Interior Submits U.S. Candidacy Application

for Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
Reinforces Global Leadership in Promoting Transparency and Accountability

WASHINGTON — On December 19, 2013, Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell today
submitted the United States Candidacy Application to the International Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI) Board.

“The submission of the U.S. Candidacy Application represents another significant milestone
demonstrating President Obama’s continued commitment to U.S. global leadership in promoting
the principles of the Open Government Partnership, a global initiative launched in 2010 that
supports efforts to promote global institutions that are more transparent, effective, and
accountable to the people,” Jewell said.

The EITI is a voluntary, global effort designed to increase transparency, strengthen the
accountability of natural resource revenue reporting, and build public trust for the governance of
these vital activities. Participating countries publicly disclose revenues received by the
government for oil, gas, and mining development, while companies make corresponding
disclosures regarding these same payments to the government, and both sets of data are reviewed
and reconciled by a mutually agreed upon independent third party. Results are then released in a
public report.

The design of each nation’s EITI framework is country-specific and developed jointly by a
Multi-Stakeholder Group comprised of members of the public, government and industry through
a multi-year, consensus-based process. In addition to increased transparency, EITI strengthens
accountability, empowers citizens, and adds another tool in the fight against corruption.

In September 2010, President Obama challenged the members of the United Nations General
Assembly to make all governments more open. Soon afterward, spearheaded by the United
States and Brazil, groups of governments and civil society organizations around the world
formed the Open Government Partnership. In September 2011, President Obama announced the
U.S. commitment to domestic implementation of EITI, a key element of the President’s Open
Government Partnership commitments, and soon after appointed the Secretary of the Interior as
the senior U.S. official to lead U.S. implementation of EITI (USEITI).

In December 2012, the Department of the Interior appointed members to a national committee
crearted to serve as the USEITI Multi-Stakeholder Group to guide and oversee domestic
implementation of the initiative. After convening its first meeting on February 13, 2013, the
USEITI Multi-Stakeholder Group held a total of 8 meetings thus far, culminating in its final
meeting of the year on December 11-12, 2013. On December 11, 2013, the USEITI Multi-
Stakeholder Group, which is comprised of representatives from government, industry and civil
society, approved the U.S. Candidacy Application for Secretary Jewell’s transmission to the
International EITI Board. The U.S. Candidacy Application provides a roadmap of how USEITI
will be implemented and the revenue data that will be included in USEITI Reports.



According to Jewell, “Our goals under EITI complement this Administration’s top-to-bottom
reforms of natural resource management here at the Department of the Interior.” She described
the Multi-Stakeholder Group as a “strong, effective, and inclusive group that will continue to
collaboratively determine the details of USEITI implementation. Together, these appointed
members bring important experience to the table.”

“Although a tremendous amount of work remains,” Jewell said, “I applaud the tireless efforts of
the USEITI Multi-Stakeholder Group in establishing a strong foundation for further USEITI
implementation, and for representing a model for collaborative, participatory decision-making.”

Submitting the Candidacy Application is one of several steps the United States has taken since
announcing its intention to join EITI. The U.S. Candidacy Application will be considered for
approval by the International EITI Board during its March 2014 meeting.

The next steps for the U.S. include producing its first USEITI Report within two years of being
admitted as an EITI Candidate and completing the remaining requirements to become EITI
Compliant.



