fully fund 
National Park Service personnel to re-open national parks in their states."8 

The NPS also appears to have reversed itself when it barricaded and then un-barricaded a 
non-profit establishment with only a tangential connection to the National Park system. Despite 
not receiving any federal funding since 1980, at the start of the partial government shutdown, 
NPS police barricaded the Claude Moore Farm but did not bar employee access.9 On October 9, 
2013, however, armed NPS park police barricaded the farm with em~loyees insi® in an attempt 
to force the employees to leave and to force the closure of the farm. 1 Then, just hours later, the 
park police mysteriously left.. leaving the farm free to operate. 11 There was no explanation given 
to fann employees as to why the park police barricaded, then un-barricaded the farm. 12 

The NPS has also erroneously barricaded private property. Shortly after the shutdown 
began. NPS employees barricaded Mount Vernon parking lots, preventinp access to the historic 
mansion.13 The parking lots, however. were actually not NPS property. 1 When the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Society, the actual owners of the parking lots, brought this to the attention of the 
NPS. the NPS un-barricaded the lots, with the exception of one lot the NPS thought. but was not 
certain, it owned. 15 The most recent information available is that more than a week into the 
shutdown, the NPS has continued to barricade the lot while it attempts to determine ownership.16 

Further, it appears that the NPS has not taken advantage of the opportunities it has under 
its own shutdown contingency plan. For example, the NPS is allowed by the Department of the 

4 "Rushmore Blockage Stirs Anger in S.D," Sioux Falls Argus Leader, Jonathsn Ellis; October 5, 2013. 
5 "Visitors Turned Away at Grand Canyon amid Government Shutdown," Arizona Republic, Michelle Ye Hee Lee; 
October 2, 2013. 
~"Towns, States Are Ponying Up to Keep National Parks Open," Wall Street .Journal, Tamara Audi and Caroline 
Porter; October 5, 2013. 
1 '"Feds to Let States Pay to Open Parks," i\ssociated Press, Matthew Daly; October 10,2013 
aId 
9 Letter, Claude Moore Farm Managing Director Anna Eberly to the General Public; October 6, 2013. 
10 Letter, Claude Moore Fann Managing Director Anna Eberly to the General Public; October 9, 2013, 

ld 
12ld 
13 ~How the Shutdown Could Affect You," WTOP; October 9, 20 B 
l4Jd 
ISJ({ 
16 Id 



Interior (DOI) to continue "'Activities essential to ensure continued public .health and safety.''17 

However, it has chosen not to collect trash from federal parks in Washington. DC. After several 
days, Washington, DC Mayor Vincent Gray was forced to use city sanitation crews to combat 
what he said was, "the spread of vermin" in the District of Columbia. Ill The DOI has also tasked 
the NPS v.ith ''Communication with employees and the public.'' However, the NPS's website, 
the most basic and eost effective way to communicate with the public, is currently shut down. 19 

Government departments from the Small Business Administration to the Department of 
Commerce have kept bare bones versions of their websites functioning while the NPS has not. 

One ofthe most disturbing reports came from Yellowstone National Park. According to 
press accounts, park rangers held tourists "under armed guard" to prevent them from leaving 
their hotel, cancelled a scheduled bathroom break while their tour bus was exiting the park, and 
refused to allow them to take pictures from just outside their tour bus because park rangers 
repeatedly claimed they were "recreating."20 While a partial government shutdown may have 
forced Y eHowstone National Park to close, these actions appear petty and unnecessary. 

