MITCH McCONNELL REPUBLICAN LEADER
oy COMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE
361-A RusseLL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

g APPROPRIATIONS
b0 a United States Senate

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

July 2, 2009

Mr. Darren Pete

Director, Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Bureau of Indian Affairs

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Pete:

This letter is in reference tom She contacted my office regarding her
request for assistance in locating a contract she signed when she joined the Navy. This contract

identifies the constituent as an American Indian. For your convenient reference, I have enclosed a
copy of her correspondence.

Since I want to be responsive to all constituent inquiries, your prompt consideration, findings and
views concerning the enclosed will be greatly appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you at
your earliest convenience.

Please send your response to my state office at 601 West Broadway, Suite 630, Louisville,
Kentucky 40202. It should be sent to the attention of Matthew Brotzge. He can be reached at
(502) 582-6304 for further information.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,
MITCH McCONNELL
UNITED STATES SENATOR
MM/mb
FEDERAL BUILDING 1885 DiXIE HIGHWAY 771 CORPORATE DRIVE 300 SoutH Main 601 WEsT BROADWAY PROFESSIONAL ARTS BUILDING
241 EAST MAIN STREET SUITE 345 SuITe 108 SuITe 310 SurTe 630 2320 BROADWAY
Room 102 FoRT WRIGHT, KY 41011 LEXINGTON, KY 40503 LonDON, KY 40741 LouisviLLE, KY 40202 SuITE 100
BowLING GREEN, KY 42101 (859) 578-0188 (859) 224-8286 (606} 864-2026 (502) 582-6304 Papucan, KY 42001

(270) 781-1673 (270) 442-4554



Kentucky
Motorcycle Association

State Secretary

April 16, 2009
Dear Senator McConnell,

Thank you for your letter and willingness to help me in my situation. I would also like to

recognize Mr. Larry Cox for stepping up and offering his assistance in this matter.

During my active duty service in the Navy, from February 1984 to October 1987, [ had to
sign a contract with the United States Government regarding my status as an American
Indian. A copy of the contract is not in my discharge sleeve. The verbiage in the contract
was very confusing, but I walked away with the sense that I have no Constitutional
Rights and do not have the right to vote. The only thing that was very clear to me, was
that 1 agreed to willing declare myself as a Native American on any application and
census on which the question is asked. I do not remember the exact date that I signed this
contract. My maiden name is-nd I may have signed the contract under the last

I am asking for assistance in locating this contract so that it can be reviewed for the exact

details to be determined. I am also asking for assistance in obtaining verification and

documentation of my listing on the Roll.

Please find enclosed the Privacy Release Form that you requested.
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Senator Mitch McConnell
601 West Broadway

Room 630

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

| am aware that the Privacy act of 1974 prohibits the release of information in my file without
my approval. e
O< etrmenlt eF the , Lalew ior .

I authorize the ,/, AU\k( Pusw\fw( iz-((cf«:"(( {ux"rv”

/////*(/ t// /1/[/1, / c/f(C‘/ Z////f(/ il /"J (_’7( S aetr Y
(name of agency or department)
to provide information on my claim/case to Senator McConnell or his staff representative
designated by him.

This authorization is good until such time as a final dec:snon is made on my case and there is

no fuiher idmmli"al‘ie iiieal available |o mi

Name - Please Print Slinature

Street Address City, State & lecode

Day Phone Number Evening Phone Number

Social Security Number Date of B:rt!

If you wish information to be provided to parent, child, attorney or other interested party, please
indicate below.

__l-authorize _ — o ES —toreceive information
from Senator McConneIl or his staff representatlve de&gnated by him relative to my claim/case. |




Brotzge, Matthew (McConnell)

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brotzge, Matthew (McConnell)

Tuesday, June 02, 2009 5:18 PM
'darren_pete@ios.doi.gov'
American Indian Contract

Attachments: JamiSue Moore.pdf

Mr. Pete,

Page 1 of 1

Per our conversation, | have attached a copy of my constituent’s correspondence regarding the contract she
supposedly signed upon joining the military. | have also attached a copy of a privacy release form she filled out,

in case you need her Social Security Number. Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Matthew Brotzge

Constituent Service Representative

US SENATOR MITCH McCONNELL
Phone: (502) 582-6304

Fax: (502) 582-5326

6/2/2009



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Washington, DC 20240

AG 10 209

IN REPLY REFER TO:
Tribal Government Services

COCR-2009-002546

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senator

601 West Broadway, Suite 630
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your letter of July 2, 2009, on behalf ofj NN rcoarding
assistance in locating a contract she signed when she joined the Navy. She believes
that this contract identified her as an American Indian. She is asking for assistance in
obtaining verification and documentation of her listing on a tribal roll.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) does not maintain a registry of American Indians and
does not maintain a database to search for family names to determine their tribal
affiliation. We do not have the staff to perform research for individuals wishing to learn
more about their family history. It is incumbent upon the individual to perform the
research required to obtain documentation to support their family history.

Enrollment as a member of a federally recognized Indian tribe, band, community, or
groups is between the individual and the tribe. The Bureau of Indian Affairs does not
enroll individuals as American Indians. An individual must meet the membership
requirements outlined in the tribe’s governing document at the time that he or she files
an application for membership. Each tribe establishes its own criteria for membership
and it is different for each tribe. If she is not enrolled as a member of a tribe, she must
contact the tribe where her family is enrolled and request an application for
membership. The tribe will provide her with information to determine if she meets those
requirements.

Identification as an American Indian does not remove an individual's constitutional rights
nor their right to vote. In 1924, as the Allotment period was drawing to a close,
Congress passed a statute conferring citizenship upon all Indians born within the United
States (8 U.S.C.A. § 1401(a)(2)). This action completed a process by which many
Indians had already become citizens under the Allotment Act or other special statutes.

By reason of the 14" Amendment, the grant of federal citizenship had the additional
cffect of making the Indians citizens of the stales wlhicie Uiey 1esided.

TAKE PRIDE &=+
INAMERICASSY



We hope that information provided by the United States Navy and/or the National
Personnel Records Center will clear up Ms. -’s questions regarding the contract
she believes she signed as she entered the United States Navy.

We appreciate your interest in Indian Affairs.

Sincerely,

Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Copy to your Washington Office



1431 LoncwortH H.O.B.
WasHineTOoN, DC 20515.4802

SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

2npe DisTtricT, WesT VIiRGINIA 202-2as5-2711

Uongress of the United States 4215 MacCommu vt
ComMITTEE ON FINaNCIAL SERVICES - ' . CHARLESTON, W.V. 25304
CoMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION :ﬁnm nf _I’{B}lezplﬁwlh‘cz sos9ass9ed
AND INFRASTRUCTURE mhlghfngtun, i;],@. ZU5 15—4SH2 300;’3:?'@0!; Ave

MagrTinsBURG, WV, 25401
204-264-8810

December 3, 2007 e ssesonsenn
Jacquelyn Cheek

Director, Office of Congressional and

Legislative Affairs

Bureau of Indian Affairs

U.S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 3070

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Ms. Cheek,

Recently, a constituent of mine, Mr._ contacted my office with

concerns regarding Native American issues. After reading his correspondence, I took the
liberty of forwarding his information and a copy of the letter to you so it may be handled
more directly.

Th ] rect your response to the Mr.
If you have any questions,
please teel free to call my office at 202-225- 2
Sincerely,
oo QQ,Z X

Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress

SMC:VKG

DEC 11 2007

DEC 11 2007 COX_

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



From: "Write your representative" <writerep@heoc-wwwé.house.govs
Date: 11/12/2007 3:01:46 AM

To: wv02wyr@housemail .house.gov

Subject: WriteRep Responses

DATE: November 12, 2007 02:33 AM
NAME :
ADDR1:
ADDR2:
ADDR3 :
CITY:
STATE :
ZIP:
PHONE :
EMAIL:
msg:

November 12, 2007

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
House of Representatives

1431 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4802

Dear Representative Capito:

This is in my own words I need no other with approval I am of Cherokee
descent and also of th Black foot and also of crow descent my spelling is
inadequate but it will have to suffice being that I am the only one left
in my family I protest any action against my people the government has
taken more than their share look through your records and this is nothing
more than fact You have taken more than your share Really I don't care
about that with the exception of it's actually it was not your's to take
This is my home land and what gives you the Right to take it from me and
my relatives I actually don't have anything so what gives you the right to
take from us the things in which you do not own and in fact you never will
actually I really need to send a copy of this letter to those whom it
really concerns you HAVE THE POWER GIVE BACK WHAT ACTUALLY IS NOT YOURS
And that is all the land that belongs to the Indian Nation, Sincerely

_/Black foot, Crow and Cherokee by descendant

check my blood line and I speak the truth My blood will prove I'm in the

Right to speak what I sa
Thank You —ndian by descendant

Sincerely,



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Washington, DC 20240

JAN 2 2 2008

Dear Mr

Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito asked us to respond to the e-mail message you
sent to her on November 12, 2007. Claiming descent from the Cherokee, Blackfeet and
Crow tribes, you are protesting the losses suffered by the tribes at the hands of the
government. You want the government to give the land back to the tribes.

It has been the policy of the United States to acquire land from Indian tribes through
treaty or by federal statute. By the proclamation of September 22, 1783, all persons were
prohibited “from making settlements on lands inhabited or claimed by Indians without
the limits or jurisdictions of any particular state, and from purchasing or receiving any
gift or cession of such lands or claims without the express authority and direction of the
United States in Congress assembled.” The United States began the Indian treaty making
period in 1778 when it entered into the first treaty with the Delaware. The treaty making
period extended through 1871 when Congress enacted legislation declaring that it would
no longer enter into treaties with the Indian tribes.

While it was admirable for the United States to negotiate with tribes for the cession of
their lands, the tribes usually did not receive full compensation for the lands ceded. To
rectify this problem, the Indian Claims Commission (Commission) was established by the
Act of August 13, 1946, 60 Stat. 1049. The purpose of the Commission was to hear and
determine claims against the United States on behalf of any Indian tribe, band, or other
identifiable group of American Indians residing within the territorial limits of the United
States or Alaska. Three hundred and seventy (370) dockets were filed before the
Commission by August 13, 1951. The Commission adjudicated most of the cases before
it was terminated on September 30, 1978. The remaining claims were transferred to the
United States Court of Federal Claims (formerly the United States Claims Court).

The Cherokee, Blackfeet and Crow tribes filed 28 claims before the Commission and the
Court of Federal Claims. Of the 28 claims, 12 resulted in monetary awards to the tribes
for $81.5 million.

TAKE PRIDES 2
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Enclosed, please find a list of the claims cases filed on behalf of the above-cited tribes,
and an index of the Indian treaties listed by tribe.

We hope that this information is helpful to you.

Sincerely,

%)/@/am"”’“

Jerry Gidner
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

Enclosures



1431 LonaworTtH H.O.B.
WasuinsTon, DC 20515-4802

SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

2no DistricT, WeEsT VIRGINIA 20z-za25-2711

Congress of the United States 4015 MacComae Ave,
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES CrarLesToN, WV, 25304
eeNeneen Houze of Representatites 3049233004
S s P R
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION m&ﬁlﬂr‘gtﬂu, £~@. ZHS 15 -48HZ Suite 102 '
AND INFRASTRUCTURE - MarTinsBurs, W.V. 2540
304-264-8810
March 26, 2008 WWW.HOUSE.GOV/CARITO
Darren Pete
Director, Office of Congressional and
Legislative Affairs

Bureau of Indian Affairs

US Department of the Interior
Mail Stop 3070

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Dear Mr. Pete,

Recently, a constituent of mine, Mr. ontacted my office with
concerns regarding the health and welfare of the Cherokee nation. After reading his
correspondence, I took the liberty of forwarding his information and a copy of the letter
to you so it may be handled more directly.

Thank vou for vour time and efft direct your response to the Ms.
If you have any questions, please
feel free to call my office at 202-225-2711.
Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress

SMC:VKG

APR 0 7 2008
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From: "Write your representative" <writerep@heoc-wwwé . house.govs>
Date: 1/25/2008 5:32:24 PM

To: wv02wyr@housemail.house.gov

Subject: WriteRep Responses

DATE:
NAME :
ADDR1:
ADDR2:
ADDR3:
CITY:
STATE:
ZIP:
PHONE :
EMAIL:
msg:
hello my name is and i am a cherokee . i would like to know why our
reservations can not get help i have been gathern items to send to the people
a lot of our reservations are haveing to be rationed propane for heat . so it is
a choice between food and propane they have to take the food to feed their
families . this tears at my heart and i was wondering if i could get answeres to
my questains since no one can give me a straight answere .there is no reason a
ferson needs to go without heat or food .right now im gathern items to send to
south dekota to help there but i am one person can you give me answeres i would
appreciate any thoughts and answeres you can give me . the native american
children are also in need of school supplys i have collected nine boxes that
have gone to the reservation already . please if you can help please right to
me .




United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Washington, DC 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

" APR 29 7008

Dear Mr_:

Thank you for your letter of January 25, 2008 to Shelley Moore Capito, Member of
Congress regarding your concerns on the current living conditions on the Cherokee
Indian Reservation. In your letter you requested that something be done to get aid to the
Cherokee Indian Reservation. Your letter was forwarded to our office for reply. We
apologize for the delayed response and appreciate this opportunity to provide the
following information on the various services and programs that are available to
American Indians and Alaska Natives.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) sponsors or administers a comprehensive program of
social services and a limited housing repair program for eligible Indian tribal members
who do not satisfy eligibility requirements for participation in state welfare assistance
programs or other federal housing programs. Services included in the BIA programs are:

(1) General Assistance, which provides monthly financial support to individuals and
families whose income is not sufficient to acquire the minimum essential needs of
food, clothing, shelter and utilities;

(2) Child Welfare Assistance, which extends foster care, and other protective and
support services to Indian children and their families;

(3) Adult Care, a program of custodial care for Indian adults who require supervision,
or are otherwise unable to care for themselves; and

(4) Emergency Assistance, a program component that meets emergency needs in
disaster situations, and provides funds for the burial of indigent Indian persons.

(5) Indian Child Welfare Act, Title II Grants, under which tribes and Indian
organizations may receive funds to design and operate child and family service
programs.

TAKE PRIDE'RE— 2



Many other BIA programs have been established to assist in meeting a wide range of
needs on reservation and in village communities. The Bureau of Indian Education
oversees an extensive educational system (elementary through post secondary). The BIA
also has offices that focus on judicial and law enforcement services, financial loan
programs, road construction and maintenance, natural resources and wildlife
management, forestry, and economic development. At many reservation and village
locations, some or all of these programs are administered directly by tribal or village
governments through contracts with the BIA.

For the above types of services, the BIA provides the services to federally recognized
Indian tribal members residing on reservations or in designated service areas. If
individuals choose to apply for these services, they may contact their tribe or the local
BIA office for information and applications.

Indian reservations and Alaska Native village residents, as citizens of the states in which
they reside, are also eligible on the same basis as non-Indians for such programs as
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
the Food Stamp Program, the Low Income Heating and Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), and Departments of Housing and Urban Development, Health and Human
Services, Agriculture, and Veterans Affairs housing programs.

The above information is a broad overview of some of the various programs and services
that exist to benefit American Indians and Alaska Natives. In providing this information,
we do not mean to imply that there are no unmet needs on Indian reservations. Isolation
and limited access to avenues of economic opportunity continue to pose problems for
many American Indian and Alaska Native people in many areas of the country.

Please contact the Tribe for more information and applications on the services available
to you and to members of your tribe. Below is a list of the tribal offices that deal directly
with the Cherokee Indians.

Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma Eastern Band of Cherckee
P.O. Box 948 P.O. Box 455
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465 Cherokee, North Carolina 28719

United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee
P.O. Box 746
Tahlequah, Oklahoma 74465



We appreciate you taking the time to address your concerns on the welfare of the
Cherokee people and trust the information provided will be helpful in clarifying the
government’s role in providing assistance to your tribe and to all Native Americans and
Alaskan Natives.

Sincerely, -
# ,
A < s
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs

cc: The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito



MITCH McCONNELL

Kentucxy

361-A RusseLL SeENATE OFfice BuiLbing

WAsmNGTCe, DC 20610-1702 Hnitedr Btates Benate

January 5, 2010

Mr. Christopher Mansour

Director

Ottice Of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street N.W.

Room 6256

Washington, D.C, 20240

Dear Mr. Mansour:

REPUBLICAN LEADER

COMMITTEES:
AGRICULTURE

APPROPRIATIONS

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

This letter is in reference to Mrs.— She contacted my office regarding her request
for assistance in obtaining a confiscated ivory bracelet she inherited from her deceased mother-in-

law, Mrsi For your convenient reference, [ have enclosed a copy of her

correspondence.

Since I want to be responsive to all constituent inquiries, your prompt consideration, findings and
views concerning the enclosed will be greatly appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you at

your earliest convenience.

Please send your response to my state office at 601 West Broadway, Suite 630, Louisville,
Kentucky 40202. It should be sent to the attention of Mr. Patrick T. Foster. He can be reached at

{502) 582-6304 for further information.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

MITCH McCONNELL A

UNITED STATES SENATOR

MM/ptf

4 2 I
. SO ~~-."Gljjz

FeneraL BuiLOING 1685 Dixie FhiGHway 771 CoreoRATE DAve 300 SouTk Mam
241 EAsT Masv STREET Sunve 345 Suite 108 Surre 310
Reow. 102 FORT WRIGHT, KY 41011 LexanaTon, KY 40503 Lawoon, KY 40747
Bowung Greev, KY 42101 (859)578-0188 (899) 224-8286 {608) 86220286

(270} 781-1673

LEBSLy

601 WzsT BRoapway
Suir= 630
LouisviLLE, KY 40202
{502) 582-6304

PROTESSIONAL ARTS BuiLoing
2320 3a0acway

Suits 100

PagucaH, KY 42001

(270) 542-4654
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December 16, 2009

Senator Mitch McConnell
601 West Broadway
Room 630

Louisville, K'Y 40202

Dear Senator McConnell;

Upon my return to the United States from Poland on September 15, 2009, personnel in

_Customs searched my luggage and confiscated an ivory bracelet which I inherited from
‘my mother-in-iaw, Mrsh' in 1997 upon her death.

Enclosed are copies of the materials which I sent to Ms. Tamesha Woulard, Supervisory
Wildlife Inspector, United States Department of the Interior, on November 12, 2009.
Also attached is a copy of the reply I received from Ms. Woulard on November 20,
2009..

It has been four weeks since 1 received the reply from Ms. Woulard. If you can do
anything to hasten the resolution of this matter (which hopefully will include the return of

. my bracelet), [ would welcome your assistance.

Encls.




November 12, 2009

Ms. Tamesha Woulard

Supervisory Wildlife Inspector

United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Office of Law Enforcement

2599 World Gateway Place, Bldg. 830
Detroit, Michigan 48242

Dear Ms. Woulard;

Upon my return to the United States from Poland on September 15, 2009, personnel in
Customs searched my baggage and confiscated an ivory bracelet which I inherited from
my mother-in-law, Mrs.“ in 1997 upon her death. Enclosed is a
photograph showing my mother-in-law wearing the bracelet in question at a party given
for me in 1985 in celebration of my marriage and final arrival in the United States. Also
enclosed are affidavits of two of my friends, who were in attendance at that party and can

verify that the bracelet did belong t-ho received it as a gift from her son.

I had taken this bracelet to Poland several times before and never been guestioned about

it. Since it was my bracelet and not a purchase, I was unaware that it needed to be
declared.

I trust that these docurnents will clarify the matter and hopefully that my bracelet can be
returned to me.

Most sincerel

Encls.




AFFIDAVIT

states that the bracelet in the attached photograph wom
at a “welcome home” party in honor of her daughter-in-law,
ho had just arrived in the United States in 1985, was a gift from her
when he returned from a trip abro ears before. The bracelet was
in 1997 upon Mr. s death.

The affiant swears that the statements contained in this affidavit are true and correct.

STATE of KENTUCKY
County of Daviess...SS

ic in and for the County of Daviess in the State of Kentucky, state
tha personally appeared before me and declared the above
statements to be true and correct, -

This the /37 day of November, 2009.

s

Notary Public, Daviess Cou’ntf, Kentucky

My commission expires; &'— L)t Vg !“34"_’4 Al




AFFIDAVIT

states that the bracelet in the attached photograph worn
at a “welcome home” party in honor of her daughter-in-law,
who had just airived in the United States in 1985, was z gift from her
when he refurned from a trip abroad a few years before. The bracelet was
in 1997 upon Mr ’s death.

The affiant swears that the statements contained in this aftidavit are true and correct.

STATE of KENTUCKY
County of Hancock... SS

I, a Notary Public in and for the County of Hancock in the State of Kentucky,

state thaw personally appeared before me and declared the above
statements ect. .

This the /3 day of November, 2009.
1 day

L%ﬂég: ko o haad
Notary Public, Hancock County, Kentucky

My commission expires:/-/ 7~/ 2
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
Detroit Metropolitan Airport, Bldg. 830
2599 World Gateway Place
Detroit, Michigan 48242
Phone: (734) 247-6800 Fax: (734) 247-6805

In Reply Refer To: 2009304976

11/20/09 .

CERTIFIED MAIL: 70071490000064542551: Return Receipt Requested

The purpose of this letter is to advise you that on November 19, 2009 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service - Office of Law Enforcement (FWS-OLE) received your undated Petition for Remission.

The Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act has established strict processes for the forfeiture and

disposition of seized property. According to these processes, when a Petition for Remission is

received for items that were seized, the FWS-OLE is removed from the process and the matter is
_forwarded to the Department of the Interior's Field Solicitor for final determination.

Any additional inquiries into the disposition of the Walrus (Odobenus rosmarus) ivory bracelet
should be addressed to:

Office of the Field Solicitor : ‘
. Bishop Henry. Whipple Federal Bulldmo

1 Federal Drive, Room 686 '

Ft. Snelling, MN 55111-4030

612-713-7121 (facsimile)
Sincerely,

%&\mm@

Tamesha Woulard
Supervisory Wildlife Inspector




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washinglon, D.C. 20240
In Reply Refer To: i
FWS/LE DCN 043688 FEB 24 200

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate

601 West Broadway, Suite 630
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your letter of January 5, 2010, to Mr. Christopher Mansour, Director of the
Department of the Interior’s Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, regarding the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) seizure of a walrus ivory bracelet belonging to your
constituent, Ms

This bracelet, which was imported into the United States from Poland via personal
accompanying baggage, was detained on import by Service wildlife inspectors in Chicago
because Service regulations implementing the Marine Marmmal Protection Act (50 CFR 18)
prohibit the importation of marine mammals or marine mammal products. This prohibition
applies to personal items made from marine mammal parts (such as walrus ivory) as well as
commercial imports.

A Notice of Seizure and Proposed Forfeiture was sent to M.-Kn October 14, 2009. This
notice explained Mﬁs right to seek return of the ivory bracelet by filing a petition for
remission of forfeiture for review by the Department of the Interior’s Solicitor’s office. The

Solicitor’s office independently reviews such petitions and determines whether mitigating
circumstances justify the return of seized property.

Ms I suomitted a petition for remission of forfeiture to the Service on November 19,
2009, and that petition was forwarded to the field Solicitor’s office in Minneapolis for review.
Earlier this month, workload issues prompted that office to transfer M s petition to the
field Solicitor’s office in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for review and disposition.

Afler this office completes its review of the information provided by Ms d the
Service, it will make a determination as to whether return of the ivory bracelet 1s warranted and
notify writing as to this decision. The Solicitor’s communication will include a

complete explanaton of the decision. Review of a petition for remission of forfeiture typically
takes approximately threc months, although some determinations may require additional
processing time.



The Honorable Mitch McConnetll 2

The petition for remission process provides outside review of Service enforcement actions and
helps protect the rights and interests of property owners. If you have additional questions about
this matfer, please contact me or Special Agent in Charge Gregory Jackson, who oversees our
law enforcement operations in the Midwest, at (612) 713-5320.

