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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: River Runners in Grand Canyon
1 message

Davis, Laura <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 1:09 PM
To: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Nikki Buffa
<Nicole_Buffa@who.eop.gov>

So as you know we did not keep GC open in 95-96 but anyway FYI. 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ceiba Adventures 
Date: Tuesday, October 1, 2013
Subject: River Runners in Grand Canyon
To: laura_davis@ios.doi.gov

Greetings Ms. Davis,
I am writing from Ceiba Adventures.  We are a private river trip outfitter serving primarily the Colorado River
through Grand Canyon.  I know things are busy today so I will keep this brief.  As I am sure you have heard from
other outfitters, this shutdown is going to hit us hard.  October is our busiest month and a shutdown of more than
a day or two could be devastating to us and our industry.

Aside form the financial blow concessionaires will take, there are the folks that will be denied their chance at
running the Grand Canyon.  This is an undertaking that takes months of planning, not to mention years of waiting
for a permit.  These are Americans from all over the country who are finally getting their opportunity to see one of
our nation's crown jewels, they have paid their permit fees, they have gotten two and a half weeks off of work, and
now they face being turned away by the Park Service.

During the 1995-1996 shutdown, Grand Canyon was kept open with the use of private and state funds.  We feel
know that if the Department of the Interior would get behind a plan like this, at the very least to allow river trips to
continue to launch, we can find the money.  Companies are set to lose hundreds  of thousands of dollars, if there
is a way to keep river trips launching, the companies will act in whatever way reasonably possible.

Furthermore, in terms of allowing river trips to launch, the cost would be minimal.  Emergency response teams
are still working, and the rangers at the launch, Lee's Ferry, are still on duty.  Once a trip has launched from
Lee's Ferry, they are largely on their own, requiring no other contact with Park service officials.

We have spoken with colleagues throughout the country and have confirmed that BLM and the Forest Service are
still allowing river trips to launch within their jurisdiction.  We in Grand Canyon, the pinnacle of American river
running, wish to have the same courtesy extended to us.

I appreciate your attention and any feedback from your office on this issue.  We will be working all day on this
issue and look forward to hearing from you.

Thank You,
Lee Soifer
Ceiba Adventures, Inc
www.ceibaadventures.com
ceiba@ceibaadventures.com
800-217-1060
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-- 

Laura Daniel Davis
Chief of Staff
US Department of the Interior
202-208-7351
Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov
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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

fyi
2 messages

Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 1:37 PM
To: laura davis <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov>, "Androff, Blake J"
<Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>

Grand Canyon chief: Only feds can reopen park

5 HOURS AGO  •  BY HOWARD FISCHER CAPITOL MEDIA SERVICES

PHOENIX — The superintendent of Grand Canyon National Park said Thursday it will not
reopen during the government shutdown, even if others come up with the operating cash.

Dave Uberuaga said the decision was made by the Department of Interior that running a
federal park is a “core operation that can only be funded by federal appropriations.” The
willingness of some state officials and private groups to finance day-to-day operations during
the stalemate in Washington, he said, is irrelevant.

“Until we have federal appropriations, the National Park Service is not opening any parks,” he
said.

Uberuaga said this isn’t something aimed only at the Grand Canyon, where there already have
been offers of financial assistance.

“It’s not the Statue of Liberty, it’s not Grand Canyon, it’s not the Washington Monument,” he told
Capitol Media Services.

Uberuaga acknowledged that the last time government came to a standstill in 1995, then-Gov.
Fife Symington negotiated a deal to provide $17,000 a day in state and private funds to the
Department of Interior to keep at least part of the park open. Donors got reimbursed following
the 21-day closure.

He said, though, things were different then.

“It was, I think, what I would call a negotiated agreement because of the individual pressure on
the park,” Uberuaga said.

That could be an understatement.

During an earlier closure that same year, Symington showed up in northern Arizona with
National Guard troops, Department of Public Safety officers and staffers from the state Parks
Department in tow.

“I marshaled the troops and basically said we’re going to open the canyon and I threatened
them to open the canyon,” he recalled on Thursday. “There was sort of a drama there.”
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While Symington withdrew his forces, it did result in Rob Arnberger, who was park
superintendent at the time, paving the way for higher-level talks between Symington and
officials at the Department of Interior.

That ultimately led to a written agreement to open the park to Mather Point, Grand Canyon
Village and the hotels and concessions. But visitors were not allowed to hike into the canyon or
float down the Colorado River.

“At that time it wasn’t a bad decision,” Uberuaga said Thursday. “But it was something that
we’re not going to have go on this time.”