This is not the .first time questions have been raised about the Service's leadership. On 
March 1, 2013, during the sequester debate, you were interviewed by CBS News on the 
sequester's potential impact. In the interview, you claimed that the sequester could force the 
cancellation of the Cherry Blossom Festival and that the access road to Glacier National Park 
would not be ~lowed, the end result of which was, in your words, that park visitors were "not 
gonna come.'tl On March 12,2013, less than two weeks larer, the NPS confirmed that the 
Cherry Blossom Festival would not be cut because "staffmg had been planned far enough in 
advance that the festival would not be sunk by sequestration.''22 On March 27, 2013, the NPS 
confinned that Glacier National Park's access road would be plowed and the park would remain 
open to visitors,23 

Our concern is that the NPS' s actions during the shutdown show a lack of preparation 
and leadership. Further, the NPS has not provided clear and consistent policies on park closures 
to NPS employees, state and local stakeholders, and the public at large. To address these 
concerns, please provide the following documents: 

1. AU records of communications to or from you relating to the partial government 
shutdown. 

2. AU records of communication to or from NPS Deputy Director Peggy O'Dell relating to 
the partial government shutdown. 

17 National Park Service Contingency Plan. available at: http://www.doi.gov/shutdown!fy2014/upload/NPS~ 
contingency~plan.pdf 
18 "Gray Orders Cleaning of Federal Parks,"' Washington Post. Mike DeBonis; (){;tober 4, 2013. 
19 National Park Service Contingency Plan. available at: http:/Jwv..w.doi.gov/shutdownlfy2014/upload/NPS
contingeney·plan.pdf 
20 "'Gestapo' Tactics Meet Senior Citizens at Yellowstone," Newbury Port News, John Macone; October .8, 20 t 3. 
21 "For National Parks, Sequester Could Mean Cancelled Parades, Dirty Bathrooms," CBS News, Lindsey Boe:nna, 
March I, 2013. 
22 "Sequester at Home: Welcome to Washington," ABC News, Sarah. Pamass; March 12, 2013. 
13 "Glacier National Park Finalizes Sequestration Cuts," KTVQ; March 27, 2013. 



3. All documents related to the NPS's government shutdown plans created by or reviewed 
by the NPS Director's office. 

4. All records of communications and documents related to the ability of states and 
localities to fund the operation ofNational Parks. 

Thank you for your cooperation and attention in this matter. We would appreciate a 
response by October 29, 2013. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris 
Lucas on Ranking Member GrassJey' s staff at (202) 224·5225 and Drew Colliatie on Chainnan 
Issa's staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Charles E. Grassley, 
Conunittee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Oversight and 
Government Refonn 
U.S. House of Representatives 



HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
8TH DISTRICT. NEW YORK 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

The Honorable Sally Jewell 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
1849 "C" Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell, 

cteongre~~ of tbe ~niteb ~tate~ 
J!,Jou~e of l\epre~entattbe~ 

wmta~bington, :mete 20515 

October 14, 2013 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
1339 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-5936 

D STR CT OFFICES· 

CENTRAL BROOKLYN OFFICE: 

55 HANSON PLACE, SUITE 603 
BROOKLYN, NY 11217 

(718) 237-2211 

SOUTH BROOKLYN OFFICE: 

445 NEPTUNE AVENUE, FIRST FLOOR 
BROOKLYN, NY 11224 

(718) 373..{)033 

JEFFAIES.HOUSE.GOV 

I write with respect to Aviator Sports and Event Center (Aviator), an organization that resides in the Floyd 
Bennet Field area of Gateway National Park (Gateway), which I proudly represent in the U.S. Congress. As 
you know, the current government shutdown has affected national parks across our nation. Locally the 
temporary closure of Aviator has adversely impacted my constituents, the local community and our economy. 
As such, I request that the National Park Service reassess their closure decision and permit Aviator to open its 
doors as soon as possible given their unique contractual and logistical standing. 

The government shutdown requires that Gateway close to the public. However, as a concessionaire of the 
National Park Service, Aviator is independently situated with its own entrance and point of access for the public 
to gain admission. This layout permits Aviator grounds to be used without violation of the territorial integrity 
of other park land. A via tor is committed to staffing the locked gates surrounding their grounds to ensure the 
prevention of individuals attempting to visit other areas ofthe park, in a manner consistent with past practice. 

