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Subject: 

 
Dart Aerospace Ltd Helicopter Seat 4-Point Harness  

 
Area of Concern:  

 
All Helicopter Operations Using Dart 4-Point Harnesses  

 
Distribution: 

 
All Helicopter Users   

 
Discussion:  On May 22, 2008, CAL FIRE issued SAFECOM 08-0239  which stated that during short-haul 
training, the rescue supervisor discovered his seatbelt had inadvertently released. Upon closer inspection, it 
was found that all seat belts in the crew area would release without the use of the lever release; all that was 
required was a twisting motion. 
 
On June 2, 2008, Dart Aerospace issued service bulletin SB08-01on the DART 4-point shoulder harness. 
The service bulletin was issued as a result of inadvertent buckle releasing when “jiggled” back and forth. 
When released, the shoulder harness kit lap and shoulder belts separate.  
 
On June 2, 2008, SAFECOM 08-0276 was issued by the state of Alaska - Division of Forestry. After 
reviewing the Dart Aerospace service bulletin, it was discovered that two of the five Bell 212 helicopters 
equipped with the Dart shoulder harness kit had buckles that would release when “jiggled” back and forth.  

According to the Dart Aerospace SB08-01, Revision A, if the batch number stamped on the joggle part of 
the release is anything other than SSP0407 or SSP0408, the belt is UNAIRWORTHY and must be removed 
from the aircraft immediately. Revision A is attached to this Bulletin. 
 
On June 6, 2008, Dart Aerospace Ltd issued Revision B to the original seat belt bulletin. This could 
possibly make replacement belts recently received by operators and State agencies “UNAIRWORTHY”.  
Revision B is attached to this Bulletin. 

Recommendations: Review the attached DART Service Bulletins and inspect all DART harness 
assemblies to ensure that they are in compliance. If the buckles are not labeled with the correct serial 
number, they must be removed from service immediately. 

Questions should be forwarded to your Region Maintenance Officer or contact the local DOI NBC AMD 
Technical Services Office for assistance.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/s/ Robert Galloway  /s/ Ron Hanks 

Robert Galloway  Ron Hanks 

Aviation Safety Manager  Chief, Aviation Risk Management  
and Training Systems  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=12889
https://www.safecom.gov/searchone.asp?ID=12926


 
 
 

No. IA  08-06             June 16, 2008 Page 2 of 7 
 

                     

       REVISION A 
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         REVISION B 
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