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Vebruary 21,2012

Secretary ken Salazar
Depariment of the intenior
1240 C Street, NW.
Washington DO 20240

Dear Ken,
Fhope vou will consider speaking 1o the Senate Praver Breakiust sometimie i 20120 Ag
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.

partisan fabels and enjoy cur time together. I know evervone would love to see vou -
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the doors open at 8:00 an. but the first wave normally shows up at about 801
iry 1o begim the program prompthy at 8:30 aun, and end by 9100 am. Typically, the, %"ﬁ’:i]\ﬁ has
about fHteen minutes, und meoest ke o alk for about ten minutes and feave & Wiile Bme @ the end
Fer guestions ond discussion. We do pot expect a theological discourse, but semething move
personal abowt vour Hire, family, or faith joumey.

Please et me know which dats works best on your cm‘i \’(wu an ;;«ziw::ix'ﬁ call me aL 301
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Mark Pryor
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RERRESENTATIVE §. DENNIS HASTERT SENATOR BILL FRIST
oy Speaker. House of Repiescrititives Senate Majorily Leader
- :%‘EN@TQ!}EIARRY CRAIG REPRESENTATIVE STEVE BUYER

) irmen, Serate and House Veterans™ Affairs Committees

g SENATDR NORM COLEMAN SENATOR MARK PRYOR
> Presudents, Senate Prayer Breakfast
REPRESENTATIVE LINCOLN DAYIS REPRESENTATIVE TOM OSBORNE
Presidents. House Prayer Breakfast

REPRESENTATIVE BOB GOODLATTE

Request the honor of your presence at
THE 2005 CONGRESSIONAL FLAG & INDEPENDENCE DAYS CELEBRATION

Theme: "HOME OF THE BRAVE"
A Salute to America’s Soldiers and Veterans
Tuesday, June 28, 2005
2:00 ~ 3:30 p.m.
Concert Prelude 1:20 p.m.

Caucus Room — 345 Cannon House Building
€¥) independence Avenue and New Jersey Avenue, S.E., Washington, D.C.
o] Free Admission, RSVP 202-797-0700 or Fax 202-797-0771
Email: vanmmg@hotmail.com
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Eric Braeden {The Young and the Restless) and Mara Liasson {NPR and FOX News}, Hosts
With
Sopraro Brenda Tucker and Mezzo 5oprano oy Bishai Singing “Flower Duet” from “Lakme”
Soprano Charity Sunshine Singing “On This Day"; “God Biess Amerjca”
Soprano Sabrina Coleman Clark Singing "Home Sweet Home™
Tenor Aatonio Giuliano Singing “Bring Him Home™ from “Les Miserables™ “Funiculi Funicuia”
Baritone Joe Harrell Singing “Battle Hymn of the Republic™ and "The Veterans Hymn”
The Chorus Performing “O Fortuna™ from “Carmina Burana™ “God Who Gave Us Life”
The Orchestra Playing "American Salute” (When Johnny Comes Marching Home): "Intermezzo”
from “Cavalleria Rusticana”, and the Finale of Tchaikovskys “1812 Overture”
And
Adrian Cronauer {Good Morning Vietnam)
lames "Moby™ Carney. (Moby in the Morning)
Representatives of our Troops, Veterans and Families
The VA-National Medical Musical Group Chorale and Symphony Orchestra
Victor Wahby, MD. Founder and Director
WITH PATRIOTIC AND INSPIRATIONAL READINGS BY
MEMBERS OF THE U.S. SENATE AND HOUSF OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Rdear Mo Becretry and Mess Salasae

the §0us ?\f;n%: mi ?iirzwt! Bi‘a;f;sii%hsm' which will be held on Thursdsy, February 7\ 5-121 3oar T am @

Ynrteally, Members of Congress, the President of the Uniied Swaves, and other natonal eaders

S?”ii'ir‘ B

o our trast i Geod and ¥’£L§¥§?3U,’L‘ the recomncih ing power of raver Friends and

ek thronghour the United States and from more than 10 countnes come in the EpUr ot

fendship o ser aside defferences and seek o buld and strengthen relanonships duough our love
for God and care for one another, Although we face tremendows o qsﬂr_;}g!u cach day, ovr heants can :
be strengthened both mdrvidually and collectively as we seek God™s wisdon and guidance 1opgether. ;

Your prompt response s essential and greatly apprecmicd. We hope vouw will be able wiom us

b

Fow thas spegmd occasion.

sncerciy,

— f’jg. ¢ W%&R—-

Jeff Nessions Aark Pryoy
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AHisoricalhy the Jeadepsinp of our mation has tursed
to Almighity Ood for srength and guidance,
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MARK PRYOR

ARKANSAS

COMMITTEES:
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HOWELAND SECURTTY AND
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Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

255 DiRkSen SENATE DFSICE Builoms
WasHINGTON, DC 20510
1202} 224-2353

500 PRESIDENT CLINTON AVENUE
SutTe 401
UTTLE ROCK, AR 72201
{501} 324-6336
Toww FREE: {877} 258-8602

hiip:/ipryar.senate.qoy

June 11, 20609

ALHLES AND ADMINISTRATION

SELECT COHMITIEE ON ETHICS

Secretary Kenneth L. Salazar

United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

We miss you here in the Senate, but we are all very proud of you and the work you are
doing at the Department of the Internior. I know the department has many challenges, but you
have my confidence and my support,

Please accepl this letter as a formal invitation to visit Hot Springs National Park.

The hot springs of Arkansas have the distinction of becoming the first ever federal
rescrvation in 1832, That is four years before statehood. In the past, the city of Hot Springs and
the Park Service have enjoyed a healthy symbiotic relationship. This close partnership is
legendary and, in fact, the first national park director, Steven T. Mather, asked the city to change
its name to Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas back in 1918. 1 have always felt that Hot
Springs National Park and Hot Springs, Arkansas, had an exemplary relationship that was a
model of cooperation and harmony.

Given the federal government's 177 year history with Hot Springs, we would gladly
welcome you to visit one of the nation’s great national parks. | know that you have a very busy
schedule, but I might suggest something in the August time frame. In addition to the Hot
Springs National Park visit, 1 hope you will consider seeing other sites in our slate. 1will be glad
to work with your office on the details of the trip.

Cordially,

Mz (Qm/on—-

Mark L. Pryor

P.S. 1hope yoh will also cdﬁérdéf ws}mng thc Little Rock Central High School Museum and
Visitor Center. It focuses of 3 Wmlﬂg?ﬁgﬂ;fhapter in our nah@a Tsﬂ)g +l

SERIENEY



Congress of the Wnited States
Hashington, BC 20315

April 15, 2013

The Honorable Sally Jewell
Secretary

1.8, Department of the Intertor
1849 C Street, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Jewell,

We write in regard to Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) National Fish Hatchery Operations. We strongly support our nation’s mitigation fish
hatcheries and request that they be fully funded for FY 2013.

The U.S. FWS National Fish Hatchery Operations account has historically supported two
mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas — Greers Ferry and Norfork. According to the U.S. FWS,
these two hatcheries received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding in FY 2012 and
were responsible for a total local economic impact of approximately $166 million. Further, these
hatcheries support an estimated 2,000 jobs in rural Arkansas and generate approximately $5.8
million in federal tax revenues. We believe that a program costing the federal government an
estimated $1.5 million annually and resulting in an estimated $166 million in economic output
annually should serve as a model for other federal programs.

Public Law 113-6 requires the Department of Interior and many other Federal agencies to submit
a spending, expenditure, or operating pian for FY 2013. Within those plans, we request that the
U.S. FWS ensure that there is sufficient funding to provide for the continued operation of the
mitigation fish hatcheries.

Congress addressed mitigation fish hatchery funding in FY 2012 through H.Rept.112-331, which
accompanies P.L. 112-74. This report states that “future budger requests must ensure that
Federal partners have committed to make sufticient funding available to reimburse the Service
before the Service proposes to eliminate funding for mitigation hatcheries so that operations at
these hatcheries are not disrupted.” We request that the FY 2013 spending, expenditure, and
operating plan reflect the intent of Congress on this issue.

PRINTED OM HEOYILED pRBEg



Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. We look forward to your response. Please
do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide additional infoermation.

Sincerely,

Mo < Yojan—

E John Boozman

Senator Mark Pryor

Congressman Rick Crawford



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WIHLDLIFE SERVICE
Washington. D.C. 20240

MAY - 2 2013

The Honorable Joha Boozman
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Decar Senator Boozman:

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senator Mark
Pryor and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S, Fish and Wildlife
Service's (Service} Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Sccretary Jewell
requested that the Service respond directly to you.

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforts
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
funds could be redirected 1o recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The
President's FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President's FY 2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach.

in the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation fo reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain
reimbursement as well. We’re pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service’s FY2013 operating plan,

The Service supports production of {ish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these {ish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aquatic species conscrvation priorities.

If you have any questions please contact me directiy or have your statf contact
Mr. Jeffrey LUinderwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317,

DIRECTOR



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Washingion, D.C, 20240

MAY -2 2013

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Scnator Pryor:

Thank you for your leiter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senator John
Boozman and Congressman Rick Crawford, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's (Service) Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future
operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell
requested that the Service respond directly to you.

The Service shares your views about the economic and recreational benefits provided by the
production af fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified efforts
to ohtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
tunds could be redirected (o recovery and restoration of native specics and their habitats. The
President’s FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
agencies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would atlow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President's FY2013 and FY2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach.

In the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agreement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain
reimbursement as well. We’re pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service’s FY2013 operating plan.

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies shouid reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is fundinp the highest aquatic species conservation priorities.

if you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Wasihingion, 1.0, 20240

MAY -2 2013

The Honorable Rick Crawford
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative Crawford:

Thank you for your letter of April 15, 2013, to Interior Secretary Jewell, co-signed by Senators Mark
Pryor and John Boozman, expressing concerns with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service)
Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget and operating plan and its impact on the future operations of Greers
Ferry and Norfork National Fish Hatcheries in Arkansas. Secretary Jewell requested that the Service
respond directly to yvou.

‘The Service shares your views about the cconomic and recreational benefits provided by the
production of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. in the past decade, the Service intensified efforts
to obtain reimbursement for mitigation fish production so the National Fish Hatchery System base
funds could be redirected to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats. The
President’s FY2012 budget proposed that mitigation fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal
ageneies that operate the projects for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of user-pay
approach would allow federal water development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of
their projects. The President's FY 2013 and Y 2014 budgets propose the same user-pay approach,

in the FY2013 continuing resolution, funds have been provided for the Army Corps of
Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The
Service has signed an agrecment with the Tennessee Valley Authority to obtain
reimbursement as well. We're pleased to respond that mitigation fish production at the
Arkansas hatcheries is funded through the combination of reimbursement funding and the
Service's FY2013 operating plan.

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the
Service believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight
budget times, the Service is funding the highest aguatic species conservation priorities.

If you have any questions please contact me directly or have your staff contact
Mr. Jeffrey Underwood, the Service’s Acting Assistant Director for Fish and Aquatic Conservation
at (202) 208-5317.

DIRECTOR



Congpress of the United Siates
HWashington, BE 20515

November 15, 2012
The Honorable Ken Salazar The Honorable Daniel M. Ashe
Secretary Director
U.S. Department of the Interior U.8. Fish and Wiidlife Service
1849 C Street, NW 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20240 Arlington, VA 22203

Dear Secretary Salazar and Director Ashe:

We have been made aware of a recent decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) to view “ratoon,” or second growth, crops that have been rolled as baited fields, We are
concerned that this interpretation will unfairly penalize Arkansas farmers and sporismen simply
because the farmers have followed standard agricultural practices. As you can imagine, this will
have a detrimental impact on Arkansas’s economy, We respectfully request that you review this
decision and ask for leniency in its enforcement for the reasons stated below.

As is cominon and long-established agriculfural practice, Arkansas farmers roll the
remaining stubble after harvesting their rice to return nutrients to the soil. This practice is
recognized as “normal” agricultural practice and, in fact, recommended by the University of
Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service. Further, the FWS website directs those with questions
on what farming practices are considered “normal” to contact their respective state’s Cooperative
Extension Service office. To that end, until fast week, a farmer would have been misinformed by
the Arkansas Cooperative Exicnsion Service about rolling stubble,

Ratoon crops are rare in Arkansas, occurring when unusual weather conditions allow for
regeneration of the crop without any further action by the farmer. While each of the past two
years have allowed some ratoon cropping in Arkansas, it is much more common for Arkansas
farmers to raise only one crop of rice or corn per year. Many Arkanseas farmers and duck hunters
have already rolled and flooded their rice fields, and we do not want o see them penalized
because of an administrative decision concerning ratoon crops that regenerated without any
action by the farmer,

Arkansas 1s proud to be the home of one of the inost important migratory waterfowl
wintering areas along the Mississippi Flyway. Additionally, waterfowl hunting contributes
almost $100 million annually to Arkansas’s economy.

As you are aware, Arkansas’s watcrfow! season opens on Saturday, November 17, 20172,
While there arg efforts underway to inform farmers and sportsmen of FWS’s intespretation of the
regulations concerning ratoon crops, we are concerned that many will be caught off guard and
subject to penalties for simply following customary agricultural and hunting practices.

PRUNTED ON REQYCLED PAPER



‘The Honorabie Ken Salazar
The Hororable Daniel M. Ashe
Page 2 of 2

November 15, 2012

We arc happy to work with FWS to clarify the laws and regulations concerning ratoon
crops and baiting. However, given that Arkansas’s waterfow] season opens in under a week, we
request that you review FWS's interpretation of the regulations and provide leniency to Arkansas
farmers and sportsman to prevent an unfair and unnecessary disruption of the state’s waterfowl
season, which would significantly affect the state’s economy.

