
Laurel James is an enrolled member of the Yakama Nation and an Interdisciplinary PhD 
Candidate at the University of Washington in the School of Environmental & Forest 
Sciences and the Department of Anthropology. She also holds a MS Degree in Fire 
Ecology and a BS degree in Wildlife Science. Laurel has worked her entire career in the 
field of Natural Resources beginning as a wildland firefighter (engine, helitack & 
hotshot) then mostly in Wildlife Resources (endangered species, timber sales and NEPA 
assessments).  She was a member of the 2012 Indian Forest Management Assessment 
Team (IFMAT), as a graduate student observer and was recognized for her work with 
Tribal Communities in receiving the State of Washington, E3 (Education-Environment-
Economy) Green Apple Award for Diversity in Action in 2013. Laurel continues to 
pursue her Interdisciplinary PhD at the University of Washington and her dissertation 
focuses on a Forest History for the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes.  As the 
Director of Programs for NAFWS, Laurel is excited to work with Natural Resource 
professionals, across the nation! 
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