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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Updated Meeting List
1 message

Janea Scott <janea_scott@ios.doi.gov> Sat, Jan 5, 2013 at 11:07 AM
To: gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Good morning Gisella,

Thanks very much for this. Let's check in again on Monday or Tuesday. I gave you descriptions of all of the
upcoming DRECP meetings when we updated the calendar on Thursday, so I think you should be all set
there. The rest were holds that you were going to remove/ send cancellations. I'll be at a doctor's
appointment on Monday morning, so I made some notes IN CAPS below for you.

Take care and have a great weekend!
Janea

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM – Contacted Maya Goosby to
send us some background. STEVE AND I ARE IN CONTACT WITH NEIL KORNZE AND JIM KENNA. JIM WILL
PROVIDE MATERIALS.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary – Asked Gareth to send
backgroundo   GARETH WON'T HAVE BACKGROUND FOR THIS. STEVE AND I ARE WORKING WITH THE TEAM
ON THIS, SO WE'RE ALL SET.

1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea and Steve – sent Janea an e-
mail to get more attendee and description information. UPDATED THE CALENDAR. THIS MEETING IS 12:00
to 8:00. THE CONNECTION INFO , TIME ETC. FOR THIS WAS SENT LATE LAST YEAR. I'LL SEND IT TO YOU
AGAIN, SO IT'S AT THE TOP OF YOUR INBOX. WE WILL RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFO NEXT WEEK. 

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. THIS SHOULD
HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CALENDAR.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. I DON'T
KNOW WHAT THIS IS. WE HAVE AN ALL DAY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR JAN 17-JAN 18. PLS REMOVE FROM
CALENDAR.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info.
TYPICALLY, AGENDAS FOR THIS MEETING ARE RECEIVED ABOUT 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE. LET'S DISCUSS
AGAIN MY IDEA ABOUT HOW TO SIMPLIFY THE CALENDAR RE: RECURRING MEETINGS.

 

From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella [mailto:gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 05:18 PM
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To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Updated Meeting List 
 
Hello - Here is Steve's updated meeting list and a list of outstanding FOIA's for discussion on Monday.  Have a
good evening! Gisella

PENDING MEETING REQUESTS AS OF January 4, 2013

Immediate Priority:

1.      Thursday, January 10 from 11:00-11:30AM - Energy Efficiency Building
Upgrades Meeting – Kara Saul Rinaldi, Willie Taylor, Debra Sonderman, Brenda
Heying. Kara mentioned she might keep this time slot. 

 

2.      Thursday, January 10 – 10-10:30AM – Meeting with John Anderson, AWEA

 

3.      Tuesday, January 15, 11-11:30AM – Meeting with Heidi Vangenderen, Director of
Public Engagement, DOE to discuss respective energy agendas.

 

4.      Tuesday, January 15, 1:30-2PM – Set up call with William Singleton (from his
request to you via e-mail on 1/3 – Singleton Strategies – will meet with Janea on 1/4)

 

5.      Brent Fewell – Wanted to pick your brain on potential for another run at Good
Samaritan legislation – schedule or refer?

 

6.      Tuesday, January 22 – Lunch with Peggy Duxbury for catch up only – Your
calendar is booked before then.

 

7.      Wednesday, January 30 or Thursday, January 31 – Madeleine West requested
a meeting for John Harja, Kevin Hunting and herself with You, Ruchi/Janea re: To
discuss mapping product.  You are in Steamboat Springs, CO – do you want Janea or
Neal to cover?

 

8.      Tuesday, February 12 – 1-5PM MT (3-7PM EST)  and Wednesday, February
13 from 8-12PM MST (10-2PM EST) – WECC SPSG Meeting via web ex (or in-
person optional)

 

9.       Jean-Claude West (per Peter Weiner e-mail) – were you able to meet with him or
do you still need this scheduled for a teleconference?
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 Request Status

1.       

 

Uintah County v. Salazar – Discovery Request. 

Responsive documents were due on 8/31

Michael Smith with the Solicitor’s office is

heading request.  He has already collected all

your e-mails and only needs to obtain special

software (his other one malfunctioned) to collect

data from your hard drive.  May not occur until

next week while you are away.  We will need

your password (or he will) to finalize search. 

POC: Michael Smith (202) 513-0580

2.       

 

OS-2012-00228 Laura Christensen – Request for all

documents/references made in Secretary’s Decision

Memorandum regarding the suspension of certain offshore

permitting and drilling activities on the Outer Continental

Shelf.

Due date:  4/28/2012

Date received by us: 5/1/2012

 

You and I spoke regarding pulling these

documents from the electronic Hornbeck Record

in the possession of the FOIA office.  On 8/21 I

spoke with Cindy Cafaro who looped me in

with Jamie Burley.  Ms. Burley can gain access

to the record but was trying to assess how

simple it would be to locate these documents. 

Ms. Burley and I last spoke around the

beginning of September.  I left her messages to

follow-up on 9/5 and 9/20 but have not heard

from her.  I will continue to follow-up with her. 

Otherwise Scott Nuzum and I will have to

manually locate these documents in the items he

has in order to respond.

Other Items: Your request for all RRTT meeting invites to contain more specific information such as
attendees and purpose.  All invites have this information except for 1/23 10AM meeting.  I notified
Josh/Ruchi to please update this information on 1/4/2013.

·         DRECP Meetings needing description

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM –
Contacted Maya Goosby to send us some background.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary –
Asked Gareth to send background

o   1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea
and Steve – sent Janea an e-mail to get more attendee and description information.

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

 

Status of FOIA requests/Document Production:
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3.       

 

OS-2012-00113 Christopher Horner – Request that we

provide any records for 23 search terms dealing with

Brightsource Energy, First Solar, NextEra, etc. 

Request dated: 1/9/2012

Referred to us on 2/28/2012. 

1st Response (we did half of the terms): 3/1/2012

 

I need to provide responses for the remaining

terms including providing Clarice Julka with

copies of 7 archived e-mails that they could not

open from the first response.

4.       

 

OS-2011-00140 Shruti Suresh – Request for documents,

46 search terms focusing on communications with wind

industry representatives.

Request dated: 1/24/2012 this is a second request – we

were not copied on 1st.

Forwarded to us: 6/20/2012

Due Date: 2/7/2012

 

I have not started this search yet, however was

told to disregard due date but get back as soon as

I can.  Will commence search next week.

5.       

 

OS-2012-00374 – Rebecca Watson – Requesting any and

all documents on Thompson Divide/Lake Ridge Unit

Request dated: 7/12/2012

Forwarded to us: 7/13/2012

Due date: 7/27/2012.

Search still needs to be done.

6.       

 

ONDA v. Salazar/Steens Mountain Litigation Need to collect all relevant documents involving

BLM and preparation of “Habitat Mitigation

Plan.” Due 8/24/2012.
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Updated Meeting List
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Sun, Jan 6, 2013 at 6:14 PM
To: Gisella N Ojeda-dodds <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Please sit down and do this in person with me and Janea, not by e-mail.  Thank you.

On Sat, Jan 5, 2013 at 11:07 AM, Janea Scott <janea_scott@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Good morning Gisella,

Thanks very much for this. Let's check in again on Monday or Tuesday. I gave you descriptions of all of
the upcoming DRECP meetings when we updated the calendar on Thursday, so I think you should be all
set there. The rest were holds that you were going to remove/ send cancellations. I'll be at a doctor's
appointment on Monday morning, so I made some notes IN CAPS below for you.

Take care and have a great weekend!
Janea

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM – Contacted Maya Goosby
to send us some background. STEVE AND I ARE IN CONTACT WITH NEIL KORNZE AND JIM KENNA. JIM
WILL PROVIDE MATERIALS.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary – Asked Gareth to
send backgroundo   GARETH WON'T HAVE BACKGROUND FOR THIS. STEVE AND I ARE WORKING WITH THE
TEAM ON THIS, SO WE'RE ALL SET.

1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea and Steve – sent Janea an
e-mail to get more attendee and description information. UPDATED THE CALENDAR. THIS MEETING IS
12:00 to 8:00. THE CONNECTION INFO , TIME ETC. FOR THIS WAS SENT LATE LAST YEAR. I'LL SEND IT TO
YOU AGAIN, SO IT'S AT THE TOP OF YOUR INBOX. WE WILL RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFO NEXT WEEK. 

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. THIS
SHOULD HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CALENDAR.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. I
DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS IS. WE HAVE AN ALL DAY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR JAN 17-JAN 18. PLS
REMOVE FROM CALENDAR.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info.
TYPICALLY, AGENDAS FOR THIS MEETING ARE RECEIVED ABOUT 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE. LET'S DISCUSS
AGAIN MY IDEA ABOUT HOW TO SIMPLIFY THE CALENDAR RE: RECURRING MEETINGS.
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From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella [mailto:gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 05:18 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Updated Meeting List 
 
Hello - Here is Steve's updated meeting list and a list of outstanding FOIA's for discussion on Monday.  Have a
good evening! Gisella

PENDING MEETING REQUESTS AS OF January 4, 2013

Immediate Priority:

1.      Thursday, January 10 from 11:00-11:30AM - Energy Efficiency Building
Upgrades Meeting – Kara Saul Rinaldi, Willie Taylor, Debra Sonderman, Brenda
Heying. Kara mentioned she might keep this time slot. 

 

2.      Thursday, January 10 – 10-10:30AM – Meeting with John Anderson, AWEA

 

3.      Tuesday, January 15, 11-11:30AM – Meeting with Heidi Vangenderen, Director
of Public Engagement, DOE to discuss respective energy agendas.

 

4.      Tuesday, January 15, 1:30-2PM – Set up call with William Singleton (from his
request to you via e-mail on 1/3 – Singleton Strategies – will meet with Janea on 1/4)

 

5.      Brent Fewell – Wanted to pick your brain on potential for another run at Good
Samaritan legislation – schedule or refer?

 

6.      Tuesday, January 22 – Lunch with Peggy Duxbury for catch up only – Your
calendar is booked before then.

 

7.      Wednesday, January 30 or Thursday, January 31 – Madeleine West
requested a meeting for John Harja, Kevin Hunting and herself with You,
Ruchi/Janea re: To discuss mapping product.  You are in Steamboat Springs, CO –
do you want Janea or Neal to cover?

 

8.      Tuesday, February 12 – 1-5PM MT (3-7PM EST)  and Wednesday,
February 13 from 8-12PM MST (10-2PM EST) – WECC SPSG Meeting via web
ex (or in-person optional)
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 Request Status

1.       

 

Uintah County v. Salazar – Discovery Request. 

Responsive documents were due on 8/31

Michael Smith with the Solicitor’s office is

heading request.  He has already collected all

your e-mails and only needs to obtain special

software (his other one malfunctioned) to

collect data from your hard drive.  May not

occur until next week while you are away.  We

will need your password (or he will) to finalize

search.  POC: Michael Smith (202) 513-0580

2.       

 

OS-2012-00228 Laura Christensen – Request for all

documents/references made in Secretary’s Decision

Memorandum regarding the suspension of certain

offshore permitting and drilling activities on the Outer

Continental Shelf.

Due date:  4/28/2012

Date received by us: 5/1/2012

 

You and I spoke regarding pulling these

documents from the electronic Hornbeck

Record in the possession of the FOIA office. 

On 8/21 I spoke with Cindy Cafaro who

looped me in with Jamie Burley.  Ms. Burley

can gain access to the record but was trying to

assess how simple it would be to locate these

documents.  Ms. Burley and I last spoke

around the beginning of September.  I left her

messages to follow-up on 9/5 and 9/20 but

have not heard from her.  I will continue to

follow-up with her.  Otherwise Scott Nuzum

9.       Jean-Claude West (per Peter Weiner e-mail) – were you able to meet with him
or do you still need this scheduled for a teleconference?

Other Items: Your request for all RRTT meeting invites to contain more specific information such
as attendees and purpose.  All invites have this information except for 1/23 10AM meeting.  I
notified Josh/Ruchi to please update this information on 1/4/2013.

·         DRECP Meetings needing description

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM –
Contacted Maya Goosby to send us some background.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary
– Asked Gareth to send background

o   1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea
and Steve – sent Janea an e-mail to get more attendee and description information.

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

 

Status of FOIA requests/Document Production:
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and I will have to manually locate these

documents in the items he has in order to

respond.

3.       

 

OS-2012-00113 Christopher Horner – Request that we

provide any records for 23 search terms dealing with

Brightsource Energy, First Solar, NextEra, etc. 

Request dated: 1/9/2012

Referred to us on 2/28/2012. 

1st Response (we did half of the terms): 3/1/2012

 

I need to provide responses for the remaining

terms including providing Clarice Julka with

copies of 7 archived e-mails that they could not

open from the first response.

4.       

 

OS-2011-00140 Shruti Suresh – Request for documents,

46 search terms focusing on communications with wind

industry representatives.

Request dated: 1/24/2012 this is a second request – we

were not copied on 1st.

Forwarded to us: 6/20/2012

Due Date: 2/7/2012

 

I have not started this search yet, however was

told to disregard due date but get back as soon

as I can.  Will commence search next week.

5.       

 

OS-2012-00374 – Rebecca Watson – Requesting any and

all documents on Thompson Divide/Lake Ridge Unit

Request dated: 7/12/2012

Forwarded to us: 7/13/2012

Due date: 7/27/2012.

Search still needs to be done.

6.       

 

ONDA v. Salazar/Steens Mountain Litigation Need to collect all relevant documents

involving BLM and preparation of “Habitat

Mitigation Plan.” Due 8/24/2012.

 

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Draft Responses to SG and Ursa Suspension Requests
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Thu, Mar 28, 2013 at 12:02 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Jamie Connell
<jconnell@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>, Lonny Bagley <lbagley@blm.gov>, Steve Black
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>, Art Kleven
<art.kleven@sol.doi.gov>

Hi All:  Here are drafts of the SG and Ursa letters for everyone to review.  They have
already been reviewed by Jack, who is copied here.  Thanks.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

 

2 attachments

thompson divide - draft SG suspension decision.docx
129K

thompson divide - draft Ursa suspension decision.docx
126K



   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

March XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
SG Interests I, Ltd 
Attn: Robert H. Guinn II 
100 Waugh Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77007   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66687, 

COC66688, COC66689, COC66690, COC66691, COC 66692, COC66693, COC66694, 
COC66695, COC66696, COC66697, COC66698, COC66699, COC66700, COC66701, and 
COC66702, Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Mr. Guinn: 
 
This letter responds to SG Interests I, Ltd’s (SG) February 12, 2013 request for suspension of operations 
and production for the above-referenced federal oil and gas leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national 
forest systems lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject 
federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with 
ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request for suspension, SG asserts that suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by 
providing additional time for: “1) BLM to conduct a leasing decision NEPA [National Environmental 
Policy Act] analysis on the Leases; 2) BLM to issue the amended Lake Ridge Unit approval and complete 
an APD [application for permit to drill] NEPA analysis on the Unit obligation well(s) and any APD 
outside the Unit or, if no Unit is formed, for BLM to complete NEPA on all of the Lease APDs; and 3) 
SG to explore negotiations with [local government and interested parties] in a good faith attempt to 
address their concerns.”  
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
suspend operations and production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby 
extend the term of the lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 
provides that the Secretary may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  
BLM implementing regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all 
operations and production may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed 
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necessary by the appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of 
natural resources”).   
 
The decision whether to assent to a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. 
The BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is 
vested with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 
161 IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, as 
such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed Section 39 
as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA procedural inadequacy associated 
with the decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development 
activities for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the 
Leases were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a 
procedural defect at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), 
and has decided it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  
The BLM requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APDs is 
delayed pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold 
activities will be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
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the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The manual lists as an example of circumstances when 
suspension is not normally granted as the case where APDs are “submitted incomplete or untimely (less 
than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to exercise its discretion to assent to a suspension of 
operations and production in the interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
In SG’s case, the full record shows that the company has made diligent efforts at development sufficient 
to warrant a suspension.  The Leases were proposed for unitization in May 2011, approximately two years 
prior to the Leases’ expiration dates.  After initial review, the BLM had found no geologic basis for 
denying the unit application.  Furthermore, after amendment of the application in March 2012 to remove 
un-leased federal acreage, the application is considered complete.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit 
application was delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in 
comment from interest parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed 
pending completion of additional NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
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the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 



   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

March XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
Ursa Piceance LLC 
1050 17th St., Suite 2400 
Denver, CO  80265   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66706, 

COC66707, COC66708, COC66709, COC66710, COC 66711, and COC66712, Garfield, Pitkin, 
and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Sirs: 
 
This letter responds to the letter dated February 19, 2013 in which Antero Resources Piceance 
Corporation and Ursa Piceance LLC (Ursa) request a suspension of operations and production for the 
above-referenced leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national forest systems lands managed by the U.S. 
Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River 
Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold 
and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request, Ursa identified the need for suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by  
providing additional time for: 1) pending settlement discussions between Ursa and an organization that 
wishes to purchase the Leases or otherwise limit further development on the Leases, 2) BLM’s plan to 
conduct an additional analysis of the Leases under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) if Ursa 
notifies the BLM that negotiations are not successful, and 3) the possible need for additional NEPA 
analysis on applications for permits to drill (APDs). 
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to 
suspend operations and production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby 
extend the term of the lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 
provides that the Secretary may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  
BLM implementing regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all 
operations and production may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed 
necessary by the appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of 
natural resources”).   
 



2 
 

The decision whether to assent to a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. 
The BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is 
vested with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 
161 IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, 
as such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed 
Section 39 as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by Ursa, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA procedural inadequacy associated 
with the decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that Ursa has proposed a unit and development 
activities for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the 
Leases were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a 
procedural defect at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), 
and has decided it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  
The BLM requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APD is 
delayed pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold 
activities will be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
 
In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
BLM has identified a procedural NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that procedural defect makes the 
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While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances,  to assent to a suspension of 
operations and production in the interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
In Ursa’s case, the full record shows that the company has made diligent efforts at development sufficient 
to warrant a suspension.  The Leases were proposed for unitization in August 2012.   After initial review, 
the BLM had found no geologic basis for denying the unit application.  Nevertheless, a decision on the 
unit application was delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in 
comment from interest parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed 
pending completion of additional NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   

(b) (5)
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 

 
Add Antero 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Early Alert - SG Interests submits additional lease suspension requests for
Thompson Divide (CO)
1 message

Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 4:41 PM
To: Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein <elizabeth_klein@ios.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Craig Leff
<cleff@blm.gov>, Edwin Roberson <eroberso@blm.gov>, Gregory Shoop <gshoop@blm.gov>, Patrick Wilkinson
<P2Wilkin@blm.gov>, Andrea Nelson <anelson@blm.gov>, Jeff Krauss <JKrauss@blm.gov>, Amy Krause
<alkrause@blm.gov>, Cynthia Moses-Nedd <cnedd@blm.gov>, Linda Smith <lhsmith@blm.gov>, Blake Androff
<Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, Frank Quimby <frank_quimby@ios.doi.gov>, Ned Farquhar
<ned_farquhar@ios.doi.gov>, Richard Cardinale <richard_cardinale@ios.doi.gov>, Karen Mouritsen
<kmourits@blm.gov>, Bryce Barlan <bbarlan@blm.gov>, "Mansour, Christopher"
<Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, Gail Adams <gail_adams@ios.doi.gov>, "Sadeghzadeh, Kaveh C"
<kcsadegh@blm.gov>, "Haze, Pam K" <Pam_Haze@ios.doi.gov>, "Flanagan, Denise A."
<Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov>, Ann DeBlasi <amdeblas@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Timothy
Spisak <tspisak@blm.gov>, David Quick <d55quick@blm.gov>, Meredith Black <mcblack@blm.gov>, Elizabeth
Rieben <erieben@blm.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Aristotle Evia <aevia@blm.gov>, Tommy
Beaudreau <tommy_beaudreau@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Eric Olson
<ecolson@blm.gov>, Beverly Winston <bwinston@blm.gov>, Celina Cunningham <celina_cunningham@ios.doi.gov>,
John Ruhs <jruhs@blm.gov>, Joshua Hanson <j1hanson@blm.gov>, Jamie Connell <jconnell@blm.gov>, Mitch
Snow <ksnow@blm.gov>, Ray Brady <rbrady@blm.gov>, Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Steven Feldgus
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>

Please note:  This early alert has limited DOI OCO, OCL, PMD, ASLM and BLM Distribution.  This is an
internal work ing document and not intended for external distribution.

Early Alert

To:                   WO BLM/DOI Officials

From:               BLM CO State Office

Through:          Division Chief, WO Public Affairs 

Subject:           SG Interests submits additional lease suspension requests for Thompson Divide

What:               SG Interests has submitted lease suspension requests for an additional two oil and gas
leases in the Thompson Divide. These two leases were recently acquired by SG Interests from Encana and are
within the proposed Lake Ridge Unit. SG Interests had previously submitted suspension requests in February
for 16 leases included in the proposed Lake Ridge unit.

Who:                SG Interests in a Houston-based company that holds oil and gas leases in the Thompson
Divide area of central Colorado.  

Where:             Thompson Divide is west of Carbondale, Colo., and includes lands in Garfield, Pitkin,
Gunnison and Mesa counties.

When:              The lease suspensions were received Thursday, March 28. SG Interests officially acquired the
two additional leases from Encana on March 1, 2013.

Background:   SG Interests has a pending unitization request in the Thompson Divide called the Lake Ridge
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Unit Proposal, which was submitted to BLM in May 2011 and includes 18 leases. Most of the leases are set to
expire May 31, 2013. Several others, including the two recently acquired leases, expire later this summer. The
company requests the leases be suspended until the U.S. Forest Service and BLM complete environmental
reviews (NEPA) of development proposals. In recent months, SG Interests submitted six applications for permit
to drill (APDs). BLM is reviewing the drilling plans for the APDs while the USFS is reviewing the surface-use
plans. To date the APDs are not considered complete and the company has been issued notices of deficiency
letters. Once the APDs are complete, the USFS will prepare an environmental assessment, a process they
say could take up to two years. Lease suspension requests are also pending for Ursa Resources, which
submitted the request for its seven leases in Thompson Divide in Februrary. Ursa also has a pending
unitization request for these seven leases submitted in October, 2012. The leases involved are on White River
National Forest surface; no BLM surface is involved. The APD submissions, unitization requests and lease
suspension requests have generated heavy local media coverage. Recently Colorado Governor John
Hickenlooper stated he was opposed to oil and gas development in the area, but acknowledged that the leases
were valid existing rights. Colorado Senator Michael Bennet proposed legislation to withdraw Thompson Divide
from mineral entry. That bill would also recognize valid existing rights. 

Contact:          Helen Hankins, State Director, 303-239-3700  



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Revised Versions of SG and Ursa Suspensions Responses

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has="Lake Ridge Unit"&as_subset=all&as_within=1y&search=adv&th=13dcccd72f86049a 1/1

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Revised Versions of SG and Ursa Suspensions Responses
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:10 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Steve:  Following up on our conversation on Friday, I am attaching revised drafts of both
suspension letters. 

 This draft reflects editorial input from Jack, me and my staff.  

If you want to discuss it today, call me at .  I hope to be out of sick bay and
back at the office tomorrow.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

2 attachments

thompson divide - draft Ursa suspension decision_4-2-13 (clean).docx
126K

thompson divide - draft SG suspension decision_4-2-13 (clean).docx
130K
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   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

April XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
SG Interests I, Ltd 
Attn: Robert H. Guinn II 
100 Waugh Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77007   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66687, 

COC66688, COC66689, COC66690, COC66691, COC 66692, COC66693, COC66694, 
COC66695, COC66696, COC66697, COC66698, COC66699, COC66700, COC66701, and 
COC66702, Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Mr. Guinn: 
 
This letter responds to SG Interests I, Ltd’s (SG) February 12, 2013 request for suspension of operations 
and production for the above-referenced federal oil and gas leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national 
forest systems lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject 
federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with 
ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request for suspension, SG asserts that suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by 
providing additional time for: “1) BLM to conduct a leasing decision NEPA [National Environmental 
Policy Act] analysis on the Leases; 2) BLM to issue the amended Lake Ridge Unit approval and complete 
an APD [application for permit to drill] NEPA analysis on the Unit obligation well(s) and any APD 
outside the Unit or, if no Unit is formed, for BLM to complete NEPA on all of the Lease APDs; and 3) 
SG to explore negotiations with [local government and interested parties] in a good faith attempt to 
address their concerns.”  
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “for 
the purpose of encouraging the greatest ultimate recovery” of minerals, to suspend operations and 
production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby extend the term of the 
lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 provides that the Secretary 
may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  BLM implementing 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all operations and production 
may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of conservation of natural 
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resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed necessary by the 
appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources”).   
 
The decision whether to grant a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. The 
BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is vested 
with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 161 
IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, as 
such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed Section 39 
as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APDs is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
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In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
BLM has identified a NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that defect makes the Leases voidable at the 
discretion of the BLM based on supporting remedial analysis.  See Conner v. Burford, 848 F.2d 1441, 
1451, 1454 (9th Cir. 1988) (indicating that leases issued without NEPA and ESA compliance were 
voidable by contemplating that BLM would later those procedural requirements and decide whether the 
leases should have been issued); Clayton W. Williams, Jr., 103 IBLA 192, 210-11 (1988) (characterizing 
as “voidable” any lease issued in violation of a procedural requirement, such as NEPA, which does not 
compel any particular decision).  See also Pennaco Energy v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 377 F.3d 1147, 
1155-56 (10th Cir. 2004) (noting that the BLM would correct a deficient pre-leasing NEPA analysis 
without cancellation of the leases at issue).    
 
We find no prohibition, neither under the MLA, its implementing regulations, BLM guidance, nor 
interpretive case law, in suspending an onshore oil and gas lease that, through no fault of a lessee or bona 
fide purchaser, was sold and issued without adherence to the agency’s procedural obligations.  In fact, 
suspension is generally the initial and preferred first step in remedying a procedural fault in issuing a 
federal oil and gas lease and assuring the prevention of environmental harm.  Repeatedly, federal courts 
have implicitly endorsed suspension in like cases.  See, e.g, Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 
1223, 1230 (9th Cir. 1988) (finding that injunction rather than lease cancellation is appropriate remedy for 
procedural violations at lease issuance); Northern Cheyenne Tribe v. Hodel, 851 F.2d 1152, 1154-55 (9th 
Cir. 1988) (concluding that district court properly amended an injunction to provide for the suspension, 
but not cancellation, of coal leases issued in violation of NEPA and other legal requirements);  Mont. 
Wilderness Ass’n v. Fry, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1032, 1038 (D. Mont. 2006) (concluding that despite an 
inadequate pre-leasing environmental analysis, a balance of the equities warranted suspending 
development of leases pending completion of remedial NEPA analysis).  The BLM has the authority to 
direct suspensions to remedy procedural defects at lease issuance, even if no operational proposals are 
before the agency, and finds no prohibition to assenting to suspension in response to a request for 
suspension in like circumstances. 
 
Lease suspension under these circumstances is consistent with the more general principle that suspensions 
are typically warranted when agency-created delays in completing necessary environmental analysis 
prohibit beneficial use.  Savoy Energy, 178 IBLA at 322-23; BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.  In this 
instance, additional environmental analysis addressing the leasing decision will help assure that all 
potential environmental impacts associated with issuance of the leases are fully analyzed pursuant to 
NEPA procedures.  Additional environmental analysis will assist BLM in identifying whether the leases 
should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific development 
proposals.  Therefore, suspension of the leases to perform additional environmental analysis on the 
leasing decision is in the interest of conservation and is warranted due to the abnormal delays in acting on 
the unit application and in processing and issuing decisions on APDs caused by the BLM’s need for that 
additional analysis.  Cf., NevDak Oil and Exploration, Inc., 104 IBLA 133, 138 (1988) (indicating that 
suspension would be in the interest of conservation for purposes of Section 39 if it would “permit BLM to 
determine how to best protect other resources”).    
  