The last quarter ofthe year is Aviator's busiest period, which makes the current closure particularly harmful. 
Ice hockey games, birthday parties, and large scale events with 15,000 attendees have been cancelled, 
rescheduled, or lost to competitors as a result of this shutdown. Non-profit organizations that serve 
developmentally disabled adults have been unable to use Aviator for the last two weeks, and it has already lost a 
month of revenue. With 49 full time employees languishing in uncertainty and approximately 125 part-time 
employees unable to work, the economic impact for the local community can only be remedied if the National 
Park Service reassesses its closure decision. 

For the reasons set forth above, I respectfully request that the National Park Service permit Aviator to open its 
doors to the public forthwith. 

best regards, 

~ 
Hakeem J effr 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

cc: Lena McDowall, Business Management Office, NPS 
Suzanne McCarthy Acting Superintendent, Gateway National Park 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF Tl-IE SECRETARY 

Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Jeffries: 

Washington, DC 20240 

FEB 1 8 2014 

Thank you for your letter of October 14, 2013, concerning the temporary closure of Aviator Sports, a 
facility operated through a National Park Service (NPS) concession contract at Gateway National 
Recreation Area in Brooklyn, New York. 

The government shutdown from October I through Q(..1:ober 16, 2013 resulted in sjgniticant financial 
impacts to businesses, communities, and federal employees. W c understand that Aviator Sports was 
similarly impacted by the shutdown. Although the shutdown is over, we would nonet11eless like to 
address the concerns raised in your letter. 

All NPS concession managers were instructed to close concession operations during the shutdown. NPS 
policy on this matter was applied uniformly across the National Park System. and the determination was 
made after careful consideration. Although Aviator's location allows for direct access outside the park, 
there is no secured perimeter around the facility, and any visitors to Aviator would have had unfettered 
access to all of Floyd Bennett Field, which remained closed and unprotected during the government 
shutdovvn. Concession operations exist to serve park visitors, and as such, like other non-essential 
operations, they were required to close to ensure that park operations were in compliance with the 
Antideficiency Act. 

Park staff was well aware of the negative impacts of the shutdown to many NPS partners and staff. We 
hope to put this unfortunate event behind us, and we look forward to the continued, uninterrupted 
operations of all NPS operations in the future. 

As a result of concerns regarding the policy to close all concession operations, the NPS is currently 
considering revisions to its government shutdown guidance. We truly appreciate your continued support 
and personal interest in tht: National Park Service and Gateway National Recreation Area. 

If you have any further questions about this matter please contact Gateway National Recreation Area 
Superintendent Jen Nersesian, who can be reached at (718) 354-4661. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF Tl-IE SECRETARY 

Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Jeffries: 

Washington, DC 20240 

FEB 1 8 2014 

Thank you for your letter of October 14, 2013, concerning the temporary closure of Aviator Sports, a 
facility operated through a National Park Service (NPS) concession contract at Gateway National 
Recreation Area in Brooklyn, New York. 
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·----------------------·-·-·-- ·--
Neimeyer, Sarah <sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.goV> Tue, Oct 22, 2013 at 12:51 PM 
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--- Forwarded message ---
From: Montoya, Ken <Ken.Montoya@mail.house.goV> 
Date: Tue, Oct 22, 2013 at 11 :50 AM 
Subject: Inquiry for Sec. Jewell 
To: "Neimeyer, Sarah" <sarah_neimeyer@ios.doi.goV> 

Attached is the letter about reimbursement process for Arizona. 

