
(:ongrcss of tl)c i&tnitcb ~tatcs 
masbington, i)f,C 20510 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
Department ofthe Interior 
1849 C Street N W 
Washington, DC 20240 

The Honorable Michael L. Connor 
Commissit;ner 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Department of the Interior 
!849 C Street NW 
Washington. DC 20240 

July 22, 20 ll 

The Honorable Jacob Lew 
Director 
The Office of Management 
725 l7tt' Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Secretary SalaL..ar, Dircc10r Lew. and Commissioner Connor: 

Budget 

As you plan for budget allocations for Fiscal Year 20 I 2 and beyond, we !write to urge you 
to provide tbe highest possible level of funding for the Lewis & Clark Regional ~atcr System 
(LCRWS). We also request a joint meeting with afl of you to discuss a path lanyard in ensuring 
this important project receives higher consideration when determining the Admilnistmtiotfs 
infrastwcture funding priorities. 

We were disappointed at the FYI! level of funding lOr Lewis and Clar~ ~egional Water 
System. which barely keeps the project's lights on and does nothjng to move 1h9 project fonvard 
in any way. We were also disheartened to see (hat the Administration's budget rfCOmmemiation 
for FY 1.2 included only $493,000, a level that would bring new constn~ction to <f complete halL 
In add1!10n to the recent budget numbers. we were concerned that fundmg rcquektcd lor 
congressionally authorized rural water supply projects was reduced so drastica!Jf· in comparison 
with other Bureau of Reclamation activities. 

. . 1~s we have. previously diswsse? with y~.u an?. your s:a. lT .•. this a. uth~r. iz .. e~ proJc.ct is 
cnta:allor econormc development and JOb creallon. f he JBS pork proccssmg p1um m 
Worthington. Minnesota is one ofthe largest in the nation and has wanted to ex11and its 
operations ior several years. llowevcr. those plans have been delayed because the city cannot 
provide additional \Vater. i 

In Madison, South DakottL Mayor Gene llcxom has said the city would I ot be abk to 
acco.mmodate the '. vater needs of a major business or industry looking to relocatf to that area. 
These examples reflect a chilling dTect on economic development e!lorts and thf cxp;.msion or 
value~added agriculture. ' 



. . LCR WS shows great promise for economic development. A dairy plant ~hose to locate 
m Hull.lowa based upon an ··emergency connection .. \Vith LCRWS and the pro111ise of a 
permanent water supply in the f11ture. The plant currently employs l 00 people in a town with 
less than 2,000 residents and is expected to increase to 135 jobs later this year.· -~hrough the jobs 
it will create during construction, and the countless economic development oppo unities it will 
create once the water starts flowing, this project will have a huge economic bene u on the tri~ 
state region, which is why each of us beiieves it is critical that the pr~ject receiv consistent and 
prioritized funding from the Bureau of Reclamation. · 

We certainly u_nd~':tand the seve~e ?ud~et constraints facing our count_ry [and appreci.ate 
the need to balance pnonttes. However, It ts dtfficult to understand how a proJeOt such as th1s ~ 
on~ that has been uutho~ized. whose li.)ca! mel~b.ers and three state partners hav~ I prepaid 99% .or 
then· c. ost sh.are.{a c. ombmed total of$l5J.5 maBton), and h<s shown such prom1~se for ecmm.ml.c 
development- would receive such inadequate funding. 

Ai1er we met with OMB to discuss fimding for LCRWS last fall, we a.<;k d you to provide 
us with a list of new starts projects recommended by OMB in the coming iiscal ·ear. lt would 
seem to us that funding a project that is 50 percent complete, that wiU provide dr~nking water to 
over 300,000 people in t. hree states, an. d tha. t shows such promise in cre.31ing nel. 'jobs should be 
a higher priority than projects that have not yet begun. 

It is in that spirit we would like to further discuss this issue \Vith you. Ot~r schedulers 
be in contact with your staff to detem1inc a time when all of you can be available for this 
importan! discussion. 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

25'---£2· . L~ ~Johnson 
United Stat . enator 

f\~\~ 
Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senator 

Sincerely. 

