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The SDNM is situated primarily in Maricopa County (440,600 acres) with a much smaller portions of the
Monument extending into Pinal County (55,800). Population centers adjacent to the Monument include
metropolitan Phoenix and the communities of Ajo, Goodyear, Buckeye, Gila Bend, Mobile, Casa Grande,
and Maricopa. The southwest boundary of the Monument is shared with the Barry M. Goldwater Air
Force Range.1

Public Outreach Prior to Designation

The Dryland Institute’s 2001 report titled “Biological Resources of the Sonoran Desert National
Monument, Arizona” provides a useful overview of the historical advocacy in support of designating the
SDNM. The document points the re-conveyance of the about 75,000 acres of land from the Department of
Defense to the BLM in 2000 as a motivating factor for advocates proposing the designation of the now
SDNM. Former Department of Interior Secretary Babbitt toured the area in late 2000. Based on
information in historical articles, it appears that Secretary Babbitt did meet with both advocates and
opponents of the designation prior to making his recommendation for designation to President Clinton.

However, the details of those meetings and any public meetings or hearings are not readily available.

Local Economy and Economic Impacts
Table 1 summarizes some key demographic and economic indicators for Maricopa County, Pinal County,
and the State of Arizona. Maricopa County contains just over 60 percent of the population in the State of
Arizona most residing in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Since 1990, the County has grown proportionally
more than the State as a well (89% compared to 81%). Although Pinal County has significantly less
population, accounting for around 6 percent of the State’s population, the County’s population growth
since 1990 has been well above the State’s rate (235%). The current unemployment rate in both counties
is 3.9 percent and below the State’s rate. A substantial portion of the Pinal County workforce are
employed in jobs outside the County. This observation is reflected in the ratio of jobs to population (23% 

                                               
1 The Proclamation also directed the BLM to continue existing management practices in the area adjacent to the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range (the Sand Tanks Mountains area of the SDNM commonly known as “Area
A”). This area was previously controlled and managed by the U.S. Air Force and re conveyed to the BLM from the
Department of Defense by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000. The approved RMP
designated the area as a Special Management Area and stated that access to the area would continue to require the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range entry and public safety permit (for the BLM, these are managed as Individual
Special Recreation Permits).
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 Energy: There is no potential for coal resources within the Monument. The potential for oil & gas is
low, except in the Vekol Basin in the southeast part of the Monument, where the potential is
moderate.  The potential for geothermal resources is generally moderate throughout the Monument,
similar to the rest of the region south and west of Phoenix. However, there is no recorded production
of leasable minerals from within the Monument area. The region has high potential for solar energy
development. Opportunities for wind energy or biomass are minimal. Prior to the approved SDNM
RMP there were three 1-mile wide utility corridors that crossed BLM-administered lands within the
Monument. The approved RMP designated the entire Monument as an exclusion area. This decision
prohibits utility scale solar energy development and the designation multiuse utility corridors
(including new transmission infrastructure or pipelines). The Proclamation withdrew the Monument
from location, entry, and patent under mining laws, subject to valid existing rights.
 

 N E gy Mi l   P i l f  l bl  i l  i hi  he Monument area is considered low
to moderate. Areas with moderate potential occur in mountainous terrain, a large portion of this
terrain is within the three Wilderness areas. The southern portion of the SDNM has one area outside
designated wilderness with high potential for porphyry copper and one very small area with high
p   g       g    g p tial

   g              
 l ed closer to population centers outside the Monument. Costs to transport salable

minerals produced within the Monument area to nearby population centers would be greater than
transportation costs associated with mines outside the Monument and closer to population centers.
However, within the Monument, along Interstate 8, there are three authorized material site rights-of-
way issued to the Federal Highway Administration, for the purpose of supplying construction
materials to aid federal highway projects. The material sites are sand and gravel pits that are
intermittently used to supply highway maintenance projects on Interstate 8. Information on non-
energy minerals resource in the FEIS was limited, but it was noted there were no existing locatable

i l  i h  i  h  SDNM  ll i  i i  l i  h  l  N   h   i i
i l l  i l t i l  l   f   it  i  th  SDNM

