Congress of the Thuted States
Tetashington, BVDE 20510

Suly 22,201

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Seoretary Director

Department of the Intertor The Office of Managemen
1849 C Street NW 725 17" Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Fhe Honorable Jacob Lew

Washington, D 20240

the Honorable Michae! L. Connor
Commissioner

Huresu of Reclamation
Drepartment of the Interior

PRA9 O Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar, Director Fow, and Commissioner Connor.

As vou plan for budget allocations for Piscal Year 2012 and bevond, wy
o provide the ghest possible level of funding for the Lewis & Clark Regrona
{LORWS L We also request a joint meeting with ail of you 1o discuss a puath for
this important project receives higher consideration when determining the Adn
mfrastruciure funding priorilics.

We were disappoiied al the FY 1T Tevel of funding tor Lewis and Cladd
System. which barely Keeps the project’s Hights on and does nothing to move b
inany way., We were also disheartened to see that the Administration’s budge!
for FY'1 2 included only $493 000, a leved that would bring new construction w
fa additon to the recent budget numbers. we were concerned that funding requ
congressionally authonzed rurnl water supply projects was reduced so drastical

with other Boregw ol Reclamation activities.

chave previousty discussed with vou and yvour staill tus authonse

s development and wb creation, The JAS pork processing

Wortnings

on. Minnesota s one of the larpest i the nation and has wanted 10 o
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LURWS shows great promise {or cconomic development. A dairy plant
in Hull, lowa based upon an “emergency connection” with LCRWS and the pro
permanent water supply in the future. The plant curremtly employs 100 people
iess than 2,000 residents and is expected to increase to 133 jobs later this vear,
1 will create during construction. and the countless economic development opps
create once the waler starts flowing, this project will have g huge cconomic ben
stale reglon, which is why each of us believes it s critical that the project recels
srioritized funding from the Bureau of Reclamation.

We certainly understand the severe budget constraints facing our countr
he need to balance priorities. However., itis difticult to understand how 2 proje
e i?mé has been authorized, whose local members and three state partners hav
their cost share (a combined total of $155.5 million), and has shown such promi
development - would receive such inadeguate funding
After we met with OMB 1o discuss funding for LCRWS last fall, we ;s:k
us with a hste i new starts projects recommended by OMB in the coming lisca
seemn to us thut funding o project that is 30 percent complete. that will provide ¢
over 300,000 people in three states, and that shows such promise in ereating ne
a higher priority than projects that have not vet begun.

It 15 in that spirit we would like 1o further discuss this issue with vou. O
be in contact with vour statt 1o determine a time when all of vou can be avaiiab

imporiant discussion.
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Congress of the Wnited States
Telashington, DL 20510

Jannary 19,2032

The Honorable Ken Salacer The Honorabieo Mhchaet L

Necrotary Commissumer

Department of ihe interior Bureau of Reclamaiion
Department of Ihc nierior
1849 O Swreet, NOW

Washingion W( FERE

1849 U Street, NW,
Washington. DC 20240

The Honorable Sally Ericsson

Director for Natural Resource Progr
The Office of Management :t"(i dudye
725 17" Street, NW

Washipgton DO 20240

Dlem Secretary Salazar, Commissioner Cornor and Direclor Brivssoen,

Thank vou for meeting with us to discass the eritical imporiance of the i
Regional Water System (LUORWS) project for the residents and husinesses of b
Northwestern Towa and Southwestern Minncsota,

As we discussed during the mecting, the Fiseal Year 2012 Deparnent ¢
Reclumation budge! request of $493.000 for L ORWS s completels taadeauate
funding, the project would never be compleied as the mounting costs due to ind]
ﬂ\umi this levet of annual federal resources.

