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Artificial
Reefs
in Texas

Artifical reefs enhance
fishery resources as well 
as fishing and diving
opportunities off Texas

D otting the vast expanses of m ud and

sand covering the floor of the Gulf of

M exico, artificial reefs rise like oases in the

desert. These underwater havens provide hard

surfaces for attachm ent by habitat-lim ited sessile

invertebrates such as barnacles, corals, sponges,

clam s, bryozoans and hydroids. These encrusting

organism s are the beginnings of an interactive

food web which supports a host of reef fish

species. By providing food and shelter, artificial

reefs can enhance overfished populations of 

resident reef fish like snapper and grouper.

Transient species like m ackerel, shark and billfish

can benefit by feeding on the resident fish.

And, of course, people can also benefit. Artificial

reefs not only enhance fishery resources but also

fishing and diving opportunities off Texas.

H undreds of thousands of anglers and divers 

travel offshore each year and m ost visit one of the

artificial reef sites m anaged by the Texas Parks

and W ildlife Departm ent or the even m ore

num erous unintentionalartificial reefs in the

form  of petroleum  platform s scattered throughout

the Gulf. In fact, the heart of the Texas Artificial

Reef Program  is the recycling of obsolete petrole-

um  platform s into perm anent artificial reefs

rather than allowing them  to be taken ashore as

scrap. Rigs m ake ideal artificial reefs because they

are environm entally safe, are constructed of high-

ly durable and stable m aterial that withstands dis-

placem ent or breakup, and already support a

thriving reef ecosystem .

Artificial Reef Program
4200 Sm ith School Road
Austin, Texas  78744-3291

(512) 389-4686
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fish/reef/artreef.htm
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ductive today and, in fact, are being

enhanced with additional durable and

stable m aterials.

The slow-down in oil and gas activity in

the Gulf in the 1980s resulted in an

increase in the num ber of rigs being

scrapped. The recognition that the valu-

able habitat provided by these de facto

reefs should be preserved lead to the cre-

ation of com prehensive planning guides

for artificial reef developm ent. In Texas,

the Artificial Reef Act of 1989 directed

the Texas Parks and W ildlife Departm ent

to prom ote and enhance the artificial reef

potential off Texas. To fulfill this pur-

pose, Texas Parks and W ildlife developed

the Texas Artificial Reef Plan which was

adopted by the Texas Parks and W ildlife

Com m ission in 1990. The Artificial Reef

Program  is guided by that Plan as well as

recom m endations from  a citizen-based

Artificial Reef Advisory Com m ittee.

The Program  is constantly acquiring new

reef m aterial in various form s such as

tugboats, barges, concrete reef balls and

of course, petroleum  rigs. The future of

artificial reefs off Texas is bright indeed!
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