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After months of de-
bate over the fate of the
Ghirardi oak, a Houston
nonprofit is offering to
help raise the money to
move the historic oak.
It’s also offering to donate
$10,000 of its own cash.

And to help find a new
home for the tree, Clar-
ence Ghirardi, a member
of the family for which
the tree is named, has of-
fered to donate a piece of
his property a quarter of a
mile down Louisiana Av-
enue from where the tree
stands.

Barry Ward, execu-
tive director of Trees for
Houston, said the non-
profit has no dog in the
political fight over what to
do with the oak.

The tree, a rare hybrid
of live oak and overcup
oak called a Compton
oak, sits at FM 518 and
Louisiaha Avenue. Work
to widen Louisiana has
begun, but before the
project can be completed,
the city must decide what
to do with the tree.

Moving the tree to the
proposed Water Smart
Park on Louisiana Av-
enue could cost almost
$300,000. Moving the
road and creating a
pocket park around the
tree could cost $360,000
to $735,000. The third
option is to cut the tree
down.

“We feel it’s up to both
the representatives and

Nonprofit offers $10,000 to help save

Michael Ghirardi talks about the history of the Ghirardi Oak as his sons Eric and Drayce walk beneath the tree with his
father, Clarence Ghirardi, in League City on Wednesday afternoon. KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News

constituents in League
City to make those deci-
sions;” Ward said. “That
being said, it is an impor-
tant tree, and our job is
trees. If they decide they
want to save it, we will do
what we can”

And what the nonprofit
can do is donate $10,000
of its own money as well
as bring its technical and
fundraising expertise to
the project, he said.

A significant portion of
the money can be raised
in six to eight months,
Ward said.

“If. everybody pitches
in and cooperates and

thinks about what we can
do, the likelihood is you
will save one of the most
significant Compton oaks
in North America,” Ward
said. “The question now
is: Does the city council
have the will to go ahead
and make it happen?”
Clarence Ghirardi, 75,
said he has lived his en-
tire life in his League City
home. His property is
next to the city’s proposed
Water Smart Park. He
said he is willing to donate
a half acre to plant the his-
toric oak next to the park.
Clarence Ghirardi said
he remembers when the

area all arourid his fam-
ily’s land was nothing but
farms. The Ghirardi oak
was on his uncles land.

“We used to park under
that tree and sort canta-
loupe;” Clarence Ghirardi
said. He said he would like
to see the tree stay where
it is and have a park built
around it, but moving the
tree is better than cutting
it down.

His son, Michael Ghi-
rardi, who now lives
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in Texas City, has been
working with a growing
number of people to con-
vince the city to save the
tree;

He’s not celebrating yet,
but he said he’s had some
good conversations with
the mayor and city man-
ager and he hopes this
new plan will work.

“We've got to fight for it
while we got it,;” Michael
Ghirardi said. “Other-
wise it will be gone, and

Ghirardi oak

nobody will ever know it
was here”

In September, the city
council voted to move
the road and create a park
around the tree.

But Mayor Tim Paulis-
sen said there is not much
talk of creating the pocket
park now.

This new proposal by
the Ghirardis and Trees
for Houston must be
brought to the city coun-
cil soon, Paulissen said.

“The tree issue, one way
or the other, will be on the
wmmw:&m at the next meet-
ing,” he said. “We are kind
of up against the wall,
somewhat, because of the
construction of the road”

Councilwoman Joann
Dawson said the plan

would still need the pub-
lic’s support.
“TIrees of Houston

doesn't want to get in the
middle of political bat-
tle)” she said. “The whole
community has to get be-
hind it”

Citing the people who
have been emailing coun-
cil members, Dawson
said there is a strong nu-
cleus of supporters.

“If councilmen who
had reservations about
the money — if they real-
ize that Trees of Houston
can really contribute to
the project, I think they’ll
get on board and be posi-
tive about the results,” she
said. “It looks like a win-
win for m<m~.<_uo&x
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