Interested parties have also argued that SG has not shown diligent efforts to develop the Leases and that 
the BLM cannot approve a suspension of operations and production unless a complete APD has been filed 
and approved on a lease.  Commentors note that the BLM Manual provides a policy that suspensions will 
only be given in the interest of conservation of natural resources or in a force majeure case, “and when the 
lessee has diligently pursued lease development and has timely filed an application for suspension.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.   The BLM Manual also states that “[t]he suspension application must be 
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preceded by a request from the operator to conduct leasehold activities.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A.  The 
applicant requesting suspension must document its reasons in support of its request, and “should include 
evidence that activity has been attempted on the lease such as filing a Notice of Staking or an APD and 
the activity has been stopped by actions beyond the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The 
manual lists as an example of circumstances when suspension is not normally granted as the case where 
APDs are “submitted incomplete or untimely (less than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-
10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to grant suspensions of operations and production in the 
interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
Under the unique circumstances of this situation, the full record shows that SG has made adequate efforts 
at development sufficient to warrant a suspension while the BLM completes corrective NEPA work to 
determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures.  
The Leases were proposed for unitization in May 2011, approximately two years prior to the Leases’ 
expiration dates.  After initial review, the BLM had found no geologic basis for denying the unit 
application.  Furthermore, after amendment of the application in March 2012 to remove un-leased federal 
acreage, the application is considered complete.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit application was 
delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in comment from 
interested parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed pending 
completion of corrective NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
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unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   
The lack of an approved unit agreement will not, own its own, operate to bar a lessee from fulfilling lease 
responsibilities, and therefore by itself is ordinarily an insufficient reason for a suspension.  See 43 C.F.R. 
§ 3104.1(f); Lario Oil & Gas Co., 92 IBLA 46, 51 (1986); Jack J. Grynberg, 88 IBLA 330, 335 (1985).  
In this case, SG’s submission of the proposed unit agreement is not, on its own, a sufficient demonstration 
of diligent efforts to develop the Leases.  As of this date, however, SG has submitted APDs for six of the 
Leases, the processing and decisions of which will be delayed until completion of additional 
environmental analysis associated with the leasing decisions.  Due to the unusual delay in acting on the 
unit application, the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis 
addressing the leasing decisions, and SG’s attempt to address environmental issues with interested parties, 
the BLM finds that SG’s submission of the unit request and the six APDs is sufficient to demonstrate 
adequate diligence in developing the Leases.  BLM has not acted on, and has communicated to SG that it 
will not act on the unit application (or any APDs) until additional NEPA analysis is completed to address 
the leasing decisions and determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to 
additional mitigation measures.  The outcome of that analysis and of SG’s negotiations with third parties 
may affect the decision on the unit application and the APDs.  Given the unusual circumstances presented 
here, the submission of additional APDs would be inefficient and would not significantly further the 
interests of conservation of natural resources.  See River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA at 243 (endorsing 
BLM’s conclusion that where BLM had clearly communicated that no oil and gas activities would be 
allowed in an area until completion of an EIS, the filing of individual APDs “to establish a record would 
be unwarranted since the actions applied for would not be approved.”)   Accordingly, the BLM concludes 
that it would be unreasonable and inefficient for SG to submit APDs for all the Leases solely for the 
purpose building a record in support of a suspension request.       
 
The BLM Manual directs the BLM to consider each case for suspension on its own merit.1  3160-
10.06.2.21.B.  The BLM finds that in consideration of the totality of the circumstances of this unique case 
(submission of the proposed unit agreement, the BLM’s unusual delay in acting on the unit application, 
                                                           
1 For example, certain commentors note that in December 2012 the BLM, Colorado River Valley Field 
Office denied a request for suspension of operations and production for an oil and gas lease from 
WillSource Enterprise LLC (WillSource).  In that request, WillSource provided as grounds for suspension 
that it suffered unavoidable delays due to U.S. Forest Service road requirements and a lack of a product 
market and pipeline concerns.  The BLM denied the request because 1) as a factual matter the road 
requirements did not deny access to the only well on the lease, and 2) market access is not considered 
sufficient justification for a suspension in the interest of conservation.  Hence, in that decision the BLM 
noted that neither the BLM nor the Forest Service had denied WillSource beneficial use of the lease, as 
claimed, and found that there was no justification to grant a suspension of operations and production.  
Here, SG has supplied very different reasons for suspension based on the unique circumstances of the 
Leases.  As directed by the BLM Manual, the BLM has reached its decision on SG’s request by 
considering the specific facts of this case.   
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This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by SG and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 



   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

March XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
Ursa Piceance LLC 
1050 17th St., Suite 2400 
Denver, CO  80265   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66706, 

COC66707, COC66708, COC66709, COC66710, COC 66711, and COC66712, Garfield, Pitkin, 
and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Sirs: 
 
This letter responds to the letter dated February 19, 2013 in which Antero Resources Piceance 
Corporation and Ursa Piceance LLC (Ursa) request a suspension of operations and production for the 
above-referenced leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national forest systems lands managed by the U.S. 
Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River 
Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold 
and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request, Ursa identified the need for suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by  
providing additional time for: 1) pending settlement discussions between Ursa and an organization that 
wishes to purchase the Leases or otherwise limit further development on the Leases, 2) BLM’s plan to 
conduct an additional analysis of the Leases under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) if Ursa 
notifies the BLM that negotiations are not successful, and 3) the possible need for additional NEPA 
analysis on applications for permits to drill (APDs). 
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “for 
the purpose of encouraging the greatest ultimate recovery” of minerals, to suspend operations and 
production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby extend the term of the 
lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 provides that the Secretary 
may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  BLM implementing 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all operations and production 
may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed necessary by the 
appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources”).   
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The decision whether to grant a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. The 
BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is vested 
with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 161 
IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, 
as such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed 
Section 39 as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by Ursa, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that Ursa has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APD is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
 
In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
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BLM has identified a procedural NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that defect makes the Leases 
voidable at the discretion of the BLM based on supporting remedial analysis.  See Conner v. Burford, 848 
F.2d 1441, 1451, 1454 (9th Cir. 1988) (indicating that leases issued without NEPA and ESA compliance 
were voidable by contemplating that BLM would later those procedural requirements and decide whether 
the leases should have been issued); Clayton W. Williams, Jr., 103 IBLA 192, 210-11 (1988) 
(characterizing as “voidable” any lease issued in violation of a procedural requirement, such as NEPA, 
which does not compel any particular decision).  See also Pennaco Energy v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
377 F.3d 1147, 1155-56 (10th Cir. 2004) (noting that the BLM would correct a deficient pre-leasing 
NEPA analysis without cancellation of the leases at issue).    
 
We find no prohibition, neither under the MLA, its implementing regulations, BLM guidance, nor 
interpretive case law, in suspending an onshore oil and gas lease that, through no fault of a lessee or bona 
fide purchaser, was sold and issued without adherence to the agency’s procedural obligations.  In fact, 
suspension is generally the initial and preferred first step in remedying a procedural fault in issuing a 
federal oil and gas lease and assuring the prevention of environmental harm.  Repeatedly, federal courts 
have implicitly endorsed suspension in like cases.  See, e.g, Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 
1223, 1230 (9th Cir. 1988) (finding that injunction rather than lease cancellation is appropriate remedy for 
procedural violations at lease issuance); Northern Cheyenne Tribe v. Hodel, 851 F.2d 1152, 1154-55 (9th 
Cir. 1988) (concluding that district court properly amended an injunction to provide for the suspension, 
but not cancellation, of coal leases issued in violation of NEPA and other legal requirements);  Mont. 
Wilderness Ass’n v. Fry, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1032, 1038 (D. Mont. 2006) (concluding that despite an 
inadequate pre-leasing environmental analysis, a balance of the equities warranted suspending 
development of leases pending completion of remedial NEPA analysis).  The BLM has the authority to 
direct suspensions to remedy procedural defects at lease issuance, even if no operational proposals are 
before the agency, and finds no prohibition to assenting to suspension in response to a request for 
suspension in like circumstances. 
 
Lease suspension under these circumstances is consistent with the more general principle that suspensions 
are typically warranted when agency-created delays in completing necessary environmental analysis 
prohibit beneficial use.  Savoy Energy, 178 IBLA at 322-23; BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.  In this 
instance, additional environmental analysis addressing the leasing decision will help assure that all 
potential environmental impacts associated with issuance of the leases are fully analyzed pursuant to 
NEPA procedures.  Additional environmental analysis will assist BLM in identifying whether the leases 
should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific development 
proposals.  Therefore, suspension of the leases to perform additional environmental analysis on the 
leasing decision is in the interest of conservation and is warranted due to the abnormal delays in acting on 
the unit application and in processing and issuing decisions on any APDs caused by the BLM’s need for 
that additional analysis.  Cf., NevDak Oil and Exploration, Inc., 104 IBLA 133, 138 (1988) (indicating 
that suspension would be in the interest of conservation for purposes of Section 39 if it would “permit 
BLM to determine how to best protect other resources”).    
 
Interested parties have also argued that Ursa has not shown diligent efforts to develop the Leases and that 
the BLM cannot approve a suspension of operations and production unless a complete APD has been filed 
and approved on a lease.  Commentors note that the BLM Manual provides a policy that suspensions will 
only be given in the interest of conservation of natural resources or in a force majeure case, “and when the 
lessee has diligently pursued lease development and has timely filed an application for suspension.”  316-
10.06.  The BLM Manual also states that “[t]he suspension application must be preceded by a request 
from the operator to conduct leasehold activities.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A.  The applicant requesting 
suspension must document its reasons in support of its request, and “should include evidence that activity 
has been attempted on the lease such as filing a Notice of Staking or an APD and the activity has been 
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stopped by actions beyond the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The manual lists as an example 
of circumstances when suspension is not normally granted as the case where APDs are “submitted 
incomplete or untimely (less than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to grant suspensions of operations and production in the 
interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
Under the unique circumstances of this situation, the full record shows that the Ursa has made adequate 
efforts at development sufficient to warrant a suspension while the BLM completes corrective NEPA 
work to determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation 
measures.  The Leases were proposed for unitization in August 2012.   After initial review, the BLM had 
found no geologic basis for denying the unit application.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit application 
was delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in comment from 
interest parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed pending 
completion of corrective NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
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additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   
The lack of an approved unit agreement will not, own its own, operate to bar a lessee from fulfilling lease 
responsibilities, and therefore by itself is ordinarily an insufficient reason for a suspension.  See 43 CFR 
3104.1(f); Lario Oil & Gas Co., 92 IBLA 46, 51 (1986); Jack J. Grynberg, 88 IBLA 330, 335 (1985).  In 
this case, Ursa’s submission of the proposed unit agreement is not, on its own, a sufficient demonstration 
of diligent efforts to develop the Leases.  As of this date, however, Ursa has submitted a complete APD 
for the unit obligation well, the decision on which will be delayed until completion of additional 
environmental analysis associated with the leasing decisions.  Due to the unusual delay in acting on the 
unit application, the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis 
addressing the leasing decisions, and Ursa’s attempt to address environmental issues with interested 
parties, the BLM finds that Ursa’s submission of the unit request and proposed obligation well APD 
sufficient to demonstrate adequate diligence in developing the Leases.  BLM has not acted on, and has 
communicated to Ursa that it will not act on the unit application (or any APDs) until additional NEPA 
analysis is completed to address the leasing decisions and determine whether the Leases should be voided, 
reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures.  The outcomes of that analysis and of Ursa’s 
negotiations with third parties may affect the decision on the unit application and the APD.  Given the 
unusual circumstances presented here, the submission of additional APDs would be inefficient and would 
not significantly further the interests of conservation of natural resources.  See River Gas Corporation, 
149 IBLA at 243 (endorsing BLM’s conclusion that where BLM had clearly communicated that no oil 
and gas activities would be allowed in an area until completion of an EIS, the filing of individual APDs 
“to establish a record would be unwarranted since the actions applied for would not be approved.”)   
Accordingly, the BLM concludes that it would be unreasonable and inefficient for Ursa to submit APDs 
for all the Leases solely for the purpose building a record in support of a suspension request.       
 
The BLM Manual directs the BLM to consider each case for suspension on its own merit.1  3160-
10.06.2.21.B.  The BLM finds that in consideration of the totality of the circumstances of this unique case 
(submission of the proposed unit agreement, the BLM’s unusual delay in acting on the unit application, 
the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis addressing the 
leasing decisions, Ursa’s efforts to negotiate with interested parties on environmental issues with the 
Leases, and the submission of a complete APD), Ursa has demonstrated sufficient diligence and intent to 
develop all the Leases sufficient to warrant a suspension so that the BLM may complete environmental 
analysis to assist in determining whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed, or subject to additional 
mitigation measures prior to development.   
                                                           
1 For example, certain commentors note that in December 2012 the BLM, Colorado River Valley Field 
Office denied a request for suspension of operations and production for an oil and gas lease from 
WillSource Enterprise LLC (WillSource).  In that request, WillSource provided as grounds for suspension 
that it suffered unavoidable delays due to U.S. Forest Service road requirements and a lack of a product 
market and pipeline concerns.  The BLM denied the request because 1) as a factual matter the road 
requirements did not deny access to the only well on the lease, and 2) market access is not considered 
sufficient justification for a suspension in the interest of conservation.  Hence, in that decision the BLM 
noted that neither the BLM nor the Forest Service had denied WillSource beneficial use of the lease, as 
claimed, and found that there was no justification to grant a suspension of operations and production.  
Here, Ursa has supplied very different reasons for suspension based on the unique circumstances of the 
Leases.   As directed by the BLM Manual, the BLM has reached its decision on Ursa’s request by 
considering the specific facts of this case.     
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An important factor supporting suspension in this case is the fact that Ursa is engaged in negotiations with 
local government and interested parties to address environmental concerns with the leases, including the 
potential purchase and retirement of the leases for conservation purposes.  The outcome of these 
discussions would affect the leasing decision and site-specific NEPA analysis to be conducted for the 
Leases.  A lessee’s negotiation with third parties may not, by itself, provide sufficient reasons for granting 
suspension.  Cf., TNT Oil Co., 134 IBLA 201, 203 (1995) (affirming BLM’s rejection of lessee’s rationale 
for suspension due to ongoing negotiations as without foundation in fact).  In this case, however, Ursa’s 
attempts to negotiate with interested parties over environmental issues with the leases is one factor among 
several supporting a finding that is suspension is in the interest of conservation.  The BLM finds that 
suspending leases to allow for additional time to allow for negotiations to address environmental 
concerns, and which would affect the scope of NEPA analysis, is in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources.   
 
For the foregoing reasons, and in consideration of applicable laws, regulations, and guidance; and the 
totality of the circumstances, the BLM finds that the requested suspensions are in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.  Accordingly, the BLM hereby approves Ursa’s suspensions pursuant 
to Section 39 of the MLA, 30 USC 209; 43 C.F.R. 3103.4 and 3165.1; and BLM Manual 3160-10.  In 
making this decision, the BLM has also considered comment from interested parties, although all such 
comment may not be expressly addressed herein.   
 
These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed. The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  Ursa 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 
preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 
This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by Ursa and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
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Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 

 
Add Antero 
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Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
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Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

April XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
SG Interests I, Ltd 
Attn: Robert H. Guinn II 
100 Waugh Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77007   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66687, 

COC66688, COC66689, COC66690, COC66691, COC 66692, COC66693, COC66694, 
COC66695, COC66696, COC66697, COC66698, COC66699, COC66700, COC66701, and 
COC66702, Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Mr. Guinn: 
 
This letter responds to SG Interests I, Ltd’s (SG) February 12, 2013 request for suspension of operations 
and production for the above-referenced federal oil and gas leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national 
forest systems lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject 
federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with 
ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request for suspension, SG asserts that suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by 
providing additional time for: “1) BLM to conduct a leasing decision NEPA [National Environmental 
Policy Act] analysis on the Leases; 2) BLM to issue the amended Lake Ridge Unit approval and complete 
an APD [application for permit to drill] NEPA analysis on the Unit obligation well(s) and any APD 
outside the Unit or, if no Unit is formed, for BLM to complete NEPA on all of the Lease APDs; and 3) 
SG to explore negotiations with [local government and interested parties] in a good faith attempt to 
address their concerns.”  
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “for 
the purpose of encouraging the greatest ultimate recovery” of minerals, to suspend operations and 
production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby extend the term of the 
lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 provides that the Secretary 
may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  BLM implementing 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all operations and production 
may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of conservation of natural 
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resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed necessary by the 
appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources”).   
 
The decision whether to grant a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. The 
BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is vested 
with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 161 
IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, as 
such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed Section 39 
as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APDs is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
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In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
BLM has identified a NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that defect makes the Leases voidable at the 
discretion of the BLM based on supporting remedial analysis.  See Conner v. Burford, 848 F.2d 1441, 
1451, 1454 (9th Cir. 1988) (indicating that leases issued without NEPA and ESA compliance were 
voidable by contemplating that BLM would later those procedural requirements and decide whether the 
leases should have been issued); Clayton W. Williams, Jr., 103 IBLA 192, 210-11 (1988) (characterizing 
as “voidable” any lease issued in violation of a procedural requirement, such as NEPA, which does not 
compel any particular decision).  See also Pennaco Energy v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 377 F.3d 1147, 
1155-56 (10th Cir. 2004) (noting that the BLM would correct a deficient pre-leasing NEPA analysis 
without cancellation of the leases at issue).    
 
We find no prohibition, neither under the MLA, its implementing regulations, BLM guidance, nor 
interpretive case law, in suspending an onshore oil and gas lease that, through no fault of a lessee or bona 
fide purchaser, was sold and issued without adherence to the agency’s procedural obligations.  In fact, 
suspension is generally the initial and preferred first step in remedying a procedural fault in issuing a 
federal oil and gas lease and assuring the prevention of environmental harm.  Repeatedly, federal courts 
have implicitly endorsed suspension in like cases.  See, e.g, Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 
1223, 1230 (9th Cir. 1988) (finding that injunction rather than lease cancellation is appropriate remedy for 
procedural violations at lease issuance); Northern Cheyenne Tribe v. Hodel, 851 F.2d 1152, 1154-55 (9th 
Cir. 1988) (concluding that district court properly amended an injunction to provide for the suspension, 
but not cancellation, of coal leases issued in violation of NEPA and other legal requirements);  Mont. 
Wilderness Ass’n v. Fry, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1032, 1038 (D. Mont. 2006) (concluding that despite an 
inadequate pre-leasing environmental analysis, a balance of the equities warranted suspending 
development of leases pending completion of remedial NEPA analysis).  The BLM has the authority to 
direct suspensions to remedy procedural defects at lease issuance, even if no operational proposals are 
before the agency, and finds no prohibition to assenting to suspension in response to a request for 
suspension in like circumstances. 
 
Lease suspension under these circumstances is consistent with the more general principle that suspensions 
are typically warranted when agency-created delays in completing necessary environmental analysis 
prohibit beneficial use.  Savoy Energy, 178 IBLA at 322-23; BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.  In this 
instance, additional environmental analysis addressing the leasing decision will help assure that all 
potential environmental impacts associated with issuance of the leases are fully analyzed pursuant to 
NEPA procedures.  Additional environmental analysis will assist BLM in identifying whether the leases 
should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific development 
proposals.  Therefore, suspension of the leases to perform additional environmental analysis on the 
leasing decision is in the interest of conservation and is warranted due to the abnormal delays in acting on 
the unit application and in processing and issuing decisions on APDs caused by the BLM’s need for that 
additional analysis.  Cf., NevDak Oil and Exploration, Inc., 104 IBLA 133, 138 (1988) (indicating that 
suspension would be in the interest of conservation for purposes of Section 39 if it would “permit BLM to 
determine how to best protect other resources”).    
  
Interested parties have also argued that SG has not shown diligent efforts to develop the Leases and that 
the BLM cannot approve a suspension of operations and production unless a complete APD has been filed 
and approved on a lease.  Commentors note that the BLM Manual provides a policy that suspensions will 
only be given in the interest of conservation of natural resources or in a force majeure case, “and when the 
lessee has diligently pursued lease development and has timely filed an application for suspension.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.   The BLM Manual also states that “[t]he suspension application must be 
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preceded by a request from the operator to conduct leasehold activities.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A.  The 
applicant requesting suspension must document its reasons in support of its request, and “should include 
evidence that activity has been attempted on the lease such as filing a Notice of Staking or an APD and 
the activity has been stopped by actions beyond the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The 
manual lists as an example of circumstances when suspension is not normally granted as the case where 
APDs are “submitted incomplete or untimely (less than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-
10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to grant suspensions of operations and production in the 
interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
Under the unique circumstances of this situation, the full record shows that SG has made adequate efforts 
at development sufficient to warrant a suspension while the BLM completes corrective NEPA work to 
determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures.  
The Leases were proposed for unitization in May 2011, approximately two years prior to the Leases’ 
expiration dates.  After initial review, the BLM had found no geologic basis for denying the unit 
application.  Furthermore, after amendment of the application in March 2012 to remove un-leased federal 
acreage, the application is considered complete.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit application was 
delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in comment from 
interested parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed pending 
completion of corrective NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
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unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   
The lack of an approved unit agreement will not, own its own, operate to bar a lessee from fulfilling lease 
responsibilities, and therefore by itself is ordinarily an insufficient reason for a suspension.  See 43 C.F.R. 
§ 3104.1(f); Lario Oil & Gas Co., 92 IBLA 46, 51 (1986); Jack J. Grynberg, 88 IBLA 330, 335 (1985).  
In this case, SG’s submission of the proposed unit agreement is not, on its own, a sufficient demonstration 
of diligent efforts to develop the Leases.  As of this date, however, SG has submitted APDs for six of the 
Leases, the processing and decisions of which will be delayed until completion of additional 
environmental analysis associated with the leasing decisions.  Due to the unusual delay in acting on the 
unit application, the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis 
addressing the leasing decisions, and SG’s attempt to address environmental issues with interested parties, 
the BLM finds that SG’s submission of the unit request and the six APDs is sufficient to demonstrate 
adequate diligence in developing the Leases.  BLM has not acted on, and has communicated to SG that it 
will not act on the unit application (or any APDs) until additional NEPA analysis is completed to address 
the leasing decisions and determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to 
additional mitigation measures.  The outcome of that analysis and of SG’s negotiations with third parties 
may affect the decision on the unit application and the APDs.  Given the unusual circumstances presented 
here, the submission of additional APDs would be inefficient and would not significantly further the 
interests of conservation of natural resources.  See River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA at 243 (endorsing 
BLM’s conclusion that where BLM had clearly communicated that no oil and gas activities would be 
allowed in an area until completion of an EIS, the filing of individual APDs “to establish a record would 
be unwarranted since the actions applied for would not be approved.”)   Accordingly, the BLM concludes 
that it would be unreasonable and inefficient for SG to submit APDs for all the Leases solely for the 
purpose building a record in support of a suspension request.       
 
The BLM Manual directs the BLM to consider each case for suspension on its own merit.1  3160-
10.06.2.21.B.  The BLM finds that in consideration of the totality of the circumstances of this unique case 
(submission of the proposed unit agreement, the BLM’s unusual delay in acting on the unit application, 
                                                           
1 For example, certain commentors note that in December 2012 the BLM, Colorado River Valley Field 
Office denied a request for suspension of operations and production for an oil and gas lease from 
WillSource Enterprise LLC (WillSource).  In that request, WillSource provided as grounds for suspension 
that it suffered unavoidable delays due to U.S. Forest Service road requirements and a lack of a product 
market and pipeline concerns.  The BLM denied the request because 1) as a factual matter the road 
requirements did not deny access to the only well on the lease, and 2) market access is not considered 
sufficient justification for a suspension in the interest of conservation.  Hence, in that decision the BLM 
noted that neither the BLM nor the Forest Service had denied WillSource beneficial use of the lease, as 
claimed, and found that there was no justification to grant a suspension of operations and production.  
Here, SG has supplied very different reasons for suspension based on the unique circumstances of the 
Leases.  As directed by the BLM Manual, the BLM has reached its decision on SG’s request by 
considering the specific facts of this case.   
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the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis addressing the 
leasing decisions, SG’s efforts to negotiate with interested parties on environmental issues with the 
Leases, and the submission of APDs on several of the leases), SG has demonstrated sufficient diligence 
and intent to develop all the Leases sufficient to warrant a suspension so that the BLM may complete 
environmental analysis to assist it in determining whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or 
subject to additional mitigation measures prior to development.  
 
An important factor supporting suspension in this case is the fact that SG is engaged in negotiations with 
local government and interested parties to address environmental concerns with the leases.  Through 
discussions with SG and interested parties, BLM has learned that negotiations involve potential purchase 
and retirement of the leases for conservation purposes.  The outcome of these discussions would affect the 
leasing decision and site-specific NEPA analysis to be conducted for the Leases.  A lessee’s negotiation 
with third parties may not, by itself, provide sufficient reasons for granting suspension.  Cf., TNT Oil Co., 
134 IBLA 201, 203 (1995) (affirming BLM’s rejection of lessee’s rationale for suspension due to ongoing 
negotiations as without foundation in fact).  In this case, however, SG’s attempts to negotiate with 
interested parties over environmental issues with the leases is one factor among several supporting a 
finding that is suspension is in the interest of conservation.  The BLM finds that suspending leases to 
allow for additional time to allow for negotiations to address environmental concerns, and which would 
affect the scope of NEPA analysis, is in the interest of conservation of natural resources.   
 
For the foregoing reasons, and in consideration of applicable laws, regulations, and guidance; and the 
totality of the circumstances, the BLM finds that the requested suspensions are in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.  Accordingly, the BLM hereby approves SG’s suspensions pursuant to 
Section 39 of the MLA, 30 U.S.C. 209; 43 C.F.R. 3103.4 and 3165.1; and BLM Manual 3160-10.  In 
making this decision, the BLM has also considered comment from interested parties, although all such 
comment may not be expressly addressed herein.   
 
These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed.  The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  SG 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 
preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 
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This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by SG and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 



   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

March XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
Ursa Piceance LLC 
1050 17th St., Suite 2400 
Denver, CO  80265   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66706, 

COC66707, COC66708, COC66709, COC66710, COC 66711, and COC66712, Garfield, Pitkin, 
and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Sirs: 
 
This letter responds to the letter dated February 19, 2013 in which Antero Resources Piceance 
Corporation and Ursa Piceance LLC (Ursa) request a suspension of operations and production for the 
above-referenced leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national forest systems lands managed by the U.S. 
Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River 
Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold 
and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request, Ursa identified the need for suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by  
providing additional time for: 1) pending settlement discussions between Ursa and an organization that 
wishes to purchase the Leases or otherwise limit further development on the Leases, 2) BLM’s plan to 
conduct an additional analysis of the Leases under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) if Ursa 
notifies the BLM that negotiations are not successful, and 3) the possible need for additional NEPA 
analysis on applications for permits to drill (APDs). 
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “for 
the purpose of encouraging the greatest ultimate recovery” of minerals, to suspend operations and 
production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby extend the term of the 
lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 provides that the Secretary 
may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  BLM implementing 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all operations and production 
may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed necessary by the 
appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources”).   
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The decision whether to grant a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. The 
BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is vested 
with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 161 
IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, 
as such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed 
Section 39 as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by Ursa, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that Ursa has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APD is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   
 
In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
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BLM has identified a procedural NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that defect makes the Leases 
voidable at the discretion of the BLM based on supporting remedial analysis.  See Conner v. Burford, 848 
F.2d 1441, 1451, 1454 (9th Cir. 1988) (indicating that leases issued without NEPA and ESA compliance 
were voidable by contemplating that BLM would later those procedural requirements and decide whether 
the leases should have been issued); Clayton W. Williams, Jr., 103 IBLA 192, 210-11 (1988) 
(characterizing as “voidable” any lease issued in violation of a procedural requirement, such as NEPA, 
which does not compel any particular decision).  See also Pennaco Energy v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
377 F.3d 1147, 1155-56 (10th Cir. 2004) (noting that the BLM would correct a deficient pre-leasing 
NEPA analysis without cancellation of the leases at issue).    
 