In addiviop | the three states and local partners have already g‘a;iiu G907 per
foval share of the projs L% feaving LORWS mnp&ic v dependent upon fo "le*nﬁ iy
and complete the project. nmnmndm“ the tack of federal funds are the muliio
additional costs 10 the communities we represent because ths prose

o1 as ot
P Omnibus Apprepriations Act. Congress pmwm RN ERTHY
work on dmswm{sd rural water projects. The Conferenes R
anguage describing Congressional mtent for the allocation of ?"ww addinonal e
and comuleic ongoing work, improve water supply reliabibtv, improve water de
regional ar loval ceonormic develupment. promote fob growth o f
hacklog memtenancy and rehabilitation acuvities”

inthe FYZ012
funding 1or ongoing

critond

The state and community partners of LORWS share the coneorns that ar
Conference Report lanpuage. Towever, we stress that £§;C i“)a:p:zz‘i'tzm? o Imeric
Reclamation consider other factors in a
authorized rural water projocs.
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We look forward 1o reviewing the report. which is due on lanuary 22, 2(
mition in addittonal resources for ongoing work are 1o be distnibuted that meet
in the Conference Report but also the additional factors outlined above, which v
Nevember meeting. We also hove that the FY2013 budget reflecis our diseussh
prioritization whcn it comes 1o rmx;zmzmb taxpayer dollars, and provides L.CR
funding to advance the project in g meaningful way,

Thank you again for vour time and attention to the Lewis and Clark Reg

This project i1s a priority for the communities we represent, and we fook forware

work closely with you to ensure it receives appropriate levels of funding this ve
cach and every vear until the project is completed.

Sincerely,

A W\ ltraan

Amy Klob
Uited States Senator

Lo P

Tom Harkin
Linited States

Uk

Charles Grassley
Uinited States Senat

“5—2

Tim lohnson
Uintied States ‘:\.mai

Senator

Al Franken
Umited States Senat

John Thune
Uinited States Senator

"\‘icwc King
Member of Congres

75/?/7““//%/

%\mn \nfL?h
Member of Congress

oon how the 830

W factors outlined
discussed at owr

s zhoul hetier
Sowith 2z level of

il Water System
yeontinuing o
i FY2010% and

%1 f



Congress of the United States
Wiashington, DL 20310

Janugry 19,2012

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the interior
1849 C Street, NJW.
Washington, DC 20240

The Honorable Michag! L.
Commissioner

Bureau of Reclamanon
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington DC 20246

The Honorable Sally Ericsson

Director tor Natural Resource Programs
The Office of Management and Budger
725 17" Street, NW

Washington DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar, Commissioner Connor and Director Ericsson:

Thank vou for meeting with us to discuss the critical importance of the 1
Reptonal Water System (LCRWS) project for the residents and businesses of Bz
Northwestern fowa and Southwestern Minnesota.

As we discussed during the meeting, the Fiscal Year 2012 Department o
Reclamation budget request of $493.000 for LCRWS is completely inadequate.
funding, the project would never be completed as the mounting costs due o infl
exceed this level of annual federal resources.

in addition, the three states and local panners have already paid 9.7 per
local share of the project leaving LCRWS completely dependent upon federal fr
and complete the project. Compounding the lack of federal funds are the mullios
additional costs to the communities we represent because this project 18 nol yet ¢

Inthe FY2012 Omuibus Appropriations Act, Congress provided 330 mil
funding for ongoing work on authonized rural water projects. The Conference R
fanguage describing Congressional itent tor the allocation ot these additional ve
and complele ongoing work, improve water supply reliability, improve water del
regional or local economic development, promote job growth or {or critical
backlog maintenance and rehabilitation activities.”

The state and comniunity partners of LCRWS share the concoms that are
Conlerence Report language. However, we stress that the Department of Intenio:
Reclamation consider other factors in allocating and prionitizing limited lederal ¢
authenized rural water projects. These additional factors include percent of the s
that has been pre-paid, and the anticipated number of people expected 1o he serve
once complete.
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We look forward to reviewing the report, which is due on January 22,2 2, on how the §30
million in additional resources for ongoing work are to be distributed that meet.  ae factors outlined
in the Conference Report but also the additional factors outlined above, which  discussed at our
November meeting. We also hope that the FY2013 budget reflects our discussi s about better
prioritization when it comes to maximizing taxpayer dollars, and provides LCR S with a level of
funding to advance the project in a meaningful way,

Thank you again for your time and attention to the Lewis and Clark Reg  nal Water System,
This project is a priority for the communities we represent, and we ook forware 2 continuing to
work closely with you to ensure it receives appropriate levels of funding this ye  in FY2013 and
cach and every vear until the project is completed.