Sincerely,

oy A Ao

Benito A. Perez
£ Chief, Office of Law Enforcement

Capy to your Washington Office



MITCH McCONNELL REPUBLICAN LEADER
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June 9, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

I write on behalf of Dr. Gary Ransdell, President of Western Kentucky University, who has
contacted me regarding White Nose Syndrome (WNS). Dr. Ransdell is concerned about the
effect WNS might have on bat populations in Kentucky, and I would appreciate your review and

response to his questions and conceins.

I have enclosed a copy of his correspondence, for your information. Please direct any inquiries
and all relevant information to Allison Thompson in my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you for your time and assistance. I will look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

MITLH McCONNELL
UNITED STATES SENATOR

MM/at

FecenaL Bunping.

241 EasT Man Sinrrt
Roora 102

BowiLng GRELN, KY 421014
(2701 7811673
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A LEADING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

June 5, 2009

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senator

361A Russell Senate Building
‘Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator McConnell:

Western Kentucky University bas several educational and research initiatives
underway in Kentucky caves and is responsible for managing caves on several properties
owned or operated by WKU. As you know, we also maintain an educational and
research partuership with Mammoth Cave National Park. I was recently contacted by a
group of WKU faculty regarding an alarming ecological situation that may have
significant impact on caves in Kentucky ~ it is already causing major issues in
Northeastern states.

In recent years scientists have discovered a fungal disease that is causing
catastrophic mortality in a wide variety of bat species, known as “White Nose Syndrome™
(WNS). The disease was first identified in New York in 2006 bt has quickly spread as
far south and west as West Virginia and Virginia. Because evidence suggests that human
activity may spread the fungus between caves on clothing or equipment, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) bas issued a voluntary moratorium on recreational caving
activities in all nine states where WNS has been documented. Adjoining states are also
affected, including Kentucky. Without question, the spread of this disease poses
substagtial biological and economic threats, and Kentucky is fast becoming a focal point
for these concems.

The Spirit Makes He Master
Westemm Kentucky Unversity | 1966 Callege Heighas Blwd. £17000 | Bowding Green, KY 221G1-1001
phone: 270.745.4326 | fax: 270.745.4452 | web: weavwkiedy
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1 am writing both to make you aware of this sjtuation and to urge you to consider
supporting efforts to study and contro] the spread of this disease. WKU faculty have
adopted measures to control WNS on WEU propertics and are working in cooperation
with the USFWS. Dr. Hazel Barton, a cave microbiologist from Northern Kentucky
University, is currently researching the efficacy of vatious WNS decontamination
procedures, and Dr. Lee Florea, a WKU hydrologist, is working with USFWS 1o monitor
bat populations in Kentucky. In addition, Dr. Carl Dick, a biologist who works with bats,
bat parasites and their ecological and evolutionary associations, will join the WKU
faculty later this summer and will be engaged with efforts to study this disease and its
impact. Because of the importance of this issue to this cave and bat-rich region, WKU
scientists are concerned and eager to assist with efforts to monitor bats and their roosting
environments and to stedy the dynamics of WNS for the purpose of preventing the spread
of the disease into Kentucky and beyond.

1 am aware of a recent communication fron a group of Northeastern members of
Congress to contact Imterior Secretary Ken Salazar to request funding for the USFWS and
the U.S. Geological Survey to do the necessary research and develop a cure for this
disease. My specific request to you is to ensure that any efforts to combat this disease are
also focused in Kentucky. WKU is located in the heart of Kentucky’s cave and karst
region, and we are greatly concerned about both the ecological effects on the bat species
in our caves and also the negative impact this will have on tourism for our state.

1 am enclosing some information provided to me by our faculty for your staff to
review. If WKU faculty can provide you with additional information or assistance in this
effort, please feel free to call upon me.

As always, thank you for all that you do for WKU and for the Commonweaith of
Kentucky.

Sincerely,

A,
0

Gary Al dell



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

In Response Refer To:
FWS/R4/AES/041446

JUL 2 7 2009

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator McConneli:

Thank you for your letter dated June 9, 2009, on behalf of Dr. Gary Ransdell, President of Western
Kentucky University, concerning White-nose Syndrome (WNS) and the effects on bat populations in
Kentucky.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) shares Dr. Ransdell’s concern about WNS and its
polential to spread from Northeastern states to Kentucky and to other areas. Since the disease was
first documented in March of 2007, the Service has taken a leadership role in addressing WNS, and
we are coordinating research, education, and management activities in partnership with over 50
organizations and universities in addition to state wildlife and public health agencies and other
federal agencies to address this most pressing conservation challenge. We appreciate the
contributing work of scientists associated with Western Kentucky University.

WNS is associated with a newly-described fungal species which appears to be causing more than 90
percent mortality of hibernating bats in affected caves throughout the Northeast, with close to 100
percent mortality in some caves. Although we lack much of the scientific understanding of bat
population ecology and dynamics necessary for a more precise estimate, biologists estimate that
between 500,000 and one million bats have died so far during this outbreak of WNS. To date, six
bat specics have been affected, including the federally endangered Indiana bat. The sudden and
widespread mortality associated with WNS has never been observed in any of the more than 1,100
species of bats known 10 science. The exact cause of mortality of affected bats is not yet understood,
but the newly identified fungus is considered a likely contributor.

To date, WNS and the new fungus have not been documented in Kentucky. In March of this year,
the Service released an advisory calling for a voluntary moratorium on recreational caving in the
nine affected states and in neighboring states, including Kentucky, and we are working with
recreational cavers, private landowners, and states to implement this advisory. Although state fish
and wildlifc agencies have primary jurisdiction over bat species that are not federally-listed, the
Service, in addition 10 coordinating the regional approach to WNS, is working closely with state fish
and wildlife agencies in their response. In fact, the Service’s Kentucky Field Office (KFO) has
worked with the Kentucky Department for Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) to develop a state
WNS Response Plan.

TAKE PRIDE , 4
INAM ERICA—\\(



More specifically, the Service continues to support on-going research efforts to identify the
mechanism of WNS and mortality in affected bats; identify and monitor both summer and winter bat
populations prior to WNS arrival; develop management and containment options for Federal and
State wildlife managers; and lead outreach efforts with the affected public.

We appreciate Western Kentucky University’s concern and eagerness to assist the Service with
WNS related research and look forward to the opportunity to work closely with its highly qualified
staff to effectively slow the progress of this disease and to mitigate its impacts on bat populations
and related human and wildlife resources in Kentucky.

Thank you for your interest in this issue. Should you require additional information please feel free
to contact me or Mr. Sam D. Hamilton, the Service’s Southeast Regional Director, at
(404) 679-4000.

Sincerely,

bustmln) ?%0"‘—09

irector

Acting
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U.S. Department of the Interior

4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 330

Arlington, Virginia 22203

Dear Friend:

I write on behalf of my constituent, Mr_ who has contacted me regarding
difficulties he has encountered procuring a permit in Walton County, Florida.

I have enclosed a copy of my constituent's correspondence, for your information. Please direct
any inquiries and all relevant information to Eric King in my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you again for you time and assistance. I will look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

%&‘/%%L

MITCH McCONNELL
UNITED STATES SENATOR
MM/ek
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From: "nobody@www.senate.gov” <nobody@www.senate.gov>

Date: 10/7/2008 3:47:47 PM _ , )

To: "webmaii@mcconnell-ig.senate.gov” <webmail@mecconnell-iq.senate.gov>
Cc:

Subject: Dept of Fish & Wildlife

1 own a condo in the panhandle of Floida, Walton County, that faces the beach. After hurrican Katrina and a few others,
much of the beach was washed away and the owners association of this condo and many others in the area applied for
permits from the county to rebuild the beaches by importing sand.

The Department of Fish & Wildlife is now coming back and saying that the permits were obtained incorrectly and are
imposing =z fine ($32,000.00 for our condo association) on all owners up and down the beach for the violation or having
them remove the sand. They say that putting all that sand back has endangered the habitats of the sea turtle and other
marine animals. Point is that the hurrincane Katrina took out about 25° of beach and what we put back was not that much,
just enough fo keep the rest of the development from caving in should another storm hit. Which hasn't happened.

it would be nice if you could siep in and stop the siupidity of the Depariment from either fining us and others or forcing us
to remove the sand that we put down. | assure you that the beach is always changing and if we had done nothing and no
storms hit for several years, the guif and wind would probably bring almost as much sand as we imported. Turtles and
fish seem to survive well to the changing amounts of sand brought on by hurricanes and everyday fides.

Your help will be greatly appreciated.

~Close |

http://mcconnell-iq:800/ig/view_eml.aspx?rid=8230914&0id=2453592 1/14/2010



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, Georgia 30345

In Reply Refer To: FEB 22 2010
FWS/R4/ES/043968

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senator
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator McConnell;

Thank you for your facsimile dated January 14, 2010, regarding Mm concerns
about a seawall installed on his property in Walton County, Florida following Hwricane Katrina

in 2005, and the need for state and Federal permits.

This seawall is one of 250 emergency construction permits to build temporary armoring
structures issued by Walton County after Hurricane Dennis. This armoring was to provide
temporary protection to upland structures immediately following the hurricane. The cumulative
armoring that occurred along the beachfront in Walton County following Hurricane Dennis

. amouated to 3.7 miles covering approximately 19 percent of the developed beach.

The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is concerned about the impact of existing and future
armoring structures on nesting sea turtles and other coastal species listed as threatened or
endangered under the Endangered Species Act. A Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is being
prepared by Walton County to cover any emergency permits for temporary armoring the County
may issue in the future. The coverage would be provided through an incidental take permit (ITP)
issued by the Service to the County for the emergency permits and installation of temporary
armoring by property owners. The Endangered Species Act requires specific criteria to be met
before ITP permit issuance. The criteria pertinent to Walton County involves the need to
minimize impacts of the action to the endangered species and where impacts are unavoidable,
mitigate them to the maximum extent practicable.

The in-lien-fee mitigation of $240 per linear foot of armoring proposed in the County's HCP is
largely based on the current and future retention of the armoring installed after Hurricane
Dennis. This armoring is expected to make up the majority of armoring installed along the
beachfront. While this in-licu-fee is presented as the preferred mitigation option by the County,
property owners may offer other alternative mitigation, Our initial review of the HCP indicates
this mitigation in-lieu-fee appears reasonable based on information in this HCP and other similar
HCPs reviewed by the Service. Please note, however, that the Service has not completed its
review of the HCP, and aspects of the in-licu-fee may change in response to new information.”
This review will also include a 60-day public comment period during which Mr-and
other interested parties may review the HCP and provide comments.

TAKE PRIDE ‘&%=
INAMERICA oo



Senator McConnell 2

In addition, the Service is preparing a General Conservation Plan (GCP) to assist individual
Walton County property owners such as Mr- in applying for coverage under the
Endangered Species Act for the permanent retention of armoring installed after Hurricane
Dennis. The coverage also is provided by an ITP that would be issued to each property owner
for the permanent retention of his/her armoring. The same criteria applies to individual property
owners regarding minimizing impacts to endangered species. There will be a 60-day public
comment period for the GCP as well.

We have been actively engaged with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and Walton County on both of these issues.
All of the agencics are committed to working with the property owners and the County to
expedite the completion of the Service's GCP and the County's HCP. Enclosed is a fact sheet on
the Endangered Species Act, the HCP and ITP process including the criteria for permit issuance.

If you have any questions about the FICP or GCP process, please contact me at (404) 679-4000
or Ms. Lorna Patrick in the Panama City office at (850) 769-0552 ext. 229.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure



What is a Habitat Conservation Plen

and Incidental Take Permit?

Incidental take permits are required when
non-Federa! ackivities will resultin “fake” of
threatened or endangered species. A
habitat conservation plan or “HCOP” must
accompany 2n application for an incidental
take permit. The purpose of the habitat
conservation planning process associated
with the permit is to ensure there s
adequate minimizing and mitigating of the
effects of the authorized ineidental take,
The purpose of the incidental {ake permitis
to authorize the incidental take of a listed
species, not to avthorize the activities that
resultin take.

- ~What.is take?- - . - ...
“Tuke” Is defined in the Endangered
Species Act (Act) as harass, harm, pursoe,
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or
collect any threatened or endangered
species. Harm may include significant
habitat modifieation where it actually kills
orinjures & listed species through
impairment of essential behavier (e.g.,
nesting or reproduction).

How many HCPs have heen developed
ant what size areas do they cover?

As of October 1, 2001, over 447 HCPs have
been approved. These HCPs addvess more
than 616 species across more than
39million acres,

_Both the number of HCPs and the size and
complexity of the areas they cover have
increased, Most of the earlier HCPs
approved weve for planming areas of less
than 1,000 acres. However, of the HOPs
that have been approved as of September
2001, seventeen range from 10,000 to
100,000 acres; eleven range firoin 100,000 to
500,000; six exceed 500,000 acres; and five
cover more than one million acres. In some
cases, there are more than one incidental
take permit asseciated with a HGE For
example, the Central Coastal Orange
County HCP was developed as an overall
plan underwhich each individual
participating entity received their own

Habhitat Conservation

Plans

Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act

Karner biwe butterfly. Photo by Joel Trick.

ineidental take permut. This suggests that
HCPs are evolving from a process adopted
primarily to address single projects to
broad-based, Jandscape-level planning,
utilized to achieve long-term biological and
regulatory goals.

Who needs an Incidental Take Permit?
Anyonewho believes that their otherwise-
lawful activities will result in the
“incidental take” of a listed species needs
a permit, The Service can help you
determine whether your proposed project
or action is likely to resnlt in “take” and
whether a HCP is an option to considex
Service personnel can also provide teehnical
assistance to help you design yowr project
50 as to avoid take. For example, the
project could be designed with seasonal
restrictions on construction to minimize
disturbance during nesting.

The t'aconsz‘n Statewide HCP was developed for the conservation of the endangered

.

o

What is the benefit of an Incidental
Take Permit and Habitat Conservation
Plan to & private landowner?

The permit allows alandowner to legally
proceed with an activity that would
otherwise result in theillegal take of a listed
species, The Services also developed a
regulation to address the problem of
maintaining regulatory assurances and
providing certainty to landowners threugh
the HCP process, the “No Surprises”
regulation.

What are No Surprises assurances?

No Surprises assurances ave provided hy
the government throngh the seciion
10(=)(1)(B) process to non-Federal
landowners. Essentially, private
landowners are assured thatif “anforeseen
circumstances” arise, the Services will not
require the commitment of additionat land,
‘watey, or finaneial compensation or
additional restrietions on the use ofland,
water, or other natural vesourees beyond
thelevel otherwise agreed to in the HCP




without the consent of the permittee. The
government will honor these assurances as
long as a permittee isimplementing the
terms and conditions of the HCE permit,
and other aszociated documents in good
faith. Tn effect, this regulation states that
the government;will honorits commitment
as long as the HCP peymittees honor theirs.

Are Incidental Take Permits needed for
listed plants?
There are no Federal prohibitions under the
Act for the take of listed plants on non-
Federal lands, unless taking of those plants
isin violation of State law. However, before

- the Service issnes a permit, the effecis of
the permit on listed plants must be analyzed
because section 7 of the Actrequires that
iszuance of 2 HCP permit must not
jeopardize anylisted species, inclnding:
plants.

What is the process far getting an

- Incidental Take Permit?

The applicant is in charge of deciding
whether to pursee anineidental take
permit. While Service personnel provide
detailed guidance and technical assistance
throughout the process, the development
of a HCP is driven by the applicant. The
applicant is responsible for submitting
completed permit application. The
necessary components of a completed

- —— — — — -permit-application-ave: a.standayd —..— - _-

application form, a HCE an
Implementation Agreement (if required),
and, if appropriate, a draft National
Environmental Poliey Act analysis,

While processing the permit applieation,
the Service will prepare an intra-Service
biological opinion under section 7 of the
ESA and the ineidental take permit, and
finalize the NEPA analysis documents,
Consequently, mcidental take permits
have a number of associated documents
besides the HCE

How long will it take to process our
application?

The length of time to complete the
permitting process depends on the
complexdty of issues involved (e.g., the
number of species) and the completeness
of the doeuments submitted by the
applicant. The Service will work to
complete all steps such as the public
comment process as expeditiousiy as
possible, The most variable fackor in
permit processing requirements is thelevel
of analysis required for the proposed HCP
under NEPA, in other words, whetheran -
Environmental Impaet Statement,
Environmentsl Assessment, or a categorieal
exclusion is yequired. Other factors such as
public controversy ean also affect parmit
processing times,

“Low Effect” HCPs are those involving (1)
minor effects on fedevally listed, proposed,
or eandidate species and their habitats

- covered under the HCP; and (2) minor

effects on other environmental values or

resources. These HOPs donotrequirea
NEPA document, and the target permit

processing time is 8 months,

HCOPs which do not fall into the “Low
Effeet” category require either an EA or
an EIS, depending on their complexity.
For those requiring an EA as part of the
permit application, the target permit
processing time is 4 to 6 months. For those
requiring an EIS, the target permit
processing time may be up fo 12 months.

How do we know if we have listed
species ok our project sita?

Checle with the appropriate State fish and
wildlife agency, the nearest Service field
office, ar the National Marine Fisheries
Service (for anadromeus fish). You can
arrange for a hiologist from one of these
agencies to visit your property to
determine whether a listed species may
be on your project site.

- What needs to he in a HCP?

The contents of a HOP are defined ir:
section 10 of the Act and its implementing
regulations, They include:

B Anassessment of impacts likely to vesult
from the proposed taking of one or more
federally Yisted species.

M Measwres the permit applicantwill
undertake to monitor, minimize, and
mitigate for such impaets; the funding
that will be made available to implement
such measures; and the procedures fo deal
with unforeseen or extraordinacy
cireumstances.

B Alternative actions to the taking that the
applicant analyzed, and the reasons why
the applicant did not adept such
alternatives.

#l Additional measures thatthe Service

may require as necessary or appropriate,

What kind of actions are considered
mitigation?

Mitigation measures ave actions that reduce
or address potential adverse effects ofa
propased aetivity upon species coverad by o
HCE They should address specifie needs of
the species involved and be manageable
and enforeeable. Mitigation measures may
take many forms, such as: preservation (via
aequisition or conservation easement) of
existing hahitat; enhancement or
restoration of degraded or a former
habitat; ereation of new habitats;

establishment of buffer aveas around
existing habitats; modifications of land use
practices, and restrietions on aecess.

What is the legal commitment of a HCP?
The elements of a HCP ave made binding
through the incidental take permit. While
incidental take permits eontain an
expiration date, the mitigation identified in
the HCP can be in perpetuity in certain
cases. Violation of the terms of anincidental
take permit would result in ilegal take
under section 9 of the Act. If the violation is
deemed technical or inadvertent in natre,
the Service may send the permittee a notice
of noneompliance by certified mail or may
recommend alternative actions to the
permittee so that they may regain
compliznee with the terms of the permit,

Who approves a HCP?

The Regional Director of the Service’s
Region decides whether toissue a HCP
permit based on findings that:

M the takingwill beincidental fo an
otherwiselawiul activity;

B theimpacts will be minimized, and
mitigated to the maximum extent
practicable;

B zdeguate funding will be provided;

M the taking will not appreciably veduce the
likelihood of the survival and recovery of the
spedies; and

8 any other necessary measures are met.

Ifthe HCP addresses all of these
requirements and those of other
applicable laws, the permit is issued.

What other laws besides the Endangered
Species Act are invelved?

In issuing an incidentzl take permit, the
Service must comply with the NEPA and
all other statutory and regulatory
requirements, including any State or loeal
environmental/planning laws. HCPs may be
categorically excluded from NEPA ormay
require either an BA oy ravely, an BIS,

Who is responsihle far NEPA
compliance during the HGP process?
The Service isvesponsible for ensuring
NEPA complianee during the HCP process.
Howevay, if the Service does not have
sofficient staff resources to prepare the
appropriate NEPA analysis in a timely
fashion, an applcant may, within ceriain
limitations, prepare draft Envirorenental
Assessment analyses. This can benefit the



applicant an.d the government byexpediting  determining ifthe biological goalsthatare ~ How does the Service ensure that
the application precess and issiance of the expected as part of the HCP mitigationand  species are adequately covered in
permit. When thisis dong, the Servicewill:  minimization strategy ave being met. The HCPs?

(1) provide the prepaver with appropriate effectiveness menitoring will help the The Serviee has strengthened the HCP
guidance concerning document preparation;  Service determine i the conservation process by ineorporating adaptive
and (2} review the docament within30 days ~ strategy is functioning asintendedandthe  management into the plans when there
and take responsibility ultimately forits anticipated benefits to the species are being  are species covered for which additional
scope, adequacy, and content. realized. seientifie information may be useful

] during the implementation of the HCE
Does the public get to comment on aur  Are efferts made to accommodate the These provisions allow FWS and NMFS
HCGP? How do poblic comments affect reeds of HGP participants who are not to work with the landowner to reach
our HGP? professienally invoived in the issues? rautnal agreement upon changes in the
The Act requives a 30-day perfod for public  Because developmentof 2 HCPisdoneby  mitigation shrategies within the HCP
comuent on the applieation for an the apphicant, itis considered a private area, if new information about the species
ineidental take permit. Howevey, wehave action #nd, therefore, notsubject topublie  indieates this is needed. Any changes in
recognized the conesrns of the publie participation or reviewuntil the Serviee strategy that may oecor ave diseussed up
regarding inadequate time for the publie receives an official application. The Service  front with the landowner during the
comment period, and have extended the is eommitted to working with HCP. development of the HCE In this manner,
minimurm comment period to 60 days. applicants and providing technical the permittees are fully aware of any
Additionally, NEPA requires public asmistance asrequived throughout the HCP  future uncerfainty in the management
comment on certain NEPA docurnents,and  development process to accommodate their  strategies, and have concurred with the
the Service runs these two comment needs, The Service believes that HCPs adaptive approaches outlined in the HCR
periods concurrently. Therefore, public under development ave restricted by
comments must be considered inthe permif  privaey regulations unless waived by the What will the Service do in the event of
decision. applicant. However, the Service does unforeseen circumstances that may

encourage the applicant to involve all jeopardize the species?
What kind of manitoring is required for a  appropriate parties. This is especially true The Serviee will use its authority to
HCP and who performs it? for complex and controversial projects,and  manage any unforeseen circumstances
The Service or any party designated as applicants for most large-scale, vegional that may arise to ensure thaf species are
responsible by the Service (e.g., State HCP efforts choose to provide extensive not jeopardized as 2 vesult of approved
wildlife ageney, local government) in the opportunities for public involvement dwming  HCPs. The Service will work with all
HGCP will monitor the project for the planning process. The issuance ofa other Federal and State agencies to help
compliance with the terms of the permit is, however, a Federal actionthatis  ensuve the continued survival and
--incidental take-permit-or HGR If another- — subject to-public review-and comment.- — - _recovery-of thespeciesinthewild.. __ _ _____ _ .

party is responsible for monitoring Thera is time for publie review during the
compliance with the permit, the Service period when the Service reviews the How can | obtain information on
will require periodic reporting fromsuch  information and decides to grant or deny  numhers and types of HCPs?
patty in order to maintain overall a permit based on the completed HCP A Our National HCP database displaying
oversight responsibility for the 80-day public comment period is required  basicstatistics on HCPs is available online
implementation of the HCP's terms and for all completed HCP applications. from owr Habitat Conservation Planning
conditions. For regional and other large- During this period, any member of the page at rtfp:/fendangered fis.gowhep. The
scale or long-term HCPs, monitoring public may review and cornment on the contact information regarding an individual
programs must provide long-term HGP and the accompanying NEFPA HCP thatis available for publie comment is
assurances that the HOP will be document {if applicable). Additionally, the  listed in the notice of availability for that

implemented correctly, that actions will'be  Service solieits public involvement and HCE published in the Federal Register by
monitored, and that sueh actions will work  review, as well as requests for additional the appropriate Regional office. Regional
a3 expected. This should inelude periodic  information during the scoping process office contaet information can be found at
aceonntings of take, surveys to determine  for an Environmental Impact Statement.  hitp:fanvaufivs.gov.

speeies status in project aveas or

mitigation habitats, and progress reports  Are the views of independent scientists

on ffillment of mitigation requirements  used or sought, hefore and during

(e.g., habitat acres acquired). Monitoring  development of 2 HCP?

plans for HCPs should establish tavget The views of independent scientists ave

milestones, to the extent practieable, or important in the development of

reporting requirements throughout thelife  mitigation and minimizzticn measures in

of the HOB and should address actionstobe  nearly all HCPs. In many cases, these

taken in case of unforeseen orextracrdinary  individuals ave eontacted by the applicant

circumstances. and are directly involved in discussions on
the adequacy of possible mitigation and
. 'The Service must monitor the applicant’s minimization measures. In other cases,
implementation of the HOP and thepermit  the views of independent scientists are U.S, Fish & Wildlife Service
terms and conditions. In addition to incorporated indireetly through their Endangered Species Program
compliance monitoring, the biologieal participation in other documents, such as 8481 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 420
conditions associated with the HCP should  listing documents, recovery plans, and Artington, VA 22203
he monitored to determine if the speeies conservation agreements, that are 103/358-2106
needs are being met. This includes referenced by applicants as they develop http:/fendangered.fws.gov/hep/

their HCE February 2002
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November 13, 2012

Dfrector Dan Ashe /D\'Q ? oL L,m{?gg

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Director Ashe:

1 write on behalf of my constituents at the Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge (CRNWR),
Kentucky’s only national wildlife refuge. I am told that CRNWR has submitted a proposal to
expand the refuge, which is being reviewed by your office.

