
























































































































































































































           United States Department of the Interior 
                                                                      NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
                                                                                      National Capital Region 
                                                                                       1100 Ohio Drive, S.W. 
                                                                                     Washington, D.C.  20242 
A36 (NCR-CHOH) 
            October 10, 2008 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Member, U.S. House of Representatives 
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102 
Martinsburg, West Virginia  25401 
 
Dear Ms. Capito: 
 
Thank you for your letter dated September 3, 2008, concerning your constituent, Mr.  
regarding a parking violation he received while visiting the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National 
Historical Park (C&O Canal NHP). 
 

 parked his vehicle in the parking lot at Lock 38 near Sharpsburg, Maryland, on September 1, 
2008.  He parked in front of a “No Parking” sign in an illegal parking space.  The “No Parking” sign was 
directly in front of the vehicle and showed an arrow indicating no parking was allowed to the left of the 
sign also.  This area is restricted to no parking to allow emergency access through the gate onto the canal 
towpath. 
 
On September 2, 2008,  called C&O Canal NHP headquarters and communicated his concerns 
about the ticket’s validity to Chief Ranger Brad Clawson.  Chief Ranger Clawson informed him of the 
process for either paying the fine or appearing in the United States Magistrate Court to contest the charge.  

 felt that the sign was misleading and that he had parked in a legitimate parking space. 
 
During the following week, Chief Ranger Clawson evaluated the placement of the “No Parking” sign and 
felt it sufficiently indicated that there was no parking at the spot where Mr. Lind had parked his car and 
received the parking violation.  All of the permitted spaces in this parking lot are defined by white lines.  
The remainder of the parking lot is signed to restrict parking to only the marked spaces.  There is another 
lot a short distance away that can be used for parking.  Chief Ranger Clawson talked with the Park Ranger 
that issued the ticket and found no issue that would question the validity of the violation notice.   
 
We hope that this information answers your concerns.  If you have any questions, please contact me or 
Superintendent Kevin Brandt, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park at (301) 714-2202. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Acting Regional Director, National Capital Region 
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