 

 Grazing:  As explained in the FEIS, in Arizona, BLM grazing allotments are classified as perennial,

ephemeral, or perennial-ephemeral. Perennial means the allotment consistently produces enough

forage to support a livestock operation year round and has an established forage limit; whereas,

ephemeral allotments and allotments with ephemeral forage, is based on vegetation production and

determined prior to authorizing use. Prior to Monument designation there were 16,433 perennial

active AUMs  Responsive to the Proclamation  as permits expired in areas south of Interstate 8, they

 t d d i  th  i l ti  AUM  t  8 703  SDNM by early 2009. The

appro ed RMP further reduced perennial acti e AUMs within the Monument to 3,114 by closing

areas not meeting rangeland health standards but also continued allocating grazing allotments as

perennial  perennial ephemeral  or ephemeral (north of Interstate 8)  These livestock grazing

i i   h ll    l  ill b i  li i  H ver, the decision was stayed

 prevented the BLM from renewing permits until the litigation was resolved. Currently there are
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The SDNM is situated primarily in Maricopa County (440,600 acres) with a much smaller portions of the
Monument extending into Pinal County (55,800). Population centers adjacent to the Monument include
metropolitan Phoenix and the communities of Ajo, Goodyear, Buckeye, Gila Bend, Mobile, Casa Grande,
and Maricopa. The southwest boundary of the Monument is shared with the Barry M. Goldwater Air
Force Range.1

Public Outreach Prior to Designation

The Dryland Institute’s 2001 report titled “Biological Resources of the Sonoran Desert National
Monument, Arizona” provides a useful overview of the historical advocacy in support of designating the
SDNM. The document points the re-conveyance of the about 75,000 acres of land from the Department of
Defense to the BLM in 2000 as a motivating factor for advocates proposing the designation of the now
SDNM. Former Department of Interior Secretary Babbitt toured the area in late 2000. Based on
information in historical articles, it appears that Secretary Babbitt did meet with both advocates and
opponents of the designation prior to making his recommendation for designation to President Clinton.

However, the details of those meetings and any public meetings or hearings are not readily available.

Local Economy and Economic Impacts
Table 1 summarizes some key demographic and economic indicators for Maricopa County, Pinal County,
and the State of Arizona. Maricopa County contains just over 60 percent of the population in the State of
Arizona most residing in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Since 1990, the County has grown proportionally
more than the State as a well (89% compared to 81%). Although Pinal County has significantly less
population, accounting for around 6 percent of the State’s population, the County’s population growth
since 1990 has been well above the State’s rate (235%). The current unemployment rate in both counties
is 3.9 percent and below the State’s rate. A substantial portion of the Pinal County workforce are
employed in jobs outside the County. This observation is reflected in the ratio of jobs to population (23% 

                                               
1 The Proclamation also directed the BLM to continue existing management practices in the area adjacent to the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range (the Sand Tanks Mountains area of the SDNM commonly known as “Area
A”). This area was previously controlled and managed by the U.S. Air Force and re conveyed to the BLM from the
Department of Defense by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000. The approved RMP
designated the area as a Special Management Area and stated that access to the area would continue to require the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range entry and public safety permit (for the BLM, these are managed as Individual
Special Recreation Permits).
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 Energy: There is no potential for coal resources within the Monument. The potential for oil & gas is
low, except in the Vekol Basin in the southeast part of the Monument, where the potential is
moderate.  The potential for geothermal resources is generally moderate throughout the Monument,
similar to the rest of the region south and west of Phoenix. However, there is no recorded production
of leasable minerals from within the Monument area. The region has high potential for solar energy
development. Opportunities for wind energy or biomass are minimal. Prior to the approved SDNM
RMP there were three 1-mile wide utility corridors that crossed BLM-administered lands within the
Monument. The approved RMP designated the entire Monument as an exclusion area. This decision
prohibits utility scale solar energy development and the designation multiuse utility corridors
(including new transmission infrastructure or pipelines). The Proclamation withdrew the Monument
from location, entry, and patent under mining laws, subject to valid existing rights.
 

