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AssociateDirector, NaturalResourcesStewardshipandScience6.1.  
Thisassociatedirectordevelopsservicewidepolicies, national

levelguidance, anddirectionfortheprotectionandenhancement
ofnaturalresourcesandrelatedvaluesofparkunits; fostersNPS
cooperationwithpublicandprivateentitiesinconservationplanning
andthemanagementofparknaturalresourcesinabroad, ecosystem
andlandscapecontext; andprovidesservicewideprogramdevelopment,  
technicalassistance, andleadershipinthenaturalresources
managementandtheuseofscience. Thisassociatedirectoralso
ensuresthatseniorNationalParkServicemanagementhasreadily
accessibleadvicefromtop-levelscientistswhounderstandthe
Service'smission. Tothisend, thisassociatedirectorutilizes
visitingchiefscientistsinthenaturalandsocialscienceswho
providescientificadviceandmanagerelevantprogramsandprojects
inthenaturalandsocialsciences. Theassociatedirectoralso
coordinatesNationalParkServiceparticipationintheinteragency
CooperativeEcosystemStudiesUnitsnetwork.  

A. DeputyAssociateDirector.  Thisofficesupervisesthe
NaturalResourceProgramCoordinationOfficeandtheNaturalResource
ProgramCenter.  ThisdeputyalsosupervisesstaffintheAssociate
Director=sofficeinformulatinganddistributingpoliciesrelated
tonaturalresources, supportingManandtheBiosphereandthe
NationalNaturalLandmarkprograms, andundertakingotherpolicy
andprogram-relatedactivitiesthataffectmultiplenaturaland
socialsciencedisciplines.  

B. NaturalResourceProgramCoordinationOffice.  Thisoffice
providesadministrativesupporttotheNaturalResourcesStewardship
andScienceprogramsstationedinWashington, DC.  Itcoordinates
information, evaluations, andotheractivitieswithservicewide
offices.   

C. NationalNaturalResourcesProgramCenter.  Thisnational
programcenterislocatedinDenverandFortCollins, CO, and
Washington, DC.  Itprovidessupportfornaturalresourcesprograms.  
ItassistsfieldunitsinprotectingNationalParkSystemresources

andwithinteragencyandpartnershipstewardshipefforts.    



1) AirResourcesDivision.  Thisdivision, inpartnership
withparksandothers, workstopreserve, protect, enhance, and
understandairqualityandotherresourcessensitivetoairquality
intheNationalParkSystem.  Theseresourcesincludevisibility
andallresourcesdependentuponandaffectedbyairquality.  This
divisionprovidesairresourcemanagement, policy, technical,  
planning, andoperationalsupportandresearchassistancetoparks
andconductslegislative, regulatory, andenvironmentalreviews
relatedtoairquality.  Itassiststhefieldinairquality
managementactivities.   

2) EnvironmentalQualityDivision.  Thisdivision
coordinatesactivitiesundertheNationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct

NEPA) andotherrelatedenvironmentalmandates, incooperationwith
otherdivisionshavingspecificresponsibilitiesrelatedto
environmentalmandates.  Itdevelopsguidelinesandprovides
trainingforenvironmentalimpactassessmentrequirementsin
servicewideresourcemanagement, planninganddecisionmaking
processesandforpreparationofconservationplanningandimpact
assessmentdocuments, impactmitigation, andpublicinvolvement
strategies.  Thisdivisionprovidesacentralpointofcontactfor
evaluationandparticipationintheenvironmentaldocumentsand
relatedactivitiesofotherstate, localandfederalagenciesthat
mayimpactonareasunderthejurisdictionoftheNationalPark
ServiceorinareasofspecialexpertisewithintheNPS.  This
Divisionisalsoresponsibleforpolicydevelopmentandrecovery
ofcostsandmonetarydamageawardsunderCERCLA, theFWPCA, the
OilPollutionActandtheNationalParkSystemResourceProtection
Actandforrestorationactivitiesundertakenasaresultof
recoveriesunderthoseacts.  Italsoprovidestrainingandadvice
intheimplementationofSection2402oftheEnergyPolicyAct
concerninghydroelectricprojectswithinNPSunitsandFederalEnergy
RegulatoryCommission (FERC) licensingactivitieswithinNPSunits.  

3) WaterResourcesDivision.  Thisdivisionisresponsible
forthepreservationandprotectionofNationalParkServicewater
resourcesandwaterdependentenvironmentsthroughawatershed
managementprogram.  Itprovideswaterresourcemanagementpolicy,  
planning, andoperationalsupporttoServicepersonnel.  It
formulateswaterresourcespolicyrecommendationsandconducts
legislative, regulatory, andenvironmentalreviewsrelatedtowater
resourceprotection.  Itassiststhefieldinwaterresources
activities.    

4) GeologicResourcesDivision.  Thisdivisionin
partnershipwithparksandothers, workstoprotect, preserveand
understandthegeologicresourcesandprocessesoftheNationalPark
Systemandtoprotectparkresourcesfromincompatiblemineral
developmentinandadjacenttoparks.  Itformulatespolicy
recommendations, regulations, guidanceandlegislativeproposals
relatedtogeologicresourcesandmineralsmanagement.  Itassists
parkpersonnelinassessingneeds, impactmitigation, engineering
services, interpretation, research, planningandpolicyand



regulatoryapplicationrelatingtogeologicprocesses, issuesand
activities.  Thisdivisionalsoprovidestechnicalandfinancial
assistancetoparksinrestoringdisturbedlandsandisresponsible
forprogramguidanceandoversightintheareaofmineralsmanagement.  
ThisdivisionrepresentstheNPSonDepartmentalminingclaim

validityissues.   



5) NaturalResourceInformationDivision.  Thisdivision
isresponsibleforpolicies, guidanceandplanning, fornatural
resourcesinventoryandmonitoringprogramsthroughouttheService,  
aswellasfordirectlyacquiring12basicnaturalresourcedata
setsandforprototypemonitoringprogramsinselectedparks.  It
alsomaintainsandanalyzesservicewidedatabasesforcritical
crosscuttingnaturalresourceandprogrammaticdata.  Ittransfers
technicalinformationaboutnaturalresourcesandnaturalresource
programstootherusersinNPSandtointerestedportionsofthe
public.  Itmaintainsaprogramtoassessandreportonthecondition
ofnaturalresourcesinparks, basedonmonitoringdata.    

6) BiologicalResourcesManagementDivision.  This
divisionprovidespolicy, planning, andoperationalsupportto
Servicepersonnelconcerningthemanagementofnativevegetation
andwildliferesources, thecontrolofnonnativespecies, andthe
biologicalrestorationofdisturbedecosystems.  Itformulates
biologicalresourcepolicyrecommendationsandconductslegislative,  
regulatory, andenvironmentalreviewsrelatedtobiologicalresource
protection.  Itassiststhefieldinvegetationandwildliferesource
managementactivities.  

D. SocialScienceProgram.  Thisprogramisfocusedon
understandingtherelationshipbetweenpeopleandparkstoprotect
resourcesandtoprovideforthepublic'senjoymentofAmerica's
nationalparks.  UsingNPSstaffanduniversitypersonnelthrough
cooperativeagreements, thisprogramidentifiesthesocialscience
needsofparksandNationalParkServiceprograms; conductsand
sponsorssocialscienceresearchusinguniversitiesandothermeans;  
overseesanurban-focusedresearchprogram; administerstheVisitor
ServicesProject, whichconductsdetailedvisitorstudies, aswell
ascustomerservicefortheNationalParkService; andprovides
technicalassistancetoparks, regions, andseniormanagementof
theNationalParkService.  
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