Highlights of USEITI Implementation to Date and Next Steps for the First Quarter of 2012
September 2011

· U.S. government officials reach out to civil society and industry to secure support for the U.S. Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative 

· At the Open Government Partnership Meeting in New York, President Obama announces that the United States will implement EITI.  (Step 1 of the EITI sign-up process).
October 2011

· President Obama names Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar as the senior U.S. official to lead EITI implementation (Step 3 of the EITI sign-up process)
· Secretary Salazar commits to working with civil society and industry to implement EITI (Step 2 of the EITI sign-up process)
· At the EITI Board Meeting in Jakarta, the State Department conducts further outreach with civil society and industry on the U.S. plans for implementing EITI
· Interior Asst Secretary Rhea Suh establishes an Interior EITI staff team and an interagency working group to start coordinating government implementation of EITI
November 2011

· Interior Asst Secretary Rhea Suh attends an open government civil society meeting hosted by the White House and gives a presentation on the Interior role in implementing EITI for the U.S. government and seeks initial feedback on the process
· Interior Secretary Salazar and Deputy Secretary Hayes attend the American Petroleum Institute annual meeting and speak about the Interior role in implementing EITI for the U.S. government and seeks initial feedback on the process
· Interior Asst Secretary Rhea Suh meets with a representative of the National Mining Association and speaks about the Interior role in implementing EITI for the U.S. government and seeks initial feedback on the process

· Secretary of the Interior meets with the Norwegian Minister for Petroleum and Energy, and the two agree to exchange best practices in support of EITI implementation.

December 2011

· Interior EITI Staff team participate in meetings and phonecalls with American Petroleum Institute, National Mining Association and civil society staff to hear their priorities about implementing USEITI.
· Interior identifies budgetary and personnel resources to carry out government responsibilities for USEITI over the next year

· Interior begins interviewing candidates to facilitate the process for establishing a USEITI multi-stakeholder group
January 2012

· Interior selects and hires a facilitator to develop and implement a process for establishing a USEITI multi-stakeholder group
· Interior posts a USEITI website to communicate information with stakeholders and the rest of the public
· Interior EITI Staff team continue to meet with U.S. government, civil society and industry staff to understand perspectives, priorities and potential roles in the USEITI process
· Interior EITI Staff team begin to meet with experts and international counterparts on EITI to gather lessons learned and best practices
February 2012

· Interior EITI Staff team accompany the State Dept to observe EITI Board meeting in London, meet with Board members, and continue on to Oslo to meet with the International EITI Secretariat and Norwegian EITI Secretariat and government counterparts.
· The EITI process facilitator begins an assessment of potential stakeholders and interests relevant to forming a USEITI multi-stakeholder group

· Interior EITI Staff team continue to meet with U.S. government, civil society and industry staff to understand perspectives, priorities and potential roles in the USEITI process
· Interior interviews and hires a technical consultant to advise the U.S. government on lessons learned and best practices from EITI implementation in other countries
March 2012
· The EITI process facilitator completes an assessment of potential stakeholders and interests relevant to forming a USEITI multi-stakeholder group

· The U.S. government with the EITI process facilitator initiates public outreach sessions on EITI

· Potential stakeholders meet to begin laying the groundwork for establishing a USEITI multi-stakeholder group.  
