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Sta�  writer

Conditions at the Louisiana 
State Penitentiary at Angola 
and other state prisons should be 
investigated by the U.S. Justice 
Department’s civil rights divi-
sion, four congressmen said Fri-
day. U.S. Rep. Cedric Richmond, 
D-New Orleans, signed a let-
ter to Justice calling into ques-
tion Louisiana prison’s practices 
of solitary confinement, strip 
searches and treatment of Death 
Row inmates.

“We have reason to believe 
that the Louisiana Department 
of Corrections has engaged in a 
pattern or practice of violations 
of the United States Constitu-
tion in its use of such confine-
ment and detention practices,” 
said the letter to Thomas Per-
ez, assistant attorney general 
for civil rights. Joining Rich-
mond on the letter were Reps. 
John Conyers, D-Mich., Jerrold 
Nadler, D-N.Y. and Bobby Scott, 
D-Va.

It comes in the wake of two 
lawsuits fi led by Angola inmates 
against the corrections depart-
ment in the past several months. 
The congressmen said they have 
evidence that Louisiana prison 
officials held prisoners in soli-
tary confinement for unprec-
edented lengths and “colluded” 
with members of the state attor-
ney general’s office to cherry-
pick evidence from inmate phone 
calls to justify longer confine-
ment sentences.

The letter specifically men-
tions Herman Wallace and 
Albert Woodfox, two members 
of the Angola Three, who were 

conv icted of 
the stabbing 
death of a pris-
on g ua rd i n 
1972. Wallace 
and Woodfox 
have remained 
in solitary con-
finement since 
then, while the 
third member 
of the group, 
Robert King, 
was exoner-
a t e d  o f  h i s 

original crime after 29 years in 
solitary.

Wallace, 72, who was recently 
diagnosed with liver cancer, did 
not receive medical attention 
until he lost 50 pounds and was 
sent to the emergency room for 
treatment, according to the con-
gressmen. The letter alleged 
that other inmates “who have 
received less attention from 
the press” have likely spent as 
long in solitary as Wallace and 
Woodfox.

In addition, the letter says 
inmates are subjected to daily 
strip searches without cause. 
It cited a recent court case in 
which three Death Row inmates 
allege that extreme heat condi-
tions expose them to illness and 
death.

The letter does not mention 
a second lawsuit brought by two 
other Death Row inmates who 
urge prison officials to release 
the state’s execution protocol. 
The protocol was released last 
month, but the plaintiffs’ law-
yers said the included informa-
tion was insuffi cient.

In addition to mentioning 
Angola, the maximum-security 
prison about 60 miles northwest 
of Baton Rouge, the letter ques-
tions conditions at David Wade 
Correctional Center in Homer 
and Elayn Hunt Correctional 
Center in St. Gabriel.

“ We do not al lege these 

apparently unconstitutional pat-
terns and practices lightly,” the 
letter read, adding the congress-
men have spent six years dis-
cussing these and other issues 
with off icials, inmates and 
stakeholders.

In response, Corrections 
Communications Director Pam 
LaBorde said the department 
practices constitutionally sound 
policies and procedures in all 
areas including medical care 
and security and provides “ade-
quate” care to any inmate in 
need of it.

The attorney general’s offi ce 
was less measured in their 
response, calling the letter a 
“diatribe” while adding they 
could not comment on the issue 
because of pending litigation 
with Wallace and Woodfox.

“However, we feel compelled 
to point out that Congress-
man Richmond soft pedaled a 
very important fact concerning 
these two individuals,” the state-
ment added. “Both of them were 
unanimously convicted for the 
murder of a young prison guard 
at Louisiana State Penitentiary 
at Angola after having already 
been convicted of other violent 
felonies.”

Louisiana’s prison systems 
are no stranger to oversight by 
federal officials. In July 2012, 
the Justice’s civil rights divi-
sion found officials at St. Tam-
many Parish Jail did not provide 
inmates with adequate access 
to mental health care and was 
“deliberately indifferent” to indi-
vidual’s suicide risks. 

And just last month, a district 
judge approved a federal con-
sent decree calling for sweeping 
changes at Orleans Parish Pris-
on, including increased staffi ng 
and training.