Ken Montoya 1 Legislative Director 

Office of Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick (AZ·01) 

330 Cannon House Office Building I Washington D.C. I 202-225-3361 

Connect with Rep. Kirkpatrick: Facebook I Twitter 1 E-newsletter 

Sarah C. Neimeyer, Director 
Office of Congressional and Legislati-.e Affairs 
Office of the Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Office - (202) 208-5557 
Fax - (202) 208-5533 
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KENNY MARCHANT 
24TH OISTR!Cl. I rxAS 

COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

SuoCOM•••nn ON 
SEUCT REVENUE M EASURES 

SUBCOMMinl'E ON 0\/tASIC>n 

(!CongresS' of tbe 'mtniteb ~tates 
~ouse of l\eprtsentati~CEIVEO 

52 7 
~ington, ZB~ 20515-4324 
I tl b 2013 OCT 21 Ai1 iO: 44 

WASHINGTON OffiC£ 
1110 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515 
(202)225-6605 

DISTRICT OfFICE, 
9901 EAST VALLEY RANCH PARKWAY 

Su1~303S 
IRVING. TX 75063 
(9721556-0162 

_ _.._ ,. -· · ·-· 
October 11.2013 

The T lonorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary ofthc Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 

I • .... , 

I am writing to you regarding recent news reports of tourists being intimidated and 
treated unprofessionally by the Park Service at Yel1owstone NationaJ Park. I would appreciate a 
complete review of these reported incidents and answers to the following questions. 

It has been reported that a tour group, including many intemationaJ visitors, were locked 
in a Y cUowstone National Park hotel for several hours by armed guards. This is not the type of 
experience that encourages foreign visitors to return to America, or for constituents from my 
di~trict to visit our treasured nationaJ parks. Our national parks are a source of great nationaJ 
pride and belong to aJl Americans. The national parks should be treated with the highest levels of 
~cspect ;md should not be used as a means to punish unsuspecting visitors. Are you aware of the 
measures that were taken during the closing of Y ellowslone National Park, or were actions taken 
beyond the authorization given to local Interior Department employees? I would further 
appreciate copies of any incident reports logged by Interior Department employees during the 
sh ttdown process of Yellowstone National Park related to these events and the employees 
involved. 

It was also reported that the bus carrying these visitors out of Yellowstone was not 
a1lowed to make any stops on its way out of the park. This seems hardly an appropriate manner 
to a11ow visitors to exit the park. During the lapse in appropriations, has the Interior Department 
informed any local vendors that their operating licenses may be in jeopardy if they assist park 
v· c; tors? 

The incidents reported at Yellowstone appear to be part of a systematic effort to make life 
ns difficult as possible for visitors caught off guard by the lapse in appropriations. The 
Washington Times quotes a park ranger as saying "We've been told to make life as difficult for 
people as we can. It's disgusting." Rather than trying to ease the inconveniences caused by the 
lapse of appropriations, it appears as though the Interior Department is expending resources to 
ensure the worst possible outcome during this time. During the last lapses in appropriations in 

PRINTED ON RECYClED PAPER 



1995 <1'1d . 996, stories such as these were highly uncommon. I implore the Department of 
Intenor to cease its current approach to visitors during this lapse of appropriations. 

Thank you for your review of this correspondence. Should you have any questions 
rcrJ.aJding this Jetter. pJease feel free to contact me, or my Legislative Director, Scott 
Ctmningham, at 202.225.6605 or scott.cunningham@mail.house.gov. 

~rely, 

Ae~ar ant 
M:;~:~~f Congress 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY RP.fEil TO: 

W2623(YELL) 

OCT 3 t 1013 

Honorable Kenny Marchant 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1100 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Marchant: 

NATfONAL PARK SERVJCE 
PO Box 168 

Yellows toile National Park 
Wyoming82190 

Thank you for the opportunity to address your concerns regarding implementation of the government 
shutdown in Yellowstone National Park. The media repmts you mention are incorrect and I appreciate 
this chance to provide you the correct information. 

At 0800 hours on October I, 2013, per order given by the Office of Management and Budget through the 
Department of Interior, Yellowstone National Park began conducting an orderly shutdown of government 
services including public access and recreation. Excepted critical staff, including law enforcement 
rangers, began contacting day use visitors and advised them to begin leaving or making preparations to 
leave the park via the exits ultimately most convenient for their continued travel plans and routes. In an 
attempt to mitigate some of the hardship imposed by the shutdown, visitors with existing overnight 
reservations for park lodges and campgrounds were allowed to stay up to 48 hours before leaving. This 
action was taken in order to provide overnight visitors ample time to make altemative travel and lodging 
anangements. 

