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because they cannot afford it, and
one-half of all the people hounded by
collection agencies are in debt because
they have medical bills they cannot
pay.

The crisis is not confined to the 100
million Americans who are uninsured
or underinsured. Key health care in-
stitutior:s on which millions of Ameri-
cans depend are on the verge of col-
lapse.

In Mew York City, the average wait
in emergency rooms is 3 days before a
patient can be admitted to the hospi-
t2l. In Los Ar.geles, more than half the
private hospitals have dropped out of
the Los Angeles trauma care network

tl:e most seriously injured because

they can no longer afford to care for

uninsured patients.

Virtually every State in the country
is reporting that patients are piled up
in emergency rooms because of a lack
of hsspital beds. Forty percent of the
Nation's hospitals fail to meet health
and safety standards. -

Whether a patient is rich or poor, in-
sured or uninsured, these conditions
have the potential to put life at risk.
And even Americans that are fully in-
sured today are just one paycheck, one
job change, one management decision
to drop insurance coverage from being
out of luck tomorrow,

One of the most troubling aspects of
the current crisis is the devastating
impact on children. Every child in
America deserves a healthy start in
life. But too rmany fail to get it be-
cause their perents can't afford it and
society won't provide it. One in every
five children in America today—12 mil-
lion children in all—have no health in-
surance coverage. Two out of every
three pregnant women who are unin-
sured do not get the low-cost, effective
prenatzl care thret their babies need. It
is no wonder that eighteen other in-
dustrial nations have a tetter record
in keeping bables alive than the
United States. Forty percent of our
children do not even receive basic
childhood vaccines. .

American children are the innocent
victims of the health care crisis and
that means that America is the victim,
too—because our children are our
future. .

_ The crisis in health care is not only
a health issue, it {s an economic issue
as well. The United States spends
more than any other country on
health care. We spend 40 percent more
per capita than Cenada, 80 percent
more per capita than West Germany,
and more than twice as much as
Japan. No wonder that American
firms are struggling to compete in
world markets, that health cere has
become a flash point in labor negotia-
tions, and that business and labor
alike are demanding a comprehensive
health policy.

1 believe that the time has come

when universal health care and tough

cost control meesures can and must be
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are demanding action, and when the
people lead, the politiclans will follow.

The legislation we are introducing
today represents as downpayment on
the comprehensive reform that must
be enacted. It targets one of the most
ciitical health problems in our current
system—inadequate coverage under
Mediczid for poor pregnant women
and children, and I urge the Senate to
enact it.
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INVESTMENT OF INDIAN TRUST FUNDS
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