It is my understanding that approval of the proposal would improve public access to the refuge,
expand its upland habitat, protect its current forested wetlands and enhance its water quality. I
am told that the proposal would not only benefit wildlife conservation, but also expand public
recreational opportunities for people throughout the Commonwealth and the region, including
hunting, photography and wildlife observation.

As our nation continues on a path of unsustainable debt, it is more important than ever that we in
Congress, and you in the Administration, work to ensure that every tax dollar is spent wisely. It
is with that in mind that I draw your attention to this proposal which I believe merits your full
and fair review. -

Thank you for four attention to this matter.

MITCH McCONNELL

MM/pm
frogaaL Buome 1885 DIxIE HIGHWAY 771 CORPORATE DrivE 300 Soutn Mam 601 WEST BROADWAY PROFESSIONAL ARTS Buiping
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Room 102 . ForTWrigHT, KY 41011 LexingToM, KY 40503 Lornon, KY 40741 toutswvilLe, KY 40202 Surme 100 .
Bowung GReen, KY 42101 {859) 578-0188 (853) 224-8286 (606) 864-2026 {502) 582-6304 Papucan, KY 42001

(270} 781-1673 . {270) 442-4554



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, Georgia 30345
In Reply Refer To: '
FWS/R4/RF/Area 1053213 DEC 6 2012

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-1702

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your letter of November 13, 2012, and your continued support for the ongoing
conservation efforts being conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) in western
Kentucky. Your support has been instrumental in both moving the expansion project forward in a timely
fashion and in the conservation success that has been achieved since the establishment of the Clarks River
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The management goal of Clarks River NWR is to provide habitat for a
diverse group of wildlife species found within the Clarks River and its floodplain while providing the
surrounding public opportunities to participate in appropriate wildlife-dependent recreation.

As noted in your letter, the Service is currently reviewing a proposal to expand the area of consideration
for which lands could be potentially purchased and included as a part of the Clarks River NWR.
Significant public input and planning has been conducted over the past four years to develop the proposal
that would substantially increase management capabilities and public use opportunities. In light of this,
we also recognize the budget constraints we as a nation and as an agency currently face and we are
proactively taking steps to increase our efficiencies and effectiveness to meet the conservation challenges
before us. Currently, the plan is being reviewed in our headquarters office. If approved, the plan will be
released and the process will be concluded.

We assure you and your constituents that all regional and national factors related to the proposal will be
given full consideration in our evaluation. If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me at (404) 679-4000, or Michael Johnson, Refuge Manager, at (270) 703-2964. Again,
thank you for your suppott for our conservation efforts at Clarks River NWR.

Sincerely yours,

ynthia K. Dohner
Regional Director



“Brooks, Bryit (McConnell)" To <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Brytt_Brooks@mcconnell.se .

nate.gov> ce
06/04/2007 02:13 PM bee .
Subject RE: clarks river nwr construction information
; . History: & This message has been replied to.

Michael,
Great, thanks.

Would these items consume all of the $300k or are there additional costs
(administrative costs, accessories, etc.) that the $300k would be used
to cover?

Thanks,
Brytt .

————— Original Message----- )

From: michael_johnson@fws.gov [mailto:michael johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2007 2:56 PM

To: Brooks, Brytt (McConnell)

Subject: clarks river nwr construction information

Brytt,

The funding, if received, would be used to purchase a 9420 John Deere
4x4

tractor and a Reynolds 18 yard dirt pan equipped with laser level
technology.

This equipment will be used to construct levees (small and large) to
impound water for the purpose of wetland restoration and management of
migratory birds.

If you need additional information, please let me know. If you are
unable

to reach me at my office, my cell # i_

thanks,

Michael



“Brooks, Brytt (McConnell)" To <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Brytt_Brooks@mcconnell.se
nate.gov>
06/04/2007 02:29 PM bee
Subject RE: clarks river nwr construction information

OK great, thanks. I will let the Committee know and we'll see what if
the folks over there determine if they can help.

----- Original Message====-

From: michael_johnson@fws.gov [mailto:michael johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2007 3:26 PM

To: Brooks, Brytt (McConnell)

Subject: RE: clarks river nwr construction information

Brytt,

These two items should consume the majority of the funds. Quotes on the
equipment indicate costs for the two items to be between 250K and 300K
If ' ;

additional funds remained, they would be used to purchase items such as
a

disk or roller; etc which would aid in levee stabilization work
{(vegetation .

establishment) once the levees are built. Any egquipment purchased with
remaining- funds would be directly related our levee construction
objectives.

Michael
"Brooks, Brytt
(McConnell) "
<Brytt_Brooks@mcc
To 2
onnell.senate.gov <michael johnson@fws.gov>
>
ce
06/04/2007 02:11
Subject

PM RE: clarks river nwr construction

information



“Tharp, Sue (McConnell)* To <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Sue_Tharp@mcconnell.sen

ate.gov> cc
01/02/2008 11:06 AM bec
Subject FW: Senator McConnell Delivers for Kentucky: WESTERN
KY

From: Norrils, Courtney (McConnelt)

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2007 6:50 PM

To: Cox, Lamry (McConnell); Piper, Bllly (McConnell); Wiles, Martie (McConnell); Tharp, Sue (McConnell)
Subject: FW: Senator McConnell Delivers for Kentucky: WESTERN KY

From: Norris, Courtney (McConnell)

Sent: Wednesday, December 19, 2007 7:22 PM

To: Steurer, Robert (McConnell); Norris, Courtney (McConnell)
Subject: Senator McConnell Delivers for Kentucky: WESTERN KY

Below is a release from Senator McConnell in regards to the FY *08 Omnibus Appropriations
Bill that Congress passed. I thought you’d be interested in the following projects which were .
secured by McConnell. The list includes -- in parentheses -- the total amount of funding secured
to date for the pl‘O_]CCtS including FY *08 figures.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks!

® $116 million for the continued environmental cleanup activities at the Paducah
Gaseous Diffusion Plant. ($1.1 billion)

® $17.4 million for the continued construction of the DUF6 facility in Paducah.
(8201.27 million) The facility will convert 39,000 canisters of depleted uranium
hexafluoride into a more stable compound. Construction of the facility is scheduled to be
completed this year and operations are slated to begin next year.

¢  Full funding for the mobile health unit that screens current and former workers at
the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant for the early signs of lung cancer. ($15.5
million) This funding will be used for continued operation of a mobile health unit that
screens current and former workers at the plant for the early signs of lung cancer. The
mobile health unit travels between the three gaseous dlffusmn plants in Paducah,
Portsmouth, Ohio and Oak Ridge, Tenn.

®  $4 million for the Paducah Waterfront Development Project. ($9.3 million) This
funding will be used to transform the Paducah riverfront into a community gathering
place.



$2 million for the Paducah Area Transit System (PATS.) ($6.4 million) With these
resources, additional vehicles and other equipment can now be purchased to help meet the
needs of customers of PATS.

$52 million for the Kentucky Lock addition project. (8251.9 million) This funding
will be used to double the lock’s size to handle the increased tonnage of today’s larger
barge traffic. :

$104 million for the Olmsted Locks and Dam Project. (3521 million) This funding
will be used for the continued construction of a new facility that will replace locks 52 and
53 on the Ohio River. Once complete, this facility will be the largest locking facility in
Kentucky in terms of tonnage.

$8.1 million for management and operation of the Land Between the Lakes in
western Kentucky. ($94.6 million) “I, along with many Kentuckians and visitors to our
state, recognize the attraction to the LBL,” said Senator McConnell. “I am pleased to
have once again secured funding for the continued operation of this popular tourist spot.”

' $500,000 for land acquisition at the Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge.
(813.95 million) “The Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge, which will use the money
to expand and improve its land, serves as a safe haven for the bald eagle and peregrine
falcon,” said Senator McConnell.

$2 million for the Murray-Calloway County Industrial Park Development Project
These funds will be used to help develop a new industrial park, which will help create
employment opportunities for the citizens of Murray and Calloway County.

$117,500 for the City of Murray Police Department to upgrade its communications
system. “Law enforcement agencies rely upon modern technology for everything from
enforcing traffic laws to investigating crimes. Unfortunately, not all local agencies can
afford the expensive technologies that will help officers communicate with each other and
better respond to emergencies,” Senator McConnell said. “This funding will help the
Murray Police Department purchase a Computer Aided Dispatch System to improve its
ability to alert officers of emergencies and to improve response times, thereby enhancing
the safety of all in Murray.”

$564,000 for the Henderson County Sheriff’s Department for equipment upgrades.
“These funds will enable the Henderson County Sheriff’s Department to upgrade the
equipment used by its deputies to help provide emergency response services to the
citizens of Henderson County,” McConnell said.
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For Immediate Release
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

Contacts:
Robert Steurer 202-224-8288
Courtney Norris 202-224-8285

Senator McConnell Delivers for Kentucky

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell announced Wednesday
that he was successful in defending Kentucky priorities in the FY 08 Omnibus Appropriations
Bill. The bill was approved by Congress and is now on its way to the president for his signature.

This year, as a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, Senator McConnell
worked hard to secure critical funding for several major programs and key sectors of the
Kentucky economy, including funding for our universities, defense and military interests,
agricultural and environmental initiatives, and economic development.

The bill contains funding — secured by McConnell — for medical, agricultural and environmental
research at Kentucky’s universities; environmental cleanup at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion
Plant; chemical weapons disposal at the Blue Grass Army Depot in Richmond; marijuana
eradication in the Daniel Boone National Forest; infrastructure improvements at our state’s locks
and dams and recreational facilities; and various statewide crime prevention and transportations
priorities. :

“This was a tough year in the appropriations process, but after a long fight, Kentucky came out a
winner,” McConnell said. “Whether it’s for education, defense or agriculture, I will continue to
use my seniority in the United States 'Senate to help bring home funding on behalf of the hard
working people of Kentucky.”

For years, Senator McConnell -- on behalf of the people of Kentucky — has fought to secure
important resources to ensure our commonwealth remains in the forefront in health care, crime
prevention, economic development and most importantly, our universities. For example:

® Health Care - over $12 million for health care initiatives at Kentucky’s flagship
universities that focus on innovative research to fight deadly diseases and health care
programs that reach underserved populations.



Crime Prevention and Justice - $7 million for projects in the commonwealth to equip
small-town law enforcement officers to better serve our communities, to eradicate
marijuana and to promote internet security.

Environment/Conservation - over $191 million to continue to rid our communities of
hazardous materials and to protect our vital land and water resources.

Economic Development - over $210 million for economic development projects that
allow commerce to flow into Kentucky — whether it is along our rivers via locks and
dams projects, or improving community infrastructure to attract businesses and industries.

University/Education — over $36 million for research and development projects and
facilities at UofL, UK, WKU and NKU, and includes additional construction funds for
Kentucky’s two ARS federal research labs.

it



"Liptak, Andrea (McConnelf)" To <michasl_johnson@fws.gov>
<Andrea_Liptak@McConnaell. :
senate.gov> ce
05/23/2008 03:31 PM bee

Subject RE: clarks river nwr visitor contact station

Perfect. Thank you and have a good weekend.
—Andrea

————— Original Message-----

From: michael johnson@fws.gov [mailto:michael_ johnson@fws.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 23, 2008 4:12 PM :

To: Liptak, Andrea (McConnell)

Subject: clarks river nwr visitor contact station

Andrea,

After talking with our engineers, a breakdown of costs across funding
years

would be appropriate as follows;

FY09 1.5 million =-planning/design/initial site preparation
FY10 4.4 million- construction phase

I hope this is what you needed, if not, don't hesitate to let me know.
thanks,

Michael



"Carlson, Kelsey To ™michael_johnson@fws.gov” <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
{McConnell)*

<Kelsey_Carison@mcconnell .
.sengte.gov> bce
02/13/2009 02:00 PM Subject Trip to Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Johnson,

Thank you for contacting Senator McConnell's office regarding your plans to visit Washington,
DC. | am pleased to have the opportunity to be of assistance as you finalize the details of your
trip. - '

You are scheduled for a staff led Capitol tour on Tuesday, February 24" at 9:30 AM. Please
come to Senator McConnell's personal office, 361A Russell Senate Office Building to begin
your Capitol tour. The Russell building is located on Constitution Avenue between Delaware
Avenue and First Street NE across from the Capitol Building.

In addition, | have submitted your request to the White House. if we are able to locate tickets to
the White House, | will need security information for all members in the group. Please complete
the attached excel sheet with each persons full name, birthday, and social security number. If a
person was not born here in the states/ is not a US citizen, | will need their passport number
and country of citizenship in place of their social security number.

If you have further questions, please contact me at (202) 224-2541. | hope your visit to our
nation’s capitol is a memorable one and you enjoy the great history and numerous activities the
city has to offer. I1ook forward to meeting you alll

Kelsey Carlson

Office of Senator Mitch McConnell
361A Russell Senate Building

p: (202) 224-2541

f: (202) 224-2499

_
£

S5

WhiteHouseSECURITYINFQ.xis



Jeffr To Ricky Ingram/R4/FWS/DOI

Fi 4/FWS/D
°m'"°'R ool cc Jon Andrew/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS, Kristi
04/30/2008 01:41 PM Watkins/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS, Michael
Johnson/R4/FWS/DOI, richard huffines/R4/FWS/DOI, Steve

Subject Re: Fw: Senator McConnell visit[)

Indeed, let us know if you need anything. Would be grateful for a check in with Kristi to give hera heads
up on how it went, issues raised and the like. Thanks much.
jeff

Jeff Fleming

Asst. Reg. Director for External Affairs

Southeast Region, U.S..Fish and Wildlife Service
1875 Century Boulevard, NE

Suite 410

Atlanta, Ga. 30345

404-679-7287 voice
404-679-7286 fax

Ricky Ingram/R4/FWS/DOI

Ricky Ingram/R4/FWS/DOI |
04/30/2009 02:25 PM To Jeffrey M Fleming/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS, Kristl
Watkins/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
cc Michael Johnson/R4/FWS/DOI, richard
huffines/R4/FWS/DOI, Jon Andrew/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS,
Steve Reagan/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
Subject Fw: Senator McConnell visit

" Michael,
I'm copying Jeff and Kristi above on the likely visit of Senator McConnell. | know you deal with the

Senator's staff regularly and recently saw the Senator in DC so | am very comfortable with you handling
the event. Let us know if you do need any assistance on any of the details.

Ricky

—— Forwarded by Ricky Ingram/R4/FWS/DOI on 04/30/2009.02:21 PM -——
Michael 7
Johnson/R4/FWS/DOI To Ricky Ingram/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS
04/30/2009 02:00 PM , cc

Subject Senator McConnell visit

Ricky,



It looks like Senator McConnell will be stopping by for a visit on May 28th. It will be for about 30 minutes.
It is most likely they will publicize the money we received for land acquisition during the visit. If you, Rick
or any one else would like to attend, let me know and ! will put you on the list.

Do any other notifications of his visit need to be made?

thanks,

Michael



"Tharp, Sue (McConnell)* To "michael_johnson@fws.gov" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Sue_Tharp@mcconnell.sen
ate.gov>
06/26/2009 08:16 AM bee A :
Subject FW: McConnell Secures Funding for Kentucky

'l%’ This message has been forwarded.

From: Steurer, Robert (McConnell)

Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 3:23 PM '

To: Adcock, Chris (McConnell Intern); Badger, Charles (McConnell Intern); Cash, Caroline (McConnell
Intern); Lindsey, Mary Kate (McConnell Intern); Noem, Shane (McConnell Intem); Price, Jacob (McConnell
Intern); Smith, Lee (McConnell); Bean, Lucy (McConnell); Bird, Ally (McConnell); Carlson, Kelsey
(McConnell); Mosher, Nan (McConneli); Eubanks, Rochelle (McConnell); Smith, Lee (McConnell); Sulfab,
Moon (McConnell); Piper, Billy (McConnell); Karem Jr., Fred G. (McConnell); Liptak, Andrea (McConnell);
Browneli, Reb (McConnell); Raab, Scott (McConnell); Thompson, Allison (McConnell); Burton, Travis
(McConnell); Clayton, Kendra (McConnell); Barbic, Kelli (McConnell); Hower, Erin (McConnell); King, Eric
(McConnell); Mueller, Jenny (McConnell); Secaur, Robert (McConnell); Thornberry, Michael (McConnell);
Jones, Justin (McConnell); Norris, Courtney (McConnell); Steurer, Robert (McConnell); Crosby, LeAnn
(McConnell); Potter, Sandra (McConnell); Howard, Adam (McConnell); Kraft, Kim (McConnell); Atkins,
Kevin (McConnell); Stephan, Claire (McConnell); McClure, Donna (McConnell); Brotzge, Matthew
(McConnell); Cox, Larry (McConnell); Evancho, Corey (McConnell); Flowers, Audrey (McConnell); Foster,
Patrick (McConnell); InternL (McConnell); Lawrence, Amanda (McConnell); McGrath, Kelli (McConnell);
Morgan, Peggy (McConnell); Smith, Jacqueline (McConnell); Tharp, Sue (McConnell); Wiles, Martie
(McConnell)

Cc: Ball, Rachel (McConnell); Stewart, Don (McConnell); Morris, Jennifer (McConnell)

Subject: McConnell Secures Funding for Kentucky

RENTUCRY

/" MITCH McCONNELL

BN SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER
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For Immediate Release, Thursday, June 25, 2008

Contacts:

Don Stewart 202-224-2979, Robert Steurer 202-224-8288,
Jennifer Morris 202-224-6871, Courtney Nortis 202-224-8285

McConnell Secures Funding for Critical Infrastructure,
Environmental and Law Enforcement Projects in Kentucky

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell announced
Thutsday that he secured nearly $18 million in funding in two bills containing critical suppott



for several Kentucky projects. The measutes, apptoved by a key Senate committee today,
will go to the Senate floor for consideration.

“In my travels across the Bluegrass State, I know how important out natural resoutces ate to

.Kentuckians,” McConnell said. “Being a leader on the Senate Appropriations Committee
enables me to fight for ctucial funding to ensure that Kentucky families have clean and
reliable water and our environmental treasures are protected for future generations. This
funding will also enable law enforcement officers to acquire high-tech equipment to help
them provide safety and response services to communities across Kentucky.”

McConnell secured $14.7 million for the following projects in the FY 2010 Interior
Appropriations bill:

¢ $8.2 million for Land Between the Lakes

“Located between Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley in western Kentucky IBLisa
national recreation area under the management of the U.S. Forest Service and hosts
an average of two million visitots each yeat. These funds will allow the Forest Service
to efficiently operate LBL, thereby, reducing costs and improving service. Today,
LBL remains the cornerstone of the region's $600 million toutism industry,”
McConnell said.

e $750,000 for the Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge

“The Clatks River National Wildlife Refuge protects neatly 20,000 acres of
bottomland hardwoods and associated wetlands in western Kentucky, and is the state’
s only national wildlife refuge. These.additional funds are needed to continue land
acquisition activities to better preserve and protect the refuge,” McConnell said.

e . $1.15 million for Fern Lake acquisition

“Additional funds are needed to complete acquisition activities by the Cumberland
Gap National Historical Park of Femn Lake, located southeast of Middlesboro,
Kentucky. The purchase of Fern Lake and the surrounding watershed will preserve
this natural resource and primary water soutce for the people of Middlesboro, for
generations,” McConnell said.

e $900,000 for land acquisition in the Daniel Boone National Forest

“The Daniel Boone National Forest is one of the most fragmented forests in the
national forest system. Continued acquisition of land in the forest from willing sellers
will help the U.S. Forest Service manage the land more effectively, ensuring the
protection of endangered species habitat, as well as improved access and recreational
opportunities for visitors,” McConnell said. :

e $900,000 for the Daniel Boone National Forest Counterdrug Operations
“Illegal matijuana cultivation has long been a problem at the Daniel Boone National
Forest, and eradication continues to demand increasing resources. These funds will
help the U.S. Forest Service natcotics investigative unit to continue to address the
problem of drug trafficking in the forest,” McConnell said.

¢ $1million for the Kentucky Forest Legacy Project/Putnam Knob



Acquisition '
“This project will protect 3,100 fotested contiguous acres in Marion County,
Kentucky, providing public land in an atea targeted in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s 10 year strategic plan for nature-related recreation, which can have a
significant economic impact on Kentucky,” McConnell said.
e $840,000 for a City of Vine Grove sewer improvement project
“The City of Vine Grove will nearly double in size due to the transfer of families to
near-by Fort Knox as part of BRAC telocation directives. Vine Grove is in need of
immediate assistance to construct sewer line additions to accommodate the city’s
rapid expansion in support of the Fort Knox community,” McConnell said.
* $620,000 for a Fleming County sewer expansion project
“Communities in Fleming County cutrently lack a public sanitary sewer system and
funds are needed to expand sewer collection from the City of Flemingsburg
wastewater treatment facility to these communities. This project will help mitigate

- further pollution of waterways and allow for economic growth in this rural county,”
McConnell said.

*  $340,000 for a City of Burgin water improvement project -
“These funds are needed to upgrade and extend the city's water distribution system in
order to ensure that the people of Burgin have safe, reliable drinking water that meets
Kentucky Division of Water and Safe Drinking Water Act standards,” McConnell
said.
McConnell secured $2.85 million for the following projects in the FY 2010 Commerce,
- Justice, and Science Appropriations bill:

e  $2 million for the UofL Diagnosing and Mitigating Human Exposute to
Radiation project '

The University of Louisville plans to conduct cutting-edge diagnostic tesearch in
conjunction with the Johnson Space Center to detect and alleviate human radiation
exposure. UofL will work to develop a diagnostic system to identify when individuals
have been exposed to enough radiation to cause cellular damage. This system can be
applied to detect and mitigate the damage of comptomised health of astronauts in
space, opetators at nuclear facilities, and enable first responders to indentify exposure
in the event of a radiological attack.

e $160,000 for the Grayson County Sheriff’s Department

“The Grayson County Sheriff’s deputies ate in need of mobile data terminals and
hand-held portable radios to communicate effectively across the county. These funds
will support these local law enforcement officers with mote cutrent technology which
will help them better protect the people of Grayson County,” said McConnell.

