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Public Law 92-203

AN ACT

To provide for the settlement of certain land claims of Alaska Natives, and for

other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That this Act may
be cited as the “Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act”.

DECLARATION OF POLICY

Skc. 2. Congress finds and declares that—

(a) there is an immediate need for a fair and just settlement of
all claims by Natives and Native groups of Alaska, based on
aboriginal land claims;

(b) the settlement should be accomplished rapidly, with cer-
tainty, in conformity with the real economic and social needs of
Natives, without litigation, with maximum participation by
Natives in decisions affecting their rights and property, with-
out establishing any permanent racially defined institutions,
rights, privileges, or obligations, without creating a reservation
system or lengthy wardship or trusteeship, and without adding
to the categories of property and institutions enjoying special tax
privileges or to the legislation establishing special relationships
between the United States Government and the State of Alaska;

(c) no provision of this Act shall replace or diminish any right,
privilege, or obligation of Natives as citizens of the United States
or of Alaska, or relieve, replace, or diminish any obligation of the
United States or of the State or Alaska to protect and promote the
rights or welfare of Natives as citizens of the United States or of
Alaska; the Secretary is authorized and directed, together with
other appropriate agencies of the United States Government, to
make a study of all Federal programs primarily designed to bene-
fit Native people and to report back to the Congress with his recom-
mendations for the future management and operation of these
programs within three years of the date of enactment of this Act;

(d) no provision of this Act shall constitute a precedent for
reopening, renegotiating, or legislating upon any past settlement
involving land claims or other matters with any Native organiza-
tions, or any tribe, band, or identifiable group of American
Indians;

(e) no provision of this Act shall effect a change or changes in
the petroleum reserve policy reflected in sections 7421 through
7438 of title 10 of the United States Code except as specifically
provided in this Act;

(f) no provision of this Act shall be construed to constitute a
jurisdictional act, to confer jurisdiction to sue, nor to grant
implied consent to Natives to sue the United States or any of its
officers with respect to the claims extinguished by the operation of
this Act; and

(g) no provision of this Act shall be construed to terminate or
otherwise curtail the activities of the Economic Development
Administration or other Federal agencies conducting loan or loan
and grant programs in Alaska. For this purpose only, the terms
“Indian reservation” and “trust or restricted Indian-owned land
areas” in Public Law 89-136, the Public Works and Economic
Development Act of 1965, as amended, shall be interpreted to
include lands granted to Natives under this Act as long as such
lands remain in the ownership of the Native villages or the
Regional Corporations.
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(i) Prior to a conveyance pursuant to section 14, lands withdrawn
by or pursuant to sections 11, 14, and 16 shall be subject to administra-
tion by the Secretary, or by the Secretary of Agriculture in the case
of National Forest lands, under applicable laws and regulations, and
their authority to make contracts and to grant leases, permits, rights-
of-way, or easements shall not be impaired by the withdrawal.

(j) In any area of Alaska for which protraction diagrams of the
Bureau of Land Management or the State do not exist, or which does
not conform to the United States Land Survey System, or which has
not been surveyed in a manner adequate to withdraw and grant the
lands provided for under this Aect, the Secretary shall take such
actions as are necessary to accomplish the purposes of this Act, and
the deeds granted shall note that upon completion of an adequate
survey appropriate adjustments will be made to insure that the bene-
ficiaries of the land grants receive their full entitlement.

(k) Any patents to lands under this Act which are located within
the boundaries of a national forest shall contain such conditions as the
Secretary deems necessary to assure that:

(1) the sale of any timber from such lands shall, for a period
of five years, be subject to the same restrictions relating to the
export of timber from the United States as are applicable to
national forest lands in Alaska under rules and regulations of the
Secretary of Agriculture; and

(2) such lands are managed under the principle of sustained
yield and under management practices for protection and enhance-
ment of environmental quality no less stringent than such
management practices on adjacent national forest lands for a
period of twelve years.

(1) Notwithstanding any provision of this Act, no Village or
Regional Corporation shall select lands which are within two miles
from the boundary, as it exists on the date of enactment of this Act,
of any home rule or first class city (excluding boroughs) or which are
within six miles from the boundary of Ketchikan.

REVIEW BY CONGRESS

Sec. 23. The Secretary shall submit to the Congress annual reports
on implementation of this Act. Such reports shall be filed by the Sec-
retary annually until 1984. At the beginning of the first session of
Congress in 1985 the Secretary shall submit, through the President,
a report of the status of the Natives and Native groups in Alaska,
and a summary of actions taken under this Act, together with such
recommendations as may be appropriate.

APPROPRIATIONS

Skc. 24. There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as may
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.

PUBLICATIONS

Sec. 25. The Secretary is authorized to issue and publish in the
Federal Register, pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act,
silch regulations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
Act.

SAVING CLAUSE

SEc. 26. To the extent that there is a conflict between any provision
of this Act and any other Federal laws applicable to Alaska, the pro-
visions of this Act shall govern.
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SEPARABILITY

Sgc. 27. If any provision of this Act or the applicability thereof is
held invalid the remainder of this Act shall not be affected thereby.

Approved December 18, 1971.

Public Law 92-204
December 18, 1971 AN ACT

[H. R.11731] Making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending
- June 30, 1972, and for other purposes.

_Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
pDepartment of United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following
o TS 72. Sums are appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not other-

wise appropriated, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1972, for military
functions administered by the Department of Defense, and for other
purposes, namely :

TITLE 1

MILITARY PERSONNEL

MiLiTARY PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest on
deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel (including all
expenses thereof for organizational movements), and expenses of tem-
porary duty travel between permanent duty stations, for members of
the Army on active duty (except members of reserve components pro-
vided for elsewhere) ; $7,315,637,000.

MiLiTARY PERSONNEL, NAVY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest on
deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel (including all
expenses thereof for organizational movements), and expenses of tem-
porary duty travel between permanent duty stations, for members of
the Navy on active duty (except members of the Reserve provided for
elsewhere), midshipmen, and aviation cadets; $4,558,571,000.

MiLrtary PERSONNEL, MArINE CORPS

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest on
deposits, gratunities, permanent change of station travel (including all
expenses thereof for organizational movements), and expenses of tem-
porary duty travel between permanent duty stations, for members of
the Marine Corps on active duty (except members of the Reserve pro-
vided for elsewhere) ; $1,332,550,000.

MiriTary PErsonnzL, Air Force

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest on
deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel (including all
expenses thereof for organizational movements), and expenses of tem-
porary duty travel between permanent duty stations, for members of
the Air Force on active duty (except members of reserve components
provided for elsewhere), cadets, and aviation cadets; $6,470,283,000.





