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	1 Part: 142 DM 1-9 and 11-15
	4 For Further Information Contact: Krista Bibb

FWS Policy and Regulations Branch

(703) 358-1914, or krista_bibb@fws.gov
	2 Subject: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Organization
	3 Release Number: 



    5097 - 5110
	5 Date: 

5/16/2022
	6 Explanation of Material Transmitted: Brief Description of the Correspondence: The purpose of these Departmental Manual (DM) revisions and additions (i.e., 142 DM 1-9 and 11-15) is to update the chapters on the organization of the FWS to reflect the current organization. The DM chapters in place now are woefully outdated and have not been updated or revised since 1998. 

Background and Key Issues: Other than the DM chapter on the Regions (142 DM 10, updated in May of 2019), the DM chapters on the FWS organization have not been updated to reflect the current organization for over 20 years. During that period of time, much has changed within the organization to more efficiently and effectively protect fish, wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of the American people. The FWS has moved and added functionality in response to statutory mandates; expanding requirements to address changes in technology, changes in how we address issues based on sound science, such as those brought on by climate change, and changes in how we communicate with the public using new media; the need to streamline administrative requirements to use funding in the most efficient possible manner; and requirements to ensure better Government accountability.

Changes to existing chapters and the addition of chapters is necessary to clearly reflect the current organization of the FWS.
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