*  $340,000 for the Boone County Sheriff’s Department
“The Boone County Sheriff’s deputies strive to provide fitst-rate response services to



their residents, but their efforts are comptomised by a lack of modern equipment,
specifically dashboard cameras for patrol vehicles. This request will fund new
technology, allowing the deputies to continue to safely serve the people of Boone
County,” said McConnell.

e $100,000 for the Calloway County Sheriff’s Department

“The Calloway County Sheriff’s deputies are in need of upgraded equipment to safely
and efficiently carry out their duties. Specifically, deputies are in need of investigative
equipment, dispatch technology, and petsonal patrol safety gear, which will help keep
them safe while on the job,” said McConnell.

e  $50,000 for the Todd County Shetiffs Department

“The Todd County Sheriff’s deputies currently do not have the technology or
equipment to communicate effectively actoss the county. Funds are needed for the
SherifPs office to purchase up-to-date, reliable computer and digital radio equipment
to help deputies provide more efficient setvices in Todd County,” said McConnell.

e $200,000 for the UK Firefighter Gear Safety Reseatch project

“The University of Kentucky will reseatch the petformance of firefighter turnout gear

to reduce safety tisks and potential health risks of first responders by evaluating how
- the protective levels deteriorate over time — ensuring that firefighters and emergency

workers ate wearing the safest gear available,” said McConnell.

The Intetior and the CJS Appropriations bills now go to the full Senate for consideration.

HEH#



*Cox, Larry (McConnell)" To . "michael_johnson@fws.gov™" <michael_jchnson@fws.gov>
<Larry_Cox@mcconnell.sena
te.gov> - ce
02/22/2010 02:44 PM bee
Subject RE: the passing of Sam Hamilton

~ History: & This message has been replied to.

Michael, 4

Thanks for thinking of the Senator and me. Sam was a very special person. | am still amazed that he
was tapped to head the USF&WS. It was too good to be true and now it is so sad that we lost him. | read
the story in the Louisville paper this morning. If you can get an address and the name of his wife, the
Senator and | would both like to send notes. We will never forget his advocacy for the Clarks River NWR.
Larry '

. From: michael_johnson@fws.gov [mallto:michael_johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2010 3:26 PM
To: Cox, Larry (McConnell) -
Subject: the passing of Sam Hamilton

Larry,

You may have already heard but I wanted to make sure you and the Senator were aware of Sam's
passing. :

Michael

It is with a heavy heart that I inform you of the loss of Sam Hamilton. He died of a sudden
heart attack today while skiing in Keystone, Colorado. Dan Ashe, Tom Melius, and Cindy

. Dohner accompanied him to Keystone after the Regional Directorate retreat ended Friday
in Denver.

Throughout his 30 year career in the Service, Sam was always so proud to be a part of the
Service, and always said how humbled and honored he felt to be asked to lead our agency.
He was inspired by the men and women of the Service who dedicate their lives to protecting
fish and wildlife and habitats, always believing that working together, and with our
partners, we could accomplish so much.

We will miss him. Our hearts and prayers go out to his family,

Rowan Gould

Deputy Director



Washington, DC

Sam's family has provided us the following information -

Tuesday 2/23/i0 - Visitation at Tom Wages Funeral Home from 2:00pm-4:00pm and again from
6:00pm-8:00pm (est).

Tom Wages Funeral Home: 120 Scenic Highway, Lawrenceville, GA 30045 Phone - (770)
963-2411 '

Wednesday 2/24/10 - Funeral Service: at Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church at -
11:00am est

Church address: 395 West Crogan Street, Lawrenceville, GA 30045 Phone - (770)
963-0386

Thursday 2/25/10 - Family and friends travel day to Starkville, MS

Friday 2/26/10 - Memorial Service at the Chapel of Memories on the Mississippi State Campus
@ 11:00 (central), Starkville, MS:

Chapel of Memories: 135 Walker Rd. Mississippi State, MS 39762 -

Friday 2/26/10 - Burial Oktibbeha Memorial Gardens, Starkville MS:

Donations in lieu of flowers can be sent to:

Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church (the Gibson Wing) at

395 West Crogan Street, Lawrenceville, GA 30045 ,

Phone - (770) 963-0386

In addition, the family also suggests donations to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

Donations can be made - either by check or online - please note that it is being made in Sam's
name.

Donations online go to www.NFWF.org.
Checks should be sent to:
NFWF

1133 15th St., NW, Suite 1100



Checks should be sent to:

NFWF
1133 15th Street NW. Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005

The funds will be held in a single account until NFWF has worked with the family on how they
should be used



“Wiles, Martie (McCannell)* To "michael_johnson@fws.gov" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Martie_Wiles@mcconnell.se ot

nate.gov>

10/01/2012 09:55 AM bee

Subject

Michael, please feel free at anytime to discuss the future of the refuge with Elizabeth Ladt. She can be

contacted at Elizabeth _Ladt@McConnell.Senate.gov and she can be reached at 202-224-2541



“Ladt, Elizabeth (McConnell)" To ™michael_johnson@fws.gov" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Elizabeth_Ladt@mcconnell. H ¢ ' o

senate.gov> cc l\é!,;'a‘):sor;V| Philip (@!\;1cCt)nnelll)l"s oo
<Philip_Maxs cconnell.senate.go
10/25/2012 02:52 PM - oo | p-exson@m g
Subject RE: Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge Land Expansion
» Proposal
History: ® This message has been forwarded.

Michael,

Great speaking with you. As promised, | wanted to connect you with Phil Maxson, who will be handling
this portfolio going forward. | can’t seem to locate the documents we discussed. Is it possible for you to
send them on to Phil? Thanks so much and | wish you the best,

Warm. Regards,
Elizabeth

From: michael johnson@fws.gov [mailto:michael johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 1:28 PM

To: Ladt, Elizabeth (McConnell)
Subject: Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge Land Expansion Proposal

Elizabeth,

Marti Wiles asked if I would provide you an update on the proposed Land Expansion Proposal at
Clarks River NWR. When you have an opportunity I can be reached at 270-703-2964.

thanks,

Michael Johnson,
Refuge Manager, Clarks River NWR
Benton, KY



"Maxson, Philip (McConnell)" To “michael_johnson@fws.gov" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>
<Philip_Maxson@mcconnell, .
senate.gov>
11/13/2012 04:30 PM bee .
Subject RE: Clarks River National Wildiife Refuge Land Expansion
Proposal

Hi Michael, | drafted the language below to send to Director Ashe. Does it look okay to you? If so, | will
put it in final and will send it off. Many thanks. — Phil

November 13, 2012

Director Dan Ashe

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Director Ashe:

I write on behalf of my constituents at the Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge (CRNWR),
Kentucky’s only national wildlife refuge. Iam told that CRNWR has submitted a proposal to
expand the refuge, which is being reviewed by your office.

It is my understanding that approval of the proposal would improve public access to the refuge,
expand its upland habitat, protect its current forested wetlands and enhance its water quality.
am told that the proposal would not only benefit wildlife conservation, but also expand public
recreational opportunities for people throughout the Commonwealth and the region, including
hunting, photography and wildlife observation. .

As our nation continues on a path of unsustainable debt, it is more important than ever that we in
Congress, and you in the Administration, work to ensure that every tax dollar is spent wisely. It
is with that in mind that I draw your attention to this proposal which I believe merits your full
and fair review.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

MITCH McCONNELL
UNITED STATES SENATOR

From: michael_johnson@fws.gov [malito:michael_johnson@fws.gov]



Sent: Tuesday, October 30, 2012 11:50 AM

To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)

Subject: Fw: Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge Land Expansion Proposal
Phil,

The link below has all of the draft documents regarding the planning process and proposal
requested by Elizabeth. Once you have had a chance to review, feel free to give me a call at your
convenience. Our office number is 270-527-5770 but it is probably best to try me on my cell
phone a

thanks,

Michael

http://www.fws.gov/southeast/planning/CCP/ClarksRiverDraftsinglePgDoc.html

---~- Forwarded by Michael Johnson/R4/FWS/DOI on 10/30/2012 10:39 AM —--
""Ladt, Elizabeth (McConnell)"

< To"michael_johnson@fws.gov'" <
Elizabeth Ladt@mecconnell.se ichael_joh 2OV
nate.gov> .
cc"Maxson, Philip (McConnell)" <
10/25/2012 02:52 PM ili nell.senate.gov>
. SubjecRE: Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge
tLand Expansion Proposal

Michael,

Great speaking with you. As promised, | wanted to connect you with Phil Maxson, who will be
handling this portfolio going forward. | can’t seem to locate the documents we discussed. ls it
possible for you to send them on to Phil? Thanks so much and | wish you the best.

Warm Regards,

Elizabeth

From: michael johnson@fws.gov [mailto:michael johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, October 01, 2012 1:28 PM

To: Ladt, Elizabeth (McConnell)

Subject: Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge Land Expansion Proposal

* Elizabeth,



Marti Wiles asked if I would provide you an update on the proposed Land
Expansion Proposal at Clarks River NWR. When you have an opportunity I can be

thanks,

Michael Johnson,
Refuge Manager, Clarks River NWR
Benton, KY



Fish and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

DNESFAN O

Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> Thu, Dec 13, 2012 at 5:28 PM
To: "michasl_johnson@fws.goVv' <michael_johnson@fws.gov>

Hi Michael,

I hope you are doing well. | just wanted to share the letter that Senator McConnell recently received from the
Fish and Wildlife Senice in response to his letter of support for the Clarks River expansion.

Please let me know if you hear of any developments or if we can be of further assistance.

Happy Holidays!

Phil Maxson :

Legislative Assistant & Diractor of Projects
Office of U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell
(202) 224-5965

[Untl.tled].pdf
@ 371K

Johnson, Michas! <michael_joi1nson@Ms.gov> Fri, Dec 14, 2012 at 2:07 PM
To: "Maxson, Philip (McConnell)" <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.govw>

Thanks Phil. We appreciate the Senator's support. The review of the project was postponed until next month. We
will let you know of the decision once it has been decided.

Michasl
[Quoted text hidden]

Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> Fr, Dec 14, 2012 at 2:21 PM
To: "Johnson, Michael" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>

We are happy to help, Michael. | hope the review is favorable and please do keep me informed.
Thanks,
Phil

Frone Johnson, Michael [mailto:michael_johnson@fws.gov]

B



i

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 3:08 PM
To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)
Subject: Re: Fish and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

[Quoted text hidden]

Johnson, Michael <michael_johnson@fws.gov> | Wed, Jan 16, 2013 at 3:15 PM
To: "Maxson, Philip (McConnell)’ <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell. senate gov>
Phil,

linformed Marti and she was to pass it along to you on her next report but | ran across your previous email today
and thought | would let you know that the boundary expansion proposal that we worked on now for over 4 years
was approved last week by our Director. Just wanted to pass along our thanks for the continued support of this
project by the Senator and his stafi.

Michael
[Quoted text hidden]

Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> Wed, Jan 16, 2013 at 6:22 PM
To: "Johnson, Michael" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>

Michael, thanks so much for letting me know about this terrific news. | am very happy to hear thisand |
will certainly let Senator McConnell know. I'm glad we were able to help. '

Please let us know if we can ever be of assistance, that is what we are here for. Congratulations again and
please continue to keep me updated on the expansion.

Best,
Phil

From: Johnson, Michael [mailto:michael_johnson@fws.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, January 16, 2013 4:16 PM

To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)

Subject: Re: Fish and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

Phil,

| informed Marti and she was to pass it along to you on her next report but | ran across your previous email today
and thought | would let you know that the boundary expansion proposal that we worked on now for over 4 years
was approved last week by our Director, Just wanted to pass along our thanks for the continued support of this
project by the Senator and his staff.



Michael

On Fri, Dec 14, 2012 at 2:21 PM, Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> wrote:

We are happy to help, Michael. | hope the review is favorable and please do keep me informed.
Thanks,
Phil

From: Johnson, Michael [mallto:michael_johnson@fws.gov]

Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 3:08 PM

To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)

Subject: Re: Fish and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

Thanks Phil. We appreciate the Senator's support. The review of the project was postponed until next month. We
will let you know of the declsion once it has been decided. ’

Michael -
On Thu, Dec 13, 2012 at 5:28 PM, Maxson, Phiiip (McConneil) <Philip_Ma,xson@mcconnéll.senate.gov> wrote;
Hi Michael,

| hope you are doing well, ‘| just wanted to share the letter that Senator McConnell recently received from the
Fish and WIldilfe Senice in response to his letter of support for the Clarks River expansion.

Please let me know If you hear of any developments or if we can be of further assistance.
Happy Holidays!

Phil Maxson

Leglslative Assistant & Director of Projects

Office of U.S. Senator Mitch McConneil
(202) 224-5965

Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> Mon, Jan 28, 2013 at 11:29 AM
To: "Johnson, Michael" <michael_johnson@fws.gov>

Hi Mithael, | hope you are doing well. With the Director’s approval of the expansion, does that mean that
the project is ready to move ahead or is it still subject to funding? If it is easier to discuss over the phone,

e o e e e



feel free to give me a call at the number below.
Many thanks,

Phil
(202) 224-5965

From: Johnson, Michael [mailto:michael_johnson@fws.gov)

Sent: Wednesday, January 16, 2013 4:16 PM

To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)

Subject: Re: Fish and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

Phil,

linformed Marti and she was to pass it along to you on her next report but | ran across your previous email today
and thought | would let you know that the boundary expansion proposal that we worked on now for over 4 years
was approved last week by our Director. Just wanted to pass along our thanks for the continued support of this
project by the Senator and his staff,

Michael
On Fri, Dec 14, 2012 at 2:21 PM, Maxson, Philip (McConnell) <Philip_Maxsen@mcconnell.senate.gov> wroté:

We are happy to help, Michael. | hope the reviewis favorable and please do keep me informed.
Thanks,

Phil

From: Johnson, Michael [mailto:michael_johnson@fws.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 14, 2012 3:08 PM

To: Maxson, Philip (McConnell)

Subject: Re: Fish-and Wildlife response to McConnell support letter

Thanks Phil. We appreciate the Senator’s support. The review of the project was postponed until next month. We
will let you know of the decision once it has been decided.

e et vt e e



Michael
On Thu, Dec 13, 2012 at 5:28 PM, Maxson, Phiiip (McConnell) <Phiiip_Maxson@mcconnell.senate.gov> wrote:
Hi Michael, '

| hope you are doing well. | just wanted to share the letter that Senator McConnell recently received from the
Fish and Wildiife Senvice in response to his letter of support for the Clarks River expansion.

Please let me know if you hear of any developments or if we can be of further assistance.

Happy Holidays!

Phif Maxson

Legislative Assistant & Director of Projects
Office of U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell
(202) 224-5965



Dec 06 12 06:32p FWS Refuges #1 (404)679-4179 pA

o Y

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ?é y,

Division of Refuges and Wildlife

1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 420
Attanta, Georgia 30345

Date: - 12/6/2012

To: The Honorable Mitch McConnell

Fax: 202-224-2499

From;

Katina Delong, Program Operations Assistant Telephone: 404/879-7120
Southeast Region — Area 1 Fax: © 40418794179

Email: katina_delong@fws.gov

Number of pages to follow: _L

—

Note:  Response to your letter of November 13, 2012

12/06/2012 6:33PM (GMT-05:00)



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
1875 Century Boulevard
Atlanta, Georgia 30345
In Reply Refer To: . o
FWS/R4/RF/Area 17053213 DEC 4 202

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-1702

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your letter of November 13, 2012, and your continued support for the ongoing

conservation efforts being conducted by the U,S, Fish and Wildlife Service (Servics) in western A
Kentucky. Your support has been instrumental in both moving the expansion project forward in a timely
fashion and in the conservation success that has been achieved since the establishment of the Clarks River
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The management goal of Clarks River NWR is to provide habitat for a
diverse group of wildlife species found within the Clarks River and its floodplain while providing the
surrounding public opportunities to participate in appropriate wildlife-dependent recreation.

As noted in your letter, the Service is currently reviewing a proposal to expand the area of consideration
for which lands could be potentially purchased and included as a pari of the Clarks River NWR.
Significant public input and planning has been conducted over the past four years to develop the proposal
that would substantially increase management capabilities and public use opportnitics. In light of this,
we also recognize the budget constraints we as a nation and as an agency currently face and we are
proactively taking steps to increase our efficiencics and effectiveness to meet the conservation challenges
before us. Currently, the plan is being reviewed in our headquarters office. 1f approved, the plan will be
released and the process will be concluded.

We assure you and your constituents that all regional and national factors related to the proposal witl be
given full consideration in our evaluation, If you have any questions or need additional information,
please contact me at (404) 679-4000, or Michae) Johnson, Refuge Manager, at (270) 703-2964, Again,
thank you for your support for our conservation efforts at Clarks River NWR.

Sincerely yours,

reaCynthia K. Dohner
*"Regional Director







PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

As required by the Privacy Act of 1974, I authorize United States Representative Shelley
Moore Capito to obtain information from any federal government records regarding me in
connection with my claim or problem.

(Agency)

Date €/ 19/2012.

Signat

Name ~ Home Telephon

Work Telephon

Date of Birth Social Security Number
city_ CHARLESION]

State (/\J vV Zipgﬁ_;ﬁ/‘], County |{anja g A Claim Number (if applicable)

Please describe your problem and the current status of your claim.

To AX w FactHhs 'S Mawe, ow e W w I0

\

Atk e Wooluedon, [V vwone 1o

s SAMECC NG WY

SEeuED 1942~ 1945 S

BuE s A ] [WDO - CH A TUEATIEE, Wit U

**Please feel free to write on back if necessary**

Please return formto:  Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
Phone (304) 925-5964
Fax (304) 926-8912




United States Department of the Interior

NATTONAL PARK SERVICIC
National Capital Region
110 Ohio Drive, S.W,
Washington, D.C. 20242

JUL ¢ & 2012

INIE Y KR oy

Honorable Shelley Moore Capito

Member, United States House of Representatives
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102

Martinsburg, Vest Virginia 25401

Dear Ms, Capito:

Thank you lor your letter of Junc 26, 2012, coneerring your constituent, Mr wanting to
add his father’s name to the World War Il Merorial. Your letrer has been forwarded io e for a personal
response.

As designed. the memory of America's World War H generation is preserved within the physical
memorial and through the World War I[ Registry of Reinembrances. This Registry is an individual listing
of Americans who contributed to the war effort. Any U.S. citizen who helped win the war, whether a
veteran or someone on the home front, is eligible for the Registry. Mames in the Registry will be forever
linked to the raemorial's bronze and granite representations of their sacrifice and achievement.

The Registry combines four distinct databases that can be scarclicd for names ol those who provided
service. The Registry includes the names of Amcericans who are:

(1) Buried in American Battle Monuments Coinmission (ABMC} overseas military cemeteries:
(2) Memorialized on ABMC Tablcts of the Missing;

(3) Listed on official War and Navy Departiment Kilied in Service rosters now held by the
National Archives and Records Admimstration: or

(4) Honored by public enrotlment in the Registry of Remembrances.

A nane and photo can be added 10 the Registry of Remembrances by going to the following web site:
www, wwiimemorial.com and clicking on the Regisiry button. or by completing the enclosed forms and
returning them to the World War [1 Memorial Processing Center. We hope that this informatio:n is helpful

1o your constituent.

Sincekaly

Regio irector, National Capital Ragion

Enclosures



THE WORLD WAR II REGISTRY OF REMEMBRANCES

ramaaatl|  Anyone who helped win the war, cither a veteran or an American on the home front, is
NSOV cligible for the Registry of Remembrances. You may enter your own name, or the name of
\g‘ \/ \ someone you wish to honor for their service during the war. The Registry of

MFMORIAL Remembrances will be accessible on site at the National World War I Memorial in
Washington, D.C. You miay register a name via the internet or by mail. Registration is free.
HOW TO ENTER A NAME IN THE REGISTRY VIA THE WWII MEMORIAL WEBSITE
1. Go to www.wwiimemorial.com. Click on the “WWII Registry” button ac lefr.
2. Follow the online instructions to enter the name you wish to honor.
3. Please include all information that applies, if available. Some fields are required information.
4. You will be given the opportunity o cnter more than one name if you wish.

You will reccive an e-mail confirming registration of the name you enter. When the name is available for
viewing on the website (please allow two to three wecks), you will receive a second e-mail telling you how o
add a photograph to the Registry record of the name you entered.

HOW TO ENTER A NAME IN THE REGISTRY BY MAIL
I. Complete the form below. Please note required fields (marked by ).
2. Mail this page 10: WWII Memorial Processing Center
PO. Box 186 :
Calverton, NY 11933-0186

3. If you wish to add more than one name, please copy chis form and complete it for each honoree.

4 B¢ A 7 ¢ REGISTRY OF REMEMBRANCES 7 7 A 7% &

Title/Rank:

*Honoree Name:

*Honoree Status: (check one) 1 World War 11 Veteran O Civilian on the Home Frone O Killed in World War 11

*Hometown: *State:

Branch of Service: (check one) 2 Air Force 1 Army O Marine Corps
i) Navy 3 Coast Guard O Merchant Marine

Honoree's Wartime Activicy:
ty

Your relatiouship to Honoree

*Your Name

*Your Address
*City *State __ *Zip Code

There is no fee to add a nrame 1o the Registry. There is a fee, however, to add a photo or receive a certificate.
See other side to add a photograph to the record of the person you are honoring or to
purchase a certificate listing the name of the person you are honoring.

Questions? Please call the World War 11 Memorial Processing Center at 1-800-639-4992.




How to Add a Photograph to The World War II Memorial Registry of Remembrances

When you enter a name in the Registry of Remembrances, you may include a photograph as parr of the entry.
[here is a processing fee of $10 per photo. Please complete the form below to submir a photo by mail.

Note: It you are entering a natme in the Regisery via the World War 1T Memaorial websire, you will receive e-mail
instructions for adding a photo via the website.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAILING A PHOTOGRAPH

1. You may add one photograph per honoree. You may submit a photo from che WWII era or a more recent
phora. Black-and-white or color is acceprable.

2. Porcrait formar (vercical) is recommended. Landscape format (horizontal) is acceptable, buc the image may
appear smaller on-screen.

3. Have a print copy of the original photo made. Please do not send original photos, only coples. We cannot return
prints, CDs or diskettes.

4. Complete the form below and mail ic wich the print copy to:
WWIT Memorial Photo Processing Center
IPO. Box 186
Calverran, NY 11933

Be sure to include a check made payable to “WWII Memorial” for $10 for each photo you are adding, or credic

card information as appropriate.

How to Purchase a Certificate from The World War II Memorial Registry of Remembrances

When you cnter a name in the Registry of Remembrances, you may purchase an official
Registry Certificate, suitable for framing, that lists the name of the person you have entered.

There is a processing fee of $5 per Certificate ordered. Please complete the form below and

return with your payment. |

He e i NATTIRNEN 7 A

Photo Processing Center * P.O. Box 186 * Calverton, NY 11933

[] YES, I'm sending a copy of a photograph to include with the name I've entered in the Registry of
Remembrances. 1 am enclosing a processing fee of $10.

] YES, [ would like to receive an official Registry of Remembrances Certificate listing the name of the per-
son 1 am honoring. [ am enclosing a processing fee of $5 for each Certificate ordered.

Total amount due: § . Please make check payable to: World War II Memeorial
i Charge my credit card: O MasterCard LI VISA 13 American Express
| Card Number Exp. Date
Signature

Please mail my Certificate to (if other than address shown on back):

Mr./Mts./Family of:

Address

Cicy/State/ Zip




SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

1431 LoneworT H.O.B.
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-4802

2np DisTrRICT, WEST VIRGINIA z2oz-225-2711

CoMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHARLESTON, W.V. 25304

Uongress of the United States 015 MacConmse Ave
o :

Raxxing MEMBER,
ool ChRa s Hmme of Representutites 304.925-5964
Communiry OppoRTUNITY -
- 300 Fo! .
CommiTree oN TRANSPORTATION Mtx@m’ @‘@o ZH515-48HZ s xenorT Ave
AND INFRASTRUCTURE viTe 102
MARTINSBURG, W.V. 25401

February 26, 2009 304.264-8810

WWW. HOUSE.GOV/CAPITO

Ms. Elaine Hackett
Congressional Liaison

National Park Service

U.S. Department Of The Interior
1849 C Street, NW, Room 7256
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Hackett:

I am again writing on behalf of my constituent, M”SS“
- who has asked me for assistance. Attached you wi a copy of the correspondence
received as well as the Privacy Act Release form on record. My office is in the process of
obtaining a new Privacy Act Release form and will forward upon receipt.

