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Purpose1.1.  ThisChapterprescribesDepartmentalpolicy, functions, andresponsibilitiesfor
disasterassistancepreparednessactivitiesandoperations.  

Definitions1.2.  

A. AAmajordisaster@meansanyhurricane, tornado, storm, flood, highwater,  
wind-drivenwater, tidalwave, tsunami, earthquake, volcaniceruption, landslide, mudslide,  
snowstorm, drought, fire, explosion, orothercatastropheinanypartoftheUnitedStateswhich,  
inthedeterminationofthePresident, causesdamageofsufficientseverityandmagnitudeto
warrantmajordisasterassistancebytheFederalGovernmenttosupplementtheeffortsand
resourcesofStateandlocalgovernmentsandrelieforganizations.  

B. AnAemergency@meansanyhurricane, tornado, storm, flood, highwater,  
wind-drivenwater, tidalwave, tsunami, earthquake, volcaniceruption, landslide, mudslide,  
snowstorm, drought, fire, explosion, orothercatastropheinanypartoftheUnitedStateswhich
requiresFederalemergencyassistancetosupplementStateandlocaleffortstosavelivesand
lessenthethreatofdisaster.  

Authorities1.3.  

A. PublicLaw93-288datedMay24, 1974 - TheDisasterReliefActof1974.  

B. ExecutiveOrder12148datedJuly20, 1979 - FederalEmergencyManagement.  

DisasterDeclaration1.4.  AllrequestsforadeclarationbythePresidentthatamajordisaster
existsshallbemadebytheGovernoroftheaffectedstate.  Followingadeterminationbythe
Presidentthatamajordisasterexists, theDirector, FederalEmergencyManagementAgency
FEMA), maydelegateorassigntotheheadofanyagencyoftheexecutivebranchofthe

GovernmentthetaskofemployingitsresourcesinsupportofStateandlocalgovernmentdisaster
assistanceefforts.  TheDirector, FEMA, hasdelegatedtheresponsibilityforprovidingFederal
disasterassistanceundertheActtotheAssociateDirector, DisasterResponseandRecovery
DRR).  



Policy1.5.  InamajordisasteroremergencydeclaredbythePresident, allelementsofthe
Departmentwillprovideequipment, supplies, facilities, personnel, andotherresources, if
requestedbytheDirectororRegionalDirectorofFEMA, ortheAssociateDirectororaRegional
AssociateDirectorofDRR.  

Organizations1.6.  TheorganizationalarrangementsfortheDisasterAssistanceProgramof
theDepartmentaredescribedin190DM1.3B.  

FunctionsandResponsibilities1.7.  Intheeventofamajordisasterwhichinvolves, or
appearslikelytoinvolve, eitherarequestforsubstantialassistancefromtheDepartmentor
extensivedamagetopropertyorfacilitiesunderthejurisdictionoftheDepartment, theSecretary
oftheInteriorshouldbenotifiedandkeptconstantlyinformedofthesituation.  

A. AtSecretarialLevel.  

1) AssistantSecretary - Policy, BudgetandAdministrationhasbeendesignated
theDepartmentalrepresentativeforDisasterAssistance (295DM1.3A).  He/sheensuresthatthe
necessarymeasuresaretakentorespondtomajordisastersandotheremergencysituations
affectingtheDepartment.  Measuresnecessarytoachieveandmaintainthiscapabilityarespelled
outintheAct.  TheAssistantSecretary - Policy, Budget, andAdministrationshouldbenotified
immediatelyofanymajoremergencysituationaffectingtheDepartment.  Thenotificationshould
containabriefoutlineofthenatureandscopeoftheemergency, damagetopropertyor
emergencyassistancerequested, andanestimatedcosttotheDepartment.  

2) OtherAssistantSecretaries.  EachAssistantSecretary, withbureauand/orfield
organizations, isauthorizedtocomplywithofficialrequestsforFederaldisasterassistance (295
DM1.3B).  Toensurethatthenecessarymeasuresaretakentorespondtomajordisastersand
otheremergencysituations, thedelegatedauthorityconferredby295DM1.3Bshouldbe
delegatedtobureauheadsand/orfieldofficials.  

3) HeadsofBureausandOffices.  Eachheadofabureauandofficedelegated
disasterassistanceauthorityunder295DM1.5shouldassurethattheirorganizationisprepared
toprovidemaximumassistanceinanemergencysituation.  

B. AtFieldLevel.  

1) DepartmentalDefenseLiaisonOfficer (DDLO).  ADDLOisdesignatedin
eachofthestandardFederalregionsbytheSecretary (see295DM1.3C).  He/shewillactasa
focalpointfordisasterassistanceinhis/herregion.  TheDDLOwillrepresenttheDepartmentat
meetingsduringanemergencysituation, collectinformation, keepappropriateofficialsofthe
Department (atheadquartersandintheregion) informedofcurrentdevelopments, andcoordinate
theregionalemergencyactionsoftheDepartment.  TheDDLOhasnosupervisoryresponsibility
withrespecttoplanningforemergency/disastersituationsorfurnishingassistanceinhis/her
region, otherthantheliaisonfunctionsdescribedabove.  



2) BureauDefenseLiaisonOfficers (BDLO).  ABDLOisassignedbyeach
bureautoprovideliaisonbetweentheregionalDDLO(s), andbureauactivitiesintheregion.  In
thecontextofhis/herbureauassignments, thefunctionsofaBDLOaresimilartothoseofa
DDLO.  
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