United State, Senator 



,...,--~~-

Knsti Nocm 
Member of Congress 

DfJLtos 



Cltongress of tbe Wniteb ~tatcs 
1l!Wasbing:ton, ZOe&: 20510 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
Department of the Interior 
1849C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

The Honorable Sally Ericsson 
Director for Natural Resource Programs 
The Office of Management and Budget 
725 17'h Street. NW 
Washington DC 20240 

January 19. 20 I 2 

The llonorabk Michael L. Connor 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W 
Washington DC 2(1240 

Dem Secretary Salazar, Commissioner Connor and Director bicsson: 

Thank you for meeting with us to discuss the critical importance of the L~wis and Clark 
Regional Water System (LCRWS) project for the residents and businessc~ of Eastern South Da'kota. 
Northwestern Iowa and Southwestern Minnesota. 

As we discussed during the meeting, the Fiscal Year 2012 Department of Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation budget request of $493.000 for LCRWS is completely inade'-1uate ,.t\.t that level ,)f 
funding. the project would never be compleled as the mounting costs due £\1 inflation would far 
exceed this level of annual federal resources. 

!n addition, the three s_lates and focal partners have alreaJy paid Q9.7 percent ofthe state and 
local share of the project leaving LCRWS completely dependent upon federal fu~ds t0 make progress 
and complete the project Cmnpounding the lack of federal funds are the millions of dollars in 
additional costs to the communities we represent because this project is 110t yet cqmplete. 

In the FY2012 Omnibus Appropriations 1\cL Congress provided $30 million m additional 
funding for ongoing work t•n authorized rural water projects. The Coni"erence Report indudt·s 
language describing Congr~ssional intent for the allocation of these addi11onal resources to. •·advance 
and complete ongoing work, improve water supply reliability. improve water delivenes. enhance 
regional or local economic Je-veloprnent promote job growth or for critical 
backlog maintenance and rehabilitatiOn activities: · 

The state and community panncrs of LCRWS share the conccm~ that are outlined b)' the 
Conference Report language. Ho"'e-...er, we stress that the Department of lntenor and Bureau of 
Reclamation consider other !actors in allocating and prioritizing limited !cdcral resources across the 
auth€lrized rural water pr~jecls. These additional fac10rs include percent of the state and local share 
that has been pre-paid. and !he antictpmed numher of people expected to ~c served by the project 
once complete. 



I 
I 

We look forvvard to reviewing report, which is due on January 22, 20!2, on how the $30 
:nillion in additional resources for ongoin? .work are to be d~stributed that ~eets he. factors ouilined 
m the Conference Report but also the addtllonal fact.ors outlmed above. whtch w d1scussed at our 
Nove. mber meeting. We also hope that the FY20 13 budget reflects our. discussi~11s about better 
prioritization when it comes to maximizing taxpayer dollars, and provides LCR S with a level of 
funding to advance the project in a meaningful way. 

Thank you again for your time and attention to the Lewis and Clark Regi~nal Water System. 
This: project is a priority for the communities we represent, and we look forward o continuing to 
work closely with you to ensure it receives appropriate levels of funding this yea • in FY2013 
each and every year until the project is completed. 