We appreciate your consideration and attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,

Maoe Poyen— Mo Rorman

Mark Pryor \Ji \J
United States Senator nited States Senator

/Qy[ M 'n SA
Rick Crawford = Tim Griftin f
Member of Congrest Member of Congregf #

Coees S

Steve Womack \
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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The tlonorable Mark Prvor
Lhnted States Senate
Washingron, LY 20510

Drear Senator Pryor

Thank vou for your fetter of November 13, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar, concerning
waterfow! hunting over second-growth orops that have been rolled. The Secretary has asked that the ULS,
Fish and Wildhife Service o respond divectly to vou

The Service understands the difficulty farmers face in the situation vou have described. While we
certainly consider the circumstances under which potential viclations of conservation laws occur, the
Service must also enforee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately, and uniformiy, according o
accepied rules of law. The Service's positton in this matfer is consislont with previous application of these
regulations i other parts of the country,

Uinder 16 ULS.CT0#bBY DY, it 35 untawful to take migratory game birds by the ald of baling, or on or over
a baited arca, wiere a person knows or reasonably should knosw that the area is baited. Nothing protubits
wking waterfow! over unharvested standing croplands, flooded standing croplands or croplands where
seeds or graing have been scattered solely as the result of a normal agricuitural planting, harvesiing, post-
harvest manipulation or pommal soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing thas statute, 8
normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
Barvesting undertaken {or the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after such harvest
and vemoval of grain, that s conducted in accordance with official recommendations of Stare Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Serviee of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,

While hunting may cccur over a fiekd which has been harvested or manipulaied. hunting may not ocewr
over 4 ratoon crop that is established and producing grains, unless the grain is removed or harvested. The
University of Arkangas Cooperative Extepsion Service’s website offers a link 1o a brochure entitied
“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley,” which refers © ratooning
an page 13 and states, “You cannot manipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas, because this is baiting.”

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect to waterfowd
hunting i the State. Our position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our position on all
paiting tssues, Only through fair and un:form enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Department effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
magratory birds for Aumericans 1o enjoy today and in the future,

1 vou would ke 1o discuss this natter further please do not hesitate to contact me at {2023 2084717

\. Sincerely, .5
DI YNE WIS

DIRECTOR
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The Honorable Mike Ross
Hlouse of Representatives
Washingron, T 26513

Presr Represenative Ross,

Thank vou for your letter of November 15, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar, concerning
waterivw ] hunting over second-growth crops that have beeu rolled. The Secretary has asked that the 1.5,
Pish and Wiidiife Service o respond directly 1o you.

The Serviee unaerstands the difficulty farmers face in the situation you have deseribed. While we
certainly consider the circumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur. the
Service must also enforee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and unifonnly, according o
aucepled rules of law. The Service™s position in this matter is consistent with previous application of these
reguiniions in other parts of the country,

Under 16 V5.0, 704(b) 1 1. s uplawful 1o take migratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or on or over
a batted area, where a person knows or reasonabiy should know that the area is baited. Nothing prohibits
tuking waterfow! over unbarvested standing croplands, flooded standing croplands or croplands where
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the resuit of a normal agricubtural planting, harvesting, post-
harvest manipulation or nonual soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statute, 2
aumal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after such harvest
and removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

While hunting may occeur over a fickd which has been harvested or manipulated, hunting may not ocour
over a ratoon crop that is established and producing grains, unless the grain is removed or harvested. The
tiniversity of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service’s website offers a tink to a brochure eantled
“Water{owl Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley,” which refers o ratooning
on page 13 and states, “You cannot manipulate ratoon erops in hunted arcas, because this is baiting ™

Unfornateiy, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect 1o waterfow]
hunting in the State. Our position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our position on all
baiting issues, Only through fair and uniform enforcement of migratory game bird huniing regulations
can the Department effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds for Americans 1o enjov today and in the future.

Hvou would fike to discuss this matter {urther please do not hesitate to contact me at (2023 2084717,

Sincerely,

DIRECTOR
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Tie Honorable Steve Womack
House of Representatives
Wishingion, DU 20515

Drear Representative Womaek,

Thank you for vour letter of November 13, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar, concerning
watertow! hunting over second-growth crops that have been rotled. The Secretary has asked that the U S,
Fish and Wildlife Service 1o respond directly to you.

The Service understands the difficuity farmers face in the situation vou have deseribed. While we
certainly consider the circumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oecur, the
service must also enforce Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately, and uniformiy, according to
accepred rules of law, The Service’s position in this matter is consistent with previous application of these
regulations i other parts of the country.

Under 16 LS.C, 704(0% 1), it is unkiwiul to fake migratory gane birds by the aid of baiting, or on or over
@ bisited aren, where a person knows or reasonably should know that the area is baited. Nothing prohibits
taking waterfow! over unharvested standing croplands, flooded standing croplands ov croplands where
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, harvesting. post-
harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statute, a
normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation atter such harvest
and removal of grain, that is conducied in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Spevialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

While hunting may occnr over a field which has been harvested or manipulated, hunting may not occur
aver a rateon crop that is esmmblished and producing grawns. unless the grain is removed or harvested, The
Lintversity of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service's website offers a link 1o a brochure entitled
“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley,” which refers to ratooning
an page 3 and states, Y ou cannot manipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas, because this is baiting.”

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respeet to waterfowt
lrting in the State, OQur position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our position on ali
baiting issues, Only through faic and uniform enforeement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Department effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migratary birds for Americans to enjoy today and in the future.

i vou work! Like to discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me at (202 2084717,

Sincerely,

DIRECTOR
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United States Department of the Interior |

FISHAND WH IMIFE SERVICE

Washingion, 1000 20040

The Honorable Tim Griffin
House of Representatives
Washingron, 12 208153

Diear Represenative Oriffine

Phank you for your letter of November 15, 2012, to Secretary of the Interior Salazar, concerning
waterfow! hunting over second-growth crops that bave been rolied. The Secretary has asked that the ULS,
Fish and Wildlite Service to respond directly to vou.

The Service understands the difficulty farmers face in the situation vou have described. While we
certalfy consider the clreumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur, the
Service must also enforce Federal balting reguiations fairly. accurately, and uniformiy. according to
aceepied rules of faw, The Service’s position in this matter is consistent with previous application of these
regubations in other parts of the country,

Under 1o ULS.C704bB) 1), it is undawful to take migratory game birds by the aid of baiting, or on or over
# baned ares, where a person knoews or reasonably should know that the area is baited. Nothing prohibits
taking waterfow! over unbarvested standing croplands, flooded standing croplands or croplands where
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-
harvest manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this siatute, a
normal agriculurat planiing, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as & planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation afier such harvest
and removal of grain, that is vonducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the U8, Depantment of Agriculivre.

While hunting may ceour over a field which has been haevesied or manipujated, hunting may not occur
over & ratoon erop that is established and producing grains, unless the gram is removed or harvested. The
University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service’s website ofters a link w0 a brochure entitled
“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valev,” which refers to ratooning
on page 13 and states, “You cannot manipulafe ratoon crops in hunted areas, because this is baiting”

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with eespeet o watertow!
bumting in the State. Our position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our pesitton on all
halting issues. Only through faic and untform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Department effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds Tor Americans w enjoy today and in the future.

t

I vou would Hike to discuss this matfer further please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 208-4°

g
{IE

Sincerely,

PIRECTOR
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The Honorable Rick Crawiord
Howse of Representatives
Washingron, DU 20515

Pesr Representative Crawford:

Thank vou for vour letrer of November 15, 2012, 1o Seerefary of the Interior Salazar, concernmg
waterfow! hunting over second-growth crops that have been rolfed. The Secretary has asked that the U8
Fish and Wildlite Bervice to respond directly to you,

The Service understands the difficulty farmers face in the siuation vou have deseribed. While we
cerainly eonsider the circumsiances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur. the
‘msm, must also enforee Federal baiting reguiaisons fairly, accurately, and uniformly, according 1o

ceepted rudes of law, The Service’s position in this matter is consistent with previous application of these
a;uia;ia‘zzzx in other parts of the couatry.

Pingder 16 UL 7040011 1t s unlawful to take migratory game birds by the aid of baiting. or on or over

a baiied area. whme a person knows or reasonably should know that the area s baited, Nothing prohibas
king waterfow! over unharvested standing eroplands, flooded standing croplands or croplands where
seeds or grains have been scatiered solelv as the result of a normal agriculiural planting, harvesting, post-
harvest marmipulation or normal soil stabilization practice. [n the regulations implementing this statute, 2
normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as @ planting or
harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation after such harves
and removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations of Siate Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the 1S, Departiment of Agricuiture.

While hunting may occur over a field whicl has been harvesied or manipulated, hunting may not ocowr
DVEr 4 ratoon ¢rop thad is established and producing grains, unless the grain is removed or harvested. The
University of Arkansas Cooperative Extenston Service’s website offers o Hok to a brochure entitded

“Waterfow] Habitat Mansgement Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley,” which refiers o ratooning
on page 13 and states, “You cannot manipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas. because this is baiting.”

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect 1o waterfow!
hunting in the State. Qur position on this issue, however, must be consistent with cur position on all
bafting issues, Only through fair and aniform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Department effectively suppont both the sport of waterfowl hunting and the conservation of
migratary birds for Americans to enjoy today and in the future.

I vou would ke w discuss thig matter further please do not hesitate to contact me at (202} 208-8717

x

Stncerely,

_,J;;MQ A

DIRECTOR




The Honorable John Boozman
Lintted States Sepate i ;
Washington, DC 20510 ]

Vieay Sesator Booyman;

Thank vou for vour letter of November 15, 2012, 1o Secretary of the Interier Salazar, concerning
waterfow! hunting over second-growth craps that have been rofled. The Secretary has ssked that the U8
Fish and Wildlife Service 1 respond directly to vou,

The Service understands the difficulty fanmers face in the situation you have described. While we
certainly consider the circumstances under which potential violations of conservation laws oceur, the
Service must also enforee Federal baiting regulations fairly, accurately. and uniformly, according to
aviepied rules of liw, The Service's position s matter is consistent with previous application of these
regulations in other parts of the country.

Under 16 U.S.C704(b3 1), it is unlawful to take migratory game birds by the aid of bating, or on or over
& baited area, where a person keows or reasonably should know that the area is baited. Nothing probibits
taking waterfow! over unharvested standing croplands, flooded standing croplands or eroplands where
seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the result of @ normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-
harvest maniputation or normal soil stabilization practice. In the regulations implementing this statute, &
pormal sgricuttaral planting. harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation is defined as a planting or
harvestimg undertaken for the purpese of producing or gathering a crop, or manipulation afier such harvest
and removal of grain, that is conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the ULS. Department of Agriculiure.

Whilte hunling may occur over a field which has been harvested or manipulated, hunting may not oeeur

over @ vatoon orop that is established and producing prains, unless the grain is removed or harvested, The

University of Arkansas Cooperative Exiension Service™s wehsite offers a link 1o a brochure entitied

“Waterfow! Habitat Management Handbook for the Lower Mississippi Valley.” which refers to ratooning ‘,
on page 13 and states, “You cannol manipulate ratoon crops in hunted areas, because this is baiting.” z

Unfortunately, possible misinformation has created problems and concerns with respect to waterfow!
hunting in the State, Our position on this issue, however, must be consistent with our position on ail
batting issues. Cnly through fair and uniform enforcement of migratory game bird hunting regulations
can the Depariment effectively support both the sport of waterfow! hunting and the conservation of
migratory birds for Americans t© enjoy today and m the future,

[ you would like to discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 2084717,

Sincerely,

YA I

[HRECTOR




United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Washington, D.C. 20240
htrp:/Awww. blm.gov

AUG 2 3 2012

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your August 3, 2012, letter regarding the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
Wild Horse and Burre Advisory Board (Board). 1 appreciate your support for appointing
Fred Woehl, Jr., to the Board. His nomination, along with others for this Board, is proceeding
through the selection process.

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act established this Board of citizens who represent
various interests, including wild horse and burro advocacy groups. research institutions,
veterinarians, natural resource organizations, humane advocacy groups, wildlife associations,
livestock organizations, and members of the public with a special knowledge of equine behavior.
The Board is solety advisory, and the BLM greatly values the contributions of its members.

Thank you for your interest in the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory Board.

incerely,

Mike Pool
Acting Director



MARK PRYOR

Nmted States Senate

WASHINGTON, DOC 76510

' Aupust 3, 2012

I'he Honorable Ken Salazar

Pepartment of the Interior

1840  Street, NW

Washington DC 20240 -
~o
o>

~

Dear Secretary Salazar. i
nonresponsive

P wiite te vou teday 1o recommiend Mr to serve on the nattonal \\ ;]d

Horse and Burro Advisory Board { Advisory Boeard). Enclosed is a copy of nonrespons|ve

omination teter and resume.

. nonresponsive! . . : g .
W h - . TR S P R . S - | L Ly ) .
Whth N -*.:3\ I ana d;::‘.‘.‘: G eNpenonce, Fbalicwe UG wound aad o ERITRIRAt L

perspective o the work of the Advisory Board. and 1 am happy 10 recommoend hime 1 Fnay

provide any further information, please do not hesitate (o contact mie. Thank vou {or vour tiny

and consideration
Sincerely

Mark Pryor

Pnciosures (20

(¢ Sharon Kipping, Wild Horse and Burre Program. Burcau of Land Management

5



Ms. Sharon Kipping

Wild Horse and Burro Program

Department of Interior/BLM

1849 C Street, N.W. Room 2134 LM, WO-260
Washington, B.C. 202040

Dear Ms. Kipping,

Please accept this as a nomination letter for the Wild Horse and
Burrc Advisory Board.

Name:
Address:

nonresponsive

Email:
Phone :

Enclosed is my educational background, relevant biographical
information, references and endorsements.

There are two categories I am highly qualified to fill: Public

interest {with special knowledge of wild horses and burros) and
Livestock Management.

I believe I am unique qualified to serve on the Bureau of Land
Management's Wild Horse and Burro National Advisory Board.



The controversial issues involved requires someone who has

experience in working with groups and individuals with polar opposite
opinions and finding the middie ground,

nonresponsive




and other venues. I fully understand the problems facing BLM and
the mustangs. I have completed compliance reviews, handled
problem cases and represented BLM at events. I have trained and
owned horses for a lifetime and have worked with or have had
contact with the groups concerned with the welfare of horses. My
knowledge, skills and experiences will enable me to work with these
groups in a positive manner.