Sincerelv,

Amy K Charles Grassley
Liniled States Senator United States Senat
. v
%
Tom Harkin Tim Johnson &7

LUinited States Senator

United States Senatls

- = 3 M
John Thune Al Franken
Linited States Senator United States Senau
A
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Steve King Tim Waiz
Member of Congress Member of Congres

Kristt Noem
Member of Congress
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THE SECRETARY OF THL INTERIUR
WASHINGTON

FEB 10 2012

i

I'he Honorahic Tim '&&fa“

House of Representatny

Washington, DC 20 \i
Dear Representative Wals

Fhank vou for vour January 19, 20120 fetter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg
System and for allocating 330 million of additional funding Tor awthorized rural
the Consolidated Appropriations Act o 20120 Specifically. vou requested that
jactors. including population served and the pereent of non-Federal cost share ¢
addiion to the eriteria specified in the Conference Report.

As vou recall during our meeting on November 3. 2011, Commissioner Michae
his sttt was evaluating new criteria tor allocating rural water proect funding.
that although these criteria were not finalized. the Borcau of Reclamation would
erteria o alfocate the addittonal tunding provided in the FY 2012 appropriatios
criteria give consideration o the factors vou identitied m vour fetter. along with
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new erienia also ¢
Drepartment of the Interior™s trost responsibility to Nutive Amencans.

W also recognize yvour concern that without sufficient funding Tevels the Lewis
project cannot be compieted. Since this is a challenge for all rural water project
that we tormulate budgets and allocate limited funding so that progress toward «
remains @ hgh priority. In this manner. we can optimize our approach to compl
suthorized rural water projects.

Wo have prepared a report for é‘mww“ that respended 1o the requirement in the

Report with a full explanation of the eriieria as desertbed above. The Rural Wa

faces many chai&ngcx m the current bmi ctenvironment, We believe the ener

additional funding addresses the factors meluded in the Conferenee Report whih

eritical needs and the ability to make progress wwards the completion of meann
e authorized rural water proicats,

ul
e

¢ ook forward o working with vou as we continug to refine the oriteria and
construction of these important rural water projects,
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Honorable Amy Klobuchar
United States Senate
Washington, DC 203140

Honorabie Tom Harkin
Linited States Senate
Washingion. DC 20510

fonorable Charles Grassley

Untted States Senate
Washington. DC 20510

tlonorabie Al Pranken
Uinired States Senaie
Washington. DC 205810

coo o A Troy Larson
Executive Director

Lewts & Clark Regronal Water System

36986 Monty Strect

Tea, South Dakota 57064

Honorabile Kristi Noem
House of Representatives
Washington, DU 26513

Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
Washington. DO 20310
Henorable Tim Jehnson
[inited States Senate
Washington, DO 20516

Honorable Steve Komg
House of Representatives
Washington, DO 20815



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

FEB 10 2012

fhe Honorable Amy Klobuchar
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dyear Senator Kiobuchar:

Phank vou for vour January 19, 2012, Tetter regarding the Lewis and Clark Rey  nal Water
Svsten and for allocating $30 million of ade %fzamm} tunding for authorized rura vaer projects
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012 Speum,aléx vou requested that ¢ consider
factors, including popuimzmz served and ‘li’x percent of non-Federal cost share ¢ spurd. i
addition to the eriteria specified in the Conference Report.