Sincerely, 

A lL\~ 
Amy~ 
United States Senator 

~~~ 
Charles Grassley 1 

United States Senato 

• 
Tom Harkin Tim Johnson 
United States Senator United States Senator 

tlft•• ••.• ......•. 
AI Franken 

United States Senator 

A~h 
Steve King 'fim Walz 
Member of Congress Member of Congres 

~~ 
Kristi Noem -
Member of Congress 



• 

€-ongreuu of tbt Wnltell ~tate~ 
·~~ington. m~ 205\0 

The Honorable Ken Salazar 
Secretary 
Department of the lnlerior 
1849 C Street. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 

The Honorable Sally EricsStJn 
Director for Natural Resource Programs 
The Office of Management and Budget 
725 l7'n Street. NW 
Washington DC 20240 

January 19.2012 

The Honorable Michael L. Connor 
Commissioner 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Department ofthe Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 

Oem Secretary Salazar, Commissioner Connor and Director Ericsson: 

Thank you for meeting with us to discuss the critical importance of the L¢wis and Clark 
Regional Water System (LCRWS) project for the residents and businesse~ of Eastern South Dakota, 
Northwestern Iowa and Southwestern Minnesota. 

As we discussed during the meeting, the Fiscal Year 20 12 Department of Interior Bureau {)f 
Reclamation budget request of$493.000 for LCRWS is c~mpJetely inadequate. At 4'tat level of 
funding, the project would never be completed as the mounting costs due to inflation W<'uld far 
exceed this le"el of annual federal resources. 

!n addition, the three s~ates and local partners have already paid 99.7 percrnt of the ~tate and 
local share of the project leaving LCRWS completely dependent upon federal funds to make progress 
and C<?mplete the project. Compounding the lack offederal funds are the million~ of dollars in 
additional costs to the communities we represent because this project is not yet cqmplete. 

In the FY2012 Omnibus Appropriations Act, Congress provided $30 million in additional 
funding for ongoing work <•n authorized rural water projects. The Conference Report includes 
language dt:scribing Congr.essional intent for the aUocation of these addihonal respurces to, "advance 
and complete ongoing work, improve water supply reliability. improve water delivenes, enhance 
regional or local economic df"velopment, promote job growth or for critical 
backlog maintenance and rt>habilitation activities:' 

The state and comniunity partners ofLCRWS share the conc.erns that are outlined by the 
Conference Report language. However, we stress that the Department oflnterior and Bureau of 
Rec\amation consider other factors in allocating and priorit1zing limited federal reFurces across the 
authorized rural water projects. The!'e additional factors include percent of the state and local share 
that has been pre~paid, and the antic1pated number of people expected to be served by the project 
once complete. 



We look forward to reviewing the report, which is due on January 22, 20~2. on how the $30 
million in additional resources for ongoing work are to be distributed that meets the factors outlined 
in the Conference Report but a)so the additional factors outlined above, which we discussed at our 
November meeting. We also hope that the FY20 13 budget reflects our discussions about better 
prioritization when h comes to maximizing taxpayer dollars, and provides LCR WS with a level of 
funding to advance the project in a meaningful way. 

Thank you again for your time and attention to the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System. 
This project is a priority for the communities we represent, and we took forward to continuing to 
work closely with you to ensure it receives appropriate levels of funding this year, in FY2013 and 
each and every year until the project is completed. 

Sincerely, 

A lL\~ 
Amy~ 
United States Senator 

~~.........-, 
Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

- -2S'-C"2~ 
Tim Johnson /­
United States Senator 

Tom Harkin 
United States Senator ...---. 

AI Franken 
United States Senator United States Senatot 

JJ~\~ 
Steve King Tim Walz 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

~~ 
Kristi Noem _.. 
Member of Congress 

2 



The Honorable Tim Walz 
J louse of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative W alz: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19,2012, letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Regi9nal Water 
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authori:t..ed rural water projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of20l2. Specifically. you requested that we consider 
factors. including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share prepaid. in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3. 20 ll. Commissioner Michael Connor stated 
his staff was evaluating new criteria 1or al1ocating rural water project funding. He also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized, the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter, along with the factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also consider the 
Department of the fnterior's trust responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without sufficient funding levels the Lewis and Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water projects

1 
it is paramount 

that we formulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward c9mpletion 
rcma.Jns a high priority. in this manner. we can optimize our approach 10 complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the tonfercncc 
Repon, with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteri~ applied to the 
additional funding addresses the factors included in the Conference Report while addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meaningful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We. look forward to working with you as we continue to refine the criteria and complete 
construction of these important rural \\ ater projects. 

Sincerely. 

b,S~ 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Wa.;;hington, DC 205 I 0 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable A1 Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 J 0 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea, South Dakota 57064 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 W 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Wao:shington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Dear Senator Klobuchar: 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19. 2012.letterregarding the Lewis and Clark Regional Water 
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rural water projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of20l2. Specifica1ly. you requested that we consider 
factors, including popula~ion served and the percent of non-Federal cost share Pfepaid. in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3. 201 1, Commissioner Michael Connor stated 
his staff was evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding. He also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized~ the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter. along with the factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further. the new criteria also consider the 
Department of the Interior's tn1st responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without sufficient funding levels the Lewis and Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water projects. it is paramount 
that we fonnulate budgets and allocate Jimited funding so that progress toward completion 
remains a high priority. ln this manner, we can optimize our approach to complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the Conference 
Report. \\lth a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteria applied to the 
additional funding addresses the factors included in the Conference Report whiJd addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meaningful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look forward to working with you as we continue to refine the criteria and complete 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

Sincere!~. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 

I 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Honorable Al Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea, South Dakota 57064 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHfNGTON 

The Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Grasslev: 

FEB 1 0 20\2 

- I 

·Thank you for your January 19, 2012, letter regarding the Le,vis and Clark Regtona! Water 
System and fbr allocating $30 million of additiomll funding f()l· authorized rural water projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 20 I 2. Specifically, you requested that 1·e consider 
factors, including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share p epaid. in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3, 2011 , Commissioner Michae Connor stated 
his stafiwas evaluating new criteria fix aUocating rural water project funding. e also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized, the Bureau of Reclamation woul use the new 
criteria to allocate the additiona1 funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter, along with he factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also c sider the 
Department of the Interior's trust responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also r.ecogn. ize your concern that without sufficient funding levels the Le.wis~an· d C'l·a· rk 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water project.. it is paran1ount 
that we fonnulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward c mpletion 
remains a high priority. In this manner. we can optimize our approach to cmnpl tc all ofthe 
authorized rural water prqiects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the 'onfcrencc 
Report, with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Wat r Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteri· applied to the 
additional .fundingaddrcsses tl.1e factors it.lcluded in the Conference Rcporl whi!e.\a. ·ddressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meanin$ful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 1 

I 

We look forward to working \\ith you as we continue to reHne the criteria and co~pletc 
construction of these important rural wmer projects. 

Sincerely. 

s 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy KJobuchar 
United States Senate 
Wa.:;hington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable A.l Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

cc; Mr. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea, South Dakota 57064 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

HonorabJe Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
Bouse ofRepresentatives 
Washington. DC 2051 5 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 



The Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Noem; 

THE SECRETARY OF TH£ INTERfOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19. 2012, letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg~onal Water 
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized ruraJ1water projects in 
theConsolidated Appropriations Act of2012. Specif1cally1 you requested that 'fe consider 
factors, including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share pfepaid, in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. I 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3, 201 1, Commissioner Michael\ Connor stated 
his sta .. ff was evaluating ne.·w crit. cr. ia fl. or aHocati·n· g rural wa. t.er project fundi.ng .. 11I\ e. also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized, the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter. along with,\he factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also cqns1der the 
Department of the Interior's trust responsibility to Native Americans. \ 

We also recognize your concern that v.1thout sufficient funding Jevds the Lewis nd Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water project, it is paramount 
that we fonnulate budgets and allocate limited fundjng so that progress toward c mpletion 
remains a high priority. In this manner, we can optimize our approach to compl te ali of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the :onference 
Report. with a full explanation of the crileria as described above. The Rural Wat r Pwgnun 
faces rnany challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteri applied to the 
a.dditi·o.na. l funding addresses t.he factors included in the Conteren. ce Report while~addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meanin ful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look forward to working with you as we continue to reHne the criteria and co plete 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

Kell Salazar 



ldcntical .Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Al franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea. South Dakota 57064 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

I 

I 
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I 



The Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Dear Representative King: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19. 2012, letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg~ on a I Water 
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rural water projects in 
the Consolida1ed Appropriations Act of2012. Specifically, you requested that 'r'e consider 
factors. including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share prepaid. in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3. 2011 , Commissioner Michae~ Connor stated 
his staff was evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding. ~e also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized. the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identiJied in your letter, along with the factors 
rdcrcnced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also consider the 
Department of the Interior's tnlSt responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without ufficient funding levels the LcwiJ and Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for aH rural water projects. it is paramount 
that we formulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward completion 
remains a high priority. In this manner, we can optimize our approach to complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in Lh~ Conference 
Report with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the crite~a applied to the 
additional funding addresses the factor. included in the Conference Report while addressing 
critica} needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meaningful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look forward to working with you as we continue to refine the criteria and qlmplete 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

Sincerely. \ 

KbS~ 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washinbrton, DC 20510 

'Honorable AI Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

cc: 1\k Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea. South Dakota 57064 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Tim WaJz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 



The Honorable AI franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 l 0 

Dear Senator Franken: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19, 2012.letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Regional Water 
System and for aJiocating $30 million of additional funding 1or authorized rural water projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012. Specifically, you requested that \fC consider 
factors, including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share prepaid. in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3, 201 I. Commissioner Michael Connor stated 
his staff was evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding. He also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized. the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter, along with the factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further. the: new criteria also cMsider the 
Department of the Interior's trust responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without sufficient funding levels the Lewis and Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water projects. it is pardlllount 
that we formulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward ¢ompletion 
remains a high priority. ln this manner. we can optimize our approach to complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the Conference 