 N E gy Mi l   P i l f  l bl  i l  i hi  he Monument area is considered low
to moderate. Areas with moderate potential occur in mountainous terrain, a large portion of this
terrain is within the three Wilderness areas. The southern portion of the SDNM has one area outside
designated wilderness with high potential for porphyry copper and one very small area with high
p   g       g    g p tial

   g              
 l ed closer to population centers outside the Monument. Costs to transport salable

minerals produced within the Monument area to nearby population centers would be greater than
transportation costs associated with mines outside the Monument and closer to population centers.
However, within the Monument, along Interstate 8, there are three authorized material site rights-of-
way issued to the Federal Highway Administration, for the purpose of supplying construction
materials to aid federal highway projects. The material sites are sand and gravel pits that are
intermittently used to supply highway maintenance projects on Interstate 8. Information on non-
energy minerals resource in the FEIS was limited, but it was noted there were no existing locatable

i l  i h  i  h  SDNM  ll i  i i  l i  h  l  N   h   i i
i l l  i l t i l  l   f   it  i  th  SDNM

 

 Grazing:  As explained in the FEIS, in Arizona, BLM grazing allotments are classified as perennial,

ephemeral, or perennial-ephemeral. Perennial means the allotment consistently produces enough

forage to support a livestock operation year round and has an established forage limit; whereas,

ephemeral allotments and allotments with ephemeral forage, is based on vegetation production and

determined prior to authorizing use. Prior to Monument designation there were 16,433 perennial

active AUMs  Responsive to the Proclamation  as permits expired in areas south of Interstate 8, they

 t d d i  th  i l ti  AUM  t  8 703  SDNM by early 2009. The

appro ed RMP further reduced perennial acti e AUMs within the Monument to 3,114 by closing

areas not meeting rangeland health standards but also continued allocating grazing allotments as

perennial  perennial ephemeral  or ephemeral (north of Interstate 8)  These livestock grazing

i i   h ll    l  ill b i  li i  H ver, the decision was stayed

 prevented the BLM from renewing permits until the litigation was resolved. Currently there are
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The SDNM is situated primarily in Maricopa County (440,600 acres) with a much smaller portions of the
Monument extending into Pinal County (55,800). Population centers adjacent to the Monument include
metropolitan Phoenix and the communities of Ajo, Goodyear, Buckeye, Gila Bend, Mobile, Casa Grande,
and Maricopa. The southwest boundary of the Monument is shared with the Barry M. Goldwater Air
Force Range.1

Public Outreach Prior to Designation

The Dryland Institute’s 2001 report titled “Biological Resources of the Sonoran Desert National
Monument, Arizona” provides a useful overview of the historical advocacy in support of designating the
SDNM. The document points the re-conveyance of the about 75,000 acres of land from the Department of
Defense to the BLM in 2000 as a motivating factor for advocates proposing the designation of the now
SDNM. Former Department of Interior Secretary Babbitt toured the area in late 2000. Based on
information in historical articles, it appears that Secretary Babbitt did meet with both advocates and
opponents of the designation prior to making his recommendation for designation to President Clinton.

However, the details of those meetings and any public meetings or hearings are not readily available.