We find no prohibition, neither under the MLA, its implementing regulations, BLM guidance, nor 
interpretive case law, in suspending an onshore oil and gas lease that, through no fault of a lessee or bona 
fide purchaser, was sold and issued without adherence to the agency’s procedural obligations.  In fact, 
suspension is generally the initial and preferred first step in remedying a procedural fault in issuing a 
federal oil and gas lease and assuring the prevention of environmental harm.  Repeatedly, federal courts 
have implicitly endorsed suspension in like cases.  See, e.g, Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 
1223, 1230 (9th Cir. 1988) (finding that injunction rather than lease cancellation is appropriate remedy for 
procedural violations at lease issuance); Northern Cheyenne Tribe v. Hodel, 851 F.2d 1152, 1154-55 (9th 
Cir. 1988) (concluding that district court properly amended an injunction to provide for the suspension, 
but not cancellation, of coal leases issued in violation of NEPA and other legal requirements);  Mont. 
Wilderness Ass’n v. Fry, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1032, 1038 (D. Mont. 2006) (concluding that despite an 
inadequate pre-leasing environmental analysis, a balance of the equities warranted suspending 
development of leases pending completion of remedial NEPA analysis).  The BLM has the authority to 
direct suspensions to remedy procedural defects at lease issuance, even if no operational proposals are 
before the agency, and finds no prohibition to assenting to suspension in response to a request for 
suspension in like circumstances. 
 
Lease suspension under these circumstances is consistent with the more general principle that suspensions 
are typically warranted when agency-created delays in completing necessary environmental analysis 
prohibit beneficial use.  Savoy Energy, 178 IBLA at 322-23; BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.  In this 
instance, additional environmental analysis addressing the leasing decision will help assure that all 
potential environmental impacts associated with issuance of the leases are fully analyzed pursuant to 
NEPA procedures.  Additional environmental analysis will assist BLM in identifying whether the leases 
should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific development 
proposals.  Therefore, suspension of the leases to perform additional environmental analysis on the 
leasing decision is in the interest of conservation and is warranted due to the abnormal delays in acting on 
the unit application and in processing and issuing decisions on any APDs caused by the BLM’s need for 
that additional analysis.  Cf., NevDak Oil and Exploration, Inc., 104 IBLA 133, 138 (1988) (indicating 
that suspension would be in the interest of conservation for purposes of Section 39 if it would “permit 
BLM to determine how to best protect other resources”).    
 
Interested parties have also argued that Ursa has not shown diligent efforts to develop the Leases and that 
the BLM cannot approve a suspension of operations and production unless a complete APD has been filed 
and approved on a lease.  Commentors note that the BLM Manual provides a policy that suspensions will 
only be given in the interest of conservation of natural resources or in a force majeure case, “and when the 
lessee has diligently pursued lease development and has timely filed an application for suspension.”  316-
10.06.  The BLM Manual also states that “[t]he suspension application must be preceded by a request 
from the operator to conduct leasehold activities.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A.  The applicant requesting 
suspension must document its reasons in support of its request, and “should include evidence that activity 
has been attempted on the lease such as filing a Notice of Staking or an APD and the activity has been 
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stopped by actions beyond the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The manual lists as an example 
of circumstances when suspension is not normally granted as the case where APDs are “submitted 
incomplete or untimely (less than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to grant suspensions of operations and production in the 
interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
Under the unique circumstances of this situation, the full record shows that the Ursa has made adequate 
efforts at development sufficient to warrant a suspension while the BLM completes corrective NEPA 
work to determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation 
measures.  The Leases were proposed for unitization in August 2012.   After initial review, the BLM had 
found no geologic basis for denying the unit application.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit application 
was delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in comment from 
interest parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed pending 
completion of corrective NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
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additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   
The lack of an approved unit agreement will not, own its own, operate to bar a lessee from fulfilling lease 
responsibilities, and therefore by itself is ordinarily an insufficient reason for a suspension.  See 43 CFR 
3104.1(f); Lario Oil & Gas Co., 92 IBLA 46, 51 (1986); Jack J. Grynberg, 88 IBLA 330, 335 (1985).  In 
this case, Ursa’s submission of the proposed unit agreement is not, on its own, a sufficient demonstration 
of diligent efforts to develop the Leases.  As of this date, however, Ursa has submitted a complete APD 
for the unit obligation well, the decision on which will be delayed until completion of additional 
environmental analysis associated with the leasing decisions.  Due to the unusual delay in acting on the 
unit application, the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis 
addressing the leasing decisions, and Ursa’s attempt to address environmental issues with interested 
parties, the BLM finds that Ursa’s submission of the unit request and proposed obligation well APD 
sufficient to demonstrate adequate diligence in developing the Leases.  BLM has not acted on, and has 
communicated to Ursa that it will not act on the unit application (or any APDs) until additional NEPA 
analysis is completed to address the leasing decisions and determine whether the Leases should be voided, 
reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures.  The outcomes of that analysis and of Ursa’s 
negotiations with third parties may affect the decision on the unit application and the APD.  Given the 
unusual circumstances presented here, the submission of additional APDs would be inefficient and would 
not significantly further the interests of conservation of natural resources.  See River Gas Corporation, 
149 IBLA at 243 (endorsing BLM’s conclusion that where BLM had clearly communicated that no oil 
and gas activities would be allowed in an area until completion of an EIS, the filing of individual APDs 
“to establish a record would be unwarranted since the actions applied for would not be approved.”)   
Accordingly, the BLM concludes that it would be unreasonable and inefficient for Ursa to submit APDs 
for all the Leases solely for the purpose building a record in support of a suspension request.       
 
The BLM Manual directs the BLM to consider each case for suspension on its own merit.1  3160-
10.06.2.21.B.  The BLM finds that in consideration of the totality of the circumstances of this unique case 
(submission of the proposed unit agreement, the BLM’s unusual delay in acting on the unit application, 
the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis addressing the 
leasing decisions, Ursa’s efforts to negotiate with interested parties on environmental issues with the 
Leases, and the submission of a complete APD), Ursa has demonstrated sufficient diligence and intent to 
develop all the Leases sufficient to warrant a suspension so that the BLM may complete environmental 
analysis to assist in determining whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed, or subject to additional 
mitigation measures prior to development.   
                                                           
1 For example, certain commentors note that in December 2012 the BLM, Colorado River Valley Field 
Office denied a request for suspension of operations and production for an oil and gas lease from 
WillSource Enterprise LLC (WillSource).  In that request, WillSource provided as grounds for suspension 
that it suffered unavoidable delays due to U.S. Forest Service road requirements and a lack of a product 
market and pipeline concerns.  The BLM denied the request because 1) as a factual matter the road 
requirements did not deny access to the only well on the lease, and 2) market access is not considered 
sufficient justification for a suspension in the interest of conservation.  Hence, in that decision the BLM 
noted that neither the BLM nor the Forest Service had denied WillSource beneficial use of the lease, as 
claimed, and found that there was no justification to grant a suspension of operations and production.  
Here, Ursa has supplied very different reasons for suspension based on the unique circumstances of the 
Leases.   As directed by the BLM Manual, the BLM has reached its decision on Ursa’s request by 
considering the specific facts of this case.     
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An important factor supporting suspension in this case is the fact that Ursa is engaged in negotiations with 
local government and interested parties to address environmental concerns with the leases, including the 
potential purchase and retirement of the leases for conservation purposes.  The outcome of these 
discussions would affect the leasing decision and site-specific NEPA analysis to be conducted for the 
Leases.  A lessee’s negotiation with third parties may not, by itself, provide sufficient reasons for granting 
suspension.  Cf., TNT Oil Co., 134 IBLA 201, 203 (1995) (affirming BLM’s rejection of lessee’s rationale 
for suspension due to ongoing negotiations as without foundation in fact).  In this case, however, Ursa’s 
attempts to negotiate with interested parties over environmental issues with the leases is one factor among 
several supporting a finding that is suspension is in the interest of conservation.  The BLM finds that 
suspending leases to allow for additional time to allow for negotiations to address environmental 
concerns, and which would affect the scope of NEPA analysis, is in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources.   
 
For the foregoing reasons, and in consideration of applicable laws, regulations, and guidance; and the 
totality of the circumstances, the BLM finds that the requested suspensions are in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.  Accordingly, the BLM hereby approves Ursa’s suspensions pursuant 
to Section 39 of the MLA, 30 USC 209; 43 C.F.R. 3103.4 and 3165.1; and BLM Manual 3160-10.  In 
making this decision, the BLM has also considered comment from interested parties, although all such 
comment may not be expressly addressed herein.   
 
These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed. The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  Ursa 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 
preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 
This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by Ursa and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
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Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 

 
Add Antero 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 10:51 AM
To: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>, Steve Black
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.

I've attached a redline of the SG response.

On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension letters.  They
incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and BLM-CO.  From SOL's
perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is satisfied with them.  Thanks.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APDs is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   

(b) (5)
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(b) (5)



(b) (5)



(b) (5)
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These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed.  The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  SG 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 
preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 

(b) (5)
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This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by SG and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, nkornze@blm.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov, Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov

Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, 

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;
>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>> 

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>> 

>>
>> I've attached a redline of the SG response.
>>
>

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.
>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>
>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351
>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

April XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
SG Interests I, Ltd 
Attn: Robert H. Guinn II 
100 Waugh Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77007   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66687, 

COC66688, COC66689, COC66690, COC66691, COC 66692, COC66693, COC66694, 
COC66695, COC66696, COC66697, COC66698, COC66699, COC66700, COC66701, and 
COC66702, Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Mr. Guinn: 
 
This letter responds to SG Interests I, Ltd’s (SG) February 12, 2013 request for suspension of operations 
and production for the above-referenced federal oil and gas leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national 
forest systems lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject 
federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with 
ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request for suspension, SG asserts that suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by 
providing additional time for: “1) BLM to conduct a leasing decision NEPA [National Environmental 
Policy Act] analysis on the Leases; 2) BLM to issue the amended Lake Ridge Unit approval and complete 
an APD [application for permit to drill] NEPA analysis on the Unit obligation well(s) and any APD 
outside the Unit or, if no Unit is formed, for BLM to complete NEPA on all of the Lease APDs; and 3) 
SG to explore negotiations with [local government and interested parties] in a good faith attempt to 
address their concerns.”  
 
Section 39 of the Mineral Leasing Act (MLA), as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “for 
the purpose of encouraging the greatest ultimate recovery” of minerals, to suspend operations and 
production under a mineral lease “in the interest of conservation,” and to thereby extend the term of the 
lease for the length of the suspension period.  30 U.S.C. § 209.  Section 39 provides that the Secretary 
may “direct” or “assent to” a suspension of operations and production.  Id.  BLM implementing 
regulations at 43 C.F.R. 3103.4-4(a) likewise provide:  “A suspension of all operations and production 
may be directed or consented to by the authorized officer only in the interest of conservation of natural 
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resources.”  See also BLM Manual 3160-10.06 (providing that “when deemed necessary by the 
appropriate authority, [a suspension] will be given only in the interest of conservation of natural 
resources”).   
 
The decision whether to grant a request for suspension under section 39 of the MLA is discretionary. The 
BLM “is not required to grant a suspension request whenever an application is made, but rather is vested 
with discretion to deny such a request under appropriate circumstances.”  Carbon Tech Fuels, Inc., 161 
IBLA 147, 161 (2004) (coal lease) (quoting Getty Oil Co. v. Clark, 614 F. Supp. 904, 915 (D. Wyo. 
1985)); see also Hoyl v. Babbit, 129 F.3d 1377, 1384 (10th Cir. 1997) (recognizing the Secretary’s 
discretion whether to grant or deny a suspension in the interest of conservation for an undue delay 
associated with NEPA preparation and rejecting arguments that preparation of an environmental impact 
statement mandated suspension coal lease).   
 
Section 39 of the MLA was intended “to provide extraordinary relief when lessees are denied beneficial 
use of their leases.”  BLM Manual 3160-10, App. 2 at 7-8 (Solicitor’s Opinion, May 31, 1985).  See also 
Solicitor’s Opinion, June 4 1937, 56 I.D. 174, 195 (stating that Section 39 “is clearly a relief section and, as 
such, it is to be liberally construed.”)  The Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) has construed Section 39 
as providing for suspension either:  
 

(1) where some act, omission, or delay by a Federal agency, beneficial use of the lease 
has been precluded, such as where delays imposed upon the lessee due to administrative 
actions addressing environmental concerns have the effect of denying the lessee “timely 
access” to the property; or (2) in the interest of conservation, that is to prevent damage to 
the environment or loss of mineral resources. 
 

Savoy Energy, L.P., 178 IBLA 313, 322 (2010).   
 
For suspensions of operations and production, the BLM Manual provides examples of circumstances that 
normally warrant suspension, including the following: 1) situations in which the BLM or other surface 
management agency (SMA) initiates environmental studies that prohibit beneficial use of the lease(s), or 
2) situations in which the “BLM or other SMA needs more time to arrive at the decision on the proposal.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.1. “[T]he Department ought in all cases, where the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement or other environmental studies is required, to suspend operations and thus 
assure the lessee that he will receive an extension comparable to the period during which operations are 
prohibited and thus not be deprived of any of the development period which the Congress has granted 
him.”  3160-10, App. 1 at 3 (Assistant Solicitor’s Opinion, July 14, 1975); see also Harvey E. Yates, Co., 
156 IBLA 100, 106 (2001) (An “abnormal BLM delay in processing an APD because of the time 
necessary to comply with environmental laws may warrant suspension of production and operations on an 
oil and gas lease in the interest of conservation”). “Each case [for suspension] must be considered on its 
own merit.”  BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B. 
   
As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases to determine 
whether the leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-
specific development proposals.  The BLM requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the 
unit application and APDs is delayed pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing 
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decision issues.  No leasehold activities will be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing 
decisions is completed.   
 
In comment to BLM, interested parties have argued that the BLM is prohibited from suspending the 
leases due to the alleged legal violations associated with the decisions to issue the Leases.  Although 
BLM has identified a NEPA inadequacy at lease issuance, that defect makes the Leases voidable at the 
discretion of the BLM based on supporting remedial analysis.  See Conner v. Burford, 848 F.2d 1441, 
1451, 1454 (9th Cir. 1988) (indicating that leases issued without NEPA and ESA compliance were 
voidable by contemplating that BLM would later those procedural requirements and decide whether the 
leases should have been issued); Clayton W. Williams, Jr., 103 IBLA 192, 210-11 (1988) (characterizing 
as “voidable” any lease issued in violation of a procedural requirement, such as NEPA, which does not 
compel any particular decision).  See also Pennaco Energy v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 377 F.3d 1147, 
1155-56 (10th Cir. 2004) (noting that the BLM would correct a deficient pre-leasing NEPA analysis 
without cancellation of the leases at issue).    
 
We find no prohibition, neither under the MLA, its implementing regulations, BLM guidance, nor 
interpretive case law, in suspending an onshore oil and gas lease that, through no fault of a lessee or bona 
fide purchaser, was sold and issued without adherence to the agency’s procedural obligations.  In fact, 
suspension is generally the initial and preferred first step in remedying a procedural fault in issuing a 
federal oil and gas lease and assuring the prevention of environmental harm.  Repeatedly, federal courts 
have implicitly endorsed suspension in like cases.  See, e.g, Bob Marshall Alliance v. Hodel, 852 F.2d 
1223, 1230 (9th Cir. 1988) (finding that injunction rather than lease cancellation is appropriate remedy for 
procedural violations at lease issuance); Northern Cheyenne Tribe v. Hodel, 851 F.2d 1152, 1154-55 (9th 
Cir. 1988) (concluding that district court properly amended an injunction to provide for the suspension, 
but not cancellation, of coal leases issued in violation of NEPA and other legal requirements);  Mont. 
Wilderness Ass’n v. Fry, 408 F. Supp. 2d 1032, 1038 (D. Mont. 2006) (concluding that despite an 
inadequate pre-leasing environmental analysis, a balance of the equities warranted suspending 
development of leases pending completion of remedial NEPA analysis).  The BLM has the authority to 
direct suspensions to remedy procedural defects at lease issuance, even if no operational proposals are 
before the agency, and finds no prohibition to assenting to suspension in response to a request for 
suspension in like circumstances. 
 
Lease suspension under these circumstances is consistent with the more general principle that suspensions 
are typically warranted when agency-created delays in completing necessary environmental analysis 
prohibit beneficial use.  Savoy Energy, 178 IBLA at 322-23; BLM Manual 3160-10.06.2.21.B.  In this 
instance, additional environmental analysis addressing the leasing decision will help assure that all 
potential environmental impacts associated with issuance of the leases are fully analyzed pursuant to 
NEPA procedures.  Additional environmental analysis will assist BLM in identifying whether the leases 
should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific development 
proposals.  Therefore, suspension of the leases to perform additional environmental analysis on the 
leasing decision is in the interest of conservation and is warranted due to the abnormal delays in acting on 
the unit application and in processing and issuing decisions on APDs caused by the BLM’s need for that 
additional analysis.  Cf., NevDak Oil and Exploration, Inc., 104 IBLA 133, 138 (1988) (indicating that 
suspension would be in the interest of conservation for purposes of Section 39 if it would “permit BLM to 
determine how to best protect other resources”).    
  
Interested parties have also argued that SG has not shown diligent efforts to develop the Leases and that 
the BLM cannot approve a suspension of operations and production unless a complete APD has been filed 
and approved on a lease.  Commentors note that the BLM Manual provides a policy that suspensions will 
only be given in the interest of conservation of natural resources or in a force majeure case, “and when the 
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lessee has diligently pursued lease development and has timely filed an application for suspension.”  
BLM Manual 3160-10.06.   The BLM Manual also states that “[t]he suspension application must be 
preceded by a request from the operator to conduct leasehold activities.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A.  The 
applicant requesting suspension must document its reasons in support of its request, and “should include 
evidence that activity has been attempted on the lease such as filing a Notice of Staking or an APD and 
the activity has been stopped by actions beyond the operator’s control.”  3160-10.06.2.31.A. 3.  The 
manual lists as an example of circumstances when suspension is not normally granted as the case where 
APDs are “submitted incomplete or untimely (less than 30 days before lease expiration).”  3160-
10.06.2.21.C.   
 
While the guidance set forth in the BLM Manual indicates that lessees must support an application for 
suspension by showing diligent efforts at development, the BLM finds no absolute requirement for APDs 
to precede requests for suspension.  No such requirement exists in the MLA and implementing regulation, 
which provides for suspension in the interest of conservation of natural resources (e.g., the prevention of 
environmental damage and conservation of the mineral resource).  Nor is there an express prohibition in 
the BLM Manual 3160-10.    
 
In fact, the IBLA has endorsed the practice of granting lease suspensions without the filing of APDs in 
appropriate circumstances.  The IBLA’s opinion in River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA 239 (1999), 
involved a request for suspension of operations and production under Section 39 of the MLA on 66 oil 
and gas leases, with 17 leases being within an approved unit, and 49 outside the unit.  An APD had been 
filed on only one of the 49 leases outside the unit area.  Prior to the request for suspension, the BLM 
district office had communicated that no development on federal lands would be authorized prior to the 
preparation of an EIS for the area, including lands outside the unit.  Id. at 241.  Although the district 
office denied the request for suspension on the 48 leases without an APD, that decision was overturned at 
state director review.  See id. at 242-43. The Deputy State Director reversed the district office’s decision 
that would have required the filing of individual APD’s for each lease, because “the District [Office] has 
made it very clear to RGC that no oil and gas activities will be allowed within the EIS area until 
completion of the EIS”… and “[f]iling individual APDs to establish a record would be unwarranted since 
the actions applied for would not be approved.”  See id. at 243.  On appeal, the IBLA noted that the 
Deputy State Director “properly granted an SOP [suspension of operations and production] for the leases 
outside the Unit, because no operations or production can proceed until the EIS is completed.”  Id. at 245.  
Therefore, as set forth in River Gas Corporation, the Department has previously interpreted Section 39 to 
allow the BLM, in appropriate circumstances, to grant suspensions of operations and production in the 
interest of conservation even where no APD has been filed on a lease.    
 
Under the unique circumstances of this situation, the full record shows that SG has made adequate efforts 
at development sufficient to warrant a suspension while the BLM completes corrective NEPA work to 
determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures.  
The Leases were proposed for unitization in May 2011, approximately two years prior to the Leases’ 
expiration dates.  After initial review, the BLM had found no geologic basis for denying the unit 
application.  Furthermore, after amendment of the application in March 2012 to remove un-leased federal 
acreage, the application is considered complete.  Nevertheless, a decision on the unit application was 
delayed by pending consideration and internal deliberation of the issues raised in comment from 
interested parties on that request.  A decision on the unit application is now further delayed pending 
completion of corrective NEPA analysis addressing the decision to issue the leases.   
 
Unitization, as a general matter, is the joint, coordinated operation of a petroleum reservoir by the owners 
of the tracts overlying the reservoir, without regard to lease boundaries.  See, e.g., Gas Development 
Corporation, 177 IBLA 201, 208 (2009).  The objective of unitization is to provide for orderly and 
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efficient development and operation of a reservoir, and to prevent of waste of mineral resources. See id.  
Coordinated operation of a reservoir is accomplished through the allocation of production amongst 
unitized leases.  After completion of an initial obligation well(s) capable of producing unitized substances  
in paying quantities, subsequent development of a unit proceeds in accordance with the schedule provided 
in a unit plan of operations.  See 43 C.F.R. § 3186.1.  Thus, in the normal course of events, after approval 
of a unit application an operator is required to only submit APD(s) for initial obligation well(s), the 
drilling of which, in general, must be commenced within six months after unit approval.  See id.  Then, if 
obligation well(s) are drilled and production in paying quantities established, a unit operator will submit 
additional APDs at intervals as scheduled in unit plans of operations.  See id.  Typically, the logical and 
orderly development provided under a unit plan also has the benefit of lessening the overall 
environmental impacts of operations in the unit area by reducing the need for simultaneous surface 
disturbing activities and associated infrastructure (as authorized under APDs) on each leasehold. 
   
The lack of an approved unit agreement will not, own its own, operate to bar a lessee from fulfilling lease 
responsibilities, and therefore by itself is ordinarily an insufficient reason for a suspension.  See 43 C.F.R. 
§ 3104.1(f); Lario Oil & Gas Co., 92 IBLA 46, 51 (1986); Jack J. Grynberg, 88 IBLA 330, 335 (1985).  
In this case, SG’s submission of the proposed unit agreement is not, on its own, a sufficient demonstration 
of diligent efforts to develop the Leases.  As of this date, however, SG has submitted APDs for six of the 
Leases, the processing and decisions of which will be delayed until completion of additional 
environmental analysis associated with the leasing decisions.  Due to the unusual delay in acting on the 
unit application, the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis 
addressing the leasing decisions, and SG’s attempt to address environmental issues with interested parties, 
the BLM finds that SG’s submission of the unit request and the six APDs is sufficient to demonstrate 
adequate diligence in developing the Leases.  BLM has not acted on, and has communicated to SG that it 
will not act on the unit application (or any APDs) until additional NEPA analysis is completed to address 
the leasing decisions and determine whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to 
additional mitigation measures.  The outcome of that analysis and of SG’s negotiations with third parties 
may affect the decision on the unit application and the APDs.  Given the unusual circumstances presented 
here, the submission of additional APDs would be inefficient and would not significantly further the 
interests of conservation of natural resources.  See River Gas Corporation, 149 IBLA at 243 (endorsing 
BLM’s conclusion that where BLM had clearly communicated that no oil and gas activities would be 
allowed in an area until completion of an EIS, the filing of individual APDs “to establish a record would 
be unwarranted since the actions applied for would not be approved.”)   Accordingly, the BLM concludes 
that it would be unreasonable and inefficient for SG to submit APDs for all the Leases solely for the 
purpose building a record in support of a suspension request.       
 
The BLM Manual directs the BLM to consider each case for suspension on its own merit.1  3160-
10.06.2.21.B.  The BLM finds that in consideration of the totality of the circumstances of this unique case 

                                                           
1 For example, certain commentors note that in December 2012 the BLM, Colorado River Valley Field 
Office denied a request for suspension of operations and production for an oil and gas lease from 
WillSource Enterprise LLC (WillSource).  In that request, WillSource provided as grounds for suspension 
that it suffered unavoidable delays due to U.S. Forest Service road requirements and a lack of a product 
market and pipeline concerns.  The BLM denied the request because 1) as a factual matter the road 
requirements did not deny access to the only well on the lease, and 2) market access is not considered 
sufficient justification for a suspension in the interest of conservation.  Hence, in that decision the BLM 
noted that neither the BLM nor the Forest Service had denied WillSource beneficial use of the lease, as 
claimed, and found that there was no justification to grant a suspension of operations and production.  
Here, SG has supplied very different reasons for suspension based on the unique circumstances of the 
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(submission of the proposed unit agreement, the BLM’s unusual delay in acting on the unit application, 
the BLM’s identification and communication of the need for additional NEPA analysis addressing the 
leasing decisions, SG’s efforts to negotiate with interested parties on environmental issues with the 
Leases, and the submission of APDs on several of the leases), SG has demonstrated sufficient diligence 
and intent to develop all the Leases sufficient to warrant a suspension so that the BLM may complete 
environmental analysis to assist it in determining whether the Leases should be voided, reaffirmed or 
subject to additional mitigation measures prior to development.  
 
An important factor supporting suspension in this case is the fact that SG is engaged in negotiations with 
local government and interested parties to address environmental concerns with the leases.  Through 
discussions with SG and interested parties, BLM has learned that negotiations involve potential purchase 
and retirement of the leases for conservation purposes.  The outcome of these discussions would affect the 
leasing decision and site-specific NEPA analysis to be conducted for the Leases.  A lessee’s negotiation 
with third parties may not, by itself, provide sufficient reasons for granting suspension.  Cf., TNT Oil Co., 
134 IBLA 201, 203 (1995) (affirming BLM’s rejection of lessee’s rationale for suspension due to ongoing 
negotiations as without foundation in fact).  In this case, however, SG’s attempts to negotiate with 
interested parties over environmental issues with the leases is one factor among several supporting a 
finding that is suspension is in the interest of conservation.  The BLM finds that suspending leases to 
allow for additional time to allow for negotiations to address environmental concerns, and which would 
affect the scope of NEPA analysis, is in the interest of conservation of natural resources.   
 
For the foregoing reasons, and in consideration of applicable laws, regulations, and guidance; and the 
totality of the circumstances, the BLM finds that the requested suspensions are in the interest of 
conservation of natural resources.  Accordingly, the BLM hereby approves SG’s suspensions pursuant to 
Section 39 of the MLA, 30 U.S.C. 209; 43 C.F.R. 3103.4 and 3165.1; and BLM Manual 3160-10.  In 
making this decision, the BLM has also considered comment from interested parties, although all such 
comment may not be expressly addressed herein.   
 
These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed.  The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  SG 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Leases.  As directed by the BLM Manual, the BLM has reached its decision on SG’s request by 
considering the specific facts of this case.   
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preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 
This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by SG and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Mon, Sep 3, 2012 at 5:49 PM
To: "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve"
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil

5 attachments
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INFORMATION MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
 
FROM:  Helen Hankins, Colorado State Director, 303-239-3700  
 
CC: 
 
SUBJECT:   Oil and Gas Leasing Within the White River National Forest 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
The NEPA analysis underlying 82 leases within the White River National Forest is 
flawed and does not support the leasing actions.  The underlying NEPA needs to be 
addressed on all 82 leases at some point in time.  However, the completion of an EIS to 
address this issue in a single action is problematic due to capacity within the BLM, 
complexity of re-doing NEPA under producing leases, and other higher priority work (i.e. 
Roan Plateau RMP SEIS, Colorado River Valley RMP Revision).  
 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
The BLM Colorado State Office has received requests for two separate oil and gas units 
pursuant to the regulations in 43 CFR 3180.  The first of these is for approximately 
32,000 acres and is referred to by the proponent, SG Interests, as the Lake Ridge Unit.  
The second is for approximately 12,000 acres and referred to by Antero Resources 
Piceance Corporation as the Wolf Springs Unit. 
 
Both proposed units are within the boundaries of the White River National Forest.  
Details are in the table below. 
 