Thank you for your consideration.
nonresponsive




nonresponsive




nonresponsive




nonresponsive




nonresponswe
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i Lnited States Senate -

WASHINGTON, DO 20518
Um0 S0t T

February 21, 2012

Seeretary Ken Salazar
Diepariment of the Interior
P49 C Streer, NUW.
Washingion DC 20240
Pear Ken,

I hope vou will consider speaking to the Senate Prayer Breakiast sometime in 2012, As
you know, this group has been meeting for over sixty vears, and it is a time when we drop thetf
partisan fabels and enyjov our time together. I know evervone would love to see vou

3010

Phis vear, Jeff Sessions and 1 lead the group, and | am responsible for lining up our

presenters on the following dates:
March 14"
March 28"

April 2587
May 16"
June 6% o s
N =2
June 207 5
July 11 = 0
c i - 3Ty
July 25 f 3
"t want o iry o 5o w M
’ - B
- :l?-I

his gets us only through the August recess, but | don™t wanl to iry to schedule that iaa;r ou

Phe doors open at 8:00 am.. but the first wave normally shows up at about 8 f‘\ A W
o . - ad
try 1 begin the program promptly at 8:30 anm. and end by 9:00 am. Typically. thé:speakes has

i beg ATy PG 3
hout fifleen minutes, and most Bke 1o talk for about ten minutes and Ieave a Hitle time at the end
do not expect a theological discourse, but something more

for questions and discussion.
nersonal about vour hife, family, or faith journey.

Please let me know which date works best on vour end. You can alwavs call me a1 501
er. i : scheduler.

7864488 or emall me at MLPrvor@pryor.senate.gov, or if vou'd prefer, email my schedul

96
flecea Bradley, at Beeen Bradleyipryor.senate, oy

Sincerely

Mark Prvor



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

February 02, 2012

TO: DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERIOR

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION REQUESTED: DIRECT REPLY W/ICOPY
REFERRAL COMMENTS:

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
D 1071980
MEDHA: LETTER

DOCUMENT DATE: December 15, 2011

TS PRESIDENT OBAMA
FROM: THE HONCRABLE MARK PRYOR
UNITED STATES SENATE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR THE ULE,

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE
OPERATION OF MITIGATION FISH HATCHERIES

COMMENTS:

FROBPT ACTION 13 ESSENTIAL - IF REQUWIRED ACTION HAS NOT GEEN TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEPT,
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE UNDERSIGNED AT (202} 456-2590.

RETURM ORIGIHAL CORRESFONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE (OR DRAFT} 1O DOCUMENT TRACKING UNIT.
ROOM 858, OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT - THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500
FaX A COPY OF REPONSE TO 1202) 456.-58681



THE WHITE HOUSE
DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND
TRACKING WORKSHEET !
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DATE RECEIVED: December 19, 2071 CASE 1D 1071880

RERE SoR R

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE MARK PRYOR

SUBJECT: REQUESTS THAT THE PRESIDENT FY13 BUDGET PROPUSAL FOR THE U8, FiSH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE CONTAIN ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR THE OPERATICN OF MITIGATION

FISH HATCHERIES
~ DISPOSITION
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: e 7 U FTC
Ainited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, TC 20510

December 15, 2011

President Barack Obama

The White House

1640 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, .C. 20500

Bear Mr. President,

We write in regard to the importance of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) National Fish
Hatchery Operations. We request that your Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 budget proposal for the U8,
FWS contain adequate funding for the operation of mitigation fish hatcheries. This eritical
program is an economic engine that is important to the State of Arkansas and to the nation.

The U8, Fish and Wildlife Service™s National Fish Haichery Operations account has historicallv
supported two mitigation hatcheries in Arkansas - Greers Ferry and Norfork. These two
hatchenes receive approximately $1.6 million in annual federal funding. With $1.6 milhon in
federal support, these hatcheries are responsible for creating an estimated $150 million annually
in economic output. The Adkansas hatcheries employ 14 LS. FWS experts, support as many as
1.75G jobs in rural Arkansas, and according to Arkansas’s Department of Parks and Tourism,
generate approximately 33.5 million in federal tax revenues.

We understand the current budgetary constraints faeing our nation, and we are aware of the many
wugh decisions that must be made to put our fiscal house in order. While these decisions are
made. it 15 important 1o remember the cconomic nmpact budget cuts have on rural communitics.

We believe that a program costing the federal government an estimated $1.6 million annually
and resulting in $150 million in total economic output should serve as a model for other federal
programs. Funding for mitigation fish hatichenes should not be jeopwdized by proposing
chmination of the program in the Administration’s FY 2013 U.S. FWS budget or by proposing 1o
{fumd the batcheries through the activities of multiple federal agencies. The US, FWS mitigation
hatcheries are 115, FWS facilities and employ ULS, FWS employees, The US. FWS shouid
budget appropriately 1o keep these hatcheries operating.



{hank you for your time and aliention to this matter. We look forward to your response, Please
do not hesitate to contact us or our staffs if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely,

Masac < Yoyan M”‘ Rorman_

sepator Mark Pryor enator John Boozin

(¢: The Honorable Ken Salazar, Seceretary of the Interior; The Honorabie Dan Ashe, Director,
Urited States Fish and Wildlife Service: The Honorable Jo Ellen Darcy, Assistant Secretary of
Civit Works, Department of the Army
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United States Department of the Interior

PISH AND WHDLIFE SERVICE

Washington, D40 26240

in Reply Refer To
FWSAFHCFARC-DTS 050670

The Honorable John Boozman
United Sudes Senate
Washington, DC 20310

DIear Senator Boozman,

‘Thank you for vour lefter of December 15, 2811, to President Barack Obama, co-signed by Senator Mark
Prvor, expressing concerns with the ULS, Fish and Wildlife Service's {Service) Fiseal Year (FY) 2013
budget proposal and its impact on the future operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish
Hatcheries in Arkansas, The Whitehouse referred vour letter to the Department of the Interior Secretary
Salazar who requested that the Service respond directly W vou and we apologize for the delay.

The Service shares your views about the econemic and recreational benefits provided by the production
of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. [n the past decade, the Service intensified efforts to obtain
reunbursement for fish mitigation production so the National Fish Hatchery Systent base funds could be
redireeted to recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats, The President’s FYY 2042
budget propesed that mitigetion fish hatcheries be funded by the Federal agencies that operate the projects
tor which the mitigation is occurring. This tyvpe of fee-for-service system would allow federal water
development agencies 10 mitigate for the adverse effects of their projects. The President’s FY 2013
budget proposes the seme fee-for-service system.

{n the 2013 President’s Budget, funds have been set aside for the Acmy Corps of Enginvers and the
Burcau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The Service is working with the
Fennessee Valley Authority to obtain retrebursement as well,

The Service supports production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the Service
believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish. In these tight budget times. the
Serviee is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities.

Sincerely,

sy P Ll

.

Deputy  DIRECTOR
WAV



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIF

Washingion, [ 20

SERVICH
el

Is Repby Refer To
PWSAPHO-FARC- DTS 930670

{he Honorabie Mark Prvor
LUintted States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Prvor,

Thank you for vour letter of December 15, 2011, to President Barack Obama, co-signed by Senator John
Boozman, expressing concerns with the LLS, Fish and Wildlife Service™s {Serviee) Fiscal Year (FY} 2013
budget proposal and its impact on the future operations of Greers Ferry and Norfork National Fish
Hatcheries in Arkansas. The Whitehouse referred vour letfer to the Department of the Interior Secretan
Salarar whao requested that the Service respond directly fo yvou and we apologize for the delay.

‘FThe Service shares your views about the economic and recreationat benefits provided by the production
of fish at these mitigation hatcheries. In the past decade, the Service intensified effons to abtain
retmbursement Tor fish mitigation production so the National Fish Hatchery Svstem base funds could be
reditected o recovery and restoration of native species and their habitats, The President’s FY 2042
budget proposed that mitigation fish haicheries be funded by the Federal agencies that operate the projects
for which the mitigation is occurring. This type of fee-for-service system would aflow federal water
development agencies to mitigate for the adverse effects of their projects. The President’s FY 2013
hudpet proposes the same fee-for-service system.

In the 2013 President’s Budget, funds hiave been set aside for the Army Corps of Engineers and the
Bureau of Reclamation to reimburse the Service for these costs. The Service is working with the
Tennessee Vailey Anthority to obtain reitnbursernent as well.

The Service supparts production of fish for these important recreational fisheries. However, the Service
believes responsible agencies should reimburse for the cost of these fish, In these tight budget times, the
Service is funding the highest aquatic species conservation priorities,

Sincerely,




Congress of the Enited States
THashington, BE 70310

May 12, 2011
The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton The Honorable Kenneth L. Salazar
Secretary of State Secretary of the Interior —
U.3. Department of State U.S. Department of the Interior =
2201 C Street NW 1849 C Street, N.W. =
Washington, DC 20520 Washington, DC 20240 S

Dear Secretaries Clinton and Salazar:

We are writing to foliow-up on the October 6, 2009 letter to Assistant Secretaries.
Kurt Campbeil (DOS/EAP) and Anthony M. Babauta (DOI/OLA} in which several of us
requested assistance in developing policy options to manage the growing cost of providing
healthcare to migrants o the U.S. from the Freely Associated States of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau (the
“FAS™). These costs, as well as other social service costs, are a consequence of the policy
established under the Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-236), and
continued under the Compact of Free Association Amendments Act of 2003, (“CFAAA™
(P.L. 108-188) which provide FAS citizens with the privilege of being admitted into the
United States “io lawfully engage in occupations, and establish residence as a
nonimmigrant.”™

The earlier letter stated the belief that the policy of allowing FAS citizens to enter
the U.S. for work, study, and residence is sound. However, recent trends indicate that the
current implementation of that policy is unsustainable. FAS migrant’s increasing reliance
on social services in the United States, and the costs associated with that reliance, is greater
than was anticipated when the Compact was negotiated twenty five vears ago, and it well
exceeds the $30 million provided under the CFAAA 1o defray these costs.

After consideration of possible options available, we believe ihat a portion of
Compact sector grant assistance should be utilized to mitigate the costs associated with
Compact migration. During the bilateral meetings 1o be held this summer, we ask that the
United States Government formally express the concerns of the U.S. regarding compact
impact costs, and request formal adoption of the policies outlined below.

First, we believe it is important for potential FAS emigrants and those residing in
the U.S. to understand that the privilege of entering the U.S. as a nonimmigrant is
primarily intended to provide cducational and employment opportunities, sc that FAS
citizens can return home with skills and experience that will permit them to contribute to

08210g



the development of their nations. Or, for those who remain in the 1.S., that they will obtain
steady employment and not become overly reliant on U.S, social programs. Specifically,
we request that a portion of Compact Education Sector grant funding be used to fund a
program to educate FAS citizens on the intent of the open migration policy and the
expectations of those who enter the U.S. under the Compact.

Second, it appears that the single greatest compact impact cost is for services to
those who need long-term medical treatment for conditions such as diabetes. Accordingly,
we request that a portion of the Infrastructure Sector and Health Sector grant funding be
comimitted to the establishrnent and operation of dialysis treatment facilities in the FSM
and the RMI so that patients will not need to seek treatment in the US.

Third, we believe that consideration needs to be given to reducing the number of
migrants who are likely to become a public charge. Accordingly, we request that the
bilateral meetings consider screening measures that could be implemented by the FAS
governments to reduce the rate of migration of persons who are likely to develop an over-
reliance on social services. ‘

Finally, we ask that you report to Congress by October 1, 2011 on the oculcome of
the bilateral talks including the decisions made regarding the policies outlined above. It is
in the interest of all parties that the increasing costs of Compact migration be effectively
managed before they become a source of serious friction in relations.

We expect that these policies will be agreed to during the upcoming bilateral
meetings and that all parties will remain committed 1o the spirit of cooperation that has
ensured the success of the Compacts for twenty-five years.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely,

e eikrrn

{ isa Murkowski effPfibgaman
[1.S. Senator 118, Senator

5
Daniel Akaka Daniel Inou

U.8. Senator 115, Senato



Mazle Hirono
Member of Congress

L

Colleen Handgpusa
Member of Congress

£ The Honorable Lorin Robert
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Federated States of Micronesia

The Honorable Iohn Sitk
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Repubhic of the Marshall Islands,

| U.S. Senator

Mark Pryor
.S, Senator

L



United States Department of the Interior

QFFICE OF INSULAR AFFAIRS
1849 C Sireet, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Assistant Secrelary

The Honorable Daniel Inouye
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Inouye:

[ appreciate the opportunity to report on the U.S. Departiment of the Interior’s efforts to address
vour concerns related to the cost of providing health care and social services 10 migrants trom the
Freely Associated States (FAS) of the Republic of the Marshall islands (RMI). Federated States
of Micronesia (F&M), and Republic of Palau. Since receiving your May 12, 2011, Secretary of
the Interior Ken Salazar and [, have worked to engage stakeholders including the executive
leadership of the affected jurisdictions, members of Congress, oflicials from the Freely
Associated States, and federal agencies.

Attention within the Department on the Compact migration issue has been enhanced. Along
with an assembled team of my senior staff, I have initiated interagency and bilateral efforts to
develop short-to-long-term proposals that will strengthen relationships and enhance cooperation
under the Amended Compacts of Free Association with the RMI and FSM (P.L. 108-188) and
Compact of Free Association with Patau, The Department has dedicated significant hours and
funding to enable Office of Insular Affairs (OIA) stalT to travel to the FSM and affected
jurisdictions of Guam and Hawaii. Further, deliberate action has been taken to assemble the
appropriatc staff and officials with the neccssary cxpertise and knowledge to identify and discuss
considerations and complexities that may impact policy options. On multiple occasions, the
Department was informed that these meetings ofien served as the first formal occurrence for
offictals from affected jurisdictions, the FAS, and federal agencies to meet.

Prior to detailing initiatives that the Department has comipleted and will plan to undertake in light
of the May 12, 2011 letter, I am providing updates on meetings that focused on ways to better
address health, education, and screening measures for citizens of the Freely Associated States.

In addition to the meetings listed below, OIA conducted a number of interagency mectings that
involved the Department of Defense (DoD), Department ol Health and Human Services (HHS),
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and Department of State {State).

