Conversation Contents

FW: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM
Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports,
and Provide More Public Information, 361421

/1. FW: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM
Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and
Provide More Public Information, 361421/2.1 DOI Response Final GAO-14-
140.PDF

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Feb 04 2014 10:54:24 GMT-0700 (MST)

LaVanna Stevenson <lIsteven@blm.gov>, Harvey Blank
<harvey.blank@sol.doi.gov>, Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>, Philip Lowe
<philip.lowe@sol.doi.gov>, Richard Myers
To: <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>, Matthew McKeown
) <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>, DOI_PFM_ALO
<doi_pfm_alo@ios.doi.gov>, OS_PMB_OfficeHeads
<os_pmb_officeheads@ios.doi.gov>, DOl _Bureau_ Heads
<doi_bureau_heads@ios.doi.gov>, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
FW: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140,
Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information, 361421

Subject:

GAO has released the final report on Coal Leasing. http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-
140

There are eight recommendations to BLM. The Department’s 60-day letter addressing the
implementation of the eight recommendations is due by April 7th,

| request that LaVanna Stevenson consolidate the comments and recommendation responses

and submit the draft 60-day letter to me by March 20, This will provide sufficient time for
departmental review and surnaming before it gets signed by the Assistant Secretary for Land and
Minerals.



Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

From: GAO Reports [mailto:GAOReports@gao.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 9:40 AM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov;

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov

Cc: FennellA@gao.gov; ErdmannE@gao.gov; HockadayS@gao.gov; ReidJJ@gao.gov;
HeacockS@gao.gov; Norrisc@gao.gov

Subject: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information, 361421

GAO will release the following previously restricted product to the public today. Until
then, use the secure link below to access the product.

GAO-14-140

Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider
Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information

http://www.gao.gov/prerelease/nLRr

This report contains recommendations to your agency. As you know, 31 U.S.C. 720
requires the head of a federal agency to submit a written statement of the actions taken
on our recommendations to the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
not later than 60 calendar days from the date of the report and to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations with the agency's first request for appropriations made
more than 60 calendar days after that date. Since the congressional requester has asked
that the distribution of the report be restricted, as provided by GAQO's Congressional
Protocols, the 60-day period begins on the date the report is released and e-mailed to
you. Because agency personnel serve as the primary source of information on the status
of recommendations, GAO requests that you also provide GAO with a copy of your
agency's statement of action to serve as preliminary information on the status of open
recommendations. Please send your statement of action to ERDMANN, ELIZABETH A
(erdmanne@gao.gov) or to me at (fennella@gao.gov).




We appreciate the assistance and cooperation of your staff during our review.

Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell

Director, Government Accountability Office: Natural Resources and Environment

After public release later today, the following link should be used to obtain the product.

"Blake, Sharon" <sharon_j_blake@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Blake, Sharon" <sharon_j_blake@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Apr 15 2014 14:09:41 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Elizabeth Erdmann <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

Re: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140,
Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,

Subject: More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information, 361421
Attachments: DOI Response Final GAO-14-140.PDF

Good afternoon, Elizabeth:

Nancy Thomas is out of the office. Thank you for giving the Department of the Interior the opportunity to
review and comment on the subject report.

Please acknowledge receipt of the response.

Thank you.

On Tue, Feb 4, 2014 at 9:39 AM, GAO Reports <<span>GAOReports@gao.gov> wrote:
GAO will release the following previously restricted product to the public today.
&nbsp;Until then, use the secure link below to access the product.

GAO-14-140

Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider
Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information

http://www.gao.gov/prerelease/nLRr

&nbsp;



This report contains recommendations to your agency. As you know, 31 U.S.C.
720 requires the head of a federal agency to submit a written statement of the actions
taken
on our recommendations to the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and to the House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform not later than
60 calendar days from the date of the report and to the House and Senate Committees
on Appropriations with the agency's first request for appropriations made more than 60
calendar days after that date. Since the congressional requester has asked that the
distribution of the report be restricted, as provided by GAQO's Congressional
Protocols, the 60-day period begins on the date the report is released and e-mailed to
you. Because agency personnel serve as the primary source of information on the
status of recommendations, GAO requests that you also provide GAO with a copy of
your agency's statement of action to serve as preliminary information on the status of
open recommendations. Please send your statement of action to ERDMANN,
ELIZABETH A (erdmanne@gao.gov) or to me at &nbsp;(fennella@gao.gov).

&nbsp;

We appreciate the assistance and cooperation of your staff during our review.
&nbsp;

Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell

Director, Government Accountability Office: Natural Resources and Environment
&nbsp;

After public release later today, the following link should be used to obtain the
product.

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-140

Sharon J. Blake, Staff Accountant

U. S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

Office of Financial Management (PFM)
(202) 208-5789
Sharon_J_Blake@ios.doi.gov

"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@_gao.gov>




From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Sent: Tue Apr 15 2014 14:27:46 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Blake, Sharon" <sharon_j blake@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140,
Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information, 361421

Subject:

Thank you, Sharon. We received the letter and look forward to continuing to coordinate with BLM
on the status of these recommendations.

Best-

Liz

From: Blake, Sharon [mailto:sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 4:10 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth

Cc: Thomas, Nancy; Douglas Glenn; Fennell, Anne-Marie; Hockaday, Sonya Y; Heacock, Scott; Norris,
Cynthia; Pam Haze; Teresa Taber; Eric Eisenstein

Subject: Re: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information, 361421

Good afternoon, Elizabeth:

Nancy Thomas is out of the office. Thank you for giving the Department of the Interior the opportunity to
review and comment on the subject report.

Please acknowledge receipt of the response.

Thank you.

On Tue, Feb 4, 2014 at 9:39 AM, GAO Reports <GAOReports@gao.gov> wrote:

GAO will release the following previously restricted product to the public today.
&nbsp;Until then, use the secure link below to access the product.



GAO-14-140

Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal
Exports, and Provide More Public Information

http://www.gao.gov/prerelease/nLRr

&nbsp;

This report contains recommendations to your agency. As you know, 31 U.S.C. 720
requires the head of a federal agency to submit a written statement of the actions taken
on our recommendations to the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
not later than
60 calendar days from the date of the report and to the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations with the agency's first request for appropriations made more than 60
calendar days after that date. Since the congressional requester has asked that the
distribution of the report be restricted, as provided by GAQO's Congressional
Protocols, the 60-day period begins on the date the report is released and e-mailed to
you. Because agency personnel serve as the primary source of information on the
status of recommendations, GAO requests that you also provide GAO with a copy of your
agency's statement of action to serve as preliminary information on the status of
open recommendations. Please send your statement of action to ERDMANN,
ELIZABETH A (erdmanne@gao.gov) or to me at &nbsp;(fennella@gao.gov).

&nbsp;

We appreciate the assistance and cooperation of your staff during our review.
&nbsp;

Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell

Director, Government Accountability Office: Natural Resources and Environment
&nbsp;

After public release later today, the following link should be used to obtain the
product.

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-140

Sharon J. Blake, Staff Accountant



U. S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

Office of Financial Management (PFM)
(202) 208-5789

Sharon_J Blake@ios.doi.gov

"Blake, Sharon" <sharon¥blake@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Blake, Sharon" <sharon_j_blake@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Apr 15 2014 14:36:13 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

Re: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140,
Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information, 361421

Subject:

Thanks, Liz!

On Tue, Apr 15, 2014 at 4:27 PM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

Thank you, Sharon. We received the letter and look forward to continuing to coordinate with
BLM on the status of these recommendations.

Best-

Liz

From: Blake, Sharon [mailto:sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2014 4:10 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth

Cc: Thomas, Nancy; Douglas Glenn; Fennell, Anne-Marie; Hockaday, Sonya Y; Heacock, Scott; Norris,
Cynthia; Pam Haze; Teresa Taber; Eric Eisenstein

Subject: Re: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information, 361421

Good afternoon, Elizabeth:



Nancy Thomas is out of the office. Thank you for giving the Department of the Interior the opportunity to
review and comment on the subject report.

Please acknowledge receipt of the response.

Thank you.

On Tue, Feb 4, 2014 at 9:39 AM, GAO Reports <GAOReports@gao.gov> wrote:

GAO will release the following previously restricted product to the public today.
&nbsp;Until then, use the secure link below to access the product.

GAO-14-140

Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider
Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information

http://www.gao.gov/prerelease/nLRr

&nbsp;

This report contains recommendations to your agency. As you know, 31 U.S.C.
720 requires the head of a federal agency to submit a written statement of the actions
taken
on our recommendations to the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and to the House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform not later than
60 calendar days from the date of the report and to the House and Senate Committees
on Appropriations with the agency's first request for appropriations made more than 60
calendar days after that date. Since the congressional requester has asked that the
distribution of the report be restricted, as provided by GAQO's Congressional
Protocols, the 60-day period begins on the date the report is released and e-mailed to
you. Because agency personnel serve as the primary source of information on the
status of recommendations, GAO requests that you also provide GAO with a copy of
your agency's statement of action to serve as preliminary information on the status of
open recommendations. Please send your statement of action to ERDMANN,
ELIZABETH A (erdmanne@gao.gov) or to me at &nbsp;(fennella@gao.gov).

&nbsp;

We appreciate the assistance and cooperation of your staff during our review.



&nbsp;

Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell

Director, Government Accountability Office: Natural Resources and Environment
&nbsp;

After public release later today, the following link should be used to obtain the
product.

http://www.gao.gov/products/ GAO-14-140

Sharon J. Blake, Staff Accountant

U. S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

Office of Financial Management (PFM)
(202) 208-5789

Sharon_J_Blake@ios.doi.gov

Sharon J. Blake, Staff Accountant

U. S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

Office of Financial Management (PFM)
(202) 208-5789
Sharon_J_Blake@ios.doi.gov




United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

APR 14 2014

The Honorable Gene Dodaro

Comptroller General

United States Government
Accountability Office

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Mr. Dodaro:

The Department of the Interior (DOI) appreciates the continued interest of Congress in the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) coal leasing program, including the fair market value
determination process, as addressed in the Government Accountability Office’s (GAO) report
entitled, COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider
Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-14-140).

In the report, GAO makes eight recommendations to ensure the government receives a fair return
for coal mined from the public lands and to strengthen the management of the BLM’s coal
program. In the Department’s August, 29, 2013, response to the draft report, the BLM concurred
with all of the GAO’s recommendations. A number of the GAO recommendations are similar to
recommendations issued by the DOI’s Office of Inspector General (OIG) in its June 2013 report
entitled, Coal Management Program, U.S. Department of the Interior
(CR-EV-BLM-0001-2012).

The BLM is currently working to address many of the recommendations outlined in both reports.
For example, the BLM entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the DOI’s Office of
Valuation Services to assist the BLM in developing consistent protocols for determining the fair
market value of coal lease sales, updating related training guidance, and undertaking an
evaluation of the impact of export potential on coal leasing fair market value determinations.
Moreover, several additional corrective measures have been implemented to address other
identified weaknesses, and further improvements are in varying stages of development.

Enclosure 1 provides a summary of the actions taken to date, as well as those planned by the
BLM to implement the recommendations, including the target dates of implementation and the
names of the responsible officials. Similar letters have been sent to other members of Congress
and the Federal officials listed in Enclosure 2.



If you have any questions, please contact Neil Kornze, Principal Deputy Director of the BLM, at
(202) 208-3801.

Sincerely,

\>

ommy R. Beaudreau ;
incipal Deputy Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management

#,

Enclosures



Enclosure 1

Department of the Interior
Statement of Actions on the GAO Report: COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-140)

Recommendation 1: To ensure that appraisal reports reflect future trends in coal markets, the
Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the BLM to revise its guidance to have
state offices use both comparable sales and income approaches to estimate fair market value
where practicable. Where it is not practicable to do so, the rationale should be documented in
the appraisal report.

Response: The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has begun the process of revising its
guidance to have state offices use both comparable sales and income approaches to estimate fair
market value, where practicable. As mentioned in the Department’s (DOI’s) response to the
draft report, the BLM entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the DOI’s
Office of Valuation Services (OVS) to strengthen the BLM’s coal valuation program. In the
MOU, the OVS agreed to work with the BLM as the bureau evaluates its existing policies and
methods for estimating fair market value (FMV) of coal leases and as BLM develops new
guidance on this subject. In coordination with the OVS, the BLM will perform an analysis and
determine the feasibility and appropriateness of performing both comparable sales and income
approaches to estimate fair market value. Where appropriate, the BLM will incorporate into
policy the circumstances and conditions under which comparable sales and income approaches
will be used to estimate the presale fair market value.

To date, the BLM has been coordinating with OV'S, conducting meetings and sharing key
information about the agency’s policies and procedures for estimating fair market value. This
includes sharing applicable manuals and handbooks for OVS to review and a sample of
documents and reports related to the valuation of the presale fair market value for several recent
coal lease sales. These documents will provide OVS with more insight into the BLM’s presale
fair market value determination process and allow OVS to, in turn, provide the BLM with more
meaningful input as the agency develops new guidance.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 2: To ensure that appraisal reports receive the scrutiny they deserve and are
reviewed by specified officials, the Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the
BLM to update its guidance so that it reflects the current titles of officials who should review
appraisal reports. '



Response: The BLM, in collaboration with OVS, is working to update the BLM’s Coal
Evaluation Handbook so that it includes the titles of the State Office personnel responsible for
the review of appraisal reports and oversight of the program.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 3: To ensure that appraisal reports receive the scrutiny they deserve and are
reviewed by specified officials, the Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the
BLM to develop a mechanism to ensure that state offices are reviewing and signing appraisal
reports consistent with the guidance.

Response: The BLM, in collaboration with the OVS, is working to establish a process that will
be included in the Coal Evaluation Handbook to ensure the appraisal reports are reviewed for
technical accuracy and are signed by the appropriate State Office personnel, in accordance with
the BLM’s appraisal policies and procedures for coal leasing.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 4: To ensure that appraisal reports receive the scrutiny they deserve and are
reviewed by specified officials, the Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the
BLM to develop a process for independent review of appraisal reports and work with the Office
of Valuation Service to determine its role, if any, in this process.

Response: The BLM, in collaboration with the OVS, is working to establish standardized
protocols for determining when external reviews of appraisal reports are to be conducted by OVS
and/or other independent third-party reviewers. These standardized protocols will become BLM
policy and incorporated into the agency’s Economic Evaluation of Coal Properties Handbook
(H-3070-1).

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Dates: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 5: To ensure that all accepted bids comply with the Mineral Leasing Act by
meeting or exceeding BLM's estimate of fair market value, the Secretary of the Interior should
direct the Director of the BLM to update its guidance to specify the documentation needed for
post-sale analyses in instances where a decision is made to revise the fair market value estimate
and accept a bonus bid that was below the pre-sale estimate of fair market value but above the
revised estimate. Such documentation for post-sale analyses should include the revised estimate



of fair market value, the rationale for this revision, and review of this decision by appropriate
officials.

Response: The BLM, in collaboration with the OVS, is working to establish a process that will
be published in the Economic Evaluation of Coal Properties Handbook and the Competitive Coal
Leasing Manual to ensure the following: (1) the BLM properly documents the post-sale analysis
of the revised FMV estimates and the rationale for making the determination, (2) the BLM
identifies the appropriate State Office personnel responsible for reviewing the appraisal report
for technical accuracy, (3) the BLM identifies the State Office personnel responsible for
approving post-sale determinations, and (4) the BLM identifies standards for recordkeeping and
case file management. In collaboration with the OVS, the BLM is also looking at ways to
facilitate headquarters review in all post-sale bid analysis, which is currently undertaken by a
panel that may consist of BLM representatives from the state in which the sale was held
(including mining engineers, geologists, management, economists, etc) and often a mineral
representative from the Washington Office.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 6: To ensure that appraisal reports reflect the current state of export activity
for mines on federal leases, the Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the BLM
headquarters to develop guidance on how to consider exports as part of the appraisal process and
identify potential sources of information on coal exports that state offices should use when
conducting appraisals.

Response: The BLM, in collaboration with OVS, is working to evaluate and adopt appropriate
methods and procedures that properly account for potential export values in the development of a
pre-sale estimate of value. These methods and procedures will be incorporated in the Mineral
Evaluation Handbook, and will include identification of sources for reliable export data.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 7: To eliminate the disconnect between its guidance and BLM state offices'
practice of not releasing appraisal documents to the public, the Secretary of the Interior should
direct the Director of the BLM headquarters, State Office officials, and Interior's Office of the
Solicitor to come to agreement on the extent and type of information related to the estimation of
fair market value that should be shared in response to public requests for this information and
make sure that its guidance reflects this consensus.

Response: The BLM will work with DOI’s Office of Solicitor to develop guidance for
determining the types of information that may be released to the public, as well as the types of



information that should not be disclosed due to the sensitive or proprietary nature of the
information. The BLM will incorporate this guidance into formal BLM policy for how and when
such information should be released.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014

Recommendation 8: To make electronic information on the coal leasing program more
accessible to the public, the Secretary of the Interior should direct the Director of the BLM to
provide summary information on its websites on results of past lease sales (e.g., amount of coal
offered, coal quality, bonus bids received) and status of any upcoming coal lease sales along with
links to sale-related documents.

Response: The BLM has posted on its internet sites data concerning completed lease sales
beginning in 1990 for the following State Offices: Colorado, Eastern States, Montana, New
Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. These State Offices reflect the BLM states that have had coal sales
in the past. This posted data includes the identification of the applicant, successful high bidder,
acreage, successful high bid, the value per ton and acre, and effective date of the lease. The
BLM will look for additional opportunities and methods to increase transparency and public
access to the information on the coal leasing program, and will also work with the BLM State
Offices to develop a consistent process and protocol for posting the status of upcoming coal lease
sales.