Pro-
posed 
Unit 

Proponent Total 
Mineral 
Acreage 

USFS 
Surface 
Acreage 

BLM 
Acreage 

# 
Leases 

# & Status 
of Wells 

Level of 
Production 

Other 
Information 

Comments 

Lake 
Ridge 
Unit 

SG 
Resources 

28,824  
reduced 
from 
original 
proposal 
of 32,407 

24,117 0 

Reduced 
from 145 in 
original 
submission,  

18 4, al 
plugged l 
abandoned 

None Niobrara shale 
exploration 
with horizontal 
drilling 

Proposal 
meets BLM 
unit 
requirements 

Wolf 
Springs 
Unit 

Antero 
Resources 
Piceance 
Corporation 

11,700 11,700 0 7 2, both 
plugged 
and 
abandoned 

None Niobrara shale 
exploration 
with horizontal 
drilling 

Proposal 
meets BLM 
unit 
requirements 

                    
 
There are 82 leases within the White River National Forest.  Eight of these leases are 
producing.  Seventy-five APDs have been approved.  Most of these have been drilled; 
some are capable of production and are awaiting approval for production pipelines.  The 
USFS completed forest-wide NEPA for leasing in 1993.  The BLM did not adopt this 
NEPA and did not prepare its own NEPA for oil and gas leasing.  Although both agencies 
have completed either determinations of NEPA adequacy, categorical exclusions, or 
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• Defer any re-leasing of oil and gas leases, thus allowing the current, existing, 
expiring leases to be retired 

• Issue no new leases in the area of concern  
• Refuse to approve any new requests for unitization 
• Continue to review existing units for inappropriate leases 

 
SG Interests continues to pursue development in the area and is actively working with the 
industry advocates, elected officials and the local community.   
 
The Colorado Oil and Gas Assoc. has expressed support for approving the Lake Ridge 
Unit and has been critical of the timeframes involved. 
 
Pitkin County has expressed their opposition to the proposed Lake Ridge Unit as well as 
oil and gas development in the area.  
 
Senator Bennet has expressed opposition to the Lake Ridge Unit and has reportedly been 
considering introducing legislation to prevent future leasing in the Thompson Divide 
area. 
 
Representatives Cory Gardner and Scott Tipton have asked the BLM to explain the 
timeframes involved in the Lake Ridge unit decision process. 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:01 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

 

 

 



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Thompson Divide

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has="Lake Ridge Unit"&as_subset=all&as_within=1y&search=adv&th=13a746497a21d… 2/2



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Thompson Divide

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has="Lake Ridge Unit"&as_subset=all&as_within=1y&search=adv&th=13a746a6e6eed… 1/2

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:07 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren"
<lluckey@blm.gov>

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil
 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I
wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240
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Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:08 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren"
<lluckey@blm.gov>

In the interim, feel free to call me on my cell. 

Neil
 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:07 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren 
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide 
 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil
 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve
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Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:09 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J"
<mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <lluckey@blm.gov>

I agree.  BLM has the lead on this matter and is working on it.

 

Ken Lane

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20240

Room 6140

202-208-7435 phone

 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide

 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
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Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:32 AM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>

That’s fine.  Was following up on the constituent meeting that both Neil and I missed last week. 

 

From: Lane, Kenneth 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:10 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: RE: Thompson Divide

 

I agree.  BLM has the lead on this matter and is working on it.

 

Ken Lane

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20240

Room 6140

202-208-7435 phone

 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide

 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 
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Neil

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 

 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Sunk Lease Costs
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Fri, Nov 30, 2012 at 4:18 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Steve and Ken:  I thought this would be of interest.  The combined expenditure for the
two proposed units we discussed yesterday is $1.46M.  The attached spreadsheet breaks
down the numbers by lease.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bagley, Lonny R <lbagley@blm.gov>
Date: Fri, Nov 30, 2012 at 1:51 PM
Subject: FW: spreadsheet
To: "Stout, Joseph R" <j2stout@blm.gov>, "McKeown, Matthew" <Matthew.McKeown@sol.doi.gov>, "Haugrud,
Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Hall, Steven B" <sbhall@blm.gov>, "Hankins, Helen M" <hhankins@blm.gov>

Please find attached the revenue information regarding the leases within the Lake Ridge and Wolf Springs
proposed units within Thompson Divide.

 

Lonny R. Bagley

Deputy State Director, Energy, Lands and Minerals

Bureau of Land Management

Colorado State Office

2850 Youngfield Street

Lakewood, CO  80215
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303-239-3923

lbagley@blm.gov

 

From: Strahan, Jerome D 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:33 PM
To: Bagley, Lonny R
Subject: spreadsheet

 

 

 

 

WRNF OG Leases with rent and bonus.xlsx
16K



Proposed Unit Name
Lease Serial 

Number
Lease Start 

Date
Lease Sale 

Date Years Annual Rental Total Rental Bonus Bid
Total Paid
 To Date

Lake Ridge COC    066687 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $1,599 $14,391 $2,786 $17,177
COC    066688 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $1,140 $10,260 $1,520 $11,780
COC    066689 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $60 $540 $640 $1,180
COC    066690 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $414 $3,726 $3,720 $7,446
COC    066691 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $300 $2,700 $400 $3,100
COC    066692 06/01/2003 05/19/2003 9 $2,160 $19,440 $2,880 $22,320
COC    066693 06/01/2003 05/27/2003 9 $3,257 $29,309 $413,506 $442,815
COC    066694 06/01/2003 05/20/2003 9 $180 $1,620 $240 $1,860
COC    066695 06/01/2003 05/20/2003 9 $1,604 $14,432 $2,138 $16,570
COC    066696 06/01/2003 05/30/2003 9 $1,554 $13,986 $5,773 $19,759
COC    066697 06/01/2003 05/30/2003 9 $2,856 $25,704 $7,616 $33,320
COC    066698 06/01/2003 05/28/2003 9 $3,722 $33,494 $14,886 $48,380
COC    066699 06/01/2003 05/20/2003 9 $180 $1,620 $240 $1,860
COC    066700 08/01/2003 07/02/2003 9 $1,271 $11,435 $1,694 $13,129
COC    066701 06/01/2003 05/28/2003 9 $2,834 $25,502 $7,556 $33,058
COC    066702 08/01/2003 07/02/2003 9 $1,904 $17,132 $2,538 $19,670
COC    066908 09/01/2003 08/29/2003 9 $3,605 $32,441 $21,627 $54,068
COC    066909 10/01/2003 09/03/2003 9 $3,122 $28,094 $16,648 $44,742

Subtotals $285,822 $506,408 $792,230

Proposed Unit Name
Lease Serial 

Number
Lease Start 

Date
Lease Sale 

Date Years Annual Rental Total Rental Bonus Bid
Total Paid
 To Date

Wolf Springs COC    066706 06/01/2003 05/27/2003 9 $3,840 $34,560 $140,800 $175,360
COC    066707 06/01/2003 05/27/2003 9 $1,922 $17,294 $23,058 $40,352
COC    066708 09/01/2003 08/26/2003 9 $3,837 $34,533 $148,364 $182,897
COC    066709 09/01/2003 08/26/2003 9 $960 $8,640 $35,840 $44,480
COC    066710 06/01/2003 05/27/2003 9 $960 $8,640 $35,840 $44,480
COC    066711 06/01/2003 05/27/2003 9 $2,640 $23,760 $96,800 $120,560
COC    066712 06/01/2003 05/28/2003 9 $1,320 $11,880 $49,280 $61,160

Subtotals Totals $139,307 $529,982 $669,289

Totals $425,129 $1,036,390 $1,461,519
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Sunk Lease Costs
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Nov 30, 2012 at 4:31 PM
To: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Thanks Matt, can you get this to Neil Kornze and Janet Lin as well--they are preparing a briefing memo.

On Fri, Nov 30, 2012 at 4:18 PM, McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Steve and Ken:  I thought this would be of interest.  The combined expenditure for the
two proposed units we discussed yesterday is $1.46M.  The attached spreadsheet breaks
down the numbers by lease.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bagley, Lonny R <lbagley@blm.gov>
Date: Fri, Nov 30, 2012 at 1:51 PM
Subject: FW: spreadsheet
To: "Stout, Joseph R" <j2stout@blm.gov>, "McKeown, Matthew" <Matthew.McKeown@sol.doi.gov>,
"Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Hall, Steven B" <sbhall@blm.gov>, "Hankins, Helen M" <hhankins@blm.gov>

Please find attached the revenue information regarding the leases within the Lake Ridge and Wolf Springs
proposed units within Thompson Divide.

 

Lonny R. Bagley

Deputy State Director, Energy, Lands and Minerals

Bureau of Land Management

Colorado State Office
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2850 Youngfield Street

Lakewood, CO  80215

303-239-3923

lbagley@blm.gov

 

From: Strahan, Jerome D 
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2012 1:33 PM
To: Bagley, Lonny R
Subject: spreadsheet

 

 

 

Signature-BLM-Branch-Chief-

 

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Updated Meeting List
1 message

Janea Scott <janea_scott@ios.doi.gov> Sat, Jan 5, 2013 at 11:07 AM
To: gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Good morning Gisella,

Thanks very much for this. Let's check in again on Monday or Tuesday. I gave you descriptions of all of the
upcoming DRECP meetings when we updated the calendar on Thursday, so I think you should be all set
there. The rest were holds that you were going to remove/ send cancellations. 

, so I made some notes IN CAPS below for you.

Take care and have a great weekend!
Janea

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM – Contacted Maya Goosby to
send us some background. STEVE AND I ARE IN CONTACT WITH NEIL KORNZE AND JIM KENNA. JIM WILL
PROVIDE MATERIALS.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary – Asked Gareth to send
backgroundo   GARETH WON'T HAVE BACKGROUND FOR THIS. STEVE AND I ARE WORKING WITH THE TEAM
ON THIS, SO WE'RE ALL SET.

1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea and Steve – sent Janea an e-
mail to get more attendee and description information. UPDATED THE CALENDAR. THIS MEETING IS 12:00
to 8:00. THE CONNECTION INFO , TIME ETC. FOR THIS WAS SENT LATE LAST YEAR. I'LL SEND IT TO YOU
AGAIN, SO IT'S AT THE TOP OF YOUR INBOX. WE WILL RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFO NEXT WEEK. 

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. THIS SHOULD
HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CALENDAR.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. I DON'T
KNOW WHAT THIS IS. WE HAVE AN ALL DAY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR JAN 17-JAN 18. PLS REMOVE FROM
CALENDAR.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info.
TYPICALLY, AGENDAS FOR THIS MEETING ARE RECEIVED ABOUT 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE. LET'S DISCUSS
AGAIN MY IDEA ABOUT HOW TO SIMPLIFY THE CALENDAR RE: RECURRING MEETINGS.

 

From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella [mailto:gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 05:18 PM

(b) (6)
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To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Updated Meeting List 
 
Hello - Here is Steve's updated meeting list and a list of outstanding FOIA's for discussion on Monday.  Have a
good evening! Gisella

PENDING MEETING REQUESTS AS OF January 4, 2013

Immediate Priority:

1.      Thursday, January 10 from 11:00-11:30AM - Energy Efficiency Building
Upgrades Meeting – Kara Saul Rinaldi, Willie Taylor, Debra Sonderman, Brenda
Heying. Kara mentioned she might keep this time slot. 

 

2.      Thursday, January 10 – 10-10:30AM – Meeting with John Anderson, AWEA

 

3.      Tuesday, January 15, 11-11:30AM – Meeting with Heidi Vangenderen, Director of
Public Engagement, DOE to discuss respective energy agendas.

 

4.      Tuesday, January 15, 1:30-2PM – Set up call with William Singleton (from his
request to you via e-mail on 1/3 – Singleton Strategies – will meet with Janea on 1/4)

 

5.      Brent Fewell – Wanted to pick your brain on potential for another run at Good
Samaritan legislation – schedule or refer?

 

6.      Tuesday, January 22 – Lunch with Peggy Duxbury for catch up only – Your
calendar is booked before then.

 

7.      Wednesday, January 30 or Thursday, January 31 – Madeleine West requested
a meeting for John Harja, Kevin Hunting and herself with You, Ruchi/Janea re: To
discuss mapping product.  You are in Steamboat Springs, CO – do you want Janea or
Neal to cover?

 

8.      Tuesday, February 12 – 1-5PM MT (3-7PM EST)  and Wednesday, February
13 from 8-12PM MST (10-2PM EST) – WECC SPSG Meeting via web ex (or in-
person optional)

 

9.       Jean-Claude West (per Peter Weiner e-mail) – were you able to meet with him or
do you still need this scheduled for a teleconference?
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 Request Status

1.       

 

Uintah County v. Salazar – Discovery Request. 

Responsive documents were due on 8/31

Michael Smith with the Solicitor’s office is

heading request.  He has already collected all

your e-mails and only needs to obtain special

software (his other one malfunctioned) to collect

data from your hard drive.  May not occur until

next week while you are away.  We will need

your password (or he will) to finalize search. 

POC: Michael Smith (202) 513-0580

2.       

 

OS-2012-00228 Laura Christensen – Request for all

documents/references made in Secretary’s Decision

Memorandum regarding the suspension of certain offshore

permitting and drilling activities on the Outer Continental

Shelf.

Due date:  4/28/2012

Date received by us: 5/1/2012

 

You and I spoke regarding pulling these

documents from the electronic Hornbeck Record

in the possession of the FOIA office.  On 8/21 I

spoke with Cindy Cafaro who looped me in

with Jamie Burley.  Ms. Burley can gain access

to the record but was trying to assess how

simple it would be to locate these documents. 

Ms. Burley and I last spoke around the

beginning of September.  I left her messages to

follow-up on 9/5 and 9/20 but have not heard

from her.  I will continue to follow-up with her. 

Otherwise Scott Nuzum and I will have to

manually locate these documents in the items he

has in order to respond.

Other Items: Your request for all RRTT meeting invites to contain more specific information such as
attendees and purpose.  All invites have this information except for 1/23 10AM meeting.  I notified
Josh/Ruchi to please update this information on 1/4/2013.

·         DRECP Meetings needing description

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM –
Contacted Maya Goosby to send us some background.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary –
Asked Gareth to send background

o   1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea
and Steve – sent Janea an e-mail to get more attendee and description information.

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

 

Status of FOIA requests/Document Production:
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3.       

 

OS-2012-00113 Christopher Horner – Request that we

provide any records for 23 search terms dealing with

Brightsource Energy, First Solar, NextEra, etc. 

Request dated: 1/9/2012

Referred to us on 2/28/2012. 

1st Response (we did half of the terms): 3/1/2012

 

I need to provide responses for the remaining

terms including providing Clarice Julka with

copies of 7 archived e-mails that they could not

open from the first response.

4.       

 

OS-2011-00140 Shruti Suresh – Request for documents,

46 search terms focusing on communications with wind

industry representatives.

Request dated: 1/24/2012 this is a second request – we

were not copied on 1st.

Forwarded to us: 6/20/2012

Due Date: 2/7/2012

 

I have not started this search yet, however was

told to disregard due date but get back as soon as

I can.  Will commence search next week.

5.       

 

OS-2012-00374 – Rebecca Watson – Requesting any and

all documents on Thompson Divide/Lake Ridge Unit

Request dated: 7/12/2012

Forwarded to us: 7/13/2012

Due date: 7/27/2012.

Search still needs to be done.

6.       

 

ONDA v. Salazar/Steens Mountain Litigation Need to collect all relevant documents involving

BLM and preparation of “Habitat Mitigation

Plan.” Due 8/24/2012.
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Updated Meeting List
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Sun, Jan 6, 2013 at 6:14 PM
To: Gisella N Ojeda-dodds <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Please sit down and do this in person with me and Janea, not by e-mail.  Thank you.

On Sat, Jan 5, 2013 at 11:07 AM, Janea Scott <janea_scott@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Good morning Gisella,

Thanks very much for this. Let's check in again on Monday or Tuesday. I gave you descriptions of all of
the upcoming DRECP meetings when we updated the calendar on Thursday, so I think you should be all
set there. The rest were holds that you were going to remove/ send cancellations.

, so I made some notes IN CAPS below for you.

Take care and have a great weekend!
Janea

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM – Contacted Maya Goosby
to send us some background. STEVE AND I ARE IN CONTACT WITH NEIL KORNZE AND JIM KENNA. JIM
WILL PROVIDE MATERIALS.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary – Asked Gareth to
send backgroundo   GARETH WON'T HAVE BACKGROUND FOR THIS. STEVE AND I ARE WORKING WITH THE
TEAM ON THIS, SO WE'RE ALL SET.

1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea and Steve – sent Janea an
e-mail to get more attendee and description information. UPDATED THE CALENDAR. THIS MEETING IS
12:00 to 8:00. THE CONNECTION INFO , TIME ETC. FOR THIS WAS SENT LATE LAST YEAR. I'LL SEND IT TO
YOU AGAIN, SO IT'S AT THE TOP OF YOUR INBOX. WE WILL RECEIVE ADDITIONAL INFO NEXT WEEK. 

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. THIS
SHOULD HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE CALENDAR.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info. I
DON'T KNOW WHAT THIS IS. WE HAVE AN ALL DAY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR JAN 17-JAN 18. PLS
REMOVE FROM CALENDAR.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for attendee/descriptive info.
TYPICALLY, AGENDAS FOR THIS MEETING ARE RECEIVED ABOUT 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE. LET'S DISCUSS
AGAIN MY IDEA ABOUT HOW TO SIMPLIFY THE CALENDAR RE: RECURRING MEETINGS.

(b) (6)
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From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella [mailto:gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2013 05:18 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Updated Meeting List 
 
Hello - Here is Steve's updated meeting list and a list of outstanding FOIA's for discussion on Monday.  Have a
good evening! Gisella

PENDING MEETING REQUESTS AS OF January 4, 2013

Immediate Priority:

1.      Thursday, January 10 from 11:00-11:30AM - Energy Efficiency Building
Upgrades Meeting – Kara Saul Rinaldi, Willie Taylor, Debra Sonderman, Brenda
Heying. Kara mentioned she might keep this time slot. 

 

2.      Thursday, January 10 – 10-10:30AM – Meeting with John Anderson, AWEA

 

3.      Tuesday, January 15, 11-11:30AM – Meeting with Heidi Vangenderen, Director
of Public Engagement, DOE to discuss respective energy agendas.

 

4.      Tuesday, January 15, 1:30-2PM – Set up call with William Singleton (from his
request to you via e-mail on 1/3 – Singleton Strategies – will meet with Janea on 1/4)

 

5.      Brent Fewell – Wanted to pick your brain on potential for another run at Good
Samaritan legislation – schedule or refer?

 

6.      Tuesday, January 22 – Lunch with Peggy Duxbury for catch up only – Your
calendar is booked before then.

 

7.      Wednesday, January 30 or Thursday, January 31 – Madeleine West
requested a meeting for John Harja, Kevin Hunting and herself with You,
Ruchi/Janea re: To discuss mapping product.  You are in Steamboat Springs, CO –
do you want Janea or Neal to cover?

 

8.      Tuesday, February 12 – 1-5PM MT (3-7PM EST)  and Wednesday,
February 13 from 8-12PM MST (10-2PM EST) – WECC SPSG Meeting via web
ex (or in-person optional)
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 Request Status

1.       

 

Uintah County v. Salazar – Discovery Request. 

Responsive documents were due on 8/31

Michael Smith with the Solicitor’s office is

heading request.  He has already collected all

your e-mails and only needs to obtain special

software (his other one malfunctioned) to

collect data from your hard drive.  May not

occur until next week while you are away.  We

will need your password (or he will) to finalize

search.  POC: Michael Smith (202) 513-0580

2.       

 

OS-2012-00228 Laura Christensen – Request for all

documents/references made in Secretary’s Decision

Memorandum regarding the suspension of certain

offshore permitting and drilling activities on the Outer

Continental Shelf.

Due date:  4/28/2012

Date received by us: 5/1/2012

 

You and I spoke regarding pulling these

documents from the electronic Hornbeck

Record in the possession of the FOIA office. 

On 8/21 I spoke with Cindy Cafaro who

looped me in with Jamie Burley.  Ms. Burley

can gain access to the record but was trying to

assess how simple it would be to locate these

documents.  Ms. Burley and I last spoke

around the beginning of September.  I left her

messages to follow-up on 9/5 and 9/20 but

have not heard from her.  I will continue to

follow-up with her.  Otherwise Scott Nuzum

9.       Jean-Claude West (per Peter Weiner e-mail) – were you able to meet with him
or do you still need this scheduled for a teleconference?

Other Items: Your request for all RRTT meeting invites to contain more specific information such
as attendees and purpose.  All invites have this information except for 1/23 10AM meeting.  I
notified Josh/Ruchi to please update this information on 1/4/2013.

·         DRECP Meetings needing description

o   1/7 from 1-2PM - DRECP Pre-Briefing Briefing to the Director sent by BLM –
Contacted Maya Goosby to send us some background.

o   1/8 from 11-12:15PM – Video Conference DRECP meeting with Deputy Secretary
– Asked Gareth to send background

o   1/9 from 12:30-3:30PM – DRECP WebEx – Janea and I sent invite to only Janea
and Steve – sent Janea an e-mail to get more attendee and description information.

o   1/14 from 1-3PM – REPG/DRECP Call – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   1/16 from 1-2:50PM – Hold for DRECP Call - Janea– Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

o   2/19 from 3-4PM – DRECP bi-weekly meeting – Janea – Gisella asked for
attendee/descriptive info.

 

Status of FOIA requests/Document Production:
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and I will have to manually locate these

documents in the items he has in order to

respond.

3.       

 

OS-2012-00113 Christopher Horner – Request that we

provide any records for 23 search terms dealing with

Brightsource Energy, First Solar, NextEra, etc. 

Request dated: 1/9/2012

Referred to us on 2/28/2012. 

1st Response (we did half of the terms): 3/1/2012

 

I need to provide responses for the remaining

terms including providing Clarice Julka with

copies of 7 archived e-mails that they could not

open from the first response.

4.       

 

OS-2011-00140 Shruti Suresh – Request for documents,

46 search terms focusing on communications with wind

industry representatives.

Request dated: 1/24/2012 this is a second request – we

were not copied on 1st.

Forwarded to us: 6/20/2012

Due Date: 2/7/2012

 

I have not started this search yet, however was

told to disregard due date but get back as soon

as I can.  Will commence search next week.

5.       

 

OS-2012-00374 – Rebecca Watson – Requesting any and

all documents on Thompson Divide/Lake Ridge Unit

Request dated: 7/12/2012

Forwarded to us: 7/13/2012

Due date: 7/27/2012.

Search still needs to be done.

6.       

 

ONDA v. Salazar/Steens Mountain Litigation Need to collect all relevant documents

involving BLM and preparation of “Habitat

Mitigation Plan.” Due 8/24/2012.

 

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
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Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

 

 



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - 1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13c1b86db0af57f9 1/1

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests
1 message

Chris Seldin <Chris.Seldin@co.pitkin.co.us> Tue, Jan 8, 2013 at 1:57 PM
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Dear Mr. Black:

 

Attached is a letter of today’s date from Pitkin County, Colorado to Acting BLM Director Mike Pool regarding
expected requests for suspension of oil and gas leases held by SG Interests I, Ltd. in the Thompson Divide area
of our County.  Thank you for your time.

 

Very Truly Yours,

 

Christopher G. Seldin
Assistant County Attorney, Pitkin County
530 E. Main St., Suite 302
Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 920-5190 (phone)
(970) 920-5198 (fax)

This e-mail message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended
recipient of this message, any distribution or copying is prohibited. If you believe you received this e-mail
message in error, please e-mail the sender at "chriss@co.pitkin.co.us".  Thank you.

 

Pitkin County re SG Suspension Request 1-8-13.pdf
129K
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: 1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Jan 10, 2013 at 1:53 PM
To: Gisella N Ojeda-dodds <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Please print.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chris Seldin <Chris.Seldin@co.pitkin.co.us>
Date: Tue, Jan 8, 2013 at 1:57 PM
Subject: 1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Dear Mr. Black:

 

Attached is a letter of today’s date from Pitkin County, Colorado to Acting BLM Director Mike Pool regarding
expected requests for suspension of oil and gas leases held by SG Interests I, Ltd. in the Thompson Divide area
of our County.  Thank you for your time.

 

Very Truly Yours,

 

Christopher G. Seldin
Assistant County Attorney, Pitkin County
530 E. Main St., Suite 302
Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 920-5190 (phone)
(970) 920-5198 (fax)

This e-mail message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended
recipient of this message, any distribution or copying is prohibited. If you believe you received this e-mail
message in error, please e-mail the sender at "chriss@co.pitkin.co.us".  Thank you.

 

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
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Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: 1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Jan 10, 2013 at 2:07 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

In your inbox. G

On Thu, Jan 10, 2013 at 1:53 PM, Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Please print.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Chris Seldin <Chris.Seldin@co.pitkin.co.us>
Date: Tue, Jan 8, 2013 at 1:57 PM
Subject: 1-8-13 Letter to Mike Pool re SG Interests Suspension Requests
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Dear Mr. Black:

 

Attached is a letter of today’s date from Pitkin County, Colorado to Acting BLM Director Mike Pool regarding
expected requests for suspension of oil and gas leases held by SG Interests I, Ltd. in the Thompson Divide
area of our County.  Thank you for your time.

 

Very Truly Yours,

 

Christopher G. Seldin
Assistant County Attorney, Pitkin County
530 E. Main St., Suite 302
Aspen, CO 81611
(970) 920-5190 (phone)
(970) 920-5198 (fax)

This e-mail message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended
recipient of this message, any distribution or copying is prohibited. If you believe you received this e-mail
message in error, please e-mail the sender at "chriss@co.pitkin.co.us".  Thank you.

 

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
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1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

 

 

-- 
Gisella Ojeda-Dodds
Executive Assistant to Steve W. Black, Counselor to the Secretary
Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 "C" Street, NW, MS: 7229-MIB

Washington, D.C. 20240

Telephone: (202) 208-4123/4105

Facsimile: (202) 208-4561

E-mail: Gisella_Ojeda-Dodds@ios.doi.gov



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Meeting w/ Thompson Divide Coalition and Pitkin County

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13c7327b0bd50f39 1/1

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Meeting w/ Thompson Divide Coalition and Pitkin County
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Fri, Jan 25, 2013 at 2:20 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Steve Black
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>

We had a very productive meeting with the Thompson Divide Coalition (Zane Kessler)
and Pitkin County (Chris Seldin) this morning.  If anyone wants an after action report,
please give me a call.  In short, after nearly two hours of discussion, I sense that their
resistance to lease suspension is softening.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Meeting w/ Thompson Divide Coalition and Pitkin County
1 message

Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> Fri, Jan 25, 2013 at 3:46 PM
To: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, mpool@blm.gov, jhlin@blm.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov,
Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov
Cc: hhankins@blm.gov

We appreciate the quick update, Matt. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, January 25, 2013 11:20 AM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>; Steve Black
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> 
Cc: Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov> 
Subject: Meeting w/ Thompson Divide Coalition and Pitkin County 
 

We had a very productive meeting with the Thompson Divide Coalition (Zane Kessler)
and Pitkin County (Chris Seldin) this morning.  If anyone wants an after action report,
please give me a call.  In short, after nearly two hours of discussion, I sense that their
resistance to lease suspension is softening.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Tue, Jan 29, 2013 at 5:56 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov>

Hi All:  We had a very productive meeting with Ursa Resources Group today.  They have
acquired all of Antero's leases in both the Thompson Divide and the Roan planning area.
 Ursa indicated that they are generally interested in sitting down with the TD Coalition.
 They also open to seeking suspension of their leases to create the time to have those
discussions.  But they made it clear that they are not interested in talking with the Coalition
or any other party (Pitkin County) if those other parties oppose the granting of
suspensions.