*  OnJune 10, 2011, my senior stafl and | hosted a meeting with officials from the FAS that
included I'SM Ambassador Yosiwo George, RMI Charge d’ Aftaires Charles Paul, and
Republic of Palau Ambassador Hersey Kyota, as well as staff from the U.S. Congress and
colleagues from the Department of State. At this mecting Congressional staff were able
to directly raise their concerns with FAS officials and acquire an understanding of the
challenges confronting each stakeholder. This initial dialogue acknowledged the



historical relationship between the United States and Freely Associated States and
commitment to work together on these issues of mutual interest.

On June 14, 2011, Sccretary Salazar and I met with Senator Daniel Inouye and Lt.
Governor Brian Schatz from the State of Hawaii to discuss the impact of FAS migrants
residing in Hawaii. A follow-up meeting was held the next day with myself and my
senior staff, Lt. Governor Schatz, and Scnator Inouye’s staff. Recognizing the costs
incurred by the State of Hawaii, it was suggested that health and education Compact
sector grants be diveried for the purpose of reimbursing Hawaii. 1 clarified that the intent
of the sector grants are to support health, education, infrastructure, environment, private
scctor, and capacity building programs and services in the FSM and RMI. Given the
annual reductions in U.S. sector grant assistance, pursuant to the respective Compact
agreements with the U.S., these governments are confronted and challenged to do more
with lcss. Any additional reduction or diversion of sector grants away from their original
purpose would significantly tmpact the level and type of public services and the quality
of life in the FSM and RMI. Further, it was recognized that even if the entire education
or health scctor grants were diverted, it still would not meet the stated costs.

On July 7, 2011, the OIA co-hosted with our State Departiment colleagues an interagency
meceting that brought together representatives from the DoD), DHS, HHS, and Departiment
of Education to discuss the recommendations raised by members of Congress. 1t was
clear at that meeting that these agencies have been looking at how to best address the
Compact impact issue with their respective authorities and programs.

On July 15, 2011, the OIA Director met with FSM and RMI Embassy officials to discuss
the fact that multiple federal agencies were engaged on the Compact migration issue, and
the actions the FAS leadership could take to focus on addressing health and education
issues that would demonstrate a commitment to work collaboratively toward solutions.
There was shared recognition that having reliable data and statistics associated with FAS
health and cducation needs were critical to inform policy decistons.

On July 18, 2011, the OIA Director hosted a meeting with RMI Forcign Affairs Minister
John Silk who reported that Compact Impact had been added to the Micronesian Chiefs
Executives’ Summit (MCES) agenda for discussion by the three FAS Presidents and the
Governors of Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. Minister
Silk confirmed three dialysis units had becn donated and that the RMI government would
consider an assessment to identify equipment, operations, and staff needs. Beyond
equipment requirements, capacity and financial sustainability were also discussed as
significant challenges to address. Minister Silk reiterated the RMI Government’s
communication with its citizens that they do have responsibilitics and should be good
guests while residing in the United States.

On July 26, 2011 and July 29, 2011, the OIA’s Director and Senior Policy Advisor
traveled to Honolulu, 1Mawaii, and Guam, respectively, to meet with Congressional and
exccutive lcadership as well as representatives from the State and territorial Departments
of Health, Human Services, and Education of these affected jurisdictions. There was
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agrcement that while the governments of Guam and Hawaii report annually on the impact
of the Compacts of Free Association, the collection and analysis of accurate data better
informs policy decisions. While in Hawaii, OIA met with the FSM and RMI Honolulu
Consulates to discuss their current involvement with their communities and how the
Consulates may better facilitate or assist in addressing the health, education, and
employment needs of their migrant populations.

On July 27-28, 2011, OIA’s Chief Counsel and Budget Director traveled to Pohnpei,
FSM, to meel with the three FAS Presidents underscored the importance of addressing
the Compact migration issuc and the nced lor FAS governments to engage their
communitics domestically and abroad. These OIA representatives were also able to
address the MCES teadership and other officials in attendances.

On August 24, 2011, I met with the three FAS Foreign Affairs Ministers to emphasize the
necd for FAS leadership to enhance relations with the United States in the affected
jurisdictions and with Congress and take meaningful action related to health and
education. [n addition to the establishment of an FSM Compact Impact Task Force
chaired by FSM Vice President Alik Alik, the FAS Ministers reported that at the July
MCLS each was appointed 0 an FAS Compact Impact Task Force. While the FAS
Consulates in Honolulu do meet with their citizens, it was acknowledged that more
targeted outreach and coordination with State and federal officials, agencies. and non-
governmental organizations could be pursued.

On August 30, 2011, T convened a bilateral mecting with Hawaii's Governor Neil
Abercrombie, Lt. Governor Brian Schatz, staff of the Hawati Congressional delegation,
and the FSM and RMI Forcign Affairs Ministers and their Honolulu Consulates, This
was the first opportunity for the Governor to address senior FAS officials, share his
commitment to work with their leadership, and request their leadership to reduce the
burdens associated with Compact migration. The Governor acknowledged that the
federal responsibility to address the issue extends beyond just the Department, though he
vajued the Department’s Jeadership to bring the stakcholders together working hand-in-
hand to develop mutual solutions, The FAS officials acknowledged the bilateral nature
of their relationship with the United States and called for policies to be developed jointly
and in compliance with the Compact agreements.

August 31-September 2, 2011, the Departments of the Interior, State, and Health and
Human Services convened the annual Joint Economic Management Committee (JEMCO,
FSM) and Joint Eeonomic Management and Financial Accountability Committee
(JEMFAC, RMI) meetings held in Honolulu, Hawail. Resolutions were adopied during
the bilateral JEMCO and JEMFAC meetings focused on reducing personnel costs within
the health and education sectors, establishing a comprehensive review of educational
priorities, and allocating $1.9 miilion for the renovation of the Pohnpei State, FSM,
Hospital project. These resolutions support the Compaet sector grants being utilized
more efficiently and targeted for their intended purpose.
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*  On September 9, 2011, 1 and OIA stafl met with the professional staff from the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Committee to report on on-going and planned efforts to
promote effective use of Compact funds and strengthen coordination and support of
existing programs and services.

»  On September 15, 2011, | provided a bricfing to Secretary Salazar on the Department’s
efforts to address the compact migration issueand the interagency work being done with
HHS, DHS, State, and DoD. While the Department does manage the Compact scctor
grants and Compact Impact grants, we must recognize the contributions that other federal
agencies can make. As such, Sceretary Salazar plans to engage with DoD at the principal
level to better understand what agency assets and resources can be targeted to addressing
necds in the FAS and affected jurisdictions.

This brie! summary is intended only to highlight the productive mectings that have been held on
this issue. But I would also like to discuss other initiatives that the Department is pursuing. | am
pleased to announce that the Department will be establishing an OlA Compact Impact Initiative,
which will focus on bolstering our bilateral relationships and communication opportunities,
while ensuring there is an annual forum to discuss issues of concern, make recommendations,
and implement agreed upon policies. This initiative is comprised of the following components:

1} FAS Senior Official Visits to Guam and Hawaii—O1A will seek to facilitate travel by FAS
Presidents to the affected jurisdictions to enhance rclationships and coordination among
territorial or state, federal, and FAS leadership and comniunities. This provides opportunities
for coordinated messaging and information distribution [rom FAS and U.S. senior ofTicials to
FAS migrant communitics. This forum will also facilitate discussion of important issues
with all stakeholders, while exploring additional opportunities to partner and leverage
resources. At my request, an October visit by FSM President Emanuel Mori to meet with the
FSM community in Guam and other appropriate officials and stakeholders took place. The
gathering by more than 200 FSM citizens was the first of its kind to have the participation of
an FAS community, its President, federal, and elected local leadership from an affected
jurisdiction. In addition to discussing the privileges and responsibilities of the Compact
Agreement, a significant portion of the forum was dedicated to respond to questions from
those in attendance.

2} Annual Compact Impact Meeting—OIA will also initiate a bilateral FAS and US officials
meeting in March 2012, This Compact Impact meeting will coincide with the regularly
scheduled mid-year JEMCO/JEMFAC meetings where relevant officials and staff will gather
to focus on RMI and FSM Compact grant sector budgets. This bilateral meeting will provide
a dedicated, annual forum where stakeholders can raise concerns, discuss solutions, and take
mutual action on priority items. Further, this meeting willinstitutionalizes a bilateral forum
dedicated to gathering pertincnt information and moving policy decisions forward. The first
meeting is expected to focus on establishing a shared set of objectives, benchmarks to
measure progress, and proposals that may be implemented.
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3) Establishment of Compact Impact OIA pesition—OIA will seek to review and evaluate
the ability, within existing resources, lo develop a dedicated OIA staffer to lcad the QOIA
Compact Impact Initiative. Given the unique history and complexity of this issuc a dedicated
staffcer with specialized cxpertise can help facilitate interactions between the stakeholders
such as the Department, Congress, and the governments of the affected jurisdictions, as well
as the local and national lcadership of the FAS govemments.

4) Interagency Efforts—-OIA is working with a nurmber of federal agencics headquartered in
Washington, DC, and the appropriate regional burcaus to use existing authority under the
Compacts of Free Association, as Amended, and relcvant federal statute(s).

In light of the limited tunds available to meet the needs of FAS migranis and the affected
jurisdictions, we reiterate our concern that diverting Compact seclor grants away from the FSM
and RMI will likely exacerbate the situation we are attempting to address with sector grant funds.
I remain committed to working to avoid policies that could negatively impact conditions in the
FAS and affected jurisdictions.

In addition 10 the Department’s OlA Compact Impact Initiative, we are also addressing 1ssucs
regarding education, development of health facilities, and possible screening of FAS migrants.

Education: Whether in pursuit of education or employment opportunities it is important that
FAS migranis currently in the United States, and those sceking to emigrate as a U.S,
nonimmigrant, acquire a better understanding of privileges, expectations, and responsibilities of
the Compact of Free Association prior to entering the United States. The Department has
supported and funded cfforts by the FAS governments to provide educational materials to orient
their citizens, prior to departing their country, about the chatlenges and responsibilitics
associated with residing in the United States. OIA will continue to review proposals submitted
by the FSM and RM! that may further respond such educational needs.

In 2010, with an $85,130 OIA technical assistance grant the RMI Government launched an
orientation program consisting of a video and brochure that informs Marshallese migrants about
their rights and responsibilities while living and working in the United States. OIA is presently

- reviewing a technical assistance funding proposal from the RMI to produce a radio-friendly
format to expand distribution of orientation messaging among urban and outer islands, where
radio is the main means of media distribution. OlA expeets that upon Fiscal Year 2012 funding
becoming available, this proposal may be given favorable consideration. The FSM is currently
updating and translating cxisting orientation materials that are shared with their citizens to beiter
prepare them for life in the United States.

During August, OlA awarded the FSM Government a $60,363 technical assistant grant to
conduct a Household [ncome and Expenditure Survey (FHIELS) that will provide data on the
distribution of income, compile its national accounts, provide nutritional information and foed
consumption patterns for families, and conduct a poverty hardship assessment. The survey,
administercd once every five years, is carried out by the FSM's Office of Statistics, Budget and
Ceonomic Management, Overseas Development Assistance and Compact Management. The
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2010 HEIS coincided with the 2010 Census and was consequently delayed by a year. The
expected completion of the survey is December 2011,

" Medical Facilities: Pursuant to P.L. 108-188, annual Compact health scctor grants are awarded
to the FSM and RMI “... 10 support and improve the delivery of preventive, curative and
environmental care, and develop the human and material resources necessary for the
Government [of the Federated Staies of Micronesia and Republic of the Marshall Islands] 1o
perform these services.” Since reduced reliance on expensive tertiary medical referrals is among
the Compact’s top tier goai for the health scctor, performance requires the strengthening of
primary and secondary prevention. Further, for health sector grants the respective Compact
Subsidiary Agreements for the FSM and RMI state, “Priority should be given o establishing
sustainable funding mechanisms for operating a community-based system with emphasis on
prevention, primary carc, mental health, substance abuse prevention, and the operation of
hospitals to provide secondary care at appropriate levels and reduce reliance on medical referrals
abroad.” As such, Compact health sector grants are devoted to health activities focused on
primary care and prevention. Diverting this funding could lead to incrcased health care costs not
only for the FAS, but for the affected jurisdictions.

While RMI has received three donated dialysis units and the FSM has received two donated
dialysis units, to date those units are not operational. In Pohnpei, FSM it is our understanding
that while there is no nephrologist on hand to oversec potential complications and no reverse
osmosis purificd water to mix the dialyzing reagents that two of three dialysis units are currently
operating.

OIA has enpaged in discussions with HHS, health officials from Hawaii and Guam, and FSM
and RMI leadership about the establishment of dialysis facilities. In recognition of the
substantial cost involved with establishing, operating, and maintaining dialysis facilities during
these meetings it was acknowledged that challenges such as water quality, power reliability,
limited presence of specialized inedical professionals, and comprehensive projections for needs
of existing and future patients were factors that would impact the stze and cost of each facility.
In order to inform decisions, OIA is in the process of contracting a feasibility and cost
assessment for constructing dialysis facilities and nccessary operation, resource, and staff
reguirements to support such facilities in the FSM and RML

Screening Measures: The FSM and RMI have been working with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to address issucs associated with monitoring and controiling
communicable diseases. OLA has been a partner in improving these conditions and in 2010 |
signed a $1,456,932 grant under the Compact health sector o combat the outbreak of Multiple
Drug Resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) in the RMI. In 2008, similar assistance in the amount
of $1,947,600 was provided to the FSM when an outbreak of MDR-TB occurred in the FSM
State of Chuuk.

[ have discussed the necd for FAS leadership to bolster efforts to combat communicable discase
among their citizens and their governments establishing health screcning. Developing and
implementing such screening demonstrates proactive and preventative approaches that help FAS
citizens receive medical attention they need and limit the spread of communicable diseascs.
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Discussions by the Department with CDC and DHS, as well as FAS officials, continue to focus
on addressing issues related to the screening scope, protocol, and cost of implementation.