Report. with a fuJI explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteria applied to the 
additional funding addresses the factors included in the Conference Report whi~e addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion ofmeanirgful phases of 
the authorized mral water projects. 

I 

We look forward to working with you as \\'C continue to re1ine the criteria and qomplete 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

~s~ 
Ken Salazar 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 20510 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Executive Director, Lew:is & C1ark Regiom1l Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea. South Dakota 57064 



The Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Dear Senator Harkin: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB f 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19, 2012, letter regarding the Lewis and Clark RcgibnaJ Water 
System and for aJlocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rural JWater projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of2012. Specifically. you reque!:.'ted that 'Ye consider 
factors. including population served and the percent of non-f"ederal cost share prepaid, in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3, 2011. Commissioner Michael Connor stated 
his stafT was evaluating new criteria for aJlocating rural water project funding. He also stated 
that allhough these criteria were not finalized, the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter. along with the factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further. the new criteria also cdnsider the 
Department of the Interior"s trust responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without sufli.cient funding levels the Lewis ~d Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for aJl ruraJ water projects. it is paramount 
that we formulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward completion 
remains a high priority. In this manner. we can optimize our approach to complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the tonfercncc 
Report with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criteria applied to the 
additionaJ funding addresses the factors included in the Conlcrcncc Report while addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meaningful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look forward to working with you as we continue lo reilne t.he criteria and complete 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

Sincerely. 

~s , 
Ken Salazar ~ 



Identical Letter Sent To: 

Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington. DC 2051 0 

Honorable AI Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

Honorable 'fim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorabl.e Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Executive Director, Lewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
l'ea, South Dakota 57064 



The Honorable Jolm Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 !0 

Dear Senator Thune: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB 1 0 2012 

Thank you for your January 19, 2012.letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Regional Water 
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rural water projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of2012. Specifically, you requested that \~C consider 
factors, including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share prepaid, in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3. 20 I I. Commissioner Michael Connor stated 
his staff \\"as evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding. ftc also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized, the Bureau ofRechunation would \tse the new 
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These new 
criteria gjve consideration to the factors you identified in your le1ter, along with rhe factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also c9nsider the 
Department of the Interior's trust responsibility to Native Americans. 

We also recognize your concern that without sufficient funding levels the Lewis and Clark 
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all ruml water projects. it is paramount 
that we fommlate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward completion 
remains a high priority. In this manner. we can optimize our approach to complete all of the 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the Conference 
Report, with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Water Program 
fa.ces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criter· applied to the 
additional funding addresses the factors included in the Conference Report whil · addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of mcani gful phases of 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look t<Jrward to working '~ith you as we continue to refine the criteria and c~mpletc 
construction of these important rural water projects. 

Sincerely, 



lde'Q!ical Letter Sent To: 

Honomble Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassley 
Unjted States Senate 
Washington, DC 205) 0 

Honorable AI Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 2051 0 

cc: fv1r. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
I,ewis & Clark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea. South Dakota 5 7064 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington. DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 



The Honorable Tim Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Johnson: 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

FEB to 2012 

Thank you for your January 19,2012, letter regarding the Le\\<is and Clark Regij nal Water 
System and. for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rural~· · ·ater projects in 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of20I2. Specifically, you requested that .· consider 
factors, induding population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share pr · paid, in 
addition to the criteria specified in the Conference Report. 

As you recall during our meeting on November 3, 2011, Commissioner Michael onnor statL'd 
his staff was evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding. l: c also stated 
that although these criteria were not finalized. the Bureau of Reclamation would use the new 
criteria to allocate the add1t1onal funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation. These ne'\v 
criteria give consideration to the factors you identified in your letter, along with he factors 
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new criteria also cqnsider tl1e 
Department ofthe Interior's tmst responsibility to Native Amerkans. 

We also recognize your concern that vvithout sufficient funding levels the Lewis 
project cannot be completed. Since this 1s a challenge for aU mra1 water project. , it is paramount 
that we fommlate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward c mpletion 

r·. ei.· nains a high p. riority .. In 1 .. I.1J.·s manner. \\'C can optim. ize our appro.·.ach to. co.mplJte ail of the. 
authorized rural water projects. 

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement in the C onJerence 
Report, with a full explanation of the criteria as described above. The Rural Wa er Program 
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the criter a applied to the 
additional funding addresses the Hu.:to.rs included in the Conference Report whil addressing 
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of meani gful phases 
the authorized rural water projects. 

We look fonvard to working with you as we continue to refine the criteria and c mplete 
construction of these impoliant rural water projects. 

Sincerely, 

~s 



Honorable Amy Klohuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Tom Harkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Charles Grassiey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable AI Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

cc: Mr. Troy Larson 
Executive Director 
Le\vis & C1ark Regional Water System 
46986 Monty Street 
Tea, South Dakota 57064 

Honorable Kristi Noem 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

H()norable Steve King 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Tim Walz 
House ofRepresentatives 
Washington, DC 20515 