\\ vou recal! during our meeting on November 30201 L Commissioner Michac Tonner stawed

s statt was evaluating new eriteria tor allocating rural water project funding. ¢ also stated
ihat although these eriteria were not finalived. the Bureau of Reclumation woul  ase the new
eriteria o aliovate the additional tfunding provided inthe FY 2012 appropriation These new
criteria give consideration w the factors vou identified in your letter, along with ae factors
reterenced in the Conference Report and others. Further. the new eriteria ng:»u ¢ sider the
Diecpartment of the Interior’s trust responsibility fo Native Americans,

Ve also recognize your concern that without suthcient funding fevels the Lewt and Clark
preject cannot be completed. Since this 1s a challenge for ali rural water projec 118 paramount
that we formulate budgets and allocate imited funding so that progress toward mpletion
remaing @ high priority. In this manner. we can optimize osur approach to comp ¢ all ol the
authortzed rural water projects.

We have preparcd a report for Congress that respended 1o the s"u;‘nir:z‘sm tinthonforence
Report, with g full explanation of the eriteria ax duwmd above. The Rural Wo o rProgram
tuces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the eriter apphied o the
addinional funding addresses the factors mc,iu ied in the Conference Report whil ddressing
critical needs and the ability o make propress towards the completion of meann ful phases of
she authonzed rural water proecis,

We ook forward 1o working with vou as we continue 1o refine the oriteria and ¢ apicwe

i
o

construction of these important rural water projecis,
\‘érc-\rcﬁ\_
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Honorable Tom Harkin
Uintted States Senate
Washington, DC 203516

i
Unned States Senate
Woashington, DO 2058

tfonorable Al Franken
ited States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Kristi Noem
Flouse of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

cues o Mr Troy Larson
E%c”utiw Director

ewis & Clark Regional Water System

4{}\}\@ "\101‘-1\‘ Street

Uea. South Dakow 37064

lororable Charles Grassley

2

Honorable John Thune
Uinited States Senate
Wshington, DO 20510

Honorable Tim Johnsen
Enited States Senate
Washington, 20 20510

Honorable Steve King
House of Representatves
Washington, DO 20513

Honerable Tim Waly
House of Repr cwnmm o8
Washington, DC 20513



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

FEB 10 201

The Honorable Charles Grasslev
Unned Stases Senate
Washington, DC 20310

Drear Senator (rasslen

hank vou tor vour January 19, 2012, letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Ry
System and for attocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rure
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012, Specifically. vou requested that
tactors. includimg population served and the percent of non-TFederal cost share
addition to the criteria specified in the Conterence Report,

As vou recall dunng our mecting on November 5, 2011 Commissioner Michag
mis stafl was evaluating now criteria tor allocating rural water project tunding.
that although these eriteria were not finalized. the Bureau of Reclamation woul
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided inthe FY 2002 approprizuo
criteria give consideration w the factors vou sdentthied i vour fetter. along witd
reterenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new eriteria also <
Diepartment of the Intenor’'s trust responsibibity to Native Americans.

W also recognize vour concern that without sufficient funding fevels the Lewt
projeet cannot be completed. Stnee this s a challenge for all rural water projed
that we formulate budgets and allocate hmited funding so that progress toward
remains a high priority. In this manner. we can opunize our approsch w comyp:
authorized rural water projecis,

We have prepared w report for Congress that responded 1o the requirement in the
Report. with a full explanation of the critena as desenbed abose.
faces many chalienges in the current budget environment.

Phe Rural Wiy

W beliove the oriter
addrironal funding addresses the factors included in the Conference Report whil
eritical needs and the abihity to make progress towards the completion of meani

the authorized rural water projects,

We Jook forward to working with vou as we continue o refine the eriteria and o
construction of these important rural we

10N ey §3F{}§L‘L§S,
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Identcal Letter Sent 1o

tlonorable Amy Klobuchar
United States Senate
Washington. DC 203510

Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senute
Washmgton, DC 20310

Honorable Al Franken
Untred States Senate
Washington. DC 20316

Honorable Kristi Noem
House of Represenatives
Washington. DO 205132

cer MrTrov Larson
Executive Director

Lewis & Clark Regional Water System

46986 Monty Street

Tea. South Dakota 7064

Honorable John Thune
Fnited Swates Sonate
Washington. DC 20310

Honorahle Tim Johnson
Ulnited Stades Senate
Washington, DC 20210

Honerable Steve King
House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20813