Any information or assistance you can provide on this matter would be deeply
appreciated. The address for my District Office is 4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE Charleston, West
Virginia 25304. You can also contact me by phone at 304-925-5964 or by fax at 304-926-8912.
I appreciate your assistance and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,
Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress
SMC:KV
Enclosure

cc: U.S. Department of Labor
Office of Personnel Management

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Page 1 of 1

9, 2009 4:29 PM

ADDR3:
CITY: Martinsburg
STATE: West Virginia
ZIP: 25401

PHONE:
EMAIL:
msg;
Dear Ms. Capito,

In September 2005, I left my job with the Federal Government, National Park Service, due to a phyical

'disab'ilimecause I could no longer due my job as a
ich entailed carring heavy weights on my back plus had no one to assist me with the
job. Upon my announcement of my leaving due to my disability, no one within the Park Service

contacted me or talked to me about my reasons for leaving or counseled me about my rights as a federal
employee. So I left after 22 years of service.

My question: Since I was leaving my job due to a phyical disability, should someone have contacted me
within the Government (OPM or others) and advised me of my rights concerning my disability and my
reasons for leaving...?

Who can I contact now to discuss what my rights were and if someone should have talked with me about
my reason for leaving,

Thank You,

mhtml:http://wv02:800/iq/staging/2242009 3151 4PM MSG4121157%20PM2920091211...  2/24/2009




It

PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

As required by the Privacy Act of 1974, T authorize United States Representative Shelley
Moore (?apltq to obte‘ijri _rlﬁf&m%t}gixg{org | any fe.deral government records regarding me in
connection with my e m- DisAeiuTy claim or problem.

[

Date 5/31/2007

e Telepho

Work Telepho
Social Security Numbe
City_Mav€ @@y

state (N Zip25%0| County PEX_.  Claim Number (if applicable) — ——

Please describe your problem and the current status of your claim.

Prerse <ece ATrhcuted DocuMenNTS .

;7,17754/%( Voo

/ ,**"I"lease feel free to write on back if necessary**

Pleaéé return form to:  Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
Phone (304) 925-5964
Fax (304) 926-8912




Dear Ms. Capito:

The following is a copy of the certified letter I sent to Mr. Charles
Richardson, Chief of Human Resources Division through Ms. Dottie
Marshall, Assistant Regional Director of Administration for the National
Capital Region on May 17, 2007 which was received May 21, 2007, in effort
to attempt to recover my medical records and answers regarding my request
for disability assistance along with all the actions taken. At no time was 1
ever contacted by OPM or anyone else regarding my request and I believe 1
was not properly handled or advised with dealing with my request, nor was I
with regards to my termination with the National Park Service, due to my
physical disabilities. I have since discussed my situation with other National
Park Service Administration Officials and they have commented to me that
they believe that I was never properly advised as to my Rights or my leaving
the Park Service and that something went terrible wrong with my request.
That I should have been contacted by OPM and should have been notified
and evaluated by an appointed OPM doctor shortly after my request was
made. Some have commented ‘confidentially’ that they believe my file may
have been lost or never properly processed and that some of the folks at
National Capital are just ‘poor’ at their jobs. So, I am attempting to attain
information as to why I was never properly dealt with or officially contacted
by OPM or medically evaluated.

I served with the National Park Service for 23 years, nineteen years with the




” But the foremost reason for my
leaving was because I was partnered with another NPS employee with whom
I had worked with since the start of my career in 1984, who thankfully for
me, preformed all of the backpacking and carrying of the heavy loads and
all the instruments and gear needed to do our jobs, during that time. When
he retired, his position was terminated and I was left alone to perform the
job. I was and am, no longer physically capable of performing this type of
work on a day to day basis. It’s much too physically demanding and there
were no positions available at the Region for me at the time. Cartographic
positions were actually being cut, nation wide due to budget restraints. I am

My physical conditions will never get better and are deteriorating slowly
over time. I am hoping to be given another chance, “a fair chance” at being

properly evaluated and processed as to my request for disability and
properly advised as to my rights as a former federal employee. Again, at no
time was I ever advised or consoled as to my legal rights. Please Ms. Capito,

I hope you will help assist me with this matter.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

P30 (2653)

Honorable Shelley Moore Capito MAR 27 2009
House of Representatives

4815 MacCorkle Avenue, S.E.

Charleston, West Virginia 25304

" Dear Ms. Capito:

Thank you for ed February 26, 2009, concerning your
constituent, M of Martinsburg, West Virginiah
formally resigned from the National Park Service on September 6, 2005, stating his
departure was due to “personal reasons.” _contactcd our National Capital
Region (NCR) Office of Human Resources by letter on May 16, 2007. At that time he
requested copies of his records to use in applying for disability retirement. When an
employee separates from Federal Service, the NPS Records Disposition Schedule
requires destruction of unofficial employee files one year after separation and the official
personnel folder (OPF) is transferred to the National Personnel Records er (NPRC)
in St. Louis, Missouri, 30 days after separation. Accordingly, Mr. as advised
that the NCR Office of Human Resources was unable to provide the documentation.

Ms, Michelle Stewart-Pearcy, Employee and Labor Relations Specialist, informed
MMu 2005 that he may wish to consider applying for Social Security
disability benefits, which is a required first step in applying for disability retirement. He
would then provide a copy of the Social Security disability statement with his disability
application to the Office of Personnel Management (OPM). Federal law requires that
OPM must be in receipt of the application not more than one year after an employee’s
separation date.

Mr, as advised of all the above information in a 2007 letter (enclosed). We
regret that Mr., as the perception that his situation was not handled properly.

When he resigned, M*ompleted Part E - Employee Resignation/Retirement
section of Standard Form 52, Request for Personnel Action. This block allows an

employee to furnish a specific reason for the resignation. Mr. id not indicate
his resignation was for medical reasons; instead, he listed “personal reasons.” The
Human Resources Office processed his resignation according to standard procedures.



Retirement information is readily available to employees on the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) website. Human Resources specialists are available to brief
employees on their benefits and answer any questions they may have.

The National Park Service is committed to providing fair and equitable treatment to all
employees. We are sympathetic to Mr. circumstances. However, we can
assure you that there was no deviation from the normal procedures by NPS or OPM in the
processing of his resignation. We thank you for the opportunity to provide clarification

, concerning Mr.ituation.

i

Sincerely, ) (
Jerry W. Simpson
Assistant Director, Workforce Management

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
National Capital Region
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C, 20242

IN KUY RUTERTer

A1 (NCR-LPD) oL R

Honorable Shellcy Moore Capito
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Near Ms. Capito:

Thank you for your letter regarding your constituent, Mr_concerning the National Park
Service's (NPS) efforts to acquire for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park two separate and distinet
parcels of land in Jefferson County, West Virginia. Your letter has been forwarded to me for a personal
reply.

Al various times since 20035, the NPS has worked with the property owner, M_, to
puschase these two tracts of fand located within the legislative boundaries of Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park. The first tract (HAFE 103-46) is a 0.611 acre parcel is owned by DF Briarpatch, LLC. of
which Ms is the sole member. It is improved with a two-story office building and a single-
story automative service station and had previously been utilized as a gasoline filling station. Prior and
curtent uses of HAFE Iract 103-46 have resulted in the property’s contamination by petroleum products.
‘The second tract (HAFE 103-45) is a 0.896 acre parcel of undeveloped and wooded land. ‘The property
has no known contamination and 1s curcently owned by Cavalier Properties, LLC, of which Ms.

is the sole member,

Since 2003, progress on the acquisitions has been stalled by Ms. s intermittent decision not (o
sclt cither property (o the NPS. In November 2011, Ms agam expressed her interest to sell
both properties to the NPS and cngaged the assistance of the Civil War Trust, a non-pro 1t oreapization
whose primary focus is the preservation of American Civil War battlefields. Upon Ms.
renewed interest in selling her properties, the NPS ordered updated real cstate appraisals and pre-
acquisition environmental studies for both properties.

An carlier Level 1 environmental study conducied on HAFE 103-46 had recommended further
environmental studies and recogmized that Ms.han‘angcd in 2000 to have the underground
storage tanks removed from the property and that she subscquently engaged in remediation and
monitoring activities prescribed by the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection
(WVDEP). The WVDEP subsequently determined that no additional investigation or remedial action was
warranted. However, WVDLP’s Review of Closure report expressly stated that the findings did “not in
any manner constitute a certification or guarantee with regard to the lack of contamination on the
property” and further disclosed that “should any contamination...be discovered in the vicinity of the
subject property in the future, the WVDEP expressly reserves the right to require responsible parties o
conduct additional investigation and/or remedial actions.”



Based on the results of the carlier Level | environmental study and in full compliance with U.S.
Department of the Interior (DOI) policy, NPS conducted Environmental Site Assessments of the property
in 21 2. The DOI policy requires bureaus acquiring land to ascertain the nature and extent of potential
environmental liabilities associated with the property, regardless of a state environmental protection
ageney's findings with respect to a paticular site.

The Level IT Environmental Site Assessment completed in November 2012 revealed that petroleum-
contaminated soils are present in the vicinity of the excavated underground storage tanks, as well as
beneath two extant aboveground storage tanks. Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon values from four of thirty-
five soil borings exceeded WVDEP voluntary remediation tevels, in onc instance by over four hundred
percent. I addition, the assessmenis have also indicated the presence of asbestos and lead-based paint in
onc of the structures on the property.

The DO] policy requires that NPS weigh the benefits of all acquisitions relative to the total cost, including
fair market value, remediation costs, and any known or reasonably estimated monctary damages that
could be assoctated with the acquisition. Our estimates indicate that the costs of full remediation may
total as much as $380.704. Property acquisitions in cases where remediation costs are between $250,000
and $500,000 require approval by the NPS Dircctor.

To proceed with the acquisition of HAFE 103-46, the NPS will need to have WVDEP review the findings
of the Level Il environmental report to determine its remediation expectations, if any. However, after
review of the Level Il study, Ms expressed her unwillingness to allow WVDEP review and
once again indicated that she would not sell the property to the NPS,

Nonetheless, we remain hopeful that Msi_'vill eventually agree to the WY DEP review and
will scll the property to the NPS. The NPS continues to take the necessary steps to complete this goal,

such as identitying funding for the remediation, In the meantime, the NP'S, in conjunction with the Civil
War Trust, continues to work with Ms. on the purchase on the second parcel, HAFE 103-45.

Thank you for your interest in the National Park Service. If you have any questions, please contact me or
Peter May. Associate Regional Director for 1.ands, Planning. and Design at (202) 619-7025 or
Peter_ Mayemps. goy.

<

Stephen E, Whitesell
Regional Director

Sirfgerey
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May 21, 2009

Ms. Elaine Hackett
Congressional Liaison

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW, Room 7256
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Hackett,

I am writing on behalf of my constituent who has contacted my office for
assistance. Enclosed, for your review, is a copy of the information I received.

Any information or assistance that you can provide in this matter would be
deeply appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my office at

2443 Rayburn Office Building, Washington D.C., 20515. You can also contact me by
phone at (202) 225-2711 or by fax at (202) 225-7856.

[ appreciate your time and attention this matter.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Ca to, M.C.

PRINTED OM RECYCLED PAPER
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Honorable Shelley Moore Capito,

U.S House of Reprasentatives

1431 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-4802

Dear Congresswomen Capito:

As you know, | made protected whistle blower disclosures to a private government watch dog
organization, Public Employees for Environmental Res'ponsibility {PEER), the Department of Interior
Inspector General and the Office of Special Counsel; regarding ailegations that the National Park Service
{NPS) had improperly allowed Washington Redskins Football Team Qwner, Daniel Snyder, to cut trees on
NPS lands. These disclosures occurred while | was the Chief Ranger {senior law enforcement official) for
the C&O Canal National Historical Park. The resulting Department of Interior Inspector General
Investigation confirmed that my concerns and disclosures were accurate, and that the NPS viclated both
policy and law. Since that time, | have experienced constant harassment by NPS management, including
reassignment, and unfounded allegations of wrongdoing.

| have attached a letter for your information which was sent to the Secretary of the Interior, Department
of Interior Inspector General and the National Park Service yesterday. | would appreciate your support
for our call for an inspector general investigation, and for your continued monitoring of this case.

Thank you for your representation and dedication to our great State of West Virginia.

Sincere!
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February 23, 2009

Mr. Ken Salazar,
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar,

My name iF and I am a career employee of the National Park Service. I
have worked for this agency for 26 years and in numerous locations. Last night I
observed you and Mr. Earl E. Devaney on television at President Obama’s speech from
the United States Capital, and this reminded me to contact you regarding your welcomed

statements about civil service reform and cleaning up the corruption, waste, fraud and
abuses of the Interior Department, especiaily the National Park Service.

On January 22, 2009 I sent you a copy of a letter we sent to Ms. Peggy O’Dell, Regional
Director for the National Capital Region of the National Park Service, concerning issues I
have with this agency. I also sent this letter to Mr. Devaney, Office of Inspector
General. Since I have not yet received a response from Ms. O’Dell, Mr. Devaney or
your office, I have elected to contact you directly.

My issues directly relate to your mission to reform and remove corruption from the
Department of the Interior. Specifically, my issues are as follows:

management was involved, and I reasonably believed they to be violations of law and
policy, evidence of fraud, waste and abuse, and contrary to the Park Service’s mission of
protecting the resources entrusted in its care, unimpaired, for the benefit of future
generations. As a career National Park Ranger, [ felt it was my duty to protect our
National Park lands, by reporting this wrongdoing.

During the week of March 8, 2005 I disclosed to the Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) tha;

*allowed billionaire Washington Redskins Football
eam owner, Daniel Snyder to improperly cut trees on National Park Service-managed
lands. In May 2005, I again reported this wrongdoing, via the Department of the Interior
Inspector General “Hotline,” tha*ad violated policy and
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law, regarding the Daniel Snvder tree cutting issue and several other acti ertook
while serving as

On July 6, 2005, I met with David S. Bodge, Senior Special Agent, Office of Program
Integrity and Jack L. Rohmer, Associate Director, Office of Program Integrity, both with
the Department of Interior Inspector General’s Office, to report the wrongdoing
referenced above,

[t is important to note that my protected disclosures to the Department of the Interior
Inspector General were confirmed to be truthful, accurate and instrumental in assisting
with the government’s investigation, as well as, in assuring the protection of National
Park Service resources.

Soon after I made my protected disclosures, I experienced a variety of administrative
actions, including temporary reassignment, investigation, frivolous administrative

charges, Board of Inquiry, suspension, isolation, permanent reassignment and criminal
charges. I was removed from my position as

It is critical to understand that when the Snyder Tree Cutting deal was first initiated,
Special Assistant to the NPS Director, MrFandled the issue from his office in
the National Park Service headquarters, in Washington, D.C. After several years in this
position, M as appointed to Superintendent of Colonial NHP; in November
2004. Durin e, another employee, Mr: orked as Mr.
coworker, performing TS. was appointed
to this position in November . As you know, the Daniel Snyder case received
national press attention during 2004 - 2006. Mrs,
Director Mrs. Fran Mainella, as well as, Mr.

was promoted 1o
2005 and became M direct supervisor.
As you may know, erformed as the on-the-ground facilitator for the

Director's alleged call for accommodating Daniel Snyder's tree cutting request. Mr.
“personal ly met with Mr. Snyder, Mr. Smith and other NPS representatives at Mr.
nyder’s mansion, to work out the tree cutting deal. Mr

-also met with the NPS
Director.

On January 19, 2006 the Department of Interior Inspector General’s Office completed its
investigative report regarding allegations that the National Park Service improperly

allowed Mr. t vernment lands. Importantly, the Inspector General
found that M: iolated agency policy and law. However, the
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United States Attorney’s Office declined prosecution of Agency officials and referred the
case back to the Agency for “appropriate action.” No action was taken.

In the mean time, Mr!ad brought an agency action against me, which I strongly
contend is evidence of whistle blower reprisal. In spite of obvious conflict of interest

issues, Mr; id not recuse herself from her role as my "deciding official"
when eval that MlH;ought against me. Nor. did she make her
prior employment with the NPS Director known to me. Mr_made many
procedural decisions that appear to be a direct conflict of interest and they worked against
my position.

Of course, there are many more important details which demonstrate a pattern of illegal
activity, cover-up, false statements, conflict of interest, abuse of authority and whistle
blower reprisal in this case. We can save those for another time or when we can meet.

It is important for you to realize that I have made this contact with you, on my own
initiative, and without the aid of attorneys or special counsel. Iam appealing to your
better judgment and ability to manage conflict and public controversy. My wife and 1
request to personally meet and discuss this case with you, in your Washington, D.C.
office or a place of your choosing. We would like to discuss a reasonable way forward
and make arrangements to return to the work I have dedicated my life to. I fear that ifa
resolution cannot be found very soon, the National Park Service will continue to propose
new actions of reprisal and these will result in unnecessary public controversy and press
attention, further inhibiting my return to service.

Please understand that [ am fearful of continued acts of reprisal against me by the
National Park Service. For this reason, I request that this correspondence be handled
with confidentiality and not be shared with National Park Service personnel. However, |
have no problem with it being shared with the DOI Inspector General or your immediate
staff. :

Thank you for your commitment to reforming the Department of the Interior and
removing the individuals responsible for the loss of its fine reputation.

With high regards,
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AVERY DOOLEY POST & AVERY, LLP

Attorneys at Law

90 Concord Avenue

Belmont, MA 02478
Telephone: (617) 489-5300 Fax: (617) 489-0085

pnoone@averydooley.com
January 22, 2009

Transmitted by Fax
Fax No: (202) 619-7220

Mrs. Peggy O’Dell,

Regional Director

National Capital Region
National Park Service

1100 Ohio Drive SW, 3" Floor
Washington, DC 20242

Re: -tional Park Ranger, Law Enforcement

Dear Regional Director O’Dell:
As vou know, I am counsel forHin connection with actions taken
the National Park Service. By memorandum 18,2008,
ustainem proposal that Mme
om his position as Park Ranger ind , and without
pay, pending the resolution of criminal charges stemming from allegedly receiving and

concealing stolen t property. That resolution came on January 8, 2009, when
a jury acquitted Mﬂn all charges. On the basis of that acquittal, and the
extensive evidence of the Agency’s bad faith that emerged at trial, I hereby request that

the Agency immediately reinstate M o his position, with full back pay and
reimbursement for all his reasonable attorneys’ fees.

riminal trial, extensive evidence indicated that the Agency
enacted suspension in bad faith, knowing the criminal charges against him
were false. For instance, in the notice of proposal, Mr rote that, “based on
the information currently available to me, it appear: cts were intentional,
committed maliciously for personal gain, and were frequently repeated.” It turns out,
however, that the information available to Mr.ihowed exactly the opposite.
MMﬁminaj attorney was able to demonstrate at trial that Mr.

wi XCulp: idence from Agency investigators and the U.S. Atto ? Office.
Specifically, M failed to disclose that he had personally assisted
transporting much of the allegedly stolen property from his office to his home, when he

WW
knew that 1d not steal this government property because he had helped Mr.
B ove it in the first place. Not only did Mr#onccal this information

from the ap ' orities, but he lied about 1t in his sworn testimony at trial. In
addition, M; ied about the role of another officer, United States Park Police
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qwho alsq assisted in moving the items in question. The lack of
integrity and truthfulness in Mr trial testimony prompted a motion to dismiss

and led the jury to acquit Mr. -f all charges with minimal deliberation.

is is only a small sample of the evidence of bad faith that came to light during
l\ﬂiriminal trial. In addition, trial testimony established that th ncy failed
to en a cursory investigation into the allegations against M Had the
Agenci done so, it would have discovered that the source of those allegations was Mr.

ormer tenant, gainst whom Njjhad filed a civil complaint
or repeated failure to pay rent. The Agency would also have discovered, as the jury
learned at trial, that Mh accuser had filed a false police report; harassed a
Jefferson County West Virginia Planning Department Investigator, in an effort to initiate
tion into I\/qand raised numerous unsuppoited allegations against
1 the evidence of record. l\huttcr lack of

an

M that ran contrary to
credibility was appar e many inconsistencies and contradictions underlying his
allegations against vahich the Agency could fail to notice only by an act of
willful disregard. Ata minimum, the doubts surrounding M ruthfulness should
have compelled the Agency to conduct an independent investigation into his allegations
before taking any adverse action against Mr “['W]hen a charge of criminal
conduct arises in a context in which the credibility of key parties is necessarily in
question, the agency must assure itself that it has a sound basis for acting....” Lamouryv.
Dept. of Justice, 106 M.S.P.R. 366, 372 (2007).

Indeed, M credibility was so dubious that the government elected not to
call him as a witness a trial. By failing to call M chief accuser,
the original source of the allegations that Mrieceived and concealed stolen
property, the government tacitly acknowledged that those allegations were tainted and
false.

The Agency’s willingness to suspend Mr-ndeﬁnitely, without conducting
any independent investigation into the obviously false accusations against him, is
evidence of bad faith. Importantly, the Agency did not afford M any opportunity
to refute the charges against him, either by offering interview testimony or providing
exculpatory evidence. The Agency’s refusal to hear Mr side of the story was in
bad faith, especially considering the tainted source of the allegations against him and the
fact that the alleged conduct was entirely out of character and inconsistent with Mr.

25~year work history with the National Park Service.

Likewise, the Agency’s decision to suspend M-’vithout pay was unduly
harsh and contrary to the preferred employment practice as set forth by the U.S. Supreme
Court. See Cleveland Roard of Education v. Loudermill, 470 U.S. 532, 544-45 (1985)
(expressing the preference that government agencies “keep [] citizens usefully employed”
rather than take premature “and possibly erroneous” adverse action and finding that “in
those situations where the employer perceives a significant hazard in keeping the
employee on the job, it can avoid the problem by suspending with pay™).
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In light of all the evidence, it is clear that the Agency’s motive in suspending Mr.
ithout pay, on the basis of patently false accusations from a man with a
demonstrable bias, was retaliatory animus. As you may know, during the week of March

8,2005, M reported to the Public Employees for Environmental Responsibilit
(PEER) that

planned to allow Washington Redskins owner Daniel Synder to cut trees on a
National Park Service-managed lands. On March 18, 2005, Mn‘reccivcd official
notification of a “temporary reassignment” to another unit — an action that would last
more than two years. The notification also indicated that the Agency would suspend his
Law Enforcement Commission, initiate an Internal Investigation and convene a Board of
Inquiry. These managerial actions were initiated without providing M
opportunity to review or refute any Agency allegations.

In May 2005, M-reported alleged wrongdoing, via the DOI Inspector
General “Hotline,” that Superintende had violated policy and law regarding

Mhhc undertook while serving

On June 1, 2005 a Board of Review was held, where three minor issues were
evaluated, which were “back mined” from Mr- work history. The most serious
of these charges allegedly occurred 18 months prior to Mr eing reassigned and
the Agency had never questioned him about it. As you are aware, two of these issues
were not sustained and the Board unanimously recommended Mx_ reinstatement
to full law enforcement duties. This recommendation would not be acted on for another
two years.

On July 6, 2005, Mrﬂnet with David S. Bodge, Senior Special Agent,
Office of Program Integrity and Jack [.. Rohmer, Associate Director, Office of Program
Integrity, to report wrongdoing of which he was aware. M |jjjllFcrorted three issues:
(1) that the National Park Service (“NPS”) had improperly allowed Mr. Synder to cut
trees on NPS lands; (2) that the Agency misallocated Congressionally-authorized funds
intended to support additional law enforcement hiring into non-law enforcement activity;
and (3) that the Agency falsified damage reports from Hurricane Isabelle.