Overnight visitors contacted during shutdown implementation (including the bus tour group mentioned in 
your letter) were advised that they were welcome to stay the term of their reservation up to 48 hours, but 
that their use of the park would be restricted to the developed area due to the required shutdown of public 
access and recreation. These visitors were advised to retorn to their area of lodging and that they were 
free to move around the lodging or campground area, but other park activities such as hiking trails, geyser 
basins and travel for roadside wildlife viewing would not be available. Additionally, overnight visitors 
were advised that vehicle travel upon roadways would be allowed for egress and include no recreational 
stops, only those stops necessary for refueling and restroom use. 

All park concessionaires were instructed to provide normal public services through Friday, October 4, or 
until directed by the park Superintendent that they could close public facilities. Public facilities available 
through October 4 included restaurants, rcstrooms, medical clinics, gas stations, lodging, campgrounds 
and vehicle towing senrices. 

At no time were visitors intimidated, treated tmprofessionally or "locked'' in a Yellowstone National Park 
hotel by anned guards. The tour group mentioned in your Jetter stayed in the Old Faithful area, along 
with hundreds of other visitors and eljlployees. These visitors had the opportunity to enjoy viewing the 



eruption of Old Faithful and took advantage of the numerous dining options available. I am unable to 
provide any incident reports related to the incidents described in your letter as the incidents did not occur. 
Thousands of visitors were contacted and received the same message as the tour group in question 
without issue. 

I am confident that while clearly unf01tunate and a hardship for park visitors, the required shutdown was 
implemented as reasonably, orderly and compassionately as possible. Please don't hesitate to contact me 
with further questions, concerns or need for issue clarification at (307) 344-2002. 

Sincerely, 

/( - . ~ \~ n [' ~ 11 , i / 
/~euw\UW~ 

Daniel N. Wenk 
Superintendent 
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in a Y cUowstone National Park hotel for several hours by armed guards. This is not the type of 
experience that encourages foreign visitors to return to America, or for constituents from my 
di~trict to visit our treasured nationaJ parks. Our national parks are a source of great nationaJ 
pride and belong to aJl Americans. The national parks should be treated with the highest levels of 
~cspect ;md should not be used as a means to punish unsuspecting visitors. Are you aware of the 
measures that were taken during the closing of Y ellowslone National Park, or were actions taken 
beyond the authorization given to local Interior Department employees? I would further 
appreciate copies of any incident reports logged by Interior Department employees during the 
sh ttdown process of Yellowstone National Park related to these events and the employees 
involved. 

It was also reported that the bus carrying these visitors out of Yellowstone was not 
a1lowed to make any stops on its way out of the park. This seems hardly an appropriate manner 
to a11ow visitors to exit the park. During the lapse in appropriations, has the Interior Department 
informed any local vendors that their operating licenses may be in jeopardy if they assist park 
v· c; tors? 

The incidents reported at Yellowstone appear to be part of a systematic effort to make life 
ns difficult as possible for visitors caught off guard by the lapse in appropriations. The 
Washington Times quotes a park ranger as saying "We've been told to make life as difficult for 
people as we can. It's disgusting." Rather than trying to ease the inconveniences caused by the 
lapse of appropriations, it appears as though the Interior Department is expending resources to 
ensure the worst possible outcome during this time. During the last lapses in appropriations in 
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1995 <1'1d . 996, stories such as these were highly uncommon. I implore the Department of 
Intenor to cease its current approach to visitors during this lapse of appropriations. 