Honorable Tom Walz
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 26513






Wdentical Letter Sent To:

Honorable Amy Klobuchar

United Slates ‘immw
Washingion. DC 205810

Henorable Tom Harkin
Uinited Siates :\cwu

Washington, DC 20510
Honorable Charles Grassle
United States Senate
Washington. DO 26510

Honorable Al Franken
Linited States Senate
Washington, DU 20314

cor o Mr. Froy Larson
Bxecutive Director

Lewis & Clark Regional Water Svstem

46986 Monty Street
§

e South Dakota 37064

Honorable John Thune
Uinnted States Senate
Washington, DC 20310

Honorable Tim Johnsan
Uintted States Senate
Washington, DO 20810

Honorable Steve King
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20815

Honorable Tim Waly
House of Re )xcsunat

YR
Washmgton, DO 205713



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

FEB 10 202

Fhe Honorable Steve King
House of RL;‘!»SU‘%J;%% e85
Washington, DC 2031

Dear Representative Kin

Phank you tor vour January 19, 2012 letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rurs
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012, Specificallv, vou reguested that
tactors. including population served and the percent of non-Federai cost share
addition to the criteria specitied in the Conference Report.

As vou recall during our mecting on November 30 2011, Commissioner Mi ’Eme
his staft was evaluating now eriteria for allocating rural water project lundin

that although these eriteria were not finalized. the Bureau of R(.Uaztmtz(m WO
critenia to allocate the additional funding provided inthe FY 2012 appropriatio
criferia give consideration to the factors vou identitied in vour letter. along wit
referenced in the Conferene chon and others, Further. the new eriteria also
Department of the Interior’s trust responsibility o Native Amoricans.

We aigo recognize vour concern that without sufiicient funding levels the Tes
project canpat be completed. Sinee this is a challenge tor all rural water projet
that we formulate budgets and allocate imited funding so that progress toward
remains a high priority. In this manner. we can eptimize our approach 10 comy
authorized rural water projects,

We have prepared @ report for Congress that responded 1o the requirement b
Keport, with a full explanation of the enteria as deseribed above, The Rural W
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the oniie
additional funding addresses the factors meluded 1n the Conterence Report whi
critical needs and the abiliny 1o make progress wowards the compiction of mean:
the authorized rural water projects,

Wetook forward 1o working with vou as we continue to refine the oriteria and s
construction of these %mpmmm rural water projecis
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Identical Letter Sent 1o

Honorablie Amy Klobuchar

Dinited States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senate
Woashington, DU 20510

I fonorable Charles Grassiey

Uimited States Senate

Washington, DC 2031

Honerable Al Franke
{inited Sates Senate
Washington. DO 20810

cor o M Troy Durson
xoculive Director

Fewis & Clark Regional Water System

46986 Monty Street

Tea, South Dakota 37064

Honorable Kristi Noem
House of Representatives
Washington, DO 20313

Honorable John Phune
Loted States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Tim Johnsen
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Thn Waly
House of Representatives
Washington. DC \Sif



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

FEB 10 2012

The Honorable Al Pranken
Linsted States Senate

1

Washingten, DC 20510
[ear Senator Franken

Hhank vou for your January 19, 20120 letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg
Svstem and for allocating $30 mullion of additional funding for authorized rura
the Consolidated Appropriations Act ot 2012, Specifically. vou requested that
factors. including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost share ¢
addition te the criteria specitied in the Conference Report.

As vou recal! during our meeting on November 5, 201 Commuissioner Micha
his staft was evaluating now criteria for allocating rurad water project fundmg.

that although these eriteria were not finalized. the Bureau of Reclamation woul
criteria to alfocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriatio
eriteria give consideration 1o the factors you wentihied i vour letter. along wit
referenced in the Conference Report and others, Further. the new eriteria also

Diepartment of the Interior’s trust responsibility to Native Americans,

We alse recognize your concvrn that without sufficient funding levels the Lew
project cannot be completed. Since this 1s a challenge for all rural water praje
that we formulate budgets and aliocate imited funding so that progress toward
remaing a bigh priovity. In this manner. we can opimize our approach (o comy
authorized rural waler projecis.