In August 2005, despite the Board of Inquiry recommendations, the Agency
retaliated against M for these disclosures by charging him with multiple new
specifications of mi > virtually none of which had any evidentiary basis. Nearly
two years later. in March 2007, Mh MSPB appeal went to hearing. At the
hearing, M-estiﬁed that the Agency’s discipline was reprisal for his protected
whistleblowing disclosures. A e Agency argued that it had no intent to retaliate
because it did not know that Mad made whistleblower disclosures, despite

evidence to the contrary, the Agency can no longer maintain ignorance of that matter.
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On January 19, 2006 the Department of Interior Inspector General’s Office
released its investigative report regarding allegations that the National Park Service
improperly allowed Mr. Snyder to cut trees on government lands. Importantly, Mr.

ﬁpmtected disclosures to the DOI Inspector General were confirmed to be
truthful, accurate and instrumental in assisting with the government’s investigation, as
well as assuring the protection of National Park Service resources. However, the United

States Attorney’s Office declined prosecution of Agency officials and referred the case
back to the Agency for “appropriate action.”

On April 30, 2007 the MSPB recommended settlement and the Agenc
permanently reassigned M

That reassignment removed

non-responsive rve an indefinite suspension was an act of
retaliation. This is confirmed by the fact that Mr. 1ied under oath at Mr.

criminal trial in an attempt to mislead the jury about material facts in the case.
Accordingly, I hereby request that the Office of Inspector General investigate the facts
and circumstances surrounding Mr&o proposal, sworn testimony and the
Agency’s investigation. I belicve such an investigation will demonstrate that Mr.
a sworn federal law enforcement officer, the proposing official and Mr.
immediate supervisor, provided either, false, fabricated or otherwise incredible
testimony during M criminal trial. I also believe that an independent
investigation will demonstrate that the Agency rushed to judgment in suspending Mr.
B/ thout pay on the basis of patently false and contradictory allegations from a
biased source. It will turn out that the Agency’s rush to judgment was not an innocent
mistake but the result of retaliatory animus stemming from Ml-protected
disclosures outlined above.

In addition, I request an investigation into the reporting actions of Mr.-
tenant, M tis clear from trial evidence that M reported these allegations on
the same day that he received an eviction notice from Mr omitted or concealed
critical facts and witnesses; and filed a false police report. Amazingly, these facts, and

others, did not make their way into the Agency’s investigative reports or into the United
States Attorney’s arguments at trial.

Lastly, my client and I are concerned about the continued harassment, reptisal
and/or new proposals for administrative actions against Mr. Duffy’s June 18,
2008 Memorandum stated in part: “...the Department ma itional discipline
against you, up to and including your removal from your position as a Law Enforcement
Park Ranger, NCRO and the Federal service. Such disciplinary action may address, but
will not be limited 1o, the criminal conduct identified in the criminal proceeding.” Due
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to the well-established pattern of Agency retaliatory actions against ve
concerns about future Agency actions and the continued harassment of M

I would like to discuss this matter with you at your earliest convenience, and I
welcome your call.

CcC:

Mr. Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Mr. Earl E. Devaney
Office of Inspector General
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Mr. Richard Trinidad
Office of Inspector General
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20240

Very truly yours,

AVERY DOOLEY POST & AVERY

Peter H. Noone

@o11/01e



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
National Capital Region
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.

IN REPLY REFER TO: Washington, D.C. 20242

A36 (NCR-A)

JUN T2 2009

The Honerable Shelley Moore Capito
Housc of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-4802

Dear Ms. Capito:

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2009, regarding the allegations made by your

Your constituent claims that the National Park Scrvice (NPS) is retaliating against him for
making disclosures in 2005. The NPS fully denies this claim. The Merit Systems Protection
Board (MSPB) has previously rcjccted the exact same claims of retaliation. It is a matter of
public record that in January 2007, NPS suspended Appetiant for 16 days for lack of candor
hased on misrepresentations he made in connection with failing to respond to an accident and for
making disrespectful and irresponsible remarks toward a management official. Se

penalty. Mr laimed that the 16 day suspension was motivated by retaliation against him
for making the disclosurcs in 2005. Judge Zamora specifically found that Appeilant had “failed

to establish by preponderant evidence his allegations that the agency's action was the result of
rctaliation for protected disc!osurcs.”_

If you have further questions, please contact Solicitor Melvin Hutson at (202) 208-3051, or via
email at Mel. Hutson@sol.doi.gov.

appcaléd the susiension to thc MSPB. Judge Sherry Zamora fully sustained the decision and

Sincerely,

O gt 2

Regional Dircctor, National Capital Region
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4815 MacCorkie Avenue, SE
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
Phone: (304) 925-5964

Fax: (304) 926-8912

To: Mr. Christopher Mansour

[@oo1/012

Congresswoman

Shelley Moore Capito

From: Kali Vernon, Constituent Services

Fax: 202-208-5533

Pages: 12 ,including cover

Ph:  202-208-7693

Date:  July 23, 2009

Re: Mr. Daniel Delulle

CC:

0O Urgent O For Review  [] Please Comment

™ Please Reply [ Please Recycle

& Comments:
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Ann Gronaw Wankive July 22, 2009

YA HOLSE EavicAamY

Mr. Christopher Mansour

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street Nw

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Maansour:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr_, who has asked me for
assistance. Enclosed is a copy of my original inquiry which includes Mr. [ llilR s Privacy Act
Release Form that further explains his situation as wel] as additional emails.

Please provide me with a status of his claim. The last information | received indicated
that your office was waiting on a response from the U.S. Park Police. Also, ] would welcome any
reports of further progress on the case.

Any information or assistance you can provide on the matter would be deeply
appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my District office at 4815
MacCorkle Ave., SE, Charleston, WV 25304, You can also contact me by phone at (304) 925-
5964 or by fax at (304) 926-8912.

Sincerely,

o llocy~

Shelley Moore Capfto
Member of Congress

SMC:KV

Enclosure
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1431 Lonoworre H OB,
SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO Weswimavon, DC 208 16.4802

w0 Distmicy, WESY VinGioa 202-22%5.271¢

Qongress of the United States T

Commirrre on Financial Sevices Crancesron, WV 25304

Comrre ox Tramsrosranon House of Representutioes 3049255964
AnO INFRAGTRUCTUNC -
Maslyington, B.A. 20515-1802 300 Foxcnory Ave

Manrt:inspunc, W V. 25401
304.264.8010

February 21, 2008

Vinrt, HOUSL.LOVICAPITO

Mr. Matt Eames

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affans
U.S. Department of Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C St, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Eames:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, , who has asked me for
assislance.  Attached you will find a copy of Privacy Act Release form and
supplemental information that cxplains his situation.

Any information or assistance you can provide on thas matter would be deeply
appreciated. The address for my District Office 1s 4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE Charleston, Wesl
Virginia 25304, You can also contact me by phone at 304-925-5964 or by fax at 304-926-8912.

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Smcerely,

Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress

SMC: KV

Enclosure
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PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

As reguired by the Privacy Act of 1974, 1 avthorize United States Representative Shelley
Moore Capito to obtain information from any federal government records regarding me in
connection with im ] claim or problem.

. Date .i//t/lagf

Work. Telephone '

Date of Bwth — Social Security Number e -~
address [N B - co Chiestes Tawe, w2541y

Staie WV 7ip 25'11Y Counl){:Sg{{_‘.{/SQ a__ Claim Number (if applicable)

Please describe your problem and the curventstatus of yowr claim.
. ' ey [ - /4 .
ﬁp;@g /fﬁ/ /{7/5710/(( i o wper ()/‘{-[l<k" . //(.() S fovud '7/"-’7()
...... o SXEL. LEOLEN ALY ) Y AN Sl tre SO S Sl
feor /’“f& e 1SSVeE /,Op{’ﬂ(j/ﬂ//—a .
/

*rPlease feel firee to write on bacle H necessary ™

Please return form to: - Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
4815 MacCorkle Ave., S)2
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
Phene (304) 925-5964
Fax (304) 926-8912
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DOI SECRETARIAL EVENT or MEETING PROPOSAL ~ TODAY’S DATE:

TO: Scheduler to the Secretary
FROM: Rnon-responsivel
Service Comp Date;
Sep Date
REQUEST: Meeting to discuss systemic violations by USPP of OPM, OMB, FOIA, Record

Keeping Rules and Retirement & Benefit system under Entitlement 1V; written
threats to my wife and alleged Criminal misconduct from past and current USPP
Chief and lack of oversight from IG’s and GAO's Office.

OFFICIAL MEETING

PURPOSE: The Secretary has the authority and the requirement under Law to insure and
protect Constitutional rights and Congressional mandates including Entitlements.
This meeting is to share documented facts against the United States Park Police
(USPP) failures and the National Park Service’s (NPS) inadequate oversight with
regards to maintam records, policies and procedures required by Federal law. The
Secretary has the authority to request immediate input from OPM and OMB and
request crimunal review from the U.S. Justice Department for intentional harm
caused by the USPP’s failures to implement the retirement and benefit system
under Entitlement 1V. Unfortunately, the previous USPP Chief’s and Current
Chicf Pettiford’s administration belicve that their personal views supersedes
Federal Rules and Regulatory guidelines on how and if & former {ederal employce
receives retirement benefits. Again, sadly the USPP have neither applied
applicable mandated Federal rules for determining Entitlement benefits nor does
USPP records exist that they ever develop such rules, policies and procedures.
Although, the District of Columbia Police and Fire Retirement and Benefit
System 1s the fiduciary agent, having no authority or mput over federal
employee’s retirement or benefits; USPP contends otherwise. (Sec Treasury
Department Report) Since USPP and NPS are aware of these situations listed
above (and many more) and refuse to acknowledge the issues at hand. JFor this
reason, appropriate and immediate action is requested by the Sceretary of the
Department of Interior.

RECOMMENDATION: To be completed by DOI officials only: Please state your name, title, and
whether you recommend that the Seciretary participates in this event

EVENT DATE:  We are avatlable Monday tiru Saturday 6.00 a.m. (ill 6. p.m. Also, a meeting can
be arranged at Harpers Ferry National Park or at your Washington,.C.,
Headquarters. We request this meeting be set as soon as possible.
‘Two Senator have been notified on these ssucs: attendance 1$ not necessary.
My wif vill also be attending. Media will not be invited.
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FOR THE OFFICE OF SCHEDULING AND ADVANCE TRACKING PURPOSES ONLY:

_ ACCEPT

IF CONFIRMED, DATE AND TIME:

__REGRET

_ PENDING

Briefing Officer

{ Briefing Paper Duc

Photographer Needed

Advanced Assigned

Speechwriter Assigned

Speech Due for Comments

Approved Event Form Sent

Approved Event Form Received

Recommendation:

Surrogated to:

ACTION ITEMS:

@ooe/012
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From: (S il cor)

Sent:  Thursday, February 21, 2008 9:55 AM

To have a greater understanding of the "neglected years" under Entitlement [V,
you must obtain the Summary Plan Description "2002" from the Department of the Treasury, entitled: District of Columbia Police
Officers’ and Firefighters' Retirement Plan. Since USPP never developed their own policies, they continue to anwsere questions by
"District of Columbia" authority and totally turn a blind eye to OPM and OMB rules and authority. This document alone, show that
former and present Chief Pettiford letter's dated 5/16/2007, is a knowingly and willful attempt to undermine Federal retirement
and benefits entitlements. This specific review has about 65 pages.
Additionally, OPM has booklets available with descriptions and definitions which constitute what OPM consider is creditable law
enforce service. If you should need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me or my wife, [l

With kind regards, [

Need to know the score, the latest news, or you need your Hotmail®-get your “fix". Check it out.

212172008
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From: [N @otmal cor)

Sent:  Thursday, February 21, 2008 10:19 AM

The Secretary of the Department of Interior has received my complaint and has forwarded it to the Solicator's
Office. Please Email a copy of the Congreswoman's request to the Secretary of Department of the Interior, on my behalf. il

1o
S
nS

172008
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BN N ©"o!mail com]

Sent:  Salurday, February 23, 2008 12:04 PM

Dear Mrs. Vernon: We have a copy of the Summary Plan "2002" from the Department of the Treasury. You can obtain your copy
over the internet. The beginning statement from this report states "This booklet is a summary of your retirement plan.
The full text of the plan is contained in Title 5 of the Official Code of the District of Columbia. The Treasury
Department has also issued regulations pertaining to this plan in the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) at 31
C.F.R. Part 29, If there is any conflict between the information in this summary and the D.C. Code or Federal
Regulations, the D.C. Code and the Federal Regulations will always govern. This bookiet replaces all previously
provided summaries of your plan benefits."”

SO WHAT HAPPENS WHEN DC CODE AND FEDERAL REGULATION CONFLICTS? The D.C. Retirement Board
admits that almost all the content in this booklet pertains only to the Metropolitan Police Force. They stated that
USPP never developed their own to refiect jurisdiction under Federal Rule. The Metropolitan Plan does not have to

fall under OPM, OMB or Federal employment rules. Any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
Daniel

Subject: RE: OPM, and US Treasury Report
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 2008 12:44:00 -0500
From: kali.vernon@mail.house.gov

To R @ hotmail com

Do you have a copy of the Summary Pian Description *2002" from the Department of the Treasury, enlitled: District of Columbia Police
Officers' and Firefighters' Retirement Plan?

Kali N. Vernon, M.S.
Ollice of Congresswoman Capito
Woest Visgiona - 2nd Distric
3049255964

From: [N [ailto: R © hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2008 9:55 AM

Dear Ms. Vernon: To have a greater understanding of the “neglected years" under Entitlement 1V,

you must obtain the Summary Plan Description "2002" from the Department of the Treasury, entitled: District of
Columbia Police Officers' and Firefighters' Retirement Plan. Since USPP never developed their own policies, they
continue to anwsere questions by “District of Columbia™ authority and totally turn a blind eye to OPM and OMB rules
and authority. This document alone, show that former and present Chief Pettiford letter's dated 5/16/2007, is a
knowingly and willful attempt to undermine Federal retirement and benefits entitlements. This specific review has
about 65 pages.

Additionally, OPM has booklets available with descriptions and definitions which constitute what OPM consider

is creditable law enforce service. If you should need additional information, piease do nct hesitate to contact me or
my wife,

with kind regards, [N

37612008
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From: (N o' 2i co|

Sent:  Saturday, February 23, 2008 5:11 PM

As you maybe aware, one cannot state one's request and/or desires for harm cause by an agency uitil one
is formally inform of the Laws, Policies and Procedures for Bisability and/or Retirement. Although, it may be the most prudent
manner for the Congresswoman to specifically address our request to the Secretary of the Department of Interior, The
National Park Service (Mary Bowmar), The Chief of United States Park Police (Pettiford) and the U.S. Justice Department and
inform the White House in case of political damage control. Since these issues appear criminat in nature and the Inspector
General's Office failed do their job with full knowledge of the situation; I see no other responsible manner then to request criminal
review and a complete audit of the Entitlement IV retirement system (including specific of my case.) As you may not realize each
former and current chief decided retirement contents based on their personal beliefs and opinions, leading to the appearance of
discrimination of Entitlements. Furthermore, until all the issues are addressed by the Secretary (interpretations for lack of Laws,
Policies and Procedures), one could not receive any entitlements without fear of having to refund monetary payouts via continuat
interpretations.
Additionatly, since USPP's staff attorney and Internal Affairs, NPS's Solicitor all have knowingly and willfully acted and participated
in the cover-up, they should be fired and indiated.
Furthermore, please inform the Congresswoman Washington Office that Federal Courts (Judges) do not write Law, Regulatory
Guidelines or Policies! they only review them for Constitutional and/or Civil Matters.
If you shouid have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or my wife.

Subject: RE: OPM, and US Treasury Report
Date: Thu, 21 Feb 2008 13:41:57 -0500
From: kali.vernon@mail.house.gov

To: [ @ hotmail.com
Good Afternoon Mr. [N

For our records, please provide a slatement outlining exactly what information you are seeking and a list of the
offices you are seeking information from via Congresswoman Capito’s office. For example — Are you seeking
retirement pay without penally, a system change, etc?

Thank you,

Kali N. Varnon, M.S.

Ollice of Congressyoman Capilo
West Vivginin - 2ud District
30:.925.5964

From: [ (mailto [ @ hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 21, 2008 9:55 AM

To have a greater understanding of the "neglected years" under Entitlement iV,
you must obtain the Summary Plan Description "2002" from the Deparlment of the Treasury, entitled: District of
Columbia Police Officers' and Firefighters' Retirement Plan. Since USPP never developed their own policies, they
continue to anwsere questions by "District of Columbia” authority and totally turn a hlind eye to OPM and OMB rules

30612008
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and authority, This document alone, show that former and present Chief Pettiford letter's dated 5/16/2007, is a
knowingly and willful attempt to undermine Federal retirement and benefits entitlements. This specific review has
about 65 pages.

Additionally, OPM has booklets available with descriptions and definitions which constitute what OPM consider

is creditable law enforce service. If you should need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me or
my wife,

With kind regards, [

Need to know the score, the latest news, or you need your Hotmail®-get your "fix". Check it out.

Shed those extra pounds with MSN and The Biggest Loser! Learn more.

31672008
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From: [T 0(al.co

Sent:  Monday, February 25, 2008 10:58 AM

Une additional area of interest I must express is that upon my death, my wife should benefit from my retirement under Civil
Service. How could that be possible if the benefit system doesn't exist?

Additionally, USPP system that exist appears to violate IRS regulations. Furthermore, Since 1 had the time to retire out but do to
the USPP and NPS incompetence they ended up paying me 8 weeks backpay after my dismissal. Yet, this 8 weeks served over
and above my twenty year period.

Although my regrettable actions were wrong while placing no harm to anyone, the government's response and actions still appear
muilti-level harmful and criminal

Shed those extra pounds with MSN and The Biggest Loser! Learn more.

3/6/2008
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2np DisTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA 20z-225-271/
-~
Congress of the United States -
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 4 - CHARLESTON, W.V. 25304
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND gﬂm gRZFrB ] 304-925-5964

ComMmuNITY OPPORTUNITY

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION maghtrlgiun, iﬁo@o ZUS 15 "48]]2 00 ;uo;c:voc:; hee

AND INFRASTRUCTURE MarTINSBURG, W.V. 25401
304-264-8810

September 3, 2008

WWW.HOUSE.GOV/CAPITO

Mr. R. Clarke Cooper

Assistant Director for Congressional Affairs
National Park Service

U. S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W., Room 3210
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Cooper:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent who has contacted my office for assistance.
Enclosed, for your review, is a copy of the information I received.

Any information or assistance that you can provide in this matter would be deeply
appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my office at 300 Foxcroft
Avenue, Suite 102, Martinsburg, W.Va. 25401. You can also contact me by phone at (304) 264-
8810 or by fax at (304) 264-8815.

Sincerely,

Shelley MooxeLapito, M.C.

SMC:AP
OO

SEP 17 2008

B

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

As required by the Privacy Act of 1974, I authorize United States Representative Shelley
Mocore Capito to obtain mformanon from any federal government records regarding me in
connection withmy _ V-5 . B Secuiclaim or problem.

(Agency)

Sign e 2 [ef
Home Teleph

(PTAD 1)

Work Teleph
Date of, Social Security Number __ o
Addres: City S\‘\"Q\"d k'\“" ~
Stato\l\\’ 21;25 \‘% Counrv _ Claim Numnber (if appluable)—

e g it Cogh

Please describe your problem and the current status of your claim,

W asea Mae Ch0 candd gat\ NEININ \<bes
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**Pleas feel free to write on back if necessary**

Please return form to:  Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
Phone (304) 925-5964

Fax (304) 926-8912
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
National Capital Region

1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242

A36 (NCR-CHOH)
October 10, 2008

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401

Dear Ms. Capito:

Thank you for your letter dated September 3, 2008, concerning your constituent, Mr.
regarding a parking violation he received while visiting the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National
Historical Park (C&O Canal NHP).

parked his vehicle in the parking lot at Lock 38 near Sharpsburg, Maryland, on September 1,
2008. He parked in front of a “No Parking” sign in an illegal parking space. The “No Parking” sign was
directly in front of the vehicle and showed an arrow indicating no parking was allowed to the left of the
sign also. This area is restricted to no parking to allow emergency access through the gate onto the canal
towpath.

On September 2, 2008,” called C&O Canal NHP headquarters and communicated his concerns
about the ticket’s validity to Chief Ranger Brad Clawson. Chief Ranger Clawson informed him of the
process for either paying the fine or appearing in the United States Magistrate Court to contest the charge.
B fe!t that the sign was misleading and that he had parked in a legitimate parking space.

During the following week, Chief Ranger Clawson evaluated the placement of the “No Parking” sign and
felt it sufficiently indicated that there was no parking at the spot where Mr. Lind had parked his car and
received the parking violation. All of the permitted spaces in this parking lot are defined by white lines.
The remainder of the parking lot is signed to restrict parking to only the marked spaces. There is another
lot a short distance away that can be used for parking. Chief Ranger Clawson talked with the Park Ranger
that issued the ticket and found no issue that would question the validity of the violation notice.

We hope that this information answers your concerns. If you have any questions, please contact me or
Superintendent Kevin Brandt, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park at (301) 714-2202.

Sincerely,

l,/li‘jv\yﬂr MWUJSD\’\ ~delming

Acting Regional Director, National Capital Region
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SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

2n0 DisTrICT, WEST VIRGINIA

Congress of the nited States

House of Representatites

CommMiTYEE ON Financial SERVICES

Corponam N

300 FoxcrosT AvE

COMMITTEE O TRANSFORTATIO . - -
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< (- ARTIMSGURG V 2540
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- January 20, 2010 .
MW HOUSE. G OVICAPTITC

Mr. Christopher Mansour

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
.S, Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street Nw

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Mansour:
I am again writing on behalf of my constituent, [N o has asked me for
assistance. Enclosed is a copy of [ IIINUIENE rivacy Act Release Form that further explains

his situation and a copy of correspondence he received from the DC government.

Please provide me with a status of his claim. Also, I would welcome any reports of
further progress on the case.

Any information or assistance you can provide on the matter would be deeply
appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my District office at 4815

MacCorkle Ave., SE, Charleston, WV 25304. You can also contact me by phone at (304) 925-
5964 or by fax at (304) 926-8912.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress

SMC:KV

Enclosure
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PRIVACY ACT RELEASE IFORM

As required by the Privacy Act of 1974, 1 authorize United States Representative Shelley
Moore Capito to obtain information from any federal government records regarding me in
connection with my D@Q—/ ol Laterion  clai.: of problem.

(Agc 1y)

Sigrng Date o2 /“//0?

Nam Home Telephone _I_'

/

Wark Telephone___ ——
Date of Bix'- Social Seenrity Number o

-0 . ‘
State W ¥ Zip 2571y Counf:y‘_&;&gjgﬁ___m Claipy Nunaber (if applicable)

R

Please describe your probiem and the current status of yonr claim.

Engel oot ﬂf‘p/ﬂ“ﬂf of WoLRN 0#[“% _L(“ 5 sooud '/”"Q._
‘T/CDM /’44— 56’/%1(: 1 SEpe ﬁé’dé‘/rr/@,f ,

“Please feel free to write on bacl if necessary®*

Please return form to:  Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
4815 MacCorkle Ave., SiZ
Charleston, West Virginia 25304
1 hmw 04) 925-5964
ax (304) 926-8912



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
OFFICE Of FINANCIAL OPERATIONS AND SYSTEMS

* ok Kk
R

Office of Pay and Retirement Services

September 18, 2009

RE: FOIA Request — Estimated Retirement

Thank you ‘or your letter dated August 24, 2009, Your letter indicates that the US Park Police
(USPP) ha- referred you to this office to obtain retirement benefits information. The Qffice of
Pay and Retirement Services (OPRS) provides pension payroll administrative services for retired
US Park Pe- ice Officers who are covered under the District of Columbia Police and Firefighters’
Retirement Plan (DC Plan). In this capacity, we issue pension benefits to annuitants and
survivors 5 well as provide intermediary administrative services for the Federal Employees
Health Ber ofits (FEHB) and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance (FEGLI) programs.

