United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.20240

JANUARY 29, 2019
OWF POLICY MEMORANDUM 2019-007

To: Director, Bureau of Land Management
Director, National Park Service
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs
Commissioner, Bureau of Reclamation
Director, U.S. Geological Survey

From: Jeff Rupert, Director — Office of Wildland Fire M/Z M

Subject: Additional Guidance for Fiscal Year 2019 Funds Execution and Wildland
Fire Budget Allocations under Continuing Resolution

Purpose: This memorandum provides additional direction regarding the DO1 Wildland
Fire Management (WFM) budget allocations for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019, based on
amendment of Public Law (P.L.} 115-245: the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2019. On
January 25, 2019, the President signed into law P.L. 116-5, which extends the FY 2019
Continuing Resolution (CR) from December 21, 2018 to February 15, 2019.

Scope: This memo outlines budget allocation amounts under the CR for WFM funded
programs and activities in the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Naticonal Park Service
(NPS), the Office of Wildland Fire (OQWF), and the Department-wide activities. Final
guidance will be issued when a full year appropriation is enacted.

Time Frame: P.L. 115-245, P.L.. 115-298 and P.L. 116-5 cover FY 2019 from October 1,
2018 to February 15, 2019. This is a period covering 138 days, which is 37.81 percent of
the FY. This Policy Memorandum is effective immediately and remains in effect until
rescinded or modified.

Policy: Bureaus must continue to follow the CR terms and provisions outlined in OWF
Policy Memorandum 2019-002.

Bureau aliocation amounts for the CR are outlined below in Table 1. This includes CR
allocation amounts based on the FY 2018 funding levels and taking into account an
adjustment to reserve funds available in the Facilities activity for fire readiness and
response priorities.



Table 1: Wildland Fire Management FY 2019 CR Allocations

Funding shown in thousands ($000)

—
Totsl CR
BiA aLm FWS NPS OWF Parent | Funding |
Freparedness 5 QJ-_ZE 5 35250 | § 5277 1% Ti82 | s 150 | 5 247 | § £1997
Supgression $  B4A02]S 42833 | § 4005 )8 9300 |§ 3 [ 72546 |
CR #1{0ctaber 1- Suppression -
Decsmber §, 208) Facilities Allocation 3 324 ]s 2646 | § i 3 B4l s $ 3433
Fueis M anagement $ 777318 %5320 9§ ajara s 4488135 763 ]S 8451 s 34278
Bumed Area Rehabititation % 824 1 8 2459 | § B5) 8§ 336 $ 38H
Joint Fire Scrence Program 3 $ 559 1| § - 13 - $ $ $ 559
CR #1{Qctober 1- Praparedness $ {15000 $ 15 000,
December 7, 208} | Supgression % 23.000 $ 23,000
| Aliocation Adjustment | Fusis Management 3 (8.000}} ] {8.000}|
JCR#2(December8 208-
| __December21 208} Suppression $ $ 36407 ]S $ $ 3 - & 36407
CR #1tOctobar 1- Propamedness $ 15,000 3 L]
Dacamber7, 208) Suppression s (230000 $  {23.000)
Aliocaton Adiustment | Fusis M anagement 3 8,000 $ 5,000 |
| Preparedness § BAT | $ 36485 | § 5405 18 7 $_ 16208 1 £3,528 |
Suppression $ 402 | S 3885 | 8 uols 306313 - $ B3 38.990
Fuels Management s 92 | 3 7,040 | § 3987 1S 407 |S  7e6 ]S 879 | § 35.291
zggf;ifm:';fé) Bumsd Ares Rehabiiation | § N e AT T s 3925
] Joint Fira Sciance Program || $ - 5 575 | § - 5 - ] $ 575
Facilities Alocalion -
Reserved for Readiness
& Rasponsa Priosities 3 - 5 $ 3 = $ = $ 2827 | % 2827 |
Total Bureau ]
Aﬂ'oclﬂg‘g‘ $ 64,992 $ 203,080 § 24638 _.3.37:277 §4,324 % 244380 $§ 358471

Transfer of funds has been completed, and OWF has notified bureaus of the Treasury
transaction numbers.

In addition to funding levels provided in Table 1, the following budget guidance and

direction applies:

Preparedness: In order to prevent further delays in wildland fire preparedness activities due

to the furlough and FY 2019 appropriations status, bureaus are strongly encouraged to

implement the highest priority Preparedness activities as expeditiously as possible to ensure
the Department is prepared for the fire season through February and beyond. Use of
carryover funding balances should also be considered.

Suppression Operations: All Suppression funding under the CR will be allocated. The

basis for allocation is the percent share each bureau has of the ten-year rolling average, and
allocations are adjusted to balance the additional Suppression funding BLM received under

OWF Policy Memorandum 2019-005. If high fire activity requires more funding than is

available in your bureau’s allocation of Suppression, please contact OWF immediately.

Fuels Management: Funding for the Fuels Management (FM) program will remain at the
FY 2018 allocation levels, as calculated for the period under the CR.

Reserved Funding from Facilities: No funding is allocated for Facilities under the CR.
Funding available for the Facilities activity is reserved in the Parent account and will be
redirected for fire readiness and response priorities as needed during the CR period. Please

contact OWF with any requests for priority work to be completed by February 15, 2019.



Contacts: All questions regarding this Policy Memorandum can be directed to Thao Tran,
Budget OfTicer, Office of Wildland Fire at (202) 606-0518, or Craig Leff, Deputy Director,
Office of Wildland Fire, at (202) 606-3053.

ce: Interior Fire Executives
Interior Fire Directors