Responsible Official: Michael D. Nedd, Assistant Director, Energy, Minerals and Realty
Management

Target Date: October 2, 2014



Enclosure 2
Identical Letters Sent To:

The Honorable Tom Carper

Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
Chairwoman

Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Jack Reed
Chairman

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment

and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mary Landrieu
Chairman
Committee on Energy

and Natural Resources
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Doc Hastings
Chairman

Committee on Natural Resources
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Harold Rogers
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Coburn

Ranking Minority Member

Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental -Affairs

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Shelby
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment

and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
Ranking Member
Committee on Energy

and Natural Resources
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Peter DeFazio
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Natural Resources
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Nita Lowey
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Appropriations

House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515



The Honorable Ken Calvert

Chairman

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Darrell Issa

Chairman

Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Gene Dodaro

Comptroller General

United States Government
Accountability Office

Washington, DC 20503

The Honorable Ed Markey
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable James P. Moran

Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations

House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Elijah Cummings
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on Oversight

and Government Reform
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Sylvia Mathews Burwell
Director

Office of Management and Budget

Old Executive Office Building
Washington DC



Conversation Contents

FW: Transmittal of GAO-14-064SU - Sensitive but Unclassified version of
GAO report on Federal Coal Leasing

Attachments:

13. FW: Transmittal of GAO-14-064SU - Sensitive but Unclassified version of GAO
report on Federal Coal Leasing/1.1 GAO-14-164SU (SENSITIVE).pdf

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue Feb 04 2014 11:26:47 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
Subject: FW: Transmittal of GAO-14-064SU - Sensitive but

Unclassified version of GAO report on Federal Coal Leasing
Attachments: GAO-14-164SU (SENSITIVE).pdf

Well, here is the sensitive version of the coal report. GAO had originally at one point thought that
they would mention the existence of this report in the public version. However, GAO decided
against it. However please note that Sen. Markey’s website already discusses the existence of
the sensitive version of the report. Liz Erdmann told me that they are getting calls from the media
as well but the contents of this will not be discussed as promised before.

I will call you with the password per the protocol. Janet, | leave it up to you to decide who else
should receive this.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI 0IG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov




From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 1:04 PM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott

Subject: Transmittal of GAO-14-064SU - Sensitive but Unclassified version of GAO report on Federal Coal
Leasing

Nancy-

Per our conversation, attached is a password protected pdf version of the sensitive but
unclassified report, GAO-14-164SU. | will call you separately in a moment to provide you with the
password for this file. | will also leave it up to you to determine who else at Interior should receive
a copy of this and you can provide them with the password.

Thank you again for your assistance throughout this review.

Best regards,

Liz

From: GAOReports

Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 9:40 AM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.qgov;

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Sharon j blake@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Erdmann, Elizabeth; Hockaday, Sonya Y; Reid, Jamilah J; Heacock, Scott; Norris,
Cynthia

Subject: Release of formerly restricted product: GAO-14-140, Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information, 361421

GAO will release the following previously restricted product to the public today. Until
then, use the secure link below to access the product.

GAO-14-140

Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider
Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information

http://www.gao.gov/prerelease/nLRr

This report contains recommendations to your agency. As you know, 31 U.S.C. 720



requires the head of a federal agency to submit a written statement of the actions taken
on our recommendations to the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs and to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
not later than 60 calendar days from the date of the report and to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations with the agency's first request for appropriations made
more than 60 calendar days after that date. Since the congressional requester has asked
that the distribution of the report be restricted, as provided by GAQO's Congressional
Protocols, the 60-day period begins on the date the report is released and e-mailed to
you. Because agency personnel serve as the primary source of information on the status
of recommendations, GAO requests that you also provide GAO with a copy of your
agency's statement of action to serve as preliminary information on the status of open
recommendations. Please send your statement of action to ERDMANN, ELIZABETH A
(erdmanne@gao.gov) or to me at (fennella@gao.gov).

We appreciate the assistance and cooperation of your staff during our review.

Anne-Marie Lasowski Fennell

Director, Government Accountability Office: Natural Resources and Environment

After public release later today, the following link should be used to obtain the product.

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-140




Conversation Contents

coal report

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 06:37:06 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
Subject: coal report

Have we followed up with hill staff about the GAO coal report and the import of not
releasing the information? Liz Klein asked me if we planned to do that to give them a
stern warning?

Linda Lance <IIance@bIm.gov>

From: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 07:41:54 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: coal report

| have not but certainly can. As | understand only markey and de
Fazio have at this point? And wyden etc get 30 days later? Nancy or
Pam could u send a list from GAO of who gets it when? Thx

Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 17, 2013, at 8:37 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Have we followed up with hill staff about the GAO coal report and the import of not

releasing the information? Liz Klein asked me if we planned to do that to give them a
stern warning?

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_ thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 08:46:51 GMT-0700 (MST)
Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Pam Haze



To: <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: coal report

Well, this is what Janet sent to all of us on Friday. | assumed she got
it from GAO.

Here is the schedule - | probably misspelled a few names:

Wednesday, December 18th - Markey/DeFazio - Morgan Gray; Miehal Freedhoff;
Reese Rushing, Ryan Holder

Public provided

Sensitive provided to these individuals under password

January 17th - Hastings/Murkowski/Wyden - Kathy Benedetto, Brian Hughes,
Dave Berick, Peter Gartrell

Public generally made public by GAO after this date if not done sooner by
Committee
Sensitive provided to these individuals PLUS DOI/BLM under password

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff

Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAQO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

From: Linda Lance [mailto:llance@blm.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:42 AM
To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas

Subject: Re: coal report

| have not but certainly can. As | understand only markey and de Fazio
have at this point? And wyden etc get 30 days later? Nancy or Pam could
u send a list from GAO of who gets it when? Thx



Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 17, 2013, at 8:37 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Have we followed up with hill staff about the GAO coal report and the

import of not releasing the information? Liz Klein asked me if we planned
to do that to give them a stern warning?

Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 09:04:08 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: coal report

Yes-we have today. | didn't get a time.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 17, 2013, at 10:46 AM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

> Well, this is what Janet sent to all of us on Friday. | assumed she got
> it from GAO.
>

> Here is the schedule - | probably misspelled a few names:

>

> Wednesday, December 18th - Markey/DeFazio - Morgan Gray; Miehal Freedhoff;
> Reese Rushing, Ryan Holder

> Public provided

> Sensitive provided to these individuals under password

>

> January 17th - Hastings/Murkowski/Wyden - Kathy Benedetto, Brian Hughes,

> Dave Berick, Peter Gartrell

>

>

> Public generally made public by GAO after this date if not done sooner by
> Committee

> Sensitive provided to these individuals PLUS DOI/BLM under password
>

>

>

>

> -

> Janet Lin | Chief of Staff

> Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

> 202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov




>

> Thanks

> Nancy

>

> Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

> US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

> 1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
> nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

> From: Linda Lance [mailto:llance@blm.gov]

> Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:42 AM

> To: Haze, Pam

> Cc: Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas

> Subject: Re: coal report

>

> | have not but certainly can. As | understand only markey and de Fazio

> have at this point? And wyden etc get 30 days later? Nancy or Pam could
> u send a list from GAO of who gets it when? Thx

>

> Sent from my iPhone

>

> On Dec 17, 2013, at 8:37 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
>

>> Have we followed up with hill staff about the GAO coal report and the

> import of not releasing the information? Liz Klein asked me if we planned

> to do that to give them a stern warning?

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 14:08:17 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: coal report

Pam,

Here is what | got confirmed from GAO:

Tomorrow Dec 18th, both the public and sensitive reports will be released
to the following:

Sen. Markey and his staff Michal Freedhoff and Morgan Gray
Rep. DeFazio and his staff Reese Rushing and Ryan Holden

After the release of the 30-day hold or sooner (if the Hill decides) to



the following:

The same people as above

DOI - Janet Lin, Nancy Thomas and Pam Haze (locked pdf to which Liz will

call and provide the password for)

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Chairman Wyden and his staff Dave
Berrick and Peter Gartrell

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski and
her staff Bryan Hughes

House Natural Resources Committee staff Kathy Benedetto

Also please note that the public version will be posted on GAO's website
and the existence of the sensitive version will be mentioned but there
will be no link to access it.

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOl OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

"Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

From: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 14:12:53 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: coal report

thanks nancy. assume that markey or defazio could release it to wyden earlier than the
30 days if they wanted to? or do they know who else is entitled to get it?

On Tue, Dec 17, 2013 at 4:08 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Pam,

Here is what | got confirmed from GAO:

Tomorrow Dec 18th, both the public and sensitive reports will be released
to the following:

Sen. Markey and his staff Michal Freedhoff and Morgan Gray
Rep. DeFazio and his staff Reese Rushing and Ryan Holden

After the release of the 30-day hold or sooner (if the Hill decides) to
the following:



The same people as above

DOl - Janet Lin, Nancy Thomas and Pam Haze (locked pdf to which Liz will

call and provide the password for)

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Chairman Wyden and his staff Dave
Berrick and Peter Gartrell

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski and
her staff Bryan Hughes

House Natural Resources Committee staff Kathy Benedetto

Also please note that the public version will be posted on GAQO's website
and the existence of the sensitive version will be mentioned but there
will be no link to access it.

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOl OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 14:17:27 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: coal report

Linda - Nikki is asking me about raising this somehow. It is my thought that we exhausted
our options with GAO. Agree? Other ideas?

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 17, 2013, at 4:12 PM, "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

thanks nancy. assume that markey or defazio could release it to wyden earlier

than the 30 days if they wanted to? or do they know who else is entitled to get
it?

On Tue, Dec 17, 2013 at 4:08 PM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Pam,




Here is what | got confirmed from GAO:

Tomorrow Dec 18th, both the public and sensitive reports will be released
to the following:

Sen. Markey and his staff Michal Freedhoff and Morgan Gray
Rep. DeFazio and his staff Reese Rushing and Ryan Holden

After the release of the 30-day hold or sooner (if the Hill decides) to
the following:

The same people as above

DOI - Janet Lin, Nancy Thomas and Pam Haze (locked pdf to which Liz will
call and provide the password for)

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Chairman Wyden and his staff
Dave

Berrick and Peter Gartrell

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Ranking Member Lisa
Murkowski and

her staff Bryan Hughes

House Natural Resources Committee staff Kathy Benedetto

Also please note that the public version will be posted on GAO's website
and the existence of the sensitive version will be mentioned but there
will be no link to access it.

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 14:23:10 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: RE: coal report

No, Markey or DeFazio should not release the public version to Wyden or Murkowski earlier than
the 30 days. If the Hill decides to shorten the 30 days they call GAO and let them know so GAO
can release it.



The sensitive version will only be distributed to the list mentioned below.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI 0IG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

From: Lance, Linda [mailto:llance@blm.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 4:13 PM
To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Pam Haze; Janet Lin

Subject: Re: coal report

thanks nancy. assume that markey or defazio could release it to wyden earlier than the
30 days if they wanted to? or do they know who else is entitled to get it?

On Tue, Dec 17, 2013 at 4:08 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam,
Here is what | got confirmed from GAOQO:

Tomorrow Dec 18th, both the public and sensitive reports will be released
to the following:

Sen. Markey and his staff Michal Freedhoff and Morgan Gray
Rep. DeFazio and his staff Reese Rushing and Ryan Holden

After the release of the 30-day hold or sooner (if the Hill decides) to
the following:

The same people as above

DOI - Janet Lin, Nancy Thomas and Pam Haze (locked pdf to which Liz will

call and provide the password for)

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Chairman Wyden and his staff Dave
Berrick and Peter Gartrell

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski and



her staff Bryan Hughes
House Natural Resources Committee staff Kathy Benedetto

Also please note that the public version will be posted on GAO's website
and the existence of the sensitive version will be mentioned but there
will be no link to access it.

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOl OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov

"Lance, Linda" <IIance@bIm.gov>

From: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 14:57:42 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: coal report

got it. thx

On Tue, Dec 17, 2013 at 4:23 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

No, Markey or DeFazio should not release the public version to Wyden or Murkowski earlier
than the 30 days. If the Hill decides to shorten the 30 days they call GAO and let them know so
GAO can release it.

The sensitive version will only be distributed to the list mentioned below.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov




From: Lance, Linda [mailto:llance@blm.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 4:13 PM
To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Pam Haze; Janet Lin

Subject: Re: coal report

thanks nancy. assume that markey or defazio could release it to wyden earlier than the
30 days if they wanted to? or do they know who else is entitled to get it?

On Tue, Dec 17, 2013 at 4:08 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Pam,
Here is what | got confirmed from GAO:

Tomorrow Dec 18th, both the public and sensitive reports will be released
to the following:

Sen. Markey and his staff Michal Freedhoff and Morgan Gray
Rep. DeFazio and his staff Reese Rushing and Ryan Holden

After the release of the 30-day hold or sooner (if the Hill decides) to
the following:

The same people as above

DOI - Janet Lin, Nancy Thomas and Pam Haze (locked pdf to which Liz will

call and provide the password for)

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Chairman Wyden and his staff Dave
Berrick and Peter Gartrell

Senate Energy & Nat Resources Committee Ranking Member Lisa Murkowski and
her staff Bryan Hughes

House Natural Resources Committee staff Kathy Benedetto

Also please note that the public version will be posted on GAO's website
and the existence of the sensitive version will be mentioned but there
will be no link to access it.

Thanks
Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOl OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)
1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954



nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov| www.doi.gov
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GAO timeline regarding Coal

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Thu Dec 12 2013 07:34:58 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
Subject: GAO timeline regarding Coal

Good Morning!

Just wanted to keep you posted as to GAQO’s timeline regarding this report.

The report will be issued to the requester next week and currently has a 30 day restriction placed
onit. As soon as that is over, or if the requester releases the report sooner, GAO will make
copies available to us. BTW, GAO will add the additional words to the marking on the cover of the
report, as you requested.

If you have any questions please let me know. | appreciate your cooperation, assistance, and
patience during this whole process.

Thanks

Nancy

From: Lance, Linda [mailto:llance@blm.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 3:43 PM

To: Pam Haze; Janet Lin

Cc: Nancy Thomas

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review




Hi guys -- The only change | would request is in the sentence gao proposes to be added
in the box on the cover. Tthe reason for the change is that there are 2 types of
confidential information in this document -- that covered by 43 cfr 3481.3, which is
business confidential info; and the bim's fair market value assessment. The fair market
value assessment is derived in part from that information and is confidential for the
additional reason that it has the ability to reduce the competitiveness of the bidding
process. So i'd like the cover box to be edited slightly to say:

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.

Hope that works for all. Everything else looks fine.

Many thanks for everyone's work on this.

Linda

On Wed, Dec 11, 2013 at 2:35 PM, Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Can you tell us is this ok? Need to know by 5 pm

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As



you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior’'s
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Mairie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks



Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@agao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the
added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and
70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant
Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAOQ, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of



drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

"Haze, Pam" <pam=haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Tue Dec 17 2013 06:36:20 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Elizabeth A Klein <Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: GAO timeline regarding Coal

The GAO coal report is supposed to be released to the entities that requested it this
week. ['ll follow up with BLM about the discussion with staff.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Thu, Dec 12, 2013 at 9:34 AM

Subject: GAO timeline regarding Coal

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
Cc: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Good Morning!

Just wanted to keep you posted as to GAQO’s timeline regarding this report.

The report will be issued to the requester next week and currently has a 30 day restriction placed
onit. As soon as that is over, or if the requester releases the report sooner, GAO will make
copies available to us. BTW, GAO will add the additional words to the marking on the cover of the
report, as you requested.



If you have any questions please let me know. | appreciate your cooperation, assistance, and
patience during this whole process.

Thanks

Nancy
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Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

/6. Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review/1.1

GAO Coal response.pdf
/6. Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review/3.1

GAO Coal response.pdf

"Thomas, Nancy" <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Thomas, Nancy" <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 15:28:27 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>, "Fennell,
O. H "
Anne-Marie" <fennella@gao.gov>
e Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject: . .
sensitivity review
Attachments: GAO Coal response.pdf

Liz, Anne-Marie,
Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks
Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior



Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-
14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously
received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added to this
version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the added material is
sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity
review it is confirmed that this information cannot be released to the public, we request the
department provide all required control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a
precaution we have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We
would like to obtain your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all
comments and any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann,
Assistant Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAQ, is subject to
change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not
show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO.
Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of
drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@ao.gov>

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 15:33:32 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Thomas, Nancy" <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

Subject: . )
sensitivity review

Thank you, Nancy. Anne-Marie and |, as well as our Office of General Counsel, will



review this and let you know if we have any questions or if we identify anything that
requires further discussion.

Best regards-
Liz

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Thomas, Nancy [nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 05:28 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,
Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks
Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:
November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-
14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously



received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added to this
version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the added material is
sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity
review it is confirmed that this information cannot be released to the public, we request the
department provide all required control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a
precaution we have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We
would like to obtain your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all
comments and any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann,
Assistant Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is subject to
change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not
show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO.
Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of
drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 15:45:46 GMT-0700 (MST)
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Linda Lance

To: <llance@blm.gov>, Richard Myers

<richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Attachments: GAO Coal response.pdf

Subject:

Thank you all for your help in getting this out today.

Have a good weekend!



Nancy

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:34 PM

To: "Thomas, Nancy'

Cc: 'Pam Haze'; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Thank you, Nancy. Anne-Marie and |, as well as our Office of General Counsel, will
review this and let you know if we have any questions or if we identify anything that
requires further discussion.