Also, Mike Freeman from Earthjustice called to day to see if his Wilderness Workshop
client could meet with us to discuss Thompson Divide issues.  I said sure.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Suspension Request Update
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Wed, Jan 30, 2013 at 4:12 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov>

Hi Everyone:  We just heard from Ursa's attorney that the company has decided to seek
suspensions for the Thompson Divide leases within its proposed Wolf Springs unit.  Ursa's
attorney also told us that SG Resources is currently working on suspension requests.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Suspension Request Update
1 message

Pool, Michael <mpool@blm.gov> Wed, Jan 30, 2013 at 4:29 PM
To: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>

Got it. thx. Matt

On Wed, Jan 30, 2013 at 4:12 PM, McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi Everyone:  We just heard from Ursa's attorney that the company has decided to seek
suspensions for the Thompson Divide leases within its proposed Wolf Springs unit.
 Ursa's attorney also told us that SG Resources is currently working on suspension
requests.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Update
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 11:43 AM
To: Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Kevin Haugrud
<jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>
Cc: Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>, Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov>

Hi All:  

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

(b) (5)
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Update
1 message

Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 12:01 PM
To: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, mpool@blm.gov, jhlin@blm.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov,
steve_black@ios.doi.gov, hhankins@blm.gov
Cc: terri.debin@sol.doi.gov, art.kleven@sol.doi.gov, LLuckey@blm.gov, cbwalker@blm.gov, cbodding@blm.gov,
Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov

We appreciate the update, Matt. I'd like to propose that we have a 30m call on this during the last week of
the month. 

Lauren and Claudia: Please see if you can find a workable time. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 08:43 AM
To: Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>; Kevin
Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov> 
Cc: Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>; Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov> 
Subject: Thompson Divide Update 
 

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151

(b) (5)
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Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Update
1 message

Hankins, Helen <hhankins@blm.gov> Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 12:29 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>, Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Terri Debin
<terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>, Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov>, LLuckey@blm.gov, cbwalker@blm.gov, Celia
Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov

Recent guidance from WO 100 has been that we move forward with approving the suspension requests. Based on
that guidance we have advised our FOs to proceed accordingly.  I believe that WO has also advised at least SGI
and Pitkin County that this was the path BLM was taking. 

Some discussions have raised the question of a "taking" if we are not able to act on requests from the companies
to process their APDs or suspensions in a timely fashion prior to the expiration date of the leases - I will need to
check but I think the earliest ones may expire in May.

On Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 10:01 AM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

We appreciate the update, Matt. I'd like to propose that we have a 30m call on this during the last week
of the month. 

Lauren and Claudia: Please see if you can find a workable time. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 08:43 AM
To: Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>; Kevin
Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov> 
Cc: Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>; Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov> 
Subject: Thompson Divide Update 
 
(b) (5)
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Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

-- 
Helen M. Hank ins, State Director

Bureau of Land Management
2850 Youngfield St, Lakewood CO 80215
303-239-3700/303-239-3934 fax

(b) (5)
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fw: Thompson Divide Update
1 message

Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 1:07 PM
To: ted.boling@sol.doi.gov, NKornze@blm.gov
Cc: Mike_Nedd@blm.gov, mpool@blm.gov

Let's be sure we are on board before anything goes out. Thanks. 

 

From: Hankins, Helen [mailto:hhankins@blm.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 10:29 AM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> 
Cc: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>; Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>; Kevin Haugrud <Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Terri
Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>; Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov>; LLuckey@blm.gov <LLuckey@blm.gov>;
cbwalker@blm.gov <cbwalker@blm.gov>; Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>; Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov
<Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide Update 
 
Recent guidance from WO 100 has been that we move forward with approving the suspension requests. Based on
that guidance we have advised our FOs to proceed accordingly.  I believe that WO has also advised at least SGI
and Pitkin County that this was the path BLM was taking. 

Some discussions have raised the question of a "taking" if we are not able to act on requests from the companies
to process their APDs or suspensions in a timely fashion prior to the expiration date of the leases - I will need to
check but I think the earliest ones may expire in May.

On Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 10:01 AM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

We appreciate the update, Matt. I'd like to propose that we have a 30m call on this during the last week
of the month. 

Lauren and Claudia: Please see if you can find a workable time. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 08:43 AM
To: Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>; Kevin
Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov> 
Cc: Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>; Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov> 
Subject: Thompson Divide Update 
 
(b) (5)
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Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

-- 
Helen M. Hank ins, State Director

Bureau of Land Management
2850 Youngfield St, Lakewood CO 80215
303-239-3700/303-239-3934 fax

(b) (5)
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Update
1 message

Kornze, Neil <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 3:49 PM
To: "Hankins, Helen" <hhankins@blm.gov>
Cc: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>, Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>, Janet Lin
<jhlin@blm.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Terri Debin
<terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>, Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <LLuckey@blm.gov>, "Walker,
Claudia B" <cbwalker@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, "Katherine (Kate) Kelly"
<Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Helen:

Let's make sure that we all connect before taking the next set of steps on this.  It's critical that we're coordinated.
 The conference call should be helpful on that front.  

Neil

On Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 12:29 PM, Hankins, Helen <hhankins@blm.gov> wrote:
Recent guidance from WO 100 has been that we move forward with approving the suspension requests. Based
on that guidance we have advised our FOs to proceed accordingly.  I believe that WO has also advised at least
SGI and Pitkin County that this was the path BLM was taking. 

Some discussions have raised the question of a "taking" if we are not able to act on requests from the
companies to process their APDs or suspensions in a timely fashion prior to the expiration date of the leases - I
will need to check but I think the earliest ones may expire in May.

On Thu, Feb 7, 2013 at 10:01 AM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

We appreciate the update, Matt. I'd like to propose that we have a 30m call on this during the last
week of the month. 

Lauren and Claudia: Please see if you can find a workable time. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2013 08:43 AM
To: Michael Pool <mpool@blm.gov>; Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>; Kevin
Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Helen Hankins
<hhankins@blm.gov> 
Cc: Terri Debin <terri.debin@sol.doi.gov>; Art Kleven <art.kleven@sol.doi.gov> 
Subject: Thompson Divide Update 
 
(b) (5)



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Thompson Divide Update

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13cb66bb8431cf45 2/2

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

-- 
Helen M. Hank ins, State Director

Bureau of Land Management
2850 Youngfield St, Lakewood CO 80215
303-239-3700/303-239-3934 fax

(b) (5)
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more details »

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Invitation: Thompson Divide Meeting @ Mon Mar 18, 2013 3:30pm - 4pm
(steve_black@ios.doi.gov)
1 message

Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Mar 14, 2013 at 2:18 PM
Reply-To: Jennifer Sisk <jennifer_sisk@ios.doi.gov>
To: "steve_black@ios.doi.gov" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "nkornze@blm.gov" <nkornze@blm.gov>,
"jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov"
<tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov>, "jconnell@blm.gov" <jconnell@blm.gov>, "cbwalker@blm.gov"
<cbwalker@blm.gov>, Katherine Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Meeting

When Mon Mar 18, 2013 3:30pm – 4pm Eastern Time

Where 6150 (map)

Calendar steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Who • Laura Davis - organizer

• Jennifer Sisk - creator

• Steve Black

• nkornze@blm.gov

• jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov

• tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov

• jconnell@blm.gov

• cbwalker@blm.gov

• Katherine Kelly

• Kenneth Lane

Going?   Yes  - Maybe  - No    more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account steve_black@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

steve_black@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notif ications, please log in to https://w w w .google.com/calendar/ and change your notif ication settings for

this calendar.

invite.ics
3K
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Thompson Divide Editorials
1 message

Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@gmail.com> Thu, Mar 14, 2013 at 2:55 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

FYI

Sent from the palms of my hands.

Begin forwarded message:

From: Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@gmail.com>
Date: March 14, 2013 11:54:13 AM MDT
To: nkornze@blm.gov
Subject: Thompson Divide Editorials

Hi Neil,

I'm sure you're slammed but wanted to make sure you've seen some of the

recent clips on Thompson Divide. 

Aspen Daily News Editorial: Do what it takes to divert drilling in the
Divide

Aspen Times Editorial: BLM must let Thompson Divide gas leases expire

Associated Press: Gov. Hickenlooper opposes Thompson Divide drilling

Hope all is well. We look forward to working with you on this issue in the

months to come.

Zane
 
__________
Zane Kessler

Executive Director

Thompson Divide Coalition

711 Main Street

Carbondale, CO 81623

(o) 970.355.4223

(c) 405.315.6740
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more details »

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Invitation: Internal: Arctic CCP, Thompson Divide, Fracking Strategy ... @ Thu
Mar 28, 2013 1pm - 1:30pm (steve_black@ios.doi.gov)
1 message

Jason Fink <jason_fink@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Mar 28, 2013 at 9:04 AM
Reply-To: Jason Fink <jason_fink@ios.doi.gov>
To: "steve_black@ios.doi.gov" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "nkornze@blm.gov" <nkornze@blm.gov>, Elizabeth Klein
<elizabeth_klein@ios.doi.gov>, Lizzie Marsters <lizzie_marsters@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Salazar
<kensalazar@ios.doi.gov>, Joan Padilla <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>, Debbie Cousins
<debbie_cousins@ios.doi.gov>, Katherine Kelly <kate_kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Francis Iacobucci
<francis_iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>, Blake Androff <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane
<kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>, Nana Efua Embil <nana_efua_embil@ios.doi.gov>, Gareth Rees
<gareth_rees@ios.doi.gov>, Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>, David Hayes <david_hayes@ios.doi.gov>,
"tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov" <tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov>, "cbwalker@blm.gov" <cbwalker@blm.gov>,
"karla.cook@boem.gov" <karla.cook@boem.gov>, Timothy Nigborowicz <timothy_nigborowicz@ios.doi.gov>, Faye
Evans <faye_evans@ios.doi.gov>, Benjamin Milakofsky <benjamin_milakofsky@ios.doi.gov>,
"jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov"
<hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov>

Internal: Arctic CCP, Thompson Divide, Fracking Strategy Meeting

(Staff: David Hayes, Ken Lane, Liz Klein, Ben Milakofsky, Neil Kornze, Tommy
Beaudreau, Kate Kelly, Blake Androff, Steve Black, Hilary Tompkins, Jack Haugrud,

Francis Iacobucci)

When Thu Mar 28, 2013 1pm – 1:30pm Eastern Time

Where Office of the Secretary (map)

Calendar steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Who • Kenneth Salazar - organizer

• Francis Iacobucci - creator

• nkornze@blm.gov

• Jason Fink

• Elizabeth Klein

• Lizzie Marsters

• Joan Padilla

• Debbie Cousins

• Katherine Kelly

• Blake Androff

• Kenneth Lane

• Nana Efua Embil

• Gareth Rees

• Laura Davis

• David Hayes

• tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov

• cbwalker@blm.gov
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• karla.cook@boem.gov

• Timothy Nigborowicz

• Faye Evans

• Benjamin Milakofsky

• Steve Black

• jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov

• hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov

Going?   Yes  - Maybe  - No    more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account steve_black@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

steve_black@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notif ications, please log in to https://w w w .google.com/calendar/ and change your notif ication settings for

this calendar.

invite.ics
5K
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more details »

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Invitation: Thompson Divide @ Fri Mar 29, 2013 10am - 11am
(steve_black@ios.doi.gov)
1 message

Matthew McKeown <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Thu, Mar 28, 2013 at 6:01 PM
Reply-To: John Stafford <john.stafford@sol.doi.gov>
To: "steve_black@ios.doi.gov" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, Kimberly
Edwards <kimberly.edwards@sol.doi.gov>, "gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide

When Fri Mar 29, 2013 10am – 11am Eastern Time

Where Call-in  / Passcode:  (map)

Calendar steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Who • matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov - organizer

• john.stafford@sol.doi.gov - creator

• Steve Black

• Kevin Haugrud

• Kimberly Edwards

• gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov

Going?   Yes  - Maybe  - No    more options »

Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account steve_black@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

steve_black@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notif ications, please log in to https://w w w .google.com/calendar/ and change your notif ication settings for

this calendar.

invite.ics
2K

(b) (5) (b) (5)
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Draft Responses to SG and Ursa Suspension Requests
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Mar 28, 2013 at 1:14 PM
To: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Janet Lin <jhlin@blm.gov>, Michael Nedd <mnedd@blm.gov>, Jamie Connell
<jconnell@blm.gov>, Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>

My comments and suggested edits to the Ursa letter are attached.  

Steve

On Thu, Mar 28, 2013 at 12:02 PM, McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:

Hi All:  Here are drafts of the SG and Ursa letters for everyone to review.  They have
already been reviewed by Jack, who is copied here.  Thanks.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

 

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

(b) (5)
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Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 

 
Add Antero 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:40 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov,
cbodding@blm.gov, jconnell@blm.gov

 

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:07 PM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

Looping Celia who is the holder of the rollout plan. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; nkornze@blm.gov <nkornze@blm.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>; Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

Hi Everyone:  Do you all want me to be the one to reach out to the lawyers for the
various parties in advance of a public announcement?

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor

(b) (5)
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U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the additional language Jack.

I think we are now looking at Friday for issuance/rollout.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, 

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;
>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>>

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>> 

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.
>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>
>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351
>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW

(b) (5)
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> Room 6140
> Washington, DC  20240
> 202-208-7351

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351



   United States Department of the Interior 
 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Colorado River Valley Field Office 

2300 River Frontage Road 
Silt, Colorado 81652 

IN REPLY REFER TO:  
CON040  
 
 
 

April XX, 2013 
 

Certified No. 7011 2000 0002 xxx xxx 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
SG Interests I, Ltd 
Attn: Robert H. Guinn II 
100 Waugh Drive, Suite 400 
Houston, Texas 77007   
 

DECISION 
 
Re: Suspension of Operations and Production for Federal Oil and Gas Leases COC66687, 

COC66688, COC66689, COC66690, COC66691, COC 66692, COC66693, COC66694, 
COC66695, COC66696, COC66697, COC66698, COC66699, COC66700, COC66701, and 
COC66702, Garfield, Pitkin, Gunnison, and Mesa Counties, Colorado 

 
Dear Mr. Guinn: 
 
This letter responds to SG Interests I, Ltd’s (SG) February 12, 2013 request for suspension of operations 
and production for the above-referenced federal oil and gas leases (Leases).  The Leases underlie national 
forest systems lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service, White River National Forest.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s (BLM) Colorado River Valley Field Office is responsible for managing the subject 
federal mineral estate.  The Leases were sold and issued between June 1, 2003 and October 1, 2003, with 
ten-year primary terms.   
 
In the request for suspension, SG asserts that suspension of the Leases is in the interest of conservation by 
providing additional time for: “1) BLM to conduct a leasing decision NEPA [National Environmental 
Policy Act] analysis on the Leases; 2) BLM to issue the amended Lake Ridge Unit approval and complete 
an APD [application for permit to drill] NEPA analysis on the Unit obligation well(s) and any APD 
outside the Unit or, if no Unit is formed, for BLM to complete NEPA on all of the Lease APDs; and 3) 
SG to explore negotiations with [local government and interested parties] in a good faith attempt to 
address their concerns.”  

(b) (5)



2 
 

As noted by SG, the BLM has identified the need to address a NEPA deficiency associated with the 
decisions to issue the Leases.  In particular, now that SG has proposed a unit and development activities 
for the Leases, and in consideration of comments from interested parties that have asserted the Leases 
were issued in violation of NEPA and other statutes, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect 
at lease issuance (see Board of Commissioners of Pitkin County, 173 IBLA 173 (2007)), and has decided 
it will undertake additional NEPA analysis addressing the decisions to issue the Leases.  The BLM 
requires additional time to complete this effort.  Review of the unit application and APDs is delayed 
pending completion of that analysis and resolution of leasing decision issues.  No leasehold activities will 
be authorized until a NEPA analysis addressing the leasing decisions is completed.   

(b) (5)
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(b) (5)



 

(b) (5)



 

(b) (5)



6 
 

These suspensions are effective February 1, 2013, the first day of the month in which the request was 
received.  These suspensions of operations and production for the above-referenced leases will be in 
effect until April 1, 2014, unless terminated earlier if the authorized officer determines that the 
suspensions would no longer be in the interest of conservation.  In no case will an individual suspension 
remain in effect after the BLM has approved an APD and access to the leasehold is allowed.  The 
suspensions may be jointly or individually terminated.  
 
The BLM has determined that this approval of suspension of operations and production falls within the 
categorical exclusion from NEPA review provided in 516 DM 11.9 and the BLM NEPA Handbook H-
1790-1, and that there are no extraordinary circumstances (43 C.F.R. 46.215 and 516 DM 2) that preclude 
use of the categorical exclusion. Documentation of the categorical exclusion and these determinations for 
this action is available on the BLM Colorado River Valley NEPA log at 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/BLM Information/nepa/gsfo.html under NEPA log number DOI-BLM-CO-
N040-2013-000X-CX. 
 
Rental payments will be suspended during the period of suspension of operations and production.  SG 
may engage in casual use activities during the period of suspension.  BLM will not authorize any ground-
disturbing activities during the period of suspension.  Any operations such as road construction, site 
preparation, or drilling taking place on a suspended lease will automatically terminate the lease 
suspension. 
 
In accordance with 43 C.F.R. 3165.3, any adversely affected party contesting this decision may request an 
administrative review of this decision, before the State Director, either with or without oral presentation. 

(b) (5)
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This request, including all supporting documentation, shall be submitted in writing within 20 business 
days of the date this decision was received, or considered to have been received, by SG and shall be sent 
to: Colorado State Director, 2850 Youngfield Street, Lakewood, Colorado 80215-7076. The decision of 
the State Director may then be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals in accordance with 43 
C.F.R. 3165.4. 
 
Please contact Steve Ficklin, Program Manager, at (970) 876-9006 with any questions. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve G. Bennett 
Field Office Manager 

 
 
Cc. BLM Colorado State Office (CO-910) 

Attn: Milada Krasilinec 
2850 Youngfield Street 
Lakewood CO 80215 
 
Office of Natural Resources Revenue 
P.O. Box 5760, MS 357 B-1 
Denver, CO 80225 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov> Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:41 PM
To: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, nkornze@blm.gov
Cc: Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov,
jconnell@blm.gov

Matt. Per DOI the announcement is on hold till next week. Celia
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> 
Cc: Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov <Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>; Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov
<Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; steve_black@ios.doi.gov
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; cbodding@blm.gov <cbodding@blm.gov>; jconnell@blm.gov <jconnell@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

 

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:07 PM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

Looping Celia who is the holder of the rollout plan. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; nkornze@blm.gov <nkornze@blm.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>; Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

(b) (5)
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Hi Everyone:  Do you all want me to be the one to reach out to the lawyers for the
various parties in advance of a public announcement?

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the additional language Jack.

I think we are now looking at Friday for issuance/rollout.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, 

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>> 

>>
>> I've attached a redline of the SG response.
>>
>>

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.
>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>
>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW
> Room 6140
> Washington, DC  20240
> 202-208-7351

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:45 PM
To: Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>

News to me too . . . at our meeting last week, Neil told KLS these would go out this week.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>
Date: Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:41 PM
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
To: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, nkornze@blm.gov
Cc: Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov,
jconnell@blm.gov

Matt. Per DOI the announcement is on hold till next week. Celia
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> 
Cc: Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov <Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>; Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov
<Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; steve_black@ios.doi.gov
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; cbodding@blm.gov <cbodding@blm.gov>; jconnell@blm.gov <jconnell@blm.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

 

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:07 PM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

Looping Celia who is the holder of the rollout plan. 

Neil

(b) (5)
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From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; nkornze@blm.gov <nkornze@blm.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>; Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

Hi Everyone:  Do you all want me to be the one to reach out to the lawyers for the
various parties in advance of a public announcement?

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the additional language Jack.

I think we are now looking at Friday for issuance/rollout.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, (b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>>

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;
>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>> 

 the
>> letter will be the basis for the broader communication of our position.
>>
>> I've attached a redline of the SG response.
>>
>>

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.
>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351
>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW
> Room 6140
> Washington, DC  20240
> 202-208-7351

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 4:08 PM
To: Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>
Cc: nkornze@blm.gov, Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov,
steve_black@ios.doi.gov, jconnell@blm.gov

Thanks Celia.  

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 1:41 PM, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov> wrote:

Matt. Per DOI the announcement is on hold till next week. Celia
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> 
Cc: Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov <Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>; Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov
<Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; steve_black@ios.doi.gov
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; cbodding@blm.gov <cbodding@blm.gov>; jconnell@blm.gov <jconnell@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

 

Matt McKeown

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:07 PM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

Looping Celia who is the holder of the rollout plan. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; nkornze@blm.gov <nkornze@blm.gov>;
sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

Hi Everyone:  Do you all want me to be the one to reach out to the lawyers for the
various parties in advance of a public announcement?

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the additional language Jack.

I think we are now looking at Friday for issuance/rollout.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

(b) (5)



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13dd6aa7ca074203 3/4

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, 

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;
>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>> 

 as the
>> letter will be the basis for the broader communication of our position.
>>
>> I've attached a redline of the SG response.
>>
>> 

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>
>>
>>
>>
>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351
>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW
> Room 6140
> Washington, DC  20240
> 202-208-7351

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 5:20 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

call me

On Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:45 PM, Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
News to me too . . . at our meeting last week, Neil told KLS these would go out this week.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>
Date: Thu, Apr 4, 2013 at 3:41 PM
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
To: matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov, nkornze@blm.gov
Cc: Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov, Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov, sfeldgus@blm.gov, steve_black@ios.doi.gov,
jconnell@blm.gov

Matt. Per DOI the announcement is on hold till next week. Celia
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 04, 2013 12:40 PM
To: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> 
Cc: Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov <Kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>; Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov
<Jack.Haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; steve_black@ios.doi.gov
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; cbodding@blm.gov <cbodding@blm.gov>; jconnell@blm.gov <jconnell@blm.gov>
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

 

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:07 PM, Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov> wrote:

(b) (5)
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Looping Celia who is the holder of the rollout plan. 

Neil
 

From: McKeown, Matthew [mailto:matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 10:55 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> 
Cc: Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>; nkornze@blm.gov <nkornze@blm.gov>;
sfeldgus@blm.gov <sfeldgus@blm.gov>; Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants 
 

Hi Everyone:  Do you all want me to be the one to reach out to the lawyers for the
various parties in advance of a public announcement?

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:04 AM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Thanks for the additional language Jack.

I think we are now looking at Friday for issuance/rollout.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:58 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
Ken:  

  Assuming this is acceptable to BLM, the
Solicitor's Office is done with the decision document.  I have not
been involved in the rollout strategy, so I'm not currently aware of
that status.

On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 12:12 PM, Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
> Thanks Jack, that's all the explanation I needed for the letter content.
> Are we all on track now for issuing these letters/rollout tomorrow?
>
> On Wed, Apr 3, 2013 at 11:30 AM, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
> wrote:
>>
>> Ken: I'm out of the office and haven't had a chance to look at your edits
>> yet, 

(b) (5)

(b) (5)
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>> 

>>
>> From: Lane, Kenneth [mailto:kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov]
>> Sent: Wednesday, April 03, 2013 07:51 AM
>> To: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
>> Cc: Neil Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>; Steven Feldgus <sfeldgus@blm.gov>;
>> Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>; Kevin Haugrud
>> <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
>> Subject: Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants
>>
>> I know I should have commented on these drafts earlier, my apologies.
>>
>> 

>>
>> I've attached a redline of the SG response.
>>
>> 

>>
>> On Tue, Apr 2, 2013 at 6:52 PM, McKeown, Matthew
>> <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
>>>
>>> Hi All:  Here are the revised drafts of the SG and Ursa suspension
>>> letters.  They incorporate comments from Steve Black, Jack Haugrud and
>>> BLM-CO.  From SOL's perspective, these letters are good to go if BLM-HQ is
>>> satisfied with them.  Thanks.
>>>
>>>
>>> Matt McKeown
>>> Regional Solicitor
>>> Rocky Mountain Region
>>> Office of the Solicitor
>>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>>> 755 Parfet St., Suite 151
>>> Lakewood, CO 80215
>>> (303) 231-5353 x. 555
>>>
>>>

(b) (5)

(b) (5)

(b) (5)



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Revised Drafts of SG and Ursa Suspension Grants

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13dd6ec2416dc64f 4/5

>>
>>
>>
>> --
>> Ken Lane
>> Deputy Chief of Staff
>> Office of the Secretary
>> U.S. Department of the Interior
>> 1849 C Street, NW
>> Room 6140
>> Washington, DC  20240
>> 202-208-7351
>
>
>
>
> --
> Ken Lane
> Deputy Chief of Staff
> Office of the Secretary
> U.S. Department of the Interior
> 1849 C Street, NW
> Room 6140
> Washington, DC  20240
> 202-208-7351

-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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-- 
Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Media calls detailing Thompson decision
1 message

McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov> Fri, Apr 5, 2013 at 2:51 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

FYI.

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Hall, Steven <sbhall@blm.gov>
Date: Fri, Apr 5, 2013 at 11:38 AM
Subject: Media calls detailing Thompson decision
To: Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Craig Leff <cleff@blm.gov>,
Jeff Krauss <jkrauss@blm.gov>
Cc: "McKeown, Matthew" <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>, Lonny Bagley <lbagley@blm.gov>, David L Boyd
<dboyd@blm.gov>, James Cagney <jcagney@blm.gov>

We've begun to get some media calls re a rumored Thompson Divide announcement today. The reporter had fairly
detailed (and accurate) info re the proposed action. I suspect that someone privy to the discussions has begun
talking to the press.

BLM CO will not comment other than we are still reviewing the requests. I can't predict whether or not we will
have stories in the press over the weekend.

-- 
Steven Hall
BLM Colorado Communications Director
303.239.3672
sbhall@blm.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT
1 message

Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 12:45 PM
To: Steve Black <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>

FYI - Update from Matt on his conversations with attorneys.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 12:35 PM
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT
To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Boddington, Celia" <cbodding@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>, Steven Hall
<sbhall@blm.gov>, "Wilkinson, Patrick" <p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Cynthia Moses-Nedd <cnedd@blm.gov>, Craig Leff
<cleff@blm.gov>, Andrea Nelson <anelson@blm.gov>, Neil G Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Steven Feldgus
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>, Aris Evia <aevia@blm.gov>, Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica L Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

On Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 7:41 AM, Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
The Secretary spoke directly with the Governor last Thursday so there is no need for a high-level call today.  I

would recommend that his office receive a heads up at the staff level, according to the rollout schedule.

(b) (5)
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Thanks everyone!

Best,

Blake

On Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 6:58 AM, Boddington, Celia <cbodding@blm.gov> wrote:
All -- see below for final Thompson Divide PR.  Also for today's rollout schedule. 

Pat/Andrea -- I believe that Stephanie is handling congressional outreach but please call her to  confirm.
Cynthia: I'd identified BLM Colo as responsible for calls to Governor's office but you could make sure OEA is in
the loop.  
BLM Colo -- give me a shout if you have any concerns about this schedule and if need me to run down the final
letters. 

Thanks all,
Celia

When – all times
EDT

What Who

April 9 11 am Calls to Congressionals DOI OCL

April 9  11 am Call to Governor BLM Colo

April 9  11:30 am Calls to Pitkin County,
Wilderness Workshop, SG,
Ursa, Thompson Divide
Coalition

BLM Colorado

April 9 12:30 Letters emailed to Ursa and
SG

BLM Colorado

April 9 1 pm Press release posted and
distributed

BLM Colorado

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 6:36 AM
Subject: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT
To: Laura Davis <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, David Hayes
<David_Hayes@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein <Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov>, Ned Farquhar <Ned_Farquhar@ios.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Jamie Connell <jconnell@blm.gov>, Aristotle Evia <aevia@blm.gov>, Steven Feldgus

<Steve.Feldgus@bsee.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Craig S Leff <cleff@blm.gov>, Jeff
Krauss <JKrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher Mansour <Christopher Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, Jason Buckner
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Krauss JKrauss@blm.gov , Christopher Mansour Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov , Jason Buckner
<Jason_Buckner@ios.doi.gov>, Lauren Bogard <Lauren_Bogard@ios.doi.gov>, Stephenne Harding
<stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Gail Adams <gail_adams@ios.doi.gov>, Terri Johnson
<Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>, Marc Littlejohn <marc_littlejohn@ios.doi.gov>, Israporn Pananon
<israporn_pananon@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica L Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Frank
Quimby <Frank_Quimby@ios.doi.gov>, Marc Aidinoff <marc_aidinoff@ios.doi.gov>

Attached and copied below is the Thompson Divide press release that BLM Colorado will send around 1:00 PM
EDT today.