Thank you for your review of this correspondence. Should you have any questions 
rcrJ.aJding this Jetter. pJease feel free to contact me, or my Legislative Director, Scott 
Ctmningham, at 202.225.6605 or scott.cunningham@mail.house.gov. 

~rely, 

Ae~ar ant 
M:;~:~~f Congress 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY RP.fEil TO: 

W2623(YELL) 

OCT 3 t 1013 

Honorable Kenny Marchant 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1100 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Marchant: 

NATfONAL PARK SERVJCE 
PO Box 168 

Yellows toile National Park 
Wyoming82190 

Thank you for the opportunity to address your concerns regarding implementation of the government 
shutdown in Yellowstone National Park. The media repmts you mention are incorrect and I appreciate 
this chance to provide you the correct information. 

At 0800 hours on October I, 2013, per order given by the Office of Management and Budget through the 
Department of Interior, Yellowstone National Park began conducting an orderly shutdown of government 
services including public access and recreation. Excepted critical staff, including law enforcement 
rangers, began contacting day use visitors and advised them to begin leaving or making preparations to 
leave the park via the exits ultimately most convenient for their continued travel plans and routes. In an 
attempt to mitigate some of the hardship imposed by the shutdown, visitors with existing overnight 
reservations for park lodges and campgrounds were allowed to stay up to 48 hours before leaving. This 
action was taken in order to provide overnight visitors ample time to make altemative travel and lodging 
anangements. 

Overnight visitors contacted during shutdown implementation (including the bus tour group mentioned in 
your letter) were advised that they were welcome to stay the term of their reservation up to 48 hours, but 
that their use of the park would be restricted to the developed area due to the required shutdown of public 
access and recreation. These visitors were advised to retorn to their area of lodging and that they were 
free to move around the lodging or campground area, but other park activities such as hiking trails, geyser 
basins and travel for roadside wildlife viewing would not be available. Additionally, overnight visitors 
were advised that vehicle travel upon roadways would be allowed for egress and include no recreational 
stops, only those stops necessary for refueling and restroom use. 

All park concessionaires were instructed to provide normal public services through Friday, October 4, or 
until directed by the park Superintendent that they could close public facilities. Public facilities available 
through October 4 included restaurants, rcstrooms, medical clinics, gas stations, lodging, campgrounds 
and vehicle towing senrices. 

At no time were visitors intimidated, treated tmprofessionally or "locked'' in a Yellowstone National Park 
hotel by anned guards. The tour group mentioned in your Jetter stayed in the Old Faithful area, along 
with hundreds of other visitors and eljlployees. These visitors had the opportunity to enjoy viewing the 



eruption of Old Faithful and took advantage of the numerous dining options available. I am unable to 
provide any incident reports related to the incidents described in your letter as the incidents did not occur. 
Thousands of visitors were contacted and received the same message as the tour group in question 
without issue. 

I am confident that while clearly unf01tunate and a hardship for park visitors, the required shutdown was 
implemented as reasonably, orderly and compassionately as possible. Please don't hesitate to contact me 
with further questions, concerns or need for issue clarification at (307) 344-2002. 

Sincerely, 

/( - . ~ \~ n [' ~ 11 , i / 
/~euw\UW~ 

Daniel N. Wenk 
Superintendent 
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The Honorable Sally Jewell 
Secretary of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary Jewell, 

Office of Senator Grassley 202-228-1684 

iinittd ~mtts ~tnatt 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-1501 

October 1, 2013 
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I was astounded to learn today that the National World War II Memorial and other public 
memorials on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., were being barricaded off from the public 
today, ostensibly due to the government shutdown. 

A flight of World War II veterans from lowa is current en route to Washington, D.C., for what is 
likely for most their last chance to see THEIR memorial. They called the National Park Service 
yesterday inquiring whether they should cancel their flight, but were given assurances that they 
should go forward. Now, I understand that when they arrive, they will find that the National 
Park Police have pro·actively barricaded this public memorial to prevent their entrance. 