Congressional Letter to DOJ 
Civil Rights Division
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Richmond among 
four who signed

Letter to feds says Angola conditions are cruel 
Four congress-
men have asked 
the U.S. Justice 
Department 
to investigate 
conditions at the 
Louisiana State 
Penitentiary at 
Angola.
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State senators in Louisiana 
have voted to block a veto over-
ride session, according to data 
released by the Senate early 
Friday. The session would have 
looked at line-item cuts and 
bills vetoed by Gov. Bobby Jin-
dal after the 2013 legislative 
session.

A majority of both chambers 
was needed to trigger the veto 
override session. Of the 39 sena-
tors, 26 mailed in their ballots, 
an indication they were opposed 
to the session. Only 38 of the 
105 representatives agreed with 
their colleagues in the upper 
chamber and voted against the 
session.

Calls for the session were 
spearheaded by House Demo-
cratic Caucus Chairman John 
Bel Edwards, D-Amite and by 
advocates unhappy with Jindal’s 
decision to halt an expansion to 
programs for the disabled.

In late June, Jindal line-item 
vetoed a $4 million expansion to 
the New Opportunity Waiver, or 

NOW, program, which provides 
in-home services for people with 
developmental disabilities. The 
additional funds would have 
made 200 more people eligible 
for the waivers. Currently, more 
than 10,000 Louisianians are on 
a 10-year waiting list.

Additional line-item vetoes 
included nearly $800,000 to Chil-
dren’s Special Health Clinics 
and nearly $1 million to the Indi-
vidual and Family Support Pro-
gram, which provides help with 
at-home care for children with 
developmental disabilities.

Reached for comment Friday 
morning, Bambi Polotzola of the 
disability advocacy group Over-
ride the Veto, said she was dis-
appointed with the outcome but 
added her group would continue 
to push for increased funding.

“We as advocates will con-
tinue to seek ways to be able to 
get funding for these necessary 
services,” she said, adding, “a 

very strong grassroots advocacy 
network has been born.”

Edwards said Friday he was 
unsurprised by the outcome. In 
the four decades since the cur-
rent state constitution was enact-
ed, lawmakers have never come 
together to vote in favor of such 
a session. The leadership of both 
chambers also came out early 
against the move, hindering the 
possibility of reconvening.

“That was the most likely out-
come from the beginning, but 
I am disappointed because it 
appears we have too many legis-
lators still deferring to the gov-
ernor,” Edwards said.

But he added the overwhelm-
ing support for the move among 
his colleagues was “encourag-
ing,” noting, “that means that 
there was a broad consensus 
in the House to side with the 
people over the governor and 
that certainly bodes well for the 
future.”

Earlier this week, Health 
and Hospitals Secretary Kathy 
Kliebert indicated the depart-
ment intended to shift the dis-
tribution of the NOW waiting 
list from fi rst-come, fi rst served 
to needs-based. Edwards said 
the move was a reaction to the 
outcry from disability advo-
cates and that even if the list was 
improved, increased funding 
was still necessary.
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Decision a blow
to the disabled

Louisiana senators vote to 
block veto override session
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House Democratic Caucus Chairman Rep. John Bel Edwards, D-Amite, led the call for a session to 
look at the line-item vetoes by Gov. Bobby Jindal.
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See how your legislators 
voted at nola.com

Early Restoration Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
The Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustees (Trustees) want to hear from
you. The Trustees intend to prepare a Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for early
restoration, which is a part of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Your
input and engagement are important. The Trustees encourage comments regarding the scope, content, and any
important information they should consider in the PEIS.

LOUISIANA PUBLIC MEETING
July 18, 2013 6:30 PM CST Courtyard Marriott

FEC Auditorium
730 East Beach Blvd.
Long Beach, MS 39560

Comments may also be submitted via the internet at www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov, or by mail to U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, P.O. Box 2099, Fairhope, AL 36533.

For more information about the Louisiana public meeting, please contact Drue Banta Winters at 225-235-4083,
or email drue.banta@la.gov.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations
to participate in this meeting is asked to advise the Trustees at least 5 days before the meeting by calling
Nanciann Regalado at 678-296-6805.

Deepwater HorizonNaturalResourceDamageAssessment

142 Library Boulevard
Houma, LA 70360