BLM is handling notifications.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks!

Best,

Blake

BLM Approves Lease Suspensions in Thompson Divide

Additional public involvement and environmental analysis to be

conducted

 

SILT, Colo. - The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) today approved oil and gas lease suspension requests
from SG Interests and Ursa Resources Group for their leases in the Thompson Divide area west of Carbondale
in the White River National Forest.  Suspending the leases prevents any development activity, pauses the 10-
year deadline leaseholders have to develop their leases, and allows for additional public input and environmental
analysis.

 

“The lease suspensions allow the BLM additional time to complete environmental analyses on the companies’
leases and their development proposals,” said BLM Colorado River Valley Field Manager Steve Bennett.
 “These suspensions will also provide the community and the leaseholders an opportunity to continue their
dialogue on the future of the leases in the Thompson Divide area.  Ultimately, the leases could be voided,
reaffirmed or modified as an outcome of the additional environmental analysis.”

 

The request for suspension was made, in part, to give BLM additional time to conduct the required National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental analysis on the companies’ development proposals and to
allow for additional discussions with and between stakeholders in a good faith attempt to address their
concerns. 

 

In granting the request for lease suspensions, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect at lease
issuance – the lack of a NEPA analysis – and has decided to undertake additional NEPA analysis to determine
whether the leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific

development proposals. 
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The lease suspensions are effective Feb. 1, 2013, the date the companies submitted their suspension request
to the BLM, and expire on April 1, 2014.

 

As the manager of the leasing process, the BLM is the lead agency for decisions on lease suspension and
proposed unit agreements.  Federal units allow multiple leases to be managed as a single unit to minimize
surface disturbance and allow for orderly development.

 

SG Interest holds 18 leases in the Thompson Divide area and Ursa Resources Group holds seven.  In May
2011, SG Interests submitted a request to unitize their leases.  SG Interests has submitted 6 applications for
permits to drill on leases in the Thompson Divide area and recently requested suspensions for leases
purchased from Encana. A unitization request for the leases held by Ursa Resources Group was submitted in
2012.

 

The leased tracts in the Thompson Divide area were approved for sale by the U.S. Forest Service and sold by
the BLM in 2003-2004.

 

 

 

-- 
Blake Androff

Deputy Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435

-- 
Blake Androff

Deputy Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 2:20 PM
To: "Haugrud, Kevin" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>
Cc: Steve Black <Steve_Black@ios.doi.gov>

Thanks

On Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 12:45 PM, Haugrud, Kevin <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov> wrote:
FYI - Update from Matt on his conversations with attorneys.

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: McKeown, Matthew <matthew.mckeown@sol.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 12:35 PM
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT
To: "Androff, Blake" <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Boddington, Celia" <cbodding@blm.gov>, Helen Hankins <hhankins@blm.gov>, Steven Hall
<sbhall@blm.gov>, "Wilkinson, Patrick" <p2wilkin@blm.gov>, Cynthia Moses-Nedd <cnedd@blm.gov>, Craig Leff
<cleff@blm.gov>, Andrea Nelson <anelson@blm.gov>, Neil G Kornze <nkornze@blm.gov>, Steven Feldgus
<sfeldgus@blm.gov>, Aris Evia <aevia@blm.gov>, Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica L Kershaw
<jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Kevin Haugrud <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Matt McKeown
Regional Solicitor
Rocky Mountain Region
Office of the Solicitor
U.S. Department of the Interior
755 Parfet St., Suite 151
Lakewood, CO 80215
(303) 231-5353 x. 555

(b) (5)
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On Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 7:41 AM, Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
The Secretary spoke directly with the Governor last Thursday so there is no need for a high-level call today.  I
would recommend that his office receive a heads up at the staff level, according to the rollout schedule.

Thanks everyone!

Best,

Blake

On Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 6:58 AM, Boddington, Celia <cbodding@blm.gov> wrote:
All -- see below for final Thompson Divide PR.  Also for today's rollout schedule. 

Pat/Andrea -- I believe that Stephanie is handling congressional outreach but please call her to  confirm.
Cynthia: I'd identified BLM Colo as responsible for calls to Governor's office but you could make sure OEA is in
the loop.  
BLM Colo -- give me a shout if you have any concerns about this schedule and if need me to run down the final
letters. 

Thanks all,
Celia

When – all times
EDT

What Who

April 9 11 am Calls to Congressionals DOI OCL

April 9  11 am Call to Governor BLM Colo

April 9  11:30 am Calls to Pitkin County,
Wilderness Workshop, SG,
Ursa, Thompson Divide
Coalition

BLM Colorado

April 9 12:30 Letters emailed to Ursa and
SG

BLM Colorado

April 9 1 pm Press release posted and
distributed

BLM Colorado

 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Androff, Blake <blake_androff@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Tue, Apr 9, 2013 at 6:36 AM
Subject: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT

To: Laura Davis <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, David Hayes
<David_Hayes@ios.doi.gov>, Elizabeth Klein <Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>, Tommy Beaudreau
<tommy.beaudreau@boem.gov>, Ned Farquhar <Ned_Farquhar@ios.doi.gov>, Neil Kornze
<nkornze@blm.gov>, Jamie Connell <jconnell@blm.gov>, Aristotle Evia <aevia@blm.gov>, Steven Feldgus
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<Steve.Feldgus@bsee.gov>, Celia Boddington <cbodding@blm.gov>, Craig S Leff <cleff@blm.gov>, Jeff
Krauss <JKrauss@blm.gov>, Christopher Mansour <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, Jason Buckner
<Jason_Buckner@ios.doi.gov>, Lauren Bogard <Lauren_Bogard@ios.doi.gov>, Stephenne Harding
<stephenne_harding@ios.doi.gov>, Gail Adams <gail_adams@ios.doi.gov>, Terri Johnson
<Terri_Johnson@ios.doi.gov>, Marc Littlejohn <marc_littlejohn@ios.doi.gov>, Israporn Pananon
<israporn_pananon@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Kate P Kelly <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, Jessica L Kershaw <jessica_kershaw@ios.doi.gov>, Frank
Quimby <Frank_Quimby@ios.doi.gov>, Marc Aidinoff <marc_aidinoff@ios.doi.gov>

Attached and copied below is the Thompson Divide press release that BLM Colorado will send around 1:00 PM
EDT today.

BLM is handling notifications.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks!

Best,

Blake

BLM Approves Lease Suspensions in Thompson Divide

Additional public involvement and environmental analysis to be

conducted

 

SILT, Colo. - The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) today approved oil and gas lease suspension requests
from SG Interests and Ursa Resources Group for their leases in the Thompson Divide area west of Carbondale
in the White River National Forest.  Suspending the leases prevents any development activity, pauses the 10-
year deadline leaseholders have to develop their leases, and allows for additional public input and environmental
analysis.

 

“The lease suspensions allow the BLM additional time to complete environmental analyses on the companies’
leases and their development proposals,” said BLM Colorado River Valley Field Manager Steve Bennett.
 “These suspensions will also provide the community and the leaseholders an opportunity to continue their
dialogue on the future of the leases in the Thompson Divide area.  Ultimately, the leases could be voided,
reaffirmed or modified as an outcome of the additional environmental analysis.”

 

The request for suspension was made, in part, to give BLM additional time to conduct the required National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental analysis on the companies’ development proposals and to
allow for additional discussions with and between stakeholders in a good faith attempt to address their
concerns. 

 

In granting the request for lease suspensions, the BLM has identified the need to remedy a defect at lease
issuance – the lack of a NEPA analysis – and has decided to undertake additional NEPA analysis to determine
whether the leases should be voided, reaffirmed or subject to additional mitigation measures for site-specific
development proposals. 

 



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Re: Thompson Divide Press Release - 1:00 PM EDT

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13df00778d80488d 4/5

The lease suspensions are effective Feb. 1, 2013, the date the companies submitted their suspension request
to the BLM, and expire on April 1, 2014.

 

As the manager of the leasing process, the BLM is the lead agency for decisions on lease suspension and
proposed unit agreements.  Federal units allow multiple leases to be managed as a single unit to minimize
surface disturbance and allow for orderly development.

 

SG Interest holds 18 leases in the Thompson Divide area and Ursa Resources Group holds seven.  In May
2011, SG Interests submitted a request to unitize their leases.  SG Interests has submitted 6 applications for
permits to drill on leases in the Thompson Divide area and recently requested suspensions for leases
purchased from Encana. A unitization request for the leases held by Ursa Resources Group was submitted in
2012.

 

The leased tracts in the Thompson Divide area were approved for sale by the U.S. Forest Service and sold by
the BLM in 2003-2004.

 

 

 

-- 
Blake Androff

Deputy Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435

-- 
Blake Androff

Deputy Director of Communications

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office: (202) 208-6416 | Cel l : (202) 725-7435

-- 
Ken Lane

Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Room 6140
Washington, DC  20240
202-208-7351
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Mountain West News Daily Newsletter
1 message

editor@mountainwestnews.org <editor@mountainwestnews.org> Wed, Apr 10, 2013 at 1:07 PM
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

 Flathead Lake at sunrise Photo courtesy of Rick and Susie Graetz  

Go to web site

Mountain West News is a

program of the

O'Connor Center for the Rocky

Mountain West at

The University of Montana

Wednesday,
April 10, 2013

Produced by Shellie Nelson, MW News Editor

Editor's notes:

In the Rockies today, the Bureau of Land Management approved suspension
requests of two companies that held leases on Colorado's Thompson Divide.

The approval gives those two companies more time to develop more than two dozen
natural-gas leases on the Divide, a decision that angered groups and residents of the
area who wanted the BLM to allow the leases to expire.

The decision gives the companies more bargaining power, should Colorado U.S. Sen.
Michael Bennet's legislation introduced that would prohibit future leasing on the
Divide, and provides a process by which existing leases can be either purchased or
donated and retired.

Also in the news, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar told Wyoming's federal lawmakers
that they would be given an opportunity to provide input on any decision to include
the Yellowstone River in the National Blueways System, and in Colorado, about half
the states' county sheriffs are promising to participate in a lawsuit challenging that
state's new gun regulations.

And in our In-depth section, a series of articles about water in the West, with irrigators
in New Mexico issuing a water call on the Pecos River, and in Idaho, some irrigators
will have an adequate supply of water this year, and some won't, unless it rains.

Montana Public Radio will broadcast Mountain West Voices at 8:25 tonight.

This evening Clay Scott takes listeners to a sheep ranch in central Montana, and
provides them with a glimpse into the world of itinerant sheep shearers.

u e in  on a a ub ic Ra io a  8 25 p  or li e  li  v a the M tai  Wes

Mountain West Voices

On the Bookshelf

Mountain West Perspectives

A Look Ahead

A Look Ahead
April 17-18: 35th Public Land Law
Symposium and 41st National
Spring Conference on the

Environment: Balancing Act &
Paradigm Shift: The Role of Public
Lands in America's Energy Future,

University of Montana, Missoula

April 20: Bozeman Library
Foundation's 5th Annual

Cornerstone Celebration,
Bozeman, Mont.

April 29-30: The Ruckelshaus
Institute of Environment and

Natural Resources at the
University of Wyoming's Forum on

Collaboration in Natural
Resources, Lander, Wyo.

On the Bookshelf
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Tune into Montana Public Radio at 8:25 p.m. or listen online via the Mountain West
Voices website.

 

Quote of the day:

"While I know many communities in the Thompson Divide area had hoped the leases would

expire this May, I am pleased to see that BLM has recognized the importance of the ongoing
community dialogue over future development."

Colorado U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, who has introduced legislation to prevent future energy leases on the

Thompson Divide and to allow for the retirement of existing leases, responding to the news that the BLM agreed to

suspension requests to extend 25 natural-gas leases on the Thompson Divide.

- Aspen Times

Rockies today

USFS policy change seeks public input pre-decision 
On March 27, the U.S. Forest Service implemented a new policy that asks people to weigh in on

projects before decisions are made on how to proceed to help refine the decision making process

and perhaps decrease the number of appeals filed on projects.

Ravalli Republic; April 10

Send this to a friend

BLM grants companies' suspension requests on Colorado leases 
The Bureau of Land Management granted suspension requests from SG Interests and Ursa

Resources Group that will allow those companies more time to develop 25 natural-gas leases on

the Thompson Divide in Colorado.

Aspen Times; April 10

Send this to a friend

Montana conference explores 'The Role of Public Lands in America's Energy Future' 
The University of Montana's 35th Public Land Law Symposium and 41st National Spring

Conference on the Environment addresses the "Balancing Act & Paradigm Shift: The Role

of Public Lands in America's Energy Future," on April 17-18 in Missoula.

Mountain West News; April 10

Send this to a friend

Salazar: Wyoming to get a say in Blueways designation of Yellowstone River 
Wyoming U.S. Sens. Mike Enzi and John Barrasso and U.S. Rep. Cynthia Lummis opposed the

Interior Department's plan to designate the Yellowstone River as a "Blueway," and outgoing Interior

Secretary Ken Salazar answered those concerns with the promise that "...the nomination process

will also require a letter of support from states with a significant portion of the watershed within

their borders."

Casper Star-Tribune; April 9

Send this to a friend

Developer fights Alberta decision to decline water license for development 
Nearly all the water in southern Alberta is closed to new licenses, and in Okotoks, where it has only

enough water in its permit to grow by a couple of thousand residents, the issue is particularly

controversial, but a developer of a project near the town is appealing the province's decision to

deny a permit for water.

Calgary Herald; April 10

Send this to a friend

Read more on about water in the West in our In-depth section 

; April 10

Send this to a friend

Nebraska company halts work on coal mine in W. Wyoming 
The Haystack Coal Co., a subsidiary of Nebraska-based Kiewit Corp., announced it was halting

work on its coal mine near Evanston, citing poor coal prices in its decision on the Wyoming mine.

Casper Star-Tribune; April 10

Send this to a friend

County sheriffs in Colorado to sue to block new regulations 
More than half of the county sheriffs in Colorado have agreed to join a lawsuit to block the state's

new gun laws.

e v  os ; p il 10

On the Bookshelf
Barbara Theroux of Fact & Fiction
reviews Brad Tyer's "Opportunity,
Montana"

Mountain West
Perspectives

Restoring Montana Ecologically
and Economically

Mountain West Voices
Hear the stories of the Mountain
West:

3/28/2013:   
Voices on the
Landscape

3/20/2013:
  

A Family History
Rewritten

3/13/2013:   The Survivor's Story

3/6/2013:   La Colonia

2/27/2013:   I Know Who I Am

Major Funders:

Support MW News

In addition to its major funders,
MW News receives funding
support and donations from
hundreds of individuals each year



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Mountain West News Daily Newsletter

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13df4f45d1e4a607 3/4

Denver Post; April 10

Send this to a friend

More on gun-related legislation in Politics 

; April 10

Send this to a friend

Update on Utah pipeline spill says 3,000 gallons of fuel yet to be recovered 
The amount of diesel fuel spilled from Chevron's pipeline in Utah near Willard Bay State Park three

weeks ago has been reduced by about 6,000 gallons, down to 21,000 gallons, and the latest

update indicates there are about 3,000 gallons of fuel yet to be cleaned up.

Salt Lake Tribune; April 10

Send this to a friend

Opinion

Colorado legislators need to slow down on renewable-energy legislation 
Senate Bill 252, which would mandate that rural electric cooperatives in Colorado get 25 percent of

their power from renewable sources by 2020, simply tries to do too much too soon at too high a

cost, and legislators should scuttle this bill and come up with one that makes sense.

Denver Post; April 10

Send this to a friend

Beyond the region

U.S. companies post more jobs, hire fewer workers 
Labor analysts said there are a number of reasons why U.S. companies have more open positions

but are making less new hires, including applicants' lack of skills needed, too low wages for some

jobs, and an uncertainty on the employers part to commit to a new employee.

Salt Lake Tribune (AP); April 10

Send this to a friend

In depth

Desperate irrigation district makes water call on Pecos River in N.M. 
The farmers who are members of the Carlsbad Irrigation District in southern New Mexico can trace

their water rights back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and after the state informed those

irrigators they would get just 10 percent of their normal allotment of water due to extreme drought

conditions, the board voted to exercise a water call on the Pecos River, which could affect a stream

of industries, including oil and gas.

New York Times; April 10

Send this to a friend

Varying levels of snowpack create haves, have nots for Idaho irrigators 
Central and southern Idaho got very little snow over the past three months, and reservoir levels are

low, too, with water shortages projected for Magic and Salmon Falls irrigators.

Twin Falls Times-News; April 9

Send this to a friend

Irrigators in Montana's Bitterroot River watershed pray for rain 
With snowpack levels in the Bitterroot River watershed the lowest in Montana, irrigators are turning

their attention and hopes to summer rains.

Ravalli Republic; April 10

Send this to a friend

Wyoming water officials welcome spring snow 
The snowstorm that closed roads in Wyoming was a welcome event for water managers, who said

that the state need the moisture.

Casper Star-Tribune; April 9

Send this to a friend

Politics:

Federal-gun control legislation may be done in by the numbers 

Environment:

Montana DEQ to hold meeting on Whitehall mine's expansion proposal 

Legislature:

ouse em crats intr duce bill  requ  C rado c t chan  st fe  

hundreds of individuals each year.
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House Democrats introduce bill to require Colorado climate-change staffer 

Economy:

Utah, Virginia governors court California businesses 

Tribes:

Coeur d'Alene Tr be makes move to put Idaho w aterfront property into trust 

Economy:

Montana retailers say national ammunition shortage seen in state, too 

Legislature:

Bill to study landow ner, Montana FWP relations advances in the Senate 

Politics:

Montana congressman finds his ow n w ay in D.C. 

Economy:

Construction jobs edge up in Idaho 

Community:

Oilsands company's $100K fine for w ater violation to be used for w etlands 

Environment:

Wyoming group says last eagle in lead study dies of lead poisoning 

Community:

Montana DEQ asks EPA to back off SO2 designation for Yellow stone Co. 

Community:

Some Montana counties say disaster funds not w orth the paperw ork 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Mountain West News Daily Newsletter
1 message

editor@mountainwestnews.org <editor@mountainwestnews.org> Fri, Apr 12, 2013 at 1:25 PM
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov

 Como Peaks, Bitterroot River Photo courtesy of Rick and Susie Graetz  

Go to web site

Mountain West News is a

program of the

O'Connor Center for the Rocky
Mountain West at

The University of Montana

Friday,
April 12, 2013

Produced by Shellie Nelson, MW News Editor

Editor's notes:

In the Rockies today, the focus is on Colorado.

U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton's Healthy Forest Management Act, which would give states
more say in federal forest lands management, passed out of a House subcommittee
on Thursday.

And in the state House, a bill that would allow Colorado to buy three air tankers to use
to fight wildfires got the approval of the Senate Agriculture Committee and now moves
to the Senate Appropriations Committee.

The Pitkin County Commission will be filing an appeal of the Bureau of Land
Management's decision to allow the suspension of energy leases on the Thompson
Divide in Colorado, which gives the two energy companies holding those leases more
time to develop them.

And in Northern Colorado, the water board that oversees the Colorado-Big
Thompson Project will, for just the second time in 56 years, be making allocation

decisions driven by availability of water, as drought has significantly lowered the
levels in the 12 reservoirs managed by the board.

And finally, the Centennial State is offering $3.1 million in tax incentives to lure the
California biofuel company, Cool Planet Energy Systems, to the state.

 

Quote of the day:

Mountain West Voices

On the Bookshelf

Mountain West Perspectives

A Look Ahead

A Look Ahead
April 17-18: 35th Public Land Law

Symposium and 41st National
Spring Conference on the

Environment: Balancing Act &
Paradigm Shift: The Role of Public
Lands in America's Energy Future,

University of Montana, Missoula

April 20: Bozeman Library

Foundation's 5th Annual
Cornerstone Celebration,
Bozeman, Mont.

April 29-30: The Ruckelshaus

Institute of Environment and
Natural Resources at the
University of Wyoming's Forum on

Collaboration in Natural
Resources, Lander, Wyo.

On the Bookshelf
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Quote of the day:

"We are one lightning strike ... away from a catastrophic fire that could change Colorado

forever."

State Sen. Steve King, urging support for his Senate Bil l 245, which would allow Colorado to purchase three air

tankers to use to fight wildfires.

- Durango Herald

Rockies today

Colorado congressman's Healthy Forest bill advances in the House 
On Thursday, the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Environmental

Regulation heard testimony on Colorado U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton's Healthy Forest Management and

Wildfire Prevention Act, which would increase state control over federal forest lands, and give

governors authority to declare areas "high risk" to expand collaborative efforts to reduce wildfire

potential, and sent the bill to the full House Natural Resources Committee for action.

Durango Herald; April 12

Send this to a friend

Colorado Senate panel OKs bill for state-owned firefighting air tankers 
Senate Bill 245, co-sponsored by Sens. Steve King, R-Grand Junction and Cheri Jahn, D-Wheat

Ridge, would authorize the purchase of three air tankers to help fight wildfires in the state, and the

Senate Agriculture Committee voted 5-0 to send the bill to the Senate Appropriations Committee,

where the $25-million price tag may temper legislators' enthusiasm.

Durango Herald; April 12

Send this to a friend

Massive landslide stops production at Kennecott Utah mine 
Kennecott Utah Copper personnel said it's unknown when operations at the Bingham Canyon

Mine will resume, following a massive landslide at the mine.

Deseret News; April 12

Send this to a friend

View more photos of the Kennecott Utah Copper mine 

KSL.com; April 12

Send this to a friend

Colorado county appeals BLM's Thompson Divide lease decision 
The Pitkin County Commission said it will file an administrative appeal of the Bureau of Land

Management's decision to suspend energy leases on the Colorado's Thompson Divide, effectively

extending those natural gas leases.

Aspen Times; April 12

Send this to a friend

Oil, gas leasing an option in latest USFS study of Wyoming Range 
A number of oil and gas leases on the Wyoming Range were bought out by a coalition of

environmental and conservation groups last year and retired, but the U.S. Forest Service is

analyzing an additional 45,000 acres in that area of the Bridger-Teton National Forest for potential

oil and gas leasing.

Casper Star-Tribune; April 12

Send this to a friend

Wyoming residents question lack of fine for last year's blowout of oil well 
The determination of the Wyoming Oil and Gas Conservation Commission that the oil well blowout

that occurred last year and forced dozens of residents near Douglas from their homes did not

violate any laws is being questioned by those residents, given that human error was determined to

be the cause of the blowout.

Casper Star-Tribune; April 12

Send this to a friend

For 2nd time in 56 years, Colorado water system sets quotas on availability 
The Colorado-Big Thompson Project has 12 reservoirs in its system, making it one the largest

water supply project in Northern Colorado, and for only the second time in the 56 years the system

has been in place, the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District is setting quotas on water

availability due to low reservoir levels and scant snowpack to raise those reservoir levels.

Greeley Tribune; April 12

Send this to a friend

Colorado offers $3.1M in tax credits to lure California biofuel firm to state 
California-based Cool Planet Energy Systems, which touts a process to cost-effectively make

On the Bookshelf
Barbara Theroux of Fact & Fiction
reviews Brad Tyer's "Opportunity,
Montana"

Mountain West
Perspectives

Restoring Montana Ecologically
and Economically

Mountain West Voices
Hear the stories of the Mountain
West:

4/10/2013:   Shearing Sheep

3/27/2013:
  

Voices on the
Landscape

3/20/2013:
  

A Family History
Rewritten

3/13/2013:   The Survivor's Story

3/6/2013:   La Colonia

Major Funders:

Support MW News

In addition to its major funders,
MW News receives funding
support and donations from
hundreds of individuals each year
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California based Cool Planet Energy Systems, which touts a process to cost effectively make

gasoline out of plant waste or biomass, is scouting for a new location for its corporate

headquarters and for its first high-capacity manufacturing plant, and on Thursday, the Colorado

Economic Development Commission voted to offer the company $3.1-million in tax incentives to

bring their business to the Centennial State.

Denver Post; April 12

Send this to a friend

Beyond the region

U.S. senators say EPA nominee will likely be confirmed 
Gina McCarthy, President Obama's nominee to lead the Environmental Protection Agency,

appeared before the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee on Thursday, where she

promised a common sense approach on climate change.

Washington Post; April 12

Send this to a friend

Environment Canada presses for more info on hydraulic fracturing 
In a letter to the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers in March, Paul Boothe, the former

deputy minister of Environment Canada, indicated that the department was seeking additional

information about fluids used during hydraulic fracturing operations beyond what the voluntary

program asked.

Edmonton Journal (Postmedia); April 12

Send this to a friend

Community:

USDA declares drought disaster in 6 Montana counties 

Politics:

Montana U.S. Sen. Baucus w ill not vote for gun legislation 

Tribes:

Crow  Tr be, Westmoreland sign pact expanding Montana coal mine 

Economy:

Five former employees of Wyoming hog farm convicted of animal abuse 

Environment:

USFS schedules forums in 3 w estern states on ski areas, w ater rights 

Economy:

Idaho county reports a rise in housing prices, sales 

Environment:

USFS approves Vail Mountain's proposed upgrades in Colorado 

Legislature:

Montana Senate committee tables $228M appropriations bill 

Community:

Wyoming study links high ozone levels to increased doctors visits 

Environment:

Montana FWP commissioner resigns, cites concerns about confirmation 

Legislature:

Montana House committee advances Senate bill on bison 

Environment:

BLM to breach tw o aging dams in Montana 

Environment:

Utah, federal off icials say conditions prime for another bad w ildfire season 

Legislature:

Wyoming group to meet today on health care exchange 

Environment:

ver os  d c sion  among h se m de T ursday  ontan   

hundreds of individuals each year.
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River-closure decisions among those made Thursday by Montana FWP 

Environment:

Joshua trees in bloom in several w estern states 

Community:

Utah avalanche forecaster dies in slide 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Call list for today
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Jul 18, 2012 at 1:46 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

 

Steve,

 

Your calls for today:

 

1.)    07/18/2012 @ 1:44PM, Zane Kessler, New Executive Director at Thompson Divide in Colorado, (405) 315-6740, re:

Catch up and best ways to engage interior
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Call List - Uno mas!
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Jul 18, 2012 at 2:01 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

1.)    07/18/2012 @ 1:44PM, Zane Kessler, New Executive Director at Thompson Divide in Colorado, (405) 315-6740, re:

Catch up and best ways to engage interior

 

2.)    07/18/2012 @ 1:58PM - Sean Gallagher w/KRoad, (415) 799-4095, Spoke with Ryan Mulvanan.  Said his office

discussed w/Sec. ceremony re: MOAPA ROD  -at Sen. Reid’s energy summit in Las Vegas next month.  Is it likely?  Wants

to plan ahead.

 



7/10/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Call List for Today

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1y&search=adv&th=138a0fd1cbf092ff 1/1

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Call List for Today
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Jul 19, 2012 at 4:45 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Steve, FYI:

 

1.)    07/18/2012 @ 1:44PM, Zane Kessler, New Executive Director at Thompson Divide in Colorado, (405) 315-6740, re:

Catch up and best ways to engage interior

 

2.)    07/18/2012 @ 1:58PM - Sean Gallagher w/KRoad, (415) 799-4095, Spoke with Ryan Mulvanan.  Said his office

discussed w/Sec. ceremony re: MOAPA ROD  -at Sen. Reid’s energy summit in Las Vegas next month.  Is it likely?  Wants

to plan ahead.

 

3.)07/19/2012 @ 4:42PM - Cole Finnigan, (303) 454-2583 or Cell: (303) 517-2617
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Supporters Respond to Draft Legislation on
Thompson Divide
1 message

Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@thompsondividecoalition.com> Fri, Aug 3, 2012 at 1:17 PM
To: Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@thompsondividecoalition.com>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                             Contact: Jock Jacober

August 3, 2012                                                                                                 Phone: 970.319.8962

                                                                                                                                      

SUPPORTERS RESPOND TO DRAFT LEGISLATION ON THOMPSON DIVIDE

Draft bill allows for public input as a next step in the process. Appreciation expressed by business
owners and ranchers alike.

 

Carbondale, Colorado – Supporters of the Carbondale-based Thompson Divide Coalition expressed
appreciation and support for a piece of draft legislation being circulated by U.S. Senator Michael
Bennet.