The Departiment continues to explore other policy opiions that may directly or indirectly address
health, education, and other needs of FAS migrants and priorities of the affecied jurisdictions. A
fundanental component of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of compact resources,
including Compact scetor grants and Compact impact grants is securing a better understanding of
the needs of citizens in the FAS and the programs and services they access domestically and
abroad.

While affected jurisdiction agencies and their burcaus collect data and contribute to annual
Compact impact reperts, all recognize that data gaps exist, including data describing
demographics of populations and the type of state and tederally funded services that are
accessed, which could dentify community needs not only in the alfected jurisdictions, but also in
the FSM and RMI. With such information Compact resources can be better aligned with
addressing priority necds. The Department is committed to reviewing and making necessary
changes to improve Compact impact reporting guidelines.

A unified and collaborative approach between the United States and the Freely Associated States
will be needed to develop meaningful policies for implementation. | am encouraged that the
FAS Presidents during the July Micronesian Chiefs Executives’ Summit established a Compact
Impact Task Force and appointed the RMI Minister of Foreign Affairs John Silk; FSM Secrctary
of Foreign Affairs Lorin Robert; and Palau Minister of State Victor Yano to lead the Task Force.
The Task Force benefits from the experience of each FAS government and fosters opportunities
to share and adopt strategies and ultimately implement appropriate policies.

{in addition to FSM and RMI Consulates in Washington, DC, Hawaii, and Guam, the RM!
established an Arkansas Consulate. In December 2009, T was joined hy RMI Ambassador Banny
deBrum and RMI Consul General Carmen Chong-Gum to meet with U.S. Senator John
Boozman (then a U.S. Representative from Arkansas’s Third District) and the Marshallese
community leaders in Springdale, as well as staff from the St. Francis Community Clinic and
State Department of Heaith in Little Rock, RMI officials coordinated these visits that helped
nurture necessary discussion and interactions around the needs of the migrant Marshallese
commuiity.

As the United States Government strives to implement policies that alicviate the burden
confronting affected jurisdictions, FAS leadership and cooperation are vital to address the needs
of FAS citizens at home and abroad. While the Department will continue to be at the forefront
of addressing the impacts associated with the Amended Compacts of Free Association, the
expertise and exercise of authority by other federal agencies will be needed. I look forward to
continuing to work with you to develop meaningful strategies to address this pressing issue.
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Similar responses are being sent to the cosigners ol your letter, Senators Jeff Bingaman, Lisa
Murkowski, Danicl Akaka, Mark Pryor, and John Boozman, as well as Congresswomen Mazie
Hirono, Colleen Hanabusa, and Madeleine Bordallo.

CC: The Honorable L.orin Robert
Secretary of Foreign Affairs
Federated States of Micronesia

The Honorable John Silk
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Republic of the Marshall islands
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U8, Department of the Interior
1849 U Street, NJW,
Washingten, DC 20240

Prear Secretary Salazar,

As you know, every penny the government spends is being serutinized for potential
savings as we seek to reduce our bloated budget and budget deficii. We can begin by
elimimating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

in a report relcased last week, the Government Accountability Oifice provided Congress
with 81 areas of potential savings as a result of duphicative programs. As a member of
the Senate Appropriations Committee and Senate Homeland Securnity and Governmental
Affairs Commattee, | amn prepared to turn many of their findings into cost-savings.
{ would appreciate hearing from you whether vou agree with the report’s findings
concerning the Department of Inferior and the actions your ageney has or plans (o take in
the short- and long-term as a result of the report to achieve cost-savings. If you are aware
of duplicative or usnecessary programs within yvour agency that the GAO did not cite.
piease include a plan of action to eliminate those programs as well,

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Cioverament Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Kevenue, addressed the following
regarding the Department:

¢ Frapmented federal efforts to meet water needs in the U.S-Mexico border region
have resuled in an administrative burden, redundant activities, and an overall
nefficient use of resources.

e Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for identifving potential overtap and
duplication.

+ Consohdating Federal data centers provides opportunily o improve government
efficivncy.

o Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrate frapmented interagency
eftorts 1o defend against biological threats.



¢ Further steps needed to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
transportation-disadvantaged persons.

»  Ensuring the Federal government receives faic market value for its oil and gas
resources could enhance Federal revenues

s Apencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

! would appreciate a response no later than March 21, 2011, If you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.
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Mark Pryor
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

MAY 27 201

The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washmgton, DU 20510

Plear Semator Prvors

This responds w your March 8, 2011, letter regarding the Government Accoundability Office (GAO)
report Upportunities (o Reduce Potential Duplication in Government Programs. Save Tax Dollars and
Erhance Revenne. 1 regrel we were not able to meet your request 1o respond by March 21 We did nos
receive vour reguest until March 23,

i share your interest in reducing the costs of government and dentitving arcas of savings. The
Department of the Interior continues o be aggressive in identifving improvement and cificiencies 1o
make programs work better and redirecting funding to mission critical needs,

Fhave reviewed the GAQ report and can share the following responses relative 1o vour speciiic
GUCSHGNS:

i, VPederal Biforts to Meet Water Needs in the Border Region: | agree that we can improve the
coordination of efforts among Federal programs that deliver water and wastewater svstems to
rural areas. The GAOQ™s recommendation to improve the largeting of resources in the border
region 15 to conduct a comprehensive needs assessment. 11 is umportant 1o undersiand that the
programs and projects funded by the Bureau of Reclamation {Reclamation) are specifically
authorized by Congress and existing authority does not allow the completion of a comprehensive
needs assessment of rural water in the border region. Reclamation does have authority to
provide limited cost-shared assistance to communities through competitive funding opportunities
under its Rural Water, WaterSMART Basin Studies, and Titde XVI Water Recyehing and Reuose
programs. I is a significant benefit to all agencies - Federal, state. and toca! - that our
Fiscal Year 2012 budget for the ULS. Geological Survey (USGS) includes $10.9 mallion 1o
conunence comprehensive water supply and demand inventories that will provide baseline
mformation needed by public and private water managers 10 work toward sustainable water
supplies. This would begin an effort 10 estimate freshwater supplies, how they are distributed,
andd how they are changing over time. The USGS has targeted the Colorado River Basin. an area
encompassing significant border regions. as one of the three basing where this assessment will be
conducted with FY 2012 funding. An assessment of the avatlability and use of water resources
in the United States was jast completed over 30 vears ago n 1978, We are hopetul that Congress
will support this program that will go a long way tpward helping to priontize rural water needs.

Fnterprise Architecture: Just as GAQ recommends, the Depariment 1s using its award-winning
eriterprise architecture to guide the modemization of information technology infrastructure. The
Department s underway with an Information Technology Transformation eftort that will



feverage systems and investments from across the Department's diverse and geographically

dispersed bureaus and offices inorder to fmprove imcgration with business services and create
an environment that better supports mission arcas and program delivery,

ad

Consobidatng Federal Data Cemers: Consistent with GAO’s reconmendations we are
cunsoludating data centers throughout the Department as part of our Information Technology
{ranstormation Inttiative. We are working collaboratively with the Office of Management and
Budget {OMB) on its Data Center Consolidation Initiative to reduce hardware. sofiware, rental
space. and ether costs related 1o data center operations.

4. Suategie Oversight Mechanisms: The Department has clear roles in defending against biolopical
threats, meluding mamntaming awareness, surveitiance, and detection. Working through our
coordinating mechanisms fed by the Departiment of Homeland Security {DHS), we are able 1o
support these eftons with the expertise of the USGS. The USGS provides technieal information
and support to the DHS on newly coerging diseases, collaborates with the Federal Burean of
fnvestigation (FBI 1o investigate wildlile disease outbreaks, works with the Depaniment of
Health and Human Services (HHSY and US. Depariment of Agricubture (USDA)Y on the
detection of highly pathogenic avian wfluenza m wild birds, and provides expertise to Federat
agencies on the role of wildlife and the environment i disease events. As the expert in wildhife
health the USGS serves as the leader in this area.

5. Transportetion-Disadvantaged Persons:  The majority of the Department’s proprams relating 10
transportation ave funded through the Department of Transponation (10T} and we have
stgnificantby expanded our effonts 1o coordinate with DOT and our sister agencies. wcluding the
USDIA Forest Service, to improve coordination of programs and services. bn addition, our
internal roads and transportation programs are conducted i a manner that leverages the DO
programs. Our recent involvement with OMB, DOT, and USDA has been to ensure coordination
and collaborative approaches 1o transponation programs funded in upcoming transporiation
auwthorization legislation.

6. Vair Market Value for O and Gas: The Department is taking steps to encourage diligent
development of off and gas fcases. ensure a fair returm, and cnsure that oil and gas produced are
measured accurately.

To respond to GADYs specific recommuendations we are taking the lollowing acuons:

e GAQ Recommendation: Congress may need to take action to authorize or encourage inlenior o
revise its rental fee structure for non-producing leases.
o To encourage diligent development of Federal oil and gas leases. both onshore and offshore.
the Department included a 34 per acre annual fee on non-producing, onshore Federal oil and
pas leases w the I'Y 2011 and FY 2012 budpets, which would become effective upon
Congressional action. Additionally, in 2009, the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
Regulation and Enforcement {BOEMRE) began charging cscalating rental rates for offshore
leases extended bevond the initial term and shortened the length of the primary term for
offshore ot and gas leases i 2010,



¢ UGAO Recommendanon; intenor should complete its study examining how other oil and gas

resource onwners sclect fiscal parvmeters for leasing and adjusting oil and gas rovalty rates and

use that information to adjust, as appropriate. it5 royalty rates to a level that ensures the

goverunent a far retumn. In doing so it should ensure opportunities for substaniive. two-wav

communication with program stakeholders.

oo An 2000, BOEMRE and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) inttiated an cconomic study
to compare the Federal Government's share of profus from Federal oif and gas leasing with
700 fiscal svstems around the world. The report will include a composite index, including an
madex of revenue risk. The final report is scheduled 1o be completed in the sunmmer of 2011

«  GAD Recommendation: Interior should implement GAO™s recommendations from prioy reports
addressing a variety of oil and gas measurement factors.

o BLM s in the process of revising Onshore Ol and Gas Orders 3.4, and 3. These Orders
establish requirernents for storage. site security and measurement of produced o1l and natural
gas. Onshore Qrders 3-5 are scheduled 1o be tssued in drafi this sununer. These Orders will
help BLM 10 ensure a fair teturn for onshore oil and gas through production verification and
accountability and are scheduled 1o be completed in FY 2012

o BLM s also developing Onshore Order 9, which will imir the amount of vented and flared
natural gas pernitted to be relfeased withowt incurning royvalty oblipations. However, the
Crder will be unable to prevent the release of all tugitive natural gas from ol and natural gas
operation facilites. This new Order iy scheduled w be completed in IY 2012,

v o fortify ats inspection and production accountability processes, BOEMRE has ssued
mspection goals 1o ensure the accuracy of reported volumes of o1 and gas produced from
offshore Federal resources. The BOEMRI: 1ssued policy on September 13, 2010, addressing
stte-security inspections of measurement locations and the witnessing of rovalty meter
provings and/or calibrations. The BOEMRE policy requires more frequent mspections {or
“higher nsk”™ measurement focations,

Unneeded Federal Real Property Disposal: One of the key missions of the Diepartmaent as 10 serve
as the custedian of a vast collection of national treasures and properties including the
Washington Monument, Liberty Bell, and Statue of Liberty. The Depantment manages a
colection of 159400 constructed assets that is second only 1o the Depariment of Defense. Char
effors o manage these assets are challenged by ownership of lands and facilines that are
geopraphically dispersed and visited extensively by the public. Our facilities management
programs put a premium on the identification of assets that are not necded i order to focus our
construction and matntenance budgets on highest priority needs and to reduce operating costs. in
our 2009 report from the Federat Real Property Profile we identitied 1,920 assets that are excess
and are in the disposal process. O those, 317 have already been disposed.

Sincergly.
\‘{u\ S QZ@"‘D;’JL

ke Salazar

I hope this s informative 1o your questions.
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March 8, 2011

The Honomabie Ken Salazar

Secretary
U.S. Department of (he Interior
1849 C Sirect, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Satuznr,

As you know, every penny the govemment spends is being scrutinized for potential
savings as we seek 10 reduce our bloated budget and budget deficit, We can begin by
climinating inefficient, duplicative or outdated programs.

n 2 report released last week, the Government Accountability Office provided Congress
wilh 81 arcas of poiential savings as a resuit of duplicative programs. As 2 member of
the Senate Appropriations Commitice and Senste Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, | am prepared to turn many of their hindings inlo cost-savings.

{ would appreciate hearing from you whether you agree with the repont’s findings
concermung the Department of Interior and the actions your agency has or pians 1o take in
the shon- and long-term as a result of the report 1o achieve cost-savings. If vou are aware
of duplicative or unnecessary programs within your agency that the GAO did nat cite,
please include a plan of action to eliminate those programs as well.

For your reference, the report, Opportunities to Reduce Potential Duplication in
Government Programs, Save Tax Dollars and Enhance Revenue, addeessed the following
regarding the Depantment:

L]

Frapmemed federal efforts to meet water needs in the U.S.-Mexico border region
have resulied in an adminisirative burden, redundant activides, and an averall
inefTicient use of resources.

Enterprise Architectures: Key mechanisms for idenlifving potential overlap and
duplication.

Consolidating Federal data centers provides opportunily lo improve povemment
efficiency.

Strategic oversight mechanisms could help integrale fragmenicd inicragency
ciTorts 1o defend against biological threats,



»  Further steps neaded to improve cost-effectiveness and enhance services for
uansporstion-disadvantaged persons,

* Ensuning the Federal government receives fair market value for its oif and gas
resources couid enhance Federal revenues

*  Agencies could realize cost savings by disposal of unneeded Federal real
property.

! would apprecinte a response no later than March 21, 201 1. I you have any questions,
please contact Andrew Grobmyer at 202-224-2353.

Sincerciy,

NW_,. %jﬁﬂ--

Mark Pryor
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December 21, 2010

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write (o express my concermn rcgarding the Asian Carp Prevention and Control Acl, which you
signed into faw (P.L. 111-307) on December 14, 2010. While I understand the rationale for
inplementing this law, I fear that it will cause significant economic harm to many aquaculture
farms and small businesses in Arkansas. In addition, I worry that the law could even lead 1o
greater environmental harm to the Mississippi River and Great Lakes region without mechanisms
to ensure the proper disposal of the bighead carp currently sitting in aguaculture ponds in
Arkansas. Mississippi and Alabama.