It is my un:erstanding that you have written communications from the USPP Human Resources
Departmer that you were placed in the DC Plan at the time of your hire on August 4, 1985, in
error. Hov.zver, the DC Code indicates that ofticers and members of the USPP hired on or after
January 1, 1984 are covered by the Federal Employees” Retirement System Act, not the DC Plan,
As the adranistrator for the USPP participants in the DC Plan, OPRS has no record that you
elected to | articipate or that the USPP Human Resources Department placed you in the DC Plan,
Had you lwen placed in the DC Plan, your retirement contributions deducted from your pay
while empwyed with USPP would have been {ransferred to the District government. Again, we
have no re ord of such transfers.

In our coni.mued efforts 1o yesearch your information, we contacted the US Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) to determine whether your contributions may have been applied incorrectly.
OPM has ¢onfirmed that your retirement contributions, for all of your federal service, were in the
Civil Servi se Retivement Systemn (CSRS), the plan you were initially placed when you began
your federsl service in 1983, This is also proof that you were never placed in the DC Plan

The laws :averning eligibility and benefits for members of the DC Plan can be found under the
District of Columbia Official Code Title 5, Chapter 7. Since you were not a participant of the
DC Plan, :nd was never eligible to participate in the DC Plan, we cannot provide you with a
benefit ar:lysis. You should contact the USPP Human Resources Department or OPM to
determine what annuity options you have at this time.
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Daniel M. [h:lullo
Page 2
September 3, 2009

Your letter ulso asks for copies of policy, laws, regulations, and/or procedures (o support our
program.  For active police officers of USPP, we rely on the USPP Human Resources
Departmeni to determine and certify their employee’s eligibility to participate in the DC Plan,
provide berefit estimates to employees, as well as complete and submit the retirement benefits
application. As stated above, eligibility for USPP police officers are governed by DC Code.

The federal agency responsible for conducting audits of e USPP pension data and calculation
rules is the $J8 Department of the Interior. You may contact the Deputy Comptroller, Financial
Manageme it at (703) 487-9415. Inguiries secking mformation reparding the USPP refirement
options anc. policies as well as notification procedures and elipibility criteria should be direcied
to the USF" Human Resources Department, at (202) 619-7388.

Enclosed v.ith this letter are copies of various excerpts from the DC Code that might be of
interest to row. If you have additional questions regarding the pension payroll administrative
services QI' S provides, please do not hesitate to our office at
(202)741-8:00.

Sincerely,

LA

Johnetta B. Bond
Director

Enclosures
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Retriet of Columbia O: ficial Code Page 1 of

fasiay
-

D.C. Council Home Home Search Help ©

Weicome to the anline source for the
District of Columbia Official Code

DC ST § 5-742
Formerly clted as DC ST 1981 § 4-602

DC 5T § 5-742

Formerly cited as DC LT 1981 § 4-G02

District of Columbia O'ficlal Code 2001 Editlon Currentnass
Division L. Government of District.

Title 5. Pollce, Firet ghters, and Chief Madical Examiner. (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 7. Police :nd Firefighters Retirement and Disability. (Refs & Annos)
Subchapter 1. tiscellaneous Provisions.

=g 5.742, Ci adit for active service in military or naval forces,

_In determining eligibi "y for the amount of benefits from the Policemen and Firemen's Relief Fund, District of Cofumbla, ar the
" strict of Columbia Pilice Officers and Fire Fighters' Retirement Fund (establishad by § 1-712), each member of the
.etropolitan Police Do artment of the District of Columbia, the United States Park Police force, the United States Secret

Service Uniformed DI+ sion, the Fire Department of the District of Columbia, and each member of the United States Secrat
Service who has actively performed duties other than clerical for 10 years or more directly related to the protection of the
bresident, who shall bave left active employment in any such Department, force, or Sarvice to perform active service in the
miiltary or naval forces of the United States, shall be credited with all periods of honorable active military or naval service
performed on or after September 16, 1940, and prior to the termination of the war as declared by Presidential proclamation o
concurrent resolution of the Congress.

CREDIT(S)

Quly 21, 1947, 61 Stut. 398, ch. 272; Nov. 1§, 1977, 91 Stat. 1371, Pub. L. 95-179; Nov. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 866, Pub. L. 96
122, § 122(b)(3).)

HISTORICAL AND STHTUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 4-602.

1973 Ed., § 4-504a.

Miscellaneous Notes

Coverage Under Fed:-al Employees' Retirement Act: Officers and members of the United States Park Palice, United States
Secret Service Unifo thed Division, and United States Secret Service Division hired on or after January 1, 1984, are covered by

the Federal Employens’ Retirement System Act, not the District of Columbia Retirement System, unless exempt from coverage
_of such Act. See 5 U 5.C. §§ 8401(17)(B) and 8402,

DC CODE § 5-742

Current through July 27, 2008

littp:/Aweblinks.wastliw.com/result/default aspxPaction=DODIS&autorespond=Y &eandisnum=6&cfid=1&... 9/16/2009
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES PARK POLICLE
Headquarters
1100 Ohio Drive. S W
Washington, D.C. 20024

INREPLY REFER TO

February 25, 2010

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
Congress of the United States

House of Representatives

4815 MacCorkle Avenue, S.E.
Charleston, West Virginia 25304

Dear Congresswoman Capito:

Thank you for your January 20, 2010, letter to the Director of Congressional and Legislati irs,
United States Department of the Interior on behalf of your constituent, Mr, Mr.
a former officer with the United States Park Police (USPP). On behalf of Director Christopher

ansour, | have been asked to reply.

According to the Privacy Act Release Form that was attached to your correspondence, it appears that

s attempting to determine the status of an alleged complaint that he filed with this agency
in . In‘addition, your correspondence indicates th requesting a status update of his claim.
We are not aware of any complaint or claim filed by M 0 Or against the USPP. However, we
are aware of inquiries made by bo nd his wife, on his behalf regarding
his eligibility for retirement and/or applicable benefits. We are also aware of the information that was
provided in the letter that he received from the District of Columbia Office of Pay and Retirement
Services. In an effort to assist M itten notice that we

V\_we have attached a copy of th
provided to him in May 2007. We have also attached a copy of Mﬂlndividual Retirement

Record (SF-2806) that reflects the deductions that M ade to the retirement system while he
was employed with the Department of the Interior (DOI), National P rvice (NPS), USPP. As a means
of further clarification, we will explain our interactions with th nce 2004.

M-was hired as a Police Officer with the USPP o- During the period of January

1, 1984 through December 31, 1986, the Federal government was transitioning from one retirement
system and adding a new retirement system. On January 1, 1987, the new Federal Employees
Retirement System (FERS) was implemented. Any new employee hired on or after January 1, 1987, with
less than 5 years of creditable Federal government service as of December 31, 1986, was automatically
covered under FERS. There was a very confusing period between January 1, 1984 and December 31,
1986, concerning which retirement system an employee would be placed in. Due to the implementation
of the new Social Security Act on December 31, 1983, all Federal government employees hired after
January 1, 1984, were required to pay Social Security taxes (FICA). By invoking this new Act, in addition
to paying FICA, new employees made one point three percent (1.3%) retirement contributions in
comparison to employees hired in permanent positions before January 1, 1984 who made seven percent
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(7%) retirement contributions. We provide this information to help explain that whe_
transferred to the USPP from a position with the Federal Protective Service (FPS), it was during this
transition period. Prior to January 1, 1984, all police officers hired by the USPP were covered for
retirement purposes under the District of Columbia Police and Firefighters’ Retirement and Disability
Relief Fund (DC Fund) codified under D.C. Code Title V. However, during the interim period (January 1,
1984 through December 31, 1986), the decision to end DC Fund coverage had not been finalized and our
officers paid into both the DC Fund and FICA. When the final decision was made to implement FERS and
end the DC Fund coverage, Ml =5 inappropriately allowed to continue to make contributions
to the DC Fund. We believe this error was as a result of l\/—receiving law enforcement credit for
his prior service with the FPS for purposes of creditable law enforcement retirement time under Title V.
It was not until we reviewed his records in 2007 that we realized an error had occurred. As such, Mr.
—/as having retirement contributions deducted and credited towards a retirement annuity under
the DC Fund. He continued to make these contributions from the date of his hire (August 4, 1985) until

he was removed for cause from Federal government service on_
—d 19 years and 10 months of Federal service. However, to be

eligible for an annuity under D.C. Code Title V, Mr. Delullo required 20 years of credible law
enforcement servnce.—from the USPP, as credited with 17 years
and 4 months of service. The time that Mr orked for the was not considered law
enforcement service in accordance with 5 {c). Assuch, even if the FPS service had been
credited toward the 20 years of service, Mr as still 2 months short of the requirement.

l\-as removed from his position as a police officer with the USPP for cause as a result of
egregious misconduct on his part. challenged the removal action on appeal before the
Merits System Protection Board (MSPB). The MSPB upheld the agency’s decision to remaove M
without prejudice and his removal action was effective December 21, 2002.

M-contacted us in early 2004 to inquire why her husband’s service time was not credited
toward a retirement. We reviewed M-ervice history and determined that at the time of
separation, he was not eligible to receive an annuity as explained previously. At that time, we did not
provide Mr-with a written explanation and all communications with her was by telephone. To
the best of our recollections, M articipated in several of the telephone calls on an extension
phone. Mrmmsisted that the information that we provided was contrary to law and that she
had docum hat would prove that the USPP was acting contrary to rule and regulation. Mrs.

m agreed to provide us with a copy of the documentation. We agreed that we would review the
entation and initiate any changes in her husband’s status as deemed necessary. However,
approximately one month later, Mr alled and advised that she had sought legal counsel and

was directed not to provide the doc n to the agency. As a result, we informed Mr—
that our determination that her husband was not eligible for an annuity at the time of his remova

would stand.

M-inin‘ated another inquiry concerning her husband’s retirement benefits through the Office
of Inspector General, United States Department of the Interior in 2006. The inquiry was forwarded to us
for review and response. In a letter dated May 16, 2007, we advised Mr”of the same
information provided above, inclusive of the dates and periods of her husband's creditable law
enforcement service and other time not considered in accordance with 5 USC 8336 (c). We also advised
Mmhat her husband had been inappropriately placed under coverage with the DC Fund at the
time of his hire. We further advised her that MFould elect to have the agency amend the
retirement record to reflect the correct retiremen system, but alerted her that the financial burden
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associated with making this type of change could be overwhelming. At the time that the letter was
written, we informed her that V\Mmay have been eligible for a deferred annuity through the DC
c

Fund and that he should conta e for a determination. The contact information for the D.C.
Office of Pay and Retirement Services was provided. Apparently Mr-iid contact the office and
was advised that he was not eligible for a deferred annuity.

Also in the May 2007 letter, we advised Mr-hat her husband could invoke his rights under the
Federal Employees Retirement Coverage Corrections Act (FERCCA) and if he did so, he could optto
change his coverage for retirement purposes to FERS or could remain under Title V of the DC Code. We
advised her that the USPP would support whatever choice he made in terms of his retirement coverage
and alerted her to the possible financial consequences of a change . ay still invoke his
rights under FERCCA by forwarding in writing his intent to Ms. Joyce Sasser, our Human Resources
Officer. Ms. Sasser can be reached at: United States Park Police, Human Resources Officer, 1100 Ohio
Drive, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20024, or by email at Joyce Sasser@nps.gov.

In conclusion, when -was removed from his position as a Police Officer and from Federal
government service o for cause, he had 17 years, 4 months, and 18 days of
creditable law enforceM while working for the USPP) plus an additional 2 years, 5
months, and 12 days of other service (earned while working for the FPS). Under the provisions of the
D.C. Code Title V, an employee m 0 years of creditable law enforcement service to be eligible
for an annuity. Unfortunately, M relinquished his eligibility for a law enforcement retirement
under Title V when he was separated from employment for cause with less than 20 years of service. Mr.

ay still request a refund of the contributions that he made to the DC Fund during his service
Ime. He may contact Ms. Sasser in our Human Resources Office for assistance with initiating the
request.

As previously stated, we are not aware of any claims or complaints filed against or addressed to the
uspep b* We sincerely hope that the information contained herein provides you
with some Insight regarding M tirement and benefit status. If you have any additional

questions or if we can be of further assistance, please have a member of your staff contact Ms. Sasser in
our Human Resources Office at 202-619-7413.

Thank you for your interest in the United States Park Police.

Sincerely,
azzv‘éL

fé%lvatore R. Lauro

Chief of Police
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES PARK POLICE
Headguarters
11GG Ohio Dive. S W
Waslungton. D €. 20024

MAY 16 2007

INREPLY REFER TOr

Charles Town, WV 25414
Dear Mrs. DeLullo:

This letter is in response to your inquiry regarding the retirement coverage of your husband,
Mr. is a former Police Officer for the United States Park Police
0 was separated from the Force and Federal government service, on

In an effort to insure the accuracy ipformation being provided, we requested that
the Official Personnel Folder (OPF) for Mr be returned to the Force from tional
Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri. According to the information in MﬂPR a

summation of his Federal service would be:

- He accepted a Career Conditional Appointment (CCA), effective February 22, 1983, 1o
the position of Federal Protective Officer with the Federal Protective Service. He was
covered under the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS).

- He transferred to the Force, effective August 4, 1985, to the position of Private (Police
Officer). Due to the retirement transition period between 1984 and 1986
was covered under the District of Columbia Police and Firefighters Retirement and
Disability Fund (Fund).

Based on his retirement coverage with the Fund, while employed with the Force, he was
subject to the provisions of the statute codified under D.C. Code Title V. For retirement
purposes, he was specifically subject to Section 5-704 (e)(1) of the D.C. Code Title V, which
states in part, “A member shall be allowed credit for government service performed prior to
appointment [to the Force], if such member deposits a sum equal to the entire amount,
including interest (if any), refunded to him for such period of government service” The
purpose of this citation is to advise members of the Fund that in order to receive credit for prior
service, a deposit of the refunded service has to be made to the Fund. This type of deposit
would serve to enhance the member's annuity payment beyond the required 20 years of
creditable law enforcement service. At the time that Mrms separated from Federal
service, he only h 17 years, 4 months, and 17 days able law enforcement service.
Since Mr. ﬂd not make a deposit for the service he had with the FPS (2 years, 5
meonths, 13 days), this service would not have been creditable for retirement purposes. Had he
made the deposit, he still would not have been eligible for a law enforcement retirement
because as of the day of his separation, he only had d 10 months of total Federal
government service. In addition, at the time that Mdﬁ:;rkcd for the FPS, his service
was not considered law enforcement service in accordance with 5 USC 8336(c¢).

As previously mentioned, the Federal government went through a transition period between
January 1, 1984 and December 31, 1986. During this time, employees who transferred from
one agency to another and/or were newly hired were placed in offset retirement coverage
pending a determination of an official retirement system for employees hired after 1983. In
order to maintain full coverage under CSRS and/or the Fund, an employee needed to have at
least 5 years of creditable service as of December 31, 1986. In the case of Mr s of
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December 31, 1986, MlEshad total Federal service credit of 3 years, 10 months, and 9
days. Since he had less years of service, he should have been covered under the
Federal Employees’ Retirement System (FERS) beginning on January 1, 1987. Based on this
information, we have determined that Ml#u\l-‘:;‘ignappropriatcly placed under coverage
with the Fund. In determining this error, the agency should actually correct the mistake and
properly pla nder coverage with FERS. In all likelihood, when the correction is

made, M owe a substantial amount of money to the Force. If M as
received a re of his retirement contributions to the Fund, this will cause to

become more significant and complicated. In an effort to reduce the Mﬁt to M we

have determined that there may be a sanction that will benefit M d the agency.

Section 5-717, of D.C. Code Title V, states in part, “...any member,...who completes 5 years of
police or fire service and who is thereafter separated from his department, except for retirement
under 5-709, 5-710, or 5-712, shall be entitled to an annuity commencing on the 1t day of the
month during which such member attains the age of 55 or on the 1% day of the 1% month
beginning after such member’s separation from his department, whichever month occurs
later.” This statute allows for an employee covered by the Fund to apply for a deferred annuity
as long as the employee served under the Fund for at least 5 years prior to the employee’s
separation. In these instances, it is imperative that the affected employee not apply for a
refund of contributions because the D.C. Retirement Board does not allow for a redeposit for
such service. Even though as erroneously placed under coverage with the Fund,
we believe that by allowing apply for a deferred annuity under the Fund, this
will prevent the substantial financial burden that it will cost him for an error made during his
service period 20 years ago.

For the record, the Force does not concede nor imply tha_is entifled to a deferred
annuity as a result of the erroneous contributions that he made to the Fund. However, the
agency is supportive of the action in an effort to reduce the financial burden that would result
from a 20-year error. The D.C. Retirement Board has the ultimate review and decision
authority in this matter. 11 EEEESEEEEs interested in pursuing this issue, he should contact
the D.C. Pay and Retirement Member Services Office by calling (202) 741-8660. If necessary,
he may also contact Ms. Jacqueline Brown, Human Resources Specialist for the Force, by
calling (202) 619-7001. Ms. Brown will be able to verify his official coverage d
while he was employed by the Force. For the purposes of legality and integrity, m
have to make these recommended contacts personally. Neither of the offices mdicated will

“i:{[grmaﬁon or assistance regarding the deferred annuity to anyone other than Mr.
imself,

We appreciate your inquiry and hope for a favorable reply in support of M-

Sincerely,

Dwight E. Pettiford
Chief of Police
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SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

2ND DISTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA
202-225-2711

1 f the Hnited Stat
CoMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES nngrgzs n hB nt 2 a 25 4815 MAcCoRKLE Ave
. RANKING MEMBER CHARLESTON, WV 25304
SusCoMMITTEE o Housi s House of Representatives 304-925-5064
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION - 300 FOXCROFT AVE.
AND INFRASTRUCTURE MWashington, B.0. 20515-4802 sure 102
N ? MARTINSBURG. WV 25401
SeELECT COMMITTEE ON ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 204-264-8810

AND GLOBAL WARMING

December 10, 2010 WWW.HOUSE.GOV/CAPITO

Ms. Elaine Hackett
Congressional Liaison

National Park Service

U.S. Department Of The Interior
1849 C Street, NW, Room 7256
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Hackett:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr_who has

contacted my office for assistance. Enclosed, for your review, is a copy of the information I
received.

Any information or assistance that you can provide in this matter would be
deeply appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my office at
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102, Martinsburg, W.Va. 25401. You can also contact me by
phone at (304) 264-8810 or by fax at (304) 264-8815.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capito, M.C.

SMC:cws

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



PRIVACY ACT RELEASE FORM

Please return form to:

Congresswoman Shelley Moore Capito
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102
Martinsburg, WV 25401
Phone: 304-264-8810
Fax: 304-264-8815

As required by the Privacy Act of 1974, | authorize United State Representative Shelley Moore

Capito to obtain information from,any federal and/or state government records regarding me
in connection with my _Mq‘b‘()r)a.\‘ Qaf k. Suletaim or problem.

jd

E-mail Address:

Address
cioe L0 PO s WY zip: 25925

County: W%U Date of Birth:_

SSN: Claim #: 7

Please describe your problem and current status of your claim:
oo MG 5 A InTTENTIVE e solvee e Ploy e
Vilwius, A ol TeACHE av A PuBye STHEET Iv
MBS f0ly, Powep INTe THE el oF fud of,
e Deadiine T HE SMD He Didu T SEE
UY CAR, AenD oF i, 0 Me WA i taWe | AL
OUT HE QA M RRu, BUT 4 MO AR (D)1 Hitve
REXEWED NOMiNG 1 WETING . oAy cOUUEIT PRo »
He vk aus SFadsT s WOt cougo L. [l
N2 ©of He LuwAound + e AT




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
National Capial Region
1100 Ohio Drive, S.W.

INREPLY REFER TO Washingion, D.C. 20242

TR

(Y OHN : 20”

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
Member, U.S. House of Representatives
300 Foxcroft Avenue, Suite 102
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401

Dear Ms. Capito:
concerning his claim under the provisions of the Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA).

n August 5, 2010, his parked car was struck and damaged by a vehicle operated by a National
Park Service employee.

Thank iou for your letter dated December 10, 2010, regarding your constituent, M_

Our administrative claim file conceming this incident indicates th_nsumncc
company contacted our claims office shortly after the incident prompting our August 10, 2010
letter transmitting forms and filing information to initiate a claim under the provisions of the
FTCA. A copy of our letter is enclosed.

On September 2, 2010, a claim initiated by RMIENE was received in our claims office on

September 13, 2010. f\“claim was processed and an investigative report was hand
delivered to our Solicitor's o1nce eptember 22, 2010. The Solicitor’s office bas, by statutc,
6 months to initiate a claim settlement. On December 21, 2010, a certified letter was forwarded

tc including a voucher for payment in the amount of $2,795.34. A copy of the
letter 1s enclosed.

Based upon our review of the administrative claim file, we believe the claim was appropriatcly
and timely processed.

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me or Peter A, Gentite,
Claims Specialist at (202) 354-1830.

