Talking Points

· The Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) is a voluntary, multi-national framework for transparency in reporting revenues that are paid and received for oil, gas and mineral extraction.  
· The public meetings that we’re holding are designed to gather input from the American public concerning the creation of a U.S. multi-stakeholder group that will develop and implement the framework for the USEITI.  The multi-stakeholder group will be comprised of representatives from government, industry and civil society. 
· The Administration is committed to working with all U.S. stakeholders and the public to develop a transparent, collaborative USEITI process.

Questions and Answers

1.  What is the EITI?
The Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) is a voluntary, multi-national framework for transparency in reporting revenues paid and received for oil, gas and mineral extraction.  Thirty-five countries are in various stages of implementing EITI, most of them developing countries.  Norway is the only OECD country to implement EITI to date, after multiple years of preparation. Australia has now decided to pilot EITI and Canada is considering it as well.

The design of each EITI framework is country-specific, and is developed through a multi-year, consensus based process by a multi-stakeholder group (MSG) comprised of government, industry and civil society.  

2.  What are the benefits to the U.S. of adopting EITI?
EITI is beneficial to Americans because it:
· Highlights the value of industry contributions to the US government
· Strengthens relationships among the US government, industry and civil society
· Delivers a more transparent, participatory, and collaborative government
· Ensures the full and fair return to the American people for the use of its public resources
· Enables the US to lead by example internationally 

3.  How does this differ from Dodd-Frank?
The EITI is an independent initiative, designed as a voluntary, consensus-based framework to be implemented jointly by government, industry and civil society.  Dodd-Frank rulemaking is yet to be completed but we believe it will compliment EITI, which we think can co-exist with a rule requiring mandatory disclosures for a portion of the extractive companies operating in the US. 

4.  How much does the government gain in revenue from energy production?
The U.S. is a major developer of natural resources.  The U.S. collects approximately $10 billion in annual revenues from the development of oil, gas, and minerals on Federal lands and offshore.  The bulk of these revenues are disbursed to the U.S. Treasury, with smaller portions distributed to five Federal agencies, 35 states, 41 American Indian tribes and approximately 30,000 individual mineral owners.

5.  What Federal agencies are involved in EITI?
The US government team is comprised of representatives from the White House and the Departments of Interior, State, and Treasury.

6.  What are the steps in / timeline for implementing EITI?
The U.S. Government is eager to build on the enthusiasm and momentum from the White House.  
President Obama announced in September that the US will apply for EITI candidacy.  That process has only just begun.  Decisions such as when the US is slated to apply to become an EITI Candidate country will be determined by the MSG in a collaborative, consensus-based process.

7.  Where are we in the process to implement EITI?
The U.S. government has successfully completed the first three sign-up requirements for EITI candidate status:
	1.  Issuing a statement of intent
	2.  Appointing a senior government official (Interior Secretary Salazar)
	3.  Committing to work with civil society and companies on implementation

8.  What are the remaining sign-up requirements for achieving EITI candidate status?
	4.  Establish a multi-stakeholder group
	5.  Publishing a fully-costed work plan agreed to by the MSG, establishing a process for 	implementing the fourteen requirements needed to reach compliance status, and the 	additional requirements to sustain compliance.

9.  What is the Multi-Stakeholders Group (MSG)?
The MSG is comprised of representatives from government, industry and civil society, and will oversee the design and implementation of the USEITI, up to and including the ultimate attainment of EITI compliance.  It is the group responsible for submitting the U.S. application for EITI candidacy and will establish the USEITI Secretariat, which will in turn take over the ongoing logistics, support and business-related activities of the MSG.

10.  How are tribal nations affected by EITI?  Will you have tribal consultations?
ONRR collects some revenues on behalf of individual tribal members and tribes, which is currently part of the overall reporting system.  Companies doing extraction may also have direct relationships with tribes on issues of leasing, reporting, etc.  Tribal participation in EITI would be a matter for consultation as well as tribal decision making.  

11.  Who do you consider to be stakeholders of USEITI?
Members of industry, civil society, tribes, governments, and tribal governments, including the U.S. government.

12.  What is the MSG’s role?
The Multi-Stakeholder Group (MSG) is comprised of government, industry and civil society. It works together in a voluntary, consensus based fashion to develop the U.S. workplan and application for EITI Candidacy.  The MSG also designs and implements the U.S. EITI framework to achieve EITI Compliance.

13.  How will the MSG membership be decided?

One of our goals in holding the public listening sessions is to gain insight from the public on MSG membership criteria, specifically what qualifications should be considered suitable for membership and who or what organization should be considered for membership.