The new law adds bighead carp as an injurious speeies under the Lacey Act, therefore
prohibiting the shipment of these live fish across stale lines. This law will negatively impact
scveral aquaculture farms in Arkansas by eliminating markets for these fish in locations outside
Arkansas. Until the Asian Carp Prevention Act was enacted, these fish were legally sold 1o live
fish markets in other states as a food product. Becausc this new law would prohibit
transportation of thesc species 10 these markets, economic harm 1o bighead carp growers 1s
certain. The only uncertainty resulting from the law is how these aquaculture farmers will
dispose of these fish now that they are lar less markctable under the new law. This uncertainty
could lead to an unintended environmental danger without an attractive system to properly
dispose of these fish.

As you may know, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service declined to list the bighead carp
as an injurious species several years ago because of the large negative cconomic impact
anticipated from such action. However, with this law Congress circumvented the normal
injurious species listing process, which requires an ¢cconomic impact study. The enactment of
the Asian Carp Prevention Act is particularly damaging because private fish farmers that were
raising bighead carp were not given adequatc warning that they were about to lose the ability to
sell their product to certain markets.



Today these farmers are faced with the difficult decision of draining the ponds that currently
contain bighead carp, now of little value, so that they may begin another crop cycle with a
different fish species. This process could icad to the potential release of large numbers of
cultured bighead carp into the Mississippi River drainage, which could cause the environmental
harm that I referred to in my first paragraph. Obvicusly, we need to work with these farmers to
prevent such releases from happening.

For these reasons, 1 ask that you determine if there are existing authoritics at the Department of
Interior, the Department of Agriculture, or any other federal agency to assist atfected aquaculture
farmers in properly disposing of these fish and providing compensation for the economic losses
resulting from the law. Given the immediate nature of the new law, 1 ask that you take equally
expedient action in determining what compensation and disposal authorities exist in the
Administration.

1 Jook forward to working with you on this matter in the coming days, and I appreciate any
assistance you can provide (o farmers who are scheduled to suffer cconomic losses as a result of
this ncw law. Finally, | ask that the Administration complete a detailed economic impact
analysis of this new law to determine how it affects businesses previously engaged in the
interstate shipment of this specics.

Thank you for considering this request.
Sincerely,

M Prys2—

Mark Pryor
United States Senator

Ce:  The Honorable Ken Salazar, Secrctary, U.S. Depariment of Intetior

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
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The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

118, Departiment of Interior
FRAY  Street, N.W.
Washingion, DC 20240

Dear Ken:

1 am pleased to write in support of the City of MeGehee, Arkansas®, grant application
which has been submitted to the National Park Service. T understand the proceeds will be
used o renovate the Railroad Depot in McGehee which will be used as a museum and
house the Japanese American Confinement Site display.

As you may know, Desha and Ashley County in Arkansas had the only Japanese
American Confinement sites east of Wyoming. This museum will be of great benefit to
the people of southeast Arkansas and, also, recognize and pay tribute to those interned in
these camps.

This i5 an important project that is certainly worthy of funding. It is my hope that the
United States Department of Imterior will give poshiive consideration of the City of
McGehee's application.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Mark Prvor

MIP/si




United States Department of the Interior B marons:

P SERVICE

National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, Nebraska 68162-4226

A3615(MWR-PCL/PAL)
MAY 3 20

The Honorable Mark Pryor

United States Senate

255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Pryor:

Thank you for your April 13, 2010, letter to Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar (Secretary) stating
your support for the City of McGehee’s {City) grant proposal for the National Park Service's {NPS)
Japanese American Confinement Sites (JACS) Grant Program. I have been asked to respond because
the State of Arkansas is one of my areas of responsibility.

The City's proposal to rehabilitate the historic train depot as a museum to honor the two confinement
sites located In Arkansas was a notable contribution to the fiscal year 2010 submittals. This project
seeks to establish a location for an exhibit about the experiences of Japanese Americans held in the
Jerome and Rohwer Relocation Centers during World War 11,

The NPS received a total of 42 applications for the fiscal year 2010 grant cycle, requesting more than
$7.7 million in Federal funds. This amount is more than double the $3 mitlion appropriated by
Congress for the 2010 JACS prograr. Proposals recelved by the NPS reflected a wide range of project
types, including oral history, Interpretation and education, documentation, planning, preservation, and
capital projects.

During the week of March 15, 2010, an NPS review panel evaluated applications received for the fiscal
year 2010 grant cycle. The review panel then submitted its recommendations to Secretary Salazar for
final approval of the selected grant awards. We anticipate that the grant recipients and projects will
be announced in tate spring 2010 and the grant agreements will be finalized soon thereafter,

Agnin, thank you again for your endorsement of the City of McGehee’s proposal submitted to the JACS
Grant Program. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Reglonal program contact Rachel
Franilin-Weekley at 402-661-19048,

Sincerely,

V-

Ernest Quintana
Regionai Director

TAKE PRIDE" , 4
INAM ERIGA%‘




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable Kay Bailev Hutchinson

United States Senate

Washington, [0.C. 20510

Dear Senator Futchinson:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (il and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 36, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and yvou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

v, Selanen

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 0 1 2008

The Honorable Byron L, Dorgan

Urited States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20310

DPear Senator Dorgan:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
suppert for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015, The Department of the Interior recetved vour letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and voun will receive @ more detaiied
response 1n the near future.

Sincerely.

[Ker, Salingn.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIGR
WASHINGTON

gcT 81 2009

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski

United States Senate

Washingten, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

Thank you tor vour letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (bl and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letier on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

o Salogn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY GF THE INTERICR
WASHINGTCON

ocT 012009

The Honorable Christopher Bond

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dyear Senator Bond:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior recetved your letter on September 30, 2009

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

(o Selongn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi

United States Senate

Washington. D.C. 20510

Diear Senator Enzi:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Draft Proposed OQuter Continental Shelt Ol and Gas [easing Program for

2010-2013. The Department of the Intertor received your letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatied
response in the near future.

Sincercly

\Q,Sa,a.w

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIQR
WASHINGTON

0rT 12008

The Henorable Richard Shelby

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Shelby:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf’ Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour fetier on September 30 2009,

i sincerely appreciate yvour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near futute.

Sincerely

MS%

Ken Salarar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ocT 01 2008

The Honorable John MeCain

Untted States Senate

Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator MceCain:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafi Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and (as Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The DNepartiment of the Intertor received your letter on September 30, 2009,

[ sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Ko Selngn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIGR
WASHINGTON

OCT o 1 2008

The Honorable Jim Risch

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Plear Senator Risch:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Intenor received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appteciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely

MMSL&W

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 8 1 2008

The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Thune:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colieagues. expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelt Ol and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

i sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will recerve a more detated
response in the near futare,

Sincerely.

Ko Selenen.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2009

The Honorable Jobnny Isakson

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

{xear Senator fsakson:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2016-2015. The Deparument of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincer¢ly appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more dewiled
response in the near future.

Sineerely,

Won Selaran

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIGR
WASHINGTON

0CT 912009

The Honorable John Comyn

Umited States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn:

Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Preposed Outer Continental Shelf il and Gas Leasing Program for

2000-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 20, 2009,

Isincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

e, Selagn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 012009

The Honorable Blanche £ Lincoln
United States Senate
Washington, [2.C. 20518

Dear Senator Lincoln:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf i} and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

1 sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response i the near future.

Sincerely,

Kew Salingn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT ¢ 1 2009

The Honorable Richard Burr

Linited States Senate

Washingion, D.C. 20510

BPear Senator Burr:

Thank vou tor your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour coleagues. expressing
support tor the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (il and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on Septermber 30, 20049,

[ sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely

\4«39/&@@

Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 0 1 2009

The Honorable Jeff Sessions

Lnited States Senate

Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sessions:

Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues. expressing

support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior recetved your letter on September 30, 2006,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely.

G, Saln.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 21 2009

‘The Honorable Saxby Chambliss

United States Senate

Washington, 0.C. 20510

Dear Senator Chambliss:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18. 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Quter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

IKory Selurgn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 01 2008

The Honorable James Inhole

United States Senate

Washmgton, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator {nhote:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelt Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 39, 2009,

[ sincerelv appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
Tesponse in the near future.

Sincerety,

Ko Seleron

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2008

The Honorable Mike Johanns

United Stales Senate

Washington, [.C. 20510

Dear Senator Johanns:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Ol and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on Septernber 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate vour inferest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future,

Sincerely,

[on Selangn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

GCT 0 1 2009

‘The Honorable Thad Cochran

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cochran:

Thank you for your letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelt Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

20106-2013. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

i stneerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will recetve a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely

K«S%

Ken Salazar



THE SECHRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

The Honorable Bob Corker
United Siates Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Corker:

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (il and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your lefter on September 30, 2009

I sincerely appreciate vour inferest in this matter and vou will recerve a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

or, Salaren

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCY 012008

The Honorable David Vitier

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Vitter:

Thank vou for your letter of Seplember 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for
2610-2015. The Department of the Intenior received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Gy Saluon.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

The Honorable Robert F. Bennett

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dlear Senator Bennett:

Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support tor the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

{ sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Ko, Seleren

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT ¢ 1 2008

The Honorable Tom Cobum

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn;

Thank vou for your ietter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Drafl Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 34, 2009,

! sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Ior, Salaen

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERICR

WASHINGTON
OCT 0 1 2009
The Honorable Pat Roberts
Untted States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 ™

Diear Senator Roberts:

Thank vou for vour letter of September {8, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2610-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour letter on September 30. 2009,

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

G, Sk

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTCN

0CT 61 2009

The Honorable Sam Brownback

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Brownback:

Thaok yvou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support tor the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (il and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour letter on September 30, 2009,

i sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sicerely,

Kon Sadongn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

GCT 0 1 2009

The Honorable Roger FF. Wicker

Umnited States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wicker,

Thank you for your Jetier of September 18, 2000, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support {or the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shell’ Oif and Gas Leesing Program for

2010-2015, The Department of the Interior received vour letter on September 30, 2060

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed

response in the near future,

Sincerely.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 91 2008

The Honorable Lamar Alexander

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Alexander:

Thank you for yvour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for

2410-2015. The Department of the Intenior received your letter on Seprember 34, 2009.

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely.

MS&W,

Ken S



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCcT 012008

The Honorable Mark Pryvor
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Drear Senator Pryvor:
Thank you for your letter of Septemnber 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Drait Proposed Ouoter Continental Shelf il and Gas Leasing Program for

201G-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 38, 2009

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response i the near future.

Sincerely,

[Cor, Salugn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2008

The Honorable George V. Voinovich
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20516

Dear Senator Voinovich:
Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 34, 2009,

i sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detatled
response in the near future,

Sincerely

Ko, Selign

alarar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 012009

The Honorable Orrin 6. Hatch

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

{Year Senator Hatch:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Ol and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2045. The Department of the Interior recetved your letter on September 30, 2009

[ sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely.

Ko Salungn

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2003

The Honorable Charles Grassley

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20516

Dear Senator Grassiey;

Thank you for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues. expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oif and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 360, 2009.

| sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and you will receive a more detatled
response in the near fuiure,

Sincerety

\Q\SQ/QM@.&,

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0cT 812009

The Honorable John Barrasso

United States Senate

Washingion, D.C, 20510

Dear Senator Barrasso:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
support for the Draft Proposed Ouwer Continental Shelf Onl and Gas Leasing Progrann for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received vour letter an September 30, 2004,

| sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

Ko Selenen.

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 01 2009

The Honorable Jim Bunning

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bunning:

Thank vou for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour colleagues, expressing
suppert for the Draft Proposed Quter Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2016-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2009,

! sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detatled
response m the near future,

Sincercly

MSW

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

oCT 0 1 2009

The Honorable Mark Begich

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Begich:

Thank you for vour letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by vour eclieagues, expressing
suppont for the Draift Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for

2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 30, 2008,

I sincerely appreciate vour interest in this matter and yvou will recetve a more detatled
response in the near future.

Sincerely

o, Sebign

Ken Salazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

OCT 0 1 2009

The Honorable Ben Nelson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C., 20510

Dear Senator Nelson:
Thank yvou for vour letier of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing

support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2013, The Department of the Interior received vour letier on September 30, 2009,

i sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and you will receive a more detailed
response in the near future.

Sincerely,

e, Seleren

Ken Ralazar



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

0CT 01 2009

The Honorabic Jim DeMint

United States Senate

Washington, 1.C. 20510

Dear Senator DeMint:

‘Thank vou for your letter of September 18, 2009, co-signed by your colleagues, expressing
suppoert tor the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf Odl and Gas Leasing Program for
2010-2015. The Department of the Interior received your letter on September 34, 2009,

I sincerely appreciate your interest in this matter and vou will receive a more detailed
response in the near futare.

Sincerely

MSW

Ken Salazar



Wmited States Dengtc

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
September 18, 2008

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secrefary

Department of the Interior
F849 C Strect, NW
Washington, DU 20240

Dear Mr. Scoretary:

We are writing 10 convey our stropg support for the Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OU5) Uil
snd Gus Leasing Progrant (DPP) proposed by the 115 Minerals Management Service {(MMS). By opening up
new offshore arcas for natural gas and oif leasing and development and also allowing for the development of
rengwable energy as proposed i the DPP, the Department of the nterior can provide the United States with an
apportunity 1o responstbly produce our own energy. This development will bolster our nation’s economy, create
pew jobs and decrease cur dependence on foreign sources of energy.

1t is more important than ever that the federal government allow for development of domestic offshore
erierpy supphies made available in the DPP. By offering new leasing opportunities, the DPP is appropriately
expansive and provides the Departiment with maximum flexibility to property ntilize our nation’s domestic
Fesurees.