We have prepared @ report for Congress that responded to the requirement in
Report. with a full explanation of the eritenia as deseribed above. The Rural 9
faces many chailenges in the current budget environment. We believe the onite
additional fundimg addresses the factors included i the Conference Report wh
eritical needs and the ablity o make progress towards the compietion of mear
the authorized rursi water projects,

We ook tforward to working s ith yvou as we continue to refine the erterin and
construction of these important rural woater projects,
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Ldentical Detter Sent 1o

Honorable Amy Klobuchar
Uinited States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Tom Harkin
Uintted States Senate
Washimgton, DO 20310

inted States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Kristi Noem
House of Representatives

Washington. DO 20815

cer Mrofroy Larson

Honorable Charles Grassiev

{Tonorable John Thune
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Tim Johnson
United States Senate
Washington. DO 20510

Honorable Steve King
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20513

Honorable Tim Waly
House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20313

Executive Director. Lowis & Clark Regional Water Svstem

46986 Monty Street

Tea. South Dakota 37064



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

WASHINGTON

FEB 10 201

The Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Harking

Phank vou tor vour January 19, 2012, Jetter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg  nal Water
Svstem and tor allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rura aater projecis iy
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012, Speciticallv. vou requested that > consider
tactors, including population served and the percent of non-Fedoeral cost share ¢ pad. in
addition to the eriteria specified in the Conderence Report.

As vou recall during our meeting on November 3. 2011 Commissioner Michae  “onnor stated
s stalt was evaluating new critenta for allocating rural water project funding. ¢ also stated
that although these eriterta were not finalized. the Burcau of Reclamation woulc e the new
eriteria to allocate the additional funding provided m the 1Y 2012 appropriatior These now
criteria give consideration 1o the tactors vou wdentified in vour leter. along with e factors
referenced 1 the Conference Report and others, Further. the new eritenia also v wmider the
Depariment of the Interior’s trust responsibility to Native Americans.

Wealso recognize yvour concern that without sufficient funding levels the Lewt: nd Clark
nrojeet cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water profect 1018 paramount
that we tormulate budgers and allocate mited tunding so that progress toward ¢ npletion

rematns 2 high priority, In this manner, we can optimize our approach to compl > all of the
authorized rural water projects.

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded 1o the requirement in the “onference
Reportowith a full explanation of the eritena as deseribed above, The Rural W+ Program
faces many challenges in the current budget environment. We believe the eriter  applied w the
additional funding addresses the factors included in the Conderence Report whib addressing
eritical needs and the ahility to make progress towards the completion of meanir ul phases ot
the authorized rural water projects,

We look forward 1o working with vou as we continue to refine the oritenie and oo iplet
construction of these important rural water projects,

Sineerelv,

Kon Sajarvar



identical Letter Sent To:

Honorable Amy Klobuchar
U nited States Senate
Washington. DU 20310

Honorable Charles Grassloy

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
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United States Senate
Washington. DC 20510

Honorable Tim Johnsen
Uinted States Senate
Washington, DO 20334

Honorable Steve King
House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20313

fonorable Tim Waly
fouse of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
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Fxecutive Director. Lewis & Clark Regional Water System

46986 Monty Street

Fea. South Dakota 37064



THE

FEB 10 2012

The Henorable John Thune
Uinted States Senate
Washington, DO 20310

Urear Senator Thune:

Thank vou for your January 1‘3. 20120 letter regarding the Lewis and Clark Regs
System and for allocating $30 million of additional funding for authorized rz;r;zé
the Consohidated .;prmpnatmns Actof 2012, Specitically. you reguested tha
factors. including population served and the percent of non-Federal cost sh
addition to the eriteria specified in the Conference Report.