The position makes moot the $25,000 pledge by Red Feather Properties, which runs a lodge
in nearby Tusayan, along with claims by some state legislators the state should pony up the
funds.

Current Gov. Jan Brewer earlier this week had shown no interest in the issue, saying the state
had higher priorities. Since that time, Brewer said her office had made two proposals to the
federal government but both had been “shot down.”

Uberuaga said the park normally gets between 16,000 and 18,000 day visitors at this time of
year, going up as high as 20,000 on weekends. “We’re getting into the peak of the hiking
season,” he said.

He said occupancy at the park’s approximately 1,000 hotel rooms tends to be full year round.

The last shutdown actually led several members of Congress to propose a measure authorizing
the Secretary of the Interior to accept donations of qualified state employee services during any
period of federal government shutdown. It got 254 votes, more than a majority — but not the
two-thirds necessary to push through any measure without going through the normal
procedures.

-- 

Kate Kelly

Director of Communications

Department of the Interior

(202) 208 2409 (o) / (202) 306 3888 (c)

kate_kelly @ios.doi.gov

Davis, Laura <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 4, 2013 at 1:41 PM
To: Peggy O'Dell <peggy_o'dell@nps.gov>, "Jarvis, Jon" <Jon_Jarvis@nps.gov>, Maureen Foster
<Maureen_Foster@nps.gov>
Cc: Kate Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Wanted you to see this ASAP.  Concerned about Dave on the record - as well as his appearing to agree that we
opened GC in '95.  Please let us know when you can chat.
[Quoted text hidden]
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Kelly, Katherine <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>

1995 Clips
1 message

Nicole Buffa <nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov> Mon, Oct 7, 2013 at 2:01 PM
To: Jonathan Jarvis <jon_jarvis@nps.gov>, Margaret O'Dell <peggy_o'dell@nps.gov>, Laura Davis
<Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>

I thought these might be helpful context. 

 

 

(2nd shutdown, began one minute after midnight on Saturday, December 16th)

 

Saturday 12/16/95

 

-          President says he will cover cost to light national Christmas tree.  http://news.google.com/newspapers?
id=ZSxEAAAAIBAJ&sjid=PbEMAAAAIBAJ&pg=2819,3239187&dq=parks+shutdown&hl=en

 

Sunday 12/17/95

 

- “The National Park Service closed some sites in Washington state on Saturday morning, part of the federal
government shutdown.  At Olympic National Park, all visitor centers, ranger stations and administrative offices
were closed along with Hurricane Ridge Road.  Some campgrounds and the Kalaloch Lodge remained open, the
Park Service said.  The Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park in Seattle’s Pioneer Square was shut down. 
“Just like last time, we’re closed,” park ranger Todd Haskell told KIRO-TV.  The partial shutdown came about
because President Clinton and Republicans in Congress have reached another impasse in federal budget talks.
While some essential services and employees remain on the job, many have been told to stay home.  “At this
time I think the only nonessential personnel right now are probably the politicians,” Haskell said. ”National Park
units which are easily closed by shutting a door or a gate are closed as of 9:30 a.m.,” the Park Service said.  No
one answered the telephone at any of the nine National Park sites in the state on Saturday, but only at Olympic
National Park did a recorded message mention the shutdown.”

 

-          “Annoyed tourists were turned away from the White House and locked out of the Washington
Monument’s parking lot Saturday after parts of the government shut down for the second time in five
weeks.  President Clinton was on the minds of some visitors as they rushed around Smithsonian
Institution exhibits shortly before museums closed prematurely about noon.  Tourists were free to
wander the halls of the Capitol, touch the walls of the Vietnam Memorial and climb the steps of the
Lincoln Memorial to read the Gettysburg Address – those and other similar sites don’t require
supervision by federal employees.  But the White House was closed . . . Some large parks
remained accessibly, but without the usual visitor’s services.  The Grand Canyon National Park in
Arizona remained open, thanks to $211,500 authorized by the state parks board.  In Baltimore, the
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historic fort that inspired Francis Scot Key… closed early Saturday afternoon. . . The Fort McHenry
National Monument opened two hours late Saturday morning while park rangers awaited word on whether
they would be able to operate for the weekend . .. That word came shortly before 2 pm.  All but two of the
park’s six workers were sent home.” http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=BUIlAAAAIBAJ&
sjid=M64FAAAAIBAJ&pg=2588,3500944&dq=lincoln-memorial&hl=en  

 

-          “’We arrived when they shut it down,’ she said at the Lincoln Memorial.”  http://news.google.com/
newspapers?id=ZixEAAAAIBAJ&sjid=PbEMAAAAIBAJ&pg=907,3417221&dq=memorial+shutdown&hl=en