I understand that buildings and parks may need to close do to the lack of appropriations, but 
public, open air1 outdoor memorials that Congress intended to be open to all Americans should 
not be closed. Please let me know immediately what you plan to do to allow these national 
heroes access to THEIR memorial. 

Charles E. Orassley 
United States Senator 

CC: Jonathan Jarvis, Director National Park Service 

RANKING MeMBER, 
JUDICIARY 

Committee Assignments: 

AGRICULTURE 
BUDGET 
FINANCE 

CO.CHAIAMAN, 
INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 

CONTROL CAUCUS 
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United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

November 6, 2013 

Honorable Bill Huizenga 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Huizenga: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
National Capital Region 

llOO Ohio Drive, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20242 

Thank you for your inquire regarding the National Park Service (NPS) parks and memorials in 
the Washington metropolitan area, and their operations during the recent government shutdown. 
Your letter has been forwarded to me for a reply. 

In a shutdown caused by a lapse in appropriations, all federal agencies are required by law to 
shut down any activities funded by annual appropriations that are not excepted by law. Because 
the Antideficiency Act prohibits federal agency officials from incurring financial obligations in 
the absence of appropriations, during the recent shutdown, the NPS was forced to close all 401 
National Park units- from the Grand Canyon to the National Mall- and suspend operations. All 
park grounds, visitor centers, concessions and park roads, except for throughways, were required 
to be closed. Federal employees who violate the Act are subject to both administrative and 
criminal penalties. Operations for our parks and memorials would require a financial 
expenditure. Under the Act, federal officials may only incur obligations that are necessary for 
the orderly termination of an agency's function. 

The shutdown caused more than 20,000 NPS employees to be furloughed. Only a small number 
of "excepted personnel" were allowed to remain on duty. For example, other than the United 
States Park Police, only 12 employees remained on duty at the National Mall out of a workforce 
of more than 330. Without sufficient personnel, the NPS cannot protect public health and safety 
or protect park resources, whether those resources are inside or outside. 

The NPS takes great pride in caring for our national treasures and in welcoming millions of 
visitors. Making our sites unavailable to the public was painful for our staff, but necessary under 
the law. We hope that you will take the time to visit our National Parks now that the government 
has reopened. 

~~JW 
. Whitesell 



United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

November 6, 2013 

Honorable Bill Huizenga 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Huizenga: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
National Capital Region 

llOO Ohio Drive, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20242 

Thank you for your inquire regarding the National Park Service (NPS) parks and memorials in 
the Washington metropolitan area, and their operations during the recent government shutdown. 
Your letter has been forwarded to me for a reply. 

In a shutdown caused by a lapse in appropriations, all federal agencies are required by law to 
shut down any activities funded by annual appropriations that are not excepted by law. Because 
the Antideficiency Act prohibits federal agency officials from incurring financial obligations in 
the absence of appropriations, during the recent shutdown, the NPS was forced to close all 401 
National Park units- from the Grand Canyon to the National Mall- and suspend operations. All 
park grounds, visitor centers, concessions and park roads, except for throughways, were required 
to be closed. Federal employees who violate the Act are subject to both administrative and 
criminal penalties. Operations for our parks and memorials would require a financial 
expenditure. Under the Act, federal officials may only incur obligations that are necessary for 
the orderly termination of an agency's function. 

The shutdown caused more than 20,000 NPS employees to be furloughed. Only a small number 
of "excepted personnel" were allowed to remain on duty. For example, other than the United 
States Park Police, only 12 employees remained on duty at the National Mall out of a workforce 
of more than 330. Without sufficient personnel, the NPS cannot protect public health and safety 
or protect park resources, whether those resources are inside or outside. 

The NPS takes great pride in caring for our national treasures and in welcoming millions of 
visitors. Making our sites unavailable to the public was painful for our staff, but necessary under 
the law. We hope that you will take the time to visit our National Parks now that the government 
has reopened. 

~~JW 
. Whitesell 
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