Now is the appropriate time o promate fong-term pelicies that responsibly envourage job creation while
prowing the cconomy. Important offshore areas. like those 10 Alaska, offer remendons natural gas and ol
rescurces. By some estimates, the Chukebi Sea alone off Adaska’s coast contains as much natural pas and off as
the country hay produced m the Gulf of Mexico since 19432,

Additionally, wo urge MMS 1o move forward with the 20872012 1 easing Program while working to
approve and finalize the new PP, Implomenting a sensible, forward-thinkmg encrgy policy will aliow for
responsible leasing and development of America’s energy resources and will help indusiries and businesses here
at hoane that rely heavily on natural pas and crude ofl. Jwil also further ouwr national secarity and energy
sovurity interests and, of course. spur jobs and economic prowih as we open new areas 1o easing and
development.

in conchision, we are pleased 1o see that the MMS has included new leasing arcas in the DPP and has
acknuwledged the need for the United States to begin responsibly developing the abundant energy resources
located off vur coasts. We hehieve that the DDPY 15 an important step in creating a robust. diverse. national enrpy
policy which swill help secure cur energy future, We urge you to move forward on the DPP as vou work wo
finalize # new five-year OCS plan. Thank you for vour attention to this important matter. Please do not hesitate
to contact us i we can be of assistanee to you

Sincerehy.




The Honorable Ken Salazar
September 18, 2009

* Page Three }




The Honorable Ken Salazar
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United States Department of the Interior e
S — Ty
QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY TAKE B

WABHINGTON, DO, 20240 P AMERICA

oeT 21 2009

{The Henorahle Kay Bailey Hutchinson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hutchison:

Thank you for vour letter dated Seplember 18, 2009, to Secretary Ken Salazar expressing vour
strong support for the 2016-2018 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Draft Proposed Program
(IPP). Secretary Salazar asked me 1o respond. A similar letter is being sent to each signer of
your letier,

The comment period on the DPP closed on September 21, 2009, The Minerals Management
Service (MMS) received over 530,000 comments on the DPP. The MMS will summarize and
analyze those comments as guickly as possible in order to move expeditiously t the next steps
the process, which include scoping of the draft Environmental Impact Staterment (EIS} and
publication of the Proposed Program and draft FIS. Your comments will be considered carefully
m that endeavor.

On July 28, 2009, the U.S. Court of Appeals clarified that 1ts ruling on the 20072012 Program
delays only those sales i the Chukcehi, Beaufort, and Bering Seas. However, it will be necessary
0 re-balance all sales in the 2007--2012 plan onee the revised environmental sensitiviey analysis
is complete,

Tharnk you for your mterest in the OCS program, Secretary Salazar and | look forward to working
with you 1o move forward in developing 2 comprehiensive Federal oifshore energy plan for the
benefit of the Nation. I yvou have any questions yvou may contact me or Ms. S. Elizabeth Bimbaum,
Drrector, MMS, at {202) 208-3500.

Sincerely,

it i

A, 0 ) %f
i v ’ st S .
; ,jg&y ;f”f”‘x/&{ ol
At A T ewis
ffévgf{k" Asgistant Secretary
' Land and Minerals Managemont



Similar letter betng sent to:

The Honorable Byron L., Dorgan
The Honorabie Lamar Alexander
The Honorable John Barrasso
The Honorable Mark Begich

The Honorable Robert . Bennett
The Honorable Christopher Bond
The Honorable Sam Brownback
The Honorable Jim Bunnig

The Honorable Richard Burr

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss
The Honorable Thad Cochran
The Honorable John Cormym

The Honorahle Bob Corkeer

The Honorable Tom Corbin

The Honorable Tim DeMint

The Honorable Michael B, Enzd

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley

The Honorable Orrin G Hateh
The Honorable fames [nhofe

The Honorable James Isekson
The Honorable Mike Johanns

The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln
The Honorable John MoCain

The Honerable Lisa Murkowski
The Honorable Ben Nelson

The Honorable Mark Pryor

The Honorable James E. Risch
The Honorable Pat Roberts

The Honorable Joff Sessions

The Honorable Richard Shelby
The Honorable John Thune

The Honorable David Viiter

The Henorable George Voinovich
The Honeorable Roger Wicker

P
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June 11, 2008 P

Secretary Dirk Kempthorne
Department of Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240 b

Director Mary Bomar Y
National Park Service Headquarters e
1849 C Strcet, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Kempthome and Director Bomar:

SENVEME]S

101 Kd L1 KRAraooz

Thank you for meeting with members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation on Tuesday,
June 11, 2008. Senator Lincoln and Congressman Ross each told me afier the meeting how
appreciative they are for your time and attention to Hot Springs National Park.

1 am following up on the three requests ] made at the meeting. Please provide me the following
as quickly as possible:

1.

Any evidence or documentation that the use of the logo or the use of "*"Hot Springs
National Park™ or “Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas” by the City of Hot Springs or
by the local Advertising and Promotion Commission has caused confusion among
visitors to the Hot Springs area;

The Department of Interior’s or the National Park Service’s written policy that led to the
filing of the Petition to Cancel and the date the policy was adopted; and

Any information or evidence establishing the basts for the belief by the Department of
Interior or the National Park Service that the City of Hot Springs or the Advenrtising and
Promotion Commission frandulently obtained the trademark as alleged 1n paragraphs 17
through 22 of the Petition to Cancel.



If T can help work out a resolution between the Park Service and the community, I will be
glad to assist in any way [ can.

Again, | want to thank you for giving your time and attention to this matter. Hot Springs is
an American treasure and I look forward to the day when things are better than ever.

Sincerely,

JM{W——-—%M?_,-

Mark Pryor



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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The Honorable Mark Pryor
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Pryor: A d @ 9
ot

This letter is in response to your June 11, 2008 correspondence concerning the

Springs trademark issu¢, We are encouraged by your efforts to facilitate the working
relationship between the City and National Park Service (NPS). Enclosed are examples
of information that relate to your requests concerning the litigation before the Trademark
Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB), U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
Hot Springs National Park v. Hot Springs Advertising & Promotion Commission
(Cancellation No. 92049191).

The proceeding before TTAB is a quasi-judicial adjudicative proceeding. The parties to
this litigation are currently complying with TTAB's disclosure and discovery
requirements, in preparation for the briefings and trial that are to follow. [nformation
relevant to the pleadings will continue to become available throughout this process. In the
meantime, to protect the position of the United States in this litigation, we will respond to
your current requests with examples of publicly available documents.

Enclosures 1 and 2 are examples of complaints directed to the National Park Service
about non-Park businesses who use the Park’s name. Enclosure 3 demonstrates the use
of the trademark by the Hot Springs Advenising and Promotion Commission to promote
such non-Park activities as horse racing, casino-style gambling, amusement parks,
miniature golf, municipal tax collection, municipal law enforcement, and other municipal
services.

With regard to your inquiry concerning “policy,” the action undertaken on behalf of the
Department of the Interior and the National Park Service is an outgrowth of our
responsibility under the Lanham Act (15 U.S.C. §§ 1051-1127) and the National Park
Service Organic Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 1-4). Together they require the Department to defend
the NPS, its name, and associated intellectual property values.

Enclosure 4, Trademark Application Serial No. 76308712, is an example of information
conlaining representations relevant to the fraud count in the Perition to Cancel.



. e wwuy w pursue the litigation before the
rrademark Trial and Appeal Board, we share your interest in seeing the matter resolved
to everyone’s benefit and will continue to seek opportunities to settle the matter and work
with the City to advance the broader mutual interests.

We appreciate your concern about this matter.

Sincerely, E z

Mary A. Bomar
Director

Enclosures



NOUINRAL Fa e

1 am including a copy of the letter I scnt 1o the Arlington Hotel in July of this year. 1 apologize
for the time differential, but it bas come to my attention that the National Park Service actually
has no control over the Arlington. As you surely received this same letter in July, it was my
imderstanding that the Arlington Hotel fell under the “jurisdiction”, if you will, of the National
Park Service. All of their advertisement indicates soch and their address is even shown as “Hot
Springs National Park”,

In addition to my foul treatment st said purported “resort”, 1 now find myself angerad, yet again,
by their false advertisement. 1s there not a way 1o stop this from happening? To be honest, 1
mummmwmewmofmmsmnwm and wil)
3 e to do 80 unicss something changes.

p to let you know, that I have spent an extraordinary smount of time in Hot Springs over the
fbe months, I have stayed et numerous other hotels and have received the most wonderful
rous care. As | have stressed in the attached letier, ] assure you that I will never stay at
gton again. I hope that you will be able to “maks things bappen” in regards to the false
ment of the Arlinglon. Again, if 1 was under the impression that the National Park
®'was associated with - and had control over - theAﬂhthowmyothmm
er the same impression?

se feel free to call on me if yon have any questions or if 1 might be able to help in any way.
nk you for your time and consideration in this matter.

fit® % b e 9 @ W T & 8 W o w S " ose s ee e o

' Enclosure |
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om e [
239 Central Avenue
Hot Springs, AR 71901

Dear Madam or Str:

On 07/07707, my family and I were in Hot Springs for a dance competition at the Convention
Center. 1have been to Hot Springs many, meny times, but my visits have always cantered on Lake
Hamilton. On this ocoasion, however, we needed 40.be in the downtown area. The Austin and
Embaasy Suites were filled to capacity with dancers, 1 then thought of the Arlington as it was very
pearby. I had never stayed there, but I believed itgohe & hoxury hotel. 1 got cnline and was assured
by the website that it was a lwury hotel ~ an award winning “resort and spa™, When ] cailed to make
my reservation, | was, again, told that the Arlington was e lwaury hotel. Let me take you through my
stay at the ‘Arlington.

Upon arrival, 1 was unpleasantly surprised to find that the valet parking was full. 1 was then
checked in by s disinterested employse. My mother, daughter, and 1 walked the dark, denk hallway
. room end we thought that we had been given the wrong key because none of us could get the

en. A maid that was walking past advised me that 1 would have to push in very hard because
as sticking. She was comrect; you just had to turn the key and really put your shoulder into

18 mside the doorway and it was borrible. The tiles on the floor were mismatched, the shower
covered in mildew, and there were rust stains in the tub. It sppeared that someone had begun

he bathroom, but stopped halfway through. The tollot was £0 close 1o the sink and an

ng shelf that it was not only ancomfortable, it was almost dangerous. Needless to say, we

When we returned from the Convention Center it was late. 1 checked on the valet parking,
Just to make sure, but was told that it was, indeed, full. 1 was then told that 1 could park in 2 parking
garage about a block away. If that was full, | would have to park even further away than that. When
I asked how we (my mother and daughter were with me) were supposed 1o get back to the hotel, I
was assured that the “Arlington shuttle™ would pick us up. The parking garage, of course, was full
&nd ] had to drive down to the old Majestic Hotel to park. We then waited on the shuttle and it soon
arrived. It was & small, older car that could only accommodate four adults. We had to wait for the
shmbt;tmtwhmmwmdmhm. Please note that we were waiting in & darkened

ki :

When we finally mads it to the botel my daughter was wondering about the horse drawn
carriage rides. 1 couldn’t find any literature in the room on it, 80 I called the front desk. The night
clerk that ] spoke with could not answer any of my questions, I thought they were fairly simple and
should have been known by the staff as the carriage rides began just outside of the Arlington. 1 only
wanted to know the coat of the ride, how long they would be giving them, and bow long the ride
lasted. Again, my questions were answered with “well...", *I think”, and *1 would imagine”.

Let me return quickly to the stats of the room. My daughter was 80 uncomfortable that she
did not rest well, Shcmlﬂlidﬂmhusswmgoinztomeoutonuwemmdoﬁmlight The

4 & W T 4 4 9 W 8 ¥ 4 e P N S N Mo " e & 9



walls were 30 thin that I could hear the people in the next room sneeze. To top it all off, the

television volume was not working properly, One moment you have to tum it up because you
couldn't hear, the very next moment it was blaring. We just dida’t watch any television.

The next morning we got ready to depart. As we were walking downstairs we passed a maid
in the hallwey. My mother spoke to her as we passed and it seemed to take & great effort on the part
of the maid for ber to respond in kind. We then waited in an overly warm hallway for the elevator,
which finally came, My mother found out that breakfast was supposed to be included with our
“Family Package”. We had not been wld sbout this st check-in. My mother mentioned this at check
out and the clerk gave Mother thres vouchers and directed her to the dining room - which was closed.
T could not take any more “luxury” service, I remrned to the clerk and asked about the “closed™
dining room. He then Jooked at this watch and sald, “Oh, well it closes at ten™. Jt was five minnes
after tea. I retumned the vouchers to him stating that we obviousty did not noed them, 1 then advised
him of how unhappy we had been with our stay at the Arlington and that we would not ever be back.
He seemed to get angry and said “I'm sarry you feel that way.”

There were only two people that were very pleasant and helpful. One was an African
American belthop. I did not get his name, but every time I saw him he was smiling and helping
someope. The other was jisSSl. Afier leaving the hotel, my mother noticed that a $130 charge
bad bezn added to our bill. Apparently someone had been to the Fountain Room and had given our
room pumber for the bill. Ms. [l very quickly assisted Mother in that correction.

Let me assure you that | have stayed in many hory hotels. The Arlington is not one of them.

Had we not needed to be in the downtown area on Saturday, I promise that we would not have stayed
the night. I would have had better accommodations at a Motel6. To state, in any way, that the

Arlington is 8 hocury hotel is false advertisement. The website is not just misleading ~ it’s a lie.

I assure you that T will never return to the Arlington *“Resort and Spa”. 1 also assure you that
will tell others about my stay. It was the treatment that we received, as much as the accommodations,

that was not to my liking. I had hoped to show my daughter a wonderful hotel that was rich with
history. Such was not the case and it very nearly ruined our weekend trip.

nonresponsive

ec: Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce
The Arkansss Departmeat of Parks and Tourism
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08-04-2001
U Pamnt & THORTM Mal Rogt DL 27y

Applicant:

P.O, Address:

First Use Anywhere:

First Use in Commerce:

Services

Filing Correspondent:’

NATIONAL PARK
ARKANSAS

Tr Application 2001-8-2t doc

Enclosure 4

Hot Springs Adventising

and Promotion Commission
P.Q. Box 6000
Hot Springs National Park, AR
71902
May 15, 1987
May 135, 1987
Advertising and promotion of
services and facilities of Hot Springs
National Park in Class 35
(U.S. CL. 101)
Speed & Rogers, P.A.
1701 Centerview Dr., Suite 125
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800
Email speediaw@speediaw.com

RUMRRESEN
76308712

o821/

NP8 0NN0n1l



TRADEMARK APPLICATION SERIAL NO. _ 7630871 2

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
FEE RECORD SHEET

19/10/2001 GTMOMASZ 00000178 76308712
01 FC:361 Jes.co op

PTO-1555

(Sf87) .S Gomvnmant Prisiag Omnce: 2000 — 45823220118

NPS annn?