TAre B

As vou recall duning our meeting on November 3. 2011 Commissioner Michae
his staft was evaluating new criteria for allocating rural water project funding.
that although these eriteria were not finalized. the Bureau of VRcc%amzu 1011 wouk
criteria to allocate the additional funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriatior
criteria give consideration to the factors vou identified i yvour Eazzcr. along with
referenced i the Conference Report and others, FPurther, the new eritena also ¢
Department of the Interior’s trust responsibility to Natuve Americans,

We also recogiize your concern that without sutficient funding tevels the Tewd:
project cannot be completed. Sinee thus is a challenge tor all rural water projpeo
that we formulate budgets and allocate imited funding so that progress woward

remains a high prioritv. In this manner. we can optimize our approach to comp
authorized rural water projects.

We have prepared areport for Congress that responded to the requirement i ih
Report, with a full explanation of the oriteria as described above. The Rural W,
{aces many chalienges i the current budget envirenment. We behieve the eriter
additional funding addresses the factors included m the Conterenee Report whi
critical needs and the ability to make progress towards the completion of mean
ihe authorized rural water projects.

Wejook terward w working with sou as we continue 1o refine the enteria and ¢
consiruction of these important rural water projegts.

Sineercls.

Ken S
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Honorable Amy Klobuchar
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Washington. DC 20510

Honorable Tom Harkin
Enated States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Charles Grassley

United States Senate
Washmgton. DC 20510
tHonorable Al Franken
Unitedd States Senate
Washington, DC 20310

cer o Mr oy Larson
i‘\‘vwiivc Direetor
Lewis & Clark Regios
4{}‘58{3 Manty Street

Pea, South Dakota 37664
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Honorable Kristi Noem
House of Representatives
Washington, DO 20313

Honorable Tim fwémwx?
United States Sena
Washington. DO ,.;térl 10

fonorable Steve King
fouse of chycscmzsmc:s
Washington, DO 20813

]
!

Honorable Tint Walz
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTER
WASHINGTON

FEB 10 2072

The Honorable Tin Johnson
United States Senate
Washingion, DO 20510

Dicar Senator Iohnson:

Fhank vou for vour January 19, 2012, Jetter regarding the Lewis and Clark Reg
Svstem and tor allocating $30 million of additional funding for authonzed rural
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 20120 Specifically, vou requested that
{actors, including population served und the percent of non-Federal cost share p
addition 1o the criteria specified in the Conference Report.

\s vou recalt dunmyg our mecting on November 30 2011, Commisstoner Michae
his staff was ey aluating new oriteria for allocating rural water project funding,
hat although these eriteria were not finalived. the Bureau of Reclumation woulk
criteria o allocate the additonal funding provided in the FY 2012 appropriation
criteria give consideration to the factors vou identified in vour letter. along with
referenced in the Conference Report and others. Further, the new eritena also ¢
Departiment of the Intenor's trust responsibility (o Native Anwericans.
We also recognize vour concern that without sutticient funding foevels the Lewt
project cannot be completed. Since this is a challenge for all rural water projes
that we formudate budgets and aiiocmc fimited tunding so that progress toward
remaing @ high prierity, In this manner. we can npmm/g our approach o comp
authorized rural water projects.

We have prepared a report for Congress that responded to the requirement i th
Report. with o full explanation of the eriteria as deseribed above, The Rural W
faces many chalienges m the current budget envirenment. We believe the erite
additional funding addresses the i';icios‘&: inctuded i the Conderence Report wii
eriticat needs and the abihity to make progress towards the completion of meani
the suthorized rural water projecis,

W ook forvard 1o working with vou as we continue o refine the eriteria and «

construction of these impartant rural waier projects.

Sineerely.

hoen Nalazar
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Washington. DC 20510
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United States Senate
Washington. DO 20510
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United States Senate
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Fsecuiive Director
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Washington, DU 26315
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tnited States Senate
Washington. DO 20510
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House of Representatives
Washington. DO 20815

Honorable Tim Walz
House of Representatives
Washington., PO 20815





