THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

ORDER NO. 3321
Subject: Establishment of a National Blueways System

Sec. | Purpose. This Order establishes a program to recognize river systems g ed through

stewardship efforts by adopting a watershed approach. This
agency National Blueways Committee to provide leadership, i ination to the
National Blueways System. It further directs the bureaus of th
(Interior) to collaborate in supporting the National B
law and consistent with their missions and resour.

Americans with the lands and waters
that provide economic, recreational, social, cultu ogical value to their communities.
ericans and their communities.
Resilient rivers and watersheds are esse an water supplies for rural,
agncultura] and urban communi ers provide imponant habitat for fish and wildlife
species and acl as corridors fo dispersal, providing ecosystem connectivity
that supports resilience to en ge.” Rivers support our recreation and tourism
economy by prowdmg opport ing, fishing, hiking, camping, swimming, and

unities of stakeholders have formed partnerships focused on
pility of nivers and their watersheds. When these partnerships work

8. paiwate landowners, and busmcsses they are able to accompllsh their shared
conservation objectives. National recognition and Federal agency coordination
in support of Riker svstems will inspire and help stakeholders to plan and manage for the
resiliency and 8@nnectivity of their nvers, 10 seek cooperation and collaboration among
communities and across jurisdictions. and to strive for an integrative, adaptive approach for
sustaining the whole river system.

stewardship

National Blueways will be nationally and regionally significant rivers and their watersheds that
are highly valued recreational. social. economic. cultural, and ecological assets for the
communities that depend on them. National Blueways encourage a landscape-scale approach to
river conservation that involves a river from its headwaters 1o its mouth and across its watershed.
rather than individual segments of the channel and riparian area alone. Establishment of a




National Blueways System will help promote best practices, share information and resources? |
and encourage active and collaborative stewardship of rivers across the country. 4

Sec. 3 Authority. This Order is issued in accordance with authority provided under the Take
Pride in America Aclt, Public Law 101-628; the Outdoor Recreation Act, Public Law 87-714; and
the Cooperative Watershed Management Program of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act
of 2009, Public Law 111-11. The bureaus within Interior have a broad panoply of legal authority
10 carry out their respectlve missions that support enhancing river recreation, undertaking river
restoratlou and pursuing nver prolectl()n initiatives to pass on hea.lthy nvers fs

»

Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, 16 U.S.C. 1271-1287; the Federal agement Act
43 U.S.C 1702 et seq.; the Reclamation Act, Public Law 57, i
Management Act of 2009, Public Law I 11-11; and the Nati
16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.

Sec. 4 Model National Blueway. | hereby des ticut River and Watershed as
the first National Blueway as a model for fu ignati onnecticut River Watershed
i artnershlps of interested communities
including over 40 partner orgamzatlons protec 2 million acres of habitat,
environmental and educational effo
access to the river, its tributaries, and

Sec. 5 National Blueways ittee. der establishes a National Blueways Committee
(Committee), to be chaired or his or her designee.

the Committee will include a representative designated
anagement, National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife
ex. and the Bureau of Indian Affairs; the Commissioner of
Reclamation; and ' e designated by the Assistant Secretary - Policy, Management
Mimitiee may also include representatives of other Federal agencies, whose
ipate through appropriate agreements.

esponsibilities. The Committee will:

i) Oversee the process of National Blueways critena development,
assessment, and designation;

(i)  Make recommendations 10 the Secretary for the designation of National
Blueways;

(ili)  Oversee support provided by Interior to designated National Blueways;
and




.

7 (iv)  Report to the Secretary on the progress, accomplishments, opportunilies,
and challenges of the National Blueways System.

Sec. 6 National Blueways System. The National Blueways System program shall recognize
and promote nationally or regionally significant rivers and their watersheds.

a Nomination. Any established stakeholder partnership may, in collaboration with
a sponsoring Federal or state agency, nominate a river and its associated watershed as a proposed
National Blueway by submitting an application according to the nominatiog
assessment criteria.

b. Assessment. The assessment criteria will evaluate i ver and
its watershed possess and the interested communities’ record o i

management practices that provide or maintain outstanding r i social, and/or ecological
benefits.

c. Designation. Following consideratiop of reco
Commitiee, the Secretary may designate the river ssocidted watershed as a National
Blueway that will become part of the National ways

d. Alignment. Bureaus within Inf€hior, t extent permitted by law and consistent
with their missions, policies, and resources, sh o align the execution of agency plans
and implementation of agency progr ore, and enhance the natural, cultural,

and/or recreational resources ass designat€d National Blueways.
€. inate within Interior and with other participating
partners Lo support designated National Blueways.

fimer. Nothing in this Order is intended to authorize or affect the use of private
property. Nothing in this Order is intended to be the basis for the exercise of any new regulatory
authority, nor shall this initiative or any designation pursuant o this Order affect or interfere with
any Federal, slate, local, and tribal government jurisdiction or applicable law including interstate
compacts relating 10 water or the laws of any state or tribe relating to the control, appropriation,
use or distnbution of water or water rights.

Sec. 8 lmplementation. The Deputy Secretary is responsible for ensuring the implementation
of this Order. Nothing in this Order shall be interpreted as amending, revising, or modifying




either Executive Order 13061 of September 11, 1997, entitled, “Federal Support of Communrity,
Efforts Along American Heritage Rivers” or Secretarial Order 3319 of February 29, 2012, .
entitled, “Establishment of a National Water Trails System.”

Sec. 9 Expiration Date. This Order is effective immediately. It shall remain in effect until its
provisions are converted to the Departmental Manual or until it is amended, superseded, or
revoked, whichever comes first.
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