 

The Thompson Divide Coalition represents a broad-based contingent of ranchers, business owners
and recreationalists in and around the Roaring Fork Valley. The coalition has received support from
local and county governments in the area, and from more than 3,000 individuals that support
protecting the area from future oil and gas development.

 

“My business and my co-workers depend on the abundant wildlife and untouched landscape within
the Thompson Divide. We’re glad to see that our congresspeople finally understand that this isn’t
about tree hugging. It’s about protecting our rural economy and our way of life.” -Randy Melton,
Avalanche Outfitters

"Having participated in earlier roundtable meetings between Senator Bennet, industry representatives
and community members, it's good to see that we're still moving forward. As ranchers, we depend
on the water from Thompson Divide to irrigate our fields. And our cattle depend on this for summer
pasture. This area is important for a number of reasons and it deserves permanent protection from
future development." -Bill Fales, Roaring Fork area rancher.
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“I really appreciate the attention and effort that Senator Bennet has been putting into this issue.  I think
the Senator recognizes that the Thompson Divide is a very special place, and that it presents a
unique opportunity for the industry and the community to work together on a solution that they can
both live with.” Jeff Houpt – President, Oak Meadows Service Company. 

 

The Thompson Divide area covers 221,500 acres of Federal land in Pitkin County (88,100 acres),
Gunnison County (51,700 acres), Garfield County (43,500 acres), Mesa County (30,500 acres) and
Delta County (7,700 acres).  There are currently 81 leases in the area covering appoximately 105,000
acres.  Half of the leases are in roadless areas and do not contain surface stipulations.

 

The Thompson Divide Coalition is seeking federal legislation to permanently withdraw the area from
availability for future leasing. The coalition is also working with current leaseholders to retire existing
leases.

 

###
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Supporters Respond to Draft Legislation on
Thompson Divide
1 message

Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@thompsondividecoalition.com> Fri, Aug 3, 2012 at 1:39 PM
To: Zane Kessler <zane.kessler@thompsondividecoalition.com>

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                             Contact: Jock Jacober

August 3, 2012                                                                                                 Phone: 970.319.8962

                                                                                                                                      

SUPPORTERS RESPOND TO DRAFT LEGISLATION ON THOMPSON DIVIDE

Draft bill allows for public input as a next step in the process. Appreciation expressed by business
owners and ranchers alike.

 

Carbondale, Colorado – Supporters of the Carbondale-based Thompson Divide Coalition expressed
appreciation and support for a piece of draft legislation being circulated by U.S. Senator Michael
Bennet.

 

The Thompson Divide Coalition represents a broad-based contingent of ranchers, business owners
and recreationalists in and around the Roaring Fork Valley. The coalition has received support from
local and county governments in the area, and from more than 3,000 individuals that support
protecting the area from future oil and gas development.

 

“My business and my co-workers depend on the abundant wildlife and untouched landscape within
the Thompson Divide. We’re glad to see that our congresspeople finally understand that this isn’t
about tree hugging. It’s about protecting our rural economy and our way of life.” -Randy Melton,
Avalanche Outfitters

"Having participated in earlier roundtable meetings between Senator Bennet, industry representatives
and community members, it's good to see that we're still moving forward. As ranchers, we depend
on the water from Thompson Divide to irrigate our fields. And our cattle depend on this for summer
pasture. This area is important for a number of reasons and it deserves permanent protection from
future development." -Bill Fales, Roaring Fork area rancher.
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“I really appreciate the attention and effort that Senator Bennet has been putting into this issue.  I think
the Senator recognizes that the Thompson Divide is a very special place, and that it presents a
unique opportunity for the industry and the community to work together on a solution that they can
both live with.” Jeff Houpt – President, Oak Meadows Service Company. 

 

The Thompson Divide area covers 221,500 acres of Federal land in Pitkin County (88,100 acres),
Gunnison County (51,700 acres), Garfield County (43,500 acres), Mesa County (30,500 acres) and
Delta County (7,700 acres).  There are currently 81 leases in the area covering appoximately 105,000
acres.  Half of the leases are in roadless areas and do not contain surface stipulations.

 

The Thompson Divide Coalition is seeking federal legislation to permanently withdraw the area from
availability for future leasing. The coalition is also working with current leaseholders to retire existing
leases.

 

###
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Mon, Sep 3, 2012 at 8:19 PM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve"
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Mon, Sep 3, 2012 at 11:37 PM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve"
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Hi Ken. I'll be around Wednesday all-day and then Thursday morning. I'll
send the materials on to Kate in preparation for our meeting.

Neil

Neil

----- Original Message -----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 06:19 PM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Sep 4, 2012 at 9:08 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve"
<steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>

Thanks.  Debbie will contcat you to schedule.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 11:37 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Hi Ken. I'll be around Wednesday all-day and then Thursday morning. I'll
send the materials on to Kate in preparation for our meeting.

Neil

Neil

----- Original Message -----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 06:19 PM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
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problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Kelly, Kate P <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Sep 4, 2012 at 3:03 PM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Davis, Laura"
<Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>

I'd like to suggest that we use tomorrow's meeting to also briefly talk
through a few more upcoming issues:

-----Original Message-----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Thanks.  Debbie will contcat you to schedule.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 11:37 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Hi Ken. I'll be around Wednesday all-day and then Thursday morning. I'll
send the materials on to Kate in preparation for our meeting.

Neil

Neil

----- Original Message -----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 06:19 PM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

(b) (5)
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----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Sep 4, 2012 at 3:06 PM
To: "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Davis, Laura"
<Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>

I agree

----- Original Message -----
From: Kelly, Kate P
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:03 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: RE: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

I'd like to suggest that we use tomorrow's meeting to also briefly talk
through a few more upcoming issues:

-----Original Message-----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Thanks.  Debbie will contcat you to schedule.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 11:37 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Hi Ken. I'll be around Wednesday all-day and then Thursday morning. I'll
send the materials on to Kate in preparation for our meeting.

Neil

Neil

----- Original Message -----

(b) (5)
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From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 06:19 PM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Sep 4, 2012 at 3:25 PM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G"
<nkornze@blm.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>

Have we picked a time for this meeting?  I'll be in CA but will try to
call in.

Steve

----- Original Message -----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:06 PM
To: Kelly, Kate P; Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

I agree

----- Original Message -----
From: Kelly, Kate P
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:03 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: RE: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

I'd like to suggest that we use tomorrow's meeting to also briefly talk
through a few more upcoming issues:

-----Original Message-----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 9:09 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Thanks.  Debbie will contcat you to schedule.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G

(b) (5)
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Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 11:37 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J; Kelly, Kate P
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Hi Ken. I'll be around Wednesday all-day and then Thursday morning. I'll
send the materials on to Kate in preparation for our meeting.

Neil

Neil

----- Original Message -----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 06:19 PM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Neil, are you around wed or thurs?  Would be helpful to have a short
meeting with you and kate before the notification goes out.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Monday, September 03, 2012 05:49 PM
To: Davis, Laura; Lane, Kenneth; Black, Steve
Cc: Pool, Michael J
Subject: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

Laura, Ken, and Steve:

Earlier this year there was some strong public interest in what would
happen with certain oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area, in the
White River National Forest.  They key issue was whether requests for
unitization would be granted on leases that were near their expiration.
Granting the unitization would extend the life of all impacted leases.  In
doing research on this case, the BLM and SOL uncovered that there are some
basic NEPA problems underlying all of the oil and gas activities taking
place in this area.  Attached is a briefing paper that outlines the
problems that have been uncovered and the proposed actions going forward.
BLM Colorado plans to meet with the two relevant companies late this week
to let them know that BLM won't be able to grant their unitization
requests due to the NEPA problems.  The companies may respond by
requesting a suspension of their leases.

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fw: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Cousins, Debbie <Debbie_Cousins@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Sep 4, 2012 at 3:48 PM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Davis, Laura"
<Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Thompson, Yolando" <Yolando_Thompson@ios.doi.gov>, "Sisk, Jennifer R" <Jennifer_Sisk@ios.doi.gov>,
"Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Hello All,

 

This meeting was scheduled for Sept. 5 @ 10:00 am we are now moving it up to 9:30 am in room 6140.  Please
mark your calendars accordingly.  Steve we will send a call-in number for you.

 

Thanks much

 

Debbie Cousins

Executive Assistant to

Deputy, Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of the Interior

Direct 202-208-7664/Fax: 202-208-2547
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 9:39 AM
To: "Cousins, Debbie" <Debbie_Cousins@ios.doi.gov>, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kelly, Kate
P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Thompson, Yolando" <Yolando_Thompson@ios.doi.gov>, "Sisk, Jennifer R" <Jennifer_Sisk@ios.doi.gov>,
"Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Debbie, were you going to send a call-in number? Thanks. 
 

From: Cousins, Debbie 
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:48 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kelly, Kate P; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve; Kornze, Neil G 
Cc: Thompson, Yolando; Sisk, Jennifer R; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: Fw: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues 
 

Hello All,

 

This meeting was scheduled for Sept. 5 @ 10:00 am we are now moving it up to 9:30 am in room 6140.  Please
mark your calendars accordingly.  Steve we will send a call-in number for you.

 

Thanks much

 

Debbie Cousins

Executive Assistant to

Deputy, Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of the Interior

Direct 202-208-7664/Fax: 202-208-2547
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Cousins, Debbie <Debbie_Cousins@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 9:40 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Laura is calling you on your cell phone.

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 9:39 AM
To: Cousins, Debbie; Lane, Kenneth; Kelly, Kate P; Davis, Laura; Kornze, Neil G
Cc: Thompson, Yolando; Sisk, Jennifer R; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues

 

Debbie, were you going to send a call-in number? Thanks. 

 

From: Cousins, Debbie 
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:48 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kelly, Kate P; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve; Kornze, Neil G 
Cc: Thompson, Yolando; Sisk, Jennifer R; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: Fw: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues 

 

Hello All,

 

This meeting was scheduled for Sept. 5 @ 10:00 am we are now moving it up to 9:30 am in room 6140.  Please
mark your calendars accordingly.  Steve we will send a call-in number for you.

 

Thanks much

 

Debbie Cousins

Executive Assistant to

Deputy, Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of the Interior

Direct 202-208-7664/Fax: 202-208-2547
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Sep 5, 2012 at 9:50 AM
To: "Cousins, Debbie" <Debbie_Cousins@ios.doi.gov>, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kelly, Kate
P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Thompson, Yolando" <Yolando_Thompson@ios.doi.gov>, "Sisk, Jennifer R" <Jennifer_Sisk@ios.doi.gov>,
"Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Ken, sorry, I lost you. Would you please call me back, :)

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 09:39 AM
To: Cousins, Debbie; Lane, Kenneth; Kelly, Kate P; Davis, Laura; Kornze, Neil G 
Cc: Thompson, Yolando; Sisk, Jennifer R; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues 
 

Debbie, were you going to send a call-in number? Thanks. 
 

From: Cousins, Debbie 
Sent: Tuesday, September 04, 2012 03:48 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kelly, Kate P; Davis, Laura; Black, Steve; Kornze, Neil G 
Cc: Thompson, Yolando; Sisk, Jennifer R; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: Fw: Thompson Divide oil and gas issues 
 

Hello All,

 

This meeting was scheduled for Sept. 5 @ 10:00 am we are now moving it up to 9:30 am in room 6140.  Please
mark your calendars accordingly.  Steve we will send a call-in number for you.

 

Thanks much

 

Debbie Cousins

Executive Assistant to

Deputy, Chief of Staff

U.S. Department of the Interior

Direct 202-208-7664/Fax: 202-208-2547
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Call list
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Sep 14, 2012 at 4:43 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Certainly,

Phone Calls As of September 14, 2012
1.)     7/18/2012       Zane Kessler, New Executive Director at Thompson
Divide in Colorado (405) 315-6740
2.)     7/26/2012       Gary Tassainer (801) 592-2300
3.)     8/13/2012 and 8/20/2012 Warren Weinstein 
4.)     8/16/2012 - e-mail to you       Denise Ryan (202) 588-6347 - just
to catch up
5.)     8/21/2012 and 9/4/2012  Fred Morse (303) 323-9505 or (202)
276-0518 Just wanted to see if you or Janea were available to meet with
Abengoa, CEO this Thursday or Friday - explained you would not be here and
he said to just give him a call.
6.)     9/5/2012        Warren Weinstein  or 
7.)     9/5/2012        Matt McKeown - he said he would reach you
8.)     9/10/2012       Jim Lyons (443) 995-3573
9.)     9/10/2012       Johanna Wald (415) 875-6113-direct or 

 cell re: Urgent Matter on Solar PEIS and ROD
10.)    9/11/2012       John Tedasco referred by Eileen Allen with CA
Energy Commission.  He runs a retained executive search firm.  Is
searching for PG&E - Director of Environmental Management.  Wants to do
networking - get your thoughts on industry.  Looking for someone with good
agency relationships in CA with both State and Federal level. 858-755-8550
11.)    9/13/2012       Dr. Woodrow Berry  (Chairman
Wellinghoff referral)
12.)    9/14/2012       Sharon Buchino (sp?) with NRDC (202) 607-4780 -
wants to discuss KLS dinner with NRDC next Wednesday.

-----Original Message-----
From: Black, Steve
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 4:02 PM
To: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N
Subject: Call list

Would you please e-mail me an updated call list?  Thanks.

(b) (6)

(b) 
(6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)

(b) (6)



7/10/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - (no subject)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1y&search=adv&th=13a482ad22050d08 1/1

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

(no subject)
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Tue, Oct 9, 2012 at 8:54 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>

Steve and Neil, unless the group was able to get a last minute
satisfactory meeting with Director Pool (last I heard, they were hoping
this morning to salvage a 15 minute meeting with him out of their trip),
please reach out as soon as possible to the CO Thompson Divide people
(Zane Kessler) who had meetings with the two of you today only to learn
neither of you were here.   Probably some upset citizens right now we need
to respond to.  Perhaps you can offer a teleconference?
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re:
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Oct 10, 2012 at 7:25 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>
Cc: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Ok.  They swear they had a meeting scheduled with you and were told upon
arriving at the building you weren't here.   I will check.  But if they
got a meeting with Mike, that is great.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 09:52 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth
Cc: Black, Steve
Subject: Re:

Hi Ken.  They did get to meet with M Pool today - I'll get details on
that.  Also, I don't believe these folks had an appt set with me.  Did
they have a different understanding of the situation?

Neil

Sent from my iPad

On Oct 9, 2012, at 8:55 PM, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

> Steve and Neil, unless the group was able to get a last minute
satisfactory meeting with Director Pool (last I heard, they were hoping
this morning to salvage a 15 minute meeting with him out of their trip),
please reach out as soon as possible to the CO Thompson Divide people
(Zane Kessler) who had meetings with the two of you today only to learn
neither of you were here.   Probably some upset citizens right now we need
to respond to.  Perhaps you can offer a teleconference?
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE:
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Oct 10, 2012 at 8:57 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>

Ok.  Tks

Ken Lane
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20240
Room 6140
202-208-7435 phone

-----Original Message-----
From: Black, Steve
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 8:59 AM
To: Lane, Kenneth; Kornze, Neil G
Subject: RE:

Good morning.  I had agreed to have lunch with Lori, but I e-mailed her
from Denver on Monday with my apologies.  I'll give Zane a call.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 7:25 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G
Cc: Black, Steve
Subject: Re:

Ok.  They swear they had a meeting scheduled with you and were told upon
arriving at the building you weren't here.   I will check.  But if they
got a meeting with Mike, that is great.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 09:52 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth
Cc: Black, Steve
Subject: Re:

Hi Ken.  They did get to meet with M Pool today - I'll get details on
that.  Also, I don't believe these folks had an appt set with me.  Did
they have a different understanding of the situation?

Neil
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Sent from my iPad

On Oct 9, 2012, at 8:55 PM, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

> Steve and Neil, unless the group was able to get a last minute
satisfactory meeting with Director Pool (last I heard, they were hoping
this morning to salvage a 15 minute meeting with him out of their trip),
please reach out as soon as possible to the CO Thompson Divide people
(Zane Kessler) who had meetings with the two of you today only to learn
neither of you were here.   Probably some upset citizens right now we need
to respond to.  Perhaps you can offer a teleconference?
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE:
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Oct 10, 2012 at 8:58 AM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>

Good morning.  I had agreed to have lunch with Lori, but I e-mailed her
from Denver on Monday with my apologies.  I'll give Zane a call.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lane, Kenneth
Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 7:25 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G
Cc: Black, Steve
Subject: Re:

Ok.  They swear they had a meeting scheduled with you and were told upon
arriving at the building you weren't here.   I will check.  But if they
got a meeting with Mike, that is great.

----- Original Message -----
From: Kornze, Neil G
Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 09:52 PM
To: Lane, Kenneth
Cc: Black, Steve
Subject: Re:

Hi Ken.  They did get to meet with M Pool today - I'll get details on
that.  Also, I don't believe these folks had an appt set with me.  Did
they have a different understanding of the situation?

Neil

Sent from my iPad

On Oct 9, 2012, at 8:55 PM, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>
wrote:

> Steve and Neil, unless the group was able to get a last minute
satisfactory meeting with Director Pool (last I heard, they were hoping
this morning to salvage a 15 minute meeting with him out of their trip),
please reach out as soon as possible to the CO Thompson Divide people
(Zane Kessler) who had meetings with the two of you today only to learn
neither of you were here.   Probably some upset citizens right now we need
to respond to.  Perhaps you can offer a teleconference?
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From Black, Steve Date    10/12/2011 5:10:00 PM

To Falsey, William D; Hankins, Helen M

Cc Lane, Kenneth

Subject FW: Bennet/Udall Letter to Vilsack/Salazar re: Thompson Divide

Bennet Udall Thompson Divide.pdf (1.2 MB HTML ) 

Helen and Bill,

 

FYI -- further to our conversation last week.  Please keep me posted on your thinking on this.  Many thanks!

 

Steve

 

From: Babington, Sean (Bennet) [mailto:Sean_Babington@bennet.senate.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 3:03 PM
To: Urban, Heather; 'Laura.Brown@osec.usda.gov'; Crandall, Doug; Black, Steve; 'Bonnie, Robert'
Cc: Wendy_adams@markudall.senate.gov
Subject: Bennet/Udall Letter to Vilsack/Salazar re: Thompson Divide

 
Hello,
 
Please see the attached letter to Secretaries Vilsack and Salazar from Senators Bennet and Udall that was
put in the mail this afternoon.  Please don’t hesitate to call Wendy Adams or me with questions or to
discuss further.
 
All the Best,
Sean Babington
 
_________________________
Sean Babington
Legislative Assistant
Office of Senator Michael Bennet
458 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-5852
www.bennet.senate.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:01 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:07 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren"
<lluckey@blm.gov>

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil
 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I
wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240
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Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:08 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren"
<lluckey@blm.gov>

In the interim, feel free to call me on my cell. 

Neil
 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:07 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren 
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide 
 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil
 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve
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Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide
1 message

Lane, Kenneth <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:09 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J"
<mpool@blm.gov>
Cc: "Haugrud, Jack" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <lluckey@blm.gov>

I agree.  BLM has the lead on this matter and is working on it.

 

Ken Lane

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20240

Room 6140

202-208-7435 phone

 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide

 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 

Neil

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 
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Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Thu, Oct 18, 2012 at 11:32 AM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>

That’s fine.  Was following up on the constituent meeting that both Neil and I missed last week. 

 

From: Lane, Kenneth 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:10 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: RE: Thompson Divide

 

I agree.  BLM has the lead on this matter and is working on it.

 

Ken Lane

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20240

Room 6140

202-208-7435 phone

 

From: Kornze, Neil G 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 11:08 AM
To: Black, Steve; Pool, Michael J
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack; Luckey, Lauren
Subject: Re: Thompson Divide

 

Steve: I think it would be best if we sat down mid-next week to discuss. 
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Neil

 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Thursday, October 18, 2012 09:01 AM
To: Kornze, Neil G; Pool, Michael J 
Cc: Lane, Kenneth; Haugrud, Jack 
Subject: Thompson Divide 

 

Good morning,

 

Can one of you give me the status of the Lake Ridge unit letter?  Did that go out to the lessees?  If not, I

wonder if you or Helen would mind shooting me and Jack a draft?

 

Many thanks.

 

Steve

 

 

 

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229

Washington, D.C.  20240

Phone:  202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Early Alert - Leaseholder submits APD in Thompson Divide area (CO)
1 message

Krauss, Jeff <jkrauss@blm.gov> Mon, Oct 22, 2012 at 2:34 PM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Klein, Elizabeth A"
<Elizabeth_Klein@ios.doi.gov>, "Pool, Michael J" <mpool@blm.gov>, "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>, "Lin,
Janet H" <jhlin@blm.gov>, "Evia, Aristotle E" <aevia@blm.gov>, "Kelly, Kate P" <Kate_Kelly@ios.doi.gov>, "Androff,
Blake J" <Blake_Androff@ios.doi.gov>, "Mansour, Christopher" <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, "Urban,
Heather" <Heather_Urban@ios.doi.gov>, "Haze, Pam K" <Pam_Haze@ios.doi.gov>, "Flanagan, Denise A."
<Denise_Flanagan@ios.doi.gov>, "Gordon, Bill J" <Bill_Gordon@ios.doi.gov>, "Burke, Marcilynn"
<Marcilynn_Burke@ios.doi.gov>, "Cardinale, Richard" <Richard_Cardinale@ios.doi.gov>, "Farquhar, Ned"
<Ned_Farquhar@ios.doi.gov>, "Mouritsen, Karen E" <kmourits@blm.gov>, "Barlan, Bryce" <bbarlan@blm.gov>,
"Boddington, Celia" <cbodding@blm.gov>, "Leff, Craig S" <cleff@blm.gov>, "Roberson, Edwin" <eroberso@blm.gov>,
"Shoop, Gregory P" <gshoop@blm.gov>, "Wilkinson, Patrick" <p2wilkin@blm.gov>, "Nelson, Andrea"
<anelson@blm.gov>, "Krauss, Jeff" <jkrauss@blm.gov>, "Krause, Amy L" <alkrause@blm.gov>, "Rieben, Elizabeth"
<erieben@blm.gov>, "Black, Meredith C" <mcblack@blm.gov>, "Wilson, Dana M" <dmwilson@blm.gov>, "Hanson,
Joshua F" <j1hanson@blm.gov>, "Adams, Gail A" <gail_adams@ios.doi.gov>, "Moses-Nedd, Cynthia"
<cnedd@blm.gov>, "Velasco, Janine" <jvelasco@blm.gov>, "Smith, Linda H" <lhsmith@blm.gov>, "DeBlasi, Ann M"
<amdeblas@blm.gov>, "Cunningham, Celina P" <Celina_Cunningham@ios.doi.gov>, "Berns, Kim M"
<kmberns@blm.gov>, "Wells, Steven" <s1wells@blm.gov>, "Scott, Janea" <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov>

Please note:  This early alert has DOI OCO, OCL, PMB, ASLM and BLM distribution.  This is an internal working document and not

intended for external distribution.

Early Alert

 

To:                          WO BLM/DOI Officials

 

From:                    BLM CO  State Office

 

Through:              Division Chief, WO Public Affairs

 

Subject:               Leaseholder submits APD in Thompson Divide area

 

What:                    An oil and gas leaseholder in the controversial Thompson Divide area has

submitted an Application for Permit to Drill (APD). This is the first APD submitted by this

company in this area.
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Who:                     The Houston-based SG Interests holds leases in the area and submitted

the APD. The Thompson Divide Coalition is a group of local environmental groups,

ranchers, local officials and others opposed to oil and gas development in the Thompson

Divide area. Senator Bennet has drafted a bill removing the area from future oil and gas

leasing.

                  

Where:                 Thompson Divide is west of Carbondale, Colo., and includes lands in

Garfield, Pitkin and Gunnison counties. The APD is for a well proposed in Garfield County,

just north of the Pitkin County line, on White River National Forest land near an area known

as Four Mile Park.

 

When:                  The APD was received Oct. 17. 

 

Background:       BLM is reviewing the drilling plan for this APD while the USFS is

reviewing the surface-use plan. It is likely the agencies will need additional information from
SG Interests before the APD is considered complete. Once the APD is complete, the USFS

will prepare an environmental assessment. The company alerted BLM and the Forest
Service in July that they were surveying for up to nine well pad locations in this area. This

and any additional APDs for this area are anticipated to be controversial. Additionally, SG
Interests has a pending unitization request for this and 17 other leases called the Lake Ridge
Unit Proposal. The leases are scheduled to expire in the summer of 2013. The unit proposal

is for leases mostly on White River National Forest lands, with some private. No BLM
surface is involved.

 

 

Contact:               Helen Hankins, State Director, 303-239-3700 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Oct 26, 2012 at 11:00 AM
To: "Kornze, Neil G" <nkornze@blm.gov>

Boyd said the application is under review for completeness by BLM and White River National Forest

officials.

Both the BLM and the Forest Service have jurisdiction over the area in oil and gas matters, although the

proposed well site is inside the forest boundary.

Once it is deemed a complete application, Boyd said, the two federal agencies will begin an environmental

assessment, a process that he said could take a year or more.

Guinn said the lease involved in this first application is scheduled to expire May 31 and that the company's

other leases in the same area are all set to expire in late May or early June.

The company can request a lease suspension to “stop the clock” for the duration of the environmental

assessment process.

With a suspension, the lease would remain valid even if the assessment process stretches past the expiration

date, and Guinn predicted that a request for a suspension is likely.

 

 

- U.S. Geological Survey
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SG Interests applies to drill in Thompson Divide

 

OCTOBER, 26 2012

JOHN COLSON

POST INDEPENDENT

ASPEN CO COLORADO

GLENWOOD SPRINGS — Last week, SG Interests, of Houston, filed its first, formal application for a permit to

drill a single gas well in the Thompson Divide area.

The lease and proposed well site is above Four Mile Park on Beaver Creek, due south of Williams Peak and

about a mile and a half southwest of Sunlight Mountain Resort. The site is just north of the Garfield-Pitkin

county line.

If the well is approved by state and federal agencies, the company expects to begin drilling as soon as

possible, said Robbie Guinn, vice president for land at SG Interests.

“And this is going to be the controversial part,” Guinn said. “Access will be through Glenwood Springs and up

Four Mile Road to Four Mile Park and then off USFS Road 300.”

SG Interests, according to Guinn, ultimately plans to install seven surface well pads for nine wells on its 18

leases in the Thompson Divide area, which stretches from Sunlight south to Coal Basin west of Redstone.

Four Mile Park is used by ranchers to graze livestock and by recreationalists for hiking, biking and skiing,

according to the Carbondale-based Thompson Divide Coalition, which is leading the fight to prevent gas

drilling in the area.

“As a local business owner, I am extremely disappointed that SG is moving forward with drilling applications,”

said Chuck Ogilby, owner of the Avalanche Ranch Hot Springs resort and a board member of the Thompson

Divide Coalition.

“Our customers come from all over the country to enjoy the untouched landscapes and recreational

opportunities that exist in the Thompson Divide,” Ogilby said. “I am hopeful that SG will return to the table to

negotiate a path forward that protects this area for equally important, existing uses on the land.”

 

More applications to follow

The new application for a permit to drill is for one well on one well pad, Guinn said. More applications to drill

will be filed, he said, “as soon as we can get them prepared.”

This first application, for a lease covering more than 2,000 acres, was filed Oct. 17, said David Boyd,

spokesman for the U.S. Bureau of Land Management.

Boyd said the application is under review for completeness by BLM and White River National Forest officials.

Both the BLM and the Forest Service have jurisdiction over the area in oil and gas matters, although the
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proposed well site is inside the forest boundary.

Once it is deemed a complete application, Boyd said, the two federal agencies will begin an environmental

assessment, a process that he said could take a year or more.

Guinn said the lease involved in this first application is scheduled to expire May 31 and that the company's

other leases in the same area are all set to expire in late May or early June.

The company can request a lease suspension to “stop the clock” for the duration of the environmental

assessment process.

With a suspension, the lease would remain valid even if the assessment process stretches past the expiration

date, and Guinn predicted that a request for a suspension is likely.