Best regards-
Liz

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Thomas, Nancy [nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 05:28 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov




1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-14-
164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously received
and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added to this
version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the added material is
sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity review
it is confirmed that this information cannot be released to the public, we request the department
provide all required control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we
have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain
your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and any
questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director, (202)
512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAQ, is subject to
change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not show
or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon
request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts
must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 16:04:29 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>, "Fennell,
’ Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>
Sy Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject:

sensitivity review

Thank you for your patience and good cheer. Have a great weekend!

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 5:33 PM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:
Thank you, Nancy. Anne-Marie and |, as well as our Office of General Counsel, will
review this and let you know if we have any questions or if we identify anything that
requires further discussion.

Best regards-
Liz

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

From: Thomas, Nancy [nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 05:28 PM Eastern Standard Time

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie
Cc: Pam Haze
Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,
Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks
Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov




1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-
14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously
received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added to this
version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the added material
is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity
review it is confirmed that this information cannot be released to the public, we request the
department provide all required control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a
precaution we have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We
would like to obtain your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct
all comments and any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann,
Assistant Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is subject
to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper disclosure. Please do
not show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of
GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard
copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@ao.gov>

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 12:13:40 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Thomas, Nancy" <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam

Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

. RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject: o )
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are generally fine
with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight adjustment we need to make will
be to the statement that will occur on the top and bottom of each page of the report. Instead of
what you proposed, we will need to go with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE
RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to
us is present in this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be
in at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement to fit on
the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the page markings
within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This record
contains information identified by the Department of the Interior’'s Bureau of Land
Management as being Confidential Information that is controlled under 43 C.F.R. §
3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph that was
already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB today if
possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to the one slight
modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz



From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.aov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth <ErdmannE@agao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal
Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-14-
164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously received
and commented on in August 2013.



We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added to this
version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the added material is
sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity review
it is confirmed that this information cannot be released to the public, we request the department
provide all required control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we
have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain
your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and any
questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director, (202)

512-8113 or erdmanne@gqao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAQO, is subject to
change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not show
or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon
request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts
must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 12:35:39 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
Sy Fwd: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject:

sensitivity review
Can you tell us is this ok? Need to know by 5 pm
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@aao.qov>
Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST
To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze



<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As
you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze



Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the
added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and



70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant

Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gdao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

"Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

From: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 13:42:54 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, Janet Lin
’ <jhlin@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

sensitivity review

Hi guys -- The only change | would request is in the sentence gao proposes to be added
in the box on the cover. Tthe reason for the change is that there are 2 types of
confidential information in this document -- that covered by 43 cfr 3481.3, which is
business confidential info; and the bim's fair market value assessment. The fair market
value assessment is derived in part from that information and is confidential for the
additional reason that it has the ability to reduce the competitiveness of the bidding
process. So i'd like the cover box to be edited slightly to say:

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.



Hope that works for all. Everything else looks fine.
Many thanks for everyone's work on this.

Linda

On Wed, Dec 11, 2013 at 2:35 PM, Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Can you tell us is this ok? Need to know by 5 pm

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@aao.qgov>
Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy"™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to
go with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.”
As you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is
present in this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity
warning label be in at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change
will allow the statement to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the
chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY:
This record contains information identified by the Department of the
Interior's Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information
that is controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the
public.



Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the
paragraph that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by
COB today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any
objection to the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention
to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.qov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy_thomas@ios.doi.aov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468

Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth



<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified
version of the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information
added to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any
of the added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public.
This information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-
51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information
cannot be released to the public, we request the department provide all required
control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have
tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like
to obtain your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct
all comments and any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth
Erdmann, Assistant Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned.
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 13:54:38 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <Nancy_Thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sy Fwd: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject:

sensitivity review
Nancy can you share with Liz and see if she is okay with this?

—————————— Forwarded message ----------

From: Lance, Linda <llance@blm.gov>

Date: Wed, Dec 11, 2013 at 3:42 PM

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.qgov>

Cc: Nancy Thomas <Nancy_Thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Hi guys -- The only change | would request is in the sentence gao proposes to be added
in the box on the cover. Tthe reason for the change is that there are 2 types of
confidential information in this document -- that covered by 43 cfr 3481.3, which is
business confidential info; and the blm's fair market value assessment. The fair market
value assessment is derived in part from that information and is confidential for the
additional reason that it has the ability to reduce the competitiveness of the bidding
process. So i'd like the cover box to be edited slightly to say:

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.
Hope that works for all. Everything else looks fine.
Many thanks for everyone's work on this.
Linda
On Wed, Dec 11, 2013 at 2:35 PM, Pam Haze <pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Can you tell us is this ok? Need to know by 5 pm

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>



Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST
To: "Thomas, Nancy"™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze

<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@aao.qgov>, "Heacock, Scott"

<HeacockS@gao.qgov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to
go with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.”
As you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is
present in this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity
warning label be in at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change
will allow the statement to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the
chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY:
This record contains information identified by the Department of the
Interior's Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information
that is controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the
public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the
paragraph that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by
COB today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any
objection to the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention
to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz



From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.aov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468

Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More
Public Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified
version of the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.



We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information
added to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any
of the added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public.
This information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-
51, and 70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information
cannot be released to the public, we request the department provide all required
control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have
tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like
to obtain your response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct
all comments and any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth
Erdmann, Assistant Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned.
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 14:48:25 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>, "Fennell,
) Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>
s FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
Subject:

sensitivity review

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,

We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.



This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy"™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As
you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.



As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.aov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468

Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013



The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the
added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and
70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant
Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 11 2013 14:50:56 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

sensitivity review
Perfect thanks
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 11, 2013, at 4:48 PM, Nancy Thomas <pancy thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,

We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information, including
information that is controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released
to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@aao.gov>
Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST
To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze

<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"

<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment
and sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it



all and are generally fine with what you proposed with one small
adjustment. The slight adjustment we need to make will be to the
statement that will occur on the top and bottom of each page of the
report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go with
“‘CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED
PUBLICLY.” As you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed
sentence to us is present in this statement. However, we are required to
have the sensitivity warning label be in at least 14 pt. type size and all
CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement to fit on the top
and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report
and the page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking
in a box below the title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED
PUBLICLY: This record contains information identified by the
Department of the Interior's Bureau of Land Management as being
Confidential Information that is controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3
and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the
paragraph that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us
know by COB today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if
you have any objection to the one slight modification. We really
appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.qov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity
review

Liz, Anne-Marie,



Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further
assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could
Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and
Provide More Public Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a
sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously received
and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the
information added to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity
review to confirm if any of the added material is sensitive and, therefore,
cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If
during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required
control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution



we have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY. We would like to obtain your response to these reviews by
Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and any questions you
may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director,

(202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within
GAOQ, is subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its
improper disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents
for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon
request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any
hard copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your
cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannEano.g_]ov>

From:
Sent:

To:

Subject:

Hi Nancy and Pam-

"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Thu Dec 12 2013 06:43:23 GMT-0700 (MST)

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, "Fennell,
Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>

RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Thanks so very much for the quick turnaround on this. Yes, we will add the additional words to
the marking on the cover of the report, as you requested. Good suggestion. We should be all set
to go on this now. The report will be issued to the requester next week and currently has a 30 day
restriction placed on it. As soon as that is over, or if the requester releases the report sooner, we
will make copies available to you. If you have any questions on this, let me know.



Thank you again for your continued assistance with this. Hope you all have a happy holiday!

Best regards-

Liz

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 4:48 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,

We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"

<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are



generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As
you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.



Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@aQgao.qgov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the
added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and
70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant

Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.



As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 12 2013 06:56:33 GMT-0700 (MST)

"Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>, "Fennell,
Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>

RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

To:

Subject:

One more quick question, the 30-day hold is on both the public version and the restricted version,
correct??

Thanks

Nancy

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 8:43 AM

To: 'Nancy Thomas'; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review



Hi Nancy and Pam-

Thanks so very much for the quick turnaround on this. Yes, we will add the additional words to
the marking on the cover of the report, as you requested. Good suggestion. We should be all set
to go on this now. The report will be issued to the requester next week and currently has a 30 day

restriction placed on it. As soon as that is over, or if the requester releases the report sooner, we
will make copies available to you. If you have any questions on this, let me know.

Thank you again for your continued assistance with this. Hope you all have a happy holiday!

Best regards-

Liz

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 4:48 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,

We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@aao.qov>



Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@aao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"

<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As
you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM



To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie
Cc: Pam Haze
Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468
Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@agao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the



added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and
70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant

Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gqao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE

"Erdmann, Elizabeth"” <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>

Sent: Thu Dec 12 2013 07:10:51 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, "Fennell,
’ Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

sensitivity review

Yes, correct.

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.qgov



Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 8:57 AM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

One more quick question, the 30-day hold is on both the public version and the restricted version,
correct??

Thanks

Nancy

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.qov]

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2013 8:43 AM

To: 'Nancy Thomas'; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Hi Nancy and Pam-

Thanks so very much for the quick turnaround on this. Yes, we will add the additional words to
the marking on the cover of the report, as you requested. Good suggestion. We should be all set
to go on this now. The report will be issued to the requester next week and currently has a 30 day
restriction placed on it. As soon as that is over, or if the requester releases the report sooner, we
will make copies available to you. If you have any questions on this, let me know.

Thank you again for your continued assistance with this. Hope you all have a happy holiday!

Best regards-

Liz

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 4:48 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott

Subject: FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,



We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's Bureau of
Land Management as being Confidential Information, including information that is
controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.qgov>

Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.gov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it all and are
generally fine with what you proposed with one small adjustment. The slight
adjustment we need to make will be to the statement that will occur on the top and
bottom of each page of the report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go
with “CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY.” As
you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed sentence to us is present in
this statement. However, we are required to have the sensitivity warning label be in
at least 14 pt. type size and all CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement
to fit on the top and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report and the
page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking in a box below the
title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED PUBLICLY: This
record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information that is
controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and is not to be released to the public.



Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the paragraph
that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us know by COB
today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if you have any objection to
the one slight modification. We really appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas

Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468

Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@agao.gov> wrote:



November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information (GAO-14-164SU). This report is a sensitive but unclassified version of
the report you previously received and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the information added
to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity review to confirm if any of the
added material is sensitive and, therefore, cannot be released to the public. This
information can be found highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and
70-72. If during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required control and
portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution we have tentatively
marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. We would like to obtain your
response to these reviews by Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant
Director, (202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is
subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its improper
disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All
drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of
drafts must be destroyed and any hard copies of drafts must be returned. We
appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 12 2013 07:21:38 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <Nancy_Thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and

Subject: g )
sensitivity review

Can you send am email to Linda and Janet about the timing? Please copy me.
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@gao.gov>
Date: December 12, 2013, 8:43:23 AM EST
To: 'Nancy Thomas' <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, "Fennell, Anne-Marie"

<EennellA@gao.gov>

Cc: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"

<HeacockS@gao.qgov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and
sensitivity review

Hi Nancy and Pam-

Thanks so very much for the quick turnaround on this. Yes, we will add the additional
words to the marking on the cover of the report, as you requested. Good suggestion.
We should be all set to go on this now. The report will be issued to the requester
next week and currently has a 30 day restriction placed on it. As soon as that is over,
or if the requester releases the report sooner, we will make copies available to you. If
you have any questions on this, let me know.

Thank you again for your continued assistance with this. Hope you all have a happy
holiday!

Best regards-

Liz

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.qov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 4:48 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze; Heacock, Scott




Subject: FW: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity review

Hi Liz and Anne-Marie,

We are okay with your suggestion, except add the two highlighted words below.

This record contains information identified by the Department of the Interior's
Bureau of Land Management as being Confidential Information, including
information that is controlled under 43 CFR 3481.3, and is not to be released
to the public.

Let u know if that would work. Look forward to hearing from you.

Thanks

Nancy

From: "Erdmann, Elizabeth" <ErdmannE@agaao.qov>

Date: December 11, 2013, 2:13:40 PM EST

To: "Thomas, Nancy™ <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, Pam Haze
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Cc: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <EennellA@gao.gov>, "Heacock, Scott"
<HeacockS@gao.qgov>

Subject: RE: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment
and sensitivity review

Nancy and Pam-

Thanks again for getting this to us on Friday. We have taken a look at it
all and are generally fine with what you proposed with one small
adjustment. The slight adjustment we need to make will be to the
statement that will occur on the top and bottom of each page of the
report. Instead of what you proposed, we will need to go with
“‘CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED
PUBLICLY.” As you can see, everything you conveyed in your proposed
sentence to us is present in this statement. However, we are required to
have the sensitivity warning label be in at least 14 pt. type size and all
CAPS, and this minor change will allow the statement to fit on the top
and bottom of each page, increasing the chance for it to be noticed.

In addition, consistent with the text you proposed for page 5 of the report



and the page markings within, on the cover will be the following marking
in a box below the title:

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION — NOT TO BE RELEASED
PUBLICLY: This record contains information identified by the
Department of the Interior's Bureau of Land Management as being
Confidential Information that is controlled under 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3
and is not to be released to the public.

Finally, the paragraph you asked to be added to page 5 (in addition to the
paragraph that was already there) will be added and attributed to BLM.

As we are trying to get this report out prior to the holiday, please let us
know by COB today if possible, but no later than 11 am on Thursday, if
you have any objection to the one slight modification. We really
appreciate you prompt attention to this matter.

Best regards-

Liz

From: Thomas, Nancy [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:28 PM

To: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO transmittal of report for technical comment and sensitivity
review

Liz, Anne-Marie,

Please see attached. Let me know if we can be of further
assistance.

Thanks

Nancy Thomas



Thanks

Nancy Thomas
Department of the Interior
DOI GAO/OIG Audit Liaison
(202) 208-7954

nancy thomas@ios.doi.aov
1849 C St., NW Room 2468

Washington, DC 20240

On Thu, Nov 7, 2013 at 10:20 AM, Erdmann, Elizabeth
<ErdmannE@gao.gov> wrote:

November 7, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Secretary Jewell:

Attached is a copy of our draft report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could
Enhance Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and
Provide More Public Information (GAO-14-164SU). This reportis a
sensitive but unclassified version of the report you previously received
and commented on in August 2013.

We request that the department conduct a technical review of the
information added to this version of the report and conduct a sensitivity
review to confirm if any of the added material is sensitive and, therefore,
cannot be released to the public. This information can be found
highlighted on document printed pages 5, 27-28, 50-51, and 70-72. If
during the sensitivity review it is confirmed that this information cannot be
released to the public, we request the department provide all required
control and portion markings. Pending your review and as a precaution
we have tentatively marked the draft report as FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY. We would like to obtain your response to these reviews by
Friday, November 22. Please direct all comments and any questions you
may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director,

(202) 512-8113 or erdmanne@gao.gov.

As the cover indicates, this draft has not been fully reviewed within
GAOQ, is subject to change, and must be safeguarded to prevent its
improper disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents
for any purpose. All drafts remain the property of GAO. Upon
request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any



hard copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your
cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Ann-Marie Fennell
Director, NRE



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

GEC - 6 2013

Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

44] G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value estimate information provided to you,
and has asked that it not be distributed outside the GAO. However, we understand that it will be
included in a confidential version of the Report that you plan to distribute on a limited basis to
certain members of Congress and their staffs.

You asked us, and we agreed, to provide proposed text for you to include in your transmittal
letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures these concerns. We would ask,
therefore, that, in addition to the language currently on page 5 of your draft report, you add the
text below to your transmittal letter:

Information on the BLM estimate of fair market value of coal leases contained in
this Report is highly sensitive. It is never made public by the BLM. Public release
of this information will reduce competition for Federal coal leases and could
negatively impact return to the taxpayer through reduced revenues from Federal
Coal lease sales. In addition, these estimates are based in part on confidential and
proprietary information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in
bidding on Federal coal leases. BLM is required to keep information provided by
coal companies confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and the terms of the
BLM standard coal lease agreement. These concerns arise particularly with respect
to BLM’s fair market value estimate contained in Appendix IV of your draft
Report, and information on pages 27 and 28 of the Report that aggregates this
information.

In addition, in order to further minimize the likelihood of improper disclosure, we request that,
on each page of the Report, you include the following statement:



This information is confidential and should not be publically released under any
circumstances.

We appreciate your attentiveness to our comments. We do not have additional comments on the
Report. Thank you for this opportunity to express our views and concerns in this matter and for
your assistance throughout the review.

Sincerely,

EMQ\Q& \A\“C-CL—E’__

Pamela Haze
Deputy Assistant Secretary — Budget. Finance.
Performance and Acquisition



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, DC 20240

GEC - 6 2013

Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

44] G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value estimate information provided to you,
and has asked that it not be distributed outside the GAO. However, we understand that it will be
included in a confidential version of the Report that you plan to distribute on a limited basis to
certain members of Congress and their staffs.

You asked us, and we agreed, to provide proposed text for you to include in your transmittal
letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures these concerns. We would ask,
therefore, that, in addition to the language currently on page 5 of your draft report, you add the
text below to your transmittal letter:

Information on the BLM estimate of fair market value of coal leases contained in
this Report is highly sensitive. It is never made public by the BLM. Public release
of this information will reduce competition for Federal coal leases and could
negatively impact return to the taxpayer through reduced revenues from Federal
Coal lease sales. In addition, these estimates are based in part on confidential and
proprietary information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in
bidding on Federal coal leases. BLM is required to keep information provided by
coal companies confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and the terms of the
BLM standard coal lease agreement. These concerns arise particularly with respect
to BLM’s fair market value estimate contained in Appendix IV of your draft
Report, and information on pages 27 and 28 of the Report that aggregates this
information.