Sincerely,
—Etaﬁ.,{ D M
Regional Director, National Capital Region

Enclosurcs
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Data Tracking System (DTS)

Scarch Results

LS. Departiment of the Interior
Application: DTS | Username: robert__howarth@ioadoi.gov] Office: OES-Howarth/202-208-4451 | Today's Date: 02/14/2013

Data Tracking Help

DTS-Search Results-11 Records

Search Reports

DCN Orig. Office To {Recipient) From (Author) Lead Action Office Sig. Level Subject Input Date Due Date
ESQ- OES. Ken Salazar Harry Reiq, SIO Secretary’s Invitation to An Evening of 04/27/2012 06/11/2012
00037981 TimFeeney/202- Mitch Signature Remembrance in support of the

208-6701 MecConnell Flight 93 National Memorial.
ESO- OES- Ken Salazar Mitch BLM Appropriate Senator McConnell (KY) on 02/22/2012 03/21/2012
00036079  Cannuscio/202- McConneil Action  behalf of constituent, Mr, James
208-2443 Booth (CEO of Argus Energy),
on the Final LUA/EIS for East
Lynn Lake coal lease application.
ESO- OES- Christopher  Mitch OSM Direct  Senator McConnell on 05/26/2011 08/24/201 1
90029202  Cannuscio/202- Mansour McConnell Response b f consﬁtuentk
208-2443 ﬂﬁ Prestonburg, KY,
regarding property damage from
abandoned mine near his home.
ESO- OES- Christopher  Mitch BLM Direct  Senator Mitch McConn. 11/16/2010 12/15/2010
90023455  Cannuscio/202- Mansour McConnell Response wr . constituent%
208-2443 s allegations against
BLM's Red Rock Canyon NCA
campground.
ESO- OES- Christopher  Mitch SI0-Exsec Direct  re: acquisition process for 09/22/2010 10/21/2010
00021958  Burley/202-513- Mansour McConnell Response government land to use as a
0705 community no-charge cemotery
ESO- OES- Christopher  Mitch Fws Direct  On behalf o 01/12/2010 02/23/2010
00012124 TimFeeney/202- Mansour MeConneli Response regarding a;Wna(
208-6701 was confiscated by an FWS
wildlife inspector on November
12, 2009.
ESO- OES- Darren Pete  Mitch BlA Direct  On behalf of constituent, Ms. 07/15/2009 08/12/2009
00008199  Richardson/202- McConneli Response sesking
208-3181 mation in obtaining
verification and documentation of
her listing on a Native American
roll.
ESOQ- OES- Ken Salazar Mitch FWS Direct  On behalf of Dr. Gary Ransdell, 06/17/2009 07/16/2009
00005230 TimFeeney/202- McConnell Response President of Western Kentucky
208-6701 University, who is concerned that
White Nose Syndrome might
affect bat populations in
Kentucky.
ESQ- OES- Mitch OSM Direct  abandoned mine hazarg 05/08/2009 06/08/2009
00004090  Ingersoll/202- McConnell Response
208-7612
ESO- OES-Ennis/202- Ken Salazar Mitch OSM Direct  Valiey View Ridge 04/24/2009 05/21/2009
00003586 208-5291 McConnell Response
ESQ- OES- Ken Salazar Mitch NPS Direct  Sen McConnell supports the 02/02/2009 02/17/2009
00000268 TimFseney/202- McConnsll Response application submitted by the City
208-6701 of Prestonsburg, Kentucky for
funding under the Save
America's Treasures Grant.
Seeks 10 presarve the West
Prestonburg Bridge.
https://dis.fws.gov/dts/sioSearch.do 2/14/2013
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ESO- OES-Long/202- Ken Salazar U.S Capitol §10-Scheduling  Appropriate Invitation - The U.S Capitol  08/24/2012
00041050 208-3181 Historical Action  Historical Society invites
Society Secretary Salazar to their

50th anniversary celebration
and presentation of the 2012
Freedom Award to Ken
Burns, September 20, 2012
at 6:30pm,
ESO- OES- Ken Salazar Capitol 810-Scheduling  Appropriate Invitation for Secretaryto ~ 05/21/2012
00038418 Dinkins/202- Concerts Action  attend The National
208-7612 Memorial Day Concert

ESO- OES- Ken Salazar Bill Shuster, BLM Secretary's 32 Congressional Natural ~ 01/05/2011 01/20/2011
00024697 Cannuscio/202- Bob Signature Gas Caucus members urge
208-2443 Goodiatte, no new regulations on
Christopher hydraulic fracturing process
Lee, Cynthia untit EPA's 2010-2012 study
Lummis, Dan is completed.
Boren, Dan
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Thompson,
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Altmire,
Jason
Chaffetz, Jim
Bunning, Jim
Matheson,
John
Barrasso,
John Salazar,
Mark Critz,
Michael Enzi,
Michael
Simpson,
Mike
Coffman,
Orrin Hatch,
Paul Broun,
Rick Boucher,
Rob Bishop,
Robert
Bennett,
Shelley
Capito, Tim
Holden, Tim
Murphy
Shelly Capito NPS

Shelly Capito NPS

https://dts.fws.gov/dts/sioSearch.do

Direct Powder River Basin and
Response Federal Coal Leasing

Further inquiry regarding
Responseﬁsand his
status in the US Park Police

Page 2 0f 2

09/22/2010 10/06/2010

Program

01/27/2010 02/26/2010

retirement system. Includes
copy of response from DC
Office of Pay and
Retirement Systems.
equest - 07/27/2009 09/17/2009
Mould like to meet
with Secretary Salazar to
discuss systemic violations
by USPP of OPM, OMB, and
FOIA, Record Keeping
Rules and Retirement and

2/14/2013
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bt p e e Ghpte lllar, Mice-Chairwoman
& RUG-5 PM rgzri: e Hignile Helntash
3 Jerry WSty
lames 0. ‘Ritchie

dohreFanAmis, Supenntendent

Jdonnny:Weaon, AagisteniiBupeariniengant
Tim:Grawine, Board:Atomey
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Telaphonw AUGABHERIE oy BOBAHEHRN12

July 26, 2011
‘Senatorivlitch: McConnsl)

610 Russell Senate Office Bdilding
Washington, D:C, 20510
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Issue now isn't close to being Tesolved. Supposedly the mine reclamation officigls (stateand federal) are
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ox the. basic of zacs. cofoy, nefiona! origis, soyaqeorifisability,
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Deceniber:l, 2011 e
The Honordble Michael L. Connor
Commissionoer
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Thark you for your time and assistance. 1dook forward to receiving YOUr IESPIONSE.
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RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
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] el
February 25, 2005 {)\ o -(’ g
sl
M. David L. Bernhardt
Director : . .
Office Of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior
Mailstop 6242
1849 C Strest N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240 i P
: = 2
Dear Mr. Bernhardt: % B @
o — 1 c
e : ; e -
1 am writing on behalf of a constituent who has contacted me regarding the K entacky §uf;£|ace“° ™1
Coal Mining Permit #895-0150. I would appreciate your review and responss to my e & '<,_ﬂ
comstituent's concerns. ; rE B W
z =
I have enclosed & copy of my constituent's correspondence, for your information. Pleaggdirect™
any inquiries and all relevant information to Pamela Simpsen it my Weshington, D.C. olfice.
Thapk you for your time and assistance. 1 will look forward to receiving your response.
Sincerely,
MITCH McCONNELL i om ‘
UNITED STATES SENATOR e =
MM/PS
?ﬁ z;mm %E:% ]3%: :m:::an %:%_g:sgm«: ;nnfe :;:r;&;;u BAAIN m BROADWAY z;;;ian::::;ms BulLDING
e LI L IR o O e

(270) 4424354
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To: Secretary of the Interior
Gale A. Norton
Department of the Interior
1849 C Strest, N'W,
Washington DC 20240

Subj: Kentucky Surface Coal Miniqg Permit # 895-0150

Ref Public Law 95-87
Kentucky Revised Statutes Chapter 250,00

Permit # 895-0150

Owasley County Map 13
Deed: Recorded in desd book 74-page 341 Owsley County court houise 22, July 2000,

Meadam Secretary,

The information here I belive needs your immediate attention. What you will fined here is of
grave imporstances to the citizen of Kentucky. First of all I need to give you & brief review of the
circumstances conceming my compleint of penuit # 895-0150. The bottom line is that the State
ilegally gave 2 permit to Sturgeon Mining Co,. of Bearyville, Ky, to strip mine & property that the
owner had not given permission te do so, They Removed all the trees and coal from the property.

SEC 101, The Congress finds and declanes that -

(c) many surface mining operations result in disturbances of surface areas that burden and
adversely affect commerce and the public welfare by dastroying or diminishing the utility of land
far commercial, industrial, residential, recreatiopal, agricultural, and foresiry purposes, by cRuSIDE,
erosion and leadslides, by conuibuting to flaads, by polluting the water, by destroying fish and
wildlife habitats, by impairing natural beauty, by damaging the propesty of citizens, by creating
hazards dangerous to life and property by degreding the quality of life m local communities, a0d
by counteracting governmenzal programs and efforts to conserve sail, water, and other natural
resourcas;

SEC, 102. It is the purpase of this Act 10 -

(=) establish a nationwide program to protect society and the environment from the adverse
effscrs of surface coal mining operations;
&Y
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Naote: The State of Kentucky is part of this nationwide program. But yau would never
inaw it with the problems that we the citizens have seen ixt the zase of permit # 895-0150.

(b) assure that the rights of surface landowners and other persons with a legal interest in the fand
or appurtenances thereto areg fully protected from such operations;

Note: They have failed to ix the case of permit # 895-0150. One landowner whose property
was in the CENTER of the permitted site did not give their permission to enter or mine
coal op their land, Now they will have to take civil aetion hecause the State did not do their

job as per Public Law 25-87 & Kentucky Revised Statutes Chapter 350.00

(c) assure that surface ntining operations are not conducted where reclamation as required by this
Act is pot fessible;

Note: This permit ghonid have never been approved. ’fhe land cannot be reclaimed as
required by this Act. It was not feasible before, and is not feasible now.

(d) assure that surface coal mining operations are 50 conducted as to protect the enviranment,

' Notes This strip mining operation did massive snvironmental damiages to the property and
the water way that rums though the property. The operation nme Lo with in 10 fect of the
strear. ;

(e} assure that adequate procedures ase undertaken to recizim surfice arens asontemporaneousty
as possible with the surface coal mining opesations;

Note; This has not taken place. The fact is that this has createL o situgition where much

run off including muddy debris is dumping directly into the adjoining stream and the hill
sides axe sliding. This bas created 2 substautial bealth and safety rizk for the public, plas

an environmental xisk if this problem is not corrected. |
(£) assure that the coal supply essential to the Nation's energy reqwlaments, and to its sconomic

and socjal weli-being i5 provided and strike 2 bulance hetween protection of the environment and
agrioultural producrivity and the Natian's pecd for coal as an essential sourcw of energy;

Note: There was no balance here.
(i) assure that appropriate procediues are provided for the public participarion in the
development, revision, and enforcement of regulations, standards, reciamarion plans, or programs
established by the Secretary or any State under this Act
Note: The State has not and apparently will not.

{2)
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Op 2-6-05 at 2:30 pm I called a Mr Charles Oldham at Division of Mine Permits #2 Hudson
Hollow Rd, Frankfort, KY 40601 10 check on some information that they had requested. At this
time he toid me that my lettes to Ms. Perry Johnson, was not of any frelp to me. Heinformed me
{hat hecanse of my lerter in response to ber letter of 2-03-2005 resulted in the acting director &
Mir. Johmson instructed that ALL ELECTRUNIC AND PAPER FORM CONTACT FROM ME
OR TG ME WAS TO BE REMOVED FROM ALL STATE DOCUMENTS AND THAT INO
1ONGER EXSESTED. I stated to Mr. Oidhan that T s=ot the Jecter To alert all that sommething
~was wrong here, Mr Oldham informed me that 1 had to understand that the laws do not apply 1n
Fastern Kentucky. That is a fact that I have to live with. That all the power is i the Fiscal
Caurts, that is the law in Easten KY and the fact iz it makes no difference what The law szys
under ERS. 350, that they do things by a memo that was sent down by the late director, He also
stated thet I shouldn't botber with any Stave Reps because they don't care about them. Get in
tauch with your Congressman, they will only listen to them because that it were the money comes

from.

(m) wherever neessary, ezercise the full reach of Federal 'eunstkmtiog‘ ai powers to
insure the protection of the pubjjc interest through effective control of surface coal

- miping operations.
Note: There was no effective control of this miming operation. |It i gm!‘ 2 to exercise the full
reach of Federal constitutional powers. 3

Below are just a few of the Kentucky Revised Statutes that address tﬁé problem and are also
pari of Public Law 95-87. 1 |

1 A W KRS, 350.085 Denial of permits and opesations =~ Dela:irn of de aress.

(3) Subjest to valid existing rights no surface coal mining o except those which existed
on or before Aungust 4, 1977, shall be permitred within three hmd (3):3%] faet from any
occupied dwelling unless waived by the owuer, nor within three hy dredl(sm) faet of eny public
building, school, church, community, orminstitutional building, publlic park, or within one hundred
(100) feet of a cametery. The cabinet shall not issue a permit IFft ﬁnﬁj‘slthat the operatjon wil
constifuie a hazard to or do physical damage to 2 dwelling house, public buiiding, school, elwreh,
semetery, commercial or jnstitutional building, publ . lake, ‘or other public property.
The cabinet shall delete the aress from the pexmit application or operation,

Note: ‘The public road is gone and the mining operation came to wiihin 10 feet of the
stream. The cabinet elther did not delete the areas from the permit sppiieation or the
permittee just ignored ft.

@
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(4) Subject to valld exisrigg 7i no surface coal mining Operations exoept thase which existed
an or before August 4, 1977, sball te permuitted within o0 bundred (1Qd{)5f& of the outside

it -of-way ling o iblic yoad, except where mine access roads or haulage roads join the
right-of-way line. cahinet shall permit the reads 1o be relocated o1 ﬂéa area affected 1o lie
within one hundred (100) feet of the road if, after public notice and oppartunity for public hearing
in the locality, & written finding is made that the interest of the public and the affected land owner
will be protected. :

Note: The Public road is gane and the mining operatian destroyed the land of said land
owner and the coal under the 1/2 muile of missing rogd was so mined. The road can not be
restored to it's approximate origiual contour and this will jand lock ﬁslnirl Innd owner wiose
property was mined gnd destroyed with ont their consent. | j

|
1 A, W: KRS. 350.060 Permit requirement — Coptents of application -- Fee - Bond --
Exemptions - Adminismative regulations - Successtve renewsl ~ Auges rining of previously

mined ares -- Bxempt operations,

(2) No permit or revision application shall be spproved unless the application, affirmatively
demonstrates, and the cabinet finds in writing on the besis of the nformation set forth m the
application ar from. information prherwise available, that the permit application is accurate and
complete and that all the requirexeents of this chapter have been complied with.

Note: Just a check with the connty P.V.A on thix application would have identified the
inaccuracy of the application as to the frue awner of the property that was in the center of
this permis request. Ref: Owsley County Map 13 Parcel # 6. Deed: Recorded in desd book
74-page 341 Dwiley County court honse 22, July 2004. Also Parcel # 7 belonging to
someone ather than what is listed on the application.

LA W: KRS, 350.010 Definitions for chapter,

{15) "Approximate otiginal contour” means that surface configuration achieved by backfilling and
prading of the mined a7ea so that the reclaimed arca, including any tefracing or access roads,

8¢ : 3] surfa néiquration of the Jand prior to minine apd blends into and
complements the drajnage partorn of the surounding terrain, with all ighwalls and spoil piles
eliminzted; water impoundments may be permitted where the cabinet determines that they arein
compliance with KRS 350.455;

Note: Original contonz of this property ean no isnger be found. It bas been destroyed. A
parced of benutiful pristine woodiands with terracing and a waterfndls is lost forever. The
day we honght this land my wife said. "This will be ome piece of property that they will
never ",

)
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" SEC. 701, For the purposss of this Act - (29) “unwarranted failure to comgply” means the fa'du're
/' of a permittee to preven: the eoourrencs of any violation of his permit or uny requiement of this

Y, | A due to indifference, lack of diligence, or lack of reasonable care, or the failure to abate any
' violation of uch permit or the Act due 1o indifference, lack of diligence, or iack of reasonsble

/ cere; ;
' " a5 caretakers of the public trust, government officials can affect the fimances and lives af its
citizenry everyday.” ;

Tn closing T will say that SEC. 201 & SEC. 521 of Public Law 95-87 needs to be epplied with
the fll reach of Federal constitutional powers. 1 have additiopal information if requirad. " have

no financial mterest in this marter.”

cc. Semator Mitch MoConnell
Senator Jim Bunning
Congressman Harold Rogers
Congressmen Ben Chandler
Offics of Surface Mining

()
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March 27, 2009 P(/

The Honorable Ken Salazar

Secretary of Interior

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Secretary Salazar:
1 write on behalf of Perry County Judge Executive Denny Ray Noble who has contacted me

regarding Valley View Ridge in Perry County, Kentucky. Judge Noble believes this area poses a
risk to area residents. 1 would appreciate your review and response to my constituent's questions

and concerns.

1 have enclosed 2 copy of his correspondence, for your information. Please direct any inquiries
and all relevant information to Allison Thompson in my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you for your time and assistance. I will look forward to receiving your response.
Sincerely,
c

MITLH McCONNELL
UNITED STATES SENATOR

MM/at

Ff}Il'VH-:’"J (i} 3idw enny Dh606H

i R et L

FEDERAL BULDING 1885 Dhxie HIGHWAY 771 Conrgnatr Dave 300 SoutH Mam B07 WesT BaoaDway FHOFESSIDNAL ARTS BUILDING
281 EAST MAN STRET Sune 345 Surte 10E Sum: 310 Suite 630 2320 BROADWAY

Roow 102 Fort WeigHT, KY 41011 LExXiNGTDH, KY 40503 Lownoon, KY 40741 Louwiswiiey, KY 40202 Suitr 1D0

Bowuing Gaeew, KY 42900 1859) 576-0188 1858} 22¢-828% 1606) 854-202E {502} 582-53D4 PapucaH, KY 42007

(270} 181-1673 (270) A42~4554
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February 6, 2002 do4-204-8310
WWW_HOUSE. QOV/cAPITO

Ms. Gale Norton, Sectetary
U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW. = . 5. .
Washington, D.C. 20240-0001

Dear Secretary Norton,

| enthusiastlcally support the Kanawha County Comimiisslon's Abandoned Mlnhe
Lands Grant Award, which will fund the Pond Gap, West Virginla water project.

This grantaward ($1,778,480.00) is vital to the fartillles of Pond Gap, West Virglnia.
They have a great need for clean water service to Increase the quality of their lives.
An additional $113,520.00 will be added by West Virginia — Atetican Water
Company as sooh as the AML grant toney is awarded.

| ask tf;at these AML grant monles be awarded soof as the rieed Is Immediate In
Porid Gap, West Virdihia. If you heed addltional Inforthation, please cohtact Fred Hill
in my Charlestoh disttict office at (804) 925-5964, or fesl free to czll Kanawha County

Commissioner Kent Garper at (304) 357-0101.

Tharik you very much for your time and attentlon to thls matter. | look forward to
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Cap

Member of Congress

SMC:bth  VIdVi3unis 3
St 1 =0 33!4553?3”

o ﬁr:vézarpcﬁrﬁy& rgrglélﬂ éU R 8 i-é B gs -

Dave Hatdy, P
Henry ‘Hoppym3a

PAINTED ON RECYGLED PAPER
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON
FEB 2 b 2002
Hororable Shelley Moote Capito
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
Deat Ms, Moore; -

Thartk you for your recent letter concerning Abandoned Miie Lands Grant Award
motties for Pond Gap, West Vitginia, which I received on February 26, 2002.

I sincerely appreciate your ititerest in this matter, and I am referring your lettet to
the appropriate metnber of my staff for response. You will hear from us again in
the hear future,

Your intetest in the Department of the Intetior is appreciated. Please let me know
whenever I can be of assistance.

Sincetely,

At

Gale A. Norton

@92 "'ON ' WSO/S¥d  WdB2:v  2002°v "udi



MITCH McCONNELL REPUBLICAN LEADER
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COMMITTEES:
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(202) 224-2541
RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

January S5, 2010

Mr. Christopher Mansour

Director

Oftice Ot Congressional and Legislative Affairs
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street N.W.

Room 6256

Washington, DC 20249

Dear Mr. Mansour:

This letter is in reference to Mrs. _ She contacted my office regarding her request
for assistance in obtaining a confiscated ivory bracelet she inherited from her deceased mother-in-
law, stil’or your convenient reference, I have enclosed a copy of her

correspondence.

Since | want to be responsive to all constituent inquiries, your prompt consideration, findings and
views concerning the enclosed will be greatly appreciated. I look forward to hearing from you at
your earliest convenience.

Please send your response to my state office at 601 West Broadway, Suite 630, Louisville,
Kentucky 40202. It should be sent to the attention of Mr. Patrick T. Foster. He can be reached at
(502) 582-6304 for further information.

Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

MITCH McCONNELL

UNITED STATES SENATOR

MM/ptf
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Washington, D.C. 20240

In Reply Refer To:

FWS/LE DCN 043688 FEB 24 2000

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
United States Senate

601 West Broadway, Suite 630
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

Dear Senator McConnell:

Thank you for your letter of January 5, 2010, to Mr. Christopher Mansour, Director of the
Department of the Interior’s Office of Congressional and Legislative Affairs, regarding the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) seizure of a walrus ivory bracelet belonging to your
constituent, M

This bracelet, which was imported into the United States from Poland via personal
accompanying baggage, was detained on import by Service wildlife inspectors in Chicago
because Service regulations implementing the Marine Mammal Protection Act (50 CFR 18)
prohibit the importation of marine mammals or marine mammal products. This prohibition
applies to personal items made from marine mammal parts (such as walrus ivory) as well as
commercial imports.

A Notice of Seizure and Proposcd Forfeiture was sent to Ms_m October 14, 2009. This
notice explained Ms. [l right to seek return of the ivory bracelet by filing a petition for
remission of forfeiture for review by the Department of the Interior’s Solicitor’s office. The
Solicitor’s office independently reviews such petitions and determines whether mitigating
circumstances justify the return of seized property.

Ms.-submined a petition for remission of forfeiture to the Service on November 19,
2009, and that petition was forwarded to the field Solicitors office in Minneapolis for review.
Earlier this month, workload issues prompted that office to transfer Ms s petition to the
field Solicitor’s office in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for review and disposition.

After this office completes its review of the information provided by Msnd the
Service, it will make a determination as to whether return of the ivory bracelet is warranted and
notify Ms. n writing as to this decision. The Solicitor’s communication will include a
complete explanation of the decision. Review of a petition for remission of forfeiture typically
takes approximately three months, although some determinations may require additional
processing time.



The Honorable Mitch McConnell

(€]

The petition for remission process provides outside review of Service enforcement actions and
helps protect the rights and interests of property owners. If you have additional questions about
this matter, please contact me or Special Agent in Charge Gregory Jackson, who oversecs our
law enforcement operations in the Midwest, at (612) 713-5320.

Sincerely,

P

Benito A. Perez
" Chief, Office of Law Enforcement

Copy to your Washington Office
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Mr. Christopher Mansour

Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of the Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C Street Nw

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Mansour:

I am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mu— who has asked me for
assistance. Enclosed is a copy of my original inquiry which includes Mr s Privacy Act
Release Form that further explains his situation as wel) as additional emails.

Please provide me with a status of his claim. The last information [ received indicated
that your office was waiting on a response from the U.S. Park Police. Also, 1 would welcome any
repoits of further progress on the case.

Any information or assistance you can provide on the matter would be deeply
appreciated. Please mail all correspondence regarding this inquiry to my District office al 4815
MacCorkle Ave., SE. Charleston, WV 25304, You can also contact me by phone at (304) 925-
5964 or by fax at (304) 926-8912.

Sincerely,

g% ‘E ég: P

Shelley Moore Capfto
Member of Congress

SMC:KV
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Mr, Matt Eames

Dircector of Congressional and Legislative Aftairs
U.S. Department of Interior

Mail Stop 6242

1849 C St, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Eamcs:

I am writing on bchalf of my constituent, who has asked me for
assistance.  Attached you will find a copy of Mr. s Privacy Act Release form and
supplemental information that cxplains his situation.

Any information or assistance you can provide on this matter would be deeply
appreciated. The address for my District Office is 4815 MacCorkle Ave., SE Charleston, Wesl
Virginia 25304. You can also contact me by phone at 304-925-5964 or by fax at 304-926-8912.

1 appreciate your assistance and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capito
Member of Congress

SMC: KV

Enclosure
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Tim West

Congressional Liaison Officer
U.S.G.S. National Center
Room 7A418, Mail Stop 119
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192

Dear Mr. West,

Recently constituents of mine, [l " G- contacted my
office with concerns regarding the USGS Leetown Science Center in Kearneysville, WV.
After reviewing the request, | have forwarded his letter to you so it may be handled more
directly.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please address you response
directly to Ms. - and Mr. - The address is: —,
Kearneysville, WV 25430-3803. If you have any questions, please feel free to call my
office at 202-225-2711.

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore
Member of Congre&ss

SMC:VKG
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| From: "Write your representative" <writerep@heoc-t2kwww1.house.gov>
Date: 10/24/2010 11:31:05 AM

To: "Rep. Shelley Moore Capito" <wv02ima@mail.house.gov>

| Cc:

Subject: WriteRep Responses

DATE: October 24, 2010 11:15 AM
NAME:
ADDR1:
ADDR2:
ADDRS3:
CITY: Kearneysville
STATE: West Virginia
| ZIP: 25430-3803
PHONE: 6

EMAIL

msg:

| Please find out why the USGS Leetown Science Center coldwater fish lab in Leetown WV is building a 6 foot plus wire on
| top fence between their unused woods and my farm. It impedes the migration of wildlife, affects our hunting, and destroys
. the rual view. The USGS does nothing on that wooded land, and none of us neighbors trespass on their land. My horses

| have never escaped to their land and my neighbors' crops do not have legs. Horses and crops are not terrorists yet this
fence is the sort one would build against major threats. For fish? Please! | don't want my tax dollars going to such

i foolishness. Where was the community communication and soliciatation of comments? The environmental impact

| statement? The outright stupidity check? When | trail ride around my farm | do want to see this. What will they do with the
| trapped deer?

| Sincerely,

!

http://wv02dc:800/I1Q/view eml.aspx?rid=2582163&01d=325336 11/12/2010