Local Economy and Economic Impacts
Table 1 summarizes some key demographic and economic indicators for Maricopa County, Pinal County,
and the State of Arizona. Maricopa County contains just over 60 percent of the population in the State of
Arizona most residing in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Since 1990, the County has grown proportionally
more than the State as a well (89% compared to 81%). Although Pinal County has significantly less
population, accounting for around 6 percent of the State’s population, the County’s population growth
since 1990 has been well above the State’s rate (235%). The current unemployment rate in both counties
is 3.9 percent and below the State’s rate. A substantial portion of the Pinal County workforce are
employed in jobs outside the County. This observation is reflected in the ratio of jobs to population (23% 

                                               
1 The Proclamation also directed the BLM to continue existing management practices in the area adjacent to the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range (the Sand Tanks Mountains area of the SDNM commonly known as “Area
A”). This area was previously controlled and managed by the U.S. Air Force and re conveyed to the BLM from the
Department of Defense by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000. The approved RMP
designated the area as a Special Management Area and stated that access to the area would continue to require the
Barry M. Goldwater Air Force Range entry and public safety permit (for the BLM, these are managed as Individual
Special Recreation Permits).

FOIA001:01725941

DOI-2021-05 00221







DRAFT – July 10, 2017 – values, figures, and text are subject to revision

6

 Energy: There is no potential for coal resources within the Monument. The potential for oil & gas is
low, except in the Vekol Basin in the southeast part of the Monument, where the potential is
moderate.  The potential for geothermal resources is generally moderate throughout the Monument,
similar to the rest of the region south and west of Phoenix. However, there is no recorded production
of leasable minerals from within the Monument area. The region has high potential for solar energy
development. Opportunities for wind energy or biomass are minimal. Prior to the approved SDNM
RMP there were three 1-mile wide utility corridors that crossed BLM-administered lands within the
Monument. The approved RMP designated the entire Monument as an exclusion area. This decision
prohibits utility scale solar energy development and the designation multiuse utility corridors
(including new transmission infrastructure or pipelines). The Proclamation withdrew the Monument
from location, entry, and patent under mining laws, subject to valid existing rights.
 

 N E gy Mi l   P i l f  l bl  i l  i hi  he Monument area is considered low
to moderate. Areas with moderate potential occur in mountainous terrain, a large portion of this
terrain is within the three Wilderness areas. The southern portion of the SDNM has one area outside
designated wilderness with high potential for porphyry copper and one very small area with high
p   g       g    g p tial

   g              
 l ed closer to population centers outside the Monument. Costs to transport salable

minerals produced within the Monument area to nearby population centers would be greater than
transportation costs associated with mines outside the Monument and closer to population centers.
However, within the Monument, along Interstate 8, there are three authorized material site rights-of-
way issued to the Federal Highway Administration, for the purpose of supplying construction
materials to aid federal highway projects. The material sites are sand and gravel pits that are
intermittently used to supply highway maintenance projects on Interstate 8. Information on non-
energy minerals resource in the FEIS was limited, but it was noted there were no existing locatable

i l  i h  i  h  SDNM  ll i  i i  l i  h  l  N   h   i i
i l l  i l t i l  l   f   it  i  th  SDNM

 

 Grazing:  As explained in the FEIS, in Arizona, BLM grazing allotments are classified as perennial,

ephemeral, or perennial-ephemeral. Perennial means the allotment consistently produces enough

forage to support a livestock operation year round and has an established forage limit; whereas,

ephemeral allotments and allotments with ephemeral forage, is based on vegetation production and

determined prior to authorizing use. Prior to Monument designation there were 16,433 perennial

active AUMs  Responsive to the Proclamation  as permits expired in areas south of Interstate 8, they

 t d d i  th  i l ti  AUM  t  8 703  SDNM by early 2009. The

appro ed RMP further reduced perennial acti e AUMs within the Monument to 3,114 by closing

areas not meeting rangeland health standards but also continued allocating grazing allotments as

perennial  perennial ephemeral  or ephemeral (north of Interstate 8)  These livestock grazing

i i   h ll    l  ill b i  li i  H ver, the decision was stayed

 prevented the BLM from renewing permits until the litigation was resolved. Currently there are
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