Gasrd N. S0

Moo Rogens* Speed & Rogers, P.A.

{01 Centerview Drive, Suite 125
Linle Rock, AR 72211-4314

(S01)219-2800
Fax (301)219-2879
www speedidw.com

August 29, 2001

Assistant Commissioner for Trademarks

Box FEE

2900 Crystai Drive

Arlington, VA 22202-3513

RE: Applicant: Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission

HEUEC AL PROPI T L
AND [ILAND LifGaDCm

T Goudspi Fa Al s

Mark: HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK ARKANSAS {WITH DESIGN|

Sir:
Enclosed are the following:
I Trademark application with decleration, power of attorney and drawing
for registration of the above-referenced mark.
2 Three specimens showing the mark.
3. Check in the amount of $325 in payment of the filing fee.
4, Return postcard.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Very truly yourg
Gary N. Spee ‘DD
Attorney for Applicant
GNS/gs
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

MARK: | HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL
PARK ARKANSAS [W/DESIGN]}

INTL. CLASSES: 35 (U.S. Cl. 101)

TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS:
APPLICANT: Hot Springs Advertising & Promotion Commission

BUSINESS ADDRESS: 134 Convention Blvd.
P.O. Box 6000
Hot Springs National Park, AR 71902

CITIZENSHIP/STATE

OF INCORPORATION: A commission of the City of Hot Springs, Arkansas
with its principal place of business in Hot Springs
Mational Park, Arkansas

Applicant requests registration of the above-identified trademark shown in the
accompanying drawing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal

Register established by the Act of July 5, 1946 (15 U.S.C. §1051 et seq, as amended) for the

following services:

Advertising and promolion of services and facilities of Hot Springs
National Park in Class 35 (U.S. Cl. 101)

The mark was first used in connection with the above-referenced services anywhere at
lenst as early as May 15, 1987 and in intersiate commerce at least as early as May 15, 1987; and

is now in use in such commerce with such services.

NPS 00004



DECLARATION

1, Steve Arrison, Executive Director of Applicant , being hereby warned that witlful false
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section
1001 of Title 8 of the United States Code and that such willful statements may jeopardize the
validity of the application or any registration resulting therefrom, declares that he is properly
authorized to exccute this application on behalf of the Applicant; he believes the Applicant to be
the owner of the mark snught to be registered, or, if the application is being filed under 15 US.C.
1051(b), he believes Applicant to be entitied 1o use such mark in commerce; to the best of his
knowledge and belief, no other person, firm, corporation or association has the right to use said
mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance thereto as may be
likely, when applied to the goods of such other person, to cause confusion, or to cause mistake,
or to deceive; and that all statements made of his own knowledge are true and all statements

made on information and belief are believed to be true,

POWER OF A RNEY

Applicant hereby appoint Gary N. Speed and Mark A. Rogers its attorneys 1o file this
declaration with full power of substitution and revocation, and to transact all business in the
United-States Patent and Trademark Office in connection therewith and to receive the certificate

of registration and directs that all correspondence be forwarded to:

Gary N. Speed

Speed & Rogers, P.A.

1701 Centerview Dr., Suite 125
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800

Email speedlaw(@speedlaw.com

T Application 2001-8-21.dot -2 - 08/21/01
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Signed at Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas this JJ-day of August, 2001,

TM Application 2001-8-21.g0¢

APPLICANT:

Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion
Commission

By:

on, Executive Directar

08/21/01

NPS 00006
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Applicant: Hot Springs Advertising
and Promotion Commission

P.O. Address: P.O. Box 6000
Hot Springs National Park, AR
71902

First Use Anywhere: May 15, 1987

First Use in Commerce: May 15, 1987

Services Advertising and promotion of
services and facilities of Hot Springs
National Park in Class 35
(U.S. Cl. 101)

Filing Correspondent:’ Speed & Rogers, P.A.

1701 Centerview Dr,, Suite 125
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211
Phone (501) 219-2800

Email speedlaw(@speedlaw.com
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COMMITTEES (202) 224-2353
COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND SO0 PRESIDENT CLINTON AVENUE

TRANSFORTATION qamt[[l 5[“['(5 5[“ﬂt[ Lot Roc, AR 72201

HOMELAND SECURITY AND (601) 3246336
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS WASHINGTON, DC 20510 ToiL Free: {877) 259-9602

iy hitp:/ipryor. :
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS January 10, 2007 Priprversenale gov

SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. Matt Eames

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street, Northwest

Washington, District of Columbia 20240

Dear Mr. Eames:

I write to you on behalf of my constituent, [JIIENUENE, who has written me conceming the
Department of the Interior's enforcement of concealed handgun restrictions within the Hot
Springs National Park. Enclosed please f{ind a copy of detailed concems.

[ would appreciate any assistance you can provide in having the proper authorities at the
Depariment of the Interior respond to request. In addition, I would be grateful if you
would provide me with the Department of the Interior’s response on this matter. If you have any
questions, or need any additional information, please contact Kim Cooper at (202) 224-2353.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you in the near
future.

Sincerely,

- Mupre- € Rorymrn—

Mark Pryor
P.S. Due to increased security precautions, mail delivery to the U.S. Senate may be

unpredictably delayed. Such delays often hinder my ability to respond to concerned Arkansans
as quickly as I would like. 1 appreciate your patience and apologize for any delay in my respoifse.
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Constituent

Email: david@ontargetir.com

Dear Senator Pryor;

Would you please communicate with the Law Enforcement branch of the U.S.
Bepartment of the Interior to request them to relax the restrictions on the

possession of concealed handguns by Arkansans who hold the Arkansas Concealed
Handgun Licenses (CHL) while traveling through throughways within the

jurisdiction of Hot Springs National Park.

Occasionally, local residents and visitors to Hol Springs prefer to use Guipha
Gorge Rd. (U.S. Hwy. 70 B) to connect with Arkansas Hwy. 7 (Park Avenue) or
U.S. Hwy 70 (East Grand Avenue). Additionally, numerous residents and visitors
alike use Blacksnake Rd. to travel between Whittington Ave. and Mountain Pine
RD. West of Hot Springs. Both public roadways are maintained by either Garland
County or State of Arkansas Road/Highway Departments at the expense of those
entities. | do not expect the National Park Rangers to open all of the roadways
and trails to concealed handguns though.

Where CHL holders are concerned: their licenses are not handed out arbitrarily.

In order to qualify for a CHL the person must be a resident of the state for

the previous 12 consecutive months and pass an FB! background check. He or she
cannot have a history of mental iliness or have a criminal record (including
domestic violence), The iocal iaw enforcement authorilies are queried, and are

able to state their objections to the applicant. Finally, if the applicant has

a history of drug or alcohol abuse the application can be refused.

Additionally, if the applicant is convicted of more than two DWI's in a three
year period or consumes alcohol while in possession of a firearm, he or she can
have their license revolked.

As an Arkansas Certified Concealed Handgun License instructor, | am aware that
the state has issued more than 65,000 CHL permils since 1995. The Arkansas
State Police Conceated Handgun Division now receives about 70 applications per
day for processing.

Due 1o the fact that these CHL holders are required to receive legislatively
mandated tsaining, they are the least likely people in the state to
indiscriminately use their handguns without provocation. Instructors vehemently
caution students to avoid the use of iethal force except in the most extreme
circumstances. In fact, they are cautioned to be observant of the actions of
others around them and to steer clear of problematic situations.

In matters of the use of lethal force, FBI statistics indicate that out of
about two million incidents where citizens lawfully draw their guns in seif
defense, the gun is only discharged about 2% of the time.

Since Hot Springs National Park is one of only two National Parks located in
urban settings, the fact that the swollen population density of the area should

InterTrac Tracksheet 01 1
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be taken into account with regard to the application of Title 36, Section 2.4-
Weapons, Traps and Nets, {(a) (3) Traps, nets and unlcaded weapons may be
possessed within a temporary lodging or mechanical mode of conveyance when such
implements are rendered temporarily inoperable or are packed, cased or stored

in a manner that will prevent their ready use. and . (b) Carrying or possessing

a loaded weapon in a motor vehicle, vessel or other mode of transportation is
prohibited. | am only asking that the Department of the interior amend this

section to allow an exception o legitimate holders of 2a CHL to travel through

the Park's jurisdiction while reroute to another destination outside of the

park’s jurisdiction.

Hot Springs is a favorite destination of many Arkansans. It would be
unforiunate if a visitor were to be arrested when they are carrying a firearm
that is otherwise legal throughout the rest of the state. Even though
ignorance of the law is no excuse, is it warranted to penalize someone to the
extent of the arbitrary enforcement of a law thal was adopted for the obvious
protection of wildlife in a rural or wilderness setting?

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Respectfully yours,

nonresponsive

inletTrac Tracksheel 01 2 01/10:2007



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Wathington, D.C. 20240

FEB 0 1 2007

nonresponsive | 2$535Sk

Dear M-

Thank you for your interest in our regulation that manages the possession of weapons when in a unit of the
Nstional Park Service (NPS). Your letter dated January 10, 2007, has baen forwerded ta me for response. |
undersmnd you feel its (mpontant for personsi protecton. However, the NPS finds the curmen: reguiation, 36
CFR 2.4, {0 be very effective for these primary reasons:

o Parke are safe places. While some crima does occur on NPS managed lends, stalistica show that
such crima levels are far lower than in other similarly-situsted communities, especigily when considering
that the National Park Systemn hes appraximately 280 milion vishs each year.

o “Rightta cany' laws do not reduce crime, In fact, armed citzans attempting 1o assist rangers create
volati'e stuations, often putting the private ciiizan or mnger’s fife in jeopardy

o Filrearma alraady may be transported in a vehicle through any park area. They need fo be made
inoperabie or stored In such a manner as to prevent their neady use. The firearms regulation is
designed o ensurs public safely and provide maximum protection of wildlife resources by limiting the
opportunity for unauthorized use of wegpans, while still providing reasonahle reguiatory relief for
persons livmg within, traveiing firough, or conducting activitias an lands adjacent 10 park areas.

o “Rightto camry® laws do not protect viskors from wildiife. Most weapons carried for protection from
wiidiife are not adequate for that purpase. Untrained individuals attemgpting to protect themseives from
dangerous animais often exacarbate the shuation.

Therefore, the NPS does not support any change in the current regulation (38 CFR 2 4) which prohibits
possessing, carying, of Using 8 weapon in virtually ail units of the NPS. if you have further questions in rogard
c::;-g; issue, ;‘l;ase contact Jenry Case, Chigf Regulations and Speciel Park Uses,

8 -208-4206.

Sincerely,

WS

Karen Taylor-Goodac
Associate Directar, Vistor and Resourca Protaction

ce Honorabie Mark Pryor
257 Dirksen Senate Office Buiking
Washington, DC 20510
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Wnited States Senators

October 24, 2005

The Honorable Gale A. Norton
The Secretary of Interior

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Madam Secretary and Mr, Hughes:

On behalf of the Congressional Committee, we have the pleasure of inviring you to join us for
the 54th National Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, February 2, 2006, at the Hilton Washington in
Washington, D.C.

Annually, Members of Congress, the President and other national leaders have gathered to
reaffism our trust in God and recogrize the reconciling power of prayer. Friends and leaders from
throughout the United States and more than 160 countries come in the spirit of friendship to set
aside their differences, seeking to build and strengthen relationships through our love for God and
concern for one another. Although we face remendous challenges each day, our hearts can be
strengthened both individually and collectively, as we seek God’s wisdom and guidance together.

Your prompt response is essential and greatly appreciated. Please refer to the enclosed RSVP
card for deadline information. We sincerely hope you will be able to participate in this special time.

: Sincerely,
NDA—— &hm——-—- M M,m—
Norm Coleman Mark Pryor

NFPB 4

PHONE (703) 237-3630 FaX (703) 237-1807
E-MAIL; NPEBCO@NPBCO.ORG
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November 21, 2003

Mr. David Bernhardt

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
United States Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Mailstop 6242

Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Bernhardt:

1 am forwarding a letter to you from Ty constituent, has
expressed a concern about Undersecretary J. Steven Gnles T would apprecxate it 1f you

would respond to her directly to address her questions.

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. T appreciate your assistance.

Sincerely,
M‘, (?fy\lluﬂ_—
Mark Pryor
MLP/mjd
Enclosure
3HL 40 307440

hS: Wd £-93a0 099L59
J3AI303Y |




Holytield, Gre T

From: nonresponsive

Sent: y, Septel M
To: Public, Senatar (Pryor)

Subject: Fire Griles immediatelyl

September 14, 2003

Sen. Mark Pryor
Washington, DC

Dear Sen. Pryor,

" The following is a copy of a letter sent to the indicated recipient(s) on 9/14/2003:

noNresponsive E—

Gale Norton

We demand that you fire Undersecretary J Steven Griles. He is still receiving payments
of $284,000 a year from his former lobbying firm while working for the goverament. Ee has
violated his written promises to stop lobbying on their behalf. No cne in the government
should be allowed to personally profit from the plunder of our public lands and the
weakening of environmental health standards.

Sincerely,




United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

DEC 15 2003

nonresponsive

Dear Ms.

I am in receipt of your email to Senator Mark Pryor dated September 14, 2003,
concemning Deputy Secretary J. Steven Griles. The Senator has asked me to reply
directly to you.

The information regarding the structure of the payments to Mr. Griles from his former
lobbying firm was provided to the Senate and considered during its process to confirm
Mr.Griles as Deputy Secretary. This information was also considered by the Office of
Govemment Ethics in reviewing Mr. Griles’s financial disclosure report prior to
confirmation.

Sincerely,

avid L. B rdt

Director, Office of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs and Counselor to
the Secretary

Copy to Senator Mark Pryor





