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20.1
Purpose.  This chapter establishes policy for the use of deadly force by law enforcement officers (LEOs) or armed Federal security guards (AFSGs).  This policy is not intended to address use of deadly force as it relates to the operation of detention facilities. 
20.2
Scope.  This policy applies to all LEOs and AFSGs of the Department of the Interior (Department/DOI). 

20.3
Definitions.  For the purpose of this chapter, the terms below are defined as follows:

A.
Deadly Force.  Any force that is reasonably likely to cause death or serious physical injury.

B.
Law Enforcement Officer (LEO).  A DOI law enforcement officer sworn and commissioned to enforce criminal statutes and authorized to carry firearms, execute and serve warrants, search, seize, make arrests, and perform such duties as authorized by law.

C.
Armed Federal Security Guard (AFSG).  A DOI security guard who has been trained, certified, and authorized to carry firearms for the protection of life only within the framework of legal authority, agency policy, and training.

20.4
Policy.  LEOs or AFSGs will use deadly force only when necessary and in accordance with the standards set forth herein.

20.5
Responsibilities.


A.
Deputy Assistant Secretary – Law Enforcement, Security, and Emergency Management is responsible for policy development and provides program guidance and oversight of the Department’s law enforcement, security, and emergency management programs.


B.
Heads of Bureaus and Offices are responsible for promulgating any counterpart policy required to implement the policy established in this chapter.


C.
Bureau/Office LEOs or AFSGs are responsible for complying with established policy and standards governing the use of deadly force.

20.6
Standards for Use of Deadly Force.  LEOs or AFSGs may use deadly force only when necessary, that is, when the LEO or AFSG has a reasonable belief that the subject of such force        poses an imminent danger of death or serious physical injury to the LEO or AFSG or to another person.  All LEOs or AFSGs will intervene, if a reasonable opportunity exists, when they know or should know that another LEO or AFSG is using unreasonable force.  Parameters for use of deadly force are as follows:

A.
Deadly force may not be used solely to prevent the escape of a fleeing suspect.

B.
Firearms may not be fired solely to disable moving vehicles.


C.
If feasible, and to do so would not increase the danger to the LEO or AFSG or others, a verbal warning to submit to the authority of the LEO or AFSG will be given prior to the use of deadly force.

D.
Warning shots are not permitted.

E.
Deadly force may be directed against animals when they pose an imminent danger to the LEO or AFSG or others.


(1)
When engaged in authorized wildlife resource management practices, deadly force may be used absent imminent danger.


(2)
When engaged in the authorized dispatch of injured animals, deadly force may be used absent imminent danger.

20.7
Medical Treatment.  If an LEO or AFSG reasonably believes that the subject of the LEO’s or AFSG’s application of deadly force is in need of medical treatment, the LEO or AFSG will make reasonable efforts to obtain such treatment.

20.8
Training.

A.
Bureaus and offices will ensure LEOs and AFSGs are trained in alternative methods and tactics for handling resisting subjects. 


(1)
These alternative methods and tactics should be used when deadly force is not authorized.



(2)
Nothing in this policy restricts LEOs or AFSGs from using other reasonable means necessary to bring a resisting subject safely and effectively under control.


B.
Bureaus and offices will ensure LEOs and AFSGs meet all applicable firearms, less-than-lethal weapons, and physical techniques training and proficiency requirements established under policy prior to deploying such weapons and techniques in a use of force.

20.9
Reporting Requirements.  Bureaus and offices will ensure all use of deadly force is reported in accordance with established policy, as appropriate, to include:

A.
Departmental Manual, 446 DM 17, “Serious Incident Reporting”.

B.
Departmental Manual, 446 DM 23, “Boards of Review and Serious Incident Review Groups”.

C.
Bureau or office internal reporting requirements.
20.10
Rights of Third Parties.  This policy is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the United States, its departments, agencies, or other entities, its officers or employees, or any other person.
20.11
References.  The following sources serve to provide background information regarding the use of deadly force. 

A.
U.S. Department of Justice, Policy Statement Use of Deadly Force, July 1, 2004.


B.
Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386 (1989).


C.
Tennessee v. Garner, 471 U.S. 1 (1985).
4/16/09 #3840

Replaces 3/17/09 #3830