 

-          State and private aid will keep the grand canyon open.  http://news.google.com/newspapers?
id=IhsOAAAAIBAJ&sjid=kn0DAAAAIBAJ&pg=6467,2357179&dq=parks+shutdown&hl=en

 

-          Crater Lake Center shut down.  Crater Lake National Park closed its visitor information center
Saturday as Oregon felt the impact of a second federal shutdown… National parks with doors or gates or
access points were closed Saturday morning, the Interior Department’s Holly Bunduck said.  Other
facilities had reduced services.  Campgrounds and concession businesses, however, remained open.
 http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=vEVWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=c-sDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6704,
4419940&dq=parks+shutdown&hl=en

 

-          Shutdown won’t ground Wright flight celebration.  “The anniversary of the first powered flight will go as
scheduled at the Wright Brothers National Memorial despite the federal government shutdown, a park
official said Saturday. . . . The budget impasse on Capitol Hill will not close the outer banks monument or
halt today’s celebration.  Washington’s Smithsonian Institution and Lincoln Memorial had locked their
doors by midday Saturday.  In North Carolina, the Blue Ridge Parkway and Great Smoky Mountains
remained quiet as employees were sent home.  A contingency plan had today’s celebration – expected to
include more than 1,000 people – scheduled for a nearby middle school…  The majority of National
Service Park [sic] employees are working the last few hours of their regular shifts today before
beginning their furloughs, said Russel Berry, park superintendent.  Any other costs associated with the
anniversary will be picked up by several organizations.  All 433 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway
remained open to traffic Saturday, but the attraction was in a partial-shutdown phase.  The park’s
Asheville headquarters sent two of their four employees home for the weekend.”  http://news.google.com/
newspapers?id=b6osAAAAIBAJ&sjid=EhUEAAAAIBAJ&pg=6552,556601&dq=wright+shutdown&hl=en

 

Monday, 12/18/95

 

-          “There was a steady parade of disappointed tourists at Battery Park yesterday afternoon as the latest
Federal Government shutdown closed access to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island here and to
hundreds of national parks around the country.  Despite the partial shutdown, hundreds of camera-carrying
visitors trooped along Battery Place to the Ellis Island ferry. . . . The spending authority lapsed after the
White House and Congress failed to agree on an overall budget. Because the shutdown began on a
weekend, tourists were the first affected.  http://www.nytimes.com/1995/12/18/us/brunt-of-federal-shutdown-
falls-on-the-tourists-again.html

 

Sunday, 12/24/1995
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-          Shutdown Cancels Yosemite Yule Fest.  “The government shutdown canceled dinner plans Friday for
1,650 people who had paid $185 each to dress in medieval attire and dine on prawns and peacock pies.  Five
Christmas feasts at the Ahwahnee Hotel in Yosemite National Park were scrapped because of stalled
budget talks in Washington that have closed more than 360 national parks and monuments. . . . The
National Museum of American History will reopen Tuesday despite the partial shutdown, after officials
shifted private trust fund money to pay some workers.  An agreement sealed Friday with the Interior
Department will allow part of Carlsbad Caverns National Park in New Mexico to reopen during the federal
Shutdown….”   http://news.google.com/newspapers?id=n55dAAAAIBAJ&sjid=4lwNAAAAIBAJ&pg=5314,
4730275&dq=parks+shutdown&hl=en

 

Friday, 12/29/95

 

-          “Thomas holds the federal contract to operate the horse-drawn sleigh ride at the National Elk
Refuge near Jackson Hole, Wyo. Instead of hauling 1,000 visitors a day across the snow to see the
wintering herds, he is home calling lenders to tell them he cannot pay his debts.  The government’s decision
to close national refuges and parks has cost him about $ 60,000, forced him to lay off 12 employees and
park his seven sleighs. “If they don’t get the refuge open by the first of the year, I don’t know what I can do,”
Thomas said yesterday.  The shutdown, shrugged off at the start by many Americans as Washington
political theater, now seems more serious.  It is reaching far beyond the 760,000 federal workers who likely
will get half-full paychecks next week. And beyond the tourists who have been grumbling about locked
museum doors on the Mall.  ... In Mariposa County, Calif., near Yosemite National Park, the county board of
supervisors has asked the governor to declare the county an economic disaster area. With the park closed
and tourists departing, the county is losing from $8,000 to $ 10,000 a day in tax revenue, the Interior
Department said.”   http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2011-03-03/politics/35207194_1_federal-employees-
federal-contract-nih

 

 

 

 

Nikki Buffa

Deputy Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of the Interior

202-219-3861

nicole_buffa@ios.doi.gov
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