 

Opponents still seek buyout

Thompson Divide is a 221,500-acre swath of land that stretches from Sunlight Mountain Resort to McClure

Pass and from just west of the Crystal River to Divide Creek.

It has been subject to intense controversy for the past several years as local organizations led by the

Thompson Divide Coalition have resisted energy-industry efforts to drill in the region.

“As a coalition, we will continue to engage the industry in an effort to make leaseholders whole on their

investment in the area,” said Zane Kessler, director of the Thompson Divide Coalition. The organization is

hoping to convince drillers to give up their lease in return for a cash settlement.

“I'm confident we can reach a deal that recognizes the economic and environmental importance of existing

uses on this relatively small area of backcountry,” Kessler said.

Peter Hart, an attorney for the Wilderness Workshop, wondered why the lease has gone undeveloped for years

until now.

“SG Interests has held this lease for 91⁄2 years of a 10-year term,” Hart said. “They chose not to develop it

when gas prices were high. They chose not to develop when gas prices were low. Now they've submitted an

eleventh-hour proposal to extend the term of lease.”

jcolson@postindependent.com
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From Black, Steve Date    11/8/2011 8:29:09 AM

To Abbey, Robert V; Kornze, Neil G; Falsey, William D

Cc

Subject Fw: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

2011 response to industry legal letter - final.pdf (252 KB HTML ) 

Good morning Bob. Can we talk about this and the recent letter from Senators Bennet and Udall? Many
thanks. 

Steve
 

From: Michael Freeman [mailto:mfreeman@earthjustice.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 04:22 PM
To: Black, Steve; 'robert.bonnie@osec.usda.gov' <robert.bonnie@osec.usda.gov> 
Subject: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado) 
 
Dear Mr. Black and Mr. Bonnie:
 
Attached please find a letter addressed to Secretaries Vilsack and Salazar regarding the Thompson Divide area of the
White River National Forest in Colorado.  We are emailing you a copy of the letter to assist in the event your offices
receive press inquiries about it.
 
Please donâ€™t hesitate to call  me with any questions, or if you would l ike to discuss anything.
 
Sincerely,
Michael Freeman
__________________________________
Michael Freeman
Staff Attorney
Earthjustice
1400 Glenarm Place, #300
Denver, CO 80202
T: 303-623-9466
F: 303-623-8083
www.earthjustice.org
 
The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If
you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that
you have received this email message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete the message
and any attachments.
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From Black, Steve Date    11/8/2011 11:27:00 AM

To Abbey, Robert V; Kornze, Neil G; Falsey, William D

Cc

Subject RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

Thanks very much Bob.  I appreciate your quick reply, and we can definitely postpone a conversation until

late next week.  Whatever is convenient. 

 

I think it is possible one or both of the Senators may want to speak with Secretary Salazar, so I would like to

compare notes.

 

Thanks again,

 

Steve
 

From: Abbey, Robert V 
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 9:01 AM
To: Black, Steve; Kornze, Neil G; Falsey, William D
Subject: RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 
Steve;
 
I would be happy to discuss this issue with you.  Since the BLM is not intending to make any decision soon
regarding the request from the oil and gas company, I have not placed this issue on my highest priorities’
list.  Given my commitments this week and early next week, it would likely be late next week before we
can meet.  I have talked with our CO office and they know they are not to issue any decision in this matter
until they have fully briefed us in Washington. 
 
Bob  
 
 

From: Black, Steve 
Sent: Tuesday, November 08, 2011 8:29 AM
To: Abbey, Robert V; Kornze, Neil G; Falsey, William D
Subject: Fw: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 

Good morning Bob. Can we talk about this and the recent letter from Senators Bennet and Udall? Many
thanks. 

Steve

 

From: Michael Freeman [mailto:mfreeman@earthjustice.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 04:22 PM
To: Black, Steve; 'robert.bonnie@osec.usda.gov' <robert.bonnie@osec.usda.gov> 
Subject: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado) 

 
Dear Mr. Black and Mr. Bonnie:
 
Attached please find a letter addressed to Secretaries Vilsack and Salazar regarding the Thompson Divide area of the



7/10/13 RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)- Enterprise Vault Archived Item

herevault01.ia.doi.net/EnterpriseVault/ViewMessage.asp?VaultId=145026E952FE97043A3B35FF6CC4B43641110000herevault01&SavesetId=201209077058744… 2/2

White River National Forest in Colorado.  We are emailing you a copy of the letter to assist in the event your offices
receive press inquiries about it.
 
Please don’t hesitate to call  me with any questions, or if you would l ike to discuss anything.
 
Sincerely,
Michael Freeman
__________________________________

Michael Freeman
Staff Attorney
Earthjustice
1400 Glenarm Place, #300
Denver, CO 80202
T: 303-623-9466
F: 303-623-8083
www.earthjustice.org
 
The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If
you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that
you have received this email message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete the message
and any attachments.
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From Black, Steve Date    11/10/2011 10:58:00 AM

To Bonnie, Robert

Cc

Subject RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

Hey Robert, sorry I missed your window.  Had a meeting outside the office this a.m.

 

Let me know if something opens up for you later today.  I can also talk on Monday or over the weekend if

you’d like.

 

Steve

 

From: Bonnie, Robert [mailto:Robert.Bonnie@osec.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 7:34 PM
To: Black, Steve
Subject: RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 
I can do Thursday before 9:30.  Let me know what works.
 

From: Black, Steve [mailto:steve_black@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 6:10 PM
To: Bonnie, Robert
Subject: RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 

Yes – but probably not before Thursday if that’s okay.  Crazy week, as always. 

 

Are you available late morning or around 4 on Thursday?
 

From: Bonnie, Robert [mailto:Robert.Bonnie@osec.usda.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 6:08 PM
To: Black, Steve
Subject: Re: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 
You got time to talk about this this week?

 

From: Black, Steve [mailto:steve_black@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 05:06 PM
To: Michael Freeman <mfreeman@earthjustice.org>; Bonnie, Robert 
Subject: RE: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado) 

 

Thanks for this Mike.

 

From: Michael Freeman [mailto:mfreeman@earthjustice.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 07, 2011 4:23 PM
To: Black, Steve; 'robert.bonnie@osec.usda.gov'
Subject: Letter regarding Thompson Divide unitization request (White River National Forest, Colorado)

 
Dear Mr. Black and Mr. Bonnie:
 
Attached please find a letter addressed to Secretaries Vilsack and Salazar regarding the Thompson Divide area of the
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White River National Forest in Colorado.  We are emailing you a copy of the letter to assist in the event your offices
receive press inquiries about it.
 
Please don’t hesitate to call  me with any questions, or if you would l ike to discuss anything.
 
Sincerely,
Michael Freeman
__________________________________

Michael Freeman
Staff Attorney
Earthjustice
1400 Glenarm Place, #300
Denver, CO 80202
T: 303-623-9466
F: 303-623-8083
www.earthjustice.org
 
The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If
you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think that
you have received this email message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and delete the message
and any attachments.
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fw: Are you in today? I need to schedule a meetinhg on the 28th....
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Wed, Nov 21, 2012 at 9:08 AM
To: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Sadhir, Ruchi" <Ruchi_Sadhir@ios.doi.gov>

Hello, see below, I had suggested to the ABA folks a potential 1:30pm but I can take off the table if you
wish.

 

From: Walker, Claudia B 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 08:40 AM
To: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: RE: Are you in today? I need to schedule a meetinhg on the 28th.... 
 

1:00 to do a Thompson Divide Briefing with SOL and Ken Lane and Denver (VTC).. Do you
know who schedules for Ken Lane?

 

From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 8:26 AM
To: Walker, Claudia B
Subject: Re: Are you in today? I need to schedule a meetinhg on the 28th....

 

Hi Claudia I'm out but still checking in. What times were you looking at?

 

From: Walker, Claudia B 
Sent: Wednesday, November 21, 2012 08:23 AM
To: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N 
Subject: Are you in today? I need to schedule a meetinhg on the 28th.... 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Briefing w/Solicitors (VTC w/CO)
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Wed, Nov 21, 2012 at 10:27 AM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack"
<jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Olson, Eric C" <ecolson@blm.gov>, "Hankins, Helen M" <hhankins@blm.gov>, "Lin,
Janet H" <jhlin@blm.gov>, "Velasco, Janine" <jvelasco@blm.gov>
Cc: "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>, "Rees, Gareth C." <Gareth_Rees@ios.doi.gov>,
"Harrison, Jamie T" <jharriso@blm.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <lluckey@blm.gov>, "Sheikh, Usman"
<usheikh@blm.gov>

invite.ics
3K
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide Briefing w/Solicitors (VTC w/CO) Bridge line 
passcode 
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Wed, Nov 28, 2012 at 11:29 AM
To: "Lane, Kenneth" <Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Haugrud, Jack"
<jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>, "Olson, Eric C" <ecolson@blm.gov>, "Hankins, Helen M" <hhankins@blm.gov>, "Lin,
Janet H" <jhlin@blm.gov>, "Velasco, Janine" <jvelasco@blm.gov>, "Bagley, Lonny R" <lbagley@blm.gov>, "Strahan,
Jerome D" <jstrahan@blm.gov>, "Bennett, Steven G" <sbennett@blm.gov>, "McKeown, Matthew"
<Matthew.McKeown@sol.doi.gov>, "Davis, Laura" <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>, "Rees, Gareth C." <Gareth_Rees@ios.doi.gov>,
"Harrison, Jamie T" <jharriso@blm.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <LLuckey@blm.gov>, "Sheikh, Usman"
<usheikh@blm.gov>, "Sant, Jacque" <Jacque.Sant@sol.doi.gov>, "Debin, Terri" <Terri.Debin@sol.doi.gov>, "Kleven,
Art" <Art.Kleven@sol.doi.gov>, "Sisk, Jennifer R" <Jennifer_Sisk@ios.doi.gov>, "Spisak, Timothy"
<tspisak@blm.gov>, "Stouffer, Megan A" <MaStouff@blm.gov>, "Stout, Joseph R" <j2stout@blm.gov>, "Rodgers,
Kerry E" <KERodgers@blm.gov>, "Cagney, James A" <jcagney@blm.gov>, "Walker, Claudia B"
<cbwalker@blm.gov>

VTC w/Colorado and Bridge line  passcode 
 

 

invite.ics
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> Mon, Dec 3, 2012 at 9:04 AM
To: steve_black@ios.doi.gov, Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Francis_Iacobucci@ios.doi.gov

Yes

----- Original Message -----
From: Black, Steve [mailto:steve_black@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 07:02 AM
To: Davis, Laura <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>; Lane, Kenneth
<Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Iacobucci, Francis R <Francis_Iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Thompson Divide

Please include me in the meeting with Ken re same this morning.  Thanks.
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more details »

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Invitation: 9:30am: Internal Meeting on Thompson Divide and North For... @
Mon Dec 3 9:30am - 10am (steve_black@ios.doi.gov)
1 message

Faye Evans <faye_evans@ios.doi.gov> Mon, Dec 3, 2012 at 9:20 AM
Reply-To: Faye Evans <faye_evans@ios.doi.gov>
To: "steve_black@ios.doi.gov" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "lluckey@blm.gov" <lluckey@blm.gov>, Kenneth Salazar
<kensalazar@ios.doi.gov>, Jennifer Sisk <jennifer_sisk@ios.doi.gov>, Joan Padilla <joan_padilla@ios.doi.gov>,
"cbwalker@blm.gov" <cbwalker@blm.gov>, Timothy Nigborowicz <timothy_nigborowicz@ios.doi.gov>, Francis
Iacobucci <francis_iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>, Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>, Nana Efua Embil
<nana_efua_embil@ios.doi.gov>, Laura Davis <laura_davis@ios.doi.gov>, "nkornze@blm.gov" <nkornze@blm.gov>,
"mpool@blm.gov" <mpool@blm.gov>, "jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov" <jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov>,
"hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov" <hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov>, "marigrace.caminiti@sol.doi.gov"
<marigrace.caminiti@sol.doi.gov>, Debbie Cousins <debbie_cousins@ios.doi.gov>

9:30am: Internal Meeting on Thompson Divide and North Fort Sale

(Staff: Laura Davis, Ken Lane, Neil Kornze, Mike Pool, Steve Black, Jack Haugrud
and Hilary Tompkins)

When Mon Dec 3 9:30am – 10am Eastern Time

Where Office of the Secretary (map)

Calendar steve_black@ios.doi.gov

Who • Kenneth Salazar - organizer

• Jason Fink - creator

• David Hayes

• lluckey@blm.gov

• Jennifer Sisk

• Joan Padilla

• cbwalker@blm.gov

• Timothy Nigborowicz

• Francis Iacobucci

• Faye Evans

• Kenneth Lane

• Nana Efua Embil

• Laura Davis

• nkornze@blm.gov

• mpool@blm.gov

• jack.haugrud@sol.doi.gov

• hilary.tompkins@sol.doi.gov

• marigrace.caminiti@sol.doi.gov

• Debbie Cousins

• Steve Black

Going?   Yes  - Maybe  - No    more options »
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Invitation from Google Calendar

You are receiving this email at the account steve_black@ios.doi.gov because you are subscribed for invitations on calendar

steve_black@ios.doi.gov.

To stop receiving these notif ications, please log in to https://w w w .google.com/calendar/ and change your notif ication settings for

this calendar.

invite.ics
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Thompson Divide
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Mon, Dec 3, 2012 at 9:21 AM
To: Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov>

Thanks.  9:30?  

On Mon, Dec 3, 2012 at 9:04 AM, Kenneth Lane <kenneth_lane@ios.doi.gov> wrote:
Yes

----- Original Message -----
From: Black, Steve [mailto:steve_black@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Monday, December 03, 2012 07:02 AM
To: Davis, Laura <Laura_Davis@ios.doi.gov>; Lane, Kenneth
<Kenneth_Lane@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Iacobucci, Francis R <Francis_Iacobucci@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Thompson Divide

Please include me in the meeting with Ken re same this morning.  Thanks.

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Follow-up on Thompson Divide
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Wed, Dec 5, 2012 at 9:19 AM
To: "babington, Sean" <sean_babington@bennet.senate.gov>
Cc: "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Urban, Heather" <Heather_Urban@ios.doi.gov>, "Mansour,
Christopher" <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <LLuckey@blm.gov>, "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N"
<Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>

Sean:  Following up on your request, we should be able to get the right people together for the briefing you’re
seeking on the Thompson Divide.  Early next week is looking fruitful and the attendees would likely be Steve
Black, Christopher or Heather, and me.   

 

Lauren:  Please take the lead in working with Sean on a good time for early next week.

 

Neil
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Follow up discussion on Thompson Divide
1 message

Luckey, Lauren <LLuckey@blm.gov> Wed, Dec 5, 2012 at 11:06 AM
To: "Urban, Heather" <Heather_Urban@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Mansour,
Christopher" <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>,
"Haskins, Audrey P" <Audrey_Haskins@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Walker, Claudia B" <cbwalker@blm.gov>

Good Morning Team,

 

Neil would like to have a follow up meeting regarding, “Thompson Divide”.  Would you be
available on Wednesday, December 12, 2012 at 11am or 1pm?

 

Please let me know at your earliest.

 

Thanks.
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

RE: Follow up discussion on Thompson Divide
1 message

Luckey, Lauren <LLuckey@blm.gov> Wed, Dec 5, 2012 at 11:14 AM
To: "Urban, Heather" <Heather_Urban@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Mansour,
Christopher" <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N" <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>,
"Haskins, Audrey P" <Audrey_Haskins@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: "Walker, Claudia B" <cbwalker@blm.gov>

Also, Tuesday 10-10:45am will work for Neil.

 

Thanks.

 

From: Luckey, Lauren 
Sent: Wednesday, December 05, 2012 11:07 AM
To: Urban, Heather; Black, Steve; Mansour, Christopher; Ojeda-dodds, Gisella N; Haskins, Audrey P
Cc: Walker, Claudia B
Subject: Follow up discussion on Thompson Divide
Importance: High

 

Good Morning Team,

 

Neil would like to have a follow up meeting regarding, “Thompson Divide”.  Would you be
available on Wednesday, December 12, 2012 at 11am or 1pm?

 

Please let me know at your earliest.

 

Thanks.
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Thompson Divide follow up Discussion w/Sen Bennet
1 message

Kornze, Neil G <nkornze@blm.gov> Wed, Dec 5, 2012 at 1:46 PM
To: "Mansour, Christopher" <Christopher_Mansour@ios.doi.gov>, "Haskins, Audrey P"
<Audrey_Haskins@ios.doi.gov>, "Walker, Claudia B" <cbwalker@blm.gov>, "Luckey, Lauren" <LLuckey@blm.gov>,
"Urban, Heather" <Heather_Urban@ios.doi.gov>, "Black, Steve" <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella
N" <Gisella_Ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>, "babington, Sean" <sean_babington@bennet.senate.gov>, "Mollet, Kristin
(Bennet) (Kristin_Mollet@bennet.senate.gov)" <Kristin_Mollet@bennet.senate.gov>

 
 

invite.ics
3K
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Next Week's Calendar
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 4:18 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Steve - as requested here is your outlined calendar for next week.  I've noted some items in yellow (a word
version is also attached). Gisella

Week of December 10, 2012

Monday, December 10

Ø  Senior Staff Meeting (9AM)

Ø  Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel

Ø  Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM)

Ø  Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM)

Ø  IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM)

Ø  Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM)

Ø  HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays

Ø  Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM)

Ø  Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?)

Tuesday, December 11

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled.

Ø  Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM)

Ø  Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM)

Ø  Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM)

Ø  Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM)

Ø  Travel to PSP (3PM)

 Wednesday, December 12

Ø  Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY
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Thursday, December 13

Ø  Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY

 

Friday, December 14

Ø  Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY
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Week of December 10, 2012 

Monday, December 10 

 Senior Staff Meeting (9AM) 
 Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel 
 Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM) 
 Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM) 
 IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM) 
 Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM) 
 HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays 
 Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM) 
 Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?) 

Tuesday, December 11 

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled. 

 Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM) 
 Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM) 
 Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM) 
 Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM) 
 Travel to PSP (3PM) 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

 Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY 
 

Thursday, December 13 

 Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY 

 

Friday, December 14 

 Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fw: Next Week's Calendar
1 message

Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 4:37 PM
To: janea_scott@ios.doi.gov

 

From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella [mailto:gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 02:18 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> 
Subject: Next Week's Calendar 
 

Steve - as requested here is your outlined calendar for next week.  I've noted some items in yellow (a word
version is also attached). Gisella

Week of December 10, 2012

Monday, December 10

Ø  Senior Staff Meeting (9AM)

Ø  Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel

Ø  Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM)

Ø  Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM)

Ø  IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM)

Ø  Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM)

Ø  HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays

Ø  Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM)

Ø  Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?)

Tuesday, December 11

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled.

Ø  Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM)

Ø  Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM)

Ø  Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM)

Ø  Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM)
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Ø  Travel to PSP (3PM)

 Wednesday, December 12

Ø  Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY

 

Thursday, December 13

Ø  Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY

 

Friday, December 14

Ø  Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY
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Week of December 10, 2012 

Monday, December 10 

 Senior Staff Meeting (9AM) 
 Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel 
 Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM) 
 Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM) 
 IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM) 
 Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM) 
 HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays 
 Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM) 
 Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?) 

Tuesday, December 11 

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled. 

 Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM) 
 Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM) 
 Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM) 
 Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM) 
 Travel to PSP (3PM) 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

 Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY 
 

Thursday, December 13 

 Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY 

 

Friday, December 14 

 Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Updated Calendar for Next Week
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 5:14 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Week of December 10, 2012

Monday, December 10

Ø  Senior Staff Meeting (9AM)

Ø  Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel

Ø  Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM)

Ø  Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM)

Ø  IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM)

Ø  Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM)

Ø  HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays

Ø  Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM)

Ø  Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?)

Tuesday, December 11

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled.

Ø  Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM)

Ø  Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM)

Ø  Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM)

Ø  Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM)

Ø  KLS Transmission Meeting with KLS (2-3PM)

Ø  Travel to PSP (3PM)

 

Wednesday, December 12

Ø  Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY
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Thursday, December 13

Ø  Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY

 

Friday, December 14

Ø  Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY
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Week of December 10, 2012 

Monday, December 10 

 Senior Staff Meeting (9AM) 
 Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel 
 Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM) 
 Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM) 
 IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM) 
 Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM) 
 HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays 
 Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM) 
 Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?) 

Tuesday, December 11 

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled. 

 Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM) 
 Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM) 
 Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM) 
 Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM) 
 KLS Transmission Meeting with KLS (2-3PM) 
 Travel to PSP (3PM) 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

 Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY 
 

Thursday, December 13 

 Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY 

 

Friday, December 14 

 Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY 
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Fwd: Updated Calendar for Next Week
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 6:00 PM
To: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov>, Ruchi Sadhir <Ruchi_Sadhir@ios.doi.gov>

FYI

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>
Date: Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 2:14 PM
Subject: Updated Calendar for Next Week
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Week of December 10, 2012

Monday, December 10

Ø  Senior Staff Meeting (9AM)

Ø  Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel

Ø  Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM)

Ø  Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM)

Ø  IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM)

Ø  Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM)

Ø  HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays

Ø  Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM)

Ø  Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?)

Tuesday, December 11

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled.

Ø  Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM)

Ø  Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM)

Ø  Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM)

Ø  Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM)

Ø  KLS Transmission Meeting with KLS (2-3PM)
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Ø  Travel to PSP (3PM)

 

Wednesday, December 12

Ø  Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY

 

Thursday, December 13

Ø  Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY

 

Friday, December 14

Ø  Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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Week of December 10, 2012 

Monday, December 10 

 Senior Staff Meeting (9AM) 
 Staff Meeting (9:30AM) – can cancel 
 Flexible Spending Account Work (10-11AM) 
 Energy and Climate Change Task Force Meeting (David Hayes – 11-12PM) 
 IPaC Briefing (Raya Bakalov – 12:30-1:30PM) 
 Eagles Meeting with Heather Zichal (1:30-2:15PM) 
 HR Meeting (2:30-3PM) – can move to next week if you prefer or after holidays 
 Bob Hickmott and Preston Chiaro (3PM) 
 Communications Follow-up DRECP (4PM) (Is this a meeting you need for Monday?) 

Tuesday, December 11 

*Due to transportation time to Senate Office building your Staff Meeting will be canceled. 

 Travel to Russell Senate Office Building (9:30AM) 
 Thompson Divide Follow-up Discussion w/Sen. Bennet (10-10:45AM) 
 Travel back to MIB (11-11:30AM) 
 Renewable Energy Rapid Response Team Meeting at CEQ (Ruchi can cover – 11-12PM) 
 KLS Transmission Meeting with KLS (2-3PM) 
 Travel to PSP (3PM) 

 

Wednesday, December 12 

 Tribal Leaders – ALL DAY 
 

Thursday, December 13 

 Joshua Tree National Park Meeting – ALL DAY 

 

Friday, December 14 

 Mojave National Preserve Meeting – ALL DAY 



7/11/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - Pending Meetings List

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/79/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36a1ed32f1&view=pt&as_has=Thompson Divide&as_subset=all&as_within=1d&search=adv&th=13b780e31e32b0c0 1/2

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Pending Meetings List
1 message

Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 8:08 PM
To: Steve Black <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>, Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov>

Hello,  getting ready to head out for the evening.  Here is an updated meetings list.  I did go through your inbox
and didn't spy anything new.  I will do another search when I return on Tuesday.  I left in Steve's inbox my
updated tasks list, updated calendar list in word format and the TA for PSP is done for Steve and ready for pick-
up by Donna on Monday.  All travel arrangements have been done with SATO (including changes to hotel and
rental car) and the updated itineraries were already e-mailed to Steve and me.  Have a good night.  Gisella

Immediate Priority:

1.       Tuesday, December 11 – 10-10:45AM – Thompson Divide meeting with Sen.
Bennett (already scheduled)

2.       Wednesday, December 19 – 10-11:30AM – IG Integrity Committee Meeting with
Investigator Derrick Franklin

3.       Lloyd Ritter sent you and David Cottingham a note about speaking at the DWEA
2013 Conference DOI Panel at the J.W. Mariott Downtown on 2/13/13.  He wanted to
touch base with you early this week if possible – also added to your call list.

4.       TBD – Gateway West Applicant Briefing Meeting – See Ruchi for details – Josh’s
last e-mail indicated Tuesday’s time was not workable.

Follow-up:

1.       Tuesday, 12/18 – 2-2:30PM – Meeting with Kara Saul Rinaldi – Wants to discuss
Energy Efficiency Building Upgrades and ways to advance ESPC deployment.  You
agreed to visit with her and mentioned you would add others.

2.        

Christmas Parties/Other to RSVP or send Regrets:

1.       Wednesday, 12/12 – 3-5PM – Solicitor’s Holiday Party

2.       Thursday, 12/20 – 4-5:30PM – Water, Science & Reclamation Holiday Party

3.       Thursday, 12/20 – 3-5PM – FERC Chairman Holiday Party – At FERC

-- 
Gisella Ojeda-Dodds
Executive Assistant to Steve W. Black, Counselor to the Secretary
Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 "C" Street, NW, MS: 7229-MIB

Washington, D.C. 20240

Telephone: (202) 208-4123/4105
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Facsimile: (202) 208-4561

E-mail: Gisella_Ojeda-Dodds@ios.doi.gov
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Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov>

Re: Pending Meetings List
1 message

Black, Steve <steve_black@ios.doi.gov> Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 8:45 PM
To: "Ojeda-dodds, Gisella" <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov>
Cc: Janea Scott <Janea_Scott@ios.doi.gov>

Thank you Gisella!  This is very helpful.  I'm sorry you were in the office so late, but I very much appreciate you
taking the time to finalize my travel arrangements and to compile this list.

Have a good weekend and enjoy your day off with your family on Monday!

Steve

On Fri, Dec 7, 2012 at 5:08 PM, Ojeda-dodds, Gisella <gisella_ojeda-dodds@ios.doi.gov> wrote:

Hello,  getting ready to head out for the evening.  Here is an updated meetings list.  I did go through your inbox
and didn't spy anything new.  I will do another search when I return on Tuesday.  I left in Steve's inbox my
updated tasks list, updated calendar list in word format and the TA for PSP is done for Steve and ready for
pick-up by Donna on Monday.  All travel arrangements have been done with SATO (including changes to hotel
and rental car) and the updated itineraries were already e-mailed to Steve and me.  Have a good night.  Gisella

Immediate Priority:

1.       Tuesday, December 11 – 10-10:45AM – Thompson Divide meeting with Sen.
Bennett (already scheduled)

2.       Wednesday, December 19 – 10-11:30AM – IG Integrity Committee Meeting with
Investigator Derrick Franklin

3.       Lloyd Ritter sent you and David Cottingham a note about speaking at the DWEA
2013 Conference DOI Panel at the J.W. Mariott Downtown on 2/13/13.  He wanted
to touch base with you early this week if possible – also added to your call list.

4.       TBD – Gateway West Applicant Briefing Meeting – See Ruchi for details –
Josh’s last e-mail indicated Tuesday’s time was not workable.

Follow-up:

1.       Tuesday, 12/18 – 2-2:30PM – Meeting with Kara Saul Rinaldi – Wants to
discuss Energy Efficiency Building Upgrades and ways to advance ESPC
deployment.  You agreed to visit with her and mentioned you would add others.

2.        

Christmas Parties/Other to RSVP or send Regrets:

1.       Wednesday, 12/12 – 3-5PM – Solicitor’s Holiday Party

2.       Thursday, 12/20 – 4-5:30PM – Water, Science & Reclamation Holiday Party
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3.       Thursday, 12/20 – 3-5PM – FERC Chairman Holiday Party – At FERC

-- 
Gisella Ojeda-Dodds
Executive Assistant to Steve W. Black, Counselor to the Secretary
Immediate Office of the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 "C" Street, NW, MS: 7229-MIB

Washington, D.C. 20240

Telephone: (202) 208-4123/4105

Facsimile: (202) 208-4561

E-mail: Gisella_Ojeda-Dodds@ios.doi.gov

-- 
Steve Black
Counselor to the Secretary
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C.  20240
Phone:  202-208-4123
Fax: 202-208-4561
e-mail: steve_black@ios.doi.gov
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