In addition, in order to further minimize the likelihood of improper disclosure, we request that,
on each page of the Report, you include the following statement:



This information is confidential and should not be publically released under any
circumstances.

We appreciate your attentiveness to our comments. We do not have additional comments on the
Report. Thank you for this opportunity to express our views and concerns in this matter and for
your assistance throughout the review.

Sincerely,

EMQ\Q& \A\“C-CL—E’__

Pamela Haze
Deputy Assistant Secretary — Budget. Finance.
Performance and Acquisition



Conversation Contents

Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 06:17:02 GMT-0700 (MST)
DOI_Politicals <DOI_Politicals@ios.doi.gov>,
To: OS_PMB_Senior_Staff
<os_pmb_senior_staff@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week
Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal spending
and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an end-of-the-week
target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec. 13 deadline
for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal year and

2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference committee,
and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately negotiating a limited
deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering using regular
legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to pass the entire
package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to alter an
agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this fiscal year in
exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting
part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall discretionary
spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring back
unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at best
another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report, out Friday, that
found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more are still struggling to
find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to the
committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-



backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada

and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill that
provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October measure that ended the
partial government shutdown (PL _113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as a
tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he plans to
bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much federal land.
“The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the budget is
something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top budget
negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal 2015 as
soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of partisan
impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester and the
broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20 percent

in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in spending, according
to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

"Lance, Linda" <IIance@bIm.gov>

From: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 06:29:04 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

thanks pam. and apologies for the general confusion around getting responses to gao.
many cooks, and i'm still learning the process. hope it won't happen again. (and hope
we don't have this issue arise again). thanks for your patience. linda

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Not There Yet
Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal
spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an
end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec.

13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal
year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference
committee, and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately
negotiating a limited deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering
using regular legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to
pass the entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to
alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this
fiscal year in exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would
involve rewriting part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion
overall discretionary spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.



Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring
back unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at
best another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report,

out Friday, that found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more
are still struggling to find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to
the committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada
and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill
that provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL 113-2) and the October measure that ended
the partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as
a tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he
plans to bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much
federal land. “The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the
budget is something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top
budget negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal
2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of
partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester
and the broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20

percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in
spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 06:31:57 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

It was understandable since you were out at NCTC. | think the Solicitor's folks dropped
the ball a bit. No worries - we got it done.



BUT glad you are here.

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:29 AM, Lance, Linda <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
thanks pam. and apologies for the general confusion around getting responses to
gao. many cooks, and i'm still learning the process. hope it won't happen again. (and
hope we don't have this issue arise again). thanks for your patience. linda

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Not There Yet
Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal
spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an
end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec.

13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal
year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the
conference committee, and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been
privately negotiating a limited deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is
considering using regular legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would
allow Congress to pass the entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the
opportunities for opponents to alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a
modest amount over the rest of this fiscal year in exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other
areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the
sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall discretionary spending level by $34 billion to $1.001
trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension
of emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on

Friday offering support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending
even if it did not include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his
Democratic colleagues back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But
from his perspective, “I'd be very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But
nixing this deal wouldn’t bring back unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another
government shutdown and at best another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor
Department jobs report, out Friday, that found overall unemployment declining even as those
unemployed for six months or more are still struggling to find work will provide fodder for both sides in
the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives
to the committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of
Nevada and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the
January bill that provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October
measure that ended the partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he
hadn’t sought out the Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans
on using his new perch “as a tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government
spending.” Amodei said he plans to bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west,



an area that includes much federal land. “The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for
the discretionary part of the budget is something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year
as ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National
Institutes of Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and
Rogers have disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the
appropriations world and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has
consistently called on top budget negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding
levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal 2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some
semblance of normalcy after years of partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the
panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester and the broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ
Roll Call.

* CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20

percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in
spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 07:21:23 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Nancy Thomas <Nancy_Thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

FYI - nice note from Linda on the coal issue

—————————— Forwarded message ------—-—--

From: Lance, Linda <llance@blm.qov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:29 AM

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

thanks pam. and apologies for the general confusion around getting responses to gao.
many cooks, and i'm still learning the process. hope it won't happen again. (and hope
we don't have this issue arise again). thanks for your patience. linda

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Not There Yet
Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal
spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an
end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec.

13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal
year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference
committee, and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately



negotiating a limited deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering
using regular legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to
pass the entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to
alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this
fiscal year in exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would
involve rewriting part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion
overall discretionary spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring
back unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at
best another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report,

out Friday, that found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more
are still struggling to find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to
the committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada
and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill
that provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October measure that ended
the partial government shutdown (PL 113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as
a tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he
plans to bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much
federal land. “The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the
budget is something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top
budget negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal
2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of
partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester
and the broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

* CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20

percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in
spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>




From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 07:25:25 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: RE: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week
Yes, | agree.

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Monday, December 09, 2013 9:21 AM

To: Nancy Thomas

Subject: Fwd: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

FYI - nice note from Linda on the coal issue

---------- Forwarded message ---—---—-—--

From: Lance, Linda <llance@blm.gov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:29 AM

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

thanks pam. and apologies for the general confusion around getting responses to gao.
many cooks, and i'm still learning the process. hope it won't happen again. (and hope
we don't have this issue arise again). thanks for your patience. linda

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal spending
and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an end-of-the-week
target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec. 13 deadline
for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal year and

2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference committee,
and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately negotiating a limited
deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering using regular
legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to pass the entire
package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to alter an
agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this fiscal year in
exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting
part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall discretionary
spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.



Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring back
unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at best
another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report, out Friday, that
found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more are still struggling to
find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to the
committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada
and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill that
provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October measure that ended the
partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as a
tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he plans to
bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much federal land.
“The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the budget is
something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top budget
negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal 2015 as
soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of partisan
impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester and the
broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20 percent
in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in spending, according
to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>




From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 07:32:21 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Bruce Sheaffer <Bruce_Sheaffer@nps.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

—————————— Forwarded message ---—---—-—--

From: Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM

Subject: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

To: DOI_Politicals <DOI_Politicals@ios.doi.gov>, OS_PMB_Senior_Staff

<os_pmb_senior_staff@ios.doi.gov>

Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal spending
and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an end-of-the-week
target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec. 13 deadline
for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal year and

2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference committee,
and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately negotiating a limited
deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering using regular
legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to pass the entire
package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to alter an
agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this fiscal year in
exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting
part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall discretionary
spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring back
unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at best
another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report, out Friday, that
found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more are still struggling to
find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to the
committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada

and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill that



provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October measure that ended the
partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as a
tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he plans to
bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much federal land.
“The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the budget is
something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top budget
negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal 2015 as
soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of partisan
impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester and the
broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20 percent

in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in spending, according
to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

"Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov>

From: "Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov>
Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 07:42:57 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 9:32 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM

Subject: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

To: DOI_Politicals <DOI_Politicals@ios.doi.gov>, OS_PMB_Senior_Staff
<os_pmb_senior_staff@ios.doi.gov>

Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall federal
spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether negotiators can meet an
end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.



House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet a Dec.

13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels for the current fiscal
year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference
committee, and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately
negotiating a limited deal without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering
using regular legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to
pass the entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for opponents to
alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest amount over the rest of this
fiscal year in exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would
involve rewriting part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion
overall discretionary spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an extension of
emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of Washington, the ranking
Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering
support for a deal that would alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not
include an extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues
back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective, “I'd be
very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring
back unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another government shutdown and at
best another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report,

out Friday, that found overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more
are still struggling to find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE APPROACH: House
Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition of three staunch conservatives to
the committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut discretionary
spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already conservative, and we’re
doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-
backed conservatives to the panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada
and Martha Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill
that provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL 113-2) and the October measure that ended
the partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the
Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as
a tool for good government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he
plans to bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much
federal land. “The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the
budget is something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her first year as
ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start, the National Institutes of
Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have
disagreed about funding levels for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world
and hold the committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top
budget negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and fiscal
2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of normalcy after years of
partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester
and the broader budget picture in a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed nearly 20
percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a continued decline in
spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.



C. Bruce Sheaffer
Comptroller

National Park Service
202-208-4566

bruce sheaffer@nps.qov

Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 07:44:10 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: "Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov>
Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

Yes thanks | am also overly optimistic
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 9, 2013, at 9:42 AM, "Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov> wrote:

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 9:32 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM

Subject: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

To: DOI_Politicals <DOI_Politicals@ios.doi.gov>, OS_PMB_Senior_Staff
<os_pmb_senior_staff@ios.doi.gov>

Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost overall
federal spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen whether
negotiators can meet an end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet
a Dec. 13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations levels
for the current fiscal year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, the



top Republican on the conference committee, and his Senate counterpart, Democrat Patty
Murray of Washington, have been privately negotiating a limited deal without the full 29-
member budget conference committee. The pair is considering using regular legislation,
rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow Congress to pass the
entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the opportunities for
opponents to alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise spending a modest
amount over the rest of this fiscal year in exchange for an array of deficit reduction steps in
other areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting part of the 2011 law (PL_112-25)
enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall discretionary spending level
by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with an
extension of emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam Smith of
Washington, the ranking Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, broke ranks
with his party’s leaders on Friday offering support for a deal that would alleviate much of
sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not include an extension of
unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic colleagues back
such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But from his perspective,
“I'd be very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,” he said. “But nixing this
deal wouldn’t bring back unemployment insurance and it would put us on the brink of another
government shutdown and at best another CR world, which is no way to run the country.” A
new Labor Department jobs report, out Friday, that found overall unemployment declining
even as those unemployed for six months or more are still struggling to find work will provide
fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE

APPROACH: House Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent addition
of three staunch conservatives to the committee shouldn’t change the panel’s character and
approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut
discretionary spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were already
conservative, and we're doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The Republican
Steering Committee named three tea party-backed conservatives to the panel's ranks on
Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada and Martha Roby of Alabama
and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January bill that provided
emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October measure that ended
the partial government shutdown (PL_113-46). Stewart, who said Thursday that he hadn'’t
sought out the Appropriations slot but was instead approached by the leadership, said he
plans on using his new perch “as a tool for good government, and some of that includes
“cutting government spending.” Amodei said he plans to bring additional attention to the
needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that includes much federal land. “The aspect of
oversight through the appropriations process for the discretionary part of the budget is
something that intrigues me,” he said.

Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used her
first year as ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as Head Start,
the National Institutes of Health and basic scientific research, that are treasured by
Democrats. Although she and Rogers have disagreed about funding levels for individual
federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world and hold the committee’s
work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top budget
negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal 2014 and
fiscal 2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some semblance of
normalcy after years of partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her goals for the panel,
her hopes of repealing the sequester and the broader budget picture in a recent interview
with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit narrowed
nearly 20 percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts and a



continued decline in spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional Budget Office.

C. Bruce Sheaffer
Comptroller

National Park Service
202-208-4566

bruce sheaffer@nps.qov

"Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov>

From: "Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov>
Sent: Mon Dec 09 2013 09:58:19 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

Unfortunately the field is just waiting for the pain to stop so they can ignore cost saving
and cutting strategic thoughts.

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 9:44 AM, Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Yes thanks | am also overly optimistic

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 9, 2013, at 9:42 AM, "Sheaffer, Bruce" <bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov> wrote:

On Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 9:32 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

---------- Forwarded message --—--------

From: Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Date: Mon, Dec 9, 2013 at 8:17 AM

Subject: Guarded Optimism for Budget Deal this Week

To: DOI_Politicals <DOI_Politicals@ios.doi.gov>, OS_PMB_Senior_Staff



<os pmb senior_staff@ios.doi.gov>

Not There Yet

Lawmakers are awaiting word on a potential budget deal this week that would boost
overall federal spending and replace part of the sequester, but it remains to be seen
whether negotiators can meet an end-of-the-week target for reaching an accord.

House GOP leaders are prepared to move a budget conference deal this week and meet
a Dec. 13 deadline for producing a compromise that could set top-line appropriations
levels for the current fiscal year and 2015. House Budget Chairman Paul D. Ryan of
Wisconsin, the top Republican on the conference committee, and his Senate counterpart,
Democrat Patty Murray of Washington, have been privately negotiating a limited deal
without the full 29-member budget conference committee. The pair is considering using
regular legislation, rather than a budget resolution, for any agreement. That would allow
Congress to pass the entire package with a single vote in each chamber and minimize the
opportunities for opponents to alter an agreement. The emerging framework would raise
spending a modest amount over the rest of this fiscal year in exchange for an array of
deficit reduction steps in other areas. One possible scenario would involve rewriting part of
the 2011 law (PL_112-25) enacting the sequester cuts and raising the $967 billion overall
discretionary spending level by $34 billion to $1.001 trillion in the fiscal year that

began Oct. 1.

Any deal could be complicated by Democrats’ insistence that a budget deal be paired with
an extension of emergency jobless benefits that expire on Dec. 28. However, Adam

Smith of Washington, the ranking Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee,
broke ranks with his party’s leaders on Friday offering support for a deal that would
alleviate much of sequestration for discretionary spending even if it did not include an
extension of unemployment insurance. When pressed to say whether his Democratic
colleagues back such a deal, Smith said he would not speak for others in his caucus. But
from his perspective, “I'd be very concerned about the lack of unemployment insurance,”
he said. “But nixing this deal wouldn’t bring back unemployment insurance and it would put
us on the brink of another government shutdown and at best another CR world, which is
no way to run the country.” A new Labor Department jobs report, out Friday, that found
overall unemployment declining even as those unemployed for six months or more are still
struggling to find work will provide fodder for both sides in the debate over extending the
aid.

CQ Roll Call News Stories:

ROGERS ALREADY SEES APPROPRIATORS TAKING A CONSERVATIVE
APPROACH: House Appropriations Chairman Harold Rogers, R-Ky., says the recent
addition of three staunch conservatives to the committee shouldn’t change the panel’'s
character and approach to developing spending bills.

In the two-and-a-half years that Republicans have been in the majority, “we’ve actually cut
discretionary spending more than any time since the Korean War, so | take it we were
already conservative, and we'’re doing the conservative cause,” Rogers said. The
Republican Steering Committee named three tea party-backed conservatives to the
panel’s ranks on Thursday: second-term lawmakers Mark Amodei of Nevada and Martha
Roby of Alabama and freshman Chris Stewart of Utah. All three voted against the January
bill that provided emergency aid to Hurricane Sandy victims (PL_113-2) and the October
measure that ended the partial government shutdown (PL 113-46). Stewart, who

said Thursday that he hadn’t sought out the Appropriations slot but was instead
approached by the leadership, said he plans on using his new perch “as a tool for good
government, and some of that includes “cutting government spending.” Amodei said he
plans to bring additional attention to the needs of the inner-mountain west, an area that
includes much federal land. “The aspect of oversight through the appropriations process
for the discretionary part of the budget is something that intrigues me,” he said.



Nina M. Lowey of New York, the top Democrat on House Appropriations, has largely used
her first year as ranking member on the panel to fight for domestic programs, such as
Head Start, the National Institutes of Health and basic scientific research, that are
treasured by Democrats. Although she and Rogers have disagreed about funding levels
for individual federal agencies, both are veterans of the appropriations world and hold the
committee’s work on policy making in high regard. Lowey has consistently called on top
budget negotiators to provide sequester relief and settle on top-line funding levels for fiscal
2014 and fiscal 2015 as soon as possible to bring the budget process toward some
semblance of normalcy after years of partisan impasse. Lowey recently discussed her
goals for the panel, her hopes of repealing the sequester and the broader budget picture in
a recent interview with CQ Roll Call.

» CBO Says November Deficit Narrowed Nearly 20 Percent: The federal deficit
narrowed nearly 20 percent in November to $140 billion on a sharp increase in tax receipts
and a continued decline in spending, according to an estimate by the Congressional
Budget Office.

C. Bruce Sheaffer
Comptroller

National Park Service
202-208-4566
bruce_sheaffer@nps.gov

C. Bruce Sheaffer
Comptroller

National Park Service
202-208-4566

bruce sheaffer@nps.qov
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19. GAO Coal Letter/1.1 COAL3.docx
19. GAO Coal Letter/2.1 gao.coal letter.12 6 13.docx

"Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

From: "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 13:40:44 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, Linda Lance
o:
<llance@blm.gov>
Subject: GAO Coal Letter
Attachments: COAL3.docx

Pam and Linda --

Attached is the final (I hope) letter to GAO on the Coal Lease Report.
Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law
202-208-4723

"Lance, Linda" <llance@bim.gov>

From: "Lance, Linda" <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 14:02:33 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>, Nancy
Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: Re: GAO Coal Letter

Attachments: gao.coal letter.12 6 13.docx

guys -- so sorry to make these last minute changes, but the attached is good to go. it's
slightly edited from rich's version. pam do you want us to finalize here for your signature,
or will you do? thanks SOOOO much for your patience

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 3:40 PM, Myers, Richard <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:




Pam and Linda --

Attached is the final (I hope) letter to GAO on the Coal Lease Report.
Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law
202-208-4723

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 14:10:33 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: GAO Coal Letter

Pam,

My opinion is to just the last version that Linda sent after replacing the sentence referencing the
enclosure with a sentence stating that we do not have any additional comments. | will wait for you
to finalize and sign the letter. Please have Abby scan and it and send it to me. | will stand by.

From: Lance, Linda [mailto:]lance@blm.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 4:.03 PM
To: Myers, Richard; Nancy Thomas

Cc: Pam Haze

Subject: Re: GAO Coal Letter

guys -- so sorry to make these last minute changes, but the attached is good to go. it's
slightly edited from rich's version. pam do you want us to finalize here for your signature,
or will you do? thanks SOOOO much for your patience

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 3:40 PM, Myers, Richard <richard. myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Linda --

Attached is the final (I hope) letter to GAO on the Coal Lease Report.



Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723



Conversation Contents

Gao

/10. Gaol/1.1 BLM Response to Wyden 11-27-13 (CFU3).docx
/10. Gao/9.1 COAL 2.docx

110. Gaol11.1 COAL edited.docx

110. Gaol15.1 COAL edited.docx

110. Gaol17.1 GAO COAL edited (CFU).docx

/10. Gaol/19.1 COAL edited (1) and edited again.docx

Janet Lin <jhlin@bim.gov>

From: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 06:07:03 GMT-0700 (MST)
Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Pam Haze

To: <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, Richard Myers
<richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

Subject: Gao

Attachments: BLM Response to Wyden 11-27-13 (CFU3).docx

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald Simpson

<dsimpson@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen confidential document review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover letter for the document
review.



Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all
copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most recent draft cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the markey docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if it meets your needs.
These docs will not be given to wyden and he will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and | have discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the specific companies that have
provided the info that will be reviewed) that we have been required to
make this available to congress. Happy to work with you on language
to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 07:43:38 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Gao

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than tomorrow the designation
language and our markup of the report. | am happy to transmit the language again about
our objections to release the information to be on the record. We will likely be sending
the materials by email so think about whether you want a memo from me or an email from
me?



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald

Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen confidential document review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover letter for the document
review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It
may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most recent draft cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the markey docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if it meets your needs.
These docs will not be given to wyden and he will not be able to
copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and | have discussed the
value of giving industry involved (the specific companies that have



provided the info that will be reviewed) that we have been required to
make this available to congress. Happy to work with you on language
to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 07:59:55 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be more about showing that
we view protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of the report. | am happy to transmit
the language again about our objections to release the information to be on
the record. We will likely be sending the materials by email so think about
whether you want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this letter when we
convey the sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we are reiterating our
objection and have on record the reasons we believe the info should not be

released?
Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:



From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.qov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov,
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington
<cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If
you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most recent draft
cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the markey docs?
Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and he will not be able
to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and | have discussed
the

value of giving industry involved (the specific companies that
have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress. Happy to work with you on
language



to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 09:26:58 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Gao

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be more about showing that
we view protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of the report. | am happy to transmit
the language again about our objections to release the information to be on
the record. We will likely be sending the materials by email so think about
whether you want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this letter when we
convey the sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we are reiterating
our objection and have on record the reasons we believe the info should
not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone



Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.qov>,

mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald Simpson

<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it
is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise
protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most recent draft
cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and | have discussed
the

value of giving industry involved (the specific companies
that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that we have been



required to

make this available to congress. Happy to work with you
on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

"Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 10:00:08 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working on a draft memo that we
will circulate later today.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam <pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:



| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be more about showing
that we view protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of the report. | am happy to
transmit the language again about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will likely be sending the materials
by email so think about whether you want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this letter when
we convey the sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we are
reiterating our objection and have on record the reasons we believe the
info should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos _uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover letter for
the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte
Senior Counsel



U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender
immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most recent draft
cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if it meets
your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the specific companies
that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress. Happy to work with you
on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Linda Lance <llance@bim.gov>

From: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 14:17:57 GMT-0700 (MST)



To: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a draft and will be
on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to circulate so | can review soon?
Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working on a draft
memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all
copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:
can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to release it

later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be more about
showing that we view protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:



Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than
tomorrow the designation language and our markup of the
report. | am happy to transmit the language again about our
objections to release the information to be on the record. We
will likely be sending the materials by email so think about
whether you want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this
letter when we convey the sensitivity marking language to
GAO, so we are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info should not be
released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>,
Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen
confidential document review

Attached please find the most recent draft cover
letter for the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov




This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the most
recent draft cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of the
markey docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of
this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see if
it meets your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and he
will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and |
have discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the specific
companies that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that
we have been required to

make this available to congress. Happy to
work with you on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been discussing
for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

"Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

"Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
Thu Dec 05 2013 16:30:43 GMT-0700 (MST)
Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Re: Gao



Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.
Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law
202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a draft and will
be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to circulate so | can review
soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working on a draft
memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It
may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:
can you guys send a draft?



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to release
it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be more
about showing that we view protecting the taxpayer interest as
important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later than
tomorrow the designation language and our markup of the
report. | am happy to transmit the language again about
our objections to release the information to be on the
record. We will likely be sending the materials by email so
think about whether you want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from this
letter when we convey the sensitivity marking language
to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info should not be
released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.qov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>,
Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>,
Donald Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen
confidential document review




Attached please find the most recent draft
cover letter for the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-
mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda
Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this group the
most recent draft cover letter
for the document review by wyden staff of
the markey docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the parameters of
this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see
if it meets your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and
he will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and |
have discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the
specific companies that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that
we have been required to

make this available to congress. Happy to
work with you on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been
discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad



Linda Lance <IIance@bIm.gov>

From: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 06:32:38 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for it.
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.
Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law
202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a
draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to
circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.qgov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,



Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working
on a draft memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If
you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
wrote:
| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would
want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might
be more about showing that we view protecting the
taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us
no later than tomorrow the designation language
and our markup of the report. | am happy to
transmit the language again about our
objections to release the information to be on
the record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether you
want a memo from me or an email from me?



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we
are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info should
not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38
PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.qov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia

Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>,
Donald Simpson

<dsimpson@blm.qgov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for

widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for
the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is



privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its
contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-
mail in error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM,
Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter
for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey docs?
Wyoming
would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to
wyden and he will not be able to
copy, just confidentially review.
Mitch and | have discussed the
value of giving industry involved
(the specific companies that
have

provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress.
Happy to work with you on
language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad



"Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

From: "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 06:47:35 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Gao

Attachments: COAL 2.docx

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should sign it.
Thanks
Rich Myers

General Law
202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for it.
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.
Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law
202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a
draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to
circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda



Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are
working on a draft memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it
is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise
protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would
want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting the
taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam haze@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us



no later than tomorrow the designation
language and our markup of the report. | am
happy to transmit the language again about
our objections to release the information to be
on the record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether you
want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we
are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.qgov>,

mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington
<cbodding@blm.qgov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos



Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended
for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected
by applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this
e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter
for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming
would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given
to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work with
you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.



This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 07:36:07 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Richard Myers <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>, Linda Lance
’ <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: RE: Gao

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that has been done
as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the designation that we are assigning
to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be
covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should sign it.

Thanks



Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a draft
and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to circulate
so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad



On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working on
a draft memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-
mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to
release it later.



Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be
more about showing that we view protecting the taxpayer interest
as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later
than tomorrow the designation language and our
markup of the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will likely be
sending the materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from
this letter when we convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection
and have on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov,
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald

Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen
confidential document review




Attached please find the most recent draft
cover letter for the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected
by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use
of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this
e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda
Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this group the
most recent draft cover letter

for the document review by wyden staff of
the markey docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the parameters of
this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see
if it meets your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and
he will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and |
have discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the specific
companies that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that



we have been required to

make this available to congress. Happy to
work with you on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been
discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 07:50:57 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Attachments: COAL edited.docx

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on each page of
the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will include our comments on the

report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that has been
done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the designation that we are
assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That

must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]




Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers



General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a
draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to
circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working
on a draft memo that we will circulate later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If



you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to
release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be
more about showing that we view protecting the taxpayer
interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no
later than tomorrow the designation language and
our markup of the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will likely be
sending the materials by email so think about
whether you want a memo from me or an email from
me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from
this letter when we convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection
and have on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?



Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov,
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia

Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>,
Donald Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen
confidential document review

Attached please find the most recent draft
cover letter for the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of
the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise
protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please
notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank
you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda



Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this group the
most recent draft cover letter

for the document review by wyden staff of
the markey docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the parameters
of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and
see if it meets your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden
and he will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and
| have discussed the

value of giving industry involved (the
specific companies that have

provided the info that will be reviewed)
that we have been required to

make this available to congress. Happy
to work with you on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been
discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 08:10:45 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: RE: Gao



Pam,

Your revision makes it so clear.

| have to run out for couple of imp errands. | should be back in an hour or two. Please call me on
my cell phone

Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam_haze@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 9:51 AM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte; Janet Lin
Subject: Re: Gao

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on each page of
the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will include our comments on the
report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that has been done
as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the designation that we are assigning
to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be
covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should sign it.



Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to see a draft
and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have something to circulate
so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda



Sent from my iPad
On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are working on
a draft memo that we will circulate later today.
Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-
mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
wrote:



| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would want to
release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it might be
more about showing that we view protecting the taxpayer interest
as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from us no later
than tomorrow the designation language and our
markup of the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will likely be
sending the materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few paras from
this letter when we convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are reiterating our objection
and have on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"

<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38 PM EST
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>, mnedd@blm.gov,
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia

Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>




Subject: Re: Draft letter for widen
confidential document review

Attached please find the most recent draft
cover letter for the document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected
by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use
of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this
e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05 PM, Linda
Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this group the
most recent draft cover letter

for the document review by wyden staff of
the markey docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the parameters of
this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this draft and see
if it meets your needs.

These docs will not be given to wyden and
he will not be able to

copy, just confidentially review. Mitch and |
have discussed the



value of giving industry involved (the specific
companies that have

provided the info that will be reviewed) that
we have been required to

make this available to congress. Happy to
work with you on language

to use when we notify the companies.

This is the production we've been
discussing for several weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 08:24:39 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

| talked to Rich and he is working on what we need.
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 10:10 AM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam,

Your revision makes it so clear.

| have to run out for couple of imp errands. | should be back in an hour or two.
Please call me on my cell phone_



Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 9:51 AM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte; Janet Lin
Subject: Re: Gao

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<pnancy thomas@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should
sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers



General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for
it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard. myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.qov>
wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to

see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have
something to circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad



On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are
working on a draft memo that we will circulate later
today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential,
or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail
or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify
the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would
want to release it later.



Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from
us no later than tomorrow the designation
language and our markup of the report. |
am happy to transmit the language again
about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will
likely be sending the materials by email so
think about whether you want a memo from
me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we
are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38
PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.qgov>,




mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.qgov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for
the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this
e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance

<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft cover
letter



for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey docs?
Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to
wyden and he will not be able to
copy, just confidentially review.
Mitch and | have discussed the
value of giving industry involved
(the specific companies that
have

provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress.
Happy to work with you on
language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 09:04:19 GMT-0700 (MST)



To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Reviewing....
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@)ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law



202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking
for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have

yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can
u have something to circulate so | can review soon? Many
thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad



On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and |
are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we



would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of
the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to
release the information to be on the
record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so
we are reiterating our objection and have
on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance

<|lance@blm.gov>




Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.qov>, Donald
Simpson

<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for

widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.qov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:




<COAL edited.docx>

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given
to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work with
you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad



"Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:15:11 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Attachments: COAL edited.docx

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter. Thanks
for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:
Reviewing....
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming
that has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is
the designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the
transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.qov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --



Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be
looking for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard"
<richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have
yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up?
Can u have something to circulate so | can review soon?

Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad
On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"

<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and
| are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual
or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited.
If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy all copies. Thank you.



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but
it might be more about showing that we view
protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup
of the report. | am happy to transmit
the language again about our
objections to release the information to
be on the record. We will likely be
sending the materials by email so think
about whether you want a memo from
me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a
few paras from this letter when we
convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are reiterating
our objection and have on record the
reasons we believe the info should not
be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the



language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington
<cbodding@blm.gov>,
Donald Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter
for widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the
most recent draft cover
letter for the document
review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte
Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the
Interior

p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov



This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use
of this e-mail or its contents is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at
4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send
this group the most recent
draft cover letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at
this draft and see if it meets
your needs.

These docs will not be
given to wyden and he will
not be able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have
been required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work
with you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad



<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:32:00 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Subject: RE: Gao

Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter. Thanks
for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:




Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance
Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should
sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723



On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for
it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.qov>
wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to
see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have
something to circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:




Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are
working on a draft memo that we will circulate later
today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential,
or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail
or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify
the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would
want to release it later.



Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from
us no later than tomorrow the designation
language and our markup of the report. |
am happy to transmit the language again
about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will
likely be sending the materials by email so
think about whether you want a memo from
me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we
are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38
PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<|lance@blm.qov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia




Boddington
<cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for
the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this
e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance

<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft cover
letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey docs?



Wyoming
would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to
wyden and he will not be able to
copy, just confidentially review.
Mitch and | have discussed the
value of giving industry involved
(the specific companies that
have

provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress.
Happy to work with you on
language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240



202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Uriarte, Carlos™" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:43:16 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Attachments: GAO COAL edited (CFU).docx

A few minor edits | just discussed with Janet to clarify that it is the fair market value
evaluation that will be included in the report.

Thanks,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter.
Thanks for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:




Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance
Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723



On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking
for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.qov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have

yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can
u have something to circulate so | can review soon? Many
thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and |
are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.



Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of
the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to
release the information to be on the
record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so
we are reiterating our objection and have
on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin



<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.qgov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter



<COAL edited.docx>

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given
to wyden and he will not be
able to
copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the
value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to
make this available to
congress. Happy to work with
you on language
to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad



Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Lin, Janet" <jhlin@bim.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:50:47 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

| did not make any comments on the document. Did you all?

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter.
Thanks for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.



Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking
for it.

Sent from my iPhone



On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have

yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can
u have something to circulate so | can review soon? Many
thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and |
are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.



Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"



<pam haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of
the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to
release the information to be on the
record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so
we are reiterating our objection and have
on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential
document review




Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.



These docs will not be given
to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work with
you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov



Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:51:06 GMT-0700 (MST)
"Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>, Janet Lin
To: <jhlin@blm.gov>, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>, Richard
Myers <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao
Attachments: COAL edited (1) and edited again.docx

| think you want to be specific that you don't want this shared with Congress. see edits in
attached.

But much more important than editing the letter is getting your final language to include in
the report and YOUR EDITS TO THE REPORT.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:43 PM, Uriarte, Carlos <carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
A few minor edits | just discussed with Janet to clarify that it is the fair market value
evaluation that will be included in the report.

Thanks,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Where is the copy of the report with comments?



From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam
Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter.
Thanks for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<pnancy thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming
that has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is
the designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the
transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.qov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance
Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao



All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be
looking for it.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard"
<richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have
yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up?
Can u have something to circulate so | can review soon?

Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and
| are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual
or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,



distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited.
If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and
destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.qgov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but
it might be more about showing that we view
protecting the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup
of the report. | am happy to transmit
the language again about our
objections to release the information to
be on the record. We will likely be
sending the materials by email so think
about whether you want a memo from
me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a
few paras from this letter when we
convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are reiterating
our objection and have on record the
reasons we believe the info should not



be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the
language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette

<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.gov>,
Donald Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter
for widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the
most recent draft cover
letter for the document
review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte
Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the
Interior

p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533



carlos uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use
of this e-mail or its contents is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at
4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send
this group the most recent
draft cover letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at
this draft and see if it meets
your needs.

These docs will not be
given to wyden and he will
not be able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have
been required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work
with you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've



been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 12:57:37 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Yes - agreed. | am checking with our folks on the report edits.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:51 PM, Haze, Pam <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
| think you want to be specific that you don't want this shared with Congress. see edits
in attached.

But much more important than editing the letter is getting your final language to include
in the report and YOUR EDITS TO THE REPORT.



On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:43 PM, Uriarte, Carlos <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
A few minor edits | just discussed with Janet to clarify that it is the fair market value
evaluation that will be included in the report.

Thanks,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter.
Thanks for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation



on each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate
we will include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<pancy thomas@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming
that has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what
is the designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the
transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <|lance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be
looking for it.



Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard"
<richard.myers@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have
yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up?
Can u have something to circulate so | can review soon?
Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich



and | are working on a draft memo that we will
circulate later today.
Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message
but it might be more about showing that we view
protecting the taxpayer interest as important.



Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to
get from us no later than tomorrow
the designation language and our
markup of the report. | am happy to
transmit the language again about
our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We
will likely be sending the materials by
email so think about whether you
want a memo from me or an email
from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM,
Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a
few paras from this letter when we
convey the sensitivity marking
language to GAO, so we are
reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the
info should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the
language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet

Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>,




Celia Boddington
<cbodding@blm.qgov>,

Donald Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter
for widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the
most recent draft cover
letter for the document
review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte
Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the
Interior

p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos uriarte@ios.doi.qov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may
contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying or use of this e-
mail or its contents is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender
immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at
4:05 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:




Carlos -- would you send
this group the most recent
draft cover letter

for the document review
by wyden staff of the
markey docs? Wyoming
would like to understand
the parameters of this
review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at
this draft and see if it
meets your needs.

These docs will not be
given to wyden and he
will not be able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will
be reviewed) that we
have been required to
make this available to
congress. Happy to work
with you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production
we've been discussing for
several weeks.

Sent from my iPad



<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Nancy Thomas <nancy_ thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 13:02:41 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Subject: RE: Gao

It would have been good if the comments were marked up in the report, but if not, as long as the
page no, paragraph etc. is properly referenced we can list the comments in bullets as part of the
email, if you want. If we do not have any other comments, then we will have to remove that
sentence from the memo.

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:51 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte; Pam Haze
Subject: Re: Gao

| did not make any comments on the document. Did you all?

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:



Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter. Thanks
for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If I may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the
designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL USE
ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance

Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao



All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed should
sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking for
it.

Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>

wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.

I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers

General Law

202-208-4723



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have yet to
see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can u have
something to circulate so | can review soon? Many thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and | are
working on a draft memo that we will circulate later
today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential,
or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail
or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error, please notify
the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.



On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we would
want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get from
us no later than tomorrow the designation
language and our markup of the report. |
am happy to transmit the language again
about our objections to release the
information to be on the record. We will
likely be sending the materials by email so
think about whether you want a memo from
me or an email from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so we
are reiterating our objection and have on
record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?



Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013 4:58:38
PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.qov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington
<cbodding@blm.qgov>, Donald
Simpson <dsimpson@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential document
review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for
the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by
applicable law. If you are not the intended



recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this
e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you
receive this e-mail in error, please notify the
sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance
<|lance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft cover
letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey docs?
Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given to
wyden and he will not be able to
copy, just confidentially review.
Mitch and | have discussed the
value of giving industry involved
(the specific companies that
have

provided the info that will be
reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to congress.
Happy to work with you on
language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad



<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Lin, Janet” <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Dec 06 2013 13:10:37 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Gao

Nancy - | just spoke to Bill LeSage - he does have edits that didn't make it to me yet - but
he is sending them now. | think this allows us to align comments within the report to the
cover letter info.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 3:02 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

It would have been good if the comments were marked up in the report, but if not, as long as
the page no, paragraph etc. is properly referenced we can list the comments in bullets as part
of the email, if you want. If we do not have any other comments, then we will have to remove
that sentence from the memo.



From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:51 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte; Pam Haze
Subject: Re: Gao

| did not make any comments on the document. Did you all?

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:32 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Where is the copy of the report with comments?

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Haze, Pam

Cc: Nancy Thomas; Richard Myers; Linda Lance; Carlos Uriarte
Subject: Re: Gao

Here is BLM's shot at some edits - inserted some language from Wyden's letter.
Thanks for the opportunity.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Reviewing....

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 6, 2013, at 9:51 AM, "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Dear All: | made edits to the letter to reflect the need for a designation on
each page of the report (please feel free to modify) and to indicate we will
include our comments on the report.

Can we quickly complete this process?? Nancy and | are standing by.

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 9:36 AM, Nancy Thomas
<nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

If | may, this is also our last opportunity to mark up the report. | am assuming that
has been done as well and can be send along with the letter. Also, what is the



designation that we are assigning to this report? SENSITIVE, FOR OFFICIAL
USE ONLY, or anything else??? That must be covered in the transmittal letter.

Nancy

From: Myers, Richard [mailto:richard.myers@sol.doi.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Linda Lance
Cc: Uriarte, Carlos; Haze, Pam; Janet Lin; Nancy Thomas
Subject: Re: Gao

All --

Please see the attached draft letter to GAO. Not sure who we agreed
should sign it.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 8:32 AM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Thanks. Need to get this cleared quickly this am so folks ahold be looking
for it.

Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 5, 2013, at 6:30 PM, "Myers, Richard" <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>
wrote:

Linda --

You can blame me for the delay on this.



I'll have something for you to look at tomorrow morning.

Thanks

Rich Myers
General Law

202-208-4723

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 4:17 PM, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Rich and Carlos -- this needs to be finalized SOON. | have

yet to see a draft and will be on the road soon. What's up? Can
u have something to circulate so | can review soon? Many
thanks. Linda

Sent from my iPad

On Dec 5, 2013, at 12:00 PM, "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos uriarte@ios.doi.qov> wrote:

Pam and Janet,

Thank you for the update and the email. Rich and |
are working on a draft memo that we will circulate
later today.

Best,

Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel



U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or
entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies.
Thank you.

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 11:26 AM, Haze, Pam
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

can you guys send a draft?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 9:59 AM, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| guess | would suggest a memo in the event we
would want to release it later.

Not necessarily for the "l told you so" message but it
might be more about showing that we view protecting
the taxpayer interest as important.

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 5, 2013, at 9:44 AM, "Haze, Pam"
<pam_haze@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet/Rich/Carlos: GAO needs to get
from us no later than tomorrow the
designation language and our markup of
the report. | am happy to transmit the
language again about our objections to
release the information to be on the
record. We will likely be sending the
materials by email so think about whether
you want a memo from me or an email



from me?

On Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:07 AM, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

Pam, Linda, Rich: Should we steal a few
paras from this letter when we convey the
sensitivity marking language to GAO, so
we are reiterating our objection and have
on record the reasons we believe the info
should not be released?

Rich-do you have a draft of the language?

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Uriarte, Carlos"
<carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Date: December 4, 2013
4:58:38 PM EST

To: Linda Lance
<|lance@blm.qov>

Cc: Mitchell Leverette
<mleveret@blm.gov>,
mnedd@blm.gov, Janet Lin

<jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia
Boddington

<cbodding@blm.gov>, Donald
Simpson
<dsimpson@blm.qgov>
Subject: Re: Draft letter for
widen confidential
document review

Attached please find the most
recent draft cover letter for the
document review.

Best,
Carlos



Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533

carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is
intended for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, or
otherwise protected by applicable law. If you
are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution,
copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is
strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in
error, please notify the sender immediately
and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:05
PM, Linda Lance

<llance@blm.gov> wrote:

Carlos -- would you send this
group the most recent draft
cover letter

for the document review by
wyden staff of the markey
docs? Wyoming

would like to understand the
parameters of this review.

Bim'ers, pls take a look at this
draft and see if it meets your
needs.

These docs will not be given
to wyden and he will not be
able to

copy, just confidentially
review. Mitch and | have
discussed the

value of giving industry
involved (the specific
companies that have
provided the info that will be



reviewed) that we have been
required to

make this available to
congress. Happy to work with
you on language

to use when we notify the
companies.

This is the production we've
been discussing for several
weeks.

Sent from my iPad

<COAL edited.docx>

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov



Janet Lin | Chief of Staff

Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov



Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value estimate information containedinthe
Repest: that is -includedine in -the version of the Report that you plan to distribute on a limited
basis in Congress ea-a-Hmited-basis. You asked us, and we agreed, to provide proposed text for
you to include in your transmittal letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures
these concerns.

| We would ask, therefore, that you eensider-addine the text below to your transmittal letter:

The information contained in this Report is sensitive and is based in part on confidential and proprietary

information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in bidding on BLM coal leases.
Confidentiality of this information is vital to the BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair market value
of lease tracts, and BLM is required to keep this information confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. §
3481.3 and the terms of the BLM standard coal lease agreement

In addition. on each page of the Report. we ask that you include the following statement:

This information is confidential and proprietary and should not be released under any circumstances. ‘———{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25"

Enclosed is a copy of the Report with our comments. Thank you for this opportunity to express our
concems in this matter and for your assistance throughout the review.




Sincerely,

Enclosure «—{ Formatted: Left




Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value estimate information containedinthe
Repestthat is -includedine in -the version of the Report that you plan to distribute on a limited
basis in Congress ea-a-Hmited-basis- You asked us, and we agreed- to provide proposed text for
you to include in your transmittal letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures
these concerns.

| We would ask, therefore, that you eensider-addine the text below to your transmittal letter:

The information contained in this Report is sensitive and is based in part on confidential and proprietary

information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in bidding on BLM coal leases.
Confidentiality of this information is vital to the BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair market value
of lease tracts, and BLM is required to keep this information confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. §
3481.3 and the terms of the BLM standard coal lease agreement

In addition. on each page of the Report. we ask that you include the following statement:

This information is confidential and proprietary and should not be released under any circumstances. ‘———{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25"

Enclosed is a copy of the Report with our comments. Thank you for this opportunity to express our
concems in this matter and for your assistance throughout the review.




Sincerely,

Enclosure «—{ Formatted: Left




Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value estimate information containedinthe
Repest: that is -includedine in -the version of the Report that you plan to distribute on a limited
basis in Congress ea-a-Hmited-basis. You asked us, and we agreed, to provide proposed text for
you to include in your transmittal letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures
these concerns.

| We would ask, therefore, that you eensider-addine the text below to your transmittal letter:

The information contained in this Report is sensitive and is based in part on confidential and proprietary

information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in bidding on BLM coal leases.
Confidentiality of this information is vital to the BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair market value
of lease tracts, and BLM is required to keep this information confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. §
3481.3 and the terms of the BLM standard coal lease agreement.

In addition. on each page of the Report. we ask that you include the following statement:

This information is confidential and proprietary and should not be released under any circumstances. ‘———{ Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25"

Enclosed is a copy of the Report with our comments. Thank you for this opportunity to express our
concems in this matter and for your assistance throughout the review.




Sincerely,

Enclosure «—{ Formatted: Left




Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value information contained in the Report.
including the version that you plan to distribute on a limited basis. You asked us, and we agreed,
to provide proposed text for you to include in your transmittal letter to members of Congress and
their staffs that captures these concerns.

| We would ask, therefore, that you eensideraddings the text below to your transmittal letter:

The information contained in this Report is sensitive and is based in part on confidential and
proprietary information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in bidding on BLM coal
leases. Confidentiality of this information is vital to the BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair
market value of lease tracts, and BLM is required to keep this information confidential
pursuant to 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and the terms of the BLM standard coal lease agreement.

In addition. on each page of the Report. we ask that you include the following statement:

. . ~ . . . . . g
This information is confidential and proprietary and should not be released under any circumstances. < Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.25"

Enclosed is a copy of the Report with our comments. Thank you for this opportunity to express our
concerns in this matter and for your assistance throughout the review.

Sincerely,



| Enclosure




Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. S. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

As we discussed on the phone before the Thanksgiving holiday, the Department of the Interior
has serious concerns about the release of fair market value information contained in the Report.
You asked us, and we agreed, to provide proposed text for you to include in your transmittal
letter to members of Congress and their staffs that captures these concerns.

We would ask, therefore, that you consider adding the text below to your transmittal letter:

The information contained in this Report is sensitive and is based in part on confidential and
proprietary information voluntarily submitted by coal companies interested in bidding on BLM coal
leases. Confidentiality of this information is vital to the BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair
market value of lease tracts, and BLM is required to keep this information confidential
pursuant to 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and the terms of the BLM standard coal lease agreement.

Thank you for this opportunity to express our concerns in this matter.

Sincerely,






The Honorable Ron Wyden

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Wyden:

This letter responds to your letter dated November 1, 2013, requesting information related to the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM’s) coal leasing program.

Specifically, you have requested Presale Appraisal Reports and Post-Sale Appraisal Reports for
29 specific coal sales spanning September 1, 2004 through August 14, 2013. As we have
discussed with your staff, these reports contain highly confidential and sensitive information the
release of which would cause significant harm to BLM’s coal lease program. The Presale
Appraisal Reports include geology, engineering, economic, and appraisal reports prepared by
BLM staff to determine the fair market value for each coal sale. The geologic and engineering
reports were prepared using confidential and proprietary business information voluntarily
provided to BLM by the companies who submitted lease bids. This information is vital to the
BLM’s ability to evaluate the fair market value, and BLM is required to keep this information
confidential pursuant to 43 C.F.R. § 3481.3 and the terms of the standard coal lease agreement.
The economic and pre-sale appraisal reports contain evaluations that if publically released could
negatively impact BLM’s ability to obtain meaningful competition in our coal sales, and thereby
reduce the return for the taxpayer.

Due to the sensitive contents of these reports, and our concerns about the possible negative effect
on return to the taxpayer should they be disclosed, your staff has agreed to certain conditions for
your review. We are very appreciative of your work with us in this regard.

We will retain the documents at the Department of the Interior and will make them available for
review here at a time convenient to your staff. Your staff may take notes but will not make
copies of the documents, and they will remain the property of the Department of the Interior.
The information is being made available to you as Chairman and to Committee staff designated
by you for the purposes of exercising your oversight responsibilities. As is our practice, we will
also make the information available to the Ranking Member of the Committee and designated
Committee staff upon request. We respectfully request that you and your staff protect this
information from further dissemination. Should you believe that your oversight responsibilities
may require further distribution of this information or any derivative of this information, we



request that such need first be discussed with the agency to help ensure that confidentiality, and
the taxpayers' interests, are protected to the fullest extent possible.

We look forward to working with you and your staff to fulfill this request. Please do not hesitate
to contact me if you have any questions or need additional assistance.

Sincerely,

Linda Lance
Deputy Director
Programs & Policy

cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
Ranking Member
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Coal

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 13:45:42 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include in the Coal
GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need

to hear from you. thanks

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 14:07:37 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Pam Haze <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: RE: Coal

Thank you so much, Pam! | never thank you enough for making my job easier. Have a good
evening!

Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM
To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance

Cc: Nancy Thomas

Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include in the Coal
GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need
to hear from you. thanks



Nancy Thomas <nancy_ thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 14:31:43 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>
Subject: RE: Coal

FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are providing to GAO on Friday is
just the designation or the technical comments as well. Regardless Friday is the drop date for
them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include in the Coal
GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need
to hear from you. thanks

Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 14:55:24 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Coal

| was under the impression that Rich Myers was taking a shot at the language. In
addition, do we want to reiterate our objection so we are on the record.

Janet Lin
BLM Chief Of Staff

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:31 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are providing to GAO
on Friday is just the designation or the technical comments as well. Regardless



Friday is the drop date for them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam _haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include
in the Coal GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday,

December 6, 2013. Need to hear from you. thanks

Linda Lance <llance@bim.gov>

From: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 15:29:55 GMT-0700 (MST)

To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov
Subject: Re: Coal

Right. Solicitor's office was supposed to draft. Carlos have you been in touch with them?
Would u ck in with Harvey and rich? Janet and | are in w va for bim meetings w spotty
cell/lemail coverage. Carlos in case it's helpful share our draft wyden letter with them if u
haven't already. Pam we'll have something together by Friday. Back in dc tomorrow
evening. Carlos pls ask solicitors office to circulate draft to us tomorrow. Can't take that

long to write. Thx
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:55 PM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| was under the impression that Rich Myers was taking a shot at the language.
In addition, do we want to reiterate our objection so we are on the record.

Janet Lin
BLM Chief Of Staff

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:31 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:




FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are
providing to GAO on Friday is just the designation or the technical
comments as well. Regardless Friday is the drop date for them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language
to include in the Coal GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no
later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need to hear from you.
thanks

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 17:21:40 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Coal

thank you

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 5:29 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Right. Solicitor's office was supposed to draft. Carlos have you been in touch with
them? Would u ck in with Harvey and rich? Janet and | are in w va for bim meetings w
spotty cell/email coverage. Carlos in case it's helpful share our draft wyden letter with
them if u haven't already. Pam we'll have something together by Friday. Back in dc
tomorrow evening. Carlos pls ask solicitors office to circulate draft to us tomorrow.
Can't take that long to write. Thx

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:55 PM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| was under the impression that Rich Myers was taking a shot at the



language. In addition, do we want to reiterate our objection so we are on
the record.

Janet Lin
BLM Chief Of Staff

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:31 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are
providing to GAO on Friday is just the designation or the technical
comments as well. Regardless Friday is the drop date for them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation
language to include in the Coal GAO report. We have to get
back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need to
hear from you. thanks

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 17:33:19 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Coal

back at youl!

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:07 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Thank you so much, Pam! | never thank you enough for making my job easier. Have a good



evening!

Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include in the
Coal GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6,
2013. Need to hear from you. thanks

"Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Haze, Pam" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Dec 04 2013 17:48:59 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Coal

Thanks Nancy - Linda has emailed Carlos and asked him to get this moving.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 4:31 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are providing to GAO on
Friday is just the designation or the technical comments as well. Regardless Friday is the drop
date for them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.qov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal



Need to know status of your deliberations on designation language to include in the
Coal GAO report. We have to get back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6,
2013. Need to hear from you. thanks

"Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>

From: "Uriarte, Carlos" <carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Dec 05 2013 06:26:20 GMT-0700 (MST)
To: Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Subject: Re: Coal

Linda,

Thanks for the note. | will touch base with Rich on this letter.

Best,
Carlos

Carlos Felipe Uriarte

Senior Counsel

U.S. Department of the Interior
p-202.208.4946
f-202.208.5533
carlos_uriarte@ios.doi.gov

This e-mail (including attachments) is intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. It may contain information
that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this e-mail or its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this e-mail in error,
please notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies. Thank you.

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 5:29 PM, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov> wrote:
Right. Solicitor's office was supposed to draft. Carlos have you been in touch with
them? Would u ck in with Harvey and rich? Janet and | are in w va for bim meetings w
spotty cell/email coverage. Carlos in case it's helpful share our draft wyden letter with
them if u haven't already. Pam we'll have something together by Friday. Back in dc
tomorrow evening. Carlos pls ask solicitors office to circulate draft to us tomorrow.
Can't take that long to write. Thx

Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:55 PM, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov> wrote:

| was under the impression that Rich Myers was taking a shot at the



language. In addition, do we want to reiterate our objection so we are on
the record.

Janet Lin
BLM Chief Of Staff

On Dec 4, 2013, at 4:31 PM, Nancy Thomas <pancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

FYI, Liz Erdmann had called me and wanted to know if what we are
providing to GAO on Friday is just the designation or the technical
comments as well. Regardless Friday is the drop date for them.

Thanks
Nancy

From: Haze, Pam [mailto:pam haze@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2013 3:46 PM

To: Janet Lin; Linda Lance
Cc: Nancy Thomas
Subject: Coal

Need to know status of your deliberations on designation
language to include in the Coal GAO report. We have to get
back to GAO no later than Friday, December 6, 2013. Need to
hear from you. thanks
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Invitation: Pre-brief Coal report @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11am - 11:30am
(pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)

Attachments:

/13. Invitation: Pre-brief Coal report @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11am - 11:30am
(pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)/1.1 invite.ics

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Nov 20 2013 11:03:20 GMT-0700 (MST)
"pam_haze@ios.doi.gov" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>, Janet
Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Richard Myers

To: <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>, Harvey Blank
<harvey.blank@sol.doi.gov>, Linda Lance
<llance@blm.gov>, Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>

Invitation: Pre-brief Coal report @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11am -

Subject: 11:30am (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)
Attachments: invite.ics
Pre-brief Coal report more details »

When Thu Nov 21, 2013 11am — 11:30am Eastern Time
Where Room 5112 (map)
Calendar pam haze@ios.doi.gov

Who « Nancy Thomas - organizer
+ JanetLin
» Richard Myers
« Harvey Blank
» Pam Haze
« Linda Lance
» Mitchell Leverette

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account pam haze@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

pam haze@ios.doi.qov.

To stop receiving these notifications, please log in to hitps://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings
for this calendar.
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Updated Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal @
Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)

Attachments:

/14. Updated Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal @
Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)/1.1 invite.ics
/14. Updated Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal @
Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)/2.1 invite.ics

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

Sent: Wed Nov 20 2013 08:02:20 GMT-0700 (MST)
"pam_haze@ios.doi.gov" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>,

To: "erdmanne@gao.gov" <erdmanne@gao.gov>, Linda Lance

<llance@blm.gov>, "fennella@gao.gov"
<fennella@gao.gov>, Janet Lin <janet_lin@blm.gov>

Updated Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU

Subject: report on Coal @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm
(pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)
Attachments: invite.ics

This event has been changed.

Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal more details »
When Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am — 12:30pm Eastern Time

Where Changed: Room 5112 Dial-in_ Passcode:-# (map)

Calendar pam haze@ios.doi.gov

Who » nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov - organizer
» erdmanne@gao.gov
» Linda Lance
« fennella@gao.qgov
« Janet Lin
« Pam Haze

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account pam_haze@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for updated invitations on
calendar pam haze@ios.doi.gov.




To stop receiving these notifications, please log in to https://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings
for this calendar.

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Nov 20 2013 10:58:26 GMT-0700 (MST)

"pam_haze@ios.doi.gov" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>,
Richard Myers <richard.myers@sol.doi.gov>, Mitchell
Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, Janet Lin

To: <janet_lin@blm.gov>, Harvey Blank
<harvey.blank@sol.doi.gov>, "erdmanne@gao.gov"
<erdmanne@gao.gov>, "fennella@gao.gov"
<fennella@gao.gov>, Linda Lance <llance@blm.gov>

Updated Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU

Subject: report on Coal @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm
(pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)
Attachments: invite.ics

This event has been changed.

Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal more details »
When Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am — 12:30pm Eastern Time

Where Changed: Room 5112 Dial-in 1_ Passcode:- (map)

Calendar pam _haze@ios.doi.gov

Who » nancy thomas@ios.doi.qov - organizer
» Richard Myers

« Mitchell Leverette

» Janet Lin

« Harvey Blank

» erdmanne@gao.gov
« Pam Haze

« fennella@gao.qov

« Linda Lance

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account pam_haze@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for updated invitations on

calendar pam_haze@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notifications, please log in to https://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings
for this calendar.
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Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal @ Thu Nov
21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)

Attachments:

/15. Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal @ Thu Nov
21,2013 11:30am - 12:30pm (pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)/1.1 invite.ics

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Nov 15 2013 10:08:48 GMT-0700 (MST)

"pam_haze@ios.doi.gov" <pam_haze@ios.doi.gov>,
"erdmanne@gao.gov" <erdmanne@gao.gov>, Linda Lance

To: <llance@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <janet_lin@blm.gov>,
"fennella@gao.gov" <fennella@gao.gov>
Invitation: Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on
Subject: Coal @ Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am - 12:30pm
(pam_haze@ios.doi.gov)
Attachments: invite.ics
Teleconference with GAO - GAO SBU report on Coal more details »

When Thu Nov 21, 2013 11:30am — 12:30pm Eastern Time
Calendar pam haze@ios.doi.gov

Who * Nancy Thomas - organizer
»  erdmanne@gao.gov
« Pam Haze
» Linda Lance
+ Janet Lin
« fennella@gao.gov

Going? Yes - Maybe - No more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account pam_haze@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

pam haze@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notifications, please log in to https://www.google.com/calendar/ and change your notification settings
for this calendar.
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RE: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Nov 01 2013 11:14:34 GMT-0600 (MDT)

Janine Velasco <jvelasco@blm.gov>, Ann DeBlasi
<amdeblas@blm.gov>, Tiya Samuels

To: <tsamuels@blm.gov>, Celina Cunningham
<celina_cunningham@ios.doi.gov>, Richard Cardinale
<richard_cardinale@ios.doi.gov>

Subject: RE: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

FYIl See message below from GAO.

The bottom line is that there will be 2 reports on coal, one public final report (what we
reviewed and commented on in August) and the other (sensitive) which will only be
iIssued to Congress and to DOI. However when the sensitive report is transmitted, a
technical and sensitivity review will have to be done. However as stated in the last
paragraph, a formal comment letter will not be required.

| will keep you posted if | hear any additional information.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios doi.gov | www.doi.aov




From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 12:44 PM

To: 'Leverette, Mitchell'; Radden-Lesage, Bill; 'janet lin@blm.gov'; lavanna Stevenson@blm.gov; 'Nancy
Thomas'

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott; Capaccio, Antoinette C; Johnson, Richard P

Subject: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hello-

As you all know, we have been working to come up with a way to resolve the impasse
that has resulted from discussions on whether information could be included in the federal
coal leasing report with regard to the difference between the presale FMV and the
winning bid. After several conversations with BLM and the Hill, we have decided to do
the following:

We will issue the report as it currently stands, and that BLM has previously reviewed
and commented on, as a public report. No changes will be made to it.

In addition, we will be issuing a Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) report that will
essentially be the public version of the report, plus the information mentioned above on
the difference between the presale FMV and the winning bids. GAO occasionally issues
SBU reports to protect the public disclosure of certain information. Specifically, the SBU
report will contain a sentence in the text (and an accompanying footnote) delineating the
average difference between the presale FMV and the winning bid (this is the sentence
that we sent over to you months ago that started us down this path), as well as an
appendix listing the difference for each of the 31 lease sales we reviewed.

Within the next 1-2 weeks, we will be transmitting the SBU report to you for (1) technical
review of the NEW information and (2) a sensitivity review. It will be up to Interior/BLM to
review and assign the appropriate sensitivity to the report. Pending your review and as a
precaution, we have tentatively marked the draft report as “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -
Releasable Only to Congress and Cognizant Federal Agencies,” and we will modify that,
if needed, according to your final determination of the level of sensitivity required. The
final report will be marked with this sensitivity information on the cover, as well as the top
and bottom of all pages in the report.

We are not looking for Interior to provide a new official comment letter; however, if one is
provided it would be printed in the SBU version of the report. Again, we are looking for
any technical comments on the new material, as well as your response concerning the
level of sensitivity. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to let us
know.

Best regards-



L1z

Elizabeth Erdmann

Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

202-512-8113

erdmanne@gao.gov

http://www.qgao.gov

Connect with GAO: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, podcasts
Subscribe to our feeds or email updates

"Lin, Janet” <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Nov 01 2013 11:52:52 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing
Nancy -

Can you provide any information on SBUs? It sounds like determinations are made as to
the level of sensitivity, but are there certain guidelines that apply to all SBUs? For
example, at a meeting, GAO indicated that the existence of an SBU would not be
provided in the public report and we would not reveal the existence of such a report to the
public? | am not familiar with these types of reports.

Pam - we are meeting with Hill Staff (Markey/Wyden) on Tues with pre-brief Mon.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 1:14 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYIl See message below from GAO.

The bottom line is that there will be 2 reports on coal, one public final report (what we
reviewed and commented on in August) and the other (sensitive) which will only be



Issued to Congress and to DOI. However when the sensitive report is transmitted, a
technical and sensitivity review will have to be done. However as stated in the last
paragraph, a formal comment letter will not be required.

| will keep you posted if | hear any additional information.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov | www.doi.gov

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@agao.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 12:44 PM

To: 'Leverette, Mitchell'; Radden-Lesage, Bill; 'janet lin@blm.gov'; lavanna Stevenson@blm.gov;

'Nancy Thomas'
Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott; Capaccio, Antoinette C; Johnson, Richard P
Subject: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hello-

As you all know, we have been working to come up with a way to resolve the impasse
that has resulted from discussions on whether information could be included in the
federal coal leasing report with regard to the difference between the presale FMV and
the winning bid. After several conversations with BLM and the Hill, we have decided to
do the following:

We will issue the report as it currently stands, and that BLM has previously
reviewed and commented on, as a public report. No changes will be made to it.

In addition, we will be issuing a Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) report that will
essentially be the public version of the report, plus the information mentioned above on
the difference between the presale FMV and the winning bids. GAO occasionally
issues SBU reports to protect the public disclosure of certain information. Specifically,
the SBU report will contain a sentence in the text (and an accompanying footnote)
delineating the average difference between the presale FMV and the winning bid (this
Is the sentence that we sent over to you months ago that started us down this path), as



well as an appendix listing the difference for each of the 31 lease sales we reviewed.

Within the next 1-2 weeks, we will be transmitting the SBU report to you for (1)
technical review of the NEW information and (2) a sensitivity review. It will be up to
Interior/BLM to review and assign the appropriate sensitivity to the report. Pending
your review and as a precaution, we have tentatively marked the draft report as “FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY — Releasable Only to Congress and Cognizant Federal
Agencies,” and we will modify that, if needed, according to your final determination of
the level of sensitivity required. The final report will be marked with this sensitivity
information on the cover, as well as the top and bottom of all pages in the report.

We are not looking for Interior to provide a new official comment letter; however, if one
is provided it would be printed in the SBU version of the report. Again, we are looking
for any technical comments on the new material, as well as your response concerning
the level of sensitivity. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to
let us know.

Best regards-

Liz

Elizabeth Erdmann

Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

202-512-8113

erdmanne@gao.gov

http://www.gao.gov

Connect with GAO: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, podcasts
Subscribe to our feeds or email updates

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff



Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Nov 01 2013 12:10:35 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>

Subject: RE: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing
Janet,

| just got off the phone with Liz Erdmann. | am not familiar with the SBU reports either.

Yes, there will be a statement in the public report that would indicate the existence of the SBU
report. It will state something to the effect that it is identical to the SBU report, which includes
information relating to the FMVs calculated on past coal lease sales.

Hope that helps! So, the designation of the appropriate sensitivity level has to be assigned by
us. GAO will then issue it with that designation. Apparently this doesn’'t happen as often but does
occasionally.

Nancy

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 1:53 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Janine Velasco; Richard Cardinale; LaVanna Stevenson; Pam Haze; Mitchell Leverette
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Nancy -

Can you provide any information on SBUs? It sounds like determinations are made as to
the level of sensitivity, but are there certain guidelines that apply to all SBUs? For
example, at a meeting, GAO indicated that the existence of an SBU would not be
provided in the public report and we would not reveal the existence of such a report to the
public? | am not familiar with these types of reports.



Pam - we are meeting with Hill Staff (Markey/VWyden) on |ues with pre-brief Mon.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 1:14 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYIl See message below from GAO.

The bottom line is that there will be 2 reports on coal, one public final report (what we
reviewed and commented on in August) and the other (sensitive) which will only be
iIssued to Congress and to DOI. However when the sensitive report is transmitted, a
technical and sensitivity review will have to be done. However as stated in the last
paragraph, a formal comment letter will not be required.

| will keep you posted if | hear any additional information.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov | www.doi.gov

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 12:44 PM

To: 'Leverette, Mitchell'; Radden-Lesage, Bill; 'janet_lin@blm.gov'; lavanna_Stevenson@blm.gov; 'Nancy
Thomas'

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott; Capaccio, Antoinette C; Johnson, Richard P

Subject: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hello-

As you all know, we have been working to come up with a way to resolve the impasse
that has resulted from discussions on whether information could be included in the federal
coal leasing report with regard to the difference between the presale FMV and the
winning bid. After several conversations with BLM and the Hill, we have decided to do



the tollowing:

We will issue the report as it currently stands, and that BLM has previously reviewed
and commented on, as a public report. No changes will be made to it.

In addition, we will be issuing a Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) report that will
essentially be the public version of the report, plus the information mentioned above on
the difference between the presale FMV and the winning bids. GAO occasionally issues
SBU reports to protect the public disclosure of certain information. Specifically, the SBU
report will contain a sentence in the text (and an accompanying footnote) delineating the
average difference between the presale FMV and the winning bid (this is the sentence
that we sent over to you months ago that started us down this path), as well as an
appendix listing the difference for each of the 31 lease sales we reviewed.

Within the next 1-2 weeks, we will be transmitting the SBU report to you for (1) technical
review of the NEW information and (2) a sensitivity review. It will be up to Interior/BLM to
review and assign the appropriate sensitivity to the report. Pending your review and as a
precaution, we have tentatively marked the draft report as “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -
Releasable Only to Congress and Cognizant Federal Agencies,” and we will modify that,
if needed, according to your final determination of the level of sensitivity required. The
final report will be marked with this sensitivity information on the cover, as well as the top
and bottom of all pages in the report.

We are not looking for Interior to provide a new official comment letter; however, if one is
provided it would be printed in the SBU version of the report. Again, we are looking for
any technical comments on the new material, as well as your response concerning the
level of sensitivity. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to let us
know.

Best regards-

Liz

Elizabeth Erdmann

Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

202-512-8113

erdmanne@gao.gov

http://www.gao.gov



Connect with GAO: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, podcasts
Subscribe to our feeds or email updates

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240
202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

"Lin, Janet” <jhlin@blm.gov>

From: "Lin, Janet" <jhlin@blm.gov>

Sent: Fri Nov 01 2013 12:15:28 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hmmm. That is interesting because at the meeting GAO indicated that there WOULD
NOT be a reference to the existence of a SBU report in the public report and it was further
implied, based on my recollection, that we, the Hill, or others could not reveal its

existence.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 2:10 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet,

| just got off the phone with Liz Erdmann. | am not familiar with the SBU reports either.

Yes, there will be a statement in the public report that would indicate the existence of the SBU
report. It will state something to the effect that it is identical to the SBU report, which includes
information relating to the FMVs calculated on past coal lease sales.

Hope that helps! So, the designation of the appropriate sensitivity level has to be assigned by
us. GAO will then issue it with that designation. Apparently this doesn’'t happen as often but

does occasionally.



Nancy

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 1:53 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Janine Velasco; Richard Cardinale; LaVanna Stevenson; Pam Haze; Mitchell Leverette
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Nancy -

Can you provide any information on SBUs? It sounds like determinations are made as
to the level of sensitivity, but are there certain guidelines that apply to all SBUs? For
example, at a meeting, GAO indicated that the existence of an SBU would not be
provided in the public report and we would not reveal the existence of such a report to
the public? | am not familiar with these types of reports.

Pam - we are meeting with Hill Staff (Markey/Wyden) on Tues with pre-brief Mon.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 1:14 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYIl See message below from GAO.

The bottom line is that there will be 2 reports on coal, one public final report (what we
reviewed and commented on in August) and the other (sensitive) which will only be
iIssued to Congress and to DOI. However when the sensitive report is transmitted, a
technical and sensitivity review will have to be done. However as stated in the last
paragraph, a formal comment letter will not be required.

| will keep you posted if | hear any additional information.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov | www.doi.gov



From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 12:44 PM

To: 'Leverette, Mitchell'; Radden-Lesage, Bill; 'janet_lin@blm.gov'; lavanna Stevenson@blm.gov;
'Nancy Thomas'

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott; Capaccio, Antoinette C; Johnson, Richard P

Subject: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hello-

As you all know, we have been working to come up with a way to resolve the impasse
that has resulted from discussions on whether information could be included in the
federal coal leasing report with regard to the difference between the presale FMV and
the winning bid. After several conversations with BLM and the Hill, we have decided to
do the following:

We will issue the report as it currently stands, and that BLM has previously
reviewed and commented on, as a public report. No changes will be made to it.

In addition, we will be issuing a Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) report that will
essentially be the public version of the report, plus the information mentioned above on
the difference between the presale FMV and the winning bids. GAO occasionally
issues SBU reports to protect the public disclosure of certain information. Specifically,
the SBU report will contain a sentence in the text (and an accompanying footnote)
delineating the average difference between the presale FMV and the winning bid (this
is the sentence that we sent over to you months ago that started us down this path), as
well as an appendix listing the difference for each of the 31 lease sales we reviewed.

Within the next 1-2 weeks, we will be transmitting the SBU report to you for (1)
technical review of the NEW information and (2) a sensitivity review. It will be up to
Interior/BLM to review and assign the appropriate sensitivity to the report. Pending
your review and as a precaution, we have tentatively marked the draft report as “FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY — Releasable Only to Congress and Cognizant Federal
Agencies,” and we will modify that, if needed, according to your final determination of
the level of sensitivity required. The final report will be marked with this sensitivity
information on the cover, as well as the top and bottom of all pages in the report.

We are not looking for Interior to provide a new official comment letter; however, if one
Is provided it would be printed in the SBU version of the report. Again, we are looking
for any technical comments on the new material, as well as your response concerning
the level of sensitivity. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to
let us know.



Best regards-

Liz

Elizabeth Erdmann

Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

202-512-8113

erdmanne@agao.gov

http://www.gao.gov

Connect with GAO: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, podcasts
Subscribe to our feeds or email updates

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Fri Nov 01 2013 12:30:40 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>



Subject: RE: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Janet,

Apparently GAO misspoke or spoke uninformed about that, and later realized that they have to
include the statement. And that is where the appropriate designation of the sensitivity level
comes in.

So the designation of “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY — Releasable Only to Congress and
Cognizant Federal Agencies,” is legal and cannot be violated by DOI or the Hill.

Hope that helps!

Nancy

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 2:15 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Janine Velasco; Richard Cardinale; LaVanna Stevenson; Pam Haze; Mitchell Leverette
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hmmm. That is interesting because at the meeting GAO indicated that there WOULD
NOT be a reference to the existence of a SBU report in the public report and it was further
implied, based on my recollection, that we, the Hill, or others could not reveal its
existence.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 2:10 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Janet,

| just got off the phone with Liz Erdmann. | am not familiar with the SBU reports either.

Yes, there will be a statement in the public report that would indicate the existence of the SBU
report. It will state something to the effect that it is identical to the SBU report, which includes



information relating to the FMVs calculated on past coal lease sales.

Hope that helps! So, the designation of the appropriate sensitivity level has to be assigned by
us. GAO will then issue it with that designation. Apparently this doesn’'t happen as often but does
occasionally.

Nancy

From: Lin, Janet [mailto:jhlin@blm.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 1:53 PM

To: Nancy Thomas

Cc: Janine Velasco; Richard Cardinale; LaVanna Stevenson; Pam Haze; Mitchell Leverette
Subject: Re: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Nancy -

Can you provide any information on SBUs? It sounds like determinations are made as to
the level of sensitivity, but are there certain guidelines that apply to all SBUs? For
example, at a meeting, GAO indicated that the existence of an SBU would not be
provided in the public report and we would not reveal the existence of such a report to the
public? | am not familiar with these types of reports.

Pam - we are meeting with Hill Staff (Markey/Wyden) on Tues with pre-brief Mon.

On Fri, Nov 1, 2013 at 1:14 PM, Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

FYIl See message below from GAO.

The bottom line is that there will be 2 reports on coal, one public final report (what we
reviewed and commented on in August) and the other (sensitive) which will only be
issued to Congress and to DOI. However when the sensitive report is transmitted, a
technical and sensitivity review will have to be done. However as stated in the last
paragraph, a formal comment letter will not be required.

| will keep you posted if | hear any additional information.

Thanks



Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov | www _doi.gov

From: Erdmann, Elizabeth [mailto:ErdmannE@gao.gov]

Sent: Friday, November 01, 2013 12:44 PM

To: 'Leverette, Mitchell'; Radden-Lesage, Bill; 'janet lin@blm.gov'; lavanna Stevenson@blm.gov; 'Nancy
Thomas'

Cc: Fennell, Anne-Marie; Heacock, Scott; Capaccio, Antoinette C; Johnson, Richard P

Subject: Update on GAO Report on Coal Leasing

Hello-

As you all know, we have been working to come up with a way to resolve the impasse
that has resulted from discussions on whether information could be included in the federal
coal leasing report with regard to the difference between the presale FMV and the
winning bid. After several conversations with BLM and the Hill, we have decided to do
the following:

We will issue the report as it currently stands, and that BLM has previously reviewed
and commented on, as a public report. No changes will be made to it.

In addition, we will be issuing a Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) report that will
essentially be the public version of the report, plus the information mentioned above on
the difference between the presale FMV and the winning bids. GAO occasionally issues
SBU reports to protect the public disclosure of certain information. Specifically, the SBU
report will contain a sentence in the text (and an accompanying footnote) delineating the
average difference between the presale FMV and the winning bid (this is the sentence
that we sent over to you months ago that started us down this path), as well as an
appendix listing the difference for each of the 31 lease sales we reviewed.

Within the next 1-2 weeks, we will be transmitting the SBU report to you for (1) technical
review of the NEW information and (2) a sensitivity review. It will be up to Interior/BLM to
review and assign the appropriate sensitivity to the report. Pending your review and as a
precaution, we have tentatively marked the draft report as “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY -
Releasable Only to Congress and Cognizant Federal Agencies,” and we will modify that,
if needed, according to your final determination of the level of sensitivity required. The
final report will be marked with this sensitivity information on the cover, as well as the top



and bottom of all pages In the report.

We are not looking for Interior to provide a new official comment letter; however, if one is
provided it would be printed in the SBU version of the report. Again, we are looking for
any technical comments on the new material, as well as your response concerning the
level of sensitivity. If you have any questions in the meantime, please feel free to let us
know.

Best regards-

Liz

Elizabeth Erdmann

Assistant Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U.S. Government Accountability Office

202-512-8113

erdmanne@gao.gov

http://www.gao.qgov

Connect with GAO: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, YouTube, podcasts
Subscribe to our feeds or email updates

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240

202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov

Janet Lin | Chief of Staff
Bureau of Land Management | U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW | Washington, DC 20240



202-208-3801 | jhlin@blm.gov



Conversation Contents

RE: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)

/18. RE: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)/1.1 DOI
Response to Draft GAO-13-586 Coal Mgmt.pdf

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Thu Aug 29 2013 11:12:40 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Heacock, Scott" <HeacockS@gao.gov>

Sy RE: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment
Subject: (361421)
Attachments: DOI Response to Draft GAO-13-586 Coal Mgmt.pdf

Good Afternoon!

Thank you for giving the Department of the Interior the opportunity to review and comment on the
subject draft report.

Attached are the Department’'s comments. Kindly acknowledge receipt of this. We look forward
to the final report. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

We appreciate your patience.

Thanks

Nancy

Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.aov | www_doi.aov



From: Heacock, Scott [mailto:HeacockS@gao.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 9:45 AM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov; Sharon | blake@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Subject: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)

July 24, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Madam Secretary:

Enclosed is a copy of our proposed report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-13-586). We are
providing this draft for your review and comment before the report is issued. Our work was done under
engagement code 361421.

We would like to obtain the department’s written or oral comments from you or your designated
representative by August 21, 2013. These comments will be reflected in the final report. We prefer written
comments and request that the written comments be provided electronically. However, we will accept
comments provided in hard copy, orally, or in an unsigned e-mail message. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director, at 202-512-

8113, or at ErdmannE@agao.gov.

This draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is subject to change, and must be safeguarded to
prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts
remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard
copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment



Enclosure

"Fennell, Anne-Marie" <Fenne|lA@ao.gov>

From: "Fennell, Anne-Marie" <FennellA@gao.gov>
Sent: Thu Aug 29 2013 11:16:22 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>, "Heacock,

Scott" <HeacockS@gao.gov>

RE: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment

Subject: (361421)

Thank you very much, Nancy, for your message and attached Department comments. As always,
we appreciate your help. Best regards, Anne-Marie

From: Nancy Thomas [mailto:nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov

Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2013 1:13 PM

To: Heacock, Scott

Cc: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie; Douglas Glenn; Sharon Blake; Pam Haze
Subject: RE: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)

Good Afternoon!

Thank you for giving the Department of the Interior the opportunity to review and comment on the
subject draft report.

Attached are the Department’s comments. Kindly acknowledge receipt of this. We look forward
to the final report. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

We appreciate your patience.

Thanks

Nancy



Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison

US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov | www.doi.gov

From: Heacock, Scott [mailto:HeacockS@gao.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 9:45 AM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov; Sharon | blake@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Subject: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)

July 24, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Madam Secretary:

Enclosed is a copy of our proposed report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-13-586). We are
providing this draft for your review and comment before the report is issued. Our work was done under
engagement code 361421.

We would like to obtain the department’s written or oral comments from you or your designated
representative by August 21, 2013. These comments will be reflected in the final report. We prefer written
comments and request that the written comments be provided electronically. However, we will accept
comments provided in hard copy, orally, or in an unsigned e-mail message. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director, at 202-512-

8113, or at ErdmannE@agao.qgov.

This draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is subject to change, and must be safeguarded to
prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts
remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard
copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.



Sincerely yours,

Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

AUG 29 2013

Ms. Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment
U. 8. Government Accountability Office

441 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20548

Dear Ms. Fennell:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the draft Government
Accountability Office (GAO) Report entitled “COAL LEASING: BLM Could Enhance
Appraisal Process, More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public
Information” (GAO-13-586).

The Department of the Interior appreciates the work of the GAO team and how the draft report
captures the uncertainties and complexities involved with the coal leasing process. We concur
with the recommendations in the report. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has already
begun implementing a number of reforms designed to improve and standardize the performance
of the BLM coal program, including the establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Department’s Office of Valuation Services to strengthen the BLM coal
valuation program. The BLM also will soon publish additional detailed information regarding
past lease sales on its national and state websites.

We are providing two enclosures. The first is a table of our technical comments on the draft
report to assist with the preparation of the final report. The second is a copy of the referenced
MOU between the BLM and Office of Valuation Services. If you have any questions or need
any additional information, please contact Mitchell Leverette, Chief, Division of Solid Minerals,
at 202-912-7113 or LaVanna Stevenson, BLM’s Audit Liaison Officer, at 202-912-7077.

Sincerely,

L2 {&M ::_f‘ﬂ
/

To y P. Beaudreau
Acting Assistant Secretary
Land and Minerals Management

Enclosures
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BLM Comments Concerning
GAQ’s Draft Report — Coal Leasing — August 2013
GAQ-13-586

| Page | Par. Line(s)
32 2 1-3
33 2 2
34 2 5-7
35 2 1-2
35 2 1
35 3 1
37 2 1-4
39 2 1
41 3 2
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I

Memorandum of Understanding

Burean of Land Management and Office of Valuation Services

Project Title
Valuation Processes under the BLM Coal Management Program

" Background

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the U.S. Department of the Interior
{Department) oversees coal mining activities on Federal (public) and Indian lands. The
Department collects more than $1 billion in bonus and royalty revenues from coal mining
companies each year, a figure that has been steadily rising. In fiscal year 2012, bonuses and
royalties exceeded $2.4 billion, the highest amount recorded in the last decade. The program
also helps satisfy the Nation’s energy needs, as about 40 percent of the Nation’s coal comes
from public lands, and coal-burning power plants generate over a third of the Nation’s
electrical power. '

The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) reviewed the program’s goal of obtaining a fair
return for coal on public lands, and found weaknesses in the current lease sale process that
could put the Government at risk of not receiving the full, fair market value for the leases.

Three of the 13 recommendations from OIG call for BLM to work with the Office of
Valuation Services (OVS), as follows:

1. BLM should work with OVS when establishing fair market value (FMV) policies and
methods, and when identifying FMV for coal leases,

2. BLM and OVS should take action to fully account for export potential in developing
coal FMVs,

9. BL.M should work with OVS in preparing the FMV appraisals for lease modifications,
This should include establishing recordkeeping standards.

This MOU outlines the process that BLM and OVS will follow in addressing these

. recommendations. It is an expectation of this MOU that the process, as nltimately developed,

will address the working relationship between OVS and BLM for both coal and mineral
materials, which is the subject of a separate on-going OIG cvaluation. The BLM and OVS
agree to update this MOU once BLM receives a final report for the mineral materials
evaluation,
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1v.

Purpose and Objectives

BLM and OVS will establish a program for the effective completion and review of FMV
estimates for coal through the following steps:

¢ BLM and OVS will establish a joint working group to:

o Establish a consistent protocol for how a minimum acceptable FMV will be
calculated, taking into account industry and external standards, for coal leasing;

o Develop a standardized protocol for external review by OVS of BLM’s
determination of the minimum acceptable FMYV for coal leasing;

o Update guides and training materials for determining the minimum acceptable
FMV;

o Establish the procedures for valuations to support coal leasing activities, clearly
specifying the roles of BLM Field, State and Washington Office staff and OVS
staff’ and

¢ Undertake an evaluation of the impact of export potential on coal leasing FMV
determinations.

o Note: The team shall be authorized to involve other BLM and/or OVS staff in this
evaluation of export potential as necessary and appropriate.

Duration/Performance Period -

The work of the Joint project team shall commence no later than June 21, 2013, and the team
shall report progress to the Directors of the BLM and the OVS by September 1, 2013,

Roles and Responsibilities

OVS will name four staff to the project team, as follows:

Robert DavidofF, Chief, OVS Office of Minerals Evaluation.
Joe Cornellison, Mining Engineer

Wade Schroeder, Review Appraiser

Christine Sadler, Realty Specialist

BLM will name five staff to the project team, as follows:

Mitchell Leverette, Chief, Solid Minerals Division (WO)
Bill Lesage, Mining Engineer (WO)

Brenda Neuman, Mining Engineer (WY)

Jeff McKenzie, Mining Engineer (UT)

Kyle Free, Mining Engineer, (CO)



Schedule

The schedule of activities for this project team includes:

1. Naming of team members — prior to June 21, 2013
2. Kick-off telephone conference — week of June 24, 2013
3. Project scoping and initial assignments — on-going, July-August
a. Overall protocol for establishing FMV estimates
b. Statement of Work Template
¢. FMV review template
d. Guidebook and training materials
e. Estimate of needs to support evaluation of export potential
4. Interim progress report — August 21, 2013

Additional Terms

1.

Funding information

Through this initial program development stage, BLM and OVS shall be responsible for
expenses incurred by project team members for the respective offices. Once the program
is ready for implementation, a policy decision will be required regarding funding of the
on-going program,

To evaluate the program prior to finalization, the team may recommend specific pilot
initiatives to validate coal leasing process improvements.

Amendments/Modifications. This MOU shall be effective on the date of the final
signature. It shall remain in effect until a final program is approved by the Directors of
the BLM and the OVS.

This MOU may be modified by formal written notice from cither party if there is joint
agreement between the signatories to this MOU., Any amendments to this MOU are
effective as of the date of the final signature.



VIII. Points of Contact

Rbe it Chief, OVS-Office (303) |
Valuation . of Minerals Robert_Davidoff@ios.doi.gov 969-
\ Davidoff . o
Services Evaluation 5937
Bureau of Mitchell Chief, Solid £202)
Land Leverctte Minerals Division- Mleveret@blm.gov 912~
Management BLM 7113

IX, Approvals

Codt ki,

( Michael Date
Assistan D ector

Minerals & Realty Management
Bureau of Land Management

dpﬁ(/f/f B%Mé/'zo/e

John W, Ross Date
Director

Office of Valuation Sewmes
Department of the Interior




Conversation Contents

FW: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)
Attachments:

122. FW: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)/1.1 GAO Coal
Leasing Draft for Agency Comment (code 361421).pdf

Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>

From: Nancy Thomas <nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov>
Sent: Wed Jul 24 2013 08:03:07 GMT-0600 (MDT)

Mitchell Leverette <mleveret@blm.gov>, Bill Radden-
To: Lesage <brlesage@blm.gov>,

lavanna_Stevenson@blm.gov, Jason Powell
<jlpowell@blm.gov>, Gregory Muehl <gmuehl@blm.gov>

FW: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment
(361421)

GAO Coal Leasing Draft for Agency Comment (code
361421).pdf

Subject:

Attachments:

Good Morning!

Attached is the GAO draft report on Coal Leasing with seven recommendations to BLM. Kindly
review and prepare a response to be signed by the Assistant Secretary of Land and Minerals.

In order to facilitate the departmental review and surnaming, kindly forward a copy of the

proposed draft response to me by August 13th, Kindly keep me in mind that this is a draft report
and therefore its distribution must be limited for review purposes only.

Thanks and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Thanks

Nancy



Nancy Thomas | DOI OIG/GAO Audit Liaison
US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)

1849 C Street NW | Washington, DC 20240 | Direct: 202.208.7954
nancy_thomas@ios.doi.gov | www.doi.gov

From: Heacock, Scott [mailto:HeacockS@gao.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2013 9:45 AM

To: nancy thomas@ios.doi.gov; Douglas Glenn@ios.doi.gov; Sharon | blake@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Erdmann, Elizabeth; Fennell, Anne-Marie

Subject: GAO Coal Leasing report for agency comment (361421)

July 24, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior

Dear Madam Secretary:

Enclosed is a copy of our proposed report entitled Coal Leasing: BLM Could Enhance Appraisal Process,
More Explicitly Consider Coal Exports, and Provide More Public Information (GAO-13-586). We are
providing this draft for your review and comment before the report is issued. Our work was done under
engagement code 361421.

We would like to obtain the department’s written or oral comments from you or your designated
representative by August 21, 2013. These comments will be reflected in the final report. We prefer written
comments and request that the written comments be provided electronically. However, we will accept
comments provided in hard copy, orally, or in an unsigned e-mail message. Please direct all comments and
any questions you may have concerning this draft to Elizabeth Erdmann, Assistant Director, at 202-512-

8113, or at ErdmannE@aqgao.gov.

This draft has not been fully reviewed within GAO, is subject to change, and must be safeguarded to
prevent its improper disclosure. Please do not show or release its contents for any purpose. All drafts
remain the property of GAO. Upon request, all electronic copies of drafts must be destroyed and any hard
copies of drafts must be returned. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely yours,



Anne-Marie Fennell

Director, Natural Resources and